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REPORT 

Of  tbe  committee  on  grierances,  to  which  was  rafer* 
red  the  petition  of  Anson  Thompaom 

Hr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  on  grievances,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Anson  Thompson,  asking  to  be  relieved 
from  an  injury  sustained  by  reason  of  his  horse  having  fallen 
ihnmf^  the  bridge  of  a  feeder  or  side  cut  of  the  Champlain  ca- 
na),  submits  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  petitioner  states  that  in  the  month  of  November,  1888,  he 
was  engaged  in  navigating  the  Champlain  canal;  and  while  so  na« 
▼igating,  a  valuable  horse  of  his,  then  towing  his  boat,  was  drown- 
ed in  a  ditch  or  side  cut  dug  along  the  tow-path  from  the  Mohawk 
rJFer  to  the  canal  bebw  the  guard  gate,  to  supply  the  canal  with 
water:  That  the  side  cut  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  guard  lock, 
wriiere  the  Champlain  canal  enters  the  Mohawk  river,  and  on  the 
soath  Side  a{  ihe  river:  That  the  side  cut  was  mostly  covered  up,  and 
.was,  as  the  petitioner  was  informed,  intended  to  be  entirely  co- 
Tered  to  prevent  persons  and  horses  navigating  the  canal,  from 
fallings  illy  but  that  the  individual  who  was  directed  by  the  superin- 
teodent  of  the  canal  to  cover  over  and  secure  the  side  cut,  had 
peglected  his  duty,  and  about  four  by  six  feet  of  the  side  cut  was 
left  open,   atnd  so  small  a  space  left  for  the  horse  to  walk  upon, 
that  if  he  stepped  or  was  drawn  by  the  leading  horse  tbe  least  out 
of  the  usual  track,  he  must  be  thrown  into  the  pit:  That  bis  horse 
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was  thrown  info  the  side  cat,  which  was  about  seren  feet  deep  ^'^'' 

with  a  swift  current  of  water,  carrried  by   the  force  of  water  ^"-^ 

fhrough  into  the  canaT,  and  was  drowned:  That  there   was  no  .  ^^ 

wont  of  care  on  the  part  of  the  driver  and  those  navigating  the  .  *  « 

boat,  and  that  all  possible  diligence  was  used  by  the  petitioner  aad  *>•'.  . 
others  who  came  to  bis  assistance,  to  extricate  the  horse:  That  the 
reasonable  vabehof  the  borso  was  not  less  than  S75,  and  that  91 OQ 

would  not  fuHy  remunerate  him  for  the  horse,  the  delay  and  other  --  '• 

damages  occasioned  bf  the  misfi>rtune*  '  •'  ^ 

The  petitioner  seeks  to  support  his  claim  (other  than  by  his  own 
statement,)  as  follows?  Abraham  Devenport  swears,  that  he  was 
present  at  the  time  the  horse  was  drowned,  know  the  horse  well 
for  several  years;  that  he  was  worth  |75,  and  that  the  facts  sta- 
ted  in  the  petition  in  relation  to  the  side  cut  and  the  danger  of 
persota  •ainl  horses  fiiUing  in,  are  true  of  his  own  knowledge. 
This  affidavit  iippears  to  have  been  sworn  to  on  the  36th  April, 
1634,  before  J.  Lansing,  judge  of  Albany  county  courts. 

Another  affidavit  of  this  same  person  is  produced,  purporting  to 
have  .been  taken  on  the  16th  day  of  January  last,  before  Jonathan 
Austin,  a  commissioner  of  deeds,  in  which  it  is  stated,  that  the 
defect  in  the  tow-path  that  occasioned  the  damage,  rendered  it 
impossible  to  pass  at  any  time' without  extraordinary  care:  That 
the  accident  happened  early  in  the  morning,  when  there  was  a 
dense  fog  upon  the  canal  and  tow-path,  which  very  much  increas- 
ed the  danger  of*  the  accident. 

Added  to  this  is  the  certificate,  not  sworn  to,  of  Alanson  Sum- 
oer^  superintendent  on  that  part  of  the  canal  where  the  accident 
occurred,  who  certifies  that  the  side  cut  alluded  to  is  located  so 
near  the  lock  as  to  endanger  teams,  &c  of  those  navigating  the 
canal,  when  not  covered.  That  part  of  it  into  which  the  horse 
was  drawn  was  the  bulk  head;  and  in  raising  and  lowering  the 
the  feeder  gates,  the  covering  had  been  omitted  and  not  placed  on 
by  the  man  managing  the  gate:  That  he  was  not  at  home  at  the 
time  the  accident  happened;  but  from  all  bis  information  on  the 
aubject,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  expressing  a  belief  that  it  could 
i^ot  be  charged  to  any  carelessness  in  managing  the  horses.  This 
certificate  is  dated  April  36,  1634, 

The  important  question  with  your  committee  is,  has  the  peti- 
tioner brought  himself  within  the  rule  heretofore  adopted  by  your 


ooBBiiiee,  mad  tanctioned  by  the  vote  of  this  House,  by 
tiiir  ik  eocadent  aroie  from  the  negligence  of  the  State  agent,  and 
ii  omriae  the  result  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  petitioner  or  of 
liti  agent,  by  such  proof  as  would  be  required  at  law  to  chaige 
o  iadindoal  or  corporation  for  the  negligence  of  their  agents. 

The  affidavits  of  Devenport  would  seem  to  excuse  the  petition- 
er from  the  imputation  of  negligence  on  his  part;  but  do  they 
show  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  State  agent  Y  For  all  that  ap- 
pean  from  his  affidavits,  the  plank  may  have  been  removed  and 
the  opening  left,  through  which  the  horse  of  the  petitioner  fell,  by 
sooe  wicked  iudividoal,  with  the  design  to  commit  an  injury;  or 
ID  some  other  way,  without  the  fault  of  the  State  agent;  and  if 
so,  titt  State  ought  not  to  be  liable  for  the  injury. 

But  if  the  facts  certified  to  by  Sumner,  are  to  be  taken  as  evi- 
deaoe,  then  it  is  believed  that  the  negligence  is  made  out,  and  that 
the  State  ought  to  remunerate  the  petitioner  for  the  value  of  his 
horse:  That  the  matter  certified  to  by  Sumner  ought  to  be  regard- 
ed as  evidence,  some  of  your  committee  do  not  believe.  Against 
an  iadividcal  or  corporation,  the  certificate  could  not  be  made  evi- 
dence for  any  purpose,  on  the  contrary,  his  liflidavit,  at  least, 
would  be  required. 

But  as  this  is  a  matter  in  which  your  committee  do  not  all  fully 
concur,  they  ieel  a  desire  thai  the  House  should  pass  upon  and 
dispoae  of  it;  and  have  therefore  directed  their  chairman  to  ask 
leave  lo  inCroduce  a  bill. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  select  cmnmittee  to  which  wm  referred  the 
petition  of  the  Mayor^  Aldermen  and  Commonalty 
of  the  city  of  New. York. 

Mr*  Clindi,  from  the  select  committee  consisting  of  the  meoi* 
bert  attending  this  House  from  the  city  and  county  of  New*Yorkt 
10  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the .  mayor,  aldenrie.-i  and 
conmonalty  of  that  city,  relative  to  widening  a  public  avenuOi 
makes  the  following 

REPORT: 

By  the  representation  of  the  memorialists  it  appears,  that  expe» 
fienoe  pointa  out  the  necessity  of  widening  a  portion  of  Avenue  C, 
for  the  health  and  convenience  of  a  large  section  of  the  city  of 
Mew- York;  the  object  being  to  construct  in  the  said  public  ave- 
ttse  a  permanent  sewer  to  carry  off  the  water  from  the  adjacent 
sbeets  and  neighborhood.     The  present  width  of  the  avenue  being 
ooly  sixty  fee^  il  is  proposed  to  widen  a  portion  of  the  same  by 
adding  to  it  ten  icet  on  each  side,  which  will  furnish  sufficient 
space  for  the  location  of  the  sewer  and  the  accommodation  of  the 
poblic  as  a  thoroughfare.    The  said  avenue  lies  in  that  part  of  the 
city  laid  out  into  streets,  avenues  and  public  places  by  commis* 
sioners  appointed  by  the  Legislature  under  an  act  passed  April  3, 
1807;  it  it  therefore  necessary  to  obtain  a  law  of  the  State  to 
sanetion  the  proposed  alteration.    There  is  no  remonstrance  before 
your  committee  against  the  contemplated  measure,  and  your  com* 
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mittee  have  been  informed  that  no  objections  to  the  same  have 
been  presented  to  the  memorialists  in  common  council  convened. 
By  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  said  common  council  accompa- 
nying the  memorial,  it  is  made  apparent  that  in  a  very  few  years 
the  water  which  now  passes  over  the  surface  of  Avenue  C,  will 
bo  so  materially  increased  by  the  regulation  and  paving  of  other 
streets  in  the  vicinity,  that  the  avenue  will  be  entirely  flooded  and 
rendered  wholly  impasssable.  Your  committee  are  therefore  *of 
opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  ought  to  be  granted^ 
and  accordingly  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bilL 
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February  16,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  the  manufacture  of  salt,  on  the 
petition  of  sundry  salt  manufacturers,  and  others, 
in  Onondaga  county. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  on  the  manufacture  of  salt,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petitions  of  sundry  manufacturers  of  salt,  and 
others,  in  the  county  of  Onondaga,  asking  the  repeal  of  the  law 
that  requires  the  manufacturers  to  pay  to  the  State  two  mills  per 
bushel  for  all  salt  they  manufacture  from  water  from  the  State 
pomps, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  petitioners  represent,  that  this  sum  of  two  mills  per 
bushel,  although  apparently  small,  is  severely  felt  by  them,  inas- 
much as  salt  is  usually  sold  in  small  quantities,  and  this  fraction  is 
never  taken  into  count  in  sale;  that  a  moderate  manufacturer  pays 
for  the  use.  of  the  water  the  sum  of  about  fifty  dollars  annually, 
which,  in  eflect,  seems  to  them  like  a  dead  loss;  and  inasmuch  as 
the  State  is  deriving  a  great  revenue  from  the  manufacture  of  salt, 
the  petitioners  think  that  in  justice  to  them,  as  well  as  good  policy 
'for  the  State,  they  are  entitled  to  relief. 

Tour  committee  have  duly  reflected  upon  this  application,  and 
have  unanimously  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  sound  policy  would 
dictate  a  still  more  liberal  course  towards  the  manufacturers  of 
this  valuable  article,  as  it  would  thereby,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
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committee,  have  a  tendency  to  increase  the  quantity  of  talt,  at 
well  as  to  extend  the  salt  trade. 

Having  come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  to  be  granted,  your  committee  have  directed  their  chairman 
to  prepare  a  bill,  which  they  now  ask  leave  to  introduce. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YCffiK. 


No.  165. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  28, 1835. 


i 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  Andrew  Wilson,  Inspector  of  Beef  and  Pork  in 

the  city  of  New- York. 

(^AlLtS  HUMFHSBT,  Eiq. 

Speaker  of  like  Sbuse  of  Jhsembfy. 


I  b^  leave  to  report,  for  your  informatioDi  that  I  haTe 
jBipeeted  in  this  city,  from  the  Itt  day  of  Janaary^  1884,  to  the 
Utt  December,  18S4^  the  ondermeiitioned  lalted  provisions,  vis: 

Wk  PcrlM.  ToldTalnB. 

S,496  mess  pork, • #14  ^84,104  00 

t,557  prime  pork, 10  85,570  00 

9ia  thin  mess  pork, 13  3,604  00 

897  refose  pork, 7  4,879  00 

730  men  beef, 91  8,840  00 

l,4Mpiimebeef, 8  8,904  00 

48cargoViee^ ••«*  41  307  00 

llxtfage  beef, *•  81  59  00 

889  half  barrels  mess  beef,. •••» 51  1,150  00 

894,817  00 

Pees  receiTed  on  the  above,*. ••  ••••  1,891.77  •    ' 

ANDREW  WILSON,  hipectar. 
Me^Terk,  Jdnmrny  31,  1885. 
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February  13,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  tbe  cMnmittee  on  grievances  on  the  petition  of 

Weasel  Ten  Broeck. 

Mr.  Hougii,  from  the  committee  on  grievaiicefl,  to  which  wat 
referred  the  petition  of  Wesiel  Ten  Broeck,  for  relief, 

RBFORTBD^ 

That  the  comrailtee  hat  had  the  subject  under  conttdemtion,  and 
bcftowed  opoa  it  that  attention  which  the  nature  of  the  tnbjael 
aeemed  to  demand.  -  The  petitioner  states  in  his  petitioo^  that  be* 
twecn  the  years  1806  and  1810  he  constructed  a  certain  portion  of 
the  Cayuga  turnpike  road  leading  from  Burlington  in  the  county 
of  OtaegOt  to  Ithaca  in  the  county  of  Tompkins^  under  a  contract 
with  said  company,  thai  he  should  have  the  vahie  of  his  labor  in 
shares  of  the  stock  of  the  company;  and  that  as  soon  as  ten  miles 
of  the  road  should  be  made,  gates  were  to  be  erected,  and  the  tolls 
received  divided  among  the  stockholders.    Whether  the  ten  milete 
of  the  road  were  ever  made  does  not  appear;  but  tbe  petitioner 
allegea*  that  the  portion  of  the  road  made  by  him,  was  in  the  town 
of  £dfneston  in  the  county  of  Otsego,  and  cost  the  sum  of  1 1,200. 
NotwiihstandiAg  the  contract  was  thus  performed  by  him  on  his 
part,  the  company  never  erected  the  gates,  or  made  him  any  com* 
peasalioa  for  the  oonstrnction  of  said  road.    He  also  insists,  that 
he  iierer  surrendered  the  road  to  the  company,  but  considered  it 
to  be  lus  individual  property,  inasmuch  as  no  gates  were  erected 
whereby  he  oouM  receivo  toll.    Neither  does  it  appear  whether 
the  cofopaDy  ever  complied  with  the  terms  of  its  charter  or  not; 
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but  it  is  obvious,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  that  it  did  not. 
For  the  petitioner  alleges,  that  notwithstanding  he  had  constructed 
his  portion  of  the  road,  (he  cDmipissl<mcrs  of  highways  of  the 
town  of  Edmcston  altered  a  certain  public  highway,  and  laid  it 
upon  that  portion  of  said  turnpike  road  so  constructed  by  him,  and 
thus,  as  he  believes^npfroprialtng  private  propei4y  to  public  uses, 
without  making  liirft  ^hi^  %<kftf^&ftBat(oli  thdi^efor. 

If  ^biV  Viftw  >ff  thi  '^ti^it  bjr  the  petitioner  be  correct,  (in 
which  your  committee,  however,  cannot  concur,)  his  remedy  was 
against  the  town  W  Bdmasloai  «Hid#r  4b«4eaeral  act,  which  has 
made  ample  provision  for  the  assessment  and  payment  of  damages* 
But  the  petitioner  entertains  a  atronf  belief  that  he  is  entitled  to 
the  patriotic  and  benevolent  consideration  of  the  government.-^ 
H^  aU9(P$  that  he  is  aged,  infirm^  and  ia  ii)4igeDt  circumstancei; 
and  strongly  appeals  to  the  syn^pathibs  and  patriotism  of  the  Le- 
gislature,  for  adequate  compensation  for  the  construction  of  said 
SMd.. 

Under  thfese  circumstances,  your  committee  are  airare  that  the 
loss  must  be  severely  felt  by  the  petitioner,  and  admii  thhi  hfb  inajr 
at  son^e  time  have  had  a  just  claim  for  compensation  either  against 
\3m  tdVl^n  bf  ^meslbti  6r  thk  turnpike  tidmpany,  in  either  of  which 
t^ift^  H  fdAn^dy  ^lil /pJt^N^idbd  by  hi^;  btit  to  adhiit  thiit  the  petl- 
tWniAr  hv^r  'hid,  eitbbf  tn  ^uity  ^)r  justice,  the  iHi^tiist  claiih 
i^tlil  tke  Sthle  Tor  ihb  bbhstriidtion  o^  ihii  tohd,  livduTd  but  6k' 
UWiAi  thb  pHndple,  that  (he  Leglslattir^  ^ill  hot  only  deal  but  (k- 
V^^  wi\h  a  liberal  Hafid  to  cb^poi^lSons,  by  conftlring  open  thetn 
iiktriibi^tMiry  privilege,  bot  ihiit  they  ^H  hold  themselves  re- 
tftbfAitM  9br  thb  ihiicdesit  aUd  prosperity  of  th6  tfenterprlte,  tin  treTl 
Vs  ^i<otfect  the  corporators,  hot  only  ^gaitist  the  fVauds  and  losses 
Vf  the  (febi'potatiiofa,  b6t  a^hihst  ikll  thfriicttons  of  their  rights  by 
)^KeM.  ThU  teitpbhsibility,  it  is  beHt^ved,  the  State  iii  not  pte-^ 
SlXttid  tb  MsUflYefi 

.These  Mggt anions  are  iiot  inade  by  way  of  eensoying  the  «ppK- 
Mni,  but  be<:atl8e  applieations;  cqiiaiiy  unfounded,  are  vastly  Uaat- 
tipiyingv  ^tid.  it  is  tfesirtiUe  that  the  sense  of  the  LegislaCore  opmi 
4h)s  ehifls  of  caa^s  tihould  be  fully  expressed  and  wideiy  hnoMrai. 
•Applieaats  should  understand  tliat  it  is  not  their  misfortunes  sdone 
wUoh  constitute  a  ekiim  tipoh  the  bounties  of  the  govemmMt,  bat 
ftel  those  miifovtudns  must  be  obdasitecd  by,  or  attributable  to. 
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the  ict8  or  negligence  of  the  government  or  its  agents,  thereby 
laying  the  foundation  for  such  claims  in  equity  and  justice.  In  the 
present  case,  the  services  of  the  petitioner  were  not  rendered  at 
the  instance  of  the  State  or  its  agents,  or  upon  any  of  its  public 
works;  nor  has  the  avails  of  his  labor  been  appropriated  to  its  use. 
Yoor  committee,  therefore,  can  discover  no  principle  upon  which 
the  petitioner  can  have  even  the  slightest  claim  upon  the  govern* 
meot,  and  are  of  the  opinion,  that  his  application  ought  to  be  de- 
ued. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No-  167. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  3\,  1835. 


Of  tlie  select  committee  on  so  much  of  the  Grorernor^s 
message  as  reiates  to  the  insane  poor. 

Mr.  HertteH,  from  the  select  -committee  to  whom  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  Goveraor's  message  as  relates  to  the  msane  pooi\ 

REPORTED^ 

That  the  committee  have  bestowed  on  the  subject  matter  com* 
mitted  to  their  charge  that  attention  and  consideration  to  which  its 
great  importance,  and  its  humane  and  benevolent  objectsf  justly  en*> 
it 


That  in  the  course  of  their  inquiries,  they  find  that  the  esta^ 
blishment  of  a  State  asylum  for  the  insane  poor  has  been,  at  seve* 
ral  successive  sessions  of  the  Legislature,  recommended  by  the 
present  'Executive,  and  several  of  his  predecessors  in  office;  and. 
the  adoption  of  the  measure'  urged  with  so  much  zeal  and  such  a 
train  of  reasoning  as  to  induce  the  Legislature,  at  various  sessions, 
to  appoint  select  committees  to  investigate  the  subject  and  report 
thereon. 

That  at  the  session  of  1830  a  select  committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Paige,  Savage  and  Gansevoort,  was  appointed,  with  power 
to  investigate  the  subject  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature. 
Their  report  was  made  on  the  10th  of  March,  1831,  and  may  be 
foood  in  the  3d  vol.  of  Assembly  Documents  of  the  san^e  year  snd 
m  muDbered  MS. 
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That  at  the  some  seasion  of  I83T,  anofhef  select  committee,  of 
which  Mr.  PoKer  was  chairman,  was  appointed  to  examine  and 
report  on  the  same  subjeot*  The  report  of  this  committee,  ac- 
companied by  a  biH,  was  made  on  the  4th  of  April,  in  the  same 
year;  and  may  be  found  in  the  4th  vol.  of  Assembly  Documents^ 
and  numbered  305^  Yet  no  efficient  legislative  action  was  had  on 
the  subject  to  which  tbey  related,  mi  the  matter  was  permitted 
to  rest  until  the  sesrion  of  1832,  when  another  select  committee, 
of  which  Mr.  Ktmble  was  chairman,  was  appointed  to  investigate* 
the  subject,  and  to  report  thereon..  The  report  of  this  committee, 
(accompanied  by  a  bill,)  was  made  on  the  28th  day  of  February,. 
1832,  and  may  be  found  in  the  2d  vol.  of  Assembly  Docmnents  of 
that  year,  and  is  numbered  174.  No  legislative  action  was  had 
on  the  bill  reported  by  this  committee;  and  the  matter  was  again 
permitted  to  rest. 

At  the  sefsioQ  of  1834  the  aubjf&ot  winr  again  bmight  before  the 
l<egislature,  in  pursuance  of  a'recomniendatioA  ecntained  in  the 
(Sorenior'a  message;  and  again  a  select  comimttee,  of  whrch  A.  J* 
Parker  was  chairman,  was  appointed  to  examiae  the  subject  and 
to  report  thereon.  This  committee,  in  concurrence  with  their  pre- 
decessors, made  a  favorable  report,  accompanied  with  a  bill  to 
carry  into  effect  the  proposed  measure;  but  owing,  as  your  com* 
mittee  understand,  to  the  unusually  great  number  of  bills  on  the 
genera)  orders,  the  one  in  question  could  not  be  reached,  and  no 
legislative  action  was  had  thereon. 

That  your  committee  beg  leave  here  to  remark  that,  in  their 
opinion,  enough  and  more  than  enough  reports  have  been  made  on 
the  subject  under  consideration :  that  a  careful  examination  of  the 
aforemeiftioned  documents  and  of  the  facts  and  reasoning  set  forth 
therein,  induce  your  committee  to  believe  that  additional  evidence 
in  favor  of  the  proposed  measure,  even  if  it  could  be  elicited  on 
further  examination  of  the  subject,  would  be  superfluous  and  un- 
necessary: that  to  delay  their  report,  with  a  view  to  further  ex* 
amination  of  the  subject,  and  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  forth  and 
embodying  more  facts  and  arguments,  in  addition  to  the  redundance 
already  arrayed  on  the  legislative  journals,  they  think  would  not 
only  be  an  unnecessary  waste  of  the  time  and  labor  of  your  com- 
mittee, but  would  tend  to  a  further  delay  of  legislative  proceeding 
on  a  subject  which  has  been  so  often  presented  for  consideration, 
and  so  justly  entitled  to  prompt,  favorable  and  efficient  legislative 
action. 


Tour  oommittee  deem  h  proper  further  to  retnftrt^  {hat  «1thoug(h 
«H  the  reports  vrhich  succeeded  the  one  made  by  the  commhtoe 
appointed  in  1830,  contain  some  additional  facts  and  arguments, 
and  manifest  great  zeal,  industry  and  intelligences  on  the  part  of 
the  committees  from  which  they  respectively  proceeded,  yet  they 
all  appear  to  be  based  mainly  on  the  report  made  by  the  commit- 
^        tee  appointed  in  1830,  to  which  they  refer  for  matter  to  sustain 
the  measure  concurrenUy  racoRuoended  by  them  tespeeliraly;  nor 
is  it  at  at  all  surfirkii^g  Ihat  sueh  should  be  the  ease.    The  con»- 
mittee  of  1880  posses^d  advaatages  which  eiiaMed  them  lo  dnw 
ioformatioa  from  various  aoiurees,  w.bioh  their  4MfteeQ0aofl%  owing 
to  their  limited  time  forinquiry,  and conaequeiit mitow afdiere  s^ 
operations,  could  not  reach.     That  committee  were  authorized  to 
act  in  the  recess  of  the  Legifdature,  and  hence  had  a  whole  year 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiry  and  with  a  view  to  obtain  the  requisite 
information.     Having  full  time  to  effect  their  purpose,  they  evino 
'Cd  a  determination  fully  and  faithfully  to  ful&l  the  ol^ect  of  their 
trust;  to  spare  neither  time  nor  trouble  to«examine  thoroughly  the 
subject  committed  to  their  charge;  and  to  leave  ^o  ground  unex- 
plored which  promised  to  furnish  any  material  matter  connected 
with  the  object  of  their  inquiries:  in  pursuit  of  which,  they  visit- 
ed not  ooiy  all  the  institutions  for  the  insane  then  existing  in  this 
State,  but  ako  those  of  Pennsylvania,  Massachusetts,  and  Con- 
necticut;  and  even  imported  a  number  of  scarce  and  valuable 
books,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  origin,  progress,  police  regu- 
lations, and  success,  attending  the  establishment  of  hospitals  for 
the  insane  in  the  various  countries  of  Europe.    Thus  were  thai 
committee  enabled  to  aVail  themselves  of  moire  numerous  sources 
of  information;  to  elicit  a  greater  number  of  important  facts;  to 
exhibit  a  more  powerful  train  of  arguments  and  logical  reasoning; 
And  to  embody  «  greater  mass  of  useful  information,   probably, 
thai>has  ever  been  presented  to  any  legislaitve  body  on  the  same 
Mubject,     With  these  impressions,  and  with  a  view  to  enable  this 
House  to  examine  with  greater  facility  the  facts  and  arguments 
aet  forth  in  said  report,  and  for  the  purpose  more  widely  to  diffuse 
the  imporiaiU  information  contained  therein,  the  committee  have 
deemed  it  proper  to  append  hereunto,  and  recommend  the  reprint- 
ing  of,  so  much  of  said  report  as  relates  exclusively  to  the  subject 
OQder  bonsideration. 

Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  facu  stated,  the  numerous  and  forci- 
ble argaments  adduced,  not  oidy  in  the  report  last  mentioped,  but 


4.  [Absbvblt 

in  thoie  rtobie  subseqaently  thereto,  have  latisfied  your  committee^ 
that  to  establish  a  State  asylum  for  the  insane  poor  is  a  public  duty 
of  imperative  obligation;  that  the  policy  of  the  measure  is  in  har* 
mony  with  its  justice  and  humanity;  that  the  cures  which  would 
be  made  in  such  an  establishment,  would  materially  reduce  the 
number  of  dependents  upon  the  public  bounty,  and  greatly  diminish 
tile  amount  of  human  suffering,  if  not  of  public  expense. 

Your  committee  are  therefore  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  a  State 
asylum  for  the  insane  poor  ought  to  be  established  without  further 
or  unnecessary  delays  and  have  prepared  a  bill  for  that  purpose, 
and  directed  their  chairman  to  ask  leave  to  present  the  same  for 
the  consideration  of  the  House. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted*. 


DOCUMENTS- 


A  COPY 

Of  8o  much  of  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
\>y  t\ie  Liegislature  of  this  State,  at  the  session  of 
1830,  as  relates  to  the  establishment  of  a  State  Asy- 
lum for  the  insane  pow. 

In  relation  to  the  propriety  or  necessity  of  erecting  new  esta- 
blishments  for  the  insane,  the  proper  site  for  such  new  erection, 
and  a  plan  of  the  same,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  probable 
expense,  into  which  matters  the  committee  were  directed  to  in- 
quire, the  committee  report,  that  this  branch  of  their  duty  gave 
them  the  greatest  embarrassment;  as  it  involved  the  examination  of 
great  and  interesting  questions,  and  opened  a  wide  field  of  investi- 
gation, comprehending  within  its  limits,  the  sciences  of  mental  and 
medical  philosophy;  the  superior  advantages  of  public  hospitals, 
in  providing  for  the  comfort  and  the  cure  of  the  insane;  the  com- 
parative ecconomy  of  such  establishments,  for  the  confinement  and 
support  of  persons  deprived  of  their  reason;  the  inadequacy  of  the 
existing  establishments  to  supply  the  wants  of  our  insane;  and  the 
duty  wich  resulted  from  this  inadequacy,  and  devolved  upon  the 
State  in  its  political  capacity,  of  providing  new  hospitals  for  the  re- 
ception of  this  most  afilicted  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

Of  all  the  calamities  of  life,  insanity  is  the  most  afflicting,  and 
the  most  to  be  dreaded.  It  subverts  every  attribute  of  intellect, 
and  obliterates  every  capability  for  enjoyment.  Under  its  disas- 
trous influence,  man,'a  rational  and  accountable  being,  is  degraded 
from  the  supremacy  he  enjoys,  and  becomes  an  object  of  pity  and 
terror,  whose  confinement  is  necessary  to  his  own,  and  the  per- 
sonal security  of  his  fellow  citizens.  It  not  only  saps  the  founda- 
tions of  intellect,  but  it  also  perverts  the  moral  qualities  and  the 
aflfections  of  its  victim.  Upon  its  pestilential  approach,  love  and 
friendship  change  into  hatred,  and  every  noble  virtue,  and  every 
generous  passion  suddenly  vanish,  and  are  succeeded  by  the  basest 
propensities  of  human  nature.  Thus,  the  pious  blaspheme;  the 
brave  beeome  cowards;  the  chaste  become  obscene;  the  gentle, 
turbulent;  the  most  sacred  obligations  are  violated;  and  the  claims 
of  kindred  and  friendship  are  disregarded.  The  madman  acts 
imthoat  motives;  he  is  the  victim  ot  the  wildest  and  most  dange- 
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roui  fancies;  he  either  broodi  in  sullen  and  dogged  obstinacy  over 
his  strange  illusions,  or  in  maniacal  fury,  attempts  bis  own,  or  the 
lives  of  others.     Mental  disease  is  confined  to  no  age,  or  sex,  or 
grade  of  intellect.     In  fact,  the  most  refined  minds,  and  hearts 
which  are  the  seat  of  the  warmest  and  holiest  affections,  are  most 
exposed  to  its  inroads*     Sooie  disappointraenty'  or  mortification,  to 
the  man  of  genius;  or  some  great  domestic  affliction,  storms  the 
citadel  of  reason,  and  lays  in  ruins  a  brilliant  and  cultivated  mind. 
The  deprivation  of  the  only  faculty  which  indicates  our  divine 
origin,  being  the  severest  dispensation  of  a  just  providence,  no  ob- 
ject can  be  conceived  so  worthy  of  all  that  labor,  or  genius,  or 
Ehilanthrophy  can  achieve,  as  the  restoration  of  this  distinctive  atiri- 
ute  of  humanity  to  its  original  possessor.     Mental  derangement, 
in  former  times,  was  enveloped  in  mystery.     In  some  ages  of  the 
world,  it  was,  by  the  ignorant  and  superstitious,  believed  to  be 
the  result  of  a  direct  supernatural  agency;   and  the  incoherent 
words  which  fell  from  the  lips  of  the  insane,  were  Tsgarded  as 
oracular.     And  even  at  a  very  late  period,  mental  madness  was 
considered  an  incomprehensible  and  incurable  malady,  which  set 
at  defiance  all  the*  powers  of  medicine,  and  every  effort  of  hunraa 
skill.    It  was  this  opinion  which  led  to  the  confinement  and  seclu* 
sion  of  the  insane  in  remote  prisons  and  dungeons,  without  any  at- 
tempt at  their  recovery;  which  doomed  them  to  a  total  abandon- 
ment and  neglect  by  their  nearest  friends  and  relatives;  and  which 
caused  the  introduction  of  a  cruel  mode  of  treatment,  the  only  ob- 
ject of  which  was,  the  security  of  the  public.     But  happily  for 
these  miserable  objects  of  compassion,  science  and  humanity  have 
at  length  exploded  the  erroneous  opinion  of  the  incurability  of 
mental  disorder,  and  have  dispelled  all  that  obscurity  which  once 
*  surrounded  it.     The  discovery  has  been  made  that  intellectual  de- 
rangement, which  every  beholder  regarded  with  alarm,  and  which 
was  considered  beyond  the  reach  of  all  curative  treatment,  is  a 
simple  disease,  and  curable  to  a  greater  extent  than  any  of  the 
diseases  of  the  body.     Since  this  discovery,  humanity  and  science 
have  been  industrious  in  extending  the  improvements  in  the  cura- 
tive treatment  of  the  insane^  and  in  increasing  the  means  and  fa- 
cilities of  applying  those  moral  and  medical  remedies  which  have 
been  found  efficacious  in  restoring  the  disordered  mind  to  kudth 
and  sanity. 

As  the  causes  which  operate  in  disturbing  the  functions  of  the 
understanding  are  to  be  found  in  the  mental  and  physical  qualities 
of  man,  insanitv  must  be  coeval  with  his  creation.  The  first  no- 
tice we  have  of  it  as  a  disease,  is  during  the  9ra  of  fable;  when  it 
is  related  that  Melampus  cared  the  dai^ters  of  Proteus  by  means 
of  hellebore. 

Mental  disorder,  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  has  been  regarded 
with  awe  and  wonder;'  and  the  nature  of  the  mind,  and  the  mor- 
bid phenomena  of  inellectual  derangement,  at  an  early  day  became 
the  subject  of  philosopical  speculation.  But  the  ancients,  in  their 
investigations,  instead  of  analysing  the  oprations  of  the  mind  in 


hettkb,  awl  eadeftToriog  to  dtseover  the  eaqset  Jtidch  disturbed 
those  openilioiie,  wetodered  x>ff  in  a  profitless  iDquiry  into  the  o«* 
tute  aod  teat  of  the  inleUectual  principle*  They  inculoated  the 
dogma  that  the  mind  was  an  immaterial  principle,  entirely  inde* 
peodeot  of  the  body,  and  oaaffi^cted  by  its  diseases.  It  was  a  cimi* 
se^eooe  of  this  do<'trine,  that  mental  derangement  was  consider^ 
ed  as  beyond  the  power  of  medicine;  and  that  in  its  cnrative.treaV 
Bsent,  attention  was  given  only  to  the  mental  symptoms,  and  not 
to  the  frfienomena  of  corporeal  disease*  Practising  apon  this  sys* 
tern,  the  plan  to  be  pursued^  was  to  trace  the  particular  aberation 
to  its  source,  and  thea,  by  the  aid  of  the  scienoe  of  reasoning 
alone,  to  attempt  a  cure.  This  theory  prevailed  as  late  as  the  17m 
^aad  16lh  centuries,  and  even  until  very  recently  exercised  a  con* 
tn>iling  infliiencew 

The  fallacy  of  this  theory  has  been  detected  by  the  investiga* 
tiona  of  modern  science.  Bacon  first  declared,  that  **  if  the  source 
of  menial  duorder  was  ever  fully  developed,  it  would  be  found  to 
eziat  in  corporeal  changes,  or  tivi  eflleets  of  external  agents  acting 
on  the  gross  machine,  and  not  primarily  on  the  immaterial  princi* 
pic.'' 

Since  the  days  of  Bacon,  it  has  been  clearly  ascertained  that 
every  mental  disorer  arises  through  coporeal  disorder,  or  that 
physical  causes  are  always  the  proximate  c^ses  of  mental  de-< 
rangeroent;  that  when  insanity  originates  from  moral  causes,  it  is 
prodoced  by  means  of  morbid  changes  in  the  corporeal  system, 
which  are  created  by  such  moral  causes;  and  that  from  whatever 
predtapcment  cause  insanity  proceeds,  if  it  be  not  primarily  an  or- 
ganic a&ction  of  the  brain,  it  ends  in  being  so.*  It  has  been  found 
that  the  operations  of  the  mind  and  body  act  reciprocally  on  each 
other;  that  the  sympathy  between  the  two  is  strong  and  perpctu* 
al;  that  the  brain,  being  the  organ  of  understanding  and  the  seat 
of  the  aervous  power,  is  afiected  both  by  the  translation  of  diseas- 
ed actiena,  and  by  sympathy  with  diseased  parts  of  the  body,  no 
matter  how  remotely  situated.  And  where  insanity  is  induced  by 
sympathy,  it  has  also  been  discovered  that  the  application  of  me- 
dical  remedies  to  the  diseased  organ,  which  by  sympathetic  action 
disturbs  the  functions  of  the  mind,  rarely  fails  to  remove  the  men* 
tal  diwrder,  provided  such  remedies  are  apply  ed  before  the  or- 
ganic affection  of  the  brain  assumes  a  permanent  character. 

Whui  theae  more  correct  views  Were  entertained  of  insanity,  its 
fmtbology  becatoe  more  perfectly  understood,  and  its  curative 
treatment  more  socoessfuL 

Since  these  important  discoveries  have  been  made,  the  examina-* 
tio0s  are  first  directed  to  the  various  indications  of  functional  or 
atmctoral  disease;  and  the  hallucinationa  of  the  mind,  being  the 
symptDins  of  the  mental  disorder,  are  deemed  only  of  secondary 
ioaportaaoe  in  the  treatment  of  insanity^ 

Theae  discoveries  in  the  science  of  treating  insanity^  have  &I^ 
been  made  within  the  last  85  years.    Wherever  they  l^^^  ^00** 
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trolled,  the  treatment  of  mental  duorder,  their  propitious  effect'has 
been  seen  and  felt  This  department  o^  knowledge  is,  however, 
comparatively  yet  in  its  infancy.  There  are  extensive  regions  yet 
nnexplored;  and  we  are  called  npon  by  all  the  considerations  of 
duty  and  humanity,  to  give  every  possible  encouragement  to  men 
of  scienre  to  advance  the  noble  art  of  treating  insanity  to  still 
greater  perfection.  France  has  exhibited  to  us  a  noble  example, 
in  her  libera]  patronage  of  those  who  are  willing  to  direct  their 
investigations  to  this  interesting  science. 

The  multiplying  cases  of  the  deplorable  malady  of  intellectual 
derangement;  the  great  variety  and  increasing  number  of  causes 
which  produce  it,  should  stimulate  us  to  strain  every  nerve,  and 
put  forth  every  exertion  in  this  cause.  All  the  emotions  of  the 
mind,  every  passion  in  excess,  may  become  a  moral  cause  of  insa- 
nity. Vices,  and  particularly  those  of  civilization,  increase  these 
moral  causes.  Even  the  moral  virtues,  religion,  politics,  and  all 
the  best  feelings  of  our  nature,  if  too  enthusiastically  excited,  be- 
come causes  of  intellectual  disorder.  Great  political  or  civil  revo* 
lotions,  are  exciting  causes  of  insanity.  All  excesses,  particularly 
intemperance,  generate  this  disease  of  the  mind. «  Hereditary  pre- 
disposition is  also  one  of  its  prominent  causes.  So  numerous  are 
the  causes  which  induce  this  dreadful  malady,  and  so  obnoxious  are 
we  all  to  its  inroads,  that  every  countervailing  remedy  within  the 
reach  of  human  power,  should  be  put  in  requisition,  and  under  the 
direction  of  skill  applied  to  rescue  the  mind  from  its  dominion. 
But  an  escape  from  the  awful  state  of  incurable  madness,  depends 
almost  entirely  upon  the  prompt  application  of  the  appropriate  re- 
medies, in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  disorder.  Neglect  or  impro« 
per  treatment  exasperates  the  disease,  strengthens  the  illusions  of 
the  mind,  and  precipitates  it  into  titat  hopeless  state  frc^m  which 
no  p'^wer  other  than  divine,  can  rescue  the  wretched  victim. 

The  pre-eminence  of  the  moderns  over  the  ancients  in  the  treat- 
ment ot  insanity,  consists  in'their  application  to  a  greater  extent  of 
moral  means.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Doct.  Pinel  for  first  system* 
atically  applying  these  means  in  the  treatment  of  insanity.  And 
the  Society  of  Friends  cannot  receive  too  great  commendation, 
for  their  benevolent  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  insane,  and  for  their 
introduction  of  the  law  of  kindness  into  the  management  of  the  re* 
treat  near  York,  England;  an  institution  which  will  be  an  ever- 
lasting monument  of  the  active  philanthropy  and  munificence  of 
this  Society.  The  efllcacy  of  the  system  denominated  moral  treat- 
ment, has  been  abundantly  demonstrated;  and  it  is  now  the  esta- 
blished mode  of  treatment,  and  has  been  introduced  into  all  well 
regulated  hospitals  for  the  insane.  The  principles  upon  which  it 
is  founded,  ^re  those  of  kindness  and  humanity.  Insanity  has  been 
known  to  surrender  up  its  hallucinations  under  a  system  of  mild 
treatment  and  judicious  management,  when  all  other  remedies  had 
failed  of  success.  The  insane,  except  in  a  case  of  total  oblitera- 
tion of  the  intellect,  always  retain  some  small  portion  of  their  rea- 
son, or  some  intellectual  faculty  unimpaired,  upon  which  the  skil- 
ful and  humane  physician  can  operate  with  great  success.     And  in 


4d!mngt  erery  ctise  it  hat  bean  found  that  they,  evm  in  tome  ef  tiie 
tnost  hopeless  stages  of  their  dis<N-der,  are  .sensible  of' and  grate* 
fol  for  kind  and  humane  treatment.  Thus  the  discovery,  most 
gratifying  to  bnmantty^  has  been  made-^-^hat  nothing  can  compete 
If  ith  the  snccessTuI  ^4nflaence  of  kindness,  sympathy  and  affec* 
tioa,  in  soothing  the  paving  of  the  Arrious,  ih  encouraging  the 
hopes  of  the  despondine,  or  In  arousing  the  tnelaaehoiic  from  his 
glooming  musings.^'  Tbb  is  the  most  effedtual  mode  of  dispelling 
the  wHd  illusions  "which  have  seized  and  sabjogaled^e  mind^  thiS| 
the  inofft  infallible  prescription  for  quelling  tto  raging  passions  of 
madness,  -and  resusekating  an  expiring  intellect  before  the  mental 
ornns  are  destroyed. 

It  is  by  the  skitftfi  applictftion  of  isoch  means,  oombmed  'with  ju^ 
dieieus  medical  treatment,  Ihtft  it  is  in  our  power  to  restore  to  so^ 
ciety  many  rational  minds,  who  otherwise  would  continue  through 
life  in  the  darimess  of  tnrtellectual  derangement,  an  object  of  in- 
consciaUe  grief  to  friends,  «nd  a  burden  and  terror  to  oommo^ 
aity. 

This  humane  system  has  succeeded  one  in  which  whips,  and 

tshaios,  and  dungeons  were  the  only  instruments  of  management 

These  goaded  iSe  maniac  into  phrenzy,  exasperated  his  malady, 

and  eventually  plunged  him  into  a  state  of  incurable  madness* 

Under  the  improved  system  of  treatment,  if  the  proper  remedies 

are  apjyKed,  and  in  proper  season,  it  is  believed  that  every  case  of 

mental  disorder  is  curaUe,  unless  there  be  some  structural  defect, 

some  malconformtftion  of  the  cranium  or  the  brain*    In  many  e^ 

tabltshmenti,  and  those  not  the  best  regulated,  eight  out  of  ten> 

und  even^rx  out  of  seven,  recent  cases  have  reoovered.    In  Doct* 

Barrows'  private  Asylum,  England,  the  proportion  of  the  recove* 

ries  in  aH  the  cases,  both  old  and  recent,  including  fatuity,  idiocy 

aod  epilepsy,  were  81  in  100;  in  the  old  cases,  M  in  lOO;  in  the 

recent  cases,  91  in  100.     (Burrows'  Com.  on  Insanity,  p.  681,  H.) 

Still  this  great  success  in  the  treatment  of  insanity  falls  far  short 

of  what  is  attainable.     When  a  liberal  encouragement  shall  be  be* 

stowed  upon  investigations  in  this  department  of  science,  the  spirit 

that  has  already  been  awakened  in  behalf  of  the  insane,  will,  aiit* 

ed  by  the  strong  stimulant  of  benevolence,  accomplish  all  that  hu* 

manity  can  desire  for  the  comfort  and  the  recovery  of  the  insane. 

Although  an  old  case  is  not  necessarily  incurable,  and  the  slight 

hope  of  a  restoration  to  the  possession  of  reason  is  sufficient  to 

warrant  the  application  of  every  necessary  remedy;  yet  the  great 

secret  of  success,  in  the  treatment  of  insanity,  is  the  placing  the 

patient  immediately  or  very  soon  after  the  access  of  tne  disease, 

imdcr  a  process  of  curative  treatment,  and  under  circumstances  the 

most  fkvorabte  to  the  success  of  such  treatment;  for  generally  a 

curable  case  becomes  incurable  by  neglect     Hence  fellows  the  in* 

dispensable  importance  of  providing  hospitals  adequate  to  the  ao- 

commodation  of  ail  the  insane;  and  the  necessity  of  providing  such 

aocnmmodations  gratuitously  for  those  who  are  unable  to  bear  the 

expense.    The  success  of  these  humane  establishments  should  be 

a  sufficient  incentive  to  governments  and  to  individuals  to  multiply 
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md^mi^et^  Aom  antil  ocoumnediilieM  aImIT he- providod for  eye^ 
ry  iixiif  iduqt-  afflicted  with  ooentat  dersm^gemoai, 

li  has  ftleo  been  tmsertained  that  the  retnovai  of  the  paticDt  fron> 
his  home^^  19  i^Mi^pensabie  to  •ucceM*  m  curing:  inaanitgr.  If  pcr-^ 
mitted  to  ramain  mi  the  bosom  of  bis  own  famity,  where  ha  is  8ur«^ 
roafKied  by  his  rehitives'  aad-  friendt,  little  hope  can  be  entcrtayied' 
0{  his  reo^rery.  For  there  die  causes  which  first  excited  hi»  ma- 
lady, or  objects  associated  with  themy  are  ever  present  to  increase 
its  Tioiencer  »)d  there,  as  the  morai  obHquities  of  hi&  disease  ha vo* 
generated  feeKngs  of  aversion  aad  hate  towards  those  who  wero 
the  olgecfs  of  tns  aflection,  the  very  kindnesses  and  attentions' 
they  bestow^  upon  him  retard  his  recovery;  and  there disobediencq: 
to  ids  orders  by  those  who  were  aecastomed  to  yield  obodienco  ta 
his  eofomands,  reuses  hia  passions  and  inflames  his  mental  diatur- 
kanoe. 

Thus  undeir  all  these  exasperating  ioflaeneesr  resulting  fron)  ^ 
residence  at  home,  the  dehisiona  of  the  R»aniac  become.  Ixed  an<l 
unshaken,  the  morbid  affection  of  his  brain  rs  stimulated  to  it9 
greatMt  exacerbattoov  and  he  breaks  oat  in  acts  of  viplence,  and 
hia  restraint  becomes  necessary  to  the  security  of  those  around 
him.  This  very  restraint,  and  that  too  by  those  whom  he  ha» 
been  accustomed  to  command^  sooa  gives  the  disaase  a  perinancnl 
and  incurable  character,  from  which  all  recovery  is  hopeless*  It 
has,  therefore,  becbme  a  maxim,  that  insanity  is  more  efiectually 
and  certainly,  if  not  ah>ne  cured,  in  places  expressly  prepared  and 
adapted  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  the  insane.^  The  pa^ 
tlent,  if  his  recovery  is  looked  for,  mast  bo  renK)ved  from  aft  tb^ 
objects  and  scenes  which  originated,  or  which  tend  to  aggravati^ 
his  mental  diaorder^  And  at  no  phice  ean  tite  insane  enjoy  ao  much 
comfort  as  at  a  public  or  welt  regulated  private  hospital  Ther^ 
every  want  js  attended  to;  cleanliness  of  person,  nutiitioas  diet^ 
and  protection  from  cold.  The  patient  can  there  be  indulged  io 
greater  liberty  than  at  any  other  place,  without  danger  to  himself 
or  to  others^  And  his  disease  is  not  there  exasperated  by  cruel 
treatment  or  unnecessary  restraint.  Separated  from  every  cause 
which  ozcites  his  disorder,  he  with  ease  is  brought  to  conform  to 
ali  the  rules  of  discipline  established  in  the  asylum.  And  also 
while  there,  aiKl  which  is  no  small  reru>mmendation,  his  fricndp 
and  relatives  are  relieved  from  all  anxiety  on  his  account,  they  be* 
ing  assured  that  he  enjoys  at  such  establishment  every  comfort  and 
convenience,  without  any  unnecessary  severity  or  confinement. 

"  Although  many  private  hospitals  have  been,  and  are  now,  hu«> 
manely  and  successfully  conducted;  yet  it  is  evident  that  public 
hospitals  for  the  insane,  erected  and  supported  by  an  associatioa 
of  individuals,  or  by  the  government,  upoft  a  liberal  and  extensive 
plan,  possess  numerous  advantages  over  all  others.  It  has  been 
•ascertained  that  a  large  and  commodious  establishment,  endowed 
with  ample  funds,  and  located  with  reference  to  cheerful  scenery^ 
pure  water,  and  salubrious  air;  affording  opportunities  for  mecha* 
nical,  agricultural,  and  horticultural  emplovment,  and  facilitiea 
for  ejteroise  and  amusement;  is  necessary  to  the.  successful  manage- 


vneitt  aiw!  trciCtmeTft  of  iheinsAne. '  Tlie  expense  tequishe  16  -errecl, 
famish  and  sastsrin  soch  an  eslablishment,  exceeds  the  power  of 
indiVidoals,     The  -cowibkiod  exertions  ctf  nrrany,  xfr  the  means  of 
the  Stale,  arc  alone  adequate  to  aecompiisfa  this  objecft.     And  pub^ 
lie  hospitals  can  be  brought  under  a  more  severe  ^nd  constam  in* 
rspection  and  -superintendence  fhan  prrvate  e^aUisbments;  tin  ad-" 
Vantage,  the  importance  of -which  melancholy  experience  has  oftea' 
demonstrated.   'It  has  been  fonnd,  that  a  vigilant  and  rigid  inspec* 
tion,  with  power  to  correct  abuses,  is  necessary  to  the  protection, 
conrfort  and  proper  treatment  of  the  insane.    *h  was  tne  want  of 
such  an  inspection  which  led  to  those  shocking  abuses  and  inhu- 
man cruelties,  practised  4apon  the  miserable  victims  of  mental  dis- 
order in  the  privjtte  mad  houses  in  England,  which  were  brought 
to  light  by  tne  investigations  of  ihe  I»yase  of  Commons,  in  1806, 
and  m  \^\h  and  1816.     The  development  of  these  abuses  and  cru- 
eUies,  produced  one  of  the  Wrongest -sensations  ever  felt  in  Eng^  * 
land.     It  appeared,  bj'  the  disclosures  made  at  the  periods  aHuded 
to,  that  the  keepers  of  the  private  mad-houses  in  that  country,  had 
rarely  every  t)oen  medical  practitioners.     That  any  person,  from 
the  mere  object  of  gain,  without  any  referewcc  to  his  qualifications 
or  capacity,  had  been  permitted  to  open  houses  for  the  reception 
<if  the  insane.     These  men  having  no  reputation  at  stake,  were 
{n'ompted  by  interest  to  prolong  the  duration  of  the  disease,  and 
to  render  it  incurable,  as  their  compensation  depended  upon  the 
time  the  inmates  of  their  establishments  were  detained  in  custody. 
And  their  interest  seldom  failed  to  overbear  the  Kttle  integrity  and 
humanity  they  possessed.     An  impression  had  also  been  produced^ 
and  probably  through  the  busy  and  wicked  instrumentality  of  these 
interested  keepers,  that  insanity  brought  with  it  reproach  and  dis- 
grace upon  the  family  of  its  victim.     As  soon,  therefore,  as  this 
terrific  and  ignominious  malady  displayed  itself,  its  unfortunate 
aubject  was,  with  great  secrecy,  hurried  by  his  friends  and  rela- 
tives, to  one  of  these  receptacles,  as  a  place  of  confinement  and 
concealment;  and  was  there  abandoned  to  the  exclusive  manage^ 
itient  of  some  heartless  hireling,  whose  interest  was  to  render  the 
disease  permanent,  and  which  result  he  scarcely  ever  failed  to  pro- 
duce, by  shameiul  neglect  and  merciless  cruelty.     This  was  not 
all:  for  the  mystery  and  secrecy  which  surrounded  these  private 
iftad-houseri,  and  which  excluded  all  visitation  and  inspection,  fur* 
nished  facilittes  for  the  gratification  of  the  passions  of  avarice  and 
revenge.     Many  a  case  had  occurred,  where  men  perfectly  sane 
liad  been  imnmrcd  in  these  living  tombs,  by  interested  relatives, 
ih'6fder  to  obtain  the  possession  of  their  estates,  or  by  implacable 
cnerifiies,  to  glut  the  cravings  of  some  base  and  malignant  passion. 
Und^r^  tiie  protection  of  concealment  and  seclusion,  and  of  the 
dread- thete  receptacles  of  misery  inspired,  every  degree  of  ne- 

flect  and 'cruelty  was  practised  with  impunity  upon  their  inmates.  • 
or  years,  tragic  scenes  of  horror  were  acted  over,  in  their  dark 
and  hidden  recesses,  known  only  to  the  wretched  sufferers  them- 
selves, and  to  their  barbarous  keepers.     Many  a  curable  case  was 
there  rendered  incorable«    Many  an  exalted  mind  and  noble  spirit, 


wm«.  tfer9  rtiined  and  eztiognislied.  And  wiihip  tlie  gloomy  wall» 
of  these  dreaded  dwellings^  many  a.  poor  wretch,  iinpttied,  and 
unseen  by  any  eye  from  without,  was  precipitated  into  eternity^ 
by  the  barbarities  of  neglcet,.  or  by  positive  cruelty  and  violence*. 

To  render  the  recurrence  of  such  enormities  impossible,  it  be- 
eomes  our  duty  to  establish  a  system  of  the  most  constant  and  se- 
▼•re  inspection,  which  shall  reach  every  public  and  private  esta- 
blishment for  the  insane ;^  an  inspection,  clothed,  with  a.  power  to* 
supervise  the  whole  interior  management,  and  to  inquire  iolo,  and 
correct  every  abuse. 

It  is  clear,  thai  public  hospitals  furnish  the  greatest  facilities  for 
establishing  and  carrying  into  effect  such  a  system  of  inspection^. 
In  public  h^pitals  also,  jadicioas  regulations  can  be  better  enforced 
fos  recording  and  preserving  a  history  of  the  cases  of  the  patients;, 
with  the  view  of  enabling  scientific  men  to  exiead  their  research- 
es in  this  department  of  science,  and  from  authentic  lacts,  thus^ 
collected,  to  deduce  some  ^nerat  prineiples,  Ibr  the  managemens 
,  and  treatment  of  mental  disease*  The  visita  of  friends,  in  a  pub^ 
Kc  bospitalr  can  likewise  be  most  efiectuallv  restrictecL  And  iia 
public  hospitals,  by  means  of  their  ample  uinds>  the  most  conb* 

fietent  ana  skilful  superintendent  and  keepers  may  be  obtained^ 
n  this  particular,  neither  expense  nor  pains  should  be  spared,  as. 
the  success  of  every  establishment  for  the  insane^  depends  upoa 
the  skill,  humanity,  mildness,  attention,  cqjuanimity  and  courage  o€ 
the  attendants,  as' well  as  upon  a  sufficient  number  of  them,  la  or-^ 
der  to  avoid  all  coercion  or  confinement,  unlesss  it  becomes  indis* 
pensable  from  the  violence  of  the  patient. 

When  the  insane  were  considered  incurable,  and  hospitals  for 
tbeir  reception  were  only  regarded  as  places  of  confinement  fox 
the  protection  of  the  public,  a  suflicient  number  of  attendants  to 
prevent  unnecessary  coercion,  and  their  fitness  for  the  station,  were 
not  deemed  important.    But  now,  as  higher  and  more   humane- 
views  are  entertained,  and  as  the  recovery  of  the  insane  is  the 
noble  object  which  has  called  forth  the  animated  exertions  of  the 
philanthropy  of  the  age,  the  greatest  attention  is  paid  to  the  quali«^ 
ficatioDS  and  number  of  the  attendants.     A.  public  hospital  is  also,, 
of  all  other  establishments  of  the  kind,  best  adapted  to  the  intro* 
duction  of  an  enlightened  system  of  police,  in  the  management  of 
lunatics.    Separated  from  every  cause  which  stimulates  and  ag«- 
gravates  their  disorder,  they  are,  without  much  difficulty,  induced 
to  conform  to  ail  the  rules-  of  discipline  established  in  the  hospitaL 
And  as  the  law  of  government  is  the  law  of  kindness,  upon  re- 
ceiving constant  proofs  of  the  parental  regard  and  tenderness  of 
the  superintendent,  by  the  aid  of  the  little  remaining  reason  which 
they  possess,  they  soon  begin  to  entertain  for  him  feelings  of  re- 
spect and  esteem.    He  skilfully  taking  advantage  of  these  feelings, 
easily  wins  theirxonfidence.     And  patients  who  entered  the  hos- 
pital violent  maniacs,  by  the  influence  which  he  thus  acquires  over 
them,  soon  become  docile,  quiet  and  Jiarmless.    And  if  any  re- 
straint should  become  necessary,  they  are  given  to  understand  that 
it  is  resorted  to  as  a  remedy  for  their  mental  disease,  and  not  as  a 


« 

panisliiDenL*  It  is  thus,  by  ^tle  meam  and  kind  attentioof » that 
the  violence  of  this  ditorder  ts  fubdued,  and  the  mind  is  gradually 
indoced  to  discard  its  illusions,  and  to  resume  its  sound  and  health" 
ful  action. 

The  arrangement  of  the  building,  with  reference  to  the  seclu^ 
sion  and  classification  of  the  patients,  which  is  the  greatest  adju- 
vant to  successful  treatment;  the  provision  of  all  the  conveniences 
for  the  comfort  of  the  patients;  the  preparation  of  spacious  yards 
I  for  their  exercise  and  amusement;  the  erection  of  workshops,  and 
the  purchase  and  preparation  of  grounds  for  their  occupation  and 
emplojrment;  and  the  imposing  appearance  of  the  building  itself^ 
which  is  necessarry  to  produce  impressions  upon  the  minds  of  its 
inmates,  combining  a  belief  of  comfort  with  a  feeling  of  grandeur; 
all  together  cannot'  be  accomplished  by  individual  means,  but  re« 
quire  the  combined  effort  of  many. 

Public  hospitals,  upon  an  extensive  plan,  also  possess  the  advan* 
tage  of  suddenly,  when  necessity  requires  it,  exhibiting  a  great 
show  of  power,  in  subduing  the  violence  of  the  patients.  This 
advantage  is  of  great  importance  in  the  treatment  of  furious  ma- 
niacs. They  are  generall v  cowards,  and  yield  to  superior  power. 
And  as  frequently  one  of  their  delusions  is  a  belief  in  iheir  su- 
preme power,  either  divine  or  human,  a  conviction  of  their  de- 
Gndence  and  weakness  breaks  the  catenation  of  morbid  ideaa»  and 
M  a  tendency  to  dispel  the  morbid  delusion. 

In  fine,  nothing  can  equal  the  advantages  of  an  extensive  esta« 
blishmcnt,  where  humanity,  science  and  skill  are  putting;  forth 
their  united  exertions  to  procure  the  comfort  and  effect  the  cure 
of  the  insane.  It  is  here  that  the  system  of  moral  treatment  can 
be  most  successfully  and  eflScaciously  adopted.  It  is  here,  by  oc- 
cupation, exercise  and  amusement,  and  all  the  numerous  devices 
of  ingenuity,  stimulated  to  exertion  by  enlightened  humanity,  that 
the  attention  of  the  insane  is  most  easily  diverted  from  his  delu- 
sions, and  the  morbid  train  of  his  ideas  most  frequently  interrupt- 
ed. It  is  in  such  an  establishment  that  his  hallucinations  may  be 
most  rapidly  dispelled,  and  that  new  ideas,  new  impressions  and 
new  feelings  may  be  created.  It  is  here  that,  by  exciting  fresh 
moral  emotions,  the  creations  of  a  diseased  imagination  may  be 
banished,  and  an  expiring  intellect  revived. 

But  no  hospital  for  the  insane,  whether  public  or  private,  can  be 
eminently  suacessful  in  the  cure  of  the  insane,  without  a  compe- 
tent medical  attendant.  Upon  this  selection,  more  than  upon  any 
other  circumstance,  depends  the  success  of  the  curative  treatment 
of  the  insane.  The  physician  selected  should  be  a  nuin  of  the  high- 
est order  of  intellect,  of  extensive  learning,  of  great  skill  and  sagaci- 
ty, of  distinguished  moral  virtue,  and  one  who  possesses  a  peculiar 
tact  and  address  in  the  treatment  of  this  disorder.  To  induce  a 
medical  gentleman  of  such  rare  endowments  to  assume  the  charge 
of  a  hospital,  and  to  devote  his  whole  time  and  attention  to  its  in- 
mates, will  require  the  ample  funds  of  a  public  and  well  endowed 
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establishment.  And  in  all  probability,  a  judicious  and  proper  se- 
lection ^vill  more  generally  be  made  ^y  a  public  hospital,  tnan  by 
any  private  establishment. 

The  physician  upon  whom  devolves  the  responsibility  of  restor- 
ing the  inmates  of  a  hospital  to  the  possession  of  their  reason^ 
should  be  master  of  the  healing  art,  and  of  the  sciences  of  physi- 
ology and  pathology.  He  should  have  a  profound  kowleage  of 
pharmaceutic  preparations,  and  of  the  character  and  causes  of  cor- 
^  poreal  disease.  He  should  have  devoted  many  an  hour  to  the  stu- 
dy of  mental  phvlosophv;  and  should  be  familiar  with  the  opera- 
tions of  the  mind,  ana  the  causes  which  disturb  these  operations, 
and  result  in  the  injury  of  its  functions.  He  should  be  profoundly 
acquainted  with  the  laws  of  both  mind  and  body;  and  should  pos- 
sess the  skill  and  sagacity  to  discover  whether  the  mental  distur- 
bance of  his  patient  arises  from  a  moral  or  physical  cause;  wheth- 
er it  is  primary  in  its  character,  or  symptomatic,  happening  con- 
currently with  some  other  disease,  or  is  produced  by  sympathy 
with  the  disease  of  some  remote  corporeal  organ;  and  if  the  de- 
rangement is  caused  by  a  disease  of  some  remote  parts,  shifting 
morbid  actions  to  the  brain,  in  what  particular  manner  the  insani- 
ty is  so  induced.  All  this  knowledge  is  necessary,  before  he  can 
with  safety,  and  any  hopes  of  success,  prescribe  medical  or  even 
moral  remedies  for  the  mental  disease.  The  physician  should  also 
be  able  to  ascertain  the  peculiar  mental  delusions  of  his  patient, 
and  the  causes  which  induced  them,  and  their  connexion  with 
his  temper^  constitution,  age,  and  other  diseases.  He  should  be 
able  to  detect  this  subtle  disease  under  every  new  form  which  it 
may  assume,  and  to  trace  it  through  all  its  mazes  to  its  hidden  and 
original  cause.  And  he.  must  not  disdain  to  cultivate  an  acquaint- 
ance with  all  the  errors  and  delusions  of  ignorance  and  credulity, 
as  this  knowledge  will  enable  him  to  counteract  and  dispel  them. 
In  addition  to  these  qualifications,  the  physician  must  possess  a  pe- 
culiar tact  and  address  in  the  management  of  persons  deprived  of 
reason.  He  must  be  able  to  win  their  confidence,  to  soothe  the 
furious  into  calmness,  and  revive  the  hopes  of  the  melancholic^ 
and  when  reason  first  begins  to  dawn  upon  his  patient,  he  must 
possess  the  power  of  assisting  the  struggles  of  nis  resuscitating 
mind,  and,  with  skill  and  address,  by  reasoning  to  remove  its  fad- 
ing illusions.  To  be  competent  to  the  discharge  of  this  difficult 
and  various  duty,  the  phvsician  must  have  a,  profound  knowledge 
of  human  nature  and  of  human  passions.  He  must  have  studieH 
men,  by  observation,  and  by  reading  the  lives  of  those  who  havo 
been  distinguished  for  some  master  passion,  such  as  the  love  of 
glory,  enthusiasm  for  letters,  the  fine  arts,  or  any  other  great  fea- 
ture of  character  which  has  called  forth  the  applause  of  the  world. 
And  to  these  intellectual  qualities,  the  physician  must  add  many 
moral  qualities;  such  as  a  lofty  philanthropy,  spotless  integrity, 
amiability  and  great  benevolence  of  heart,  ardeiil  zeal,  untiring 
perseverance,  mildness  of  manner  united  with  great  firmhess,  un- 
shrinking courage,  and  unruffled  equanimity.  He,,'i][jijif  t  appreciate 
the  value  of  consolatory  language  and  kind  treatmeht,  and  even 
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the  advantages  of  an  imposing  person  and  commanding  voice  an 
not  to  be  disregarded. 

Dr.  Pinel  says,  of  the  celebrated  Willis,  "  That  his  usual  ex* 
pression  of  countenance  iivas  sweetness  and  aAabiHty,  but  when 
for  the  first  time  be  looked  a  maniac  in  the  face,  he  aj^ared  in* 
stantly  to  change  his  character;  his  features  presented  a  new  as^ 
pect,  such  as  commanded  the  respect  and  attention  even  of  luna* 
Ucs.  His  look^  appeared  to  penetrate  into  their  hearts/ and  to 
read  their  thoughts.  It  was  thus  that  he  obtained  an  authority 
over  his  patients  which  afterwards  co-operating  with  other  means, 
contributed  to  restore  them  to  themselves  and  their  friends." 

Thus  it  is  seen  what  a  combination  of  rare  and  uncommon  qua^ 
lities  is  required  in  a  physician  to  qualify  him  for  the  management 
and  treatment  of  lunatics.  An  individual  thus  qualified^  if  be  can 
be  found,  can  only  be  induced  to  undeitake  the  arduous  duty  of 
physician  to  a  hospital  for  the  insane,  by  an  adequate  compensation; 
and  it  is  generally  only  within  the  means  of  an  extensive  estab- 
lishment to  obtain  the  services  of  such  men. 

Another  advantage  which  results  from  the  erection  of  public 
hospitals,  and  the  employment  of  the  superintendent  and  physician 
at  a  stated  salary,  jnay  bo  alluded  to,  which  is,  that  all  tempta* 
tions  in  such  establishments  to  prolong  the  continuance  of  the  diV« 
ease,  and  to  render  the  .case  incurable,  are  taken  away;  whicb^ 
disgraceful  as  it  is  to  human  nature,  have  sometimes  overborne 
the  integrity  of  those  whose  compensation  depended  upon  the  num- 
ber of  the  patients,  and  the  time  of  their  detention  in  custody. 

The  committee  have  thus  endeavored  to  detail  some  of  the  adl- 
vantages  of  public  hospitals  for  the  insane,  and  to  enforce  the  im« 
portancc  of  putting  in  requisition  the  talents  and  exertions  of  tho 
roost  accomplishea  and  able  of  the  medical  professioi),  in  the  cura- 
tive treatment  of  the  diseases  of  the  mind. 

The  committee  have  also  endeavored  to  enforce  the  indispensa* 
blc  necessity  of  removing  the  patient  from  his  home,  and  the  im- 
portance of  preparing  places  for  his  reception,  arranged  and  adapted 
to  advance  his  comfort  and  promote  his  recovery.  The  committee 
have  also  endeavored  to  show^  that  individual  benevolence  is  un« 
able  to  sustain  the  expense  of  erecting  establishments  for  the  recep* 
tion  of  the  insane.  And  the  result  mvist  be,  that  unless  the  efforts 
of  many  are  united,  or  the  government  interposes,  this  niiost  afflict- 
ed part  of  our  race  will  be  abandoned  to  total  neglect,  or  to  the 
horrors  of  empyricism;  either  of  which  will  doom  thena  to  perpetual 
mental  darkness,  without  a  solitary  gleam  of  hope,  to  light  up  the 
awful  gloom  wihch  enshrouds  them. 

The  duty  of  the  government,  to  provide  for  the  comfort  and  euro 
of  its  insane  citizens,  is  acknowledged  in  all  civilized  countries. 
The  most  powerful  considerations  of  humanity  address  themselves 
to  the  State,  to  provide  asylums  for  the  gratuitous  reception  and 
treatment  of  those  who  are  unable  to  bear  the  exjpensei  and  a)sq  for 
those  who  possess  the  ability  of  sustaining  such  expense,  upon  re- 
ceiving froai  them  a  fair  compensation  for  iheir«support,  and  medical 
and  moral  treatment    The  poor  are  a  public  charge.    The  State 


M  [AfBismLT 

are  bound  to  provide  for  their  bodily  wants;  and  if  aflficled  with 
mental  disorder,  the  obligation  is  equally  great  to  administer  to  their 
intellectual  wants.  This  class  of  our  citizens  are  now  suffering  all 
the  horrors  of  neglect.  The  pauper^Iunatie  has  no  friend  or  aSfec* 
tionate  relative  to  administer  to  his  disease ;  to  soothe  the  agonies  of 
his  troubled  spirit,  or  to  attend  to  his  personal  comfort,  to  his  clean- 
Knessy  his  diet,  his  clothing,  and  to  protect  him  from  unnecessary 
coercion,  and  cruel  treatment.  He  is  exposed  to  sale,  and  is  struck 
ofF  to  the  bidder  Who  yrill  maintain  him  for  the  least  compensation, 
or  he  is  detained  in  the  poor-house  of  the  county  where  he  is  a  re- 
sident No  attempt  whatever  is  made  to  effect  his  recovery;  the 
only  object  in  view  is  the  protection  of  the  public  from  his  violence. 
His'  personal  comfort  is  disregarded.  In  many  cases  be  expires 
from  the  mere  neglect  of  his  personal  wants.  If  violent  or  noisy, 
be  is  restrained  by  chains,  or  confined  in  cells.  Ho  is  the  victim  of 
constant  abuse,  cruelty  and  neglecL  Under  such  treatment,  his 
disease,  curable  in  its  first  stages,  soon  assumes  a  chronic  and 
incurable  character,  and  sets  at  defiance  all  the  powers  of  human 
science  and  skill. 

That  such  things  should  exist  in  a  State  so  liberal  and  enlightened 
as  ours,  must  excite  mingled  emotions  of  surprise  and  pain  in  every 
benevolent  heart.  The  melancholy  and  afflicting  neglect  of  the  in- 
sane poor,  is  alone  attributable  to  an  ignorance  of  their  deplorable 
condition  on  the  part  of  our  generous  and  humane  population. 

It  would  be  a  most  distressing  fact,  and  disparaging  to  the  philan- 
thropy of  the  age,  if  the  victims  of  disordered  intellect  were  not 
deemed  legitimate  objects  of  public  charity,  and  it  they  were  to  be 
thrown  as  a  perpetual  burden  upon  society,  consigned  to  pitiless 
neglect,  and  forever  shut  out  from  all  hope  of  enjoyment  on  earth. 

These,  however,  are  not  the  views  of  tnis  country,  or  of  the  civi« 
lized  world.  The  insiine,  wherever  the  light  of  christhmity  has 
penetrated,  are  acknowledged  objects  of  publ^  charity,  and  are  now 
calling  forth  the  most  powerful  and  persevering  exertions  of  the 
pbilanthropr  of  every  country. 

Most  of  tne  governments  in  Eumpe  have  made  liberal  provision 
for  their  insane.  In  this  State,  however,  it  would  seem  tnat  much 
yet  remained  to  be  done  in  behalf  of  this  deplorable  portion  of  its 
population.  According  to  the  census  of  1825,  the  pupulation  in  the 
State  of  New-York  amounted  to  1,016,458.  The  number  of  luna- 
tics at  that  time  was  810,  and  of  idiots  1,421 ;  total,  2,240,  or  one 
in  every  721  inhabitants.  The  population  of  the  State  now  is 
1,92S,522;  and  the  number  of  lunatics  and  idiots  must  in  all  pro- 
bability have  increased  to  2,695. 

To  accommodate  these  2,695  persons,  we  have  but  one  incorpo- 
rated Asylum,  (at  Bloomingdale,)  containing  provision  for  about 
SOO  patients;  and  one  private  Asylum  at  Hudson,  containing  ac- 
commodations for  50  patients,  established  during  the  past  summer 
by  Doct.  S.  White.  And  these  establishments  are  only  for  pay  pa- 
^  tients,  and  are  inadequate  to  accommodate  even  those,  whose  re- 
latives are  able  to  sustain  the  expense  of  their  maintenance  and 
treatment  at  a  public  or  private  hospital.  At  neither  of  these  in- 
stitutions is  there  any  provision  for  pauper  lunatics. 


There  was  a  law  passed  on  fhe  24th  March,  1007,  "by  which 
the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  city  or  town  were  authorized  to 
•contract  with  the  Grovemors  of  the  New- York  Hospital,  for  the 
care  and  mainteoaace  of  paaper  lunatics.  And  the  Governors  of 
that  Hospital  have,  since  the  passage  of  this  law,  resolved  to  ad«- 
mit  paupers  into  their  Asylum  at  the  moderate  price  of  two  dollars 
a  week.  But  the  admission  of  paupers  into  the  jBloomingdale  Asy^ 
lum  is  entirely  optional  with,  and  not  compulsory  upon,  the  Go* 
I  veroors  of  the  Hospital;  and  but  very  few  towns  have,  under  the 

authority  of  this  law,  sent  their  pauper  lunatics  to  this  establtsV 
menC  It  must  then  be  a  conceded  lact,  that  there  exists  no  pro^ 
¥ision  whatever  In  this  State  for  the  comfortable  support  and  the 
proper  treatment  of  the  insane  poor.  They  are  abandoned  to  a 
total  neglect,  and  deprived  of  all  the  proper  means  for  their  cure; 
except  in  a  very  few  cases,  where  the  town  or  city  has  voluntarily 
made  some  provision  for  their  comfort,  or  sent  th^kn  to  some  asy- 
lum with  a  view  to  their/recovery^ 

Of  the  814^  lunatics  in  the  State  in  1 825,  only  MB  were  of  suffi- 
cient  ability  to  pay  for  their  own  support  The  remaining  556, 
were  insane  pauper's,  either  confined  in  jails,  poor-houses,  or  pri- 
vate families,  or  roamed  at  large,  a  terror  to  others,  and  were  sup- 
ported either  as  paupers,  or  by  charity. 

In  the  year  1827,  a  law  was  passed,  prohibiting  the  confinement 
of  lunatic  and  idiot  paupers,  in  prisons  or  houses  ofcorrection.  But 
.  still,  however,  these  wretched  beings,  almost  entirely  continue  to 
be  confined  in  county  poor-houses,  or  private  families.  It  appears 
by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  made  to  the  present  Legis- 
lature, that  during  the  year  1830,  there  were  relieved,  or  supported 
as  paupers,  only  in  the  county  poor-houses  of  thirty-three  counties, 
or  in  private  families  in  such  counties,  345  lunatics,  and  36!  idiots. 
This  is  exclusive  of  seventeen  counties,  fi1>m  which  no  returns  had 
been  received. 

Although  the  State  has  displayed  its  liberality  to  the  Blooming- 
dale  Asylum,  and  has  made  provision  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
insane,  yet  it  is  evident,  that  this  falls  for  short  of  the  necessities 
i^  the  case.  The  whole  system  as  to  pauper  lunatics  and  idiots, 
is  radically  defoctive.  It  makes  no  provision  Tor  their  recovery. 
It  docs  not  effect  the  best  mode  of  confinement.  It  does  not  suffi- 
ciently guard  the  public  from  the  consequences  of  furious  madness. 
And  it  is  the  most  expensive  mode  of  providing  for  them.  'To  con- 
demn the  confinement  of  lunatics  in  county  poor-houses,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  advert  to  the  horrible  disclosures  of  cruelty  and  mise- 
ry, made  during  the  investigations  in  England  into  the  condition  of 
lunatics,  in  the  county  poor-houses  in  that  country. 

The  present  Governor,  in  his  annual  message  of  1830,  called 
the  attention  of  this  Legislature  to  the  deplorable  condition  of  our 
insane  poor,  and  to  the  propriety  of  erecting  an  asylum  for  their . 
gratuitous  care  and  recovery.  And  the  appointment  of  the  com- 
mittee who  n>ake  this  report  was  the  result  of  a  strong  appeal 
made  by  him  in  that  message  to  the  representatives  of  the  people^ 
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^o  correct  the  erih  and  cfisastroiifl  consequences  of  the  exisffng 
system,  as  to  pauper  lun^^tics;  to  discharge  that  highest  of  moral 
and  retigious  aoties,  which  devolve  upon  us  as^  a  govermncnt  and 
«9  chizens,  to  relieve  the  wants  of  fhe  poor  and  afflicted;  to  obey 
the  authoritative  mandate  of  the  Ruter  of  the  world;  to  imitate 
the  example  of  other  nations,  whom  we  wiff  not  confess  surpass 
us  in  either  pnbKc  spirit  or  benerotcncer  we  shoald  erect  hospitals, 
adequate  in  number  and  extent,  to  accommodate  all  our  insane; 
hospitals,  provided  with  aH  fhe  necessary  n>eans  and  facilities,  for 
their  safe  keeping,  personal  comfort  and  core.  Let  these  hospitals 
be  enlarged  or  multipficd,  as  the  malady  increases,  so  as  to  accom**' 
modate,  at  least,  all  the  insane  poor,  the  bfirden  of  whose  support 
fklls  directly  upon  the  public. 

If  il  were  necessary  to  say  any  thing  further,  to  induce  this 
movement  on  tt{<e  part  of  the  State,  it  could  be  demonstrated  that 
the  mode  here  recommended  of  providing  for  the  insane,  wouM  be 
much  less  expensive  than  the  present  system.  This  has  been  as* 
certained  in  England^  where  the  system  of  pauper  lunatic  asylums 
'  has  been  adopted/  It  would  seem  very  prooable,  that  the  expense 
to  the  several  towns  and  cities,  if  their  pauper  lunatics  were  main* 
tained  in  large  numbers,  at  some  weH  regulated  establishment,  pro* 
vided  expressly  for  their  reception,  would  be  less  than  if  they  were 
distributed  an)ong  private  families,  and  the  several  county  poor* 
houses.  In  the  latter  mode  of  jproviding  for  them,  the  number  of 
attendants,  and  the  expense  ot  medical  aid,  must  necessarily  be 
greater,  than  in  the  mode  recommended  in  this  report. 

But  when  we  take  into  consideration,  that  by  adopting  the  sys* 
tern  of  erecting  public  hospitals  for  the  reception  and  cure  of  the 
insane  poor,  the  greatest  portion  of  them,  probably  at  least  ninety 
out  of  one  hundred,  wilt  recover,  And  forever  thereafter  cease  to 
be  a  charge  upon  the  public,  all  of  whom  wouM  have  renniined 
through  life  such  charge,  had  not  the  proposed  system  been  adopt* 
ed;  we  must  be  convinced  that  the, erection  of  public  hosptlals  for 
the  insane  poor,  would  be  much  less  expensive  than  the  present 
mode  adopted  for  their  safe  keeping  and  maintenance. 

In  many  of  the  European  asylums,  considerable  expense  is  sar* 
cd  to  the  establishment,  by  applying  to  some  useful  purpose  the 
labor  of  the  quiet  and  docile  part  of  the  patients.  It  has  been  as* 
certained  by  experience,  and  it  forms  one  of  the  essential  princi* 
pies  of  moral  treatment,  that  occupation  is  one  of  the  greatest  ad* 
juvants  of  recovery.  Labor,  which  is  the  great  law  of  health,  is 
almost  indispensable  in  the  cure  of  the  insane.  This  principle,  in 
well  regulated  establishments,  can  with  ease  be  made  prodactive 
of  profitable  results.  The  females  can  be  induced  to  sew,  spin, 
weave,  and  attend  to  many  household  duties.  The  males  may  bo 
employed  upon  the  farm,  in  the  garden  or  workshops.  In  the  Ar* 
magh  District  Asylum,  Ireland,  the  whole  clothing  for  the  esta* 
blishment  is  made  and  kept  in  repair  by  the  patients.  In  addition 
to  this,  much  household  labor  is  performed  by  the  female  patients, 
and  considerable  work  done  upon  the  farm  by  the  males. 

It  may  not  be  unprofitable  nere  briefly  to  notice  what  has  been 
doM  for  the  insane  by  our  sister  StoteS|  ud  by  foreign  nations* 
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Masiaohvaetts,  witk  a  poptMiMi  of  616,101,  ni<>re  ibM  Iwo- 
thirds  teas  than  our  yopalatioa,  wd  with  oaly  abaut  840  iosana, 
1^49  less  than  the  munber  ia  oar  owa  Stata,  and  poMesskig  aa 
iocarporated  MBjima^  capable  of  aecooiaiiodalin^  nearly  at  many 
.patients  aa  the  asylum  at  Bloomuigdale,  is  exhibiting  the  laudable 
example  of  providing,  in  an  efiectual  manner,  for  the  safe  keeping 
end  care  or  her  paiiper  luaaties*  She  hes  reeeidly  commeaced 
the  erection  of  a  State  establishment  for  this  purpose,  upon  an  ex^ 
tensive  plan,  at  Worcester, 

Kentucky  has  already  made  prov^ision  for  her  iosaae  poor.  In 
I8M,  an  asylum  ereetee  at  Lexington,  by  the  Stale,  oxpressly  for 
the  core  of  pauper  lunatics,  vss  completed,  and  opened  lor  tha 
reception  of  patients. 

In  Europe,  much  has  been  done  for  the  inaane.  They  were  ne* 
gioBted  loager  in  En^and  than  in  many  other  ooqntrtes  on  the 
eonUnent  of  Ekirope.  » 

In  the  3rear  1774,  for  the  first  time,  in  coneequence  of  the  die* 
cloture  of  some  eases  of  improper  confinement  and  great  crueltyi 
the  subject  was  brought  before  Parliament;   and  an  act  was  thea 
passed,  which  rei{uired  sU  tho  madhouses  in  England  and  Walee 
to  he  licensed;    and  they  were^  by  the  same  act,  made  liable  to  a 
casaal  ioapection;    but  ao  power  was  ^i^ea  by  the  act  to  eorrect 
abuses,  and  no  proirision  was  made  for  the  protection  of  the  in^ 
sane  poor.     This  wretched  class  of  citizens  opnitnued  in  a  9tate  of 
deplorable  misery  and  total  neglect,  confined  either  in  the  diunp 
dangeons  of  public  workhouses,  houses  of  oornection,  or  in  pr jsonsi 
unt9  the  year  IS06,  when,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr*  Wlnne,  IJnder 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  a  select  committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  was  raised  to  ioves tigete  their  condition. 
This  inquiry  resulted  in  the  act  now  in  force,  which  authorizee 
the  Bsagiatrates  of  the  several  counties  in  England  and  Wales  to 
erect  public  asylums  for  their  insane  poor,  under  their  own  imme* 
diate  inspection  and  government,  and  to  charge  the  expenses  at» 
tendihg  the  patients  to  the  pooor  rates  of  the  parish  to  which  they 
respectiTely  belong.    Under  this  act,  cojunty  asylums  for  pauper 
lunatics  have  been  erected  in  18  oounttes.     The  best  constructed 
and  the  best  regulated  of  these,  are  those  erected  for  the  West 
Riding  of  York  at  Wakefield,  &od  for  Lancaster.     The  formeir 
coalaina  accommodations  for  8M  patients,  and.  was  built  upon  an 
mppTored  p\aa,  pursuant  to  the  instructions  of  Samuel  Tuke,  a  dis- 
tinguished friend,  whose  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  insane  bespeah 
a  most  pure  and  enlightened  philanthropy,  and  merit  the  gratitud(9 
of  the  civilized  world.     The  excellent  plan  of  this  building  may 
be  legarded  as  a  model,  in  imitation  of  which  it  would  be  uvis^i- 
hie  to  coostroct  similar  eatabliahments. 

The  two  old  hospitals  for  the  insane^,  of  Bethlem  (established  in 
1684)  and  of  St.  Luke  (established  in  i7fl)  in  Liondon,  are  desti-  . 
-tttte  ef  the  advantages  of  spacious  grounds,  and  of  workshops  fpr 
the  exercise  and  employment  of  the  palsenta,  and  am  radically  dp- 
fectsre  in  their  atrnetace. 
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In  rmer  imd  rB20,  mu  wera  ptmei^  by  tfte  Brhirit  ParKmnent^ 
(9  Geo.  4,  cb.  41,  aod  10  Geoir4y  cb.  18,)  providing  for  the  more 
«ffcctual  KoeoMng  of  madkouses  in  England  aad  Watas^  and  be*^ 
stowing  upoii  the  commisaioneFB  to  inspect  these-  asiablishments^ 
more  extended  powers  of  vtsitatioo,  aod  also  powers  to  correct, 
abases. 

ht  EnglMd  there  are  a  large  nvrober  of  priTate  hoases  for  the 
reception  of  the  insane.  These  last  mentioned  acts  were  passed 
especially  for  their  regulation,  and  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
those  barbarities  whieh  were  once  practised  in  these  establish- 
ments,  and  the  disclosure  of  which  led  to  the  passage  of  Mr..  Wyn* 
ne^s  act.  The  laws  of  Engbnd  in  relation  to  the  insane  poor,  are 
defective,  in  leaving  it  to  discretion  of  ihe  county  magistrates  ta 
erect  asylums-,  instead  of  making  this  duty  compulsory. 

In  Scottahd)  there  is  no-  asykim  which  can  be  called  nationatw 
There  is  no  law  in  force  there,  requiring  the  erection  of  district 
or  county  hospitals  for  the  insane.  At  Edinburgh^  the  pubUc  asy* 
lum  was  buitt  by  voluntary  subscriptions.  Pauper  kinetics  in  that 
city  are  kept  in  the  cells  of  the  charity  workhouse,  a  buiM'mg 
wanting  in  all  the  advantages  of  a  lonaitic  establishmenL  The 
splendid  asylum  at  Glasgow  is  an  eleemosynary  institution;  bI"- 
though  pauper  patients  are  there  received.  There  are  lunatic  asy* 
lunts  at  Dundee,  Montrose  and  Aberdeen,  and  also  a  small,  estab« 
lishment  at  Dumfries. 

In  1615  a  bill  was  introduced  into  Parliament^  by  Mr.  Colqu* 
houn,  and  passed  into  a  law,  which  placed  both  the  publie  and  pri« 
rate  asylums  in  Scotland  under  the  jurisdietion  of  the  sherifis  of 
the  counties,  who  by  that  act  were  authorized  to  correct  all  abii» 
ser,  and  to  prescribe  regulations  for  the  government  of  these  esta- 
blishments, and  by  and  with  the  advice  of  such  physicians  as  they 
might  call  to  their  aid,  to  interfere  even  in  the  treatment  of  the 
patients,  and  to  discharge  such  as  appeared  to  be  in>properly  con-^ 
fined. 

Ireland  exceeds  all  other  parts  of  the  British  emphre  in  carrying 
into  effect  just  views  in  relation  to  the  insane.  She  is  indebted  for 
this  pre-eminence,  to  the  zeal  and  perseverance  of  Thomas  Spring 
Rice,  whose  memory  will  long  be  cherised  by  his  gateful  country«> 
men,  for  his  benevolent  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  insane. 

In  1806,  Dean  Swift's  Hospital,  in  Dublin,  was  the  only  public 
establishment  for  the  insane  in  all  Ireland.    In  1626  there  were 

{prepared  for  the  reception  of  patients,  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asy- 
um,  and  the  lunatic  department  in  the  House  of  industry,  in  Dub- 
lin, four  private  asylums  near  the  city,  extensive  public  asylums 
sit  Cork,  Limerick,  Armagh,  Londonderry,  and  Belfast,  besides  five 
or  six  minor  establishments  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  All 
these  asylums  are  conducted  with  great  skill  and  regularity,  and 
enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  tlie  best  medical  and  moral  treatment. 
The  Limerick  District  Asylum  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  best  coo* 
structed  buildings  of  the  kind  in  Europe. 

The  laws  in  Ireland  in  relation  to  the  regulation  and  erection  of 
asylums  art  much  more  perfect  than  those  applicable  to  England 
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and  Wales.  By  an  act  pasaed  in  1817,  as  afterwards  amended, 
the  Lord  Lieute>iaot  of  Ireland  is  invested  with  the  power  of  di- 
recting the  magistrates  of  any  county  or  dbtrict  to  erect  an  asy- 
lum for  the  accommodation  of  their  insane  poor.  The  erection  of 
the  asylums  was  not,  as  in  England,  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
magistrates  By  another  act  subsequently  passed,  the  regulation 
and  inspection  of  Ikinatic  asylums  in  Ireland,  was  placed  under  the 
general  saperintcndence  of  two  individuals,  called  Inspectors-Ge- 
neral, who  are  required  to  make  an  annual  report  to  Parliament 
of  their  condition.  These  Inspectors-General  have  the  power  to 
enter  and  examine  all  public  and  private  asylums,  and  to  act  the 
part  of  the  most  rigid  inspectors. 

In  France  and  the  Netherlands,  and  in  almost  aU  the  continent^ 
tal  States,  the  hospitals  for  the  insane  are  under  the  control  of  an 
officer,  called  the  minister  of  the  interior,  and  forma  branch  of 
the  civil  hospital  department,  and  are  governed  by  one  general 
code  of  laws.  Each  city  and  principal  town  has  its  own  hospital. 
The  insane  poor  are  supported  from  the  general  funds  of  the  hos- 
pital estabh'shment.  These  funds^  are  provided  by  the  goverment« 
Each  province  has  its  own  commissioners  for  general  hospital  pur- 
poses, and  each  city  its  local  managers.  In  France,  and  the 
Netherlands,  every  public  asylum  is  under  the  immediate  charge 
of  a  respectable  physician,  appointed  by  the  government,  with  a 
regular  salary,  payable  out  of  the  hospital  funds.  In  no  country 
10  the  world,  has  more  attention  been  paid  to  the  comfort  of  tlie 
insane  than  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Netherlands.  At  Ghent  there 
are  four  public  hospitals  for  the  insane,  and  one  private  establish'* 
ment.  Antwerp  can  boast  of  one  of  the  best  regulated  asylums 
in  the  world.  It  was  erected  about  twenty-eight  years  since,  and 
contains  accommodations  for  230  patients*  With  this  hospital  is 
connected  the  celebrated  establishment  at  Gheil,  27  English  miles 
from  Antwerp,  where  lunatics  have  been  treated  from  a  remote 
age,  in  consequence  of  a  traditional  superstition,  which  attributes 
the  selection  of  this  place  to  ihe  circumstance  of  an  ^*  English  lady 
of  rank  and  surpassing  beauty,  who  being  driven  to  madness  by 
the  treachery  of  her  lover,  and  the  cruelty  of  friends,  wandered 
from  her  home  and  country,  and  found  refuge  in  this  deserted  spot; 
where  she  recovered  her  reason,  built  a  church,  and  devoted  a 
long  life  to  curing  the  insane,  having,  (according  to  the  tradition,} 
received  from  heaven,  the  power  of  performing  such  cures."  Her 
remnins  are  still  supposed  to  possess  that  power,  and  are  preserv- 
ed by  the  vilJagers  with  great  piety.  In  this  village  the  insane  re- 
cover rapidly.  The  convalescents  from  tlie  asylum  at  Antwerp, 
are  sent  here,  and  are  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  pa<- 
tients  at  Gheil.  More  patients  are  said  to  be  cured  at  this  village, 
than  at  all  the  other  npspitai9  in  the  kingdom.  In  Bavaria  and 
Saxony,  the  government  pay  great  attention  to  the  insane.  Prus- 
sia has  long  been  distinguished  for  the  excellence  of  her  asylums 
jor  lunatics.  Denmark  and  Sweden  also  provide  in  an  ample  man^ 
ner  for  their  insane.  At  both  Madrid  and  Lisbon  are  large  esta- 
Uishfloents  for  those  who  are  deprived  of  their  reason.     In  Sara- 


gKMsa,  there  \n  a  well  regulated  extemiire  asylam,  which  is  open 
to  lunatics  of  all  nations  and  refigions,  with  the  comprehensivte  in- 
scription, of  *^  Urbis  et  Orbis.*^  Great  credit  is  due  to  the  court 
of  directors  of  the  East  India  con>pany,  for  their  provision  for  the 
htsane  in  the  States  under  their  govemmeht.  They  have  esta- 
blished six  general  hospitals  for  insane  natives,  under  the  Bengal 
governntent,  and  four  under  the  presidency  of  Fort  St  Greorge. 

There  are  also  several  flourishing  lunatic  asylums  in  Italy;  two 
at  Milan,  one  public,  the  Senavra,  and  one  private;  one  at  Aver- 
sa  near  Naples,  and  one  at  Genoa. 

In  France,  the  asylums  of  the  Bicetre  and  La  Salpetriere,  are 
particularly  distinguished  for  their  good  management  and  extensiv^e 
accommodations.  The  French  government  continues  to  extend 
its  protecting  care  to  the  insane,  and  to  bestow  the  most  liberal 
encouragement  upon  those  men  of  science,  who  are  directing  their 
efforts  to  advance  to  greater  perfection  the  moral  and  medical 
treatment  of  mental  disease. 

In  the  United  States,  likewise,  several  flourishing  institutions  for 
the  insane  have  been  established.  In  the  year  1811,  the  Massa- 
chusetts  General  Hospital  was  incorporated.  It  received  its  prin* 
cipal  contributions  from  the  unexampled  munificence  of  certain  citi- 
zens of  Boston  and  the  neighboring  towns.  These  contributions 
amounted  to  upwards  of  •132,000.  The  State  gave  the  hospital 
#40,000.  On  the  first  day  of  Sept.  1831,  this  hospiUl  was  ready 
for  the  reception  of  patients.  It  is  one  of  the  most  perfect  esta- 
blishments of  the  kind  in  the  world.  The  McClean  Asylum  at 
Charlestown,  which  is  the  hinatic  department  of  the  hospital,  de- 
riving its  name  from  one  of  its  munificent  donors,  is  situated  upon 
one  oJF  the  most  beautiful  spots  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  possess- 
ing all  the  advantages  of  salubrity  of  air  and  extent  and  variety 
of  view.  This  asylum  was  first  opened  on  the  first  of  October, 
1818,  under  the  care  and  superintendence  of  Doct.  Rufus  .Wy- 
man,  a  gentleman  of  distinguished  attainments,  and  eminently 
qualified  for  that  station.  In  1838  an  addition  was  made  to  the 
building,  which  combined  all  the  improvements  previously  adopt- 
ed in  other  establishments,  with  much  which  originated  with  the 
ingenious  physician. 

The  Connecticut  Retreat  for  the  insane,  near  Hartford,  was 
opened  on  the  1st  of  April,  1884,  under  the  medical  superintend- 
ence of  Dort.  Eli  Todd,  a  gentleman  justly  considered  as  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  medical  men  in  his  native  State.  This  gen- 
tleman possesses  a  peculiar  tact  ard  address  in  the  treatment  of 
the  insane,  and  he  devotes  himself  1o  the  promotion  of  their  corv> 
Tort  and  cure,  with  great  seal  and  enthusiasm.  As  appears  from 
certain  statistical  notices  of  the  lunatic  asylums  4a  the  United 
States,  by  T.  R.  Beck,  M.  D.,  in  1830,  (to  be  found  in  the  Tran- 
sactions of  the  Albany  Institute,  vol.  1,  No.  3,)  the  Connecticnt 
Retreat  has  been  the  most  successful  of  anV  institution  of  the  kind 
In  the  United  States,  and  the  most  successhil  of  any  in  the  world, 
except  Dect.  Burrows'  private  aiylum  in  fingtand 
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B%\ar  itnise  tit*  wtriAiidffMettt  tf  tfae  PgimtyW— it  B<Mph«K  ta 
ITSSs,  timalics  lw9b  been  reomred  theivia  «b  frntientB*  In  179i,  a 
part  of  tho  bailding  was  prepared  for  and  appn^rsated  to  tbeir 
reception. 

The  Priendtf  Asjitim  for  tho  relief  of  persons  deprived  of  tke 
use  of  their  reason,  at  Frankford,  neer  PUadelphia,  is  a  flouriah- 
ing  and  well  cpndiieted  establishment;  it  has  all  the  advantages  of 
pore  air  and  pleasant  scenery.  It  is  confined  to  the  Society  of 
Prienda,  and  was  founded  ia  imitatitioa  of  the  celebrated  Retreat^ 
near  York,  Bnglaad, 

la  addition  to  the  above  lunatic  estaUishmeiitsi,  there  it  an  in* 
sane  hospital  at  Baltimore;  and  a  new  asylum  recently  erected  at 
Columbia,  Sonth  Carolina;  both  of  which  are  said  to  be  well  re* 
gnlated  and  sadoesafnl  institetions.  There  is  also  an  establis|Hnent 
at  Lexington^  Kentncky,  foanded  by  the  State,  for  the  cure  of  in* 
sane  paupers.  This  hospital  Was  confuted  and  opened  for  pa* 
tients,  in  I8M. 

It  will  be  seen  by  thit  aoeonm  of  what  has  been  done  in  other 
countries  for  the  comfort  and  core  of  the  insane,  that  we  have  not 
advanced  as  far  in  this  humane  enterprize  as  many  of  the  govern* 
meats  of  Europe.  The  time  has  arrived  when  we  are  called  up* 
en  to  discharge  the  uncancelled  obligations  of  religious,  moral,  so* 
cial  and  political  duty  to  that  portion  of  our  fellow  citiaens,  whose 
appeal  to  our  aympathies,  justice  and  humanity,  is  the  strongest 
which  can  under  any  circumstances  be  made  by  any  part  of  our 
population.  And  it  is  believed  .that  the  disposition  is  not  wanting 
on  the  part  of  the  people,  to  discharge  this  duty.  They  are  only 
to  be  informed  of  the  wants  of  their  itisane  fellow  citizens^  and 
the  proper  spirit  and  ie4l  will  instantlr  be  excited  to  provide  all 
the  means  demanded  by  humanity  for  their  relief. 

The  oommtttee,  relying  upon  the  farorable  feelings  entertained 
by  their  fellow  citizens  towards  all  objects  of  charity,  have,  for 
the  reasona  detailed  in  this  report,  come  to  the  conclusion,  that 
public  establishments  for  the  reception  and  cure  of  the  insane  poor, 
are  both  necessary  and  proper.  And  they  therefore  submit  to  the 
Legislature,  the  ^xpedi^ney  of  providii^  for  the  erection  of  ai 
leaat  one  spacious  and  commodious  hospital,  sufficient  to  aecom** 
modale  at  least  MO  of  the  insane  poor.  If  an  establishment  of 
this  extent  should  prove  inadequate,  its  accommodations  may  here* 
after  be  enlarged,  or  other  hospitals  erected  of  sufl&cient  dimen* 
siooa  and  nomber,  to  accommodate  all  the  insane  poor  in  the  State. 
If  commodfous  and  weH  regolated  hospitals  were  established,  the 
number  of  the  insane  poor  would  rapidly  diminish  by  means  of  the 
recoveries  that  would  be  eflecled.  The  part  so  recovering,  would 
generally  ceaee  to  be  a  burden  upon  the  public,  and  their  discharj^ 
from  the  establishment  would  create  vacaneies  for  others,  who  in 
their  turn  would  ciuoy  thft  benefits  of  curative  treatment. 

As  to  the  site  of  such  establishment,  if  one  should  be  ^rected^ 
yte  committee  belitifve  that  a  centi al  location  on  some  navigable 
oommunicati4»n,  ibMld  be  selected;  and  that  in  the  selection,'  re^ 
gard  should  be  had  to  purity  of  water,  sahibrity  of  adr,  and  cheer* 
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fol  and  attractive  scenery.  To  the  ettaUUIimeBt  ehonld  be  attach- 
ed a  farm,  of  rich  toil  and  easy  of  cuUivatiooi  to  furnish  occupa* 
tion  for  the  patients. 

The  baiiding  should  have  the  appearance  of  a  cheerful  country 
residencoi  and  all  resemblance  to  a  place  of  confinement  should  be 
avoided.  As  to  the  plan  of  the  buildings  the  committee  refer  the 
Legislature  to  the  plan  and  description  of  the  Pauper  Lunatic  Asy- 
lum  at  Wakefield,  England,  with  Samuel  Tuke's  Practical  Hints  on 
the  constructioaand  economy  of  pauper  lunatic  asylums,  published 
in  1819,  by  Watson  and  Prichett,  archftects;  and  also  to  the  plan 
of  a  French  asyltiiA,  a  description  of  which  is  submitted  with  this 
report. 

These  plans  differ  from  each  other  in  the  shape  and  arrangement 
of  the  buildings,  and  also  in  the  expense  of  their  construction.  The 
French  plan  exceeds  the  other  in  expense.  The  expense  upon  the 
plan  of  the  Wakefield  Asylum,  of  a  building  for  the  accommodation 
of  350  patients,  being  about  988,500,  and  that  of  a  building  upon 
the  French  plan,  for  the  same  number  of  patients,  being  about 
990,000.  An  estimate  of  the  expense  of  a  building  upon  each  of 
these  plans,  and  also  upon  the  plan  of  the  Glasgow  Asylum,  made 
by  Mr.  Hooker,  of  Albany,  an  architect  of  reputation,  is  herewith 
submitted*  It  will  be  seen,  by  a  reference  to  these  plans,  and  to 
Tuke's  Practical  Hints  upon  the  construction  of  Lunatic  Asylums, 
that  the  great  desideratum  is,  such  an  arrangement  of  the  building 
as  to  be  able  to  effect  an  entire  separation  of  the  sexes;  and  also 
the  seclusion  and  separation  of  the  patients  of  either  sex  in  proper 
numbers,  and  in  distinct  apartments,  according  to  the  state  of  their 
minds;  the  separation  to  be  according  to  the  degree,  rather  than 
the  species  or  duration  of  the  disease,  and  not  to  exceed  fifteen  in 
number;  the  violent  and  noisy  to  be  separated  from  those  who  are 
quiet,  and  those  who  are  capable  of  some  degree  of  rational  enjoy- 
ment, and  also  from  each  other. 

The  wards,  galleries,  day*rooms,  and  airing  yards  of  the  two 
sexes,  and  these  different  classes,  should  be  totally  distinct,  and 
admit  of  no  communication  with  each  other;  and  they  should  be 
so  arranged  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  the  patients  to  have  any 
view  of  each  other  from  their  respective  apartments  luid  yards. 

The  building  should  be  so  constructed  as  to  produce  a  system  of 
easy  inspection  and  superintendence,  over  the  patients,  by  their  at* 
tendants,  and  over  both  by  the  superior  officers.  The  accommoda- 
tions for  the  patients  should  be  cheerful,  and  afford  as  much  op- 
portunity  for  voluntary  change  of  place,  and  variety  of  scene,  as 
is  compatible  with  security.  There  should  be  rooms  for  the  occa- 
sional seclusion  of  the  noisy  and  violent  patients,  and  means  of 
easy  transmission  of  the  patients  from  one  class  to  another,  should 
be  provided.  The  day-rooms  should  be  so  arranged  as  to  present 
to  the  patient  the  strongest  incentives  to  orderly  conduct  And 
to  facilitate  inspection,  the  airing  yards  should  be  overlooked  by 
the  day-rooms,  where  the  attendants  generally  are  stotioned,  and 
the  galleries  should  be  contiguous  to  the  day*rooms,  and  the  sleep- 
ing rooms  to  the  galleries. 


• 

To  aid  the  inspection  by  the  superintendent,  the  day-rooms 
should  not  be  above  the  second  story.  The  day-rooms,  g;illeries 
and  airing  yards  of  each  class  should  easily  communicate  with 
each  other.  They  should  have  a  cheerful  appearance;  iron  grat- 
ing to  the  -windows  should  be  abolished,  and  frames  of  cast  iron, 
having  the  appearance  of  wooden  ones,  substituted. 

To  giv^e  the  galleries  a  cheerful  appearance,  the  lodging  rooms 
should  be  placed  only  on  one  side;  and  on  the  other  side  windows 
should  be  constructed  looking  into  the  courts,  and  aSbrding  a 
prospect  to  the  patient.  The  patient,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  should 
bo  the  master  of  his  own  actions,  and  have  the  privilege  of  going 
into  his  airing  yard  at  all  proper  times  for  exercise,  recreation  or 
amusement,  without  interference  or  control.  And  the  building 
should  be  sO  constructed,  that  in  his  passage  down  he  will  con- 
^tiQue  constantly  under  the  eye  of  his  attendant.  The  building 
itself  should  have  an  imposing  appearance,  so  as  to  excite  in  the 
bosom  of  its  inmates  a  feeling  of  grandeur.  This  will  prevent  a 
sense  of  degradation  and  consequent  depression  of  mind.  And  to 
the  building  should  be  attached  work-shops  and  spacious  grounds 
for  the  employment  of  the  patients.  The  improved  mode  of  moral 
treatment  can  not  be  carried  into  effect  without  a  proper  arrange- 
ment of  the  building.  And  without  such  arrangement,  it  is  im- 
possible to  prevent  abuses,  or  to  render  comfort  compatible  with 
security. 

Water  should  be  carried  to  everj'  story  by  forcing  pumps,  and- 
each  gallery  should  be  furnished  with  wash-rooms,  baths,  &c. 

The  building  should  be  warmed  with  heated  air  conducted  to 
each  story,  by  means  of  air  flues,  which  in  summer  will  answer 
the  purposes  of  ventilation;  and  all  the  improvements  lately  dis- 
covered  in  culinary  operations,  and  in  washing  and  drying  linen, 
&c.  healing  water,  &c.  should  be  introduced  into  the  building. 

A  particular  account  of  these  valuable  improvements  in  the  sci- 
ence of  domestic  economy,  will  be  found  in  a  description  of  the 
Derbyshire  General  Infirmary,  by  Charles  Sylvester,  published  in 
1319.  All  or  most  of  which  have  been  successfully  introduced 
into  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 

In  all  the  older  hospitals  for  the  insane,  and  in  many  recently 
erected,  the  above  mentioned,  important  arrangements  of  the  build- 
ing are  wanting.     The  only  object  of  their  erection  was  the  pro- 
tectioa  of  the  public.     The  recovery  of  their  inmates  was  rarely 
attempted.      The  older  hospitals,  were  generally  cheerless  and 
gloomy  dwellings,  calculated  to  aggravate  the  disease  of  the  pa- 
tient and  to  render  it  incurable.    When  these  hospitals  were  erect- 
ed, and  for  a  long  time  afterwards,  the  insane  were  the  victims 
both  of  neglect  and  brutal  treatment.    From  an  ignorance  of  the 
nature  of  their  disorder,  an  opinion  prevailed,  that  it  was  incura- 
ble.     This  opinion,  connected  with  the  dread  which  the  disease 
inspired,  caused  the  insane  to  be  confined  in  cells,  to  be  deprived 
of  the  consolations  of  friendship,  and  shut  out  from  the  blessings 
of  pure  air,  healthful  exercise,  and  kind  treatment.     Thus  regard- 
ed, and  treated  like  the  brute,  they  wandered  farther  and  farther 
[Assem.  No.  167.]  4 
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from  the  light  of  reason ;  their  delusions  became  more  and  more 
firmly  fixed;  every  day,  every  hour  they  lived,  some  new  neglect, 
some  additional  barbarity  occurred  to  aggravate  their  disorder,  un- 
til the  limit  was  passed,  beyond  which,  hope  never  penetrated, 
and  they  were  doomed  to  the  darkness  of  an  extinguished,  or  ir« 
remediably  disordered  intellect. 

But  the  gloomy  picture  is  fast  losing  its  horrors.  The  light  of 
benevolence  has  shone  upon  it,  and  is  rapidly  expelling  the  awful 
darkness  which  has  reposed  there  for  ages.  Science,  stimulated  by 
philanthropy,  has  conquered  ignorance,  prejudice,  and  supersti- 
tion, and  pushed  its  investigations  into  the  causes,  character,  and 
curableness  of  mental  disorder,  and  has  come  out  with  thQ  glori- 
ous demonstration,  that  the  diseases  of  the  mind  can  be  made  to 
yield  to  the  power  of  medicine,  and  to  moral  discipline.  Thus  the 
mystery  which  once  enveloped  intellectual  derangement  has  va- 
nished, and  it  has  been  ascertained  to  be  a  simple  disease,  curable ' 
to  even  a  greater  extent  than  the  diseases  of  the  body.  The  re- 
sult has  been,  that  the  lamentable  condition  of  the  insane  is  now 
calling  forth  the  warmest  and  most  powerful  exercise  of  the  com- 
passion of  the  age.  And  the  sympathies  of  the  civilized  world,  in 
their  behalf,  are  growing  stronger  and  stronger  every  hour,  and 
the  holy  determination  seems  to  have  been  formed  to  make 
amends,  by  the  exertions  of  the  present  and  the  future,  for  the  ne- 
glect and  the  cruelty  of  the  past. 

Much  in  this  enterprize  or  justice  and  benevolence  yet  remains 
to  be  achieved*  Humanity  and  science  have  still  more  victories 
to  win,  before  all  within  the  reach  of  human  power,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  mental  disease  is  accomplished.  When  the  restoration  to 
society  of  so  many  rational  minds,  who  without  the  application  of 
cursitive  means,  would  be  perpetually  doomed  to  the  horrors  of 
madness,  is  the  philanthropic  object  of  the  humane,  it  cannot  be 
that  indiflTerence  and  apathy  will  paralyse  their  exertions,  or  that 
no  correspondent  feeling  will  be  excited  in  the  public  mind,  to  se- 
cond and  co-operate  with  all  the  benevolent  eflTorts  which  they 
may  put  forth  in  this  righteous  cause. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YOBK. 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


No.  168. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  5, 1835. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Of  J.  D.  Stevenson,  Inspector  of  Tobacco  for  the  ci» 

1y  and  county  of  New-York. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OP  THE  STATE  OT  MBW- 

YORK. 

■ 

Report  of  tobacco  inspected  in  the  city  and  county  of  New* 
York,  fronn  the  22d  day  of  Aprii>  1834,  (the  day  on  which  the  in- 
spection commenced  under  the  law  of  the  last  session,)  to  the  list 
day  of  Decembery  of  the  same  year,  with  the  average  price  per 
poond,  ami  probable  rahie  thereof,  as  near  as  I  have  been  able  to 
ascertain,  viz: 

8,657  hhds.  of  tobacco,  the  growth  of  the  State  of  Kentucky; 
1;T54  hhda.  the  growth  of  the  State  of  Virginia;  418  hhds.  the 
growth  of  the  State  of  Ohio;  and  85  hhds.  the  growth  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  making,  in  all,  5,909  hhds;  from  which  deduct 
118  hhds.  condemned  as  unmerchantable,  leaves 

5,791  hhds.  merchantable  tobacco,   weighing  nett 

7,702,080  lbs.  at  7  cents, #680,142  10 

118  hhds.  unmerch't.  tobacco,  weighing  159,488 

lbs.  at5  cents,. ..•..         7,971  65 

5^909  Total  probable  value,    9547,118  75 

Expenses  of  ofice. 

Store  or  ware-house  rent, 92,739  00 

Pay  of  deputies, 1 ,500  00 

Amount  carried  forward,  f4,289  00 
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Amount  brought  forward,    $t,299  00 

CTark  hire, 710  oa 

Coopers,  labor,  nails,  hoops^  and  other  mate- 
rials, and  aH  other  expenses^^...^* 7^009  (H^ 

•11^058  OO 


Amount  of  fee»  rec'd  and  to  be  rec^d  for  in* 

spection, • »•  •11,818  0(^ 

Do.  for  storage,..  ••  •  ••^•^•^•^•..  ••..•  ..•••  •.•••       1,556  OOe 

•18,874  OO 
Deduct  expenses, •..»..•••  ^ ..••     11,958  00 

•1,410  00 


From  the  experience  of  the  past  year,.  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
legislation  on  the  subject  can  in  any  way  benefit  the  inspection  or 
increase  the  trade;  and  as  an  evidence  of  the  vahie  of  the  inspec* 
tion  to  the  city  of  New* York,  the  accompanying  certificates  from 
importera  of  the  article,  (many  of  whom  opposed  the  passage  of 
the  law  last  session,)  is  respectfully  submitted. 

h  D.  STEVENSON,  Jiup^cler. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No^  160. 


■*>MV^Ba^aa^^iWte>i^^ 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  16, 1835. 


REPORT 

Of  tlie  committee  on  grievances  upon  the  petition  of 

of  John  Car  &  Kader  for  relief! 

Mr.  Hough,  from  the  committee  on  grievances,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  John  Car  S«  Kader  fox  relief, 

REPORTED: 

That  it  appears  from  the  petition,  that  the  petitioner  is  the  own* 

er  of  a  lot  of  land  in  the  town  of  Lenox,  Madison  county,  adjoin* 

ing  the  £rie  canal  on  the  south  and  the  Oneida  creek  on  the  east; 

that  when  said  canal  was  constructed,  a  drain  was  made  from  the 

same,  across  the  corner  of  the  petitioner's  land  to  said  creek,  for  the 

purpose  of  discharging  the  water  from  said  canal,  which  obstructed 

the  progress  of  the  work,  and  when  said  canal  was  completed,  a 

waate-weir  was  constructed  so  as  to  discharge  into  and  through 

said  drain;  that  in  consequence  of  the  great  quantities  of  water 

discharged  from  the  canal  at  said  waste*weir,  and  through  said 

drain  at  particular  seasons  of  the  year,  the  drain  has  gradually 

wore  to  the  depth  of  several  feet,  and  in  some  places  to  a  conside* 

rable  width,  and  has  undermined  and  destroyed  some  choice  shade 

trees,  and  otherwise  damaged  his  premises,  and  is  of  considerable 

inconvenience  to  the  petitioner,  as  it  passes  near  his  house;  and  he 

adds  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  greatly  lessens  the  value  of  said  lot, 

'  and  that  his  lands  are  frequently  overflowed  by  the  waters  of  said 

'         canal.     He  therefore  asks  the  Legislature  to  compensate  him  for 

the  same.     This  statement  rests  entirely  upon  the  petition,  un« 
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•ctpported  by  any  testimony  whatever,  and  it  do^fr  not  appear  whe- 
ther the  Canal  Commissioneni  ever  made  him  any  compeosaiion  or 
not,  nor  whether  the  petitioner  ever  applied  to  them  tor  such  com- 
pensation.  Under  this  state  of  facts,  your  committee  do  not  feel 
authorized  to  recommend  the  passage  of  an  act  for  lus  relief^  and 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  tft  be 
granted. 


I 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  170. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  14,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  the  petitions  of  aliens,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  James  Elgar. 

Mr.  Tyrell,  from  the  committee  on  the  petitions  of  aliens,  to 
whom  vaa  referred  the  petition  of  James  Elgar,  an  alien, 

REPORTED: 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  emigrated  from  the  county  of 
Kenty  in  England,  about  six  years  since,  and  came  to  the  State  of 
New- York,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  permanent  residence;  and 
'  also,  that  he  intends  to  become  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  He  therefore  asks  the  passage  of  a  law  to  enable  him  to 
take,  hold,  and  convey  real  estate. 

Your  committee  after  duly  considering  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner, are  of  opinion  that  legislative  aid  is  not  necessary  to  enable 
the  petitioner  to  obtained  the  object  sought  for  in  his  petition,  as 
ample  proTision  is  made  for  such  cases  in  chapter  first  of  the  se- 
cond part  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

In  all  cases  provided  for  by  acts  of  general  legislation,  your 
conuDittee  deem  it  unwise  and  impolitic  to  grant  special  acts,  as 
such  acts  are  in  fact  legislative  favoritism.  And  as  this  case  pre- 
sents itself  in  that  position,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Your  committee  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resohedj  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  peti- 

tioii« 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  171. 
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January  29, 1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  Alexander  Denniistoim,  an  Inspector  of  lumber  in 

the  city  of  New- York, 

TO  THB  LEGISLATURE  OP  THE  STATE  OP  NEW- 

YORK. 

The  subscriber,  an  intpector  of  lamber  in  the  city  and  county 
xX  Neiw-York,  reflpectfally  submits  the  following  returns,  inspect- 
*  ed  by  him  during  the  year  1834. 

Feet.  Pto.  M. 

25,847  dear  while  pine  boards,....  »•%««.  from  925  to  980 

185,173          "                  "           merch't...  16         10 

8,405  "  «  refuse, .7*         81 

364,748  sawed  timber,  merch't*/. 18        15 

111,288            ''             refuse, 8i        7i 

76,231  yellow  pioc  flooring,  mcrch^t 25        26 

86,886            '<            «'          refuse, 12i       18 

B1,4S1  hardwood,  merch't*... 20        22 

7,520        '<             refuse, 10        11 

S65, 797  box  boards,  measured  only,  •  • 12        18 

1 ,808  cubic  (L  square  timber,  merch^t ...  16  to  20  cts. 

207          ''                '*             refuse,....  8  to  10  cts. 

154,818  yellow  pine  ship  plank,  merch^t.  ••  #22      f24 

67,179            "            *'             refuse, 11         12 

5,944  oak  plank,  roerch't 20        25 

2,986         '*            refuse, 10         121 

Carried  forward, 
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PotM. 

Brought  forward* 
2^ylVI  cedar  boards,  merch't.  ..«'••»»••••  from  ^5  to  #20 
7,520  "  refuse, 7i       ID 

1,829^050 

PerM. 

918^850  cypress  sbingfes,  merch't.  tST  to  8  25 
152^781  <'  refuse,..  0  75 

Fees, •ttlO.oe. 

ALEXANDER  DENNISTOUN, 

bispeeton. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 
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No.  172. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  29,  1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Of  Caleb  Smithy  an  Inspector  of  Lumber  in  «nd  for 

the  city  and  county  of  New«York» 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OP  NEW- 
YORK. 

The  subscriber,  one  of  the  inspectors  of  lumber  in  and  for  the 
city  and  county  of  New- York,  begs  leave,  in  conformity  to  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  New- York,  to  submit  herewith  his  annual 
report  of  lumber  inspected,  together  with  the  average  prices,  and 
amount  of  fees  received  for  the  year  ending  on  the  81st  day  of 
December,  1634. 


I  y  177 ,487  white  pine  timber,  merchY •  914 

402,029                «'                 refuse, 7 

898^886  spruce  timber,  merch't«...* ^.  12 

185,384            ''             refuse, 6  ^  9528  42 

486^636  eastern  white  pine  boards,  merch't..  16 

157.920                   "                     refuse 8 

158,920  yellow  pine  flooring,  merch't  ••••••  24 

90,590            <*            ^'           refuse, 12=    835  27 

18,877  cubic  ft  y*  p.  square  timber,  merch't  30 

12,300        "        *«                "             refuse,.  16  «=     191  50 

321 ,945  white  pine  box  boards, 14  »s      55  49 

49,124          "        clear  Albany  boards, ....  28 

60,049           '*        merch't         "             ....  18 

Amount  carried  forward,  •  • .  •  • 
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Amottnt  brought  forward,.  •  •  •  #  . 

63,077  white  pine  seeoadvAIbMiylioftrdB,*.  #14 

68,604          "*        refuse           <^             ....  7    »    60  M 

168,560  prune  cypreiw  shingleff^..^ 8i 

M>,5t70  cull9                "^                62|ct8.s8»  401 

40,040  oak  bowrds  and  plan|,  nierdi't.... .  |22 

10,061        **               **             refuse,....*..  11 

90,319  cbesniiljo&l^merch^t • •  16 

0,122            <'           refufle, ••  S    ««    8S  1<^ 

500  cubic  feet  locust  timber,  raerch't.  •»» .  75ct8. 

116            '^               <^         refuse, 87icts.B8  0O 

47,762  white  wood  boards^  merch't »•  #20 

28,100           '^           '^         refaae, 10^ 

48,068  ash  phuik,  inerch%..v* ^^ 

ie,802        "^  refuse,.... 12 

80,624  cedar  boards,  mercbH* 4...  9# 

15^070  "^  refuse......... .....  10    »»    68  2» 

•1,840  44 

^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

CALBB  SMITH,  Auycdor 


STATE  OP  NEW-YORK. 
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No.  173. 


IN  ASSEMBW, 

February  14,  1835. 


« 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  De  Kalb,  relatiTe  to  the  school  fund  of  said  town. 


Mr.  King)  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  De  Kalb,  for  the  transfer  of 
sdiool  funds  from  the  commissioners  of  common  schools  to  the 
trastees  of  gospel  and  school  lands, 

REPORTED: 

That  it  appears  the  town  of  De  Kalb  has  a  permanent  school 
fond  of  #2,400:  that  of  the  said  sum  •1,400  are  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  the  gospel  and  school  lands  of  said  town,  and  that  this 
sum  is  in  the  care  of  the  trustees  of  the  gospel  and  school  lands: 
that  #1,000  was  appropriated  to  the  use  of  common  schools,  from 
the  poor  funds  of  said  town  by  a  vote  of  the  town,  made  accord- 
ing to  law,  in  town  meeting,  on  the  5th  day  of  March,  1883,  after 
the  abolition  of  the  distinction  of  town  and  county  paupers,  in  the 
coonty  of  St  Lawrence;  that  this  sum  is,  by  law,  in  the  care  of 
the  commissioners  of  common  schools.  The  interest  of  the  whole 
fund  being  annually  divided  for  the  benefit  of  schools* 

The  petitioners  represent  that  the  expense  of  superintending 
and  loaning  said  fund  is  injuriously  increased  by  reason  of  its  be- 
ing in  the  hands  of  two  sets  of  oflSicers;  and  that  there  is  danger 
that  the  portion  of  said  fund  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  commis- 
rioners  of  common  schools  may  be  wasted  in  irresponsible  hands, 
for^he  reason  that  commissioners  of  common  schools  give  no  offi* 
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cial  bond  or  security:  and  they  further  state,  that  the  whole  of 
said  fund  can  be  managed  with  more  safety,  economy  and  profit 
by  the  *^  trustees  of  the  gospel  and  school  lot,''  who  are  by  law 
required  to  give  a  bond  with  security  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
their  official  duty,  than  it  now  is* 

Your  committee  see  no  reason  why  the  prayer  of  the  petitionert 
should  not  be  granted;  and  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bilK 


STATE  OF  NEW- YORK* 


No.  1 74. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  17,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  die  select  committee,  on  the  memorial  of  the  Com- 
mem  Council  of  the  city  of  New- York,  relatire  to 
the  alms-hoiue  schooL 

Mr.  Ringgold,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  common  council  of  the  city  of  New-York,  re* 
q^ecttng  the  school  attached  to  the  alme-house, 

REPORTED: 

m 

That  for  many  yearn  past  a  school  has  been  conducted  at  the 
afans-hoose,  for  the  education  of  the  children  in  that  institution; 
wluch  school  has,  since  its  establishment,  been  placed  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  Public  School  society  of  the  city  of  New- 
Yoik,  as  one  of  the  common  schools  of  said  city,  and  has,  until  the 
last  year,  received  a  portion  of  the  school  monies. 


Tbe  commissioners  have  declined  paying  for  the  use  of 
•diool  a  share  of  the  fund  since  its  removal  to  Long-Island,  where 
(in  tbe  county  of  Queens,)  your  memorialists  have  purchased 
Arms,  to  be  used  as  part  of  the  alms-house  establishment  of  the 
city.  The  advantage  of  continuing  the  school  at  the  place  where 
it  is  DOW  conducted,  is  experienced  in  the  improved  morals  and 
health  of  the  children,  resulting,  in  a  great  measure,  from  their 
being  debarred  all  intercourse  with  adult  paupers. 

The  portion  of  the  fund  which  would  have  been  applied  to  the 
•eliool  in  question,  but  for  its  removal  to  the  plaoe  (tttntiontc^  hae 
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I 


9f 


[AssmobT 


been  retained  by  the  eoromisiionera,  who  are  willing  to  pay  the 
tame  whenever  they  ihall  be  aathorised  to  do  ao  by  law. 

Yonr  committee  fuDy  concur  in  the  propriety  of  the  paiiage  of 
a  law  for  this  parpote,  and  ask  leave  to  iatrodiice  a  bitt# 


STATE  OP  NEW-YORK. 


No-  175. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  I4»  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  mi  grievancesy  mi  the  petition  of 

Lawrence  Schennerhom. 

Mr.  Mooive,  firom  Iht  conmiittee  on  grieranoety  to  wboin  was 
rafinred  tlie  petitioa  of  Ltwrenco  Scbonnerlioni, 

KEFORTED: 

TImI  it  mppemn  from  Iho  mid  potition,  that  in  confoquonce  of 
the  ooMtniction  of  tiio  Brio  canal,  a  well  belonging  to  the  peli* 
tiooer  waa  deftroyod;  that  the  Canal  Coouniaaionen  cauaed  another 
wd  to  be  provided,  which  the  petiti<mer  in  hia  aaid  petition  aaya, 
annrared  the  pnrpoae  of  aopplying  him  with  wator  nntil  within 
fire  yeari  laat  paat,  and  ainoe  which  time  it  haa  been  rendered 
makii,  by  what  the  petitioner  calla  the  irruption  of  the  canal. 
There  ia  alao  before  yoor  committee  an  affidavit,  verifying  the 
fiwt  that  the  water  in  the  aaid  well  haa  for  two  yeara  been  injured 
Vy  a  commaaication  between  it  and  the  wator  of  the  canal;  but  it 
doea  not  appear  to  your  committee,  that  the  Stoto  ia  liable  for  the 
aaid  iajary;  ibey  are  therefore  of  the  opinion,  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitiomr  o^ght  not  to  be  granted. 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


JVo.  176. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

Febfuaiy  18, 1889. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  mayOTt 
aJdennen  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  New- 
York. 

Mr.  Clinch,  from  the  select  committee,  to  which  was  referred 
die  memorial  of  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty  of  the  city 
of  Keiir-ToTk^  praying  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  an  additional  special  justice  for  preserving  the  peace 
in  said  city, 

REPORTED: 

The  memorialists  state  that  an  additional  special  justice  is  much 
needed  to  ensure  an  effectual  performance  of  the  arduous  and  in* 
creasing  duties  of  their  police  departmeut     There  are  at  present 
two  police  officers  and  four  justices;  the  business  of  the  principal 
office,  w\uich  is  in  the  dty-hall,  requires  the  undivided  attenti<m 
<»f  ikrte  of  the  said  justices;   and  as  the  law  has  assigned  to  tlie 
police  department,  certain  duties,  oth.er  than  their  guardianship  of 
the  peace  of  tiie  city,  viz:  the  binding  out  of  apprentices,  Adc.,  and 
the  examination  into  cases  of  bastardy,  which  involve  long  inves- 
t^tioM,   and  which  require  the  presence  of  at  least  two  magis- 
trates, it  follows  that  with  the  present  number  of  justices,  it  is  im- 
possible  to  perform  such  duties  at  both  offices,  although  it  is  eswy 
way  desirable  for  the  interests  and  convenience  of  the  public,  that 
ielA  unices  should  present  at  all  times  the  same  facilities  fof  ev^ry 
kind  of  business  belonging  to  the  police  department 
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The  memorialistf  further  reprefent,  that  it  would  be  highly  ex- 
pedieot  to  ditcharge  a  portion  of  the  city  watch  every  momiog  at 
the  upper  police  office,  instead  of  having  the  whole  of  that  duty 
performed  at  the  lower  office:  But  without  an  additional  justice  it 
would  be  extremely  difficult  to  carry  the  aaid  improvement  into 
effect '  . 

Concurring,  as  your  committee  do,  in  all  these  views  of  the 
subject,  they  aee  no  reason  why  the  pmyer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  to  be  granted ;  and  they  have  accordingly  prepared  a  bill, 
whtdi  they  iisk  permission  to  introduoei, 


/ 


\ 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.   177. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  17, 1835. 


■m 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  giieyanceSy  on  the  petition  of  Jo- 
seph E.  Smith  &  Co. 


Mr.  Adams,  from  tbe  committee  on  grieTancei,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  £.  Smith  &  Co.|  prajring  for  the 
psssage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  Canal  Board  to  pay  them  a  &ir 
.  price  for  work  done  on  the  canal, 

/  REPORTED: 

That  the  representations  of  the  petitioners  of  the  work  done, 
the  terms  npon  which  it  was  done,  and  the  amount  paid  therefor, 
folly  appear  in  the  report  of  the  Honorable  the  Canal  Commission- 
ersy  made  to  the  House,  see  Assembly  Documents,  No.  189;  and 
firom  which  it  appears  that  the  petitioners  have  been  fully  paid. 


Your  committee  are  therefore  of  the  opini<m  that  tbe  prayer  of 
the  petitioners  ou^t  not  to  be  granted. 
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STATE  OP  NEW-YORK. 


No-  178. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  13,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  claims,  upon  the  petition  of 

Urude  Gates. 

Mn  M.  H*  StUey,  from  the  committee  on  daims^  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Oertrude  Gates^  widow  of  John  Gates,  de- 
ceased, for  a  grant  ot  bounty  lands,  or  of  money  in  lieu  theireo^ 

REPORTED: 

The  petitioner  sets  forth  that  her  late  husband,  on  the  25th 
day  of  Jaly,  1775,  enlisted  as  a  private  soldier  in  the  regiment  com« 
manded  by  CoL  James  Clinton,  in  which  he  served  until  the  16th 
April,  1776,  when  he  was  transferred  to,  and  appointed  sergeant  in, 
Coi.  John  Nicholson's  regiment,  and  served  as  sueh  until  the  19th^ 
day  of  December,  1776,  on  which  day  he  received  an  ensign^s  com> 
miamou  in  CoL  James  Livingstones  regiment,  in  which  he  served, 
as  SDck  ensign,  and  also  as  quarter-master  and  commissary,  ufatifc 
the  2Mk  ^y  <rf  May,  1779,  when  he  received  a  furlo«i^  for  three 
montfaj^  from  Gen.  Gatesc  That  he  immediately  retarned  to  Alba* 
ny  nod  estered  into  the  service  as  a  meehtaic  in  making  saddles^ 
harness,  &c»,  for  the  army,  and  continued  Ibtts  employed  untttsone*' 
time  after  the  close  of  the  war» 

The  petitioner  also  states,  that  her  late  husband  had  never  re* 
oeived  any  remuneration  for  the  depreciation  of  continental  money ^ 
which  he  received  for  his  pay,  notwithstanding  the  pledge  that 
mch  dejMie^^atioD  should  be  made  good  to  the  army;  nor  had  he 
ieoMPed  smy  bonoty  lands,  or  anytbiog  in  lieu  th^isof;  no  other 
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eTidence  of  thiii^  however,  i»  furmehed  to  tiie  eommillee  than  the 
statement  of.tM  petitioner. 

Yoiir  comnrittee  have  not  been  furnished  with  any  evidenee  of 
fhe  enlistment  mid  service  of  the  said  (Sates  a«  a  sohUer,  or  ser^ 
geant,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  but  from  documentary  evidence^ 
they  are  satisfied  that  he  was  appointed  an  ensign  in  CoU  Living* 
ston's  regiment,  on  the  18th  December,  1776,  and,  on  the  next  day^ 
was  assigned  by  his  cotonel  to-  the  recruiting  service,  and  that,  on 
on  the  20th  May,  1770,  he  received,  by  order  of  Gen^Gkites,  a  for* 
lough  for  three  montha.  It  is  evident  to  your  committee  also,  that 
he  was  employed,  to  some  extent,  in  the  commissary  department^ 
in  the  fall  of  1777,  and  the  winter  and  spring  of  1778.  It  also  ap» 
pears  that,  on  pr  about  the  2td  March,  1780,  he  voluntarily  resign** 
ed  his  commission,  which  was  accepted  by  Gen.  Gates,  and  that 
while  in  Col.  Livingston's  regiment,  his  conduct  vtbls  satisfactory 
to  his  colonel. 

In  what  manner  ensign  Gates  was  employed  after  his  furlough 
and  resignation,  and  whether  in  the  service  of  the  country  in  any 
capacity,  has  not  been  made  to  appear,  except  by  the  statement  of 
the  petitioner. 

At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  in  1881,  a  petition,  of  the' like 
nature,  was  presented  in  the  house  of  Assembly,  on  behalf  of  the 
heirs  of  John  Gates,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  claims,  which 
made  a  report,  adverse  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and  that 
report  was  adopted  by  the  House.  (See  Assem*  Doc.  of  that  year. 
No.  888.) 

At  the  last  session,  a  petition,  of  a  like  nature,  was  presented 
on  behalf  of  the  widow  of  John  Gates,  also  in  the  House,  and  hatt 
si  like  reference,  to  the  committee  on  claims,  which  brought  in  a, 
bill,  nnaccomponied  by  liny  report,  providing  for  the  payment  to 
her  of  "  six  hundred  doUars,  in  full  satisfaction  of  the  claim  of  Ger- 
trude  Oaiesj  the  wife  of  John  Gates^  deceased^  for  bounty  lands,  f&r 
services  rendered  by  said  John  Gates  in  the  reootutionary  war.^* — 
(See  LegislaUve  Bills,  143.)  This  bill  passed  the  House,  (see  Aa- 
sem.  Journal,  p.  002,  of  1884,)  Jbat  your  committee  have  not  learn 
ed  that  any  action  was  had  upon  it  in  the  Senate. 

In  the  report  of  1881,  the  committee  say,  '<  by  his"  (John  6at^> 
<<  affidavit  made  in  1810,  it  appears  that,  althongh  he  was  aeveral 


Ma  m]  "  ^ 

times  enlisted  as  «.  private,  yet  it  was  always  ^r  thort  periods,  and 
not  for  dariog  the  '^^irar*  He  was  afterwards  an  ensign  in  Livings 
lion's  regiment,  Imt  in  1776  received  a  furlough,  and,  in  fact,  left 
tbe  amy;  of  course  he  was  not  one  of  that  dass  of  officers  who 
ooDtimied  to  serve  until  the  end  of  tbe  war,  and  was  not,  on  that 
aoeooDt,  entitled  to  bounty  lands.  After  receiving  bis  furlough  he 
lerred  ti  a  mechanic^  in  the  public  employment  This  furnishea 
DO  daiin  for  bounty  lands.*'  A  great  number  of  documents  accom* 
psny  the  petitien  now  before  your  commiitee,  but  tbe  affidavit  of 
the  deoeased,  vrhich  appears  to  have  been  before  the  committee  of 
18S1,  is  not  amonc;  them. 

X)q  loolung  into  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commis- 
nonen  of  the  Land-Office,  on  3d  Sept  1790,  your  committee  find, 
that  that  board  proceeded  to  examine  the  claims  of  several  persons 
who  served  in  the  Xthen)  late  army,  coming  under  the  descriptions 
specified  in  the  resolutions  there  set  forth,  which  relate  to  persons 
who  were  engaged  to  serve  during  the  war,  and  who  died,  were 
killed  during  the  war,  or  served  to  the  end  of  it  The  Commis- 
sicMiers  also  proceeded  to  examine  the  claims  of  several  persona 
eomiag  under  the  following  descri\ptiox^  to  wit: 

**  Officers,  who  were  returned  as  part  of  the  quota  of  this  State, 
sod  received  their  depreciation  from  it,  but  who  resigned  before 
the  end  of  the  war.'* 

**  Soldiers,  who  were  returned  as  part  of  the  quota  of  this  State, 
and  received  their  depreciation  from  it,  bat  who  were  enlisted  for 
a  period  not  commensurate  with  the  war,  and  discharged  before 
the  end  of  it" 

"  Soldiers,  who  were  enlisted  for  the  war  and  returned  as  a  part 
ef  the  qioou  of  this  State,  but  deserted.'' 

« 

^  Soldiers,  who  were  enlisteo  for  the  war,  returned  as  a  part  of 
the  quota  of  this  State,  but  obtained  their  discharges,  either  with, 
or  wilhont  pension." 


, '  » 


It  was  therefore  resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  that  board,  that  no 
I,  coming  under  either  of  the  four  last  above  described  class- 
"were  by  the  then  existing  resolutions  or  laws,  entitled  to  bounty 
'  \;  and  your  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  subsequent  mne* 
Ksl  anartment,  which  would  embrace  either  of  those  classet. 


4  [AsitBaatT 

The  proceedings  of  tfae  board  at  that  early  cky,  composed  as  it 
"Was,  of  those  ^ho  bore  a  distinguished  part  in  the  conflicts  of  the 
revolation,  and  therefore  naturally  disposed  to  give  soch  enlarged 
and  liberal  construction  to  the  laws  and  resolutions  as  would  em- 
brace  as  great  a  number  of  those  who  bad  borne  with  them  the 
burthens  of  the  war,  as  was  consistent  with  sound  interpretation, 
seem  to  your  committee  to  be  entitled  to  all  the  weight  of  contem- 
poraneous exposition,  and  shows,  most  clearly,  that  ensign  Gates 
was  not  among  the  msmber  of  those  who  were  entitled  to  bounty 
lands.  '  And,  when  it  does  not  appear  to  your  committee  that  he 
made  any  claim  to  these  lands  from  the  time  of  such  adjudication, 
(although,  as  your  committee  are  informed,  he  resided  in  this  oity 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  after  that  period,)  your  com* 
mittee  think  it  not  improbable  that  he  was  among  those  who  pre* 
sented  their  claims  for  consideration  to,  and  which  were  rejected . 
by,  that  board,  of  which  (tov.  George  Clinton,  was^  a  member. 

Your  committee  are  entirely  satisfied,  that  however  patriotic  and 
meritorious  were  the  services  of  ensign  Gates,  he  never  was  enti* 
lied  to  bounty  lands  under  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  that  they 
cannot  now  be  awarded  to  bis  representatives  without  partial  injus- 
tice to  some  now  living,  who  come  within  the  same  class,  and  to 
the  descendants  of  many  more  who  have  gone  down  to  their  graves 
with  no  other  reward  than  the  consciousness  of  patriotic  sacrifices* 

In  addition  to  these  reasons,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
it  would  be  unsafe  and  impolitic,  after  the  lapse  of  so  many  years, 
and  the  death  of  the  only  person  who  could  know  all  the  merits 
and  demerits  of  thisdaim,  whose  conscience  cannot  now  be  search- 
ed upon  the  subject,  to  listen  favorably  to  the  petition  of  the  re- 
presentative. 

« 

Your  committee,  in  view  of  the  repeated  presentation  of  thia 
claim,  the  labor  of  their  predecessors  in  investigating,  and  the  va- 
kiable  time  of  past  Legislatures  in  acting  upon  it,  have  felt  that  they 
could  not  dischaige  their  duty  to  the  House  without  bestowing  the 
most  patient  research  and  scrutiny,  and  presenting  their  viewa 
somewhat  at  large  upon  this  case,  in  the  hope  that  the  Legislative 
will,  by  adopting  the  conclusions  to  which  your  conunittee  have 
arrived,  or  by  rejecting  them  and  granting  the  prayer  of  the  peti* 
tioner,  put  an  end  to  this  case,  and  save  to  future  committees  the 
labor  of  again  exp)oj|[ing  transactiojis  which  the  lapse  of  half  a  cen- 
tury has  greatly  obscured. 


No.  178.]  i 

Your  committee  have  inttructed  tbeir  chairman  to  ask  leave  to 
introduce  the  following  resolution: 

Ruohed^  That  the  petition  of  Gertrude  Gates,  for  a  grant  of 
bounty  lands,  in  the  right  of  her  late  husband,  John  Gates,  or  of  a 
sum  of  money  in  lieu  thereof,  ought  not  to  be  granted;  and  that  the 
petitioner  iiave  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition  and  the  documents 
fberewitb  presented* 


•m 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.   179. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  29,  1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  6.  Fan  Benthuisen,  Inspector  of  Sole  Leather  in  * 

the  cily  of  Albany. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OP  NEW- 
YORK,  y 

The  andersigned,  an  inspector  of  tole  leather  in  the  city  of  Al- 
btny,  respectfully  reports: 

Thaf^from  the  1st  of  January,  1884,  to  the  1st  of  January, 
1835^  he  has  inspected  16,144  sides  of  sole  leather,  the  probable 
value  of  which  may  be  estimated  at  •48,000.  Fees  received, 
•5tf.70. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


JUbcmy  JaiMcory  20,  18S&< 


B.  VAN  BENTHUISEN, 

liaspector. 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  180. 


-'— •MM'H^ 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


Febrary  18, 1835. 


REPORT 

Of  (he  select  committee  on  the  petiti<m  of  Marcus  B. 

Osbom. 

» 

Mr.  PhiilipSy  from  the  lelect  committee  to  which  wu  referred 
the  petition  of  Marcos  B.  Osborn,  of  Sagg^Harbor  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  for  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  him  to  construct  a 
wharf  and  dock  adjoining  his  land, 

REPORTED: 

The  petitioner  sets  forth  in  his  petition  that  there  are  at  present 

more  than  twenty  ships  engaged  in  the  whale  fishery,  which  sail 

from  the  port  of  Sa^^Harbor;  and  that  there  is  but  one  wharf  at 

which  they  prepare  for  their  voyages  and  discharge  their  cargoes; 

and  that  th^e  ships  often  experience  much  inconyenienice  for  want 

of  room:  that  there  are  also  vessels  of  different  descriptions,  with 

large  quantities  of  lumber,  merchandize  and  produce,  together  with 

8team4x»ts  and  packets,  all  dependent  upon  this  wharf  for  their 

lading  and  landing  (dace,  whereby  much  inconvenience  is  ezpe* 

oienced,  especially  by  steam-boat  passengers:  and  the  said  Osbom 

proposes  to  construct  a  wharf  and  landing  place  for  steam-boats 

and  vessels  of  the  smaller  size,  and  to  extend  the  same  in  the  bay 

or  harbor  a  distance  of  three  hundred  feet  from  high  water  mark, 

and  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  width. 


Your  committee  not  being  aware  of  any  objection  to  granting 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner;  but  believing,  as  woU  from  the  facts 
set  forth  in  the  petition  as  from  their  own  knowledge  of  the  pre- 
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ttiiaa  thai  tfaa  propoiad  wharf  wimU  bt  ft  giMt  cm YMie^ 
eommeieiat  interaits  <^  Sagg-Haibov^  they  «re  muuiiaioatl^  of  the 
•pimo»  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  reaeonable  and  ought 
to  be  granted:  ud  they  baye»  tiierefore,  prepaied  a  bill^  whidk 
Aey  raq^eetfidly  atk  leave  to  intcodoce* 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  181. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  30^  1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Of  Jaeob  Shumwajr,  an  Inspector  of  Beef  and  Pork  in 

the  city  of  New- York. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW- 
YORK. 

A  ntttrn  of  proriBion  inipected  by  Jacob  Shamwayi  intpector 
of  betf  iod  pmk  in  the  city  and  county  of  New-York,  from  Jan. 
li^  JSH  ^  I^c.  Slit|  1884,  indnfive,  viz; 

3,810  bbls.  mess  pork, 

7,088  bbls.  prime  pork, 
M  bbla  cargo  pork, 

8,125  bbis  not  branded  do. 
4  bUs.  mesa  beef, 
16  bbla.  prime  bee( 
M.  bbbk  cargo  beef.  « 

18,108  bbla.  valued  at  •139,010.M. 

Feeif«  18,377.00. 

JACX>B  SHUMWAY,  liupeetor. 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  182. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  19,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  colleges,  academies  and  commiw 
acbools,  on  the  petition  of  the  trusteea  of  Cheneva 
cdiege. 

Mr.  Burke,  from  the  committee  on  colleges,  academieiand  com* 
moa  fchoolsy  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of 
Geneya  college, 

REPORTED: 

The  pelitionsft  represent  that  ihey  have  established  at  Oeaeva, 
a  medicftl  faculty,  consisting  of  six  professorships;  but  doubts  are 
entertained  whether  the  degrees  of  ^  Ihct&r  cf  Jlhdietme^**  eon* 
Csmd  by  the  petitioners,  will  anthoriae  tbe  persons  receiting  the 
same  to  praetiee  physic  and  mfgsrj  under  the  existing  laws  of 
this  State.  The  petitionMih  therefore,  solicit  such  an  amendment 
of  the.  Uw  as  will  remove  those  donbts,  fad  enable  the  medical  fa- 
cidty  to  lUscharge  their  important  duties  with  advantage  to  Chem* 
selresy  to  the  students,  and  to  the  public 

Independently  of  all  other  advantages,  it  is  represented  that  the 
college  will,  by  the  aid  of  the  medical  faculty,  be  enabled  to  main- 
tain lectures  on  chemistry,  whidi  have  been  suspended  in  conse- 
quence of  the  pecuniary  condition  of  the  college. 

Yoar  committee  learn  that  Geneva  college  is  the  only  institution 
of  that  grade,  which  has  never  received  any  aid  from  the  State; 
that  it  has  struggled  through  many  difficulties  and  embarrassments, 
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ivlyttig  wboHy  upon  indivkkitl  palfOM^  ftnd  the  enterprne  wa& 
ability  of  ito  instructors. 

The  small  boon  which  is  esked  te  aid  their  chemical  professor* 
ship,  without  taking  a  cent  from  the  treasury,  commends  itself 
strongly  to  the  judgment  and  feelings  of  your  committee,  and  the 
institution  of  a  medical  faculty  in  that  portion  of  the  State  seems 
in  itself  highly  ^eritprious  and  deserving  of  p«t>|ie  approbation. 

The  only  public  institutions  ibr  regular  instruction  in  medical 
science  in  this  State,  are  at  Fairfield,  in  Herkimer  county,  and  in 
the  city  of  New-York.  At  these  places,  there  are  colleges  of  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons,  uuusiatiug  of  prefcwen  appointed  by  the  Re- 
gents of  the  University,  which  body  confers  the  degree  of  *^  Doc- 
tor of  Medicine,''  on  the  reoomnQeudation  of  the  respective  pro- 
fessors. 

'Fairfield  is  more  than  120  miles  from  Geneva,  and  is  east  of  a 
Hue  running  north  and  south,  which  would  equally  divide  the  popu- 
lation of  this  State.  It  is  obvious,  in  the  opinion  of  your  commit- 
tee, that  it  cannot  satisfy  the  wants  of  the  western  region.  The 
location  of. Geneva  is  equally  favorable  with  that  of  Faiifield,  and 
equal  opportunities  for  practical  knowledge  are  presented. 

In  no  department  of  human  knowledge,  can  educalioo  he  ohh^ 
important  than  in  that  which  concerns  our  health  and  our  lives,  and 
in  no  portioii  of  our  State  is  tiiere  so  great  a  deticiency  in  the 
means  of  instrtiotion  in  medical  science,  asinabai  region  where 
thf  medical  faculty  of  Genera  oelli^e  is  established.  Although  it 
may  not  possess  all  the  advantages  of  the  sehods  of  Pte^is,  Edii^ 
burgh,  London  or  New- York,  yet  there  can  he  no  doubt  of  its  pre- 
senting opportunities  for  education  far  superior  to  those  obtained 
by  private  study,  under  the.care  of  a  single  physician.  Upon  >the 
whole,  the  considerations  in  laVor  of  sustaining  the  tttbrtM  made  to 
extend  the  facilities  for  medical  instruction,  by  the  mMOs  propoe* 
ed,  are  deemed  worthy,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  of  le- 
gislative action. 

« 

In  porsuance  of  these  views,  your  committee  respeetfoUy  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 


«TATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


^mdm 


No,  183, 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  14*  18311. 


maaem 


REPORT 

Of  tke  select  conumttee  on  several  peUtions  relative 
to  the  act  entitled  «« An  act  to  abolish  imprksonment 
for  debt,  and  to  punish  fraudulent  debtors,'^ 

Mr.  WiUuBfloo,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  were  fcve- 
ralljr  referred  the  petitions  of  inhabitants  of  the  coanties  of  OtsegOy 
Colombia,  and  Dutchess,  and  also  the  bills  introduced  on  notice, 
all  relating  to  the  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for 
debi;  and  to  punish  fraudulent  debtors,"  passed  April  38th,  ISSl, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  committee  have  had  the  several  petitions  under  coi^ 
aidermtioD,  and  have  examined  the  bills  referred  to  them. 

It  is  represented  in  the  petitions,  that  the-  act  has  not  answered 
the  objects  intended;  and  that  after  having  tested  its  provisions 
for  three  years,  it  has  not  commended  itself  to  the  approbation  of 
bill  a  small  portion  of  the  community,  and  has  been  productive  of 
moch  evil. 

The  petitioners  ask  either  its  immediate  repeal,  or  such  a  modi* 
ficatioa  of  the  law  as  will  afford  some  better  remedy  for  the  col- 
lection of  debts.  The  act  in  question,  though  introducing  and  es- 
tablishing an  important  principle,  has  almost  entirely  failed  to  ful- 
ffl  the  parpoees  indicated  by  the  latter  part  of  its  title.  Its  opera- 
&X19  are  but  feeble  efforts  to  punish  fraudulent  debtors;  apd 
fihongii  an  apparent  remedy  is  offered  to  the  creditor,  yet  escape 
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for  the  fhniduteni  debtor,  is  89  easy,  that  it  is  almost  questionabVe 
whether  this  law  does  furnish  an  inducement,  in  many  instances, 
to  the  concealment  of  property  and  the  perpetration  of  fraud.  In* 
telligent  men  have  said  that  the  practical  effect  of  this  law  upon 
all  that  portion  of  community,  who  were  supposed  to  be  operated 
upon  by  the  fears  of  imprisonment,  has  been  to  induce  a  lax  state 
of  feeling  as  to  the  moral  obligation  of  a  contract,  and  that  they 
look  to  and  calculate  upon  the  means  by  which  they  can  Iretaia 
property  from  their  creditor,  under  this  law,  and  avoid  payments 
Among  a  people  so  essentially  of  a  trading  character  as  we  are,, 
and  whose  progress  to  improvement  in  wealth,  in  population  and 
in  active  enterprize,  has  been  so  largely  augmented  by  our  systen> 
of  credit,  laws  to  enforce  the  obligation  of  contracts  should  be  cer* 
tain,  effectual,  and  as  far  as  possible,  permanent.  The  innocent 
and  unfortunate  debtor,  should  be  protected,  in  the  free  enjoyment 
of  alt  that  is  left  to  bim^  his  personal  liberty.  On  the  other  hand, 
8  complete  remedy  should  be  offered  to  the  creditor,  to  avail  him* 
self  of  the  means  of  payment  in  the  possession  of  his  debtor^  be* 
yond  what  the  law  has  humanely  exempted. 

Ever  since  the  act  under  consideration  went  into  operation,  it 
has  been  generally,  earnestly,  and  justly  complained  against  it^ 
that  its  provisions  were  defective,  and  that  the  public  exigency  re- 
quired an  alteration  of  it.  The  committee  do  not  believe  that 
there  is  either  any  call,  or  any  necessity  for  an  entire  repeal  ef 
this  law,  but  that  its  salutary  principle  should  be  preserved  while 
many  of  its  details  should  be  altered. 

Although  the  act  is  esteemed  generally  defective,  yet  the  moat 
serious  difficulties  are  sustained  by  creditors  whose  debts  are  un- 
der 9100.  For  the  collection  of  debts  above  that  sum,  a  remedy 
(expensive  to  be  sure  for  moderate  amounts)  is  afforded  through 
the  aid  of  the  court  of  chancery.  That  remedy  is  based  upon  the 
principle,  that  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  competent  jarisdiction 
should  be  per  se,  an  equitable  assignment  of  the  property  of  the 
debtor,  to  the  amount  of  the  judgment,  and  that  the  debtor  is 
deemed  to  hold  whatever  be  may  possess  above  that  which  is  ex-^ 
empt  by  law,  from  execution  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditor. 
This  principle  is  perhaps  an  indispensable  requisite  to  a  complete 
legal  remedy  for  the  collection  of  debts*  The  poor  but  honest 
debtor  will  be  subject  to  no  embarrassment  from  its  being  adopted^ 
and  carried  out  as  far  as  practicable  in  all  our  courts, — ^while  the 
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fraudulent  one  can  claim  no  sympathy,  if  his  purposes  shall  be 
fhwartcd,  and  he  be  compelled  to  surrender  tbat  ^^hich  be  has  no 
equitable  right  to  retain. 

In  proposing  a  bill  upon  this  subject,  the  committee  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  to  take  up  the  present  law,  and  to  propose  to  it  as 
few  amendments  as  consistent,  and  to  recommend,  tbat  should 
their  suggestions  be  approved  and  adopted,  the  whole  act  may  be 
revised,  (by  incorporating  such  amendments,)  re-enacted,  and  thus 
be  published  entire,  so  that  the  perplexity  of  searching  through  se- 
vera!  yolumes  may  be  saved  to  the  person  seeking  to  know  what 
the  law  is. 

By  the  i»*ovisions  of  the  present  law,  application  may  be  made 
for  a  warrant  against  a  defendant  either  before  or  after  judgmenty 
if  a  suit  has  been  commenced  in  a  court  of  record;  and  it  obvious* 
ly  was  intended,  that  if  a  defendant  had  property,  he  should,  by 
virtue  of  those  provisions,  be  coerced  to  surrender  it,  or  be  impri- 
soned.  In  most  cases,  the  property  which  a  plaintiff  would  seek 
to  reach  under  this  remedy,  is  not  that  which  is  substantial*  and 
tangible,  .for  that  might  be  taken  in  execution,  but  is  generally 
debts  due  to  the  defendant,'or  other  choses  in  action,  as  they  are  de* 
nominated.  Persons  intending  to  perpetrate  a  fraud,  will  general* 
ly  convert  their  property  into  something  upon  which  an  execution 
will  not  attach.  The  great  defect  in  the  present  law  is,  that  so 
much  is  imposed  upon  a  plaintiff  to  make  out  a  case,  that  shrewd 
men  generally  escape  ever  being  put  upon  their  defence. 

Bui  when  once  the  fact  is  established,  that  the  defendant  has  in 
his  pocket' any  amount  of  property  consisting  of  notes,  certificates 
of  stock,  &c,  he  has  only  to  give  to  the  plaintiff  a  bond  that  he 
win  not  remove  such  property  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court, 
with  intent  to  defraud  the  plaintiff,  or  assign  it,  &c.,  until  the  de^ 
mand  of  the  plaintiff  shall  be  paid,  or  until  three  months  after  final 
judgment  rendered  against  him.  Such  an  instrument  is  generally 
too  worthless  to  a  plaintiff  to  be  called  a  security.  Whether  the 
property  shall  be  removed  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  or 
not,  it  is  the  same  thing;  for  whenever  the  property  consists  of 
choses  in  action,  the  judgment  and  execution  will  not  reach  it;  and 
a  defendant  is,  so  far  as  the  law  is  concerned^  entirely  at  ease. — 
He  may  retain  the  property  of  this  character,  or  live  upon  it;  in 
ihort,  he  can  keep  it  perfectly  beyond  the  control  of  the  plaintiff, 
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efxeepf  he  iball,  throogh  the'ezpenMve  sod  tedious  proeen  of  a  bill 
in  cbaocery,  seek  relief.  Smatl-  demands'  will  not  justify  a  partjr 
in  going  into  thffC  court. 

The  ^onmiittee  believe  that  it  would  be  desirabFe  to  introduce 
into  aH  our  courts  a  power  somewhat  analagous  to  that  of  the 
eourt  of  chancery,  in  respect  to  Iheir  own  executions.  The  ex^ 
ercise  of  this  power  they  believe  may  be  safely  entrusted  to  all 
our  courts  of  law^.  up  to  lAte  extent  of  their  jurisdiction,  and  that  it 
will  be  the  most  efleotual  mode  of  punishing  fraudulent  debtors. 

Another  case  will  show  the  defects  of  this  law  in  a  point  of  view 
that  is  a  subject  of  general  complaint.  Its  provisions,  so  for  aa 
there  is  any  means  of  punishhig  the  fraudulent  debtor,  do  not  ap- 
ply to  justices^  eourls.  A  defendant  may  hold  any  amount  of  pro- 
perty consisting  of  notes^  bills^  bonds,  judgments,  stocks  or  other 
ehoses  in  action,  and  should  a  judgment  be  rendered  against  him 
in  a  justices'  court,  he  cannot  be  coerced  to  pay  it.  This  will  at 
once  strike  the  plainestr  understanding  as  at  least  an  important 
omission^  Perhaps  the  defective  remedy  that  this  law  provides 
for  the  collection  of  debts  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justices' 
courts,  has  been  more  extensively  appreciated  than  its  effect  upon 
larger  demands.  Having  referred  to  some  of  the  prominent  de- 
fects of  this  law,  it  may  be  proper  here  to' state  the  substance  of 
the  alterations  which  we  propose . 

First  in  order,  and  perhaps  in  importance,  it  is  proposed  to  ex<r 
tend  all  the  provisions  of  the  law  to  justices^  courts  as  well  as  to 
courts  of  record.  We  perceive  no  reason  why  a  defendant  should 
90t  be  compelled  to  surrender  his  property  or  secure  a  small  de- 
mand, as  weU  as  a  large  one* 

It  is  proposed  that  wherever  a  judgment  shall  have  been  obtain- 
ed against  a  person,  and  there  shall  be  reasonable  cause  shown  by 
the  opposite  party,  that  such  debtor  shall  be  compelled  to  answer 
under  oath,  as  to  his  property  and  means  of  payment,  and  thai 
for  a  refusal  to  answer,  or  to  appropriate  property  that  he  may 
disclose,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  judgment  against  him,  that  be 
shall  then  be  imprisoned. 

We  beKeve  that  this  provision,  if  adopted,  will  be  found  to  be 
of  great  utility;  and  wiR,  to  some  extent,  answer  the  ends  of  the 
proceeding  in  chancery.    It  is  proposed  in  justices'  courts,  to  ex- 
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tend  the  remedy  by  attachmentt  giving  it  ia  most  cases  where>  by 
the  former  law,  a  party  was  entitled  to  a  warrant  It  is  belieyed 
that  abuses  of  this  process  may  be  sufficiently  guarded  against, 
and  that  i(  will  be  found  highly  useful,  and  its  proper  introduction 
and  use  will  go  farther  to  produce  public  satisfaction  towards  the 
act  which  it  is  proposed  to  amend,  than  any  other  measure  which 
could  be  adopted. 

The  committee  beliey^  that  they  do  not  attach  too  much  conse* 
quence  to  the  subject  committed  to  their  eiamination,  when  they 
remark  that  it  has  engrossed  as  much  general  attention  as  any 
other  that  comes  before  the  Liegislature;  and  that^'perhaps  few 
higher  duties  rest  upon  us,  so  far  as  improvement  in  our  laws  are 
in  question,  than  to  amend  this  law  so  as  render  its  provisions  ap- 
propriate to  its  title. 

The  committee  have  prepared  a  bill  which  they  ask  leave  to  in- 
troduce. 


f 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  184- 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  31,  1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Of  Inac  Leonard,  an  Inspector  of  Leather  in  the  city 

of  Rochester. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OP  THE  STATE  OP  NEW- 

YORK. 

The  insfMCtor  of  leather  for  the  city  of  Rochester  respectfally 
leportt,  that  he  has  inspected  during  the  year  ending  on  the  81st 
day  of  December^  1884,  viz: 


Pomdi.         Per  H».        Told  inlne. 

4,610  sole  leather,  stamped  good,..  42,878  at  18  cts.  #7,717  14 
1,082         **  stamped  damaged, .  16,478        16  2,821  70 


5^602  bS,Zhl  •10,088  84 

Fees, •227.68. 

ISAAC  LEONARD,  hupecUn:. 

■> 

MoekaUr,  Jmuaty  97,  1885. 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 
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No.  185. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  7,  1835. 


REPORT 


Of  die  Secretary  of  State  transmitting  abstracts  of  the 
reports  of  the  superintendents  of  the  poor. 

STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, ) 
Scckstart's  Office.       ) 

'Albany^  ^ik  Februarp^  1886. 
TO  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  pursuance  of  tlie  provisions  of  sec*' 
tion  seventy-nine  of  the  second  title  of  the  twentieth  chapter  of 
part  first  of  .the  Kevised  Statutes,  has  the  lienor  lo  submit  to  the 
Legislatare,  abstracts  of  the  reports  of  the^  superintendents  of  thd 
poor  in  the  several  counties  in  the  State. 

The  superintendents  of  all  the  organised  counties,  fifty  •five  in 
tiumber,  have  made  their  reports  as  directed  by  law.  The  ab* 
stracts  required  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  will  be  found  in  the 
acoooapaiiyiog  tables,  marked  A,  B,  C  and  D. 

By  reference  to  abstract  A,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  whole 
number  of  paupers  relieved,  or  supported  during  the  year,  ending 
Che  1st  of  December,  1834,  was  32,798.  Of  this  number,  30,418 
were  county,  and  2,380  town,  paupers.  The  aggrep^ate  expense 
of  relieving  and  supporting  the  whole  number  was  9304,913.2L 
The  whole  number  relieved  ^nd  supported  "during  the  year  end* 
ing  the  1st  December,  1834,  is  2,079  less  than  the  whole  numbet 
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reHeved  and' supported  during  the  preceding  year;  vrUite  the  ac- 
tual expense  of  such  support  and  relief,  has  during  the  last  year^ 
been  9&fil4»0B  more  than  during  the  preceding^ 

By  abstract  F,  it  wilh  appear  that  the  sum  of  (^,495^80  wa» 
paid  for  the  transportation  of  paupers^  $1 1^,847  .d?  to  superinten- 
dents for  their  services;  $12,552,59' to  overseeps  of  the  poor;: 
•3,595.23  to  justices;  $2t,243»84  to  keepers  and  officers  of  the 
poor  houses;  and  •9,861  •  91  i  to  physicians  for  attendance  and  me- 
dicine; that  the  vahie  of  the  labor  of  the  paupers  amounted  t<y 
^36,824.05;  tlie  amount  saved  in  consequenee  of  the  labor  of  the- 
paupers^  $22,697.3^^1;  s^d  that  the  average  expense  of  supporting- 
each  pauper  at  the  poor-house,  was  •30.78^  per  annum,  or  59} 
eents  per  week.  During  the  pFeeeeding  year,  the  ^expense  of  sup- 
porting each  pus^r,  was  832-21  per  annum,  or  6I|  cents  per 

weekir 

■ 

By  abstract  C,  it  appears  that  there  are  attached  to  the  poor 
houses  6,083i  acres  of  land,  and  that  the  aggregate  value  of  alt 
the  poor-house  establishments  in  the  State,  aitK)unts  to  8957^783  ,.48^ 
that  the  number  of  paupers  received  iato  the  poor-houses  during 
the  year  was  11,^714;  that  there  were  born  in  the  poor-bouses  du- 
ring the  same  period  336";  died  1,421;  bound  out  656;  discharged 
7,800;  and  that  966  absconded.  The  number  of  females  ki  the 
poor-houses  on  the  Ist  December,  1834,  was  2,930,  and  the  numr 
ber  of  males  3,384,  total  of  both  sexes  6,457*  It  will  be  perceived 
that  the  total  number  exceeds  the  number  of  males  and  females 
stated  separately;  but  thia  disagreement  will  be  explained  by  the 
fact,  that  in  the  report  from  Montgomery  county,  only  the  total 
number  of  persons  in  the  poor*house  is  given*  Of  the  number  of 
persons  relieved  during  the  year,  5,686  were  foreigners;  809  luna* 
tics;  255  idiots,  and  58  mutes*. 

By  the  table  marked  D,  it  will  appear  that  there  were  in  the 
poor*houses  on  the  Isl  December  last,.  2,187  children  under  six- 
teen years  of  age,  of  whom  1,825  were  instructed  an  average  pe- 
riod of  eight  months.  In  several  counties,  which  have  reported 
the  period  during  which  instruction  has  been  given,  the  number  of 
children  instructed  is  not  stated;  and  in  several,  which  have  re- 
ported the  number  of  children  instructed,  the  period  of  instruction 
is  not  given;  so  that  in  fact^  the  average  period  of  instruction  and 
the  number  of  children  instmcted,  are  greater  than  appear  by  the 
reports. 
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The  foUQwiDg  foi^y ^eotinties  ha^o  aboUshed  tbe  dWtihdi6n  W 
tween  town  and  county  p6or,  viz  i  Albany,  Allegany,  *Broome, 
'Cattar»Qg4Js,  Cayuga,  Chautauque,  Cliotooi  Columbia,  Delaware, 
Dutcheas,  Brie,  Essex,  iFraoMin,  Genesee,  Greene,  Herkimer, 
Jefiefsoo,  Kings,  Lewis,  Livingstco,  Madison,  Mc^tgomery,  New*- 
York,  Niagara,  Oneida,  Ontario,  Orange,  Odeaos,  (Xsego,  Put- 
-nam,  Saratoga,  Seneca,  Steuben,  St.  I«awrence,  SuUivan,  War- 
ren, Washington,  Wayne,  Westchester  and  Yaies. 

The  following  ^couxfties,  fifteoii  in  number,  ha^e  xidt  abolished 
the  ditftinotion  between  town  and  county  po<Mr,  v4z :  Chenango, 
l^ortland,  Monroe,  Onondaga,  Oswego,  Queens,  Rensselaer,  Riclh- 
anond,  Koddaod,  Scheoeotady,  Schoharie^  Suffolk,  Ticga,  Tomp- 
Ilibs  and  UlMon. 

All  the  eounties  in  the  State  have  erected  poor-houses,  with  the 
•ezoeptioa  of  Queens,  Rensselaer,  Rockland  and  Suffolk*  The 
<»ooties  of  Cattaraugus  and  Sieuben,  ha^e  erected  peor>bouses 
•during  the  last  yeaF. 

It  has  already  been  observed  that  the  actual  amount  paid  for  the 
relief  and  support  of  indigent  persons  dfiring  the  lost  year,  exceeds 
the  amount  paid  for  the  same  purposes  during  the  preceding  year^ 
hy  the  sum  of  80,674 « 06.     This  increased  expenditure  may  be  ex*> 
plained  without  impeaching  the  general  economy  of  the  system, 
indeed,  the  whole  difference  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that 
in  the  city  of  New- York,  although  the  number  of  paupers  relieveii 
«nd  supported  is  4,025  less  than  during  the  preceding  year,  the  ac^ 
tual  expenditure  is  only  81,049.07  less.     Under  the  head  of  re- 
marks of  supervisors,  will  be  found  a  note  from  the  superintendent 
of  the  alms-house,  explaining  the  large  diminution  of  the  number 
of  persons  relieved  and  supported  in  the  county  of  New^York,  and 
the  smaU  diminution  in  the  aggregate  expense.     It. has  been  seen 
that  the  whole  number  of  persons  relieved  and  supported  in  all  the 
coanties  in  the  Siate,  is  3,979  less  than  it  was  during  the  preceding 
year;  so  that  although  the  number  in  the  city  of  New* York  is 
materially  diminished,  the  number  in  the  other  counties  is  1,046 
more  than  it  was  d^ing  the  year  1883.    The  expense  of  the  re- 
lief and  support  of  thai  number  would  be  iiearly  equal  to  the  en* 
tire  increase  of  expenditure  during  the  year  reported.    If,  there- 
fore, the  expense  of  the  alms-house  in  the  city  of  New-York,  and 
what  is  termed  the  out-door  relief,  had  been  diminished  in  proper^ 
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tioa  to  the  dlmitiutlon  of  the  nmnber'of  pauperSf  the  entire  expen^ 
diture  throughout  the  State' would  kuve  been  materiality  reduced.. 
But  any  diminution  in  the  expense  of  relieving  famiiies  out  of  the 
alms-house,-  is  noi^  to  be  anticipated;  nor  can  a  diminution  of  the 
expense  of  thai  establishment  be  expected^  as  many  ot-  the  princi^ 
par  items  of  expenditure  are  but  Kttfe  affected  by  a  variation  in  the 
number  of  icKKvidtiais*8U}>ported< 

It  was  stated  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State^^ 
that  many  of  the  supervisors  of  the  towns^  in  counties  whieh  had 
not  abolished  the  distinction  bejtween  town  and  county  poor^  bad 
incurred  the  penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars  by  failing  to  make  the 
report  required  by  law,  in  lelation  to  the  estpense  of  relieving  and 
supporting  paupers  belonging  to  their  respective  towns*.  In  Julgr 
last,  a  circular  was  addressed  to  the  supervisors  of  all  the  towns- 
hi  the  counties  referred  to,  pointing  out  their  duty,  and  the  penalty 
to  which  they  would  be  liable,  if  they  should  fail-  to  perform  it.-«- 
As  was  anticipated,  the  duty  has  been  discharged,  excepting  in 
a  very  few  instances.  In  all  these  cases,  letters  have  been  ad^ 
dressed  during  the  last  month  to  the  supervisors  in  default,  and  so 
far  as  answers  have  been  received,  the  omission  has  been  satisfac- 
torily  accounted  for.  The  assurance  given  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port, that  the  requirement  of  the  statute,  in  this  res})ect,  woutid 
lioreafter  be  complied  with  by  the  supervisors,  is  now  repeated 
with  confidence.  It  wiU  bo  obvious,  that  the  more  general  di9* 
charge  of  this  duty  by  them  during  the  last  year,  has  had  the  ef* 
feet  of  swelling  in  some  degree,  the  aggregate  amount  of  expendi* 
ture.  Their  reports  are  included  in  those  of  the  superintendents, 
and  every  additional  report  has  added  something  to  the  sum  totaL 

It  is  a  nmtter  of  complaint  in  several  of  the  counties,  that  the 
expense  of  temporary  relief  is  annually  augmenting,  and  that  it  has 
not  only  become  a  very  serious  burden,  but  that  it  constitutes  a  very- 
large  portion  of  the  whole  expenditure.  In  a  few  of  the  counties 
bordering  on  the  Canadian  frontier,  there  is  unquestionably  some 
cause  for  the  complaint,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  a  remedy  for 
the  evil  should  be  provided.  The  superintendents  of  Washington 
county  have  suggested  an  alteration  in  the  existing  plan,  which 
will  be  found  under  the  head  of  remarks  of  superintendents. — 
Should  their  suggestion  be  adopted,  the  distinction  between  town 
and  county  poor  would,  to  a  certain 'extent,  be  revived;  and  thus, 
independently  of  the  inequality  arising  from  local  position,  which 
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they  propose  to  correct  in  extraordinary  cases,  by  vesting  a  dis« 
cretionary  power  in  the  board  of  supervisors,  the  principle  which 
the  adoption  of  the  distinction  referred  to,  was  intended  to  esta- 
blish, would  again  be  abandoned. 

It  has  also  been  suggested,  as  a  more  effectual  method  of  reducing 
the  expense  of  temporary  relief,  that  the  office  of  overseer  of  the 
poor  should  be  abolished  in  those  counties,  in  which  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  relieving  and  supporting  paupers  is  defrayed  by  the  county, 
and  their  powers  conferred  on  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  town. 
The  justices  could  doubtless  discharge  all  tlie  duties  now  perform- 
ed by  overseers  of  the  poor  without  difficulty,  and  a  large  portion 
of  the  allowance  made  to  the  latter  would  be  saved,  as  under  the 
present  system  both  the  overseer  and  justice  are  frequently  em- 
ployed and  compensated  in  cases,  with  regard  to  which  the  servi- 
ces of  one  of  them  would  be  sufficient. 

The  superintendents  of  Otsego  county  have  some  suggestions  in 
relation  to  the  power  of  overseers  of  the  poor  to  institute  suits  in 
cases  of  bastardy,  which  are  worthy  of  consideration.  The  su- 
perintendents have,  by  the  act  of  23d  February,  1832,  power  to 
make  such  compromises  and  arrangemSnts  with  the  putative  fa- 
thers of  bastard  children  as  they  shall  deem  equitable  and  just; 
and  it  would  seem  proper,  independently  of  the  reasons  suggested 
by  the  superintendents  of  Otsego  coupty,  that  the  power  of  prose- 
cuting should  reside  in  the  same  persons. 

m 

If  the  poor-house  establishments  are  regulated  by  a -strict  regard 
to  the  principle  of  ministering  only  to  the  absolute  wants  of  the 
necessitous,  no  good  reason  is  perceived,  why  the  number  of  per- 
sons relieved  or  supported  in  them  should  augment  in  a  ratio  great- 
er than  population.     In  order  to  guard  against  such  an  augmenta* 
tioo  of  the  number  of  those  who  are  dependent  on  them,  care 
should  be  taken  that  the  system  may  not  hold  out  to  any  one  the 
promise  of  greater  ease  and  comfort  than  are  ordinarily  enjoyed 
by  those  who  rely  on  their  own  labors  for  their  support,  and  that 
it  should  provide  unceasing  employment  for  those  who  are  able  to 
work.     If  these  principles  are  rigidly  adhered  to;  if  the  poor  ests* 
blishments  exact  of  their  inmates  as  much  manual  exertion  as  a 
laboring  man  is  compelled  to  perform  to  earn  a  subsistence;  and 
if  they  yield  such  comforts  only  as  are  within  the  reach  of  per- 
sons in  ordinary  circumstances,  there  will  be  no  temptation  to  in- 
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dividuals  to  abandon  a  sphere  of  independent  industry  for  one, 
which  presents  to  those  who  are  dependent  on  it  more  or  less  of 
personal  restraint. 

During  the  last  year,  the  counties  of  Jefferson,  Lewis  and  Steu* 
ben,  have  abolished  the  distinction  between  town  and  county  poor; 
and  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  all  the  counties  have  not  conformed 
to  the  same  uniform  plan.  Experience  has  satisfactorily  shown, 
that  the  system  adopted  by  forty  counties  is  the  most  economical 
mode  yet  devised  of  supporting  paupers  by  public  law.  The  ave* 
rage  annual  expense  of  each  person  has  been  regularly  diminish- 
ing, and  there  is  reason  to  believe,  as  those  who  are  charged  with 
the  management  of  the  system  become  more  familiar  with  it,  that 
some  further  reduction  of  expense  may  be  efiected.  During  the 
last  five  years  the  annual  cost  of  maintaining  each  pauper  has  been 
as  follows,  viz: 

In  1830, •••  937  03 

1&31...... 33  26 

1832, •. 32  411 

1833, ••.• 32  21 

1834, ^ •••••  .i 30  78^ 

The  actual  value  of  the  labor  of  the  paupers  exeeeded,  during 
the  last  year,  the  actual  value  during  the  preceding,  by  the  sum 
of  $5,006  •  65 ;  and  if  the  amount  saved  in  consequence  of  their  la- 
bor IS,  as  it  would  appear  to  bo,  $972.74  less,  still  the  superior 
productiveness  of  their  industry  during  the  last  year  is  equal  to 
$4,634.11.    . 

It  will  be  perceived,  by  reference  to  abstract  C,  that  of  the 
whole  number  of  persons  relieved  and  supported  during  the  year 
reported,  609  were  lunatics.  Last  year  the  number  was  only  602« 
The  actual  increase  is,  therefore,  moi%  than  one<-third;  a  fact^ 
which,  while  it  presents  strong  ground  for  the  apprehension  that 
the  cause  may  be  found,  in  no  ineonsideraUe  degree,  in  the  neces- 
sary augmentation  of  the  number  of  oases  where  no  curative  pro- 
cess is  attempted,  will  justify  the  Secretary  of  Siate  in  respect- 
fully calling  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  a  brief  refereaoe 
to  their  condition  in  his  last  annual  report 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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ABSTRACT  of  the  returns  from  the  Superintendents  of  the  Poor 
of  the  seoera/  countieSj  exhibitir^  the  whole  number  cf  town  and 
county  paupers  relieved  or  supported  during  the  year  ending  Dec. 
1,  1834,  and  the  amount  expended  for  their  support. 


COUNTIES. 


Albaoy, .  •  • . . 
Allegany,  ... 
Broome,  •  • . . 
CatUraugos, 
Cayuga,  . .  • 
Chautaoquc, 
Chenango,  • 
Cluiton,.^.. 
Columbia,  •  • 
Cortland,  .,• 
Delaware, .  • 
Dutchess,  •• 

Erie, 

Esaez, .  •  •  •  • 
Franklin,  ..< 
Genesee,  • .  •  < 
Greene,  • . .  • 
Herkimer,  •  • 
Jefferson,  ••« 

Kings, 

Lewis, 

Livingston,  •< 
Madison,  •  •  • . 


1184 

*1134 

•  •  •  • 

02 

02 

•  •  •  • 

83 

83 

•  •  •  • 

102 

102 

•  •  •  • 

278 

278 

•  •  •  • 

107 

107 

•  •  •  • 

102 

37 

65 

275 

275 

•  •  •  • 

600 

600 

•  •  •  • 

15 

15 

•  •  •  • 

120 

126 

• « •  • 

663 

663 

•  • « • 

300 

300 

•  •  •  • 

130 

130 

•  •  •  • 

140 

140 

•  •  •  • 

264 

264 

•  •  •  • 

285 

285 

•  •  •  • 

242 

242 

•  •  •  • 

541 

153 

388 

434 

434 

•  •  •  • 

70 

15 

55 

119 

119 

•  •  •  • 

244 

244 

•  •  •  • 

ill 

8.9 
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0,502  56 
1,760  00 
1,257  22 
3,606  35 
6,311  73 
2,800  34 
1,870  88 
4,411  85 
7,800  28 
1,001  29 
2,200  04 
12,535  IS 
2,663  01 
2,652  09 
1,156  62 
4,372  66 
3,046  86 
3,151  81 
5,473  63 
4,160  35 
1,614  51 
1,151  52 
3,200  65 
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ABSTRACT  OF  RETURNS.— (Continued.) 


COUNTIES. 


Monroe^  •  •  •  • « 
Montffomery, . 
Now-York,..- 

Niagara, 

Oneida, 

Onondaga,  ••• 

Ontario, 

Orange, 

Orleans,  •  •  •  • . 

Oswego, 

Otsego, 

Putnam, 

Queens, 

Rensselaer,  •  •  • 
Richmond,  •  • . 
Rockland,  •  •  • , 
Saratoga,  •  • .  • 
Schenectady,  * 
Schoharie,  •  • « 

Seneca, 

St.  Lawrence^ 

Steuben, 

Suffolk, 

Sullivan, 

Tioga, 

Tompkins,  » • , 

Ulster, 

Warren, 

Washington,., 

Wayne, 

Westchester, « 
Yates, 


565 
286 
18,549 
305 
370 
358 
272 
526 

76 
396 
332 

77 
256 
784 

46 
135 
274 
195 
134 
143 
228 
224 
187 

96 
107 
229 
279 

56 
253 
182 
454 

78 
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294 
286 
18,549 
305 
370 
240 
272 
526 

76 
168 
332 

77 

53 
440 

20 

23 
274 
145 

48 

143 

228 

224 

4 

96 
107 
111 
146 

56 
253 
182 
454 

78 


30,418  2,380 


271 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


• « • 


188 


•  •  • 


•  t  • 


228 


•  •  • 


203 

844 

26 

112 

t  •  •  • 
50 
86 

•  •  •  • 

•  • .  • 

•  •  •  • 
183 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 
1181 
133 


"8 


I 

a 


111 

(8  8<SS 


8 
2 

90 
3 
7 
2 
4 

11 
2 
4 
4 
1 
5 
6 

2 
4 
1 
2 
1 
5 
7 
4 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
5 
3 
8 
1 


808  92 
985  68 

090  20 
109  67 
168  25 
760  00 
228  48 
040  94 
001  30 
437  95 
917  07 
851  00 
523  00 
464  61 
948  76 
511  09 
566  65 
853  14 
296  96 
073  16 
767  34 
025  50 
847  35 
027  47 
236  60 
726  95 

091  20 
351  28 
196  77 
773  77 
000  87 
029  OO 
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(    E.    > 
Remarii  ef  Superinfendents,  tucon^nying  their  aunwU  reports, 

ESSEX. 

I  enclose  you  the  report  of  the  sttperiAteodents  of  the  poor* 
The  cause  of  detention  beyond  the  regular  time  Wiis  owing  to  the 
sickness  of  one  of  the  superintendents,  and  the  difficulty  in  making 
the  report  from  the  manner  the  books  and  papers  have  been  kept. 
The  report  varies,  materially  from  the  report  of  last  year,  although 
the  actual  expense  of  the  poor-^bouse  has  been  less. 

KINGS. 

We  would  again  call  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  to  the  ne* 
ccssity  of  having  the  law  so  amended  as  to  regulate  the  amount  to 
be  allowed  to  justices  of  the  peace,  where  temporary  rplief  is  re*^ 
quir  ed,  for  taking  examinations  of  paupers,  Ja  some  of  our  towns, 
the  justice  frequently  issues,  during  the  inclement  season  of  the 
year,  from  two  to  fifteen  orders  per  day,  and  in  auditing  said  ac- 
counts there  appears  to  be  no  stipulated  sum  in  the  statute  where- 
by wc  can  be  governed;  and  likewise,  tha^  some  severe  punish* 
ment  should  be  inflicted  for  inveighling  away  senrants,  which  is 
too  often  the  case,  from  their  masters,  after  being  bound  by  the  su- 
perintendents of  the  poor. 

NEW-YOttK. 

BeUevue,  FOf.  1835. 
Gen.  Dix, 

Dear  sir— I  have  the  honor  to  ackoowledfie  the  receipt  of 
your  communication.  In  answer,  I  state  that  the  out-door  poor, 
both  in  1838  and  1884,  were  included  in  Mr.  Cox's  as  well  as  in 
my  own  report.  "  The  great  diminution**  is  owing  to  thq  number 
estimated  in  each  family. 

The  commissioners  reported,  through  their  agent,  that  they  had 
supported  or  relieved  2,573  out*door  families  in  1834,  averagia§f 
five  to  each  family,  (whole  number  relieved  12,865.)  I  also  leam 
that  the  average  to  each  family  in  1833  was  seven.  You  will  rea- 
dily perceive  this  will  account  for  the  diminution. 

The  number  of  children  who  have  received  instruction  in  the 
poor-house  in  the  last  year  is  788.  Six  hours  each  diay  is  the  us«i« 
al  time  the  children  are  instructed,  and  five  days  in  each  week; 
there  is  no  school  on  Saturdays.  There  are  403  who  are  reoeivia^ 
instruction  at  this  time. 

If  there  should  be  any  other  information  in  my  power  to  ^ve,  it 
^oald  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  do  so. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

Very  respeotfidly, 

U  W.  STEYfiNa 


Na  ISS.]  19 

ONONDAGA. 

The  saperiDtendentfl  would  remark  to  the  Secretary  tliat  they 
are  net  to  possession  of  the  necessary  information  to  enable  them 
to  make  any  other  average  of  the  expense  of  keeping  paupers,  exf> 
ceptiog  those  kept  at  the  poor-house.  Reports  from  all  the  supers 
visors  in  the  county^  excepting  two,  have  been  received  by  the  si]» 
periDtendents.  The  most  of  these  reports  are  informaJ  and  very 
inperfect,  as  will  appear  from  the  abstract  accompanying  this  re» 
port,  and  may  probably  be  accounted  for  in  consequence  of  tlw  ne^ 
^cct  or  inability  of  the  overseers  of  poor  to  furnish  the  supervi* 
son  with  the  neoessary  data  to  enable  them  to  comply  with  the 
ststnte. 

osWBoa 

The  report  is  from  the  first  of  October,  1833,  to  the  first  of  Oc 
tober,  IBM,  and  the  reason  is  that  the  reports  c^  the  preceding  i^ 
periDteodents  have  been  made  in  that  way  Qvery  year  since  the 
poor-house  has  been  established,  and  it  we  had  reported  from  the 
Snt  of  October,  1833,  to  the  first  of  December,  1834,  there  would 
be  two  moDths  not  reported,  and  for  that  reason  the  report  is  made 
MM  the  farmer  reports  have  been.  1  he  incorrectness  oT  the  books 
sad  tlie  bad  arran^ment  of  the  establishment,  has  prevented  us 
from  reporting  with  that  exactness  that  may  be  expected.  Most 
of  the  items  are  correct,  and  the  whole  as  full  and  correct  as  we 
tre  able  to  make  from  the  information  within  our  power. 

OTSEGO. 

The  saperintendents  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  amending 
the  law  for  the  support  of  bastards. 

The  power  given  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  to  prosecute  is  of- 
ten, and  we  think  generally,  exercised  without  judgment  or  discre- 
tioo.  This  officer  is  selected  at  town-meetings  without  regard  to 
cspacity  or  energy  of  character.  .  Such  men  are  easily  pperated 
upon  by  the  friends  of  the  girl,  or  by  those  who  are  intei^sted  in 
aiakjog  up  a  bill  of  costs. 

These  observations  are  the  result  of  the  experience  we  have  had 
during  the  two  last  years  in  this  county.  The  costs  paid  in  the 
county  the  last  year  in  cases  of  this  kind  instituted  by  overseers  of 
the  poor,  and  in  which  judgments  for  costs  were  rendered  against 
them«  amouDts  to  8322,  and  not  much  Ie3s  the  year  before.  In  no 
instance  was  there  a  successful  prosecution.  While  the  superin* 
tendents,  by  the  exercise  of  the  power  to  settle  cases  of  this  kind, 
bive  folly  secured  to  the  county  all  expense  incurred,  or  which 
mav  occur,  by  sufficient  bonds  of  indemnity. 

The  plan  which  suggests  itself  to  our  minds  as  most  likelv  to 
ave  costs  and  protect  the  Jnte rests  of  the  public,  is,  to  take  irom 
Ae  overseers  the  power  of  prosecuting  in  any  case,  and  reQUir^ 
Acm  only  to  report  the  complaint  to  one  of  the  '®"P®rint^w|lept6> 
arf  also  to  ffive  to  one  of  the  superintendenU  the  pow^^?  «ct 
alone  ^  to  »^ 


90  [AaSBMBLT 

QUEENS. 

The  siiperinteDdenU  of  the  poor  of  Queens  county,  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  respectfully  report  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  that  the  above  abstract  of  the  reports  re- 
ceived from  the  supervisors  of  the  several  towns,  with  the  addi- 
tional abstract  from  the  books  of  the  superintendents,  form  the  best 
exhibit  of  the  state  of  pauperism  in  this  county  which  it  is  in  their 
power  to  make,  under  the  complicated  mode  pursued  by  our  au- 
thorities in  supportinff  the  poor,  which  probably  differs  from  every 
thing  ever  thouffht  of  by  the  Legislature  when  the  act  was  passed 
and  the  forms  of  the  reports  adopted.  We  have  no  poor-house  nor 
place  provided  for  keeping  the  county  poor,  and  are  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  hiring  board  for  them  at  a  stipulated  price  per  week. 
The  overseers  of  the  poor,  with  one  exception,  annually  contract 
with  individuals,  who  support  all  the  poor  of  the  town  for  a  sum 
agreed  upon,  and  the  overseers  subsequently  do  little  than  examine 
a  pauper  and  send  him  to  the  contractor,  who  then  provides  for 
him  at  his  own  expense,  and  is  under  no  obligation  to  render  any 
account  of  the  pauper's  age,  birth;  description  or  condition;  and 
hence  the  supervisor  of  the  town  is  never  furnished  with  the  ne- 
cessary materials  for  making  the  reports  required  by  law,  nor  ean 
there  ever  be  any  thing  like  order,  discipline,  economy  or  improve- 
ments in  the  interesting  subject  of  pauperism,  until  a  better  and 
more  uniform  system  of  providing  for  the  wants,  correcting  the  vi- 
cious habits,  and  improving  the  degraded  morals  of  this  truly  Un- 
fortunate class  of  beings,  snail  be  devised  by  the  Legislature  and 
coerced  or  otherwise  brought  into  general  use. 

SARATOGA. 

The  superintendents  remark  that  the  within  statement  referai  ex- 
clusively to  the  support  of  the  paupers  in  the  poor-house,  and  in- 
cludes one  full  year,  from  the  12th  of  Nov.  1683,  to  the  11th  Nov. 
1884.  As  our  year  of  accounting  to  the  supervisors  expires  at 
their  meeting  on  the  second  Monday  in  November  of  each  year,  it 
would  cause  us  immense  labor  to  ascertain  the  precise  expense  up  to 
the  first  of  December.  As  respects  the  expenses  for  temporary  re- 
lief in  the  several  towns  and  compensation  to  overseers  of  poor  and 
justices,  we  never  have  been  able  to  obtain  the  necessary  returns 
in  time  to  state  the  precise  amount,  but  from  the  accounts  already 
audited,  the  whole  will  not  vary  materially  from  91,000.  Of  the 
whole  number  of  persons  who  have  received  temporary  relief  we 
are  not  able  to  state  with  certainty.  In  making  the  within  esti- 
mate of  expenses  of  supporting  the  paupers  in  the  poor-house,  the 
interest  on  the  whole  estimated  value  of  the  establishment  is  in- 
cluded, at  seven  per  cent. 

SENECA. 
Of  the  iiftaen  deaths  at  the  poor-house,  eight  were  by  cholera. 
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STEUBEN. 

The  board  of  supervisors  of  this  county  resolved  at  their  annu- 
al  session  last  year  to  abolish  the  distinction  between  town  and 
county  poor,  and  directed  the  superintendent  to  purchase  a  farm 
and  build  a  poor-house,  &c.  for  the  poor.  This  has  been  done,  and 
the  house  is  now  ready,  and  a  keeper  has  been  appointed,  and  the 
poor  are  being  brought  in.  In  the  last  year  they  have  been  farm- 
edout  on  contract  or  otherwise,  about  the  county;  now  they  have 
a  good  home. 

WASHINGTON. 

A  few  years  since  and  the  expense  of  supporting  that  class  of 
our  poor  relieved  out  of  the  poor-house  on  the  order  of  justices  was 
comparatively  trifling,  and  constituted  but  a  small  part  of  our  poor 
tax.  In  1833,  ii  had  amounted  to  near  f2,000,  and  for  the  cur- 
rent year  it  exceeds  t3,000.  For  this  we  are  unable  to  account 
on  the  score  of  increase,  either  in  the  number  of  our  paupers  or 
the  violence  of  disease.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  number  of  fo- 
reigners coming  into  the  State  by  the  way  of  Lake  Champlain  is 
greater  the  present  than  the  past  year,  but  this  by  no  means  cor- 
responds with  the  enormous  amount  paid  by  us  for  their  support. 
In  common  with  our  board  of  supervisors,  we  entertain  on  this 
subject  much  anxiety,  and  have  given  to  it  a  careful  and  attentive 
consideration,  and  in  view  of  the  whole  subject  we  do  not  hesitate 
to  express  our  strong  conviction  that  an  alteration  of  the  poor  laws 
as  respects  this  county  will  alone  afford  effectual  relief.  All 
charges  for  the  support  of  poor  are  known  to  be  a  tax  on  the  coun- 
ty, but  almost  all  these  charges  are  made  under  the  direction  of 
overseers — men  who  entertain  no  feeling  of  accountability  to  the 
county,  in  whose  service  they  are  wholly  engaged^  but  only  to  the 
town  which  elects  them;  and  our  experience  shows  that  the  duties 
of  a  public  trust  are  alwavs  most  faithfully  performed  when  the 
agent's  accountability  to  tfie  principal  is  most  immediate.  In  or- 
der to  effect  this,  a  change  ot  one  feature  of  the  law  would  seem 
necessary.  Require  each  town  to  defray  the  expense  of  pauper- 
ism occurring  in  it  until  the  pauper  shall  be  in  the  act  of  being  re- 
moved to  the  poor-house;  let  the  expense  of  removal  and  all  the 
expense  of  support  at  the  poor-house  continue  to  be  a  county 
charge;  let  the  charges  made  in  the  town  be  presented  to  the  town 
auditors  and  be  a  tax  on  the  town,  and  the  fidelity  of  the  disbursing 
officer,  the  overseer  of  poor,  is  effectually  secured. 

In  most  of  our  towns,  not  particularly  exposed  to  pauperism,  the 
tax  would  not  be  in  any  way  oppressive,  and  in  the  course  of  a  se- 
ries of  years,  not  materially  unequal.  lu  some  of  our  frontier  towns 
peculiarly  exposed  to  the  influx  of  foreigners  and  other  causes  of 
pauperism,  the  proposed  alteration  might  operate  oppressively. 
To  obviate  ^is,  give  to  the  board  of  supervisors  the  power  of  re- 
imbursing the  expense  of  any  such  town,  either  in  whole  or  in  part, 
as  the  necessity  of  the  case  and  their  sense  of  justice  may  require. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  186. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  31 »  1835« 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Of  the  Tmrtees  of  the  Seamen's  Bank  for  Savings,  in 

the  citj  of  New- York, 

J^lew-Tarkj  23d  Jannanfj  1835. 
SIR— 

In  ooDfoniiity  with  the  law  incorporating  the  Seamen's 
Bank  for  Savings^  I  herewith  encloae  to  yon,  for  the  information^ 
of  the  Legialatore,  the  annual  report  of  the  same. 

I  sun,  very  troly  and  respectfully  yours, 

BENJ.  STRONG,  iVet't 
To  Ike  himorahh  the  Skeaker 

of  the  Jf Memftfyv 


F  (Asssm.  Na  186.]  1  "9 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No^  187^ 


IN  ASSEMBLY. 


FetnrHAiy  9^  I8S8. 


Of  James  Nekon,  an  Inspector  of  Lumber  for  tiie  cir . 

ty  and  county  erf  New. YcMrk, 

Tm  HoNoaABi«B  CwoLuam  JSmMrwMMY^ 

Speaker  af  the  Jhtembfy, 

SIR—  ' 

Ib  ponuanoe  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  thh  State,  I 
hare  the  honor  of  herewith  transmitting  to  yon,  for  the  use  of  the 
Legislature,  a  report,  shewing  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  lum* 
ber  inspected  by  me  as  one  of  the  inspectors  of  lumber  in  And  for 
the  city  and  county  of  New- York,  for  the  year  immediately  pre* 
ceding  the  1st  day  of  January,  inst,  together  with  the  amount  <^ 
the  fees  and  emoluments  deriv^  from  my  said  office  of  inspector 
of  lumber. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obH  servant, 

JAMES  M.  NELSON. 

Schedule  of  the  quantity,  quality  and  value  of  lumber  inspected 
by  James  M.  Nelson,  in  and  for  the  city  and  county  of  New- York, 
from  the  1st  day  of  January  to  the  31st  day  of  December,  in  the 
jemt  I8M9  inclusive,  together  with  his  fees  for  inspecting  the  same. 

rwt.  PtoM.  Total  Tain*. 

1,611, 229  pine  plank  and  boards, «20  982,234'  45 

755,375  pine  house  timber  and  scantling^     14  10,575  25 

Carried  forward.    • 
[ft  seem   No.  187.]  l 


'  [Ambhblt 

Amount  brought  forwttrcL  • 

486,264  spruce  timber  and  scantling, . .  $1%  per  M.   5,335  16 

126,745  hemlock  timber, ....^  lo  1,267  4S 

153,269  plane  maple  joist,  &c 15  2'2M  0& 

65,248  curled  and  specked  maple,. •»•  60  3,914  gg 

676,426  f  white  wood  boards, le  lo]822  81 

122,342  white  wood  chair  plank, 40  4^B9B  68 

135,342  i  inch  bass  wood  boards, g  1  gig  ©7 

103,210  oA  plank  and  boards,. ig  i[g57  7g 

150,322  ash     **                 «         Ig  2,705  70 

38,536  cedar  boards, 20  770  72 

74,647  cherry  boards  and  plank, 25  l  866  17t 

35,265  black  walnut, ,,,  go.  i]o57  05 

2,675  cubic  feet  locust  timber, 75  cts.  250  78 

4,486,805  980,070  971 

^•M, ,.  #1,942.50 


No,  188. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

January  31,  1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  Robert  Usher,  an  Inspector  of  Beef  and  Pork  in 
the  city  of  New- York. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OP  THE  STATE  OP  NEW- 
YORK. 

R«tnni  of  provisioDB  inspected  by  Robert  Viher,  «a  inspector  of 
beef  tnd  pork  in  the  city  of  New-York,  from  December  Sltt, 
ISn,  lo  81st  December,  18S4. 

8!M  bblhineH  beef, worth  $0 

941  bbli.  prime  beef, 6 

47  bbls.  not  branded  beef. t 

B&7  bbli.  mest.pork, IS 

474  bbls.  prime  pork 9 

S5  bblt.  not  bramled, T 

i.coe  ' 


The  wiioie  amounting  to  •25,946.00. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.   ]89« 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

Febniai^r  1 1,  183fil< 


■■BBBBliHBHBBi 


REPORt 

Of  the  committee  on  the  incorporation  and  alteration  of 
tke  charters  of  banking  and  insurance  ciHupanies,  in 
rektiim  Ui  the  8itf«ty  Fimd  banlES; 

lb.  Wltfunioift,  frota  die  cMMittM  M  tte  ioMrp^riiiwi  w4 
tltentMi  of  thd  ehtrteihi  Otf  batfeitig  tad  iniurMto  eottijMiiiief,  to 
whick  were  severally  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Assembly  of 
the  19th  of  January,  instructing  the  said  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  requiring  afl  banks  in  this  State  subject  to  the 
Safety  Fund  law;  to  keep  their  bills  at  par  in  the  city  of  New- 
York;  and  also  the  resolution  of  the  Assembly  of  the  10th  of  Ja- 
aoaiy,  directing  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
fnrAiimg  by  tow  for  tha  ooUee<io#  of  hifh^ay  tiiigtf  frqM  baalifag 


R£POUTSl!>: 

Tk^t  the  committee  have  giv6n  to  the  subjects  of  inquiry  em- 
braced in  the  several  resolutions  referred  to  them,  the  examinittioa 
which  eeemed  to  be  required* 

Am  to  the  first  qaestioo,  the  expediency  of  requiring  all  banko  in 
ihto  State  sobject  to  the  Safety  Fund  kw,  to  keep  their  bills  at  par 
in  the  dty  of  New-York,  it  is  to  be  considered  if  the  depreciation 
or  Ae  pi^r  «f  ooturtiy  bttks  theto,  fi^  HA  iii|)Ot>tMt  Matter/  i^e* 
ciii  be  MmMdied)  Md  fte^  bMt  aftodsf^^ilMiiig  |^  (Mt^C 


[ftiim  No.  189.] 


z. 


9  [^AmSKUiT 


Hie  billi  of  country  banks  are  io  the  present  coarse  of 
to  a  considerable  extent,  indirectly  redeemed  in  the  city  of  New* 
York.  These  banks  now  keep  such  portions  of  their  fonds  as  they 
find  necessary,  or  are  able  to  keep  there;  upon  which  they  draw 
for  any  balances  that  are  found  against  thent,  when  their  own  pa- 
per i»  returned  to  them.  Such  drafts  are  deen\ed  better  than  the 
payment  of  specie  wonht  be  at  their  counters,  for  the  expense  of 
transportation  is  saved. 

The  fair  average  dnooant  upf  h  coantry  paper  hi  New-York^ 
does  not  much  exceed  one*-half  of  one  per  cent*  The  depreciation 
of  country  paper  there  during  the  unnatural  state  of  things  which  * 
prevailed  la^t  winter  and  spring,  (when  the  credit  of  our  State  in* 
stitutions  was  assailed  with  a  violence  which  it  is  hoped  may  not 
again  occur,  and  for  objects  which  probably  will  not  again  produce 
9uch  an  influence,)  should  not  be  taken  into  our  estimate  in  consi- 
dering this  matter. 

It  would  doubtless  be  a  most  desirable  object  that  the  notes  of 
all  our  Safety  Fund  banks  should  circulate  without  any  discount 
as  extensively  aa  possible;  and  their  being  at  par  in  New-  York, 
would  establish  their  value  in  most  of  the  adjoining  States^ 

With  the  extended  circulation  of  our  paper  without  discount,  our 
system  would  be  so  far  improved;  a  wider  and  more  enlarged  con- 
fidence would  be  reposed  in  our  bank  notes,  in  proportion  to  the 
distance  from  the  place  of  issue,  at  which  they  should  sustain  their 
par  value. 

But  while  the  committee  fully  appreciate  the  importance  of  the 
object  to  be  attained,  they  question  the  propriety  of  passing  any 
law  upon  the  subject.  Legislative  restrictions  ought  generally  not 
to  be  imposed  where  the  matter  sought  to  be  reached  can  other- 
wise be  fairly  attained;  especially,  if  the  restriction  is  to  operate 
unequally  upon  difierent  interests  engaged  in  the  same  business,  or 
nf  the  tendency  of  the  measure  is  to  throw  one  portion  of  the  com- 
munity into  the  power  of  another. 

How  far  any  legislation  upon  this  subject  would  come  within 
ibiB  rule,  is  to  be  considered. 

It  is  difficult  to  ba  perceived,  why  this  whole  matter  is  net  ooai.^ 
plftely  within  the  Qootr<d  of  the  city  banks.  If  by  t^eir  receiv-^ 
ing  country  notes  at  par,  and  their  o&ring  (air  terms  to  the  oouu-^ 
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fry  banks  for  reMiTing  and  keeping  their  depoiitet,  it  riioold  re* 
salt  io  a  dired  redemption  of  country  paper  ia  Ne^p^-YoHt,  the 
yrhole  matter  would  be  disposed  of. 

It  may  be  a  question  between  the  banks  in  the  citjr  and  those  ia 
the  country  in  the  first  instance,  upon  whom  the  expense  of  ihe 
exchange  shall  be  throwik 

The  banlu  ia  the  city,  having  the  power  to  regulate  the  ex- 
change  with  the  country,  and  that  upon  principles  that  may  be 
equitable  to  both,  and  at  the  same  time  just  to  the  public,  the  oom- 
mittee  entertain  the  opinion  that  the  risk  and  expense  of  the  trans- 
missicm  of  funds  necessary  for  the  redemption  of  their  f^per  in 
New-York,  should  not  by  legal  provision,  be  cast  upon  the  coun- 
try banks. 

As  a  mere  abstract  question,  the  fact  that  the  paper  of  country 
banks,  by  the  course  of  trade,  is  carried  to  places  where,  from 
distance  or  other  causes  not  produced  by  their  acts,  it  is  depreci- 
ated proportioned  to  the  expense  of  its  return,  furnishes  by  no 
means  a  satisfactory  reason  why  they  should  be  compelled  to  pro- 
vide for  the  redemption  of  their  paper  at  such  places*  If  it  were 
competent  by  lajv  to  compel  the  banks  ia  New- York  to  receive  all 
Safety  Fund  notes  at  par,  this  would  produce  the  result  desired. 

While  it  is  conceded  that  this  cannot  be  done  for  the  reason  that 
they  are  not  compelled  to  take  any  thing  other  than  specie,  it  does 
not  follow  that  to  attain  the  purposes  sought,  a  burthensome  pro- 
vision equally  unequitable  should  be  cast  upon  all  institutions  out 
of  the  city. 

In  ICassachusetts,  the  bills  of  all  their  country  banks,  and  most 
of  those  in  New-Hampshire  and  Maine,  are  at  par  in  Boston,, 
where  they  are  received  by  the  banks,  and  are  redeemed  in  pur- 
suance of  arrangements  voluntarily  entered  into  between  the  in- 
stitutions of  the  country  and  those  of  the  city. 

The  measure  was  there  effected,  as  it  may  be  here,  by  the  city 
banks.  However  desirable  it  may  be  that  the  proposed  object 
shall  be  obtained,  the  committee  cannot  but  consider  ^t  there  is 
%  wide  difference  between  producing  that  result  by  a  law  compel- 
ling the  redemption  of  country  notes  in  New- York,  and  the  at- 
tainoieni  of  the  same  end,  by  arrangement  between  the  city  and 
ooQotry* 


li  tba  femmv  nmit  might  mmfiri  inch  a  dtfonioa  •!  ll»tr  ea^ 
jtol  m.  to  weidcoB  tk^ir  opes«|iMs  «t  hoiM,  md  ^oald  «b«r  give 
1o  the  cify  the  power  to  dictate  tfie  lermr  on  vMek  tlM  4epa«ile# 
of  the  eoantry  bank*  wonkk  be  takea^  and  wUck  tenaa  tkfey  weald 
be  comt>elied  to  labinit  to. 

Daring  the  past  season,  most  of  the  banks  apoa  the  tiwr  kayo- 
made  arrangeaients  for  pedeeming  their  notes  in  New- York,  and  if 
is  fair  to  presmne  that  the  nnmber  so  redeeming  wiH  be  gradaally 
extended,  and  thas  any  embarrassment  now  sustained,  wiA  be  re- 
lieved withoat  iaoposing  open  any  of  oar  institutioaa  sach  restrie-^ 
tions  aa  either  seriousfy  to  impair  their  basiness,  or  render  then» 
so  dependant  apon  the  eily  banks,  as  the  proposed  measure  would 
do.  The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion^  that  no^  legisiatioi^ 
upon  the  matter  proposed  in  the  resokiCioD  referred  to,  is  expedi-^ 
ent. 

As  to  the  resokitioar  of  the  tenth  ef  January,  referred  to  the 
committee,  directing  them  to  inquire  as  to  the  expediency  of  pro* 
Tiding  by  law  for  the  collection  of  highway  taxes  from  baakingr 
companies,  it  might  perhaps  be  (piestionable  how  far  such  an  inqui* 
ry  is  within  the  legitimate  duties  of  this  committee,  but  bein^i^  in- 
structed to  examine  into  the  matter,,  it  has  reoeked  their  atten- 
tion. 


The  statutory  requirements  from  iadiyidaals  for 'the  porpose  of 
improving  the  highway,  never  have  been  in  the  shape  of  taxes,  but 
are  corporal  servicesr  The  quantum  of  such  service  is  to  some 
extent  n^easured  or  regulated  by  the  taxable  property  of  the  per- 
son required  to  ktbori. 

The  only  departure  from  this  rule  or  mode  of  assessment  is  in 
the  case  of  non-resident  lands;  and  the  ri^ht  to  tal  them,  is  first 
limited  to  those  pieces  of  land  only,  which  are  bounded  upon-  any 
road,  or  through  which  any  road  in  the  town  shaK  run;  and  next, 
such  pieces  of  land  only  aie  to  be  taxed,  as  shall  be  enhanced  im  • 
yajue  bj(  the  labor  assessed  upon  th^  landr 

This  single'  exception  to  the  rule,  requiring  the  Tabor  m  perional 
services,  (except  the  individual  shall  choose  to  commute,)  upon  it» 
face,  shows  the  reason  of  its  adoption.  An  enhanced  value  to  th^ 
lands  of  non-resident  owners,  in  new  counties,  produced  by  labor 
upon  the  highways,  furnishes  a  satisfactory  reason  why  such  lands 
should  be  taxed. 


NalMi]  ^  * 

Thi  |iff«9M(»  M^  M«  vilk  wbiob  the  QominillM  vq  fiwmiiUy 
MHiwaJi  hw  boM  futquMiljr  tuggeited,  of  chusgiiig  the  wboto 
sjitam  «f  Ughvajr  hbor,  tad  of  c«rftoeiiag  mttaoil  llmeof,  a  UK 
upon  te  yaffMna  and  pfopeity  ia  Iha  whale  town* 

If  ^och  %  measure  yrere  adopted}  the  system  of  districting  the 
towns  would  probably  1^  found  iiseless,  and  a  new  mode  of  applying 
tile  money  to  all  the  roads  in  the  town  equally  and  justly  would  be 
required.  One  species  of  corporation  should,  in  justice,  as  well 
be  eflsy!?UMi  to  parform  highway  hibor^  or  pay  highwfty  taxes,  {m 
the  J  are  denominated,)  as  aaolher,  espeeiaHy  tboae  which  derive  ik 
direct  advantage  from  the  use  of  the  roads,  and  whose  business  and 
convenience  is  largely  enhanced  by  the  avenues  for  trade  which 
are  thereby  opened  to  them. 

All  oianufacturing  corporations,  are  particularly  within  such  a 
rule,  a  there  is  propriety  in  adopting  it. 

• 

Uotil  we  are  prepared  to  change  the  whole  system  and  prmciple 
of  highway  labor,  and  to  adopt  a  course  by  which  the  persons  and 
property  of  the  towns  are  to  be  taxed  in  money  direct,  for  the  pur* 
poie  of  improving  roads,  and  the  fund  thereby  raised,  appropriated 
gtMordlbf  to  the  roads  in  a  town,  we  do  not  deem  any  partial  change 
of  the  system  advisable ;  but  it  may  be  worthy  of  consideration 
whether  the  stock  held  by  the  resident  inhabitants  of  any  district, 
dioald  not  be  taken  into  the  estimate  in  fixing  their  highway  labor. 
Though  inclined  to  this  opinion,  it  seems  not  with^  the  terms  of 
the  inquiry  directed  by  the  resolution. 

It  has  not  seemed  to  be  the  policy  of  the  laws,  to  compel  high* 

way  labor  from  oS  property.     The  debts  due  to  non«residents, 

thoQf^  taxable  for  all  ordinary  purposes,  are  not,  it  is  supposed, 

taxable  for  labor  on  the  highways.    Why  the  personal  property  of 

a  noo-resideot,  when  held  in  the  shape  of  stock,  should  be  com« 

peUed  io  labor  on  the  highways,  the  advantage  of  which,  to  the 

property,  may  be  so  remote  as  to  be  imjperceptible;  while  on  the 

other  band,  the  lien  of  another  non-resident,  on  real  estate  within 

a  road  district,  should  not  be  so  rated,  though  the  repair  of  such 

roads  naight  directly  enhance  the  value  of  the  encumbered  proper* 

ty,  and  thus  strengthen  the  lien,  cannot  be  perceived. 

Until  a  change  in  the  system  of  taxation  for  supporti||       lUiiray ^ 
fhall  be  adopted,  by  which  the  application  of  a  ftind  )0      .    toi^ 


/ 
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nef  for  tiiat  porpMe,  ihall  be  applied  to  the  fepain,  ftc  of  aH  the 
roads  in  a  whole  town  or  eounty,  and  not  oonfned  to  the  road  dis- 
trict, in  which  any  new  species  of  taxable  property  for  this  par* 
pose  shall  be  found  to  exist,  and  which  if  deriTing  any  benefit  from 
the  object  to  which  the  said  taxes  might  be  applied,  it  would  be  a 
general  one  from  all  those  in  a  town  or  county,  and  not  from  those 
in  its  particular  district,  the  committee  would  not  recommend  the 
measure  contemplated  in  the  resolution. 

In  the  citif  s  and  large  Tillages  which  are  incorporated,  this  can 
be  regulated'  by  the  corporate  goTermeBts. 

« 

The  committee,  not  prepared  to  recommend  any  legislation  upoii 
the  specific  matters  referred  to  them  in  the  respectire  resolutions. 
ask  to  be  discharged  from  their  further  consideration. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted* 


STATE  OP  NEW-YORK. 


No.  190. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  16,  1835, 


REPORTS 

Of  the  majoritj  and  minority  of  the  select  conunltte^ 
on  sereral  petitiims  relative  to  the  repeal  of  the  law 
restraining  Botanic  Fk>actice, 

Jfr.  J.  Haskell,  from  the  mioority  -of  4he  telect  committee  (o 
wiiom  was  referred  the  petition  of  about  80,000  inhabitants  of  this 
State,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  laws  which  proscribe  botanic 
practtoe,  beg  leave  4o  present  the  following 

REPORT^  * 

The  number  of  the  petitioners,  and  the  nature  of  the  sobject  re^ 
fcrred  to  yoar  committee,  combine  to  give  it  an  importance  which 
entitles  ihe  former  to  greait  respect,  and  the  latter  to  the  deliberate 
consideration  of  your  committee;  and  under  these  impressions 
tbey  have  endeavored  to  discharge  the  duty  imposed  upen  them* 
No  foci  is  presented  in  the  petitions,  sustained  by  s€Uisfattory 
froof^  excepting  the  single  fact,  that  *'  a  law  was  passed,  during 
the  last  tession  of  the  Legislature,  imposing  a  fine  of  925,  on 
any  botanic  practitioner  of  medicine,  if  he  receive  any  compensa* 
lion  for  services  rendered  in  the  capacity  of  a  physician.'^    Evi» 
dcDoe  of  this  fact  is  to  be  found  in  ghapter  G6  of  the  Session  Laws 
m  1834,  and  the  petitioners  speak  of  that  law  in  the  language  of 
complaint;  alleging  that  *^  one  of  the  dearest  privileges  of  commu* 
aity  is  sacrificed,  viz.  a  free  and  unmolested  choice  of  their  physi- 
cian:^ that  *Mhcy  believe  said  law  is  a  direct  infringement  of 
their  ooDstitutiooal  privileges,'^  &c. :  and  they  close  with  d  respect* 
fal  prayer  to  the  Legislature,  *'  that  alt  law  proscribiog  botanic 
[Aaaeau  No.  190.]  i  * 
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phvflfcrans  from  a  jast  fee  and  reward  for  services  rendered  majr 

be  repealed^  and  that  they  be  permitted  to  collect  tlieir  dnes,  in> 

the  same  msMincr  as  other  free  citizensrf'  and  in-  another  form  of 

words,  **  that  the  bw  which*  was  passed  April  7th,   1830,  and 

which  anocnded  the  past  winter,  may  be  rcinstalcd  to  ki  primitive 

jpurity,  a»  when  first  enacted.'^ 

• 

There  is  another  fact  alleged,  however,  which  the  petitioners 

only  **  beg  hmve  to  represeni^^  but  it  is  supported  by  no  additional 
evidence  whatever..  They  represent  that,  during  the  last  session 
ef  the  Legislatdre,  ^  tiie  medical  society-  of  this  State,  through 
their  infiuenee^  gavsbd  a  law  to  be  enactcdy  which  prohibits  the 
botanic  practitioner  from  receiving  compensation  for  servicer 
'rendered,  under  penaky  of  985,  for  each  offence.'^  Although 
ydur  committee  have  been  referred,  by  some  of  the  persoDs  c00«* 
cerned  in  the  success  of  this  application,  to  the  petitions  presented 
to  this  House  in  the  year  1884^  for  prot^^  that  among  1,439  peti- 
tioners for  the  passage  of  the  law  now  sought  to  be  repealed,  38$ 
bf  them  were  Doctors^  your  committee  do  not  sec  in  that  fact,  ad- 
ibitting  its  truths  sufficient  evidence  to  Justify  the  broad  assertion^ 
that  **  the  medical  society  of  the  State,  through  their  iff/luenM 
CAUSED  the  law  to  be  enacted.^  And  although  for  this  reason,, 
yonr  committee  have  pronounced  the  allegation  to  be  ^  supported 
by  no  additional  evidence  whatever,^"  and,  for  the  same  reason,, 
would  have  been  justified  in  giving  it  no  place  in  this  report,  yci 
there  is  a  reflection  in  the  language  that  gives  it  consequence,  per^ 
milting,  if  not  calKng  for,  some  freedom  of  animadversion*  The 
allegation  bears  on  its  face  an  inference  of  too  grave  an  import  to 
be  presented  to  this  House  od  slight  grounda,  and  be  allowed  here 
to  pass  off  in  silence. 

This  Chamber,  dedicated  to  honorable  and  imbiassed  delibera- 
tion, is  represented  as  having  been  the  arena  for  an  extrinsic  injlu^ 
ence,  incompatible  with  the  purity  of  legislation*  Your  committee 
deem  it  due  to  the  place  we  occupy,  and  no  less  to  the  integrity  of 
the  last  Legislature,  to  pronounce  an  unqualified  disapproval  of  ^ri 
imputation  so  unjust.  But  in  these  remarks  upon  the  termSj  in 
which  the  exceptionable  portion  of  the  petition  is  couched,  your 
committee  would  exempt  from  their  bearing,  a  vast  majority  of  the 
petitioners,  and  impute  to  them,  no  impropriety  of  intention.  It  is 
to  a  different  class  of  the  persons  interested,  perhaps /eti?  in  num- 
ber, they  are  intended  to  apply,-^and  to  have  them  understand. 


that  imputations  impugning  the  motives  of  the  Legislature,  fait  as 
^ell  as  present  J  should  be  withheld  irom  this  place,  or  foQowed  up 
^ith  evidence  to  support  them. 

In  the  allegation  just  laow  coosidered-^in  ^the  geReral  tenor  of 
the  petitions— and  indeed,   in  all  the  past  history  of  the  ^^tanie 
practitioner  and  licensed  physician,  as  contained  4n  pcrtitions  and 
remonstrances,  the  parties  are  found  arrayed  in  belligerent  attt^ 
tude,  and  nuich  pomp  of  military  phrase  has  been  heard  in  aUusioa 
4o  them.     But  a  due  regard  to  the  appropriate  duties  assigned  to 
your  committee,  excuses  them  from  taking  any  pail  in  the  fight. 
To  them,  bdong  the  exemptions  and  privileges  of  non-combatants. 
It  is  not  for  them  to  decide  between  'the  virtues  of  -steam,  and  the 
^^jicacy  of  the  lancet.     They  have  no  business  in  the  mineral  nor 
•in  the  vegetable  kingdom.     Rush  and  Thompson  are  both  alike  to 
he  excluded  from  tb^r  deliberations*    Your  committee  cannot  par- 
ticipate in  this  war  of  words,  carried  on  as  it  is,  with  the  missiles 
•of  opprobrium,  and  bandying  from  host  to  host  the  reproachful  epi- 
thets  of  qtuick  and  emjpirick^  on  the  ono  side,  and  repelled  with 
4>tker  hard  names,  as  tyrant  and  aristocrat^  on  the  other.     The  in*' 
dex  of  duty  no  where  points  your  committee  to  a  sotutioo  of  the 
<iuesti0ns,  whether  tyranny  and  aristocracy  pertain  aUme  to  the 
aprig  of  the  lancet,  or  occaswnally  mzy  Xkcfk  be  found  in  the  prowler 
after  roots  and  herbs — whether  the  dispenser  oT  nostrums  and  spe- 
cifics exclusively  deserves  the  cognoroea  of  empirick-^nor  whether 
the  doctor  of  physic  may  not  sometimes  divide  with  him  the  honors 
of  the'  quack.    Nor  does  it  pertain  to  your  committee  to  decide 
upon  the  comparative  ^ect  produced  by  the  fire  of  a  battery, 
i)c]ching  forth  the  bitterness  of  Ihe  Bolus;   or  that  catised  by  tho 
humbler  works,  whi<^  discharge  only  the  seemingly  rimpk  sourn^s 
of  Number  Six.     Your  committee,  therefore,  proceed  to  the  dis- 
diarge  of  their  pnsper  duties,  leaving  the  laurels  to  be  won  injhfs 
field  at  honor,  to  adorn  other  brews,  and  the  glory  to  be  reported 
in  another  builetin. 

In  making  their  first  direct  approaches  to  the  work  before  them, 
your  committee  comprise  the  matter  of  the  petitions  in  two  propo» 
aitions:  the  2titM  complained  of,  and  the  relief  c&imciL 

The  ex^isting  laws  on  the  subject  under  consideration,  are  tp  be 
found  in  the  Revised  Statutes,  part  I'st,  chap.  15,  title  7,  section 
tStj  page  455,  of  the  first  volume ;    Revised  ^tati^l^S,  Yol.^  3,  jk 
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104^  of  the  Appendix,  ftod  Session  Laws  of  1884,  page  72.  It  is^ 
alleged  by  the  agents  of  the  petitioners,  that  the  law,  even  as  iff 
niood  previous  to  the  last  session,  was  susceptible  of  a  construction 
to  uncertain,  that  the  judgments  pronounced  under  it  by  different 
justices  of  the  peace,  were  opposite  and  conflicting,  $ome  allowing 
yecoveries  in  favor  of  the  botanic  doctor,  and  others  denying  them^ 
But  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee^  and  they  find  it  to  bo  the 
admitted  opinion  of  some  in  the  legal  profession,  that  tlie  legisla^ 
ttve  intendment  and  the  fair  construction  of  the  law,  as  it  them 
stood,  are  fav*orable  to  such  recoveries*  But  since  the  act  of  1834, 
the  botanic  practitioner  may  indeed  practise  and  administer^  but  he 
is  interdicted  all  compensation  for  bi»  services. 

Your  committee,  being  bound  by  the  rule  of  the  house  which 
governs  their  proceedings,  cannot  but  declare  their  opinion,  that  a 
law  producing  these  results  is  an  anomaly  in  fegislation.  If  it  lay 
within  the  range  of  legitimate  investigation,  for  your  committee 
to  explore  the  history  of  the  legislation  on  this  subject,  the  remon* 
stranccs  and  reports  on  your  files  and  docDments,.^atni<  botanic 
practice,  would  be  found  full  of  arguments  to  prove  that  it  exposed 
the  patient  to.  the  hazard,  and  frequently  to  the  toss  of  life  and 
limb;  consequences  dreadful  and  deleterious — rasting  as  life  and 
incurable  as  death. 

If,  then,  a  due  regard  to  the  pubfic  health  be  the  justifying  in*' 
ducement  to  legislative  interposition  on  this  subject,  why  not  ap^ 
proach  the  evil  with  a  direct  and  positive  prohibition  ?  and  enact  a 
penalty  as  large^  as  sure  and  as  enduring  as  the  mischief  t  Why 
give  your  legislation  on  this  vexed  and  exciting  qpestion,  so  much 
likeness  to  that  rigid  and  merciless  poKcy  of  war,  which  enroura'> 
ges  and  approves  the  treason,  while  it  despises  and  degrades  the 
traitor  T  Why  permit  the  botanic  doctor  to  accomplish  mischief 
to  the  full  extent  ol  his  ability,  and  punish  him  only  with  the  mere 
denial  of  compensation  \  Why  legislate  a  state  of  things  which 
allow  him  to  inflict  hopeless  wretchedness  upon  his  patient^  and 
then  escape  with  the  simple  loss  of  his  services  T 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  provisions  of  the  law 
should  be  palpable  and  undisguised,  and  the  penalty^  clear  and  dis^ 
iinct  Where  crime  does  not  existy  there  needs  no  law;  but  where 
it  does  exist,  and  is  d^nable^  your  laws  in  the  case  should  be  di- 
rect  and  unequivocaL 
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Your  committee  are  aware  of  the  answers  to  these  questionSi 
and  of  a  disposition  to  justify,  with  the  same  answers,  a  continue 
ance  of  the  laws  now  sought  to  be  repealed.  It  is  affirmed,  that 
the  present  legal  inability  to  collect  pay  for  botanic  services, 
is  a  sufficient  safeguard  to  the  community,  against  the  evils  and 
dangers  to  be  apprehended  from  the  root  doctor,  because  ho  will 
cease  to  practise  when  his  pay  is  withheld. 

All  the  experience  and  information  of  your  committee  on  this 
subject,  are  adverse  to  this  proposition.  Botanic  physicians  are 
men  of  like  passions  with  other  men.  Like  the  resi  oi  the  spe- 
cies,  they  are  humane,  benevolent,  sympathetic  and  strong  in  their 
attachments  to  their  friends.  And  these  passions  and  predilections 
are  not  incompatible  with  even  all  the  ignorance  imputed  to  them. 
And  men  are  to  be  found  in  their  ranks,  who,  for  purity  of  mo- 
rals, strength  of  intellect^  clearness  of  judgment  and  perseverance 
of  investigation,  have  raised  themselves  to  at  least  a  medium  level 
with  the  mass  of  their  fellow  citizens;  and  many  of  them  have  a 
competency  of  learning,  and  a  considerable  knowledge  of  the  hu« 
man  system,  and  of  the  medicinal  qualities  of  the  vegetable  king- 
dom. 

In  their  surrounding  vicinities,  these  men  have  acquired  a  repo* 
tation  for  doing  good^  in  their  vf^j.  They  have  inspired  the  peo- 
ple with  an  abiding  confidence  in  their  skill  and  usefulness.  But 
whether  this  confidence  reposes  on  the  ground  of  merits  your  com- 
mittee do  not  stop  to  inquire.  It  is  sufficient  for  the  argument, 
that  such  is  the  fact^  or  at  hast  that  such  is  believed  to  be  the  fact 
And  this  confidence  reposed  in  them  by  a  respectable  portion  of 
the  people,  entiles  them  to  compete  with  legalized  physicians  for 
a  proportionate  share  in  the  benefits  of  a  doggrel  truism  down 
east — ^  where  men  believe  in  doctors,  doctors  citre." 

Of  the  truth  of  these  conclusions,  your  committee  have  before 
them  nearly  30,000  witnesses;  and  they  believe,  that  this  House 
need  not  be  told  by  them^  that  botanic  skill,  resting  on  a  confidence 
like  Mis,  whether  ii>e//-placcd  or  mts-placed,  would  not  be  permit- 
ted, in  times  of  common  pestilence,  to  remain  dormant,  nor  «n- 
called  for,  where  single  families  or  individuals  were  sick  and  suf- 
fering for  its  aid.  The  House  need  not  be  informed  by  its  com- 
mittee, that  the  calls  of  confidence  and  the  sufferings  of  friends, 
would  arouse  the  sympathies  of  the  botanic  doctor,  and  bring  his 
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effoi ts  into  action,  to  ii|^enera/ or  circumscribed  extent,  as  the  exi- 
gencies of  individuals  or  the  country  should  require.  The  people 
would  take  no  demaly  and  the  doctor  would  gite  no  refusal^  when 
an  inmate  of  a  family  was  struggling  with  disease  or  parleying 
with  death;  though  pains  and  penalties  and  prisons  should  stare 
them  both  in  the  face,  on  every  page  of  the  statute  book.  It  is 
known  to  your  committee,  thai  these  things  have  transpired  not 
unfrequently,  even  since  the  enactment  of  the  law  of  thirty-four. 
And  but  recently,  before  he  left  the  place  of  his  residence,  one  of 
your  committee  witnessed  the  denunciation  of  that  law,  by  citif 
sens  of  substantial  respectability,  as  infringing  their  right  to  choose 
their  own  physician,  and  followed  by  a  threatened  defiance  jof  its 
provisions,  should  necessity  require  the  employment  of  a  botanic 
physician. 

From  these  views  of  the  subject,  your  committee  are  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  the  law  should  be  so  modified  as  to  secure  commu- 
nity against  the  evils  to  be  apprehended  from  all  botanic  practice, 
or  else  allow  the  fair  practitioner  to  recover  pay  for  his  services 
and  medicines.  There. is  such  apparent  incongruity  on  the  face  of 
the  existing  laws  on  this  subject,  that  your  committee  cannot  but 
view  the  reserved  right  of  the  botanic  doctor  to  practise,  but  with-' 
i>ut  pay,  in  the  light  of  an  apology  for  doubtful  legislation;  or  at 
•an  excuse  for  that  species  of  lawgiving,  which  resembles  the  ma- 
gic performance  of  holding  the  shadow  in  a  stationary  position, 
after  its  witching  dexterity  has  abstracted  the  substance. 

But  there  is  another  ground  on. which  the  petitioners  insist  for 
the  repeal  of  the  obnoxioiis.laws,  unconditionally  and  without  aU 
ternative. 

This  brings  your  committee  to  the  consideration  of  the  second 
branch  of  the  subject — *^the  relief  claimed.^*  This  claim  is  based 
upon  the  broad  ground  of  equal  rights,  in  the  enjoyment  of  'Mifb, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,"  as  secured  to  the  petition- 
ers in  the  Constitution  of  this  Slate  and  the  United  States.  Con- 
scious of  its  inability  to  enlighten  the  House  on  the  momentous 
questions  of  constitutional  law,  your  committee  would  not  be  jus- 
tified in  consuming  its  time  and  drawing  upon  its  patience,  by  an 
unprofitable  attempt.  .  But  they  allow  themselves  to  say,  that  their 
closest  examinations  of  those  instruments,  have  not  furnished  ihem 
with  a  satisfactory  answer  to  this  claim  of  the  petitioners.  It  is 
truoj  that  statutory  provisions,  guarding  the  privileged  rights  of 
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the  doctor  acc&tdihg  ft>  law,  are  to  be  found  Mer  than  the  CvmH* 
tution;  but  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  they  are  among  the 
enactments  abrogated  by  its  adoption,  because  inconnsient  with 
the  spirit  of  its  proTisions  and  declarations. 

The  laws  regulating  the  practice  of  physic  are  of  remote  date^ 
and  they  seem  to  have  been  enacted  with  great  carefulness  in  pro- 
tecting the  legalized  doctor,  from  invasion  of  his  privileges  by  the 
onliccnsed  practitioner.    But  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constltu* 
tion,  there  has  been  ene^  if  not  mor^,  periods  when  tho  disfraa^ 
chisement  of  the  botanic  physician  was  suspended^  and  he  stood 
iorth,  like  his  fellow  citieens,  a  free  man.    In  other  word%  his 
knowledge  and  skill  in  the  republic  of  roots  and  herbs,  were  put 
in  requisition  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow  citizens  in  distress;  and 
they  both  stood  together  under  the  ^gts  of  the  law,  equally  pro- 
tected in  his  rights,  impleading  each  other  in  the  contest  of  litiga- 
tion, ^br  and  against  a  recovery  for  his  services,  '^according  to  the 
Tery  right  of  the  casc.^'    But  so  far  as  the  history  of  that  period 
has  come  down  to  your  committee,  they  are  not  informed  of  any 
consequences,  resulting  from  the  practice  of  the  botanic  doctor, 
to  joatify  a  forfeiture,  by  kgisiaiive  enactment^  of  the  immunities 
enjoyed  in  common  with  his  fellow  citizens.     It  is  enacted  in  a 
code  of  laws,  coming  from  a  source  whose  wisdom  excludes  all 
oeeasion  for  repeal  or  atnendmenty  that  •'  the  laborer  is  worthy  of 
his  hire,"   and  the  spirit  of  this  enactment  is  infused  into  your 
Constitution  with  so  much  of  its  native  sacrcdness  as  should  stay 
every  attempt  of  human  legislation,  to  reduce  it  to  the  standard 
of  a  dead  lettet . 

Standing  upon  their  rights,  reserved  to  them  in  the  Constitution, 
and  secured  by  laws,  both  human  and  divine,  as  they  afimiy  about 
SO,OM  of  their  fellow  citizens  have  arrayed  themselves  before  your 
committee,  demanding  an  answer  to  the  simple  question,  "  Why 
they  are  not  permitted  to  enjoy  ihe  common  rights  of  their  fell : w 
citizens,  in  choosing  their  own  phisician  t  Why  they  are  not  al- 
lowed to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  his  skiU^  in  which  tliey  repose  so 
much  confidence  I  and  the  satisfaction  of  paying  him  an  equiva- 
lent for  his  services,  without  resorting  to  the  secrecy  of  stealth  t 
Why  Af,  is  denied  the  use  of  his  knowledge  and  inventions  for 
their  good,  or  has  it  only  granted  as  a  degrading  indulgence,  with 
the  invididious  condition  imposed  upon  him,  if  he  serve  in  his  na- 
tural arocation,  to  do  so  under  the  restrictions  of  an  uwnatural 
lawr 
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.  To  these  interrogatories  your  committee  are  of  opinion  there  is 
DO  answer  that  will  justify  themselves  to  this  host  of  petitioners^ 
or  satisfy  their  reasonable  and  constitutional  complaints.  In  their 
searches,  and  researches  into  the  statutes,  and  consfitutions,  (and 
admit  there  have  been  necessarily  but  partial  and  superficial,)  they 
find  no  answer  to  justify  a  continuance  of  the  laws,  '^  regulating 
the  practice  of  physic,"  as  they  now  exist. 

Your  committee  cannot  allow  themselves,  in  drawing  to  a  cIose» 
consistently  with  their  sense  of  duty,  to  pass  over  one  other  pro- 
minent feature  in  the  subject  of  reference;  and  that  b,  the  exci- 
ted  state  of  the  public  mind.  The  number  of  the  petitioners  has 
already  been  stated;  and  they  are  scattered  over  many  counties 
in  the  State,  and  the  elements  of  society  seem  to  be  moving  in 
commotion.  All  history  shows  that  when  the  people  are  stirred^ 
it  is  not  commonly  the  result  of  imaginary  causes.  Something  lafr* 
Miantially  wrong  has  usually  been  found  among  the  exciting  caa- 
ses,  when  they  manifest  a  general  restlessness  and  concern.  An 
instance  of  recent  date  in  Western  New- York  confirms  the  truth 
and  correctness  of  these  positions,  and  demonstrates  that  the  peo-> 
pie  in  their  strength,  are  not  to  be  disregarded  with  impunity. — 
And  if  in  the  present  instance,  they  fail  of  relief  Aere,  it  requires 
no  great  struggle  of  apprehension  to  see,  that  the  time  is  at  hand, 
when  they  will  appeal,  as  in  that  instance,  to  the  ballot  boxes. 
Already  have  some  of  your  committee,  witnessed  decided  indica- 
tions of  a  disposition,  to  direct  this  excitement  to  a  bearing  on  oar 
elections.  Experience  has  taught  your  committee,  that  couse* 
quenccs  so  hurtful,  as  arc  certain  to  follow  such  measures  of  re- 
dress, are  greatly  to  be  deprecated;  and  that  proper  steps  should 
not  be  omitted  to  prevent  their  recurrence. 

These  considerations,  your  committee  admits  have  had  their 
merited  influence  in  bringing  them  to  a  conclusion  favorable  to  the 
petitioners.  It  remains  therefore  for  your  committee  to  announce 
their  opinion,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  just  and  reason- 
able, and  ot^ht  to  be  granted.    * 

And  here  the  House  may  well  expect  the  labors  of  your  com- 
mittee should  terminate;  having,  though  imperfectly^  discharged 
the  specific  duty  assigned  them.  But,  by  permission  of  the 
House,  they  are  desirous  before  they  conclude,  to  give  a  pass* 
ing  consideration  .to  what  they  deem  an  important  connexion  of 
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the  subject,  though  not  directly  embraced  in  ihe  petftionay  and 
<onse^eiUfyj  not  included  in  t*be  appropriate  range  of  the  refe* 
tence. 

Your  committee  are  aware  that  the  numerous  and  prevalent  ob* 
jectiona  to  the  botanic  practice,  are  but  too  well  grounded;  that 
^the  evils  complained  of,  liave  increased  to  an  alarming  amount| 
cinder  the  system,  called  by  way  of  distinction,  **  Thomsonian.** 
And  this  startling  state  of  things^  has  resulted,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  more  from  the  facilities  given  to  ignorant  pre* 
tenders,  by  (he  indiscriminate  sale  of  the  Thomsonian  patent,  witb- 
OQt  proper  regard  to  the  qualifications  and  character  of  the  pur* 
chaser,  than  from  any  defect,  which  your  committee  are  compe* 
tent  to  aUege,  in  the  system  itselfl  An  apparent  merdenary  dis- 
position in  the  earliest  venders  of  the  patent,  or  a  desire  to  dis* 
geminate  a  sudden  and  extensive  use  of  the  invention,  appear  to 
hare  sought  gratification  in  hawking  about  these  facilities,  until  a 
moshroom  phalanx  consisting  of  the  old  and  the  young,  and  of  both 
sexes,  till  then  only  distinguished  by -their  ignorance  and  obscurity, 
started  into  notoriety^  claiming  to  be  the  guardians  and  safe  depo- 
sitories of  the  public  health.  And  a  credulity  existing  among  a 
portion  of  the  people,  corresponding  with  that  ignorance,  gav« 
ample  scope  to  their  marvellous  pretensions,  and  in  too  many  in* 
stances^  fatal  experiments. 

Among  the  deleterious  results  of  their  empyrical  exploits,  in* 
stances  of  misapplied  steam  or  other  prescriptions  have  come  to 
the  painful  knowledge  of  your  comrmittee,  where  loss  of  speech 
and  of  the  use  of  limbs  have  followed  among  the  disastrous  con- 
sequences. And  here  your  committee  deem  it  but  just  1o  remark, 
in  relation  to  the  discreet  and  experienced  botanic  practitioner, 
(hat,  in  their  opinion,  he  was  among  the  severest  sufferers  from 
these  destructive  operations.  For  it  brought  him  under  the  ban 
of  a  law,  which  was  especially  designed  to  arrest  their  career,  and 
which,  \mifor  them,  most  probably  would  not  have  been  enacted. 
Your  committee  would  also  exempt  him  from  the  severity  and  ap- 
plication of  the  remarks  they  have  found  it  their  duty  to  aim  at 
the  measures  herein  alluded  to,  so  justly  obnoxious  to  universal 
I  reprobation. 

i  Your  committee  owe  it  to  a  right  understanding  of  their  views,  to 

f        add,  that  the  point  and  severity  of  the  foregoing  remarks  are  not  in- 
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fen<fed  to  apply  twcXymazly  to  that  side  of  the  controversy  to 
which  they  have  now  more  particiilftrty  been  directed.  Qnaekery 
is  an  identiiff  in  all  its  forme  and  exhibitions,  and  it  ia  never  mere 
tidUnis  than  when  it  is  under  Ae  protection  of  law  and  the  saac^ 
tion  of  a  diploq^Tr  And  to  deny  its  occanemal  appearance  nnder 
these  advantages,  would  be  to  belie  both  experience  and  observa- 
IKML.  More  belongs  to  an  impartial  comparison  between  the  two  ' 
eonflieting  parties  of  the  healing  art,  than  simpfy  t»  ajfrm  its  harm- 
less exisieneey  without  looking  to  results  and  consequences,  Mme- 
iime»  produced  by  the  Ucensed  practitioner*  And,  thereforey  to 
guard  against  partial  conclusions  being  drawn  from  the  allusions 
your  committee  have  deemed  it  their  duty  to  make  to  quackery 
on  the  one  side,  they  feel  it  juat  to  declare,  from  knowledge  and 
experience,  that  calamity  and  mishap,  proportioned  to  the  number 
of  pretenders,  have  marked  the  footsteps  of  the  other. 

Your  committee  owe  it  to  themselves,  as  well  as^  to  the  two 
classes  of  their  fellow  citizens  whose  interests  may  be  affected  by* 
this  report,  to  add  further  in  this  place,  in  order  to  prevent  all  im- 
proper constructions  being  applied  to  it,  that  they  entertaro  the 
best  feelings  towards,  and  the  highest  confidence  la,  the  regular 
physicians  as  a  profession,  and  as  a  body  of  men,  who  are  largely 
contriboting  to  individual  happiness  and  national  character;  and 
whose  knowledge  and  skill  in  the  healing  art,  especially  in  diseases 
of  an  acute  description,  commands  their  first  patronage,  while 
they  award  doe  respect  to  the  skill,  understanding  and  qualifica- 
tions of  a  conaiderable  portion  of  the  botanic  practitioners  for  do- 
ing good  in  the  more  lingering  and  chronic  classes  of  complaints* 
And  such  are  entitled,  in  the  judgment  of  your  committee,  to  the 
testimony  of  their  personal  observation,  where  they  have  witness- 
ed the  patient  abandoned  by  the  former,  brought  up  from  the  side 
of  the  grave  and  restored  to  comfort  and  usefulness  by  the  perse- 
Tering  efforts  and  attention  of  the  latter. 

To  proceed,  your  committee  are  a&d  aware,  that  public  policy, 
and  a  suitable  regard  to  the  public  health,  not  only  justify,  but 
seem  also  to  require,  in  the  existing  state  of  society,  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  medicinal  remedies,  in  all  the  forms  of  both  mine- 
ral and  vegetable  preparations,  be  made  the  subject  of  legislative 
regulation.  This  policy  grows  out  of  the  same  associations  of  com* 
munity,  on  which  nations,  ancient  and  modern,  have  based  their 
legislation  in  regard  to  quarantine,  pauperism,  education,  &c.    An- 


No.  190.)  II 

cient  nations  have  claimed^  and  certainly^  a  nation  >0eith  institutions 
free  and  enlarged  as  ours,  with  ntore  propriety  have  a  right  to  olaim^ 
a  common  property  in  the  individuals  composing  it     And  in  pro^ 
portion  as  those  nations  have  advanced  from  a  state  of  barbarism^ 
liaTe  tkese  claims  derived  force  and  strength.    And  insomuch^  as 
the  freedom  of  our  institutions,,  and  the  continuance  of  our  iiber- 
tiety  depend  «poa  an  enlightened  and  cultivated  public  mind,  is  the 
commvnity  interested  in  providic^  the  oieans  for  public  improve^ 
ment     And  that  they  4$  ^  depend,  eiUirehf  and  absoiuteb/j  is  a 
proposition  universally  admitted  without  controversy^ .  Hence  the 
fitness  and  propriety  of  all  our  laws  for  the  establishment  of  coUe^ 
gtBy  academies  and  common  scbool&    And  hence  it  is  a  fall  an*- 
awer,  for  any  complaint  arising  from  unavoidable  inequalities  iji 
llmr  operation,  to  say,  ''  the  pnbHc  g9ed  requires  ti^    On  like  prin^ 
ciples,  the  public  have  an  interest,  though  o(  a  d^erent  charactei^ 
in  raising  np  hale  and  robust  soldiers  for  the  public  defence*     Re- 
garding the  personal  for  your  army,  your  marine  and  militiat 
the  public  have  a  deep  stake  in  these  important  arms  of  its 
strength*     And  so  far  as  the  public  right  is  concerned  in  the  heaiik 
^  the  ciltzen,  the  legislative  department  of  any  government,  ap* 
pears  to  your  committee,  should  have  the  right  to  interpoee  for 
its  guardianship  and  protection.     Hence  also  arises  the  right  on 
which  are  founded  all  laws  regulating  quarantine;  and  the  exercise 
of  that  right  would  seem  to  become  a  dtt/y,  as  appertaining  to  that 
department,  and  it  would  need  no  excuse  for  legislating  to  regulate 
the  administration  of  medicine,  much  less  for  interdicting  and  pu- 
nishing the  dangerous  experiments  of  ignorant  pretenders;  and  ha- 
ving done  so  much,  the  personal  rights  of  every  citizen,  should  be 
left  free,  equal  and  unrestricted.     But  there  is  a  collateral  consi- 
deration, of  some  importance,  to  be  noticed  in  connexion  with  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  as  aflecting  the  rights  of  the  smaller  local 
communities  of  which  the  State  is  composed,  and  as  fortifying  the 
positions  herein  taken* 

* 

Your  committee  refer  to  the  operation  pf  the  poor-laws  in  the 
towns  and  counties*  By  the  operation  of  these  laws,  the  burden 
of  pauperism  is  increased,  by  every  victim  of  malpractice,  botanic 
m-  licensed,  who  is  thereby  disqualified  for  his  own  support,  and 
otherwise  destitute  of  the  necessary  means*  In  this  consideration, 
your  committee  believe,  that  the  most  zealous  knd  fastidious  advo- 
\  cate  of  unrestrained  botanic  practice,  will  see  the  rights  of  the 
public  so  distinctlg  marked,  z!s  tp  admit  the  duty  of  the  Legislature, 
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to  regulate  that  practice^  at  ka$f  so  far  a»  prevent  the  rash  and 
Ignorant  practitioner  from  Jltting^  or  increasing  the  number  of  can* 

■ 

didatet  for  the  poor-house. 

Yoxit  comnrittee  have  entered  open  this  discassiov  with  great 
diffidence,  being  sensible  thai  these  views  are  obnoxtofu  to  objec*- 
fions  of  considerable  weight.  Among  these  objections,  they  antiv 
cipate  one^  and  perhaps  the  one  most  difficnlc  to  obviate,  tliat  eves 
granting  the  existence  of  the  public  rights,  they  are  so  evanescent 
and  untangible,  and  the  line  of  separation  between  them  and  the 

onquestionable  rights  of  individuals  is  so  faintly  described and 

the  former  are  so  undefined  and  undefinable^  coanpared  with  the 
prominent  features  of  the  latter,  that  any  legislation  aiiecting  these^ 
would  be  dangerous.  Candor  requires  of  your  committee  to  admit 
the  force  of  this  objection,  while  they  consent  only  in  part  to  the 
c&nclusion;  for  most  svrefy^  io  much  legislation  i^inst  illiterate 
mummery,  and  hidiscrimmate  distributions  of  deleterious  prescripi* 
tions,  as  would  save  the  life  or  hmb  of  no  more  than  a  ringk  indih 
vidual^  or  shield  him  from  the  entailment  of  perpetual  wretched- 
ness  and  misery,  at  the  hands  of  any  prescriber,  would  be,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  a  justifiable  and  salutary  enactment. 

Finally,  if  the  existing  laws  regulating  the  practice  of  physic 
are  necessary,  as  regards  the  encouragement  of  medical  science, 
and  the  protection  of  the  faculty,  your  commiUee  do  not  per- 
ceive any  good  reason  why  the  fair  botanic  practitioner  is  not 
entitled  to  equal  protecUon,  nor  why  his  branch  of  medical  know- 
ledge  and  improvement,  may  not  receive  the  same  encouragement 
at  the  hands  of  the  Legislature.  Nor  do  your  committee  see  that 
a  greater  stretch  of  legislative  wisdom  is  necessary,  to  give  sys- 
tem  and  organization  to  the  worthy  and  deserving  class  of  botanic 
physicians,  than  has  been  exercised  in  according  legal  regulation 
to  the  medical  faculty. 

Yont  committee  are  sensible  of  the  hazard  to  which  they  expose 
themselves  in  making  this  suggestion,  not  doubting  but  the  firat 
essays  to  impose  regulations  upon  the  botanic  community,  would 
be  beset  with  many  serious,  if  not  insurmountable  difficulties,  and 
they  may  have  erred  entirely  in  their  judgment.  If,  however,  the 
project  were  admitted  to  be  impracticable,  and  your  committee 
were  left  to  choose  between  the  alternatives  of  no  law  to  regulate 
the  practice  of  physic,  or  the  present  laws  on  that  subject,  they 
would  be  constrained  to  elect  the  former  as  the  lesser  evil,  and  as 
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most  coDUstent  with  the  genius  of  our  institutions.  And  your 
committee  are  sustained  in  this  conclusion,  by  the  history  and  ex* 
ample  of  our  sister  State  of  Pennsylvania,  ^where  medical  science 
has  reached  an  elevated  standard,  and  where  the  faculty  have 
never  enjoyed  the  monopoly  of  a  privileged  order,  protected  by 
law.  Ohio,  too,  as  your  committee  understand,  has  left  this 
profession  to  stand  upon  its  own  merits,  without  a  legislative 
nurse,  and  without  any  legal  restriction,  implying  either  a  right 
in  the  Legislature  to  confine  the  people  to  statutory  restric* 
tioDs,  or  a  want  of  discrimination  in  them  for  self-government,  in 
so  delicate  a  matter  as  the  choice  of  their  physician.  Your  commit- 
tee, therefore,  are  clear  in  their  judgment  that  it  would  be  more 
discreet,  as  well  as  more  republican,  to  leave  the  whok  matter  to 
be  regulated  by  public  opinion,  than  undertake  to  control  or  re- 
press  the  action  of  that  opinion  by  legislative  provision.  Your 
committee  would  place  both  orders  of  the  healing  art  upon  the 
same  footing,  either  with  or  unthout  legal  restraint  or  regulation. 
They  would  leave  the  field  of  benevolent  competition  open  to  both; 
and  while  they  award  due  honor  and  respect  to  the  son  of  science, 
who  emaciates  in  the  pale  glimmer  of  the  midnight  lamp,  for  the 
good  of  his  fellow,  they  would  not  withhold  from  the  more  hardy 
explorer  of  the  forest,  the  meed  he  deserves  for.  industry  and  per- 
severance in  the  pursuit  of  means  for  the  mitigation  of  human 
misery. 

•  € 

In-  conclusion,  your  committee  feel  it  to  be  due  the  courtesy  of 
the  House,  to  ask  its  indulgence  for  thus  travelling  out  of  the  re- 
cord; and  now  J  confining  themselves  to  the  proper  limits  assigned 
them  by  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  and  the  scope  of  the  refe- 
rence, they  proceed,  in  pursuance  of  the  intimation  contained  in  a 
former  part  of  this  report,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
to  be  granted,  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 

JOB  HASKELL,  CAotrman, 
G.  PETTIT, 
GEORGE  FISHER, 
SAMUEL  RICHMOND, 
JOSEPH  CLARK. 


REPORT  OP  THE  MINORITY. 


Mr.^LifingBtoii,  in  behalf  of  the  minoritj  of  the  select  commit- 
tee to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  saodry  inhabitants  of 
many  of  the  counties  of  this  State,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  law 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature^  imposing  a  fine  upon 
the  tK>tanic  practice  of  medicine^ 

REPORTED: 

That  the  minority  of  said  committee  have  given  to  the  subject 
referred  to  them  as  full  an  examination  as  their  time  and  attentbn 

» 

to  other  duties  would  allow. 

In  discharging  the  duty  assigned  to  the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee, the  undersigned  have  thought  it  proper  to  look  into  the  history 
of  the  legislative  enactments  upon  the  subject  matter  referred  to 
them.  They  do  not  desire  to  go  back  to  the  dark  ages,  (as  has 
been  asserted  by  the  majority  of  the  committee,}  for  examples  to 
guide  them,  but  they  have  endeavored  to  discover  and  state  what 
opinions  have  been  heretofore  entertained  upon  this  important  sub- 
ject by  our  predecessors,  in  legislating  upon  the  subject  committed, 
in  part,  to  our  charge. 

The  minority  of  your  committee  have  also  thought  it  proper, 
with  a  view  of  fully  understanding  the  merits  of  the  question  re- 
ferred to  them,  to  state  in  their  report  the  existing  provisions  of 
the  law  which  it  is  proposed,  by  the  petitioners,  should  be  repeal- 
ed, in  order  to  present  clearly  to  the  House  the  true  question  and 
the  precise  character  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

Upon  examination,  the  committee  find  that,  as  early  as  the  year 
1760,  a  law  was  enacted  for  the  promotion  of  medical  science,  con- 
fined in  its  operation  to  the  city  and  county  of  New- York.  The 
reasons  which  gave  rise  to  the  passage  of  that  law  are  clearly 
stated  in  the  preamble  to  the  act,  which  is  in  these  words,  viz: 
'*  Whereas,  many  ignorant  and  unskilful  persons  in  physic  and 
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surgery,  in  order  to  gain  a  Mubristence^  do  take  upon  themselves 
to  administer  physic,  and  practise  surgery,  in  the  city  of  New* 
York,  to  the  endangering  the  lives  and  limbs  of  their  patients; 
and  many  poor  and  ignorant  persons  inhabiting  the  said  city,  who 
have  been  persuaded  to  become  their  patients,  have  been  great 
sufferers  thereby:  for*preventing  such  abuses  in  future,  Be  it 
enacted,  &c.'* 

This  act  provided  for  an  examination  of  students,  and  the  jg^nt*^ 
ingf  to  such  as  should  be  approved  upon  such  examination,  a  cer- 
tificate or  license  to  practice,  and  also  prescribed  a  certain  term 
of  tuition  and  study  to  be  performed  by  every  student  of  medicine 
before  he  could  be  permitted  to  present  himself  for  an  examina- 
tion. It  also  provided  that  a  penalty  of  five  pounds  might  be  re-  ' 
covered  from  any  person  who  should  practice  without  complying 
w:ith  the  provisions  of  that  act 

On  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  March,  1792,  there  was  an  addi- 
tional act  passed  upon  this  subject,  which  was  also  confined  in  its 
operation  to  the  city  and  county  of  New-YorL  The  reasons  for 
the  passage  of  this  act,  are  also  set  forth  in  its  preamble,  which  is 
in  these  words:  ^'Whereas,  many  ignorant  and  unskilful  persons 
presume  to  administer  physic  and  practise  surgery  within  the  city 
and  county  of  New- York,  to  the  detriment  and  hazard  of  the  lives 
and  limbs  of  the  citizens:  therefore,  for  the  prevention  of  such 
abuses  in  future:  Be  it  enacted,"  &c.  This  act  provides  for  the 
examination  of  every  student  by  three  practitioners  of  medicine, 
other  than  the  one  with  whom  the  student  shall  have  previously 
studied;  and  that  such  examination  shall  be  had  before  the  Gover- 
nor and  certain  other  public  officers:  and  for  the  granting  to  such 
student,  (if  approved,)  a  certificate  or  license  to  practise  physic 
and  surgery.  It  also  required  the  student  to  have  studied  under 
the  tuition  of  a  practising  physician  and  surgeon  the  full  term  of 
two  years,  (if  a  graduate  of  soifie  college,)  or  three  years,  if  not 
such  graduate,  before  he  could  be  admitted  to  an  examination. 

In  this  act  every  person  who  shall  thereafter  practise  physic 
and  surgery,  without  having  obtained  a  license  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  is  made  liable  to  a  forfeiture  of  the  sum  of 
seven  pounds ;  and  is,  moreover,  declared  incapable  of  suing  or 
maintaining  a  suiifar  any  services  rendered. 
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The  fir^  gencniriaw  upon  this  siiliject^as  enacteS  March  211^ 
1797.  By  this  act  every  tftadeut  of  meSictne  in  this  State,  was 
reqaired  io  produce  satisfacftory  evidence  before  certain  public  of- 
ficers, fcc.  of  having  faithfully  studied  physic  and  surgery,  under 
the  iadtmctiofi  of  some  physician  or  surgeon  the  full  term  of  four 
years,  (if  not  a  graduate  of  some  ccUege,}  and  of  three  years,  if 
aoch  graduate. 

In  diis  act  also  it  is  declared  that  if  any  person  shall  practise 
physic  and  surgery  without  having  iSrsrt  obtained  such  license,  he 
shaH  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  hbenty-Jive  dollars 

This,  as  was  observed  sibove,  was  the  first  general  act  passed 
fipon  this  subject  in  this  State,  and  this  act  has  in  it  another  pro* 
Tisian,  to  which  the  minority  of  your  committee  desire  particu- 
larly to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houses  it  is  in  these  words:  ^*  And 
whereas,  «ipoii  sudden  enoergency  it  may  be  necessary  to  apply 
for  aid  from  persons  n<yt  qualified  to  practise  physic  <»r  surgery^  ia 
conformity  to  this  act:  Therefore, 

*'  Be  it  further  enacted,  that,  in  every  such  case,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  any  person  not  authorized  by  this  act  to  prac- 
tise physic  or  surgery  to  administer  medicine,  and  to  perform  sur- 
gical iipcrations,  but  shall  not  ask,  demand  or  reoover  any  com- 
pensation therefor.*" 

This  act  continued  in  force,  and  was  not  materially  altered  or 
amended  until  the  4th  of  April,  ISM:  when  the  first  act  incorpo- 
rating a  State  medical  society  and  county  medical  societies  was 
enacted.  The  general  provisions  of  this  act  were  very  similar  to 
those  of  the  act  of  March  2dd,  1797,  except  that  the  term  of  study 
for  every  student  was  definitely  fixed  at  three  years,  and  his  ex- 
amination was  to  foe  had  before  certain  ojfficers  called  censors,  to 
be  chosen  by  each  medical  sodety  that  should  be  organized  under 
said  act  By  this  act  it  was  also  declared  that  no  person  should 
practise  physic  and  surgery  vrithin  any  of  the  counties  in  this 
State,  without  having  first  obtained  such  diploma  as  is  directed  td 
be  given  by  the  terms  of  the  act:  ^*  And  if  any  person  shall  se 
practise  without  having  obtained  a  diploma  for  that  purpose,  he 
shall  forever  thereafter  be  disqualified  from  collecting  any  debt  of 
debts  incurred  by  such  practice,  in  any  court  ia  this  State.^^ 
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This  act  was  not  materially  altered  or  amended,  until  the  gene*- 
ral  revision  of  the  laws  in  the  year  1818. 

The  minority  of  the  committee  beg  leave  here  to  stop  one  mo- 
ment, ibr  the  purpose  of  callTng  the  partibuhr  attention  of  the^ 
House  to  the  fact,  that  in  alt  the  Taws  thus  far  enacted  to  regulate 
the  practice  of  this  import)Knt  and  indispensabte  profession,  first  ii> 
the  city  and  coimty  of  New- York,  and  ssbsequently  in  the  whole 
State,  special  care  is  manifested,  in  order  to  protect  the  ignorant 
and  unwary  fronv  becoming  the  dupes  of  unquaFified^  unskilful  and 
incompetent  persons;  who,  by  artful  contrivances  and  pretended* 
specifics,  were  enabled  to  deceive  the  honest  citizen  r  and,  by  ope* 
rating  upon  bis  superstition  and  fears  in  some  instances,  and  his 
prejudices  in  others,,  might  not  only  endanger  his  health,  but  evea 
his  life.  Henee  were  enacted,  in  all  the  laws  above  recapitulated,, 
the  provisions  for  s  penalty;  and  ia  most  of  the  acts,  as  striking 
moro  cSectuaUy  at  the  root  of  the  evil,  it  was  provided  that  na 
person  should  maintain  a  suit  for  the  recovery  of  remuneration  foF 
services  rendered  pn  a  pbysfcian  and  surgeon  wba  had  not  previa 
ously  obtained  a  diploma  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  acts 
referred  to. 

It  it  believed  that  every  person  who  will  examine  the  history  of 

■ 

the  times  alluded  to  will  find  that  then,  as  welt  as  now,  there  might 
be  fbund  a  very  large  number  of  pretended  doctors^  who  practised 
medicine  and  surgery  under  the  popufar  names  of  the  times,  such 
as  *^  herb  doctors^^^  '^  root  doctors,^'  '^  Indian  doctors/'  and  a  great 
variety  of  equaliy  ridiculous  and  unmeaning  names* 

If  it  was  then  thought  wise  an4  judicious  to  pass  fegisfative 
enactments  for  the  protection  of  the  unwary  and  honest  citizen, 
it  is  apprehended  that  the  same  reason  ought  to  appfy  at  present, 
and  in  a  degree  greaty  increased. 

But  to  return  to  the  progress  of  onr  legislation  upon  this  subject. 
The  minority  of  your  committee  find  that  the  general  provisions 
of  Ae  act  of  April  4th,  1806,  were  enacted  in  the  revision  of  the 
laws  in  1818,  with  the  addition  of  this  remarkable  jmF«is» : 

'*  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  be  eonstrued  to  ex* 
lend  to  debar  any  person  from  using  or  applying  for  the  benefit  of 
any  sick  person,  any  rooii^  barhe  or  herln^  the  growth  and  pro> 
dace  of  the  United  States.** 
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This  was  th«  first  step  in  the  history  of  the  legislation  of  this 
State,  in  ^vhich  the  indirect  and  illegal  practice  of  physic  and  su]> 
gerylreceived  any -cncowragemenl^  for  it  will  readily  occur  to  eve- 
ry  one  upon  ti  momeift's  reflection,  that  unquriified  and  cmlicensed 
persons  were  admitted  into  fuil  and  complete  competition  with  the 
fegulftrly  bred  physician,  by  the  practical  operation  of  Vhis  pramso. 

All  that  was  required  of  the  **  rnol  doclor^^  was  to  convince  his 
patient  that  the  medicine  which  lie  gave  him,  und  Tecommended^ 
was  some  *'  root,  bark  or  berb/'  the  growth  and  prodnce  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  whole  object  of  the  ^'  doctor^  was  obtain*^ 
ed,  and  the  end  which  the  Legislature  had  in  view  in  the  p^nal  en* 
actments  against  tllegai  practitioners,  was  entirely  frustrated  and 
defeated. 

In  order  to  demonstrate  this  resuTt,  the  minority  of  the  ^commit- 
tee  will  state  a  case::  A  man  is  attacked  by  disease;  he  from  some 
oiose,  (no  matter  what,)  is  induced  to  call  upon  a  ^*  rootdoetor^^^  or 
'^  Thompsenutn  doctor.**  The  doctor  comes,  whose  first  business 
is  to  «ssuTO  bis  patient,  that  all  the  medicine  which  he  proposes  to 
administer,  not  only  in  this  particalar  case,  but  in  all  other  cases,  is 
composed  solely  and  wholly  of  roots,  barks  and  herbs,  the  growth 
and  produce  of  the  United  States;  and  that  most  certainly,  thertis 
no  mercury  in  iU  This  done,  and  the  doctor  may  and  can,  with  im** 
poDity,  give  any  and  all  the  various  articles  and  compounds  to  be 
iband  in  the  whole  range  of  materia  medica.  it  is  easy  to  eonceai 
chemical,  mineral  and  foreign  medicines  from  detection,  by  the 
eye  even  of  a  very  competent  judge;  and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  our  citizens  generally  are  able  to  contradict  the  *^  doctor*'  with 
regard  to  the  character  of  the  composition,  or  nature  of  the  me- 
dicine which  he  may  prescribe*  Hence  the  operation  of  this 
proviso,  opened  the  door  for  the  practice  of  the  unlicensed  physi* 
cian  and  surgeon,  as  efiectually  as  if  there  bad  been  no  penalty  em- 
braced in  the  act 

While  this  door  was  thus,  as  the  minority  of  your  committee 
believe,  unintentionally  opened  for  the  illegal  practitioner,  restrie* 
tions  were  continued  upon  the  regular  student  and  physician:  and 
by  an  act  passed  April  20th,  1818,  were  greatly  increased,  espe* 
daily  by  requiring  every  student  to  study  with  some  practising 
physician  or  surgeon  four  years,  (one  of  which  might  be  spent  in 
pursuing  classical  studies,)  before  he  could  become  a  candidate  for 
examination  before  the  medical  censors. 
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Tile  tobstantfar  partu  of  Ikte  Revised  Lmwt  of  181^  iipoDthi» 
iubjectV  contioaed  witbout  aker»lioB  milil  the  revision  of  the  sta* 
fute»  in^  WMy  whe»  thi»  lafw  was  again  veooodeBed^  and  sobm  im- 
portant alterations  adopted  f  one  of  wkich  was,,  the  adoplioa  of  a 
«ectid»  making  it  »  RMsdemeaoeF^  panisbable  by  fine  and  imprison- 
floenf  in  the  dtseretion  of  the  eonrl,  to  practise  w»tbe«4  a  license^ 
and  to  receive  emnpensaHen  therefor^ 

The  coDseqjaence  ef  the  passage  of  that  Yaw  was,  that  all  thoso 
who  were  interested  in  the  continumiee  of  illegal  practice,  whe- 
ther they  were  eaUed  ^^  TboinpsoniaQ  doctors,"'  ^'  steam  doctort /'' 
"  patent  doctor*,''  *^  Indiait  doctors,"  **  root  doctors,"^  "herb  doc- 
tors," *'  stick  doctors,"  or  *^  botanie  physicians,"  made  commoa 
cause  in  petitioning  the  Legtalatore  for  a  repeal  of  that  sec^on  ia 
the  Revised  Statutes,  inflicting  the  penalty  above  meolioBed. 

On  the  7tb  of  Aprif,.  I830y  the  Legisfature  passed  aa  act  repeafe* 
kig  the  clause  above  alluded  to,^  and  added  a  section  re-eaacting  in 
substance  the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Laws  of  1813,  with  its  re- 
markable frovis&r  rendering  substantially  the  penalty  declaied  in 
Ibe  same  section  wholly  inoperative.. 

During  the  la»t  session  of  the  Legishtture,  the  proviso  above  men- 
tioned was  stricken  out,  mid  a  section  added,  similar  in  its  provi* 
Mona  to  the  one  contained  in  the  first  general  law  upon  this  sub- 
ject, passed  March  23, 1797,  excepting,  however,  from  the  penalty 
any  person  who  should  use  domestic  medicine  for  the  benefit  of 
any  sick  perscm  without  receiving  any  fee  or  reward  therefor* 

It  ie  for  a  repeal  of  this  law,  that  the  petitioners  ask.  In  the 
argument  of  the  petitioners,  (and  their  names  most  generally  ap- 
pear to  be  attached  to  the  same  common  copy  of  a  petition  from 
every  quarter  of  the  State,)  an  appeal  is  made  to  the  constitutional 
right  of  the  citizen  to  employ  such  physician  as  he  may  deem  most 
proper,  and  an  inference  is  attempted  to  be  drawn  that  the  lav9 
which  they  pray  to  have  repealed,  is  an  infringement  upon  their 
natural  rights* 

The  substantial  provisions  of  the  law,  regulating  the  practice  of 
physic  and  surgery,  as  it  now  stands,  are  as  follows  :  Every  stu- 
dent is  required  to  study  medicine  with  some  practising  physician 
or  surgeon  four  years,  one  year  of  which  may  be  deducted  for 
pursuing  any  of  the  studies  usually  taught  in  any  of  the  colleges  in 
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this  State,  or  for  attending  a  full  course  of  medical  lectures,  in  one 
of  the  medical  colleges  of  this  State.  The  student  may  then  be  ad* 
mitted  to  an  examination,  and  if  approved,  is  to  receive  a  diploma. 
This  constitutes  him  a  regular  physician  and  surgeon.  If  any  per- 
son practices  physic  and  surgery,  without  having  first  obtained  such 
diploma,  and  shall  take  and  receive  any  compeitsaHan  for  such  prac- 
tice, he  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty"-five  dollars,  and  shall  be  forever  precluded  from  recovering 
by  any  suit  (in  this  State,)  for  such  services. 

The  minority  of  your  committee  are  incapable  of  discovering 
any  unconstitutional  act  in  these  provisions,  or  auy  infringement  of 
the  rights  of  any  citizen;  nor  are  they  able  to  discover  any  exclw^ 
me  privileges  granted  to  one  set  of  men,  which  are  not  freely  of- 
f<^red  to  any  and  all  persons. 

It  is  merely  a  question  of  general  policy,  whether  or  not  the  law 
in  question  is  wise  and  salutary.  That  it  is  so,  the  minority  of 
your  committee  entertain  the  most  confident  belief;  and  in  this 
opinion  they  are  strengthened  by  the  uniform  and  almost  uninter- 
rupted course  of  the  Legislature* of  this  State. 

As  early  as  1760,  the  salutary  provision  which  is  now  asked  to 
be  repealed,  was  enacted,  so  far  as  the  city  of  New- York  was 
concerned,  and  remained  in  force  during  an  interesting  portion  of 
the  civil  and  political  history  of  the  country. 

It  will  strike  the  mind  of  every  man,  with  great  force,  thai  du- 
ring the  long  period,  in  which  this  subject  (as  has  already  been 
shown)  has  so  often  been  before  the  Legislature,  and  which  has 
undergone  so  many  changes,  that  the  idea  of  the  unconstitution- 
ality of  the  law,  was  never  before  seriously  urged,  but  that  it  has 
remained  for  those  interested  in  the  illegal  and  unauthorized  prac- 
tice of  this  day  under  the  insidious  name  of  ^'  botanic  physicians," 
to  make  the  assertion. 

It  appears  to  the  minority  of  your  committee,  that  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case,  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  provide  by 
enactments  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  health  is  most  clear- 
ly invested  in  the  Legislature;  -and  further,  that  the  legislation  of 
erery  civilized  community,  testifies  in  behalf  of  the  opinion  they 
have  offered.  Look  at  our  quarantine  laws;  at  our  law  in  rela- 
tion to  the  prevalence  of  pestilential  and  infectious  diseases;    at 
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oar  law  relative  to  boards  of  health.  And  let  us  look  also  to  our 
laws  which  infringe  upon  the  natural  rights  of  individuals,  by  hold- 
ing  out  inducements  to  persons  to  make  themselves  skilled  in  va- 
rious professional  and  mechanical  pursuits. 

If  the  petitioners  are  right  in  their  assertions,  or  in  their  argu- 
ment, it  must  be  unconstitutional  to  lisense  either  aitornies  or  car^ 
men.  Can  such  an  opinion  as  that  of  the  petitioners,  be  fos  a  mo- 
ment tolerated  t  We  think  not.  It  would  do  away  with  the  es- 
tablished doctrine,  that  in  entering  into  the  socfal  compact,  we  ne- 
cessarily cede  for  the  benefit  of  the  community,  such  indiyidual 
rights,  as  may,  and  have  generally  been  found  to  be  necessary  to 
be  given  up  for  the  general  good.  It  is  upon  this  basis,  that  large 
sums  of  money  have  been  expended  by  this  State,  in  rearing  up 
medical  and  other  colleges.  We  cannot  sanction  the-  doctrine  9f 
the  petitioners,  as  we  believe  the  practical  result  of  adopting  it 
would  be  fatal  to  some  of  the  best  of  our  scientific  institutions, 
which  hitherto,  it  has  been  the  pride  and  glory  of  our  State  to 
foster  and  cherish. 

The  minority  of  your  committe'e  do  not  consider  this  objection 
of  sufliicient  force  to  detain  the  House  with  any  further  remarks, 
and  more  especially  so,  as  the  majority  of  the  conunittec  admit 
that  the  law  which  the  petitioners  ask  to  be  repealed  is  constitu- 
tional. 

They  will,  therefore,  proceed  to  examine  another  poifUj  parti- 
cularly urged  by  the  petitioners,  to  wit:  the  benefits  to  be  deriv- 
ed from  botanic  practice.  This  term  appears  to  be  used  by  the 
petitioners,  in  contradistinction  to  the  term  of  a  physician  regular- 
ly educated  and  licensed,  and  an  impression  is  thereby  sought  to 
be  made,  that  the  regular  physician  is  unacquainted  with  botany, 
and  rgects  all  botanic  substances  from  investigation  and  use,  than 
which,  a  greater  error  cannot  be  entertained.  Botany,  strictly 
speaking,  merely  treats  of  the  natural  orders  of  plants,  or  of  the 
artificial  modes  of  classifying  them,  so  that  they  can  be  distin- 
guished from  one  another;  but  does  not  investigate  their  medici« 
nal  and  ecoriomical  use.  The  science  of  materia  medica  is  the  one 
which  embraces  the  investigation  of  the  botanical  characters;  the 
medical  properties;  the  best  mode  of  preparing  the  active  parts  of 
plants,  and  the  diseases  and  particular  circumstances  of  each  dis- 
ease in  which  they  can,  with  advantage,  be  administered.    Mate- 
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ria  medica  is  not  confined  to  articles  belonging  to  the  vegetable 
kiDgdom  only,  but  embraces  the  range  of  vegetable^  animal,  and 
mineral  kingdoms. 

'  The  regular  practitioner  is  obliged  to  make  himself  acquainted 
with  the  various  articles  of  the  materia  medica,  before  he  is  al- 
lowed to  practise.     Four-fif.hs  of  the  aVticles  used  in  medicine  by 
physicians  are  derived  from  the  vegetable  kingdom,  and  the  inves- 
tigation of  the  properties  and  uses  of  these  constitute  one  of  the 
most  important  departments  in  every  medical  college;  and  occu* 
pies  a  principal  share  of  the  time  of  every  student  in  a  private  office. 
Whilst  regular  practitioners  are  thus  taught  the  properties  and  me- 
diciafiil  uses  of  a  very  extensive  catalogue  of  vegetable  artiples, 
the  self-styled  '^  botanic  physician"  is  in  ninety-nine   cases  in  a 
handred,  as  ignorant  of  the  science  of  botany  as  he  is  of  Hebrew. 
His  knowledge,  such  as  it  is,  is  confined  to  a  few  articles,  which 
he  exhibits  on  all  occasions,  without  discrimination,  whether  the 
disease  be  small-pox,  scarlet  fover,  measles,  or  dropsy.     All  dis- 
eases are  one  in  his  estimation. '  If  the  patient  will  take  his  medi- 
cine, he  is  willing  to  leave  the  efiects  to  providence,  be  the  result 
life  or  death.      He  is  totally  ignorant  of  the  structure  and  func- 
tions of  the  human  body,  and  equally  so  of  the  characteristic 
marks  of  the  various  diseases  that  flesh  is  heir  to. 

It  is  a  vulgar  error  to  believe  that  medicines  derived  from  the 
vegetable  kingdom  are  more  innocent  in  their  efiects  on  the  con- 
stitution than  those  derived  from  the  mineral  kingdom:  some  of 
the  most  deadly  poisons  are  derived  from  the  vegetable  kingdom, 
and  are  the  growth  of  the  United  States.  Only  a  small  number 
of  the  most  valuable  medicines  derived  from  vegetables  are  the 
growth  of  the  United  Stales,  whilst  our  extensive  territory  pro- 
duces its  full  share  of  poisonous  and  deleterious  articles,  such  as 
can  not  be  used  in  rash  and  ignorant  hands,  with  safety  to  the 
lives  of  the  sick:  consequently  the  proviso  allowing  the  tse  of  the 

'  roots,  barks  and  herbs  of  the  United  States  must  have  crept  into 
the  statute  book  through  ignorance,  and  a  belief  that  vegetable 
medicines  were  safer  than  mineral.    It  is  also  an  error  of  general 

I         prevaience  that  steam  is  used  as  a  remedial  agent  only  by  botanic 

I  or  steam  doctors:  steam  is  in  various  ways  extensively  used  by 
the  regular  profession,  and  has  been  for  ages,  in  the  form  of  sim- 

\  ]rfe  watery  vapour,  or  impregnated  with  different  vegetable  and 
unend  agents,  according  to  the  disease,  and  the  object  to  be  ac- 
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complished.  Regularly  educated  practitioners  avail  themselves  of 
the  whole  field  of  nature  to  furnish  the  means  of  alleviating  hu- 
man sufiering,  and  have  the  experience  of  former  ages  to  guide 
them,  instead  of  the  limited  experience  of  one  or  two  illiterate  and 
ignorant  individuals,  whom  chance  or  necessity  have  made  ac- 
quainted with  some  of  the  properties  of  a  few  articles  which  they 
apply  in  all  cases,  without  discrimination  or  judgment. 

If  an  individual  has  studied  the  prescribed  length  of  time,  has 
made  himself  acquainted  with  the  structure  and  functions  of  the  hu- 
man body,  and  with  the  virtues  ascertained  to  belong  to  the  many 
articles  already  used  in  medicine;  if  after  acquiring  all  this  prelimi- 
nary information  he  finds  that  steam,  or  any  particular  articles  the 
growth  of  the  United  States,  are  more  efilicacious  in  the  removal 
of  disease,  he  is  at  liberty  to  employ  them,  and  to  enlighten  the 
world  by  publishing  his  experience;  but  until  he  shall  have  so 
studied,  and  have  made  such  proficiency,  the  safety  of  the  public 
demands  that  his  random  experiments  upon  the  lives  of  citizens 
should,  by  law,  be  prohibited.  It  is  the  interest  of  the  comma- 
nity  that  calls  for  protection,  and  not  that  of  the  medical  profes* 
sion;  all  the  legislation  on  the  subject  has  had  in  view  the  safbtv 
OP  THE  PEOPLE,  not  the  elevation  or  advantage  of  the  medical 
practitioner. 

Much  is  claimed  by  the  '^  botanic  doctors,''  on  the  strength  of 
the  large  number  of  persons  who  have  signed  petitions  in  their 
favor.  They  claim  that  thirty  thousand  citizens  are  friendly  to 
their  cause.  May  not  the  minority  of  your  committee  trium- 
phantly ask  whether  there  are  not  in  this  State  nearly  three  hun- 
dred thousand  legal  voters  at  our  electionB,  who  have  not  signed 
against  the  abandonment  of  an  existing  and  proper  legislative  pro- 
tection, in  favor  of  science  and  skill  in  the  healing  art. 

The  experience  of  every  member  of  this  House  will  demonstrate 
to  him  how  easily  signatures  to  petitions  can  be  obtained,  no  mat- 
ter for  what  object  or  end.  That  many  persons  have  signed  tho 
petitions  referred  to  your  committee  through  a  common  facility  of 
disposition  to  oblige  an  applicant,  by  doing  that  which  at  first 
blush  he  may  think  can  not  affect  his  personal  interests,  they  think 
will  not  be  doubted  by  the  House.  That  others  may  have  signed 
the  petitions  under  erroneous  notions,  which  the  botanic  doctors 
have  sedulously  attempted  to  inculcate,  is  not  improbable,  as  the 
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botanic  doctors  endeavor  to  create  the  belief  that  it  is  against  the 
existing  law  to  prescribe  as  drinks  either  mullen  or  catnip  teas. 

If  a  measure  should  be  adopted  for  taking  the  sense  of  the  peo^ 
pie  upon  tjiissubject,  through  the  ballot  boxes,  the  minority  of  your 
tommiitee  would  cheerfully  submit  to  the  decision  that  should  be 
made  by  that  great  and  true  democratic  test  of  public  opinioik 

That  the  provision  requiring  every  student  to  study  a  specified 
term  under  the  direction  of  some  practising  physician  and  surgeon, 
and  then  to  submit  to  an  examination  and  be  approved,  before 
a  competent  board  of  officers,  previous  to  his  admission  into  so- 
ciety as  a  physician,  is  a  wise  and  wholesome  regulation,  the  mi« 
Dority  of  your  committee  feel  confident  that  none  will  deny.  If 
this  conclusion  be  just,  is  it  right  to  require*  the  regularly  educated 
physician  to  conform  to  these  stipulations,  and  still  allow  others 
to  come  into  practice  upon  equal  terms  with  him,  from  whom  no 
SQch  requirements  have  been  exacted  Y  The  minority  of  your  com* 
mittee  can  not  for  a  moment  consent  4o  the  justice  of  such  a  con- 
chision. 

If  true  policy  and  sound  reason  require  that  -all  physicians  and 
surgeons  should  have  devoted  time  and  exertion  In  the  prosecution 
and  acquisition  of  medical  science,  then  even  handed  justice  would 
dictate  that  they  should  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits 
to  be  derived  from.their  scientific  attainments.  If  this  be  just,  is  it 
not  also  reasonable  t  Why  should  one  set  of  men  be  required  to 
perform  a  certain  course  of  study,  and  to  submit  to  a  rigid  and 
scrutinizing  examination,  in  order  to  qualify  themselves  as  physi* 
ctans,  «nd  at  the  same  time  aijother  set  be  allowed  to  come  into 
practice  without  any  previous  preparation*  That  any  person  can, 
by  nature  or  instinct,  and  without  a  long. previous  course  of  study 
and  observation,  become  acquainted  with  the  human  system,  with 
disease  in  all  its  numerous  and  diversified  characters,  and  with  the 
most  judicious  mode  of  treatment,  is  assuming  too  much  for  the  in- 
telligence of  the  age,  and  totally  at  variance  with  the  observation 

of  all. 

• 

There  is  another  mode  by  which,  (as  the  minority  of  your  com* 
nrittee  are  informed,)  the  **  botanic  doctors"  seek  to  recommend 
themselves  to  the  credulous,  and  upon  which  they  found  preten- 
tions even  more  remarkable  than  their  claim  to  instinctive  or  natu^ 
ral  capacity  to  practise  medicine,  to  wit^  through  the  medium  of 
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tf  '•ptfent,'^  hy  tfo  ag^iMsy  of  wWcb  **  botanic  physicians,"  are 
manufactured  with  a«  |^reat  faciljly  and  ea^e  as  patent  plouglt 
shares  or  '*  hob  naihJ^  What  peculiar  virtue  a  piece  of  parch- 
ment,  under  the  great  sea>  of  the  United  States,  may  be  supposed 
to  impart,^  and  how  far  it  may  advance^  in^  this  instance^  its  pos-^ 
sessor,  in  medicat  sdenee,  the  nunoriiy  of  your  committee  will  not 
undertake  to  say;  but  they  may  be  permitted^  they  trust,  (without 
the  imputation  ol  prejudice,)  to  express  their  doubts  in  the  infalli- 
billity  of  stfcA  an  evidence  of  skill  and  science.  What  possible  ad- 
vantage such  a  patent  may  be  to  its  possessor^  or  benefit  to  the 
comnHinity,  it  is  impossible  to  conceive*  Every  person,  upon  a 
moment's  reflection,  will^  at  once  perceive  that  it  can  not  impart 
to  its  recipient  any  knowledge  of  the  construction  or  organizatioi^ 
of  the  humail  frame,  or  give  him  any  knowledge  of  the  nature  and 
character  of  disease;  neither  can  it  be  supposed  to  convey  any 
special  information  upon  the  subject  of  botany  or  of  medicinal  sub-^ 
stances,  or  of  native  root9,  barks  and  herbs^  or  of  chemical,  mi- 
neral and  foreign  articles. 

Therefore,  the  minority  of  your  committee  are^onvinced  thattbe 
great  seal  and  patent  of  the  United  States,  will  not  be  urged  before 
this  House  as  a  sufficient  qualification  for  a  physician;  as  if  that  oC 
itself  was  able  at  once  to  bestow  upon  its  possessor  all  the  requi-- 
site  knowledge  necessary  for  a  safe,  prudent  and  useful  member  of 
this  important  profession, 

Fioally,  the  minority  of  your  committee  believe  that  the  present 
taw  is  not  only  j^st  of  itself  and  reasonable  in  its  character,  but 
alio  of  great  practicable  benefit  to  the  public  interest. 

It  is  averred  by  the  petitioners^  that  the  State  Medieal  Society 
improperly  inAoenced  the  last  Legislature  to  enact  the  statute  of 
which  they  eomplainr  This  we  view  as  aa  unjust  imputation,  both, 
at  regards  the  medical' society  and  the  members  of  the  last  Legia* 
laiure.  It  amounts  to  saying,  that  the'members  of  the  last  Legis- 
lature suffered  themselves  knowingly  to  be  governed  in  iheir  con«- 
duct  by  improper  means. 

It  is  asserted  by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  that  the  present 
law  i|f  useless,  Md'tt#,t  it  does  not  go  far  enough  to  remedy  tho 
evils  which  it  wa^  intended  to  pr^vcAt,  and  that  therefore  it  ought 
to  be  repe^i^df 

To  this  reasoning  we  dissent     The  fact  that  the  botanic  doctors 
are  crying  out  against  the  law  passed  last  winter,  affords  strong 
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reason  to  believe  that  that  law  has  already  begun  to  produce  iti 
ioteoded  effect  upon  the  illegal  practice  of  medicine. 

It  ought  to  be  borne  in  nrkind,  that  if  the  provisions  of  the  law  be 
repealed  pursuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  there  will  then 
be  left  no  well  grounded  hope  that  any  student  of  medicine  will 
hereafter  qualify  himself  by  a  sufficient  term  of  study  and  submit 
to  an  examination  before  he  commences  the  practice  of  physic  and 
surgery.  How  can  it  be  expected  that  any  young  man  wishing  to 
engage  in  this  profession,  will  employ  four  years  of  the  prime  of 
his  life,  and  expend  from  five  hundred  to  one  thousand  dollars  in 
money  to  fit  and  prepare  himself  for  this  profession,  while  he  is 
left  at  perfect  liberty  to-commence  practice,  under  the  assumed 
name  of  "  botanic  doctor/'  without  any  previous  preparation.'^— 
Where  is  the  man,  young  or  old,  who  will  submit  tb  a  long,  tedi- 
ous and  laborious  course  of  study,  if  proper  and  sufficient  induce- 
ments are  not  held  out  to  him  as  an  eventual  reward  for  such  labor 
and  study. 

The  minority  of  the  committee  believe,  that  if  the  act  in  ques- 
tion should  be  repealed,  there  would  be  reason  to  apprehend  that 
a  great  portion  of  the  medical  science  which  has  grown  up  under 
the  fostering  protection  of  our  laws,  and  of  which  the  State  has 
just  reason  to  be  proud,  will  be  in  danger  of  being  prostrated,  and 
that  the  necessary  consequence  would  be  to  fill  the  country  with 
anleamed,  ignorant  and  unskilful  practitioners  of  physic  and  sur- 
gery— a  consequence  to  be  dreaded  by  a//,  afid  desired  by  no  friend 
to  the  happiness,  comfort  or  liberty  of  the  people. 

From  the  foregoing  examination  of  the  subject  referred,  and  for 
the  reasons  above  assigned,  the  minority  of  your  committee  have 
come  to  the  conclusion,  that  to  grant  the  remedy  asked  for  by  the 
petitioners,  would  be  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
mnaity. 

It  18  with  great  diffidence  in  their  own  judgments  that  the  mi- 
nority venture  to  recommend  the  denial  of  the  prayer  of  so  large 
a  number  of  petitiones;  and  they  aver,  that  a  sense  of  what  they 
deem  due  to  the  public  welfare,  has  alone  constrained  them  to  re- 
commend, (as  they  now  do,)  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be 

denied. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EDWARD  LIVINGSTON, 
DUBOIS  BURHANS, 
A.  R.  MOORE. 


STATE  OP  NEW.  YORK. 


i«Maa« 


No.  191. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  18»  1835. 


^a^matmBsaasssBBBBSBma^aBmm 


REPORT 


Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  grand 
jurors  of  the  county  of  Franklin. 

Mr.  A.  Hascally  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  refor- 
red  the  petition  of  the  grand  jurors  of  the  county  of  Frankiin» 
praying  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  spirituous 
Rqaors  in  the  said  county  on  Sunday^ 

REF0R1:JBD: 

That  the  petrtioners  represent  that  great  disturbances  often  oc* 
our  in  some  parts  of  that  county  on  Sunday,  in  consequence  of  the 
sale  of  ardent  spirits  on  that  day,  to  persons  who  come  under  the 
denomination  of  travellersi  and  to  whom  by  any  existing  law,  the 
sale  of  spirits  is  not  prohibited. 

It  appears  by  the  petition,  that  many  persons  residing  along  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  the  the  county  of  Franklin,  are  in  the 
practice  of  riding  or  travelling  to  church  from  the  distance  of  Sf- 
teeo  or  twenty  miles,  and  consequently  claim  the  privilege  of  tira* 
Tellers  to  purchase  and  drink  ardent  spirits,  and  the  venders  of 
such  liquors  claim  the  right  to  sett  to  ihem  on  Sunday. 


By  the  ilc vised  Statutes,  part  1,  chap.  20,  title  8,  article  6,  sec^ 
73,  it  ia  enacted  that  **  no  keeper  of  an  inn  or  tavern,  or  of  any 
ale-hoose  or  porter-house  or  grocery,  nor  any  other  person  autho* 
riaed  to  retail  strong  or  spirituous  liquors,  shall  on  Sunday,  sell  or 
dispose  of  any  ale,  porter,  strong  or  spirituous  liquors,  excepting 
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to  lodgers  In  such  mns  or  taverns,  or  to  persons  actuaHy  travel- 
ling  on  that  day,  in  the  eaies  oUowtd  by  kw.^  And  by  the  70tb 
■eelUm  of  the  same  title,  it  it  providad,  that  **  no  person  shall  tra- 
vel  on  the  first  day  oS  the  weet,  called  Sundayy  vntesa  in  cases  of 
charity,  or  necessity,  or  in  going  to,  or  returning  from,  some 
church  or  place  of  worship,  vrithia  the  distance  of  twenty  nilesr 
or  going  fmr  medical  aid,''  &c«> 

Your  coHMxiittee  beKeve,  that  the  sale  of  mtoxicating  Rquors  on 
Sunday,  is  not  prolyibltad  by  any  other  statute  than  the  one 
above  recited,  which  eontun»  an  express  exception  of  persons'tra-* 
veiling  on  that  day  in  eases  allowed  by  law^  and  by  another  seo- 
tion  of  the  same  article,  all  persons  are  allowed  to  travel  the  dia- 
tance  of  twenty  miles  cm  Sunday,  m  going  to,  or  retttrning  fromy 
some  church  or  place  of  worshipr 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  persons  whe  may  be 
inclined  to  devote  that  day  to  scenes  of  recreation  and  discipation, 
may  avail  themselves  of  the  exeeptioD  contained  m  the  Statute  id 
in  favor  of  travellera,  and  escape  the  penalties  which  others  not 
mptre  guilty  would  incur:  as  by  attending  some  place  of  worship 
during  any  portion  of  the  day,  they  become  persons  travelling  in 
a  case  allowed  by  law.  And  your  committee  are  satisfied,  by  the 
statements  of  the  petitioners,  as  well  as  by  the  knowledge  which 
some  of  the  committee  possess,  of  the  character  and  habits  of  a  por* 
tion  of  the  population  residing  on  either  side  of  the  northern 
boundary  line  of  this  State,  that  such  abuses  have  often  occurred, 
to  the  great  disturbance  and  annoyance  of  the  peaceable  and  or* 
derly  portion  of  that  community;  and  that  the  evils  complained  of 
are  of  a  nature  and  extent  that  require  legislative  Interference* 


Your  committee  believe  with  the  petitioners,  that  these 
cannot  be  efiectually  prevented  unless  an  act  be  passed  prohibit- 
ing the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  to  any  person  whomsoever  in  the 
county  of  Franklin  on  that  day. 

Your  committee  have,  therefore,  directed  tbeir  chairmaa  to  pre* 
pare  a  bill  in  accofdance  with  the  views  of  the  petitioners,  and  to 
ask  leave  to  present  the  same. 


STATE  OF  ^JEW-YORK. 


No.  193. 


i  IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  20, 18.35. 


RESOLUTION 

Offered  by  Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  tkis  State. 

Setolvedj  That  the  following  amendment  be  proposed  to  the 
CoDstitotion  of  this  State,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the 
Legislature  next  to  be  choseny  and  published  in  pursuance  of  the 
provisions  of  the  first  section  of  the  eighth,  article  of  the  said  Con- 
stitation: 

"  That  so  much  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  fifth  article  <^  the 
Constitution  of  this  State,  as  limits  the  number  of  justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court  be  abolished,  and  that  hereafter  there  shall  be  four 
justices  of  said  court,  unless  the  Legislature  shall  see  fit  to  autho- 
rize the  appointment  of  a  larger  number  of  justices;  and  that  so 
much  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  fifth  article  of  said  Constitution  as 
relates  to  circuit  judges,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  abolished; 
and  further,  that  said  Constitution  be  further  amended  by  autho- 
rizing the  Legislature  to  establish  a  superior  court  of  commpn 
pleas,  of  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  Supreme  Court,  (in  all 
cases  excepting  such  as  the  Legislature  may  hereafter  except;) 
and  farther,  that  all  writs  of  error  from  either  the  said  Supreme 
Court  or  Superior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  shall  be  brought  to 
and  heard  before  the  Court  of  Errors,  provided  for  in  said  article 
fifth  of  the  Constitution;  and  further,  that  the  said  Superior  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  shall  consist  of  a  chief  justice  and  four  justices, 
and  no  greater  number  without  the  Legislature  shall  otherwise  di- 
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reel,  any  of  whom  nay^oM  the  covrt,  and  who  shall  reapectiireljr 
hoU  their  offices  by  the  tame  manner  of  appointment,  and  under 
the  same  tenttre,  and  aobject  to  the  same  oonttitntional  priTileges 
and  restrictions  as  are  granted  to  or  imposed  cqpoa  the  JMdges  of 
the  Snpreme  Conrt  by  said  Constitation;  and  farther^  that  the 
said  chief  justices  and  justioat  of  the  said  Sapreme.  Coart  and  So* 
perior  Coart  of  Cmibmmi  Pfeaa  shall,  rn  the  trial  of  all  issues  joined 
in  either  of  the  conrts  last  meationpd^  and  in  courts  of  oyer  and 
terminer  and  general  jsil  delivery,  possess  all  the  powers  now  ceo* 
ferred  on  the  circuit  judges  of  this  Statey.  and  that  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  chief  justices  and  justices  of  said  courts^  t»  hold 
all  circuit  courts  for  the  trial  of  all  issues  joined  in  either  of  said 
courts  in  the  scTeral  eoualies  of  thia  8iat»i^  subject  nevertheless  ta 
legislative  direction  aadeontroU'^ 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  194. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  1§»  1 


ZHH 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  William 

H.  Spencer. 

Mr.  Hatchinson,  from  the  iclect  oominittee  to  which  wag  refer* 
Rd  tlie  petition  of  William  H.  Spencer  of  Geneteo^  in  the  coanty 
of  liTingston,  aaking  that  a  law  may  be  pasted  authorizing  him 
tod  his  associates  to  baild  a  dam  across  the  Genesee  river  between 
the  towns  of  Geneseo  and  York, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  petitioner  represents,  that  a  dam  and  boat  lock  can  be 
•0  constructed  in  the  Genesee  river,  within  two  miles  north  of  the 
bridge  that  crosses  the  river  between  said  towns  of  Geneseo  and 
York,  as  to  affont^reat  conveniences  for  mills  and  other  hydrau- 
lic purpoees,  without  injuring  the  navigaition  of  said  river. 


Your  committee  are  well  aware  of  the  fact,  that  the  h 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  proposed  dam  and  lock,  are  situated  se- 
veral miles  from  any  flouring  mill,  and  that  a  mill  at  the  place 
proposed  by  the  petitioner,  would  greatly  accommodate  the  inha- 
hittnts  ct  Geneseo  and  several  of  the  adjoining  towns:  That  a 
dam  and  boat  lock  at  the  place  proposed,  so  far  from  injuring  the 
navigation  of  said  river,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
greatly  benefit  the  navigation,  particularly  at  a  low  stage  of  the 
water  in  the  summer  and  fall  months:  That  a  dam  and  lock,  like 
the  one  proposed  by  Mr.  Spencer,  was  erected  some  two  years 
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•  •  • 

■ince  by  Erastus  Bailey,  seireral  miles  below  the  place  proposed 
by  your  petitioner^  and  experience  has  shown  that  the  erection  of 
the  dam  and  lock  has  been  a  material  benefit  to  the  navigation  of 
said  stream. 

Your  committee  are  not  aware  that  there  is  the  slightest  objec- 
tion to  the  passage  of  the  act  proposed,  and  they  have  therefore 
prepared  a  bill  with  such  provbions  as  would,  in  their  opinion, 
guard  the  rights  of  the  public,  and  would  respectfully  ask  leave  to 
introduce  the  same. 


STATE  OP  NEW-YORK. 


No.  196. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  2, 1835. 


■ 


■ 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  Peter  Lansingy  an  Inspector  of  Lumber  in  the  ei- 

♦     ty  of  Albany. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OP  THE  STATE  OP  NEW- 

YORK. 

Peter  Lansiog,  one  of  the  inspectors  of  lumber  for  the  city  and 
oooQty  of  Albany,  respectfully  reports  the  following  lumber  in^ 
^ted  by  him  in  the  year  1884. 

81,M8  white  wood  boards, tlO  iSlS  OS 

316,74«  pine  boards, 17  S,684  08 

S,740  oak  timber, 18  108  82 

11,880  bass  wood  plank,... 7  88  81 

ISjftSe  odi  plank,. ... ; ...*.     18  84400 

m,17fi  84,987  84 

°    Fees,....  •«..  (^100.06. 

PETER  LANSING,  liuptctor. 


[Assem.  No.  196.] 
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No.  198. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


FebmaiyS,  1835. 


■E 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Of  William  Barber^  Inspector  of  beef  and  pork  in  the 

county  of  Oneida. 

m 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OP  THE  STATE  OP  NEW- 

YORK. 

This  may  certify,  to  the  honorable  the  Legiilature  of  the  State 
of  New-Yorky  that  I,  WiUiam  Barber,  inspector  of  beef  and  pork 
in  and  for  the  county  of  Oneida,  of  said  State,  do  report  as  fol* 
lows,  viz:  That  I  have  inspected  and  branded,  according  to  the 
best  of  wg  knowledge  and  ability,  daring  the  year  1884,  1,048 
barrels,  and  M  half  barrels  of  beef  and  pork,  all  of  good  quality, 
as  follows: 

SOS  bbls.  messpork, at  %IZI  •9,787 

465  bbls.  prime  pork, 10  4,550 

IS  half  bbls.  mess  pork,... 7  84 

116  bbls.  mess  beef,.... 8  0S8 

S75  bbls.  prime  beef, 5  1,875 

48  half  bbb.  mess  beef, 6  S15 

•0,870 

ReceiTed  for  inspecting,  15  cents  for  each  barrel,  and  10  for 
each  half  barrel,  amounting  in  all  to  fl6S.70. 

WmUAM  BARBER,  Jiupeclor. 
Lesy  JoBMory  98,  1885. 
[AsMm.  No.  108.]  } 


STATE  OF  NEW-YOBR 


No.   199. 


Febrnaiy  3, 1 


STATBMffiNT 


or  Hie  Funds  of  tke  Commercial  Benk  of  tlie  €iiy  of 

Albany* 

JUbamy,  Feb.  S,  1835.  $ 

SOU- 

I  bava  the  honor  to  trmnsmil  encloted,  th«  mraa)  ttatwifat 
rf  tke  fimds  of  this  inttitution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

With  great  respect, 

Yoiiir  most  ob't  servant^ 

H.  BARTOWi  Ca$iier. 
io&  CoAauM  HuMpaasY, 

Speaker  of  tke  Ass^mbfy* 


-r^ 


iflftaMU  of  tke  Fttnde  of  tke  Commereial  Bamk  i^  ike  ckg  ^ 

JUbany^  F^rwry  9,  18S& 


KUf  iGioMHited,  ail  of  which  are  oooiidered  good 
aarfeeeoK, » •810,0as  «i 

I^  doubtful,  but  from  which  something  hereafter 
I     wmbebe  realized^ 3,477  85 

«^les  on  other  banks  and  checks  at  sight,  all  of 
which  aie  good, 847,648  I* 

SiUaodailnr, « » •8,4M  48 

HihneesJuefrpm  banks  in  this  State,  eSk  of  which 
Miagoodere^it,. « 409, MS  'n 


Can;!^  ivr.w«:of  •  •  i  • 
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IN  ASSEMBLY,  i| 


[AttBimv 


fironght  forwftfdy  •  •  • » 

AdTancai  mcde  <m  real  estatef  (td  remoTe  inconw 

brances,)  lield  m  lecurity  on  tbe  debt  of  Joieph 

Alexander, •••• ••• 

Stock  of  tbe  State  of  New- York:  for  this  sum  be- 
ing premium,  conunismons,  excbaoge,  and  inte- 
rest on  •!  50,000  canal  stock,  sent  to  the  Roths- 
childsi  LoadoD,  for  sale,  the  account  of  which 
has  not  yet  been  rendered,  but  tbe  par  ralue  of 
which  has  been  received, • 


10,756  M 


IS,  165  80 
•1,669,161  511 


Capita)  atock, c«*  ••••  • #• 

Profit  and  loss,.«..« 086, 

from  which  is  to  be  de- 
ducted the  expenses  of 
the  bank,. ••«•••«••• 
and  this  sum  being  in- 
terest accrued  on  de^ 
posites  not  yet  carried 

in  account, 1^648  M 

—     16,903  65 


|I,840  81 


^^" 


Nett  profits,    060,844  28 

Bank  notes  in  circulation, •...  • 

Dividends  uncalled  for,  • .  • •  •  • . 

Balances  due  to  banks  in  this  State,.*.. «• 

'*  "        out  of  the  8Ute, 

Albany  Savings  Bank, ••••••• ..^ 

Treasurer  of  the  State  of  New-Yoric, 

Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund, ••  • 

Individual  credits, ••••• 


800,000  Oa 
86,886  8S 


116,865  00 
967  49 
801,175  86 
98,749  64 
190,881  56 
151,810  45 
10a,5OO  OO 
815,S80  64 

01,663,161    53 


JUbmug  OMinly,  ss. 

John  Townsend,  president,  and  Henry  Bartow,  cashier^  being 
sworn,  depose  and  say,  diat  the  foregohig  statement  oontaiiss  m  full 
and  true  account  of  the  funds  and  property  of  the  Commercial 
Bank  of  Albany;  that  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank  is  0800,000, 
all  of  which  is  paid  in,  and  that  the  amount  of  specie  abo^re 


NalM.] 


9 


ported,  to  wily  •6894M.48,  it  bona  fide  the  property  of  the  bukt 
lad  has  not  been  borrowed,  or  in  any  wise  obtained  with  a  view 
to  make  this  retnm;  and  farther,  that  the  Commercial  Bank  holds 
tbe  title  of  Joseph  Alexander,  in  fee  under  a  fereclosure  in  ehanr 
eerj,  to  the  Adelphi  Hotel)  the  Taloe  of  which  is  ai^licable  to 
hit  whole  debt  to  the  bank,  which  is  amply  secured,  but  not  yet 
bpndated,  being  in  the  hands  of  the  counsel  of  the  bank. 

JOHN  TOWNSEND,  frmdmL 
H.  BARTOW,  Cm$kier. 
Sworn  to  before  me,  this  Sd 
day  of  February)  18S5. 

J.  Lansing,  Juig(R  ofMnmif 

mammon  pkas^  counsellor ^  tfc^ 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 


»         « 


No.  201. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  3, 1835. 


m 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  Thomas  Moore,  Inspector  of  Fish  In  the  city  and 

county  of  New-York. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OP  THE  STATE  OF  NEW- 

YORK, 

Annual  report  of  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  inspectors  of  Bsh 
for  the  city  of  New- York,  for  the  year  commencing  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  1884,  and  ending  on  the  81st  day  of  December,  in  the 
same  year. 

The  fees  received  by  me  for  the  inspection,  Slc,  of  the  same  are 
tet  Opposite  to  the  respective  qualities  and  quantities  hereinafter 
mentioned,  that  is  to  say: 


FeftperbU.  Total 

4  bUs.  No.  1  mackerel,  repacked, •  37  i  tl  50 

7bbl8.           2         "                 "          87i  1  68 

5bbls-           8         "                "          37J  1  87 

831  bbls.          8        <<          inspected, 12i  108  88 

246ibbls.       8         ''                ''          12}  per  i  b.  80  75 

51  bbls.  codfish,  repacked, 87i  per  b.       19  12 

4  bbls.  herring,  inspected • 121  50 

1  bbl.  condemned  mackerel, • 18i  18 

Carried  forward,  #160  88 
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Broi^ht  forward, .«.—.«  $160  8S 

Dadoet  for  tabor  hire,..»4.«««  989  0& 

<*       ''    eoBtiaffent  expani68»    12  17 

51  »a 


•109  18 


Alt  which  it  respectfoRy  submitted. 

THOMAS  MOORE,  hupector. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  202. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  3, 1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  John  Brails  Inspector  of  Beef  and  Pork  in  the 

county  of  ^onroe. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW- 
YORK. 

I,  John  Bran,  intpeetor  of  beef  and  pork  in  laid  eoonty,  r«e> 
peetfolly  report,  that  I  have,  within  the  year  ending  87th  January, 
1835,  inspected 

780  bbls.  prime  pork, t7perbbl.        95,460  00 

466  bbb.  men  pork, 10}    <'  4,788  00 

80  bbls.  men  beef, ...' ..••    7      <*  560  00 

1,816  •10,808  00 

Fmi,  at  15  etf.  per  barrel, #107  40 

Briniiig  and  cooperage,  at  10  ctB..««    181  60 

JOHN  BRAN,  hsptctor. 
Buihnelti  Ba$mt  Monro$  co.  January  27, 188S. 


[Anenie  No.  SOS*] 


OTATE  OP  I^W-YORK. 


No.  S03. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  d»  1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Of  £.  SCiUer,  an  Inspector  of  Flour  and  Meal  for  the 

city  and  county  of  Albany. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OP  THE  STATE  OP  NEW- 

YORK. 

lo  punaanoe  of  a  law  regulating  the  inipection  of  fiour  and 
meal  in  this  State,  I  herewith  transmit  to  your  honorable  body  a 
ftatement  of  the  number  of  barrels  and  half  barrels  of  flour  and 
meal,  the  qualities  and  average  value  per  barrel,  inspected  by  me 
in  the  city  and  county  of  Albany,  from  January  1st,  1884,  to  Pe- 
faroary  Ist,  1885,  together  with  the  amount  of  fees  and  disburse- 
nents  om  such  inspection,  viz: 

184,565  bbls.  superfine  flour, f5  $622,825  00 

8,747   ibbts.             <<            .....*..  21     .  10,885  88 

8,844  bbls.  fine  flour, 41  15,466  00 

1    i  bbl.         '<         ...»  21  2  87 

327  bbls.  bad, 4  1,808  00 

2,087  bbls.  fine  midlings, 81  7,884  18 

8M  bbls.  midlings, .......  8i  2,905  50 

81   bbls.   shifHitufis, 2i  77  50 

5bbls.rye,l 8|  16  75 

S8  bbls.  buckwheat, 41  122  50 

40    tbbb.     ''            2i  90  00 


185,019  $660,585  68 

[AMesn.  No.  908.]  1 
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Fees  on  I859OI9  bbls.  and  i  bbls.  at  2  cts  e«cb,.«  #2,700  38 
Weighing  669  light  bbls.  of  the  abore  at  6  cts.,  •  •         40  14 


|2,740  52 
Diibunementf  for  deputies,  &c., « 997  78 

•1,742  74 


^  £.  MILLER^  bupectcr^ 

JUbanfff  January  81,  I88S1. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No-  204- 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  2,  1835. 


^ 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  Abrahion  Dally,  Inspector  General  of  Domestic 
Spirits  in  the  city  of  New-York. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OP  THfi  STATE  OP  NEW- 

YORK. 

A  true  and  just  return,  made  from  the  monthly  returns  of  the 
different  inspectors  of  domestic  spirits,  from  January  Ist,  1884|  to 
January  Ist,  1885,  inspected  in  the  city  of  New«York,  viz: 


Ttottl 

,664  barrels, 7  cts.  •2,776  48 

5,184  hhds. 9  462  06 

5,452  casks,  proved  only,  •  • .  4  218  08 

•8,456  62 

n  per  cent,  general's  feet, •••         864  15 

•3,593  47 


Whole  number  of  gall*,  proof  liquor,  9,659,465.76. 

ABRAHAM  DALLY, 

hupeetoT'Oetural 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  205. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  17,  1835, 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  trade  and  manufactures^  on  the 
memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants  in  the  counties  of 
Oneida  and  Otsego. 

Mr.  Quackenboss,  from  the  committee  on  trade  and  amiafao 
tares,  to  whom  was  referred  sundry  memorials  of  inhabitants  in 
the  counties  r>f  Oneida  and  Otsego,  praying  relief  against  cer-- 
tain  oppressive  practices  on  the  part  of  manafacturing  incorpora- 
tions: 

REPORTED: 

That  they  trust  they  have  given  to  the  sobject  all  the  srttention 
which  its  merits  seem  to  demand;  and  they  conceive  it  to  be  one 
of  very  great  importance  to  those  upon  whom  the  injury  complain- 
ed of  falls,  as  set  forth  in  said  petition;  that  the  two  most  promi- 
nent evils  complained  of  the  memorialists  are,    • 

1st  The  practice  of  manufacturing  incorporations  in  issuing  due 
bills  or  orders  to  their  workmen,  to  pay  them  for  their  services, 
and  which  are  made  payable  in  goods  out  of  their  o^en  store,  and' 
which  are  worth,  as  they  represent,  not  to  exceed  seventy-five 
cents  on  the  dollar;  and 

2d.  That  the  number  of  hours  they  are  required  by  the  esta- 
blished customs  and  rules  of  these  incorporations  to  labor  each  day, 
IS  altogether  too  great  a  proportion  of  their  time,  being  injurious 

[Amnd.  No.  906.]  1 
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to  heaftfa,  and  depriving  them  of  all  means  of  recreation  and  of 
mental  or  other  improvemeot. 

That  the  memorialists  set  forth  in  ther  petition,  and  of  the  fact» 
jour  committee  cannot  entertain  a  doubt|  that  these  incorporations^ 
er  many  of  them,  instead  of  paying  their  laborers  in  cash,  or  evea 
in  goods  at  marlet  prices,  pay  them  in  due  bills  or  orders  made 
payable  at  their  own  stores,  for  the  amount  of  their  wages;  that 
attached  to  said  petitions  are  several  specimens  of  those  due  bills 
er  orders,  of  which  the  following  are  copies: 

^'  New-Hartford  Manufacturing  Society. 
^1.    On  demand,  we  promise  to  pay  the  bearer  in  goods  a€ 
our  store  in  New*Hartford,  one  cent. 
*"  New-Harttord,  July  4th,  1683. 

«  S.  HICKS.*" 

"  8.    No,  45. 
'^  Due  the  bearer  three  cents  in  goods  from  the  store  of  the 
Oaksville  Manufactory,  at  their  customary  (8)  retail  prices. 
"  Oaksville,  February  20,  1684. 

«*  J.  DENSLOW,  Agent" 


et 


«xiL                                 •                 xn.  . 

"  State  of  New-York-  S 

0        ''  Due  the  bearer  in  goods  from  the  store  of  the  Union  S 

Cotton  Manufactory,  twelve  cents*  ST 

'<  HaVtwick,  April  24,  1684.  ^ 

«  E.  McKINNEY,  Agent^  '- 
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That  those  due  bills  being  drawn  upon  their  own  stores,  where 
they  fix  their  own  prices  of  the  goods  in  which  they  are  to  be 
paid,  as  well  as  furnish  such  quality  and  kind  of  goods,  and  such 
only,  as  will  best  promote  their  own  interest;  are  worth  in  cash 
only  from  fifty  to  seVenty-five  cents  on  the  dollar,  and  the  loss 
falls  wholly  upon  the  poor  laborer.     Take  for  instance  the  case  of 
a  poor  family  in  a  manufactory,  whose  nominal  wages  are  a  dollar 
per  day,  being  three  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  per  year;  the 
amount  they  would  in  fact  receive,  (allowing  these  orders  to  be 
worth  seventy-five  cents  on  the  dollar,)  would  be  only  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four  dollrrs.    The  nominal  wages  for  such  fiunily 
for  ten  years,  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  "but 
the  amount  actually  received,  would  be  only  two  thousand  three 


hundred  and  forty  dollars;  thus  depriving  them  in  ten  years,  of 
seven  liundred  and  eighty  dollars  which  they  had  earned,  and  te 
which,  on  every  principle  of  fair  dealing,  th^y  were  entitled 

That  the  petitioners  represent  the  practice  in  relation  to  the 
payments  made  to  the  workmen  to  be  as  follows,  viz  z  The  agent 
or  clerk  keeps  in  his  drawer  or  other  place  of  deposit,  these  bills 
for  different  amounts,  from  one  cent  upwards,  executed  in  a  man- 
ner similar  to  bank  bills,  and  when  a  workman  is  settled  with,  and 
the  sum  due  him  ascertained,  he  receives  for  it  a  bill  of  that  amount. 
If  his  necessities  require  some  article  not  contained  in  the  store,  he 
trades  it  off  to  the  farmer,  or  other  person  who  happens  to  have 
the  article  he  wants,  at  a  discount  of  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  per 
cent,  and  if  the  workmen  or  person  to  vdiom  he  transfers  the  bill, 
chances  to  want  only  a  part  of  its  amount  out  of  the  stoi^e,  he  re* 
oeives  in  these  bills,  one  or  more,  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  ba* 
iiiice  handed  over  by  the  clerk,  as  the  ready  money  or  change 
would  be  by  a  clerk  in  a  bank;  thus  in  fact,  putting  these  bills  into 
circalation  as  money,  making  them  the  circulating  medium  in  that 
▼icinity  where  they  are  thus  issued,  which  is  within  the  spirit  of 
the  act  restraining  private  banking,  rendering  that  law  entirely  , 
Dogatory,  as  well  as  the  law  against  the  circulation  of  bills  below 
the  denomination  of  one  dollar. 

And  the  memorialists  fiirther  represent,  that  the  persons  em- 
pbyed  in  these  manufactories,  are  required  to  labor  from  twelve  to 
fourteen  hours  each  day,  being  several  hours  more  daily  labor  than 
is  exacted  even  from  the  convicts  in  our  State  Prisons;  these  la* 
borers  have  thus  no  opportunity  for  ordinary  and  necessary  relax* 
ation  and  recreation,  or  for  mental  improvement,  and  the  children 
among  them'are  necessarily  brought  up  In  comparative  ignorance, 
and  are  unfitted  to  become  valuable  citizens. 

Your  committee,  as  well  from  the  facts  stated  in  the  petition  as 
fitMn  other  information  upon  which  they  can  fely,  and  their  own 
observation,  are  satisfied  that  the  long  and  continued  confinement 
at  labor  in  these  manufactories,  in  a  hot  and  somewhat  impure  at- 
mosphere, is  unfavorable  to  health,  and  injurious  to  the  constitu- 
tions of  those  who  are  thus  confined,  and  .particularly  to  children. 

Your  committee  are  aware  that  it  may  be  said  that  every  per- 
son has  a  right  to  make  such  contracts  as  he  pleases,  and  upon 
mch  advantageous  terms  as  will  best  promote  his  interest    But  it 
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wiIT  bo  ibtmcTi  upon  exsmiDalion,  that  not  onfy  hu  legiiktore,  but 
all  civilized  governments,  stepped  forward  and  ao  far  interfered^ 
with  what  would  have  otherwise  been  deemed  private  rights,  as  to> 
prevent  oppression  of  every  kind,,  although  the  oppressed  submitted 
to  it  to  some  extent  vohratarilj.  For  instance,  in  the  taw  against 
nsury,  the  experience  of  ages  has  shown  that  it  ia  necessary  to 
protect  the  borrower  from  the  avarice  of  the  lender,  by  imposing 
BO  less  a  penalty  upon  him  than  the  toss  of  hia  debt,  should  he 
assume  to  take  more  than  a  certain  established  rate  of  interest. 


The  Legislature  have  also  in^posed  a  penalty  upon  the  proprie- 
tors of  stages  for  keeping  in  their  employ  intemperate  and  drunkeD 
stage  drivers,  by  which  the  Uvea  and  property  of  the  passengers 
might  be  endangered.  Il  might  be  well  said,  if  there  was  any 
thing  in  the  suggestion  above  referred  to,  it  would  apply  with  pe- 
culiar force  to  their  case,  as  no  person  is  under  any  obligation  to 
contract  to  ride  ift  a  stage  coach* 

In  like  manner  also  do  our  statutes  provide  that  no  physician  or 
other  person  shall  keep  poison  of  any  description,  without  the  ves- 
sel or  place  where  it  is  kept  is  labelled,  under  a  severe  penalty; 

and  it  is  presumed  that  no  one  ever  questioned  the  wisdom  of  such 

* 

a  law,  evidently  necessary  for  the  public  good. 

It  is  also  a  standing  maxim  of  our  common  law  that  no  act  or 
confession  shall  prejudice  a  party,  unless  it  is  done  not  only  volun- 
tarily, but  free  from  all  restraint  or  compulsion  whatever;  even 
so  far  does  it  go  that  a  judgment  confessed  by  a  defendant  when 
under  arrest  may  be  avoided,  unless  he  does  it  under  the  advice 
of  an  attorney  of  the  court  employed  by  him,  who  is  present  at 
the  time,  and  with  whom  he  can  consult. 

Again,  in  our  criminal  courts,  the  confession  of  the  accused  is 
not  allowed  to  be  given  in  evidence  against  him,  if  such  confession 
has  been  made  when  either  threats  or  encouragement  of  pardon, 
or  other  favor  was  held  out  to  him.  So  careful  have  our  laws 
been  to  protect  the  rights  of  those  who  were  supposed  to  act  un- 
der influence  calculated  to,  or  which  might  probably  have  pre- 
vented a  fair  expression  of  their  sentiments  and  of  the  truth. 

Your  committee  can  not  conceive  of  any  case  where  any  por- 
tion of  persons  in  this  country  could  be  placed  where  they  would 
be  more  likely,  from  their  peculiar  situation,  to  be  improperly 
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operated  QpoQ  in  making  their  contracts  than  that  of  the  poor 
and  indigent  females  and  children  in  these  manufactories,  who  are 
literally  driven  there,  in  many  iilktances,  to  gain  a  subsistence, 
bj  the  death  of  parents  and  other  misfortunes,  and  are,  of  all 
others  that  can  be  imagined,  the  least  able  to  assert  and  maintain 
their  rights.  In  many  establishments,  where  none  but  stout, 
healthy  men  are  employed,  who  are  able  and  competent  to  under- 
stand and  maintain  their  rights  when  invaded,  the  case  is  entirely 
difierent. 

Your  committee  are  aware  that  it  has  been  the  settled  policy 
of  this  State,  and  of  the  general  gOTernment,  to  protect  and  en- 
courage  manufactures  by  various  legislative*  provisions,  by  ex- 
empting them,  under  some  circumstances,  from  taxation  entirely, 
and  exempting  the  workmen  from  military  and  other  duties  im- 
posed npon  other  classes.  Nor  do  your  committee  desire  to  re- 
commend any  measure  calculated  to  disturb  this  wise  policy:  but 
they  apprehend  that  a  law  correcting  the  evil  above  complained 
of,  by  restricting  them  in  their  issuing  these  bills,  and  regulating 
the  hours  of  labor,  would  in  the  end  facilitate,  rather  than  retard, 
the  success  of  these  institutions.  As  it  would  take  from  them  fea- 
tures which  certainly  appear  objectionable,  'and  of  which  the  peti- 
tioners, as  your  committee  think,'justly,  have  complained. 

But  as  this  is  a  matter  of  much  interest  to  the  petitionerst  and 
in  framing  a  law  to  protect  those  who  have  reason  to  complain 
great  care  should  be  taken,  and  much  legal  skill  is  required;  your 
committee,  instead  of  asking  leave  to  report  a  bill,  have  deemed  it 
expedient  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  law  committee  of  the  House, 
and  therefore  olSer  the  following  resolution: 

Rtudvedy  That  this  report,  and  the  several  petitions  accompa'* 
Dying  it,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  report 
their  views  upon  the  subject,  and  such  a  bill  as,  in  their  opinion, 
will  remedy  the  evils  complained  of.  ' 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  206. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  3,  1835. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  Horace  Turner,  Inspector  of  Beef  and  Pork  in  the 

county  of  Rensselaer. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW- 
YORK. 

I,  Horace  Turner,  Inspector  of  beef  and  pork,  residing  in  the 
town  of  Lansingburgb,  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer,  do  hereby 
certify  and  report:  That  since  the  first  day  of  February,  1834, 
I  have  inspected,  under  and  by  virtue  of  my  said  ofiice,  twenty- 
nine  barrels  of  pork. 

Avenge  value 
Per  bid. 

13  bbls.  mess  pork, • $14 

16  bbis,  prime  pork, 10 

'  Fees, ..•••,.»•     2.00 

And  also,  since  the  1st  day  of  February,  1834,  I  have  inspected, 
as  approved,  3,050  bbls.  of  beef  and  200  half  barrels  of  beef,  of 
the  qualities  as  follows: 

Avenge  veloe 
PerbbL 

1,769  bbls.  mess  beef, 98  25 

2,152  bbls,  prime  beef, 5  25 

29  bbls.  cargo  beef, 3  75 

200  i  bbls.  mess  beef, 5  00 

Fees •415. 

H.  TURNER,  Inspector. 
Feb.  1,  1835. 
[Assem.  No.  206.]  1 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  207. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  4,  1835. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  Stephen  E.  Malitz;  Intq)ector  of  Beef  and  Pork 
in  and  for  the  county  of  Onondaga. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OP  NEW- 
YORK. 

The  report  of  the  subscriber,  an  inspector  of  beef  and  pork  in 
and  for  the  county  of  Onondaga,  respectfully  sheweth,  that  I  have 
inspected  in  the  last  year 

185  bbls.  mess  pork  for  C.  Perdu,.  ••  value  #2,035  00 

12  bbls.          ''             White, •!!  132  00 

11  bbls.  prime  pork  for    ^'     • 9  90  00 

165  bbls.            *'            D.  Earll, ....  0  1 ,605  00 

21  bbls.  mess  pork,            *^       ••••  10  210  00 

S04  bbls.  #4,141  00 


Fees, • #98.50. 

All  which  is  submitted. 

STEPHEN.  E.  MALITZ,  htspector. 

[Assem.  No.  207.]  1 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  208. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  19,  1835^ 


REPORT 

or  the  select  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  mayor, 
ddermen  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  New- York. 

Mr.  Ringgold,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty  of  the  city 
of  New- York,  for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  a  per  centage 
to  be  added  to  unpaid  taxes, 

REPORTED:   . 

That  it  appears,  from  the  memorial  of  the  cpmmon  council  of 
Xew-York,  that  owing  to  the  unwillingness  of  many  of  the  inha^ 
bitaDts  to  pay  their  taxes,  so  long  as  it  can  be  avoided,  much  in- 
convenience is  occasioned,  and  the  common  council  are  frequently 
compelled  to  borrow  large  sums  of  money  at  interest  to  meet  the 
current  expenses  of  the  city.     This  course  is  pursued  principally 
iy  wealthy  people,  whose  taxes  are  of  considerable  amount,  and 
who,  in  order  to  retain  the  use  of  the  money  themselves  as  long  as 
possible,  put  the  collectors  off  until  the  last  moment    The  common 
council  are  of  opinion  that  this  evil  would,  in  a  great  measure,  be 
remedied  by  adding  an  interest  of  one  per  cent,  monthly,  upon 
<och  taxes  until  paid,  allowing  until  the  Ist  of  February  for  the 
ptjmcnt  of  the  tax,  without  such  interest,  which  would  be  a  pe* 
fiod  of  about  three  months  after  the  books  are  put  into  the  hands 
rfthe  collectors;  and  they  ask  for  the  passage  of  a  law  authoriz- 
ing such  ioterest  to  be  added. 

[  Assenu  No.  208.  ]  1 
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YoQi  committee  have  duly  considered  this  subject,  and  they 
agree  with  the  views  of  the  memorialists  that  a  law  of  this  cha^ 
racter  will  have  the  effect  of  stimulating  men  of  property  to  pay 
their  taxes  more  promptly  than  has  hitherto  been  the  custom^ 
They  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  introduce  a  bill  for  this  purpose^ 


STATE  OP  NEW-YORK. 
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No.  209. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


Febniary  19,  1835. 


m 


REPORT 

Of  the  cmninittee  on  the  judiciary,  on  the  petition  of 
the  flherifl^  end  other  penom,  of  the  oonnty  of 

C/ayogE* 

Mr«  LmngtftoD,  from  ibe  oommiltae  oa  the  judiciary^  to  whMi 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  eheri^  and  other  pereoai,  of  the 
county  of  Cay  oga,  relative  to  die  aitoation  of  Noah  BurnhaAi  a 
prisoner  confined  in  the  jail  of  that  conntf,  npon  a  charge  of  nni^ 

REPORTED: 


That  the  petition  discloses  that  the  said  Bumham  was,  at  a  eonrt 
of  general  sessions  held  in  Cayuga  county  in  September  lut,  indicted 
for  the  murder  of  one  George  W.  Rogers;  that  the  alleged  murder 
was  committed  on  the  28th  day  of  August  last;  that  the  deceased 
and  Bumham,  at  the  time  of  the  commission  o(  the  supposed  crime, 
wero  both  convicts  confined  in  the  Auburn  State  Prison ;  that  strong 
doubts  were  entertained  as  to  the  sanity  of  Burnham,  at  the  time 
of  his  killing  the  said  Rogers;  that  at  a  court  of  oyer  and  termt- 
ner^  held  for  the  county  of  Cayuga,  in  October  last,  Bumham  Wtti 
arraigned  upon  the  said  indictment,  but  that  the  court,  upon  per- 
ceiving the  prisoner's  situation,  appointed  three  respectable  and 
eompetent  physicians  to  examine  into  his  case,  and  report  to  the 
court  their  o|HnioB  tonefaing  has  sanity ;  that  afker  a  full  and  patient 
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tovestigatioii,  the  said  physicians  unaniir.ously  reported  that  Buri^- 
ham  was  insane;  that  some  time  in  November  last,  the  scntenco 
of  Burnham  to  the  State  Prison  expired;  that  at  the  eicpiration  of 
said  sentende,  he  was  removed  from  the  State  Prison  to  the  com<^ 
mon  jail  of  Cayuga  county;  that  since  such  removal,  he  has  con*- 
tinued  insane,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  time  raving  mad,  somucb 
so,  that  scarcely  any  ctothfng  can  bo  tept  upon .  him ;  and  fur- 
ther,  that  circiimslanced  as  he  is,  he  cannot  receive  proper  medi-r 
cal  aidr 

The  petitioners  state,  that  from  the  facts  which  attended  the  mur- 
der, taken  in  connection  with  the  previous  actions  of  Burnham,  that 
they  are  fully  convinced  that  he  has  long  labored  under  naentat 
alienation^  1  hey  therefore  pray  for  the  passage  of  a  law  discharge 
kig  Burnham  from  imprisomnent,  and  the  making  such  dispositioiK 
.of  him  as  may  be  consistent  with  humanity  and  justice. 

Ytnir  emmiift^  tee  infoviMdl  thiil  ili«  deoetse^^  ^usd  his  leDow 
prisoner,  bad  had  no  previous  quarrel,  and  no  reason  oao  be  given 
for  the  perpetration  of  the  crime  with  which  Burnham.  is  charged,. 
iNithDOt  impotiilg^it  tojiia  iosimi^t  Bunihsnn  and  the  deceased 
^^rd  at  vmtk  iimktlig  efanirH,  add  while  Roge?i  waa  an  a  stoofuag^ 
%tiittide,  Burnham  straek  him  a  blew  on  the  faead^  which  Ullod  him 
1h  tail  inirOiit.  Bornbaoi  had  been  cdovleted  an  the  county  of  Cha»' 
tauque  for  an  assault  and  batteryr  with  intent  to  kilL 

It  is  further  represented  to  your  committee,  that  them  IM  HMr 
ihree  crazy  jpersons  in  the  poor-house  of  the  county  of  Cayuga,  all 
of  whom  arq  discharged  convicts  from  the  State  Prison,  f^om 
this  statement,  it  would  seem  unjust  that  the  county  of  Cayuga 
abould  be  burthened  with  the  charge  and  support  bf  the  said  Bum* 
baoL 

It  needs  ho  arj^uihent,  under  the  state  of  fhets  j^reaenfed,  ^ 
prove  that  it  would  he  dangerous  to  the  lives  of  our  clti^mis,  f»  vet 
Burnham  at  large.  And  it  appears  to  your  conMhitlee  as  ati  act 
of  humanity  to  Burnham  that  the  State  should  plievide  for  «m  itt- 
tempt  to  bring  him  back  to  a  state  of  sanity* 

Yoiir  cothmfftee  th«i«fl>re  recoauneiid  that  a  law  be  passad,  an- 
{hoftzihg'ihb  shek4{r6r<dfe  county  df  Caybfa  to  cooteadt  trith  the 
governors  of  New- York  Hospital,  for  the  safejt^piiig  of  thf  f<^d 


No.  2M.]  t 

Barnham  at  the  expense  of  the  State.    Such  contract,  however^ 
to  be  approved  of  by  the  Governor  before  it  shall  become  valid*    J 

Your  committee  now  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  carry  into 
effect  the  above  recommendation. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  210. 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  4, 1839. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

I 

Of  N.  WilBDn»  Inspector  of  Beef  and  Pork  in  the 

county  of  Greene. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OP  THE  STATE  OP  NEW- 

YORK. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  beef  tnd  pork  of  the  county  of 
Greene,  for  the  year  1884.    Inspected 

ValQS. 

a>101  bbb.  prime  beef, •16,053  10 

504  bblf.  mem  beef,..« 4,231  00 

67  bblf.  cargo  beef , 351  35 

9,763  bbls. 

61  )  bblf.  moM  beef, 368  06 

631,687  50 

■BOBMBBaimBS 

I 

Fees, #570  40 

Dednet  espeoiM, 168  10 

Nett  rMoipU, #S8S  80 

N.  WILSON,  Jiutpaefw. 
CkOakm,  JbtMMry  M,  18W. 

(AMmi.  No.  SIO.]  1 


•  •    •    • 


*•  •••  m     •  •••( 


•       •     •     •     • 


,  •    I    «    . 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  211. 


m  ASSEMBLY, 


January  21,  1835. 


MESSAOS 

frmthe  Gove*""*'*'  transnutting  the  Amnul  Report 

of  the  AdjutaBt-GeneraL 

TO  THE  ASSEMBLY. 

Cviumi — 

I  kertwitb  trumnit  to  you  tlie  annual  report  of  the  Adjotant* 

GwnL 

W.  L.-  MARCY. 
^■9,  JSm.  M,  IMS. 


(iMn.  No.  Sll.] 
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ANNUAL  RETURN 

Of  companies  of  ArtiUery,  &c.  attached  permanently^ 
or  for  inflpection,  to  the  different  brigades  of  Infan- 
try, for  the  year  1884 


• 

COMPANY  OFFICERS. 

PBITATBS. 
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47 

47 

10 

167 

86 

128 

40 

146 

'    33 

958 

8019 

RECAPITULATION. 

Hone  Artillery, 1,271 

Cavalry, 7,225 

Artillery, 11,806 

Infantry,  (inclading  Light  Infantry  and  Riflemen,) 168,801 

Companiei  of  Artillery,  &c.,  attached  peimanently,  or  for 

inspection,  ••• • 8,019 

Total, 186,212 


\  JtdfuiMU-GeneraPs  Ogice^  9l8t  December^  1884. 

I  LEVI  HUBBELL,  A^.  Gen. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YOWL 


No.  ^2. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  19.  1835. 


REPORT 

KX  Hie  committee  of  ways  and  means,  on  the  petition 
of  sandry  inbabitaats  of  the  town  of  New-Hartford* 
Oneida  county. 

Mr.  Dayao,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  meanti  to  whom 
referred  the  petition  of  landry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  New- 
Hartford,  Oneida  county,  praying  for  an  alteration  of  the  law  rt^ 
lative  to  taxing  manofacturing  incorporatiotts, 

SEFORTEIh 

That  they  have  had  the  iaid  petition  onder  consideration.  They 
have  beitowed  considerable  reflection  upon  the  evils  of  which  the 
petitioners  complain,  and  to  which  the  attention  of  the  committee 
has  been  particularly  directed.  By  the  ninth  section  of  title 
fourth,  chapter  thirteen  of  the  first  part  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
**  if  the  president,  or  other  proper  officer,  of  aii  incorporated  com* 
pany  named  in  the  assessment  roll,  shall  show,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  tJhe  board  of  supervisors  at  their  annual  meeting,  within  two 
days  from  the  commencement  thereof,  by  the  affidavit  <d  such 
ofl^r,  to  be  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  board,  that  such  company 
is  not  in  the  receipt  of  any  profits  or  income,  the  name  of  any 
such  company  shall  be  stricken  out  of  the  assessment  roll,  and  no 
tax  shall  be  imposed  upon  it/'  The  petitioners  claim  that  the  bur* 
ben  of  taxation  should  be  bom  equally  by  all  citizens,  either  in 
their  individual  or  corporate  capacity,  in  proportion  to  the  valua- 
tion put  upon  their  property  by  the  officers  appoined  for  that  pur* 
pose.  By  the  section  of  the  law  above  mentionedi  sn  u 
[AMom.  No.  213.]  1 


company  may  be  ponessed  of  any  amount  of  property,  bat  if  not 
in  the  receipt  of  any  profits  or  income  they  are  exempt  from  taxa- 
tion. They  claim  this  to.6e  oneqiml  taxation,  and  therefore  un- 
just in  its  operation* 

Your  committee  agree  in  sentiment  with  the  petitioners,  that  all 
direct  taxation  shovld^l^  i^fMrtf  Tazqiien  is^kapt  onerous  whenr 
all  classes  of  pefsohs  and  property  bear  the  bufthen  aKker  and  the 
least  iHieriimniittan  oj  exemption^  unless  founded  in  the  strongest 
principles  of  pblitical  economy,  and  sustained  by  justice,  ought  at 
all  times,  and  under  all  circnmsttaces,  to  be  discountenanced; 
and  particularly  so  ^eif  tfie  exethpffod  IllfAde  in  favor  of  ona 
branch  of  industy  to  the  manifest  injury  of  another.  The  true 
principle  of  taxation  is  that  hA  shouU  contribute  to  the  public  ex- 
penses, in  proportion  to  the  means  each  have  to  pay.  The  tax 
fMy^t  stftr^MdbM  k  plM<(  ft¥  tRu  )k'<n«eci6n  of  th^  ti^IAie;  aikl  thus 
Ih^  obtigotkru  bdwc^  Tiifh  hrkl  the  gov^nrmHonl  ii  MioMftL  The 
means  each  has  to  pay  is  ascertained  by  an  dcfiltShte4  valflation 
affixed  by  the  assessors  on  all  taxable  property* 

You#  committee,  with  dat  defierence  to  past  legislattot),  hsvo 
•oaglit-iii  Vab  ftvr  tfce  jint  priotiplea  or  sound  policy  ef  Iho  law  ma 
justly  complained  of  by  tha  petittenoni. 

If  it  is  sound  in  principle,  or  correct  in  theory,  to  exempt  one 
clasa  of  unproductive  property,  it  must  be  equally  sound  and  cor- 
rect that  the  principle  should  apply  to  all  unproductive  property. 
To  the  farmer,  mechanic,  and  in  fine  to  all  classes  of  men,  and  ta 
all  branches  of  industry,  such  a  course  as  this  doctrine  would  ioevi- 
iabty  lead  tO|  requires  no  great  stretch  of  intellect  to  discover 
if^ould  soon  unhinge  and  destroy  the  whote  system  of  an  equita- 
ble and  equalized, taxation. 

Tour  ~c(Nnmit»»e  teltave  that,  dtidiEar  Iba  existing  la#  exemptinir 
manuftietliiittg  Mmpaniet  from  tai(atk»,  graal  frauds  inigkt  be^  if 
fb«y  itwe  iMPt  alMady  tei^n  eommftted. 

Your  committee  have,,  therefore,  to  render  the  system  of  taxa* 
tioD  as  nfsar  equal  as  practicable^  and  to  avoid  the  evil  of  the  ex* 
iatiog  law,  so  loudly  and  justly  complained  of,  come  to  the  conclu* 
yloa  that  so  much  of  the  Bevised  Statutes  as  exempts  from  taxa* 
tioa  in0orporated  coijnpanies  which  do  not  yield  any  profits  on 
their  capital,  ought  to  be  repealed;  and  to  that  end  they  have  di* 
racted  their  chairman  to  ask  IcaM  lo  introduce  4  bill* 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


I 


No-  21 3. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


FefbruaryaO,  I835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  ccmimittee  on  claims^  on  the  petition  of  Lucas 

Elmendorf. 

Ifr.  Burhans,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Lucas  Elmendorf,  praying  for  compensation 
for  services  performed  under  a  law  of  this  State, 

REPORTED: 

Assuming  that  all  the  facts  in. this  case  are  correctly  set  forth 
in  the  petition,  it  presents  one  of  great  hardship  upon  the  petitioner. 
According  to  his  representation  he  has  been  much  aggrieved,  and 
as  he  alleges,  through  defective  legislation. 

Whatever  may  be  the  merits  of  his  application  in  this  point  of 
view  it  does  not  belong  to  this  committee  to  pass  upon  the  ques- 
tion; for,  upon  the  most  careful  consideration  of  the  facts  set  forth 
in  the  petition,  they  do  not  perceive  that  the  petitioner  has  any 
just  claim  upon  the  public  treasury  founded  upon  any  service  ren- 
dered the  State,  under  any  contract  therewith,  expressed  or  im- 
plied. 

Your  committee  ask  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolvedf  That  the  committee  on  claims  be  discharged  from  the 
i     further  consideration  of  the  petition  o^  Lucas  Elmendorf,  for  com- 
pensation for  services  performed  under  a  law  of  this  State,  and 
that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Attoiney-Get^^fgi 

[Asieou  No.  aiS.]  1 
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IN  ASSEMBI^Y, 

Ptibrnary  ^,  I 


;«^ 


ijitirti 


REPORt 

Of  lite  <i6minittee  oii  cTairad,  on  the  petlticm  of  $6im 

Shiland. 

Mr,  Burhans,  frpixi  the  committee  on  claims,  to  whicb  wat  re* 

» 

ierred  the  petitioio  of  Joha  Shiland,  ][)rayio|[.  relie^i 


The  petitioner  aets  forth  ia  hia  petitioai  thai  he  waar  t^. 
of  two  lots  of  land  ia  th^  towo  of  Putaaan,  ia  the  coniay  #f.  Wnah- 
ingtoo,  kaowu  as  Iota  No*  84  and  68,  in  ^*  J»hn  WUUdwU!  Horli 
treci^''^  thAi  although  he  Waaa  non-resident  of  said  town,  he  was 
personaity  assessed  and  charged  with  taxea  on  said  iota,  from  the 
year  1808  to  1823;  that  said  taxes  were  duly  paid  by  his  i^enl  10 
the  town  collector,  who  paid  over  the  same  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
county;  and  that  notwithstanding  he  was  personalty  taxed  for  said 
lots,  as  if  he  was  a  retfidetif  of  the  town,  the  collectors  returned  lot 
No.  8(^  as  a  non^'resident  lot,  on  which  the  tates  were  represented 
to  have  been  unpaid  for  the  years  1808^0^10-^1!  and  12,  amount- 
ing' to  the  sum  of  $2 .04,  for  which,  and  the  chxtrges  ofi  th6^  tamo, 
amounting  in  the  whole,  to  94. 06;  said  lot  war  sold  by  the  Comp- 
troller, for  the  non^paym^t  ofUtfLen,  in  Noveitiber,  181S. 

m 

The  petitioner  represents  that  thai  lot  wna  ^ojDtb^  at  ibflt^  im^ 
more  than  one  thousand  dollars;  and  further,  that  from  the  year 
1800  to  1^1,  (h6  stote  wsia  iri  possession  of  n  'ftmily'^o  vrore 
by  law  liable  to  pay  the  said  taxes,  and  had  ample  means,  had 
they  been  called  upon;   and  that  being  ignorant  of  the  fact  that 

[AssMi.  No.  314.]  1 
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*rtiff  fstt  lol  had  lieeii  lotd,  trar  coutiiiued'  to^  psy  tliB  txx<^~  tllct1$tfli 
for  eight  BUcccMive  years  thereafter;  and  that  inasmuch  as  the 
same  has  been  conveyed  tathe  purchaser  by  the  deed  of  theComp* 
trollcr,  he  is  remediless;  as  by  the  act  regulating  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  taxes,  a  deed  given  by  the  Comptroller  on  the 
sale  of  land  for  taxes,  is  declared  ^'  coneluiive  evidence^  that  the 
sale  vas  regular,  acodrdipg'to  the  pn>vi^ns  of  the  act;  and  he  is 
consequently  preclucled  from  shewing  the  illegality  of  the  acts  of 
the  town  officers  of  the  town  of  Putnam,  in  any,,  action  at  law,  to 
recorer  his  property. 

The  petitioner  cofEicl^dea  his.petition  by  praying  the  Legislature 
to  reimburse  him  for  his  loss,  occasioned  by  the  irregular  and  ille* 
gal  proceedings  of  the.  town  officers,  upon  whose  returns  his  lands 
have  been  sold,  either  by  giving  him  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  the 
value  of  his  lands,  or  by  granting  him  other  lands  in  lieu  thereoC 
The  facts  set  forth  in  the  petition  are  verified  by  several  affidavits 
of  the  petitioner  and  other  persons. 

Your  committee  have  carefully  considered  this  case,  and  in  in- 
vestigating the  same,  have  had  occasion  to  refer  to  ihe  Journals  of' 
former  Legislatures,  and  that  nearly  every  session  since  1890|  tfiey 
find  that  the  petitioner  has  presented  his  claim;  and  that  the  same 
has  been  examined  by  the  Commissioncrs  of  the  Land-Office,  as 
Tvell  as  by  committees  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  whd  have 
made  elaborate  and  able  reports  ihereoi^  (to  which  your  commit- 
tee respectfully  beg  leave  to  refer  the  Bouse,)  all  arriving  at  the 
same  conclusion,  viz:  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to 
be  granted* 

Your  committee  do  not  deem  it  necesssary  to  report  at  great 
length  the  reasons  which  influence  them  to  the  same  conclusion; 
and  although  from  the  peculiar  nature  and  hardship  of  the  peti- 
tioner's case,  his  claim  upon  their  sympathetic  and  benevolent 
feelings  may  be  strong,  they  cannot  conceive  thntv  he  has  any 
equitable  claim  upon  the  Legislature,  to  restore  to  him  that  which 
he  has  lost  either  through  his  own  negligence,  or  the  wrong  acts  of 
town  officers^  Your  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adop- 
tion  of  the  fbllowitig  resolution: 

AasaZocd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  denied. 


STATE  OF  NEW- YORK. 


No.  215. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  20>  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  on  the  petiticm  of 

Mary  Seymour. 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Mary  Seymour,  of  the  town  of  Saleoii 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  praying  for  a  divorce, 

REPORTED:     ^  * 

That  the  petitioner  represents,  that  on  the  Mth  day  of 'May, 
1835,  she  was  married  to  one  John  M.  Seymour,  of  said  county; 
that  .to  induce  her  to  contract  matrimony  with  him,  he  fradulently 
represented  that  he  was  in  independent  circumstances;  that  short- 
]y  after  her  marriage,  her  husband  commenced  and  continued  a 
course  of  harsh  and  cruel  treatment  towards  the  petitioner,  and 
without  any  bad  conduct  on  her  part;  that  the  said  John  w^  nt 
tiie  time  of  the  said  marriage,  and  is  still,  insolvent;  that  the  said 
John  leads  an  idle  and  dissolute  course  of  life;   that  after  living 
with  her  biuband  four  months,  their  personal  effiscts  were  sold, 
and  that  since  that  period,  she  has  not  lived  with  or  cohabited  with 
her  said  husband;  that  her  said  husband,  about  the  time  she  quit- 
ted* him,  was  arrested  for  the  crime  (^  grand  larceny;  that  he  was 
convicted  in  March,  1826,  for  said  offence,  and  sentenced  to  the 
State  Frisco  at  Auburn,  for  five  years,  at  hard  labor;  that  since  the 
expiration  of  his  said  sentence  and  his  consequent  discharge  from 
imprisonoienl^  he  has  pursued  a  dissolute  and  profligate  course  of 
Ufe;   thmt  he  oontbnes  to  treat  the  petitioner  in  an  unftoUag  and 
[Aaaam.  No.  Sift.]  1 
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croel  manner ;  that  said  petitioner  auapectB  her  husband  has  beea 
guilty  of  adultery,  but  she  a^iMts  thfrt  she  has  no  positive  or  suffi- 
cient  circumstantial  evideoee  le  prove  ^d  charge. 

Admit  all  this  to  be  true,  and  then  it  may  be  asked*whether  or 
not  the  wish  expressed  in  the  petition  should  be  granted.  We 
think  not.  Wby«o?  The  answer  is,  that  public  policy  forbids  it 
If  applications  like  the  present  should  be  granted  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, then  we  should  neeessartly  have  to  constitute  ourselves  into 
a  court  for  the  settlement  of  matrimonial  conflicts.  Would  this  bo 
wise  and  politic !  .Cortjiriy  ao^.  A^A  n^cpeic^r,  to  grant  what  is 
asked  for,  would  be  in  direct  coptravontion,  (with  a  single  excep- 
tion,) of  the  established  policy  of  the  State  upon  this  important 
and  interesting  subject 

The  arguments  against  granting  divorces  beyond  the  cases  pro- 
vided for  by  law,  have  so  often  been  given  to  this  House  in  the 
shape  of  reports,  that  it  is  deemed  unnecessfiry  to  state  them  in 
this  report  The  committee  content  theirselves,  if  there  should 
be  any  who  may  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  conclusion  to  which 
they  have  come  in  this  case,  to  /ecommend  to  them  a  perusal  of 
said  reports.  ^ 

.  From  the  preoediag  statement  of  facts,  (which  show  very  plain- 
ly that  the  Legislature  ought  not  lo  interfere  in  this  case,)  yesr 
committee  have  arrived  ai  the  conclusion,  that  it  would  be  inpo- 
litic  to  pass  any  law  in  pursuance  of  the  prayer  of  the  petition.-*- 
The  members  of  the  committee  duly  commiserate  the  difficulties 
Slid  embarrassmeats  under  which  the  petiticoer  is  suflerU^,  but  a 
seose  of  pablie  duty  oottstrains  them  to  reeommend  that  the  pray- 
er of  the  petitiooer  be  dented,  and  have  leave  to  withdraw  her  pe- 
titiofk. 


►     V 


STATE  OP  f^EW-YORK. 


No.  317. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  23,  1835. 


9fmimiB''^maaBmmsgm 


RBPORT 

fX  Hke  committee  on  grieyances,  <hi  the  petkkm  of 

Adonijah  Carter. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  on  grierances,  to  which  -was 
referred  the  petition  of  Adonijah  Carter,  asking  relief  on  account 
of  the  toss  of  his  eye  sight,  occasioned  while  on  dulj  in  the  mil^* 
r^  sarrice  of  this  3tate, 

REPOKTBD: 

Tin  petitiDQer  seprese|K$,  that  in  tb^  juar  1990  be  WM  an  n^r 
lifted  gnnner  in  m  coa»p»i)y  of  trtijlery,  fitjtffihed  to  l|w  6114  rsigioi^Al 
of  infiMtry,  of  tiie  milltin  ^  this  Sut^  i  that  while  on  dyty  qp  Mif  l^tb 
dajr  of  Septendierf  in  the  yMr  ftforsiMMi»  mi  obe4lf 9^  to  the  If^ws^ 
and  mder  the  oomnuMid  of  bis  sMperior  oflfeefp,  hs  wufi  JV^^i^ 
iagnrad  by  the  eoqiloaiMn  pt »  ^arliidgf,  wbUe  ip  M^  lict  of  kyuliqg 
the  pieoe,  ia  oeqseqwnce  qf  which  iijwry  h^  kn  /of or  niiiqs  bfw 
Uind;  ihai  ha  has  aftwily  dapeQ4e«t  on Jm  for  wmSffrh  fmi 
theaiwe  mska  the  State  10  fud  bi9i  io  s«»(h  muMv^  ^ 


In  wppprt  of  t^  APpl^Uoo,  the  p^titiopor  prodiiQ^s.svndry  9?r- 
tifiqaUis,  ^1  beariqg  {d^fkte  witbia  the  ^st  year,  af  sff^Uow^ :  I^wjs 
C*  I>%vA  cflw^l,  wd  Supply  Qhfs^  lieutens^-poloael  of  ffaid  rft- 
gimf Ql,  pertify  jiM  ;U»ey  §re  pfirsonnlly  acqiiaintpd  wth  the  tijsns- 
scUopi  MV^^  ^V  PPUiioji  thp  Moid^nt  m^  4ho  WS^^U  ofjpifina- 

negtimpt;  t»t  Jp  cfflw^toffwy  .9f  Uiegon  ^^^^f^^iy6  f(%  fl^e 
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moszle,  there  being  several  cavities  aromid  the  mouth,  in  whicb 
some  portion  of  the  envelope  containing  the  previoss  charge  pro* 
hably  remained,  and  which  probabi  j  caused  the  disaster* 


John  Arnold^  late  captain  o^  hc^  certifies  that  the  statement 
above  made  bjr  colonels  Davis  and  Chase  is  correct;  that  he  com* 
Branded  the  compavy  of  artiUery  aft  the  tinse  the  disaster  happened, 
and  that  Adonijah  Carter  was  enlisted  in  said  company  as  a  gun* 
sen 

William  A.  Cook,  brigade«inspector  of  the  37th  brigade  of  New- 
York  State  infantry,  certifies  that  he  was  present  at  the  time  the 
accident  happened ;  that  the  petitioner  was  in  the  act  of  his  duty, 
and  that  the  explosion  was  not  from  any  improper  management  of 
the  piece,  in  his  opinion,  but  from  the  gun  being  unsound  and  unfit 
Smt  service. 


Amos  P.  Granger,  late  brigadier-general  of  37th  brigade,  certi- 
fies that  he  was  present  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  and  concnn 
with  major  Cook  in  the  above  statement 

Your  committee  have  also  had  the  personal  attendance  of  the 
petitioner  before  them,  from  which  it  is  entirely  apparent,  that  the 
petitioner  is  laboring  under  the  grievous  affliction  represented  in 
his  petition.    He  represents  to  your  committeee,  that  he  has  a 
wife,  and  a  chih)  about  nine  years  old;  that  he  is  the  owner  of 
40  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  lives  in  Onondaga  county,  worth 
about  tufiO;  that  the  40  acres  are  part  of  a  100  acre  lot  ibrmerly 
owned  by  his  father,  and  on  which  his  father,  prior  to  his  title  Is 
the  40  acres,  had  created  a  mortgage  incumbrance,  which  still  ex- 
ists to  the  amount  of  about  9800;  and  that  the  mortgagor  stiH 
owns  60  acres  of  the  said  100  acre  lot.    The  petitioner  further 
states,  that  he  ovms  a  yoke  of  oxen,  three  cows  and  some  other 
personal  property;  that  he  has  resided  upon  the  said  40  acrea  of 
land  ever  since  the  accident  aforesaid  happened;  that  be  haa  been 
assisted  by  the  kindness  of  his  friends,  but  notwithstanding  such  as- 
sistance, he  has,  by  being  compelled  to  hire  most  of  his  farm  work 
done,  been  gradually  compelled  to  create  debts  against  him,  antil 
they  now  amount  to  about  0300,  which  he  has  it  not  in  his  pow- 
er to  pay;  and  that  unless  he  can  obtain^  some  relief,  the  amaU 
property  he  now  has,  will  inevitably  be  taken  from  him,   and 
which,  were  it  not  for  the  misfortune  complaiqod  of,  he  oookl 
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htTe  retaineil  aad  improved  for  hit  own  comfort  and  that  of  hit 
family. 

Yoor  committee  have  applied  their  best  judgment  to  the  merita 
of  the  application,  and  can  arrive  at  no  other  conclusion,  than  that 
'  the  petitioner  justly  deserves  relief.  He  was  in  the  discharge  of 
a  public  dqty  imposed  upon  him  by  law,  with  a  piece  furnished  by 
the  government,  and  which  he  was  compelled  to  use.  He  was 
goihy  of  no  negligence;  the  disaster  was  caused  by  the  defects,  as 
is  believed,  in  the  piece  so  furnished,  and  from  the  use  of  which, 
the  petitioner  could  not  abstain  without  the  violation  of  a  public 
law;  and  having  obeyed  the  legal  requirement  by  which  he  was 
iDJuredt  your  committee  feel  justified  in  considering  his  case  not 
▼cry  unlike  those  cases  where  wounds  and  disabilities  are  receiv- 
ed while  in  the  war  service  of  the  country,  in  which  cases,  the 
magnanimity  and  patriotism  of  the  government,  has  in  fit  cases, 
granted  relief. 

Your  committee  have,  therefore,  directed  their  chairman  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  218. 


IN  ASSEMBLY^ 

February  26,  1835, 


R£;poRT 

Of  ^  Ckwamittee  on  Indian  AffiuKt  on  tlie  petitions 

of  Josith  Bawflon  and  Robert  Toan. 

•  » 

'Mr.  Moseley,  from  the  Committee  oa  ladiaa  afikirs,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  several  petitions  of  Josiah  Rawson  and  Robert 
Toan^  of  the  town  of  Lenox,  and  <;ounty  of  Madisoo,  praying  for 
an  act  authorising  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Offico  tooonvey 
to  them  certain  lands  belonging  to  individual  members  of  the  Or- 
chard party  <^  Oneida  Indiansi  and  by  them  eold  to  the  petitioners, 

REPORTED:— 

That  the  petitioners  represent  that  **  the  Orchard  party  of  Onei« 
da  Imfiansy"  in  a  treaty  made  with  this  State,  in  the  month  of  Pebrua* 
ry  last,  granted  unto  Betsy  Hill,  a  member  of  their  tribe,  twenty-five 
acres  of  land,  situate  in  the  town  of  Vernon,  in  the  county  of 
Oneida,  upon  condition  that  she  should  pay  to  the  State  the  appraii»* 
ed  raloe  thereof.  That  soon  thereafter,  the  premises  were  sur- 
veyed by  order  of  the  Surveyor-General,  and  duly  appraised  at  the 
nun  of  98  per  acre:  That  on  the  14th  day  of  October  last,  the 
nid  Belay  HiU  being  unable  to  pay  the  amount  due  the  State  on 
the  premises,  and  being  desirous  to  dispose  of  her  interest  in  the 
noie,  did  eell  and  dispose  of  her  interest,  in  said  premises,  unto  the 
petitioners  for  the  sum  of  •162.50:  That  said  petitioners  paid  the 
aid  Betsy  Hill  the  full  amount  of  the  purchase  money,  and  took 
from  her  a  conveyance  of  said  premises,  subject  to  the  amount  due 
thereon  to  the  State.  And  they  further  represent  that  the 
[Aasem.  No.  S1&]  i 


'Siiwy  Hii^if  8  penon  of  good  onderatanding  tmd  correct  habits, 
and  that  the  made  mdd  contra^  by  aod  with  the  advice  of  her 
friendsr  The  petitioners  now  ask  for  the  passage  of  an  act  autho- 
rizing the  ComniisstOQeraof  the  Liand-Office  to  convey  said  premi* 
seff  to  the  petitioners  on  their  paying  the  moniea  d«e  to  the  State 
thereon* 

« 

Accoii^>anyiD]^  said  petition  is  the  certificate  ot  said  Betsy  HiiF, 
that  a  petition  had  been  read  and  interpreted  to  her^  and  that  the 
matters,  thef eip  set  4m9)i  li^re  fro?,  and  that  she  nnited  in  the 
prayer  of  said  petition :  The  execution  of  which  certificate  is  at- 
tested by  Timothy  Jenkins,  attorney  for  the  Oneida  Indians,  and 
tfartin  Denny,  interpreter.  Subjoined  to  which  is  the  further  cer- 
tificate of  Solomon  Daris,  resident  aussionary  among  said  Indians, 
and  also  of  the  aforesaid  attorney  and  Interpreter  for  said  Indiana, 
that  they  have  been  acquainted  with  the  said  Betsy  Hill  for  seve* 
ndydirat  th«i  she  is  a  perabn  of  good  noderstandiag  add  oorreef 
habits:  thatfliid  ebatract  tbt^men  the  as&d  Betiy  Bitt  and  the  pe- 
titioners was  made  and  the  money  paid  in  then*  presence,  and  that 
IKe  samte  was  in  aR  respects  fiiir  and  honest.  And  the  said  inter- 
preter %ittbier  certifies  that  he  correctly  interpreted  said  petition 
to  the  said  Betsy  Hitly  and  that  he  verily  believes  she  fully  under- 
Mood  the  contents  thereof. 

fRia  petitioners  Kkewise  represent,  that  <*  the  Orchard  ^crty  of 
Oneida  Indians,'^  in  a  treaty  made  with  the  State  in  the  month  of 
February  last,  granted  to  Lewis  Denny,  a  member  of  said  tribe, 
S9^,vef|ty*fiv#  acres  of  land,  situate  in  the  town  of  Venum,  ia  Ae 
C99Pty"  of  Oneida«  up^  condition  that  he  should  pay  into  the  tnear 
awy  of  tM4  Stfile  the  appraised  value  liiereof.    That  said  preasisoa 
Wcfo  duly  appraised  at  sevent^n  dollars  per  aqre*    That .  subee* 
qiieat  toaaid  i^»prai«aU  and  on  the  7th  day  of  June  I^»t,  the  petl* 
tiofiera  purchased  of  eaid  Leivis  Denny  his  interest  in  said  premi* 
aea  f^r  the  sum  of  MOO,  subject  to  the  amcmm  due  to  the  Slate 
thereon,  which  said  sum  oftSOO,  the  petitioners  have  fuHy  paid  ta 
the  fmi  Le^is  Deany;  and  they  ask  fotr  the  passage  of  an  act  «u« 
tboriiing  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office  to  convey  aaid  pre* 
misea  to  the  petiltoners,  oa  the  payadeot  of  the  snaoi  due  the  SAato 
theveon. 

Accompanying  said  petition  is  the  certificate  of  Timothy  Jen* 
kins,  attorney  for  the  Oneida  Indians,  and  other  citizens  of  ssdd 


coiHttyv  that  Vt»y  are  tofwmt^d  irfth  said  Lewki  Demy;  that  lie 
b  A  Mvi  of  intoHi^aiiee,  and  weU  oodaraiaadi  tha  Eagiith  kni« 
gaage:  That  he  knows  the  talue  of  his  propsHy,  and  is  provi* 
deal  of  ttieaasiet  That  the  priae  for  whieh  said  piNsmfsea  were  sold 
h^  him  »  iho  fall  rahsethereail  Subjoiaed  to  wfaicA  are  the  far- 
ther eaHifieates  of  Solomon  Davis,  resident  missienarjr  amonj;  said 
IMUansi  aiid  of  Martin  Danny,  infterpmter,  and  other  citisens  of  said 
eoaaty,  of  the  payment  of  said  purchase  money  to  said  DeAny; 
sdl  wbith  fiMts  are  forther  eonfirmed  by  the  petition  of  ssiid  Denny, 
(the  azMOltoa  of  which  h  attested  by  the  aforesaid  attorney  for 
said  Ia4ians»)  anitiag  in  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  first  named. 

On  referring  to  the  record  of  the  treaty  bad  on  the  S6th  day  pf 
February,  1834,  between  the  Governor  of  this  State  |md  the  oUafs 
of  the  Orchard  paty  of  Oneida  Indians,  (now  in  the  o^kse  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,)  the  committee  find,  tliaton  the  sale  of  the 
right  and  title  of  the  Indians  to  certain  lands;,  they  a^ipmlated  that 
^<  Twenty-five  acres  of  said  lands  were  to  enure  to  the  beqffii  of 
Klizabeth  Doxstader,  and  seventy-five  acres  to  the  benefit  of  liow* 
is  Dana,  in  manner  following,  thcit  is:  that  whenever  eilheor  th^ 
said  Lewis  Dana  or  Elizabeth  Doxstader  shall  produce  satisfiieiofjr 
proof^  that  ihe  amount  of  the  appraisement  of  theaoil  and  improver 
ments  on  his  or  her  part  has  been  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of.  4be 
State,  then  the  State  will  cause  letters  patent  to  be  issued  to  the 
pesaoa  having  pradnopd-siich  prooH^'    The  oommittee  hare  Ailly 
ealisAed  tbenMNdves,  by  iaterro^ati^  Danied  Bread,  the  principal 
chief  oi  the  Fiast  Chrisfiaii  Party,  of  Oneida^  Indians,  and  Solo- 
«son  DaTia»  rcisident  mtssioiiary  aonong  said  Indians,  (who  was  pre- 
sent at  said  treaty,)  that  the  aforesaid  Betsy  Hill  is  the  same  per- 
son referred  to  in  said  treaty  by  the  name  of  Elizabeth  Doxstader: 
and  that  the  said  Lewis  Denny  is  the  same  person  referred  to  in 
said  treaty  by  the  name  of  Lewis  Dana.    And  from  the  evidences 
recapitulated  in  this  report,  the  committee  are  equally  satisfied 
that  the  said  Betsy  Hill  and  Lewis  Denny  have  received  from 
the   petitioners  a  fair  equivalent  for  their  respective  interests  in 
said  lands,  and  that  they  assent  to  the  conveyance  of  the  same  to 
the  petitioners,  on  their  payment  of  the  sums  due  the  State  there- 
oo. 

In  recommending  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  to  the  fiivorable 
consideration  of  the  Legislature,  your  committee  are  not  unmind- 
ful that 'the  Constitution  and  laws  of  this  State  have  declared 


^Ukat  no  contract  mmAt  with  the  fadiwii  for  the  aala^f  lamki  io 
Ibif  Staie»  it  valid,  ualcta  nade  uoder  the  anthori^t  ud  with  tlie 
Mnaent  of  tiie  Legitlatnre:''  aad  tbat  by  *'  An  act  relative  to  the 
di&reat  tribee  aad  natioM  of  Indians  within  thia  State/'  paeied 
10th  April,- 1818,  it  ie  made  a  penal  ofienee  for  ^  any  person,  with- 
out the  authority  and  coneent  of  die  Legislature  of  this  State,  to 
purchase  any  lands  within  this  State,  of  any  Indian  residing  there- 
in, or  make  any  ocmtract  with  any  Indian  for  or  concerning  the 
sale  of  any  lands  within  thif  State."  The  question  aatnrally  sug- 
gests itself,  whether  the  acts  ciled  do  not  inhihU  any  contract  with 
the  Indians  for  their  iands^  without  the  authority  of  the  Legieia- 
ture,  Jlrtt  had  and  obtained :  and  if  so,  whether  the  Legislature 
can,  with  propriety,  give  the  relief  sought  by  the  petitioners,  and 
thereby  ratify  an  agreement  prohibited  by  law.  Was  this  a  ques- 
tion of  first  impression  it  would  present  to  the  minds  of  your  com- 
mittee grave  difficulties,  but  they  do  not  feel  themselves  at  liberty 
to  question  the  construction  repeatedly  given  to  this  law  by  for- 
mer  Legislatures.  Similar  contracts  made  with  the  Indians  have 
from  time  to  time  b^en  confirmed  by  legislative  enactments;  and 
it  will  readily  be  conceded  that  the  necessity  of  such  act,  to  give 
force  and  effect  to  any  agreement  made  with  the  Indians  for  the 
purchase  and  sale  of  their  interests  in  lands,  will  be  a  sufficient 
guarantee  that  their  rights  will  be  protected. 

In  inclusion,  your  committee,  believing  the  petitioners  eon* 
tracted  with  the  Indians  in  good  faith,  aad  intending  to  apply  for 
the  eonsent  of  the  Legislature,  reconuaeod  that  the  relief  sought 
by  them  be  granted;  and  they  ask  leava  to  introduce  a  bill  for 
that  purpose* 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


"  '  ■    T 


No.  219. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  4,  1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
Of  the  TrusteeB  of  UiiioB  College. 

To  tlie  Hod.  Chablbs  Humphbbt, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Atsembfy. 

SIR— 

Aaaei^ed  as  the  annual  report  of  the  Trustees  of  Union  Col* 

lege  to  the  Legislature,  which  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  pve* 

sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Yours  respeetfttUy, 

JONAS  HOLLAND, 

Janvory  SO,  188& 


Report  aftke  IVMlsef  of  VniM  CoUege,  ffr  ike  yssr  IdM,  U  eks 

Hanarable  ike  Le^kUure* 

The  board  of  trustees  of  Union  College  respectfully  report  to 
the  honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New«York, 

That  the  present  faculty  consists  of  the  following  persons,  tIz: 

EuTBAUR  NoTT,  D«  D.,  L»  L.  D.y  PreridemL 
RoBBBT  Pboudpit,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Greek  and  Latin  Lan* 
ptagee. 
Alobzo  Pottbb,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Moral  PkUosopky  and 
I     Bketorie. 

Bbb/.  F.  Joslik,  A«  Mm  M*  D.,  Professor  of  Jfo^^al  PhUasfh 
sky. 
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John  A.  Yates,  A.  M.,  Professor  of  Oriental  Literature. 
Isaac  W.  Jackson,  A.  Jf .,  Professor  of  Mathematics. 
Thomas  C.  Reed,  A.  M.,  Professor  of  Political  Economy. 
Chester  Aterill,  A.  M.,  Professor 'of  Chemistry  and  Botany, 
PiBHBB  A.  Pkoal,  a.  M.,  Instructor  in  Freneh  and  Spanish. 

JoBif  NoTT,  A.  M.y  Tutor.  • 

Edwarp  Savage,  A*  B» 
Albert  T.  Chester,  A.  B.    * 

Fdlows^ 

That  sixty-five  young  gentlemen  were  admitted  to  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  at  the  last  annnat  commencement:  thai  the  whole 
number  of  students,  tot  the  current  year,  has  been  two  hundred 
and  sixty-one* 

That  the  annual  expense  of  a  student  in  the  institution,  includ- 
ing board,  tuition  and  books,  is  about  one  hundred  and  twelve  dol- 
lars: the  terms  of  admission,  and  the  course  of  studies  afterwards 
to  be  pursued,  will  appear  from  a  printed  statement  accompanying 
this  report. 

That  the  Classical  Library  for  the  use  of  students  is  continued, 
firom  which  indigent  students  receive  their  books  gratis;  and  eigh- 
ty-five young  men  have  been  otherwise  assisted  during  the  lut 
year  from  the  fund  granted  by  the  State  for  that  purpose* 

The  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  appropriated  to  the  permanent 
support  of  ofiicers;  the  five  thousand  dollars  for  establishing  a 
Classical  Library,  and  the  five  thousand  dollars  for  aiding  indigent 
youth,  arising  from  the  lotteries  beretofcM'e  granted  to  Union  Col* 
lege,  have  been,  and  continue  invested  according  to  law;  which 
investiture  constitutes  a  permanent  fund,  amounting  to  forty-five 
thousand  dollars. 

They  have  only  to  add,  that  during  the  last  year,  the  students 
of  the  Institution  have  generally  prosecuted  their  studies  with  di- 
ligence, and  conducted  in  a  mamier  satisfactory  to  the  fiu^ulty* 

JONAS  HOLLAND,  TWontrer. 
Jemtuary  90,  18SS. 


Course  of  studies,  laws,  &c.  of  Union  College 


COURSE  OP  STUDIES, 

Prtfsrak^  for  admission  into^  XJiiion  College. 

Ri^gs*  XfEtin  Gtrammar,  and  Farrand's  Latin  Course. 

Select®  e  Yet  Eotropius,  and  Clark's  Introdaction. 

Corn's.  Nepos,  Caesar's  Commentaries. 

Virgil,  Cicero's  Select  Orations,  Moore's  Greek  Grammar,  Testa* 

ment,  Greek  Introduction  and  Grseca  Minora. 
Arithmeiic,-  Engisk  Grammar  and  Geography. 

Less  attention  is  paid  to  the  particular  books  read,  than  to  tha 
amount  of  knowledge  acquired. 


««MMi 


COURSE  OF  STUDIES 

Pursued  ixfter  admission  into  Union  College. 

Frectriian  Class. 

lPr$t  Term. 

Cioero  de  Officiis,  de  Amicit.  &c. 

Horace  and  Latin  Prosody — xxAth  Comfosition  and  DeclapuMtion. 

Herodotus  and  Thucydides,  .••••••••• >.••,.«>   Graca  Mcy>, 

Second  Term. 

Xenophon^s  Cyrop^a.  and  Anabasis. 

Horace,  Roman  Antiquities. 

Livy — with  Composition  and  Declamation. 

Third  Term. 

Salhist 

Algebra — (through  equations  of  the  first  degree,). ..,•   Bourdon^ 
Lysias,  Isocrates  and  Demos4henes«--ii)i/A  Composition  and  Decide 
motion.  ' 

CLASSICAL  COURSE.* 

SopHOMORB  Class* 

First  Term. 
Tacitus'  History. 

Xenopben's Mem.  and  Plato,  ...«..••»•  .v««  •»•»•»    GnBca  Maj^ 
Algebra,  continued,  •....•• » , Bourdon. 

Second  Ttrm. 

Aristotle,  Dyonisius  and  Longinus,  •  •  • Ch-eeca  JUai. 

Tacitus,  continued. 

Plane  Geometry • Legendre. 

*  Either  oonne  at  the  ohoioe  of  the  Studmr. 
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TTUrd  Term. 

Homer's  Odyney^ GrascaMcj, 

Solid  Geometry, lAgendre, 

Jvmoft  Class. 

Firsi  TVns. 

Trifponomet^  end  Applicetionsy » » Irf^eedSre. 

Hesiod  and  Sophocles, •••••. QrmcaM^* 

Rhetoric,  •••  • •••••• JIter* 

StamA  Term. 

Cicero  de  Oratore* 

Conic  Sections^ • IFes^ 

Natural  Philosophy^ fittotics.) »•••  Farrof^M  JIfechanics, 

Third  Term. 

l^olitical  Economy. 

Medea, &c ....•••*«••••• • Gr^eeaMotj. 

Natural  Philosophy,  {Dynamics^  Hydroe,  ^.)  Farrar's  Meekamics. 

Senior  Class. 

First  Term. 

Intellectual  Philosophy, Stewart  or  Brown. 

Lectures  on  Electricity  and  Magnetism,  and  Biot's  Optics* 
Elements  of  Criticism, •••  •  •••• • • fosies. 

Second  Term. 

Astronomy; •••  ••••••  Farrar^s  Biat. 

Moral  Philosophy, Foley. 

Kames  and  Lectures  on  Chemistry. 

Third  Term. 

Hebrew. 

Greek  Testament,  with  lectures  on  Biblical  Literature. 
Lectures  on  Elements  of  Criticism,  Chemistry,  Botany  and  Mine- 
ralogy. 

SCIENTIFIC  COURSE.* 

SoPBOMOBB  Class. 

First  Term. 

History,   ^ ••  Tytler. 

Arithmetic, • ••• '..•••.••  Hassler. 

Algebra,  continued, •••.. •••  Bourdon. 

Second  Term. 

History,  continued,  ••••  > ••«.•  Tjftler. 

Natural  Theology, • Pak^. 

Plane  Geometry, • Legendre. 

*  Eithar  ooana  it  tb«  dioioi  oCtha  BtudtBt. 


• 
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M  nMta  X  trtn^ 

Natoral  History^ • Wart. 

Solid  Geometry, • i  ••••»••••«  Ltgemin. 

Lope 

Junior  CLAee. 

First  Term. 

Trigonometry  and  Applications, •  •  •  Bossier. 

Algebra, • • •••••« •  Bourdon. 

Rhetoric, • BUrir. 

Second  Term. 

French. 

Descriptive  Geometry,  Dames. — ^Analytic  Geometry  of 

two  dimensions, •• • « • » •  •  Boucharlat. 

Natural  Philosophy, — (Siaties.) •  •  •  •  Farrar^s  Mechanics. 

Third  Term. 

Differential  and  Integral  Calculus, • Boucharlat. 

Analytic  Geometry  of  three  dimensions,  •  • Boucharlat. 

Natural  Philosophy, — {Dynamics^  Hydros,  ^c.).*  Farrar^n  Mech. 

Sbnior  Class. 

First  Term. 

Boucharlat's  Mechanics* 

Lectures  on  Electricity  and  Magnetism,  and  Biot's  Optics. 

Elements  of  Criticism, ••••••• •••  Karnes. 

Second  Term. 

Moral  Philosophy......  •••••* Paley. 

Astronomy, Farrar^s  Biot. 

Kames  and  Lectures  on  Chemistry. 

Third  Term. 

Law, — Kent  or  Blackstone. 
Anatomy  and  Physiology/ 

Lectures  on  Elements  of  Criticism,  Chemistry,  Botany  and  Mine- 
ralogy. 

INFORMATION. 

Character. 

Candidates  are  required  to  furnish  evidence,  of  their  good  moral 
character,  and  if  from  another  college,  a  regular  dismission  or  le^ 
ter  of  request. 

Sixteen  years  of  age  are  requisite  to  admission:  the  candidate 
enters,  however,  any  class  for  which  he  is  qualified. 

PAYMENT. 

There  are  three  terms  of  study  in  each  year,  and  the  expense  of 
each  is  paid  in  advance.    Students,  unleu  ffom  another  colleg^, 
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entering  the  Freshman  Clan,  pay  95.00;  the  Sophomore  97.00; 
the  Jonior  $0.00;  and  the  Senior  •12.00,  which  is  the  only  re- 
trospective expense  incurred  by  entering  in  advance. 

Ouardian. 

All  moneys  intended  fot  the  use  of  students  are  required  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  College  Register,  who  acts  as  fiscal  guardian  in 
their  behalf,  and  transmits  to  each  parent,  at  the  end  of  every 
term,  a  detailed  account. 

Annual  Expense. 

College  bills,  including  board  in  the  hall, • •     998  00 

Fuel  and  light, 8  M 

Washing, 6  00 

Total,  about 9112  50 

Students  boarding  out  of  the  Hall,  and  students  remaining  in 
vacation,  incur  an  additional  expense  for  board. 

The  expense  for  clothing  and  pocket  money  will  vary  according 
to  the  economy  of  iudividuals.  A  student  who  remains  in  vaca- 
tion may,  with  Mtriet  economy,  clothe  himself  and  pay  all  his  oth- 
er bills  with  less  than  9200.00.  A  student  not  strictly  economi- 
cal, and  who  travels  in  vacation,  will  require  from  9        to  9 

Charity  Studbnts. 

neir  Jinnual  Expense. 

Board  in  the  Hall,  (at  temperance  table,)  •  •  • 936  00 

Wood  and  light, •• 6  00 

Washing, -...«• 6  00 

Total, 948  90 

Residence, 

Rooms  are  assigned  the  students  in  the  same  edifices  that  are 
occupied  by  the  President  and  Professors,  and  their  respective,  fa- 
milies* 

Instruction. 

The  classes  are  divided  into  Sections,  according  to  attainment, 
or  choice  of  studies,  and  the  several  Sections  are  instructed  by  the 
President  and  Professors. 

Cnjvemwient. 

The  government  is,  for  the  most  part,  parental  and  preventive, 
and  devolves  on  the  President  and  resident  professors.  Those  sto- 
Ments  who  do  not  cheerfully  submit  to  it^  are  silently  dismissed. — 
No  student  is  allowed  to  visit  taverns  or  groceries;  to  be  out  of 
his  room  at  night,  or  to  go  out  of  town  at  any  time,  without  per- 
mission; nor  is  any  society  allowed  to  hold  its  meetings  at  night. 

Exercises. 

^  Athletic  exercises  are  encouraged,  and  ample  grounds  are  fur- 
nished, free  of  expense,  for  those  who  prefer  devoting  their  hours 
of  recreation  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
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Contfn€nc€M€ut» 

Commencement  is  on  the  4th  Wednesday  in  July;  tfter  which 
there  is  a  vacation  of  six  weeks. 

Vacations. 

There  are  two  other  vacations,  the  one  in  December,  the  other 
in  April.  The  Seniors  have  no  additional  vacations,  nor  are  there 
any  holydays.  It  is  desirable  that  students  should  either  return 
home  or  visit  their  friends  during  the  vacations.  And  when  pa- 
rents cannot  provide  for  this,  the  faculty  should  be  apprized  of  it, 
that  arrangements  may  be  made  in  season  to  secure  for  them  a 
proper  residence. 

Merit  Roll. 

An  accurate  and  daily  account  of  the  delinquences  of  every  stii- 
dent,  and  also  of  the  degree  of  his  attainment,  in  conduct,  ncholar? 
ship  smd  attendance,  is  Kept,  and  the  summing  up  of  these  items 
determines  the  place  of  each  upon  the  Merit  Roll ;  -a  copy  of  which 
items  is  transmitted  to  the  parent. 

Examinations* 

A  (M>mmittee  is  annually  appointed,  who  eiamine  the  several 
classes  publicly,  at  the  close  of  each  term,  and  make  a  written  re* 
port  thereof. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  220. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  27,  1835, 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  col- 
lectors of  taxes  in  the  city  of  Albany. 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  refer- 
red  the  petition  of  the  collectors  of  taxes  in  the  city  of  Albany, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  petidoners  set  forth  UiAt  by  their  warrants  they  are 
bound  to  collect  the  sum  of  $80,667.50,  and  that  they  have  col- 
lected only  about  the  sum  of  955,000.  They  further  state,  that 
owing  to  the  illness  of  one  of  the  collectors,  and  from  other  ad- 
verse circumstances  not  under  their  control,  they  will  not  be  able 
to  collect  the  amount  of  tax  specified  in  their  warrants  within  the 
time  prescribed  by  law.  They  ask  to  have  the  time  extended  to 
the  14th  of  March  next,  to  enable  them  to  collect  said  taxes. 

Your  committee  have  prepared  a  bill  in  accordance  with  the 
prayer  of  the  petition,  which  they  now  ask  leave  to  introduce. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


[Assem.  No.  390.] 


STATE  OF  KEW-YORK. 


No.  224. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  24,  1S35. 


mtm 


REPORT 

or  €bb  comadttee  on  daims,  mi  tke  petition  of  Until 

Jacoba. 

Mr«  Caykendmll,  from  the  comouttee  on  daiim»  to  ^riiidi  waa 
reCemd  tke  petitjon  of  Uriah  Jacoba,  prmyiog  for  conipeMalum 
for  TevotaUonary  aerviceai 

R£P<HtTED: 

The  potiCioBer  repreaeDta,  that  he  aer^ed  aa  a  auitroaa  in  the 
war  of  the  revolation,  in  the  company  of  captain  George  Fleming, 
io  the  aeoond  regiment  of  New- York  artillery,  commanded  by  co- 
lonel John  LAmb;  that  he  served  as  nforeaaid,  under  an  enlistment 
irom  the  first  day  of  August  in  the  year  1780,  to  the  end  of  the 
war;  that  in  the  month  of  November,  1783,  he  went  with  hta 
lieotenanc,  Peter  Nestell,  into  the  county  of  Dutchess  on  recruit* 
ing  eervice,  leaving  the  army  at  New*  Windsor;  that  he  continued 
with  hia  lieutenant  as  aforesaid  until  about  the  time  the  army  waa 
diabaaded,  and  was  then  honorably  discharged  by  the  said  lieuteo* 
ant  Neatell,  with  a  written  discharge;  that  he  kept  his  discharga 
aboat  twenty  years,  when  he  lost  it  by  the  upsetting  of  a  canoe 
on  the  Delaware  river;  that  in  consequence  (as  he  supposes)  of 
hia  being  absent  from  his  company  at  the  time  of  his  discbarge, 
hia  name  was  not  returned  with  the  rest  of  hia  eonipU7  ^  one  cf 
those  entitled  to  bounty  lands. 

[Aaaem.  No.  M4.]  1 
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The  facts  set  forth  are  sworn  to  by  the  petitioner,  as  appears 
froni  the  certificate  (thereunto  annexed)  of  a  commissioner  of 
deeds  of  the  county  of  Tioga* 

Accompanying  the  petition  is  the  affidavit  of  Isaac  Wood,  Esq. 
from  which  it  abundantly  appears  that  the  petitioner  was  duly  es- 
listed  on  the  first  day  of  August,  1780,  in  captain  George  Fle- 
ming's company  of  artillery^  in  colonel  John  Lamb's  regiment,  and 
that  he  was  so  enlisted  to  serve  during  the  war,  (as  set  forth  by 
the  petitioner,)  and  that  he  served  under  his  enlistment  to  the 
twentieth  day  of  November,  1782. 

It  is  proven  by  Mr.  Wood,  thatTrom  the  weekly  returns,  as  ap« 
pears  from  entries  made  in  the  company  book  of  the  said  captain 
George  Fleming,  (now  in  deponent's  possession,  and  which  entries 
are  in  the  hand  writing  of  captain  Fleming,)  it  appears  that,  one 
oaptain-lientenant,  one  sergeant^  and  one  matross,  whose  name  19 
not  mentioned,  were  absent  on  recruiting  service,  from  the  four- 
teenth day  of  November,  1782,  to  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  same  year,  at  which  said  last  date,  the  said  weekly  re- 
turns were  closed  in  said  book;  and  that  it  appears,  from  other  pa- 
pers in  his  possession,  that  th^  captain-lieutenant  so  absent  was  Peter 
Nesiell;  and  also  that  it  is  recorded  in  said  company  book,  that 
Uriah  Jacobs  drew  various  articles  of  clothing  from  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  Marchy  1781,  to  the  twentieth  day  of  November, 
1782. 

Your  committee  cannot  conceive  why  the  petitioner  should  have 
neglected  for  more  than  fifty  years  to  ask  for  his  share  of  bounty 
lands,  which  he  conceives  to  be  due,  and  for  which  he  now  asks 
eompensation,  which  taken  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  lieu- 
tenant Nestell  was  absent  on  recruiting  service  as  early  as  the 
fourteenth  of  November,  1782,  and  the  petitioner  present  with 
his  company,  drawing  various  articles  of  clothing,  on  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  the  same  month,  has  induced  your  committee  to  give 
their  opinion,  that  the  petitioner  is  not  entitled  to  the  compensation 
asked  foir,  and  therefore  ask  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution; 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  Uriah  Jacobs,  be 
denied. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  225, 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  ^,  1835. 


REPORT 

« 

Of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  on  sundry  me-* 
morials  from  the  counties  of  Onondaga  and  Cort- 
land. , , 

4 

Mr.  Mo8e]ey,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  waf 
referred  numeront  memorials  from  the  counties  of  Onondaga  and 
Cortland^  praying  for  a  grant  from  the  State  of  the  sum  of  92,000, 
for  the  parpoie  of  improving  a  iroad  through  the  lands  of  t|ie  Qoh 
ondaga  Indians, 

REPORTED : 

ft 

That  the  memorialists  represent,  that  the  principal  road  from 
the  countiea  of  Cortland,  3roome9  Tioga  and  Tompkins,  to  the 
Onondaga  Salt  Springs,  crosses  the  lands  of  the  Onondaga  Indians; 
that  to  much  of  this  road  as  is  within  the  Indian  lands,  is,  during 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  year,  nearly  impassable;'  that  much 
of  the  adjoining  land  is  not  cleared,  so  that  the  road  does  not  im- 
prove in  the  summer  season  as  rapidly  as  if  it  passed  through  a 
cultivated  country;  that  the  road  is  not  worked  by  the  Indians, 
and  that  the  ordinary  labor  upon  the  highways  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  adjacent  territory,  is  wholly  inadequate  to  perform  the  work 
required  on  this  road;  that  resort  has  frequently  been  had  to  indi- 
vidual tubscriptions  for  repairing  this  road;  but  they  are  found  in- 
effectual to  the  end  desired,  and  the  memorialists  allegO}  that  while 
these  lands  art  occupied  by  the  IndianSj  it  is  itHpractkcbk  to  make 
the  road  passable^  teithout  aidfrotn  the  State. 

[Aflsem.  No.  235.]  1 


2  [Am 

The  memorialiits  tabmit,  that  inasmuch  as  this  road  leads  di- 
rectly to  the  Salt  Springs  of  Onondaga,  and  is  the  only  avenue  to 
those  springs,  which  has  not  been  improved  by  the  funds  of  the 
State  or  by  local  taxation,  that  such  aid  may  with  pn^riety  be  ex- 
tended to  this  object 

They  further  suggest,  that  when  the  tftle  to  these  lands  shall 
have  been  vested  in  the  State  by  purchase  from  the  Indians,  (an 
event  to  which  they  look  forward  with  great  anxiety,  and  with 
confident  expectation,)  they  feel  assured  the  treasury  will  be  re- 
imbursed the  expenditure  for  which  they  ask,  >by  the  increased  va- 
lue thereby  given  to  the  lands. 

They  therefore  pray,  (hat  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  may 
be  granted  for  the  purpose  of  improving  said  road  through  the  lands 
of  the  Onondaga  Indians. 

It  is  due  to  the  memorialists  to  say,  that  the  very  numerous  and 
respectable  signatures  to  these  representations,  leave  no  doubt  in 
the  minds  of  the  committee,  that  the  permanent  improvement  of 
tfiis  road  is  an  object  of  extended  public  interest,  and  that  some  le- 
gislative action  is  indispensable  to  attain  that  object.  But  the 
committee  are  equally  satisfied  that  the  requisite  funds  should  be 
raised  by  local  taxation,  and  cannot  legitimately  be  drawn  from  tho 
public  treasury.  They  are  the  more  confirmed  in  this  conclusion 
by  the  fact,  (of  which  they  are  satisfactorily  apprized,)  that  simi- 
lar applications  from  other  portions  of  the  State,  adjacent  to  Indi- 
an reservations,  have  been  denied  by  former  Legislatures,  and  that 
a  law  is  now  in  force  imposing  a  local  tax  for  a  similar  purpose- 
Some  little  embarrassment  may  attend  a  just  apportionment  of 
such  tax  upon  the  several  counties  interested  in  the  object  sought 
by  the  memorialists;  properly  adjusted,  it  would  be  lighUy  Appre- 
ciated by  the  numerous  population  who  now  e^qierience  the  incon- 
venience complained  o£ 

But  as  no  such  relief  is  at  present  sought  by  the  memorialists,  it 
only  remains  for  the  committee  to  express  their  opinion  that  the 
preyer  of  the  memorialists  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  227. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  24,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  grieyances^  on  the  petition  of 

Plynn  Darby. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  on  grievances,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Pitcher  and  others,  asking  re* 
lief  for  Plynn  Darby, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  subject  matter  of  the  petition,  ahd  the  circamstances 
connected  therewith,  are  stated  in  the  report  to  this  House  by  the 
Hon.  the  Canal  Commissioners,  to  which  report  your  committee 
beg  leave  to  refer.  (See  Assembly  Doc.  No.  118.)  And  fiy>m 
which  it  fully  appears,  that  no  just  cause  of  complaint  for  relief  ex- 
ists against  the  State;  and  therefore  your  committee  are  of  the  opi- 
nion that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


[Aswm.  Vjo.  227.] 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  228. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

m 

February  23, 1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  public  lands,  on  the  petition  on 

Bates  Cook. 

The  committee  on  public  lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Bates  Cook, 

REPORTED: 

That  they  have  examined  the  same,  and  find  that  a  similar  pe- 
tition was  presented  to  the  last  House  of  Assembly,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Surveyor-General,  to  whose  report,  dated  March  3d, 
1834,  your  committee  refer.  No.  281  of  Assembly  Documents  of 
1834.  And  deeming  the  request  of  the  petitioner  reasonable,  they 
have  directed  their  chairman  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 


[Assdm.  No.  228.]  1 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  229. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


Febpuapy  27,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  the  incorporation  and  alteration 
of  the  charters  of  banking  and  insurance  companies^ 
relative  to  the  practices  pursued  by  certain  banks, 
referred  to  in  the  Executive  message. 

Mr.  Wilkinson,  from  the  committee  on  the  incorporation  and  al- 
.  teration  of  the  charters  of  banking  and  insurance  companies,  who 
"were  instructed  by  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
27lb  of  January,  to  address  interrogatories  to  the  presidents,  cash* 
iers  or  other  officers  of  the  several  banks  under  the  safety  fund, 
(except   those  in   the  city  of  New- York,)    requiring  immediate 
answers  under  oath,  in  writing,   touching  the  practice  referred  to 
in  the  Governor's  message,  of  exacting  premiums  on  drafts  as  con- 
nected with  the  business  of  discounting,  &c., 

REPORTED: 

That  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  by 
the  resolutions  referred  to,  the  committee  immediately  caused  a  cir- 
cular, containing  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  and  interrogatories 
adopted  and  approved  by  the  House,  to  be  addressed  to  the  acting 
officer  of  each  bank  within  the  resolution,  a  copy  of  which  circu- 
lar and  interrogatories  is  hereto  annexed. 

Answers  have  been  received  from  all  the  banks  addressed,  ex* 
cept  one,  which  they  are  assured  is  on  the  way,  and  will  be  sepa* 
rately  reported. 

[Amo^.  No.  339.]  1 
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The  committee  hcTe  not  deemed  it  advisable  to  avail  themaeWes 
of  the  power  conferred  on  them  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 
For  the  fair  and  frank  manner  in  which  they  have  generally  met 
the  questiobt  the  committee  refer  to  the  answers  themselves,  which 
are  annexed^  and  herewith  reported. 


These  answers  were  generally  received  by  the  committee  in  the 
order  in  which  the  institutions  are  distant,  or  the  mail  commonica^ 
tions  are  convenient  to  bring  them.  In  a  few  instances,  the  offi* 
cers  of  the  banks  have  stated  that  they  were  absent  when  the  in- 
terrogatories were  received,  which  delayed  their  answers.  We 
have  perceived  no  disposition  to  avoid  answering  the  questions 
propounded  to  them,  and  it  is  due  to  most  of  the  institutions,  that 
the  committee  should  remark,  that  the  firank  and  full  manner  in 
which  they  have  responded,  would  entitle  them  to  the  deliberate 
and  careful  examination  of  the  House,  independent  of  the  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  matter,  to  which  they  have  been  called  upon 
to  answer. 

Whatever  doubts  may  have  been  honestly  entertained,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  course  adopted  by  the  House  in  directing  this 
mode  of  examinationi  as  to  whether  the  truth  would  be  elicited, 
whether  they  would  answer,  &c.,  the  committee  confidently  be- 
lieve that  an  examination  of  all  the  answers  will  convince  every 
one  that  a  prudent  and  an  effectual  course  was  adopted. 

Before  proceeding  further,  the  committee  deem  it  here  proper 
to  refer  to  an  occurrence  in  this  House  relative  to  the  subject  of 
this  investigation,  when  the  resolution  under  which  the  committee 
have  acted  was  under  discussion. 

A  member  of  this  House  said  (substantially)  in  debate,  that  ^*  he 
had  recently  received  information  which  bad  been  communicated 
to  him  voluntarily,  from  a  eource  entitled  to  credit,  that  some  of 
the  banks  so  far  from  having  discontinued  these  practices  were  con- 
iinuing  them  to  a  greater  extent  than  before  the  Go^emor^s  mes^ 
MOge:^^  and  he  added  '*  that  he  presumed  they  felt  encouraged  to 
do  so,  because  so  much  time  had  elapsed  without  any  appearance 
of  legislative  action  on  the  subject."  On  a  subsequent  day  it  was 
remarked  in  this  House,  by  the  pame  gentleman,  that  such  infor- 
mation was  at  the  service  of  this  committee,  and  would  at  any 
time  be  disclosed  to  them.  Upon  application  for  that  purpose  they 
have  been  furnished  with  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  dated 
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on  the  19th  of  January  last,  and  received  by  the  member  above  re- 
ferred to. 

<^I  am  Dot  prepared  to  say  that  there  is  a  concert  of  action 
among  the  banks  in  this  part  of  the  countryi  but  it  is  very  evident 
that  they  are  all  adopting  the  same  course.  Instead  of  discount- 
ing notes  payable  at  their  T^ounters  they  are  insisting  on  notes  or 
drafts  payable  in  the  city,  to  a  greater  extent  than  before  the  Go- 
vernor's message;  thus  taking  to  themselves  seven  spirits  more 
unclean,  &c.  The  reason  assigned  for  this  is,  that  if  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Governor  is  followed,  in  restricting  their  circu- 
lation and  prohibiting  small  notes,  they  can  not  do  business  in  any 
other  way,,  far  they  miist  have  paper  they  can  use  in  the  city^  in 
case  of  a  pressure  on  the  money  market;  which  will  be  the  case  if 
the  Governor's  course  is  adopted." 

The  committee  are  assured  that  this  was  the  information  upon 
which  the  statement  was  made.  From  a  careful  examination  of 
this  extract  they  can  not  perceive  that  it  refers  to  the  matter  com- 
mitted to  their  charge  by  the  resolution.  No  fair  inference  can 
be  drawn  from  the  letter,  so  far  as  it  is  furnished,  (and  which  ap- 
pears above,)  that  the  writer  supposed  or  intended  to  say,  that  the 
banks,  by  now  insisting  on  notes  and  drafts  payable  in  the  city, 
were  thereby  calculating  to  derive  a  further  profit  by  being  able 
to  charge  the  premium  of  exchange,  by  the  sale  of  drafts  or  other- 
wise to  the  makers  of  such  paper  when  it  should  be  mature. 

Such  an  inference  is  repelled  by  the  explanation  which  follows 
in  the  extract;  that  they  are  doing  this  to  furnish  themselves  with 
funds  in  the  city,  to  be  the  better  able  to  meet  a  pressure,  which 
they  apprehend,  if  the  course  recommended  by  the  Governor  is 
adopted. 

In  the  menage,  the  withdrawal  of  small  notes,  and  the  restric- 
tion of  the  issues  of  banks  to  their  capital,  are  both  suggested* 
The  banks  with  which  the  writer  of  the  above  extract  appeared  to 
be  acquainted  seemed  to  apprehend  that  a  pressure  would  be  pro- 
duced by  so  important  a  change  in  the  pecuniary  operations  of  the 
country  as  would  result  from  the  proposed  measures.  Whether 
such  would  be  sound  calculations  it  is  not  necessary  to  say,  more 
than  that  prudent  men  might  entertain  them.  It  would  seem  that 
the  banks  alluded  to  in  the  letter  were  preparing  for  an  emergen- 
•y,  widely  diflbrent  from  the  pursuit  of  the  practicei  reprehended 
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• 

by  th€  Governor  in  his  message;  and  to  investigate  which  was  the 
object  of  the  resolution  under  discussion  when  the  above  extract 
was  alluded  to  in  debate.  Perhaps  it  is  only  necessary  to  say,  ia 
addition,  that  such  drafts  and  notes,  payable  in  the  city,  as  they 
could  use  to  meet  a  pressure,  would  not  be  the  paper  upon  which 
they  could  extort  the  premium  complained  of. 

The  committee  would  not  have  esteemed  this  allasion  necessary^ 
had  not  an  idea  been  widely  disseminated,  that  important  infer* 
oiation  was  in  their  reach.  That  the  House  may  judge  of  its  tai- 
portance  and  bearing  upon  the  matter  referred  to  the  committee, 
they  have  presented  it  with  their  understanding  of  its  purport 

The  attention  of  the  Legislature  w^as  called  to  the  subject  mat- 
ter of  the  investigation  by  the  message  of  the  Governor,  in  which 
he  remarks,  concerning  the  banks,  ^^  that  any  contrivances  which 
they  may  resort  to,  with  a  design  to  enhance  their  profits,  should 
be  promptly  suppressed,  and  that  he  had  reason  to  believe  that,  in 
4his  respect,  the  public  have  had  jusi  grounds  of  complaot  against 
tome  of  the  banks." 

'^  Instead  of  discounting  notes  according  to  the  usual  course  of 
business,  they  have  required  drafts  of  their  customers,  payable  at 
some  distant  place,  knowing  that  the  drawers  had  not,  and  did  not 
expect  to  have  funds  at  such  place  to  pay  them;  when  these  drafts 
arrived  at  maturity,  others  were  offered  to  the  same  banks,  and 
taken  in  payment  of  the  former.  A  discount  of  one  per  cent  be- 
yond the  legal  rate  of.  interest  has  been  exacted  on  these  succes- 
sive drafts;  and  by  this  mode  of  doing  business,  those  who  have 
been  under  the  necessity  of  applying  for  accommodations  to  the 
banks  which  have  resorted  to  this  practice,  have  been  subjected  to 
pay  an  exorbitant  sum  for  the  use  of  money  thus  obtained." 

The  recent  report  of  the  Bank  Commissioners  contains  m  refe- 
rence to  this  subject;  and  they  remark,  that  the  discounting  of  pa- 
per payable  in  the  cities,  and  '*  charging  the  premium  of  exchange 
on  its  renewal,  has  prevailed,  to  a  considerable  extent,  among  some 
of  the  banks  in  the  western  part  of  the  State. 

"  Paper  payable  in  the  cities,  being  preferable  to  that  made  paya- 
ble at  home,  iiis  perfectly  fair  for  the  banks  in  the  country  to  give 
It  the  preference  in  their  discounts,  when  actually  based  upon  busi- 
ness operations;  but  to  compel  or  encourage  the  making  of  such  pa- 
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per  ffMT  the  mere  pwrpoee  of  being  able  to  exact  a  premium  where 
there  are  no  funds  provided^  or  expected  to  be  provided  in  the  city 
for  its  payment,  can  be  nothing  less  than  an  evasion  of  the  law, 
and,  in  many  cases,  grossly  oppressive  upon  the  borrower." 

The  ofience  alluded  to  in  the  message,  and  in  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners,  seems  to  be  the  discounting  of  accommodation  pa- 
per, as  it  is  called,  and  as  a  condition,  express  or  implied,  requir- 
ing it  to  be  made  payable  at  Albany  or  New- York,  on  which,  at 
the  maturity  of  the  paper,  the  bank  may  be  enabled  to  charge  the 
premiun  of  exchange,  in  addition  to  the  discount  on  the  renewed 
paper,  if  a  renewal  is  made.  It  is  the  exacting  of  this  pretnium 
which  constitutes  the  wrong,  since  it  can  only  be  for  that  object 
that  such  paper  is  required  to  be  made  payable  abroad.  It  could 
not  be  of  the  least  advantage  to  a  bank  to  require  its  paper  paya- 
ble at  Albany  or  New-York,  where  the  terms  of  the  loan  were, 
that  it  should  be  renewed  at  maturity,  unless  the  exchange  could  ' 
be  charged  as  a  part  of  the  transaction. 

•  _ 

The  object  of  niost  of  the  interrogatories  is  directed  towards 
this  particular  censurable  practice,  which  is  pointed  to  in  the  ex- 
ecutive message,  and  in  the  repori  of  the  Commissioners.  Inci- 
dent to  this,  is  the  practice  referred  to  in  the  12th,  13th  and  14th 
interrogatories,  of  retaining  such  paper  at  home,  against  the  know- 
ledge of  the  maker,  and  at'  its  maturity,  charging  him  the  ex- 
change and  postage,  and  the  expense  of  protest,  if  he  suffered  tiie^ 
paper  to  become  over  due. 

The  supposed  practices  of  appointing  agents  to  recommend  pa- 
per for  discount;  of  requiring  payment  in  the  notes  of  other  banks; 
of  the  participation  of  the  officers  of  the  banks  in  the  profits  of 
endorsements,  or  brokerage-  of  paper;  of  loaning  money  to  bro- 
kers, in  the  use  of  which  any  officer  of  the  bank  was  interested; 
of  employing  brokers  in  New-York  to  purchase  the  paper  or  bills 
of  the  banks  at  discounts,  and  of  paying  out  uncurrent  paper, 
which  are  severally  pointed  to  in  the  interrogatories  No.  20,  2i, 
S2,  28,  24  and  25,  are  not  alluded  to  in  the  message,  or  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissioners,  nor  have  they  been  so  generally  com- 
plained of  as  to  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  committee  as 
matters  of  general  interest  or  censure.  It  has  doubtless  been  sus- 
pected that  these  practices  have  been  indulged  in  by  the  banks  at 
the  expense  of  either  customers  or  the  public. 
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The  answers  onfall  these  points,  ire  iull  and  positive,  and  fron 
them  the  eommittee  cannot  infer  that  there  has  been  any  exten- 
sive ground  for  complaint  against  the  institutions  for  pursuing  such 
supposed  practice.  The  vigilant  care  of  the  Bank  CommissiaB- 
ers,  and  the  untiring  observation  of  an  intelligent  public,  would 
soon  discover  and  point  to  any  such  evils  if  they  existed.  Whe- 
ther there  has,  in  these  respects,  l>een  any  well  grounded  com- 
plaints, the  committee  have  not  the  means  of  judging  further  than 
from  the  answers  furnished  by  the  banks.  These  answers,  gene- 
rally, would  seem  to  be  of  so  positive  a  nature  as  in  other  cases 
would  be  deemed  conclusive.  It  is  the  part  of  a  sound  prudence, 
that  we  should  not  lightly  entertain  suspicions  of  impurity  of  mo- 
tive and  conduct,  and  that  opinions  prejudicial  to  the  integrity  and 
reputation  of  any  portion  of  the  community,  ought  to  be  founded 
on  some  rational  evidence. 

Upon  the  subject  of  discounting  paper  payable  in  the  cities,  and 
of  the  sale  of  drafts  at  a  fair  premium,  (not  connected  with  the 
business  of  discounting,)  the  committee  deem  it  here  proper  to  re« 
mark,  that  they  entertain,  not  only  no  doubt  as  to  the  right  of  the 
banks,  to  select  between  paper  payable  in  the  city  and  that  paya- 
ble in  the  country,  but  that  the  selection  of  paper  payable  in  the 
city,  when  made  so  in  good  faith,  is  a  proper  and  discreet  act  on 
the  part  of  the  banks,  and  does  in  truth,  as  they  generally  state  ia 
their  answers,  make  them  more  extensively  useful.  In  doing  so, 
they  are  pursuing  their  legitimate  business;  which  is  the  discount- 
ing of  paper  given  for  value  received,  in  the  course  of  regular  bu- 
siness operations,  and  payable  where  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
trade,  funds  are  to  be  furnished  for  the  payment  of  such  paper. 

When  the  western  purchaser  of  wheat  on  commission,  for  the 
large  dealers  in  this  city,  or  Troy  or  New- York,  offers  to  a  bank 
in  his  neighborhood  for  discount,  the  acceptances  of  such  dealers, 
payable  in  the  city,  it  is  not  only  the  perfect  right,  but  the  duty  of 
the  bank  to  take  such  paper,  instead  of  the  notes  which  may  be  of- 
fered, payable  at  its  counter,  and  which  must  be  renewed  from 
time  to  time. 

So  when  paper  is  drawn  upon  the  city,  for  the  avails  of  proper- 
ty sent  there  for  sale,  and  to  be  payable  out  of  its  proceeds,  every^ 
motive  with  which  the  eommittee  can  suppose  a  correct  business 
man  to  be  actuated,  would  indicate  the  propriety  of  freely  discount- 
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ing  such  paper.  This  is  the  business  for  which  banks  are  institu* 
ted.  If  the  only  paper  which  they  discounted  was  of  this  charac* 
ter,  the  public  could  pot  have  a  higher  security  for  their  bank 
notes  in  circulation,  for  all  the  surplus  productions  of  the  country 
would  be  pledged  for  its  redemption.  The  renewal  or  accommo- 
dation loans,  which  are  made  to  enable  the  person  obtaining  them 
to  purchase,  or  pay  for  farms,  or  erect  buildings,  avail  but  little  to 
relieve  the  bill  holder.  The  demands  for  money  to  be  used  in  this 
way,  are  pressed  upon  the  banks,  and  they  doubtless,  sometimes  to 
gratify  importunate  customers,  take  such  paper,  under  the  circum- 
stances mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  Bank  Commissioners,  where, 
knowing  the  preference  given  to  city  paper,  accommodation  paper 
of  that  description  has  been  discounted,  and  drafts  purchased  to 
take  it  up,  while  to  the  bank*  the  whole  transaction  appeared  to 
be  one  of  a  strictly  business  character. 

It  is  the  available  character  of  the  debt  due  to  the  bank,  that 
furnishes  to  the  bill  holder  the  most  perfect  security.  Wherever 
])aper  is  discounted  by  banks,  to  enable  the  persons  obtaining  the 
loans  to  purchase  the  produce  of  the  country,  or  to  convert  the 
raw  material  into  a  saleable  article,  enhanced  in  price  proportion- 
ed to  the  labor  and  skill  bestoy^cd,  they  will  have  furnished  not 
not  only  for  their  customers  but  the  public,  so  much  circulating  me- 
dium as  the  exchanges  of  the  region  will  require,  and  they  will 
bold  to  redeem  their  bills  in  circulation,  the  marketable  commodi- 
ties of  the  country;  the  merchandize,  the  agricultural  and  manq- 
factured  products,  all  would  be  pledged  to  redeem  this  paper 
which  the  banks  have  set  afloat,  and  their  customers,  whose  drafts 
upon  the  consignees  of  ^uch  products  for  their  avails,  being  held 
by  the  banks,  would  be  the  agents  to  convert  such  property  into 
money  for  the  payment  of  their  own  liabilities. 

This  is  the  legitimate  business  of  banks,  and  when  pursued  is  use- 
ful to  the  customer,  beneficial  to  the  public,  and  profitable  to  them- 
selves. Such  paper  is  almiist  invariably  payable  in  the  cities  where 
the  articles  for  the  purchase  and  manufacture  of  which  it  is  made, 
are  to  be  disposed  of.  Regularly  it  should  be  payable  no  where 
else.  Business  paper;  of  which  it  is  so  frequently  said,  that  it  is 
the  proper  operation  of  banks  to  discount,  is  of  course  payable 
wherever  the  arrangement  between  the  original  parties  to  it  may 
render  convenient.  The  bank  taking  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
place  of  payment,  further  than  to  exercise  the  unquestionable  right 


8  [AamiBLY 

to  give  a  preference  on  account  of  the  piace  of  payment,  as  well 
as  to  the  security  of  the  parties. 

The  committee  have  been  led  to  this  apparent  digression,  in  or- 
der that  the  distinction  should  be  properly  appreciated,  between 
paper  made  payable  abroad,  where  the  object  may  be  to  enable  the 
bank  to  sell  a  draft,  charging  the  premium  of  exchange  at  its  ma- 
turity, and  that  of  the  character  to  which  we  have  referred. 

An  indiscriminate  condemnation  of  the  banks,  because  they  pre- 
fer business  paper,  payable  abroad,  to  that  payable  at  their  coun- 
ters, where  a  renewal  is  more  probable,  would  by  founded  so  ex- 
clusively in  error,  that  it  is  believed  it  would  not  be  entertained  after 
a  little  reflection. 

In  the  executive  message,  the  distinction  is  clearly  pointed  to, 
wherein,  it  is  said  that  the  practice  to  which  allusion  is  made,  is 
distinct  from  the  fair  business  of  discounting  drafts,  and  the  reme- 
dy to  be  applied  to  it,  should  leave  the  right  to  discount  them  in  the 
regular  course  of  business  unimpaired.  To  give  to  the  ordinary 
business  of  loaning  money,  the  form  of  buying  or  selling  drafts  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  usury  with  impunity,  or  as  a  pretext  for  ex- 
tortion, is  the  practice  reprehended- 

The  evil  complained  of  is  to  make  discounts  where  a  motive  for 
so  doing  is  the  sale  of  a  draft  at  a  premium  as  connected  there- 
with.  It  is  easy  to  perceive  that  in  the  variety  of  business  pursu- 
ed, it  may,  and  it  is  known,  that  it  often  does  happen,  that  paper 
made  payable  at  the  cities,  drawn  upon  the  anticipated  proceeds  of 
tlie  sale  of  property  sent  there,  is  required  to  be  renewed  to  prevent 
a  sacrifice  of  property  and  the  consequent  ruin  of  the  owner.  The 
property  may  be  so  depreciated  in  price  before  the  nuiturity  of  the 
paper,  as  imperiously  to  require  of  him  to  procure  the  renewal  of 
such  paper.  An  instance  of  the  kind  occurred  about  three  years 
since,  when  the  price  of  flour  fell  down  so  low  in  market,  that  had 
payment  of  paper  drawn  for  its  proceeds,  and  discounted  by  the 
western  banks,  been  enforced,  it  would  have  seriously  embarrassed 
a  large  proportion  of  the  dealers  in  the  article.  This  instance  will 
show  how  careful  a  discrimination  is  to  be  exercised. 

■ 

The  sale  of  drafts  upon  the  city  for  a  fair  premium  is  not  objec- 
tionable. It  is  the  best,  cheapest  and  mosi  safe  mode  of  transmit- 
ting funds.    The  convenience,  and  of  course  the  demand  for  drafts 


loerfvaM  nmM^wM  i^  profMMrtioA  to  tb^.  diataiiCQ  fr<m  t)i9  cj,fi^9} 
while  in  tiieir  oeighborhood,  where,  ^s  upon  the  riyer,  ^9x\y  o(^ 
portuoities  offer  to  tn^nfinit  money  with  little  comparatjyc,  ris^  an'4 
expense,  ^  far  less  call  exists  for  drafts*  Ip  sdditiojjiy  ^be  paper 
circulating  near  the  city  ia  generally  either  M  par>  or  so  near  \X  af 
not  to  require  or  induce  the  purchase  of  drafts  pr  current  ps^per* 
A  very  large  proportion  of  the  whole  amount  collected  by  IJf ^w* 
York  nierGbants  in  the  western  part  of  the  St!^te»  it^  remitted  t9 
the  city  in  drafts  purchased  of  the  banks  at  a  premium.  It  is  cus* 
tomary  for  country  merchants  to  give  their  notes  payable  at  the 
banks  in  their  neighborhood.  The  amount  of  most  of  such  notes, 
when  paid,  is  transmitted  to  the  city  in  such  drafts.  The  city 
merchant  making  his  collections  through  the  country,  is  able,  by 
the  ready  transmission  of  a  draft  through  the  mail,  to  save  both 
interest  and  risk,  and  pays  the  premium,  under  the  cdnvietion  that 
it  is,  to  him.  a  beneficial  operation,  for  the  reasons  above  mention- 
ed. It  will  readily  be  perceived  why,  in  the  fair  course  of  busi* 
ness,  the  sale  of  drafts  should,  to  the  western  banks,  bo  much 
more  extensive  than  with  those  nearer  the  city.  We  are  not 
aware  that  the  general  rate  of  exchange  charged  is  extravagant 
Though  it  varied  and  increased  during  the  pressure  of  last  winter, 
yet  before  and  since  that  period,  \i  has  probably  not  be^n  so  high 
as  to  be  matter  of  serious  complaint. 

So  far  as  there  has  been  any  adjudication  upon  the  points  invol-* 
▼cd  in  this  inquiry,  whether  the  practices  of  the  banks  have  been 
usurious,  &.C.  1  we  believe  that  the  law  is  settled,  that  the  including 
of  one  per  cent,  for  instance,  in  a  promissary  note,  as  the  difference 
in  the  rate  of  exchange  between  the  place  where  the  payee  of  the 
note  resides,  and  the  place  of  paynient,  is  not  pfr  $e  i^vidence  of 
usury,  when  the  note  thus  is  n^ade  payable'  for  the  acpomn^odar 
lion  of  the  uiaker.  But  where  the  discount  of  paper  payable 
abroad,  is  so  connected  with  the  sale  of  a  draft,  as  that  such  salf 
diall  form  part  of  the  inducement  for  the  operation,  it  biecomief 
censurable;  and,  in  the  language  of  the  Bank  Coqonussioners,' 
whether  done  in  pursuance  of  ni^  express  understanding,  or  so  coiut 
monly  as  to  be  generally  understood  as  a  rule  of  th^  institution, 
and  a  course  of  business  courted  and  favored  I>y  it»  we  efteen^  thf^ 
prmctiee  equally  reprehensible. 

^  The  evidence  of  the  officers  of  the  banks  where  such  a  course 

of  business  was  supposed  to  have  been  pursued,  shows  that  the 
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practice  hat  been  strongly  condemned  by  the  Bank 
and  that  through  their  admonition,  in  many  instances,  a^change  has 
been  produced.  It  wilt  be  found,  on  examinmg  the  answers,  that 
there  is  a  very  great  difference  in  the  amounts  received  for  the  pre- 
miums upon  drafts  sold  by  the  severat  banks.  In  places  very  stntilar- 
ly  situated  the  amounts  vary  from  one  to  about  fix  thousand  dollars. 
Such  a  variance  is  believed  to  be  totally  irrcconcileable  with  the 
supposition  that  it  could  have  been  produced  by  the  fair  sale  of 
drafts  for  the  purposes  of  remission. 

To  show,  in  a  prominent  point  of  view,  the  great  disparity  that 
exists,  it  will  be  found  that  the  amounts  received  by  three  banks 
in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  located  near  each  other  and  in 
adjoining  counties,  is  #18,885.25,  while  that  received  by  fifteen 
others,  westwardly  from  Utica,  is  but  about  the  same  sum.  These 
practices,  which  have  excited  general  inquiry  and  drawn  public 
censure  upon  the  banks,  should  be  corrected.  They  are  calculat- 
ed, independent  of  their  immediate  and  Oppressive  effects  upon  the 
debtors  of  the  banks,  to  involve  in  a  common  suspicion  all  the  in* 
•titutions  of  the  interior  of  the  State;  thus  placing  many  of  themt 
in  a  situation  as  undeserved  as  it  would  be  odious. 

The  Conmvissioners,  in  their  report  upon  this  imtter,  suggest  a 
remedy,  which  they  believe  will  be  effectual;  and  which,  should 
these  practices  be  persevered  in,  they  would  approve.  A  repeal 
of  the  charter  of  an  institution  whose  officers  should,  in  defiance 
of  advice,  of  the  dictates  of  sound  policy,  and  of  the  exercise  of 
fair  and  liberal'  views,  continue  to  pursue  a  course  that  so  well  de- 
serves  the  severest  animadversion. 

• 

The  prospective  repeal  of  a  charter  on  account  of  a  breach  of 
good  faith  on  the  part  of  an  institution,  is  well  calculated  to  bring 
its  officers  to  reflect  on  their  course,  and  by  a  change  of  their 
mode  of  business,  to  endeavor  to  escape  censure  and  a  consequence 
to  them  so  effectual.  '  Such  a  repeal,  in  the  opinion  of  your  com- 
mittee, would,  in  the  present  instance,  be  a  measure  partaking  un* 
duly  of  severity.  Its  effects  would  fall  equally  upon  the  guilty  ma- 
nagers, and  ti'pon  the  innocent  stockholdets,  who  may  well  be  suppo- 
sed not  to  have  been  apprised  of  the 'extent  of  the  oppressive  and 
improper  conduct  of  their  officers;  and  who,  after  the  public  ad- 
monition which  this  investigation  will  furnish,  may  avail  them- 
selves of  their  own  direct  power  upon  their  agents,  to  correct  such 
an  abuse  of  their  trust 


The  committee  kope  and  believe  that  this  ImrestigatioB  will  have 
n  sahitary  Jnfluence,  and  will  tend  to  strengthen  the  opinion  ex* 
pressed  by  the  GommissioAers,  that  the  practices  complained  oif 
will  not  be  resumed.  It  is  difficult  to  suggest,  or  to  frame  any  pro- 
visions  that  may  not  be  abused  or  evaded,  on  the  one  hand.;  or  on 
the  other,  that  shall  not  embarrass  the  fair  operations  <^  institu- 
tions disposed  to  pursue  a  proper  and  useful  course  of  business.— 
A  determined  disposition  to  evade  any  iaw^  and  to  break  over  re- 
atraint  hereafter,  can  be  repressed  in  such  a  manner^  as  that  at 
least,  with  such  a  bank,  the  possibility  of  further  misconduct  shall 
be  extinguished.  It  will  doubtless  be  a  wiser  measure  to  indicate 
to  them  clearly^  that  the  Legislature  wiU  hold  them  responsible  in 
future  for  the  practice  of  such  a  course  ef  husiness  as  has  drawn 
forth  this  censure,  than  to  attempt  -to  meet  and  provide  for  every 
case  that  may  bo  suggested. 

While  It  is  proper  and  necessary  to  provide  against  the  receipt 
by  the  banks  of  the  premium  on  drafts  which  are  to  be  used  or  ap- 
plied in  payment  of  debts  due  to  them,  and  to  enlarge  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  Commissioners,  the  committee  bdieve  that  the 
most  effectual  check  which  can  be  interposed,  will  be  to  make  the 
tenure  of  their  corporate  existence  dependent  upon  the  fair  manner 
in  which  they  exercise  the  powers  granted  to  them. 

The  committee  have  prepared  a  bill,  which  they  now  ask  leave 
to  introduce. 


to 
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Copy  of  Cireular  addrcMed  to  the  Banks. 

ASSEMBLY  CHAMBER, 
Albany^  January  2Stk^  1835. 

SIR— 

Aocoropanyiog  this  voa  will  receive  the  copy  of  a  resolution 
adopted  yesterday,  'and  also  of  iDterrogatories  prepared  pursuaal 
thereto,  which  have  been  approved  by  the  House  of  Assonnbly. 

An  immediate  answer  in  writing,  under  oath,  responsive  to  the 
several  and  respective  interrogatories  is  desired  from  you,  addres- 
sed to  the  undersigned. 

It  is  hoped  Chat  as  little  delay  as  possible  will  intervene  between 
the  receipt  of  this  by  you,  and  your  furnishing  the  answers  de- 
sired. 

By  order  of  the  committee  on  the  incorporation  and  alteration  of 
the  charters  of  baakipg  and  insurance  companies. 

JOHN  WILKINSON,  Ckairmam. 

To 


«TATE  OF  NEW-YORK,  •  ) 
In  AssBinLT,  Jan.  27,  ISSft.  ) 

^solvedy  that  the  standing  committee  on  the  incorporation  and 
alteration  of  the  charters  of  banking  and  insurance  campanics  be 
instructed  to  address  interrogatories  to  the  presidents  and  cashiers, 
or  other  officers,  of  the  several  banks  under  the  safety  fund,  (except 
those  in  the  city  of  New- York,)  requiring  immediate  answers  m 
writing*  to  such  interrogatories,  under  oath,  touching,  the  practice 
referred  to  in  the  Governor's  Message,  of  exacting  premiums  on 
drafts  as  connected  with  the  business  of  discounting,  and  also 
touching  the  practice,  if  any  such  exist,  of  causing  their  customers 
when  applying  for  loans,  to  make  the  notes  offered  for  discount 
payable  at  a  distant  plaee  on  which  such  banks  may  be  in  the  habit 
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of  ■elliiiig  drafts  at  a  premiom,  and  alto  toachin^  any  other  prac- 
tices inconsistent  with  fair  desJings  on  the  part  of  these  institutions 
towards  the  public. 

And  it  is  farther  resolved,  That  the  said  committee  have  power 
(should  they  find  it  necessary)  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and 
that  they  report  to  this  Hoose  the  result  of  their  investigations 
with  all  convenient  speed. 

By  order, 

R  REYNOLDS,  Jr.  Clerk. 


INTERROGATORIES 

To  be  addressed  to  the  Presidents^  Cashiers  or  ike  other  Oftcers  of 
the  several  Banks  in  this  State  under  tke  Safety  Fund^  {except 
those  in  the  ct^y  of  JVV10- Fori,)  under  the  resolution  upon  that  sulh 
ject  adopted  by  the  JtssemMy^  January  27,  1885. 

1st.  Has  the  bank  of  which  you  are  an  officer,  when  applied  to 
for  the  discount  of  paper,  compelled,  required,  encouraged,  or  re- 
commended, directly  or  indirectly,  the  person  so  applying,  to  make 
his  paper  payable  at  places  onr  which  your  bank  was  in  the  habit  of 
selling  drafts  at  a  premium  T 

2d.  Has  your  bank  refused  to  make  discounts  unless  the  paper 
so  ofiered  was  made  payable  at  Albany  or  New- York  7 

8d.  Has  your  bank  discounted  paper  payable  at  either  Albany 
or  New- York;  the  officers  of  the  bank,  or  any  of  them;  knowing 
or  .having  reason  to  believe,  that  the  person  properly  liable  for  the 
payment  of  such  paper,  would  not  have  funds  at  its  maturity,  at 
the  place  of  payment! 

4th.  Has  your  bank  discounted  such  paper,  payable  at  Albany 
or  New-York,  the  officers  of  the  bank,  or  any  of  them ;  knowing 
or  having  reason  to  believe,  or  expect  that  the  person  obtaining 
the  discount,  would,  previous  to,  or  at  the  maturity  of  his  paper, 
purchase  of  your  institution  a  draft  to  be  used  in  the  payment  of 
such  paper  so  discounted  by  yout 

5th.  Has  your  bank  discounted  such  paper,  payable  at  either 
Albany  or  New- York,  under  an  express  understanding  or  arrange- 
ment with  the  person  obtaining  the  discount,  that  be  or  any  other 
person,  should,  at  the  maturity  of  the  paper,  purcjiase  of  your  bank 
a  draft  on  the  place  at  which  his  paper  was  so  payable  ? 

6th.  Has  your  bank  discounted  a  draft  or  note,  the  offices  of  the 
bank,  or  any  of  them,  knowing  or  having  reason  to  believe  that  the 
proceeds  of  such  draft  or  note  would  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
a  draft  from  your  institution  at  aprennium;  to  be  used  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  taking  up  a  previously  discounted  draft  of  note  belonging 
to  your  institution  ? 

7th.  Has  your  bank  sold  a  draft  or  drafts,  the  officers  of  the 
bank,  or  any  of  them,  knowing  or  having  reason  to  believe  that 
the  draft  or  drafts  so  sold,  were  to  be  used  or  applied  to  the  pay- 
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meitt  of  any  note  or  draft  due  to  year  bank,  and  payable  at  Alba- 
ny or  New- York  1 

8ih.  What  amount  has  been  received  by  your  bank  for  premi- 
urns  on  drafts  sold  by.  you  during  the  last  year? 

9th.  What  proportion  of  the  drafts  sold  by  your  bank  during  the 
last  year,  has  been  applied  as  payment  upon  debts,  notes  or  drafts 
due  to  your  bank  7 

10th.  In  how  many  instances  has  your  bank,  during  the  last 
year,  sold  drafts  to  be  used  by  the  purchaser  in  paying  notes, 
drafts  or  debts  due  to  your  bank  t 

11th.  Has  your  bank  ever  discounted  paper,  the  officers  of  the 
bank,  or  any  of  them,  expecting,  or  havmg  reason  to  believe  that 
your  bank  would  be  enabled  to  sell  to  .the  person  obtaining  the 
discount,  a  draft  at  a  premium,  to  be  used  by  him  in  the  payment 
of  his  discounted  paper? 

12th.  Has  your  bank,  in  all  instances,  sent  or  remitted  the  paper 
discounted  by  it,  to  the  place  of  payment? 

13th.  In  any  instance  when  you  have  not  so  sent  the  discounted 
paper  to  the  place  at  which  it  was  payable,  has  your  bank  or  any 
of  its  officers  required  or  received  the  premium  on  a  draft  or  drafts 
upon  the  place  where,  such  paper  was  payable  ? 

14th.  Has  your  bank,  when  such  discounted  paper  has  not  been 
tent  to  the  place  of  payment,  required  or  received  the  payment  of 
any  charges  for  postage,  protest  or  other  disbursements,  as  con* 
nected  vrith^  or  claimed,  as  accruing  upon  such  discounted  paper  ? 

15th.  How  long  has  your  bank  pursued  the  business  of  requir- 
ing the  paper  of  your  customers,  or  a  portion  of  them,  to  be  made 
payable  at  Albany  or  New*  York,  and  of  selling  drafts  to  pay  such 
paper? 

16th.  If  you  have  desisted  from  this  kind  of  business,  when  did 
you  so  desist? 

17th.  Have  you,  as  an  officer  of  the  bank,  been  admonished  or 
advised,  that  the  buriness  of  requiring  paper  payable  at  a  distant 
place,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  bank  to  sell  a  draft  to  take 
up  such  paper,  was  improper,  and  should  be  discontinued  ? 

18th.  Have  you  used  the  funds  of  your  bank,  or  procured  money 
from  your  bank,  with  which  you  have,  for  your  private  benefit, 
purchased  paper  at  a  discount  beyond  the  legal  rate  ? 

10th.  How  many  notes  or  drafts  has  your  bank  received  or  dia- 
counted  within  the  ninety  days  next  preceding  January  1st,  1835, 
which  are  payable  at  Albany  or  New- York  ? 

20th.  Has  your  bank  appointed,  authorized,  or  in  any  manner 
employed  an  agent  or  agents,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring,  recom- 
mending, or  receiving  paper  for  discount,  with  the  understanding 
on  the  part  of  the  bank,  or  any  of  its  officers,  that  such  agent 
should  charge  to,  or  receive  from  the  person  applying  for,  or  ob- 
taining the  discount,  any  commission  or  compensation  for  the  ser- 
vices of  such  agent;  and  if  so,  at  what  rate? 
I  21st.  Is  your  bank  ia  the  practice,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  re- 

quiring those  who  obtain  discounts  from  it,  to  make  their  paymenta 
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in  the  notes  of  banks  other  than  yoor  own;  and  if  so,  for  what 
reason  t 

22d.  Has  any  paper  been  presented  at  your  bank  for  discount, 
been  declined  or  refused,  and  the  same  subsequently  presented  by 
a  broker  or  any  other  person,  and  discobnted;  and  has  nny  oflScer 
of  your  bank  participated,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  profits  of 
*  the  endorsement  or  brokerage  of  any  such  paper,  or  any  other 
paper  presented  at  your  bank  for  discount  t 

29d.  Have  any  loanb  been  made  by  discounts  or  otherwise,  to 
any  broker  for  the  busiuess  of  exchange  or  brokerage,  in  which 
any  officer  of  your  bank  was  interested,  directly  or  indirectly;  and 
if  so,  what  is  the  amount  of  such  loans  for  the  ninety  days  next 
preceding  January  1,  1835? 

24th.  Has  your  bank  employed  any  broker  or  brokers  or  other 
person  or  persons  in  the  city  of  New- York  or  elsewhere,  and  fur- 
nished htm  or  them  with  funds  for  the  purchase,  at  a  discount,  of 
the  bills  of  your  bank  with  the  view  to  gain  t 

25th.  Has  the  bank,  of  which  you  are  an  officer,  or  any  of  its 
officers  made  it  a  condition,  directly,  indirectly  or  impliedly,  of 
the  discounting  of  any  note,  draft  or  other  evidence  of  debt,  that 
the  borrower  should  receive  therefor,  the  notes  or  bills  of  other 
bank  or  banks,  at  par — which  notes  were  not  at  the  time  current 
or  of  par  value  at  your  bank;  or  the  notes  or  bills  of  banks  out  of 
the  United  States,  or  out  of  this  State,  which  were  not  ai  the 
time  current  and  bankable  at  your  institution  t  If  yea,  have  such 
depreciated  notes  or  bills  been  received  or  taken  by  such  borrower 
of  your  bank,  or  any  officer  or  officers  thereof,  at  par,  in  pursu- 
ance of  such  understanding  or  condition  T  What  amount  oi  such 
depreciated  paper  has  been  so  paid  out  by  your  bank  or  any  of  its 
officers  or  agents  on  behalf,  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  bank  ?  What 
was  the  current  value  of  such  paper  at  the  counter  of  your  bank 
at  the  time  it  was  so  paid  out  t  VVhat  was  the  current  value  of  it 
at  the  town,  city  or  village  where  it  was  so  paid  outt  And  was 
the  same  received  or  taken  by  your  bank,  or  any  of  its  officers,  or 
agents,  on  behalf  or  for  the  benefit  of  your  bank,  at  less  than  par; 
and  if  so,  at  what  per  cent  discount  ? 

26th.  Has  your  bank,  by  any  of  the  practices  alluded  to  in  the 
foregoing  interrogatories,  or  by  any  other  means,  (and  if  so,  by 
what  means,)  adopted  a  course  of  business,  with  the  intention  on 
the  part  of  its  officers,  or  any  of  them,  of  receiving  more  than  the 
legal  rate  on  paper  discounted  by  you  t 


ANSWERS 

To  the  preceding  interrogatories,  from  the  officers  of 
the  sevenl  banks  to  which  they  were  addressed* 

BROOKLYN  BANK. 

The  answer  of  the  Brooklyn  Bank,  by  Robert  J.  Cromraelni> 
cashier  thereof,  to  the  several  interogatories  propounded  to  him  by - 
order  of  the  Assembly  of  this  State,  through  toe  honorable  John 
Wilkinson,  chaimnap  of  the  committee  on  the  incorpoi-ation  and  al- 
teration of  the  charters  of  banking  and  insurance  companies;  a 
copy  of  which  interrogatories  is  hereunto  annexed. 

The  said  Robert  J.  Crommulin,  in  answer  to  the  1st,  2d,  Sd, 
4th,  5th,  iSth  and  7xh  interrogatories,  answers,  It  has  not. 
To  the  8th  and  9th,  Not  one  cent 
To  the  10th,  In  no  instance. 
To  the  1 1  th,  It  has  not. 

To  the  12th,  It  has,  in  the  following  manner:  Notes  discount- 
ed by  the  Brooklyn  Bank,  dated  in  the  city  of  New- York,  and 
elsewhere,  always  have  been,  and  are,  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business,  tnLnsmitted  to  the  banks  in  the  city  of  New-York  for 
collection. 
To  the  13th,  It  has  not. 

To  the  14th,  The  bank  has  uniformly  sent  their  notes  as  above 
slated,  and  have  not,  therefore,  made  any  cliarges  as  named  in  this 
interroffatory. 
To  the  15th.  It  has  never  done  any  such  business. 
To  the  16th,  The  same  as  last  above. 

To  the  ITih,  He  has  never  had  occasion  for  such  admonition  or 
advice,  and  has  never  received  such. 
To  the  18th,  He  has  not. 

To  the  10th,  He  has  not  received  nor  discounted  any  notes  or. 
drafts  made  payable  in  New- York  or  Albany,  except  as  stated  in 
the  answer  to  the  12th  interrogatory. 
To  the  20th  and  2l8t,  It  has  not 
To  the  22d,  It  has  never  done  any  such  business. 
To  the  23d,  No  such  loans  have  ever  been  made. 
To  the  24th,  It  has  not. 

To  the  25th,  It  has  never  done  any  such  business. 
To  the  26th«  It  has  not,  by  any  of  the  means  mentioned  in  the 
said  interrogatories,  or  othervvise.  adopted  a  course  of  bysiness, 
with  the  intention,  on  the  part  of  ita  officers,  of  receiving  more 
thao  the  legal  rate  of  interest  on  paper  discounted., 

R.  J.  CROMMEUN,  Cashier. 
Brooklyn,  Ff6.  4,  1834. 
[AMon.  No.  ttO.]  • 
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UnITSD   STATUi  OF  AmBSICU, 

SiaU  of  Jfew-York^ 
Ckmniy  of  Kingt^ 

Be  it  known,  that  on  the  fourth 
day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five,  before  miet  Ric^rd  D.  Covert,  a  public  nota- 
ry in  and  for*  the  State  of  New-York,  duly  commissioned  and 
sworn,  dwelling  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  personally  came  Robert 
J.  Crommelin,  Esq.,  cashier  of  the  Brooklyn  Bank,  who  being  by 
me  duly  sworn,  did  depose  and  say,  that  the  foregoiiKg  answers  to 
the  interrogatories  hereunto  annexed,  and  signed  by  him,  are  in  all 
respects  true.-  In  testimony  wh6reof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed 
my  name,  and  affixed  my  teal  of  office,  the  day  and  year  last  above 
wvittan* 

(b.  a.]  R.  D«  COVERT,  AWory  Puft/jc. 


WESTCHESTER  COUNTY  BANK* 

The  answers  of  Isaac  Seymour,  cashier  of  the  Westchester 
County  Bank,  to  the  several  interrogatories  addressed  to  htm  by 
the  standing  committee  on  the  incorporation  and  alteration  of  the 
charters  of  banking  and  insurance  companies,  in  pnrsuance  of  a 
resolution  of  the  honorable  the  Assembly  of  the  otate  of  x\ew« 
York,  of  the  87  th  January,  1886. 

To  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th  and  5th  interrogatories,  this  deponent 
answers  in  thei  negative,  unqualifiedly,  to  each  and  every  or  those 
interrogatories. 

To  the  tfiU  interrogatory,  this  deponent  answers,  that  in  set^en 
instances,  and  in  seven  instances  only,  this  institution,  having  in 
its  usual  and  ordinary  course  of  business,  discounted  notes,  the 
parties  to  which  resided  in  New* York  and  the  notes  payable  there; 
this  institution  was  applied  to  for  a  renewal  of  those  notes«  or  for 
loans  to  meet  the  notes  so  discounted;  in  which  cases  the  patties 
to  the  notes  desired  a  draft,  payable  in  New- York,  for  the  pro* 
ceeds  of  the  paper  so  discounted,  and  in  those  instances  this  institu- 
tion gave  drafts,  at  the  request  of  the  parties  for  whose  benefit 
those  discounts  were  made,  payable  in  New-sYork,  and  for  the  pur« 
pose  of  taking  up  the  previous  notes. 

T«*  the  7th  interrogatory,  this  deponent  answe>s  in  the  nega- 
tive, with  the  exception  of  the  instances  stated  in  his  answer  to  the 
last  interrogatory. 

To  the  8th  and  9th  interrosratory,  this  deponent  answers  and 
says,  that  the  whole  amount  of  the  drafts  sold  by  this  bank  in  the 
course  of  this  last  year,  is  tG9,207.01,  of  which.  $7,156.49  was 
applied  to  the  paylnent  of  the  seven  not^s  alluded  to  in  his  answer 
to  the  6th  interrogatory.  The  whole  amount  of  premium  of  said 
drafts,  is  9307.05.  No  premium  has  been  charged  by  this  bank 
for  drafts  on  New* York  or  Albany  since  June  last. 


N*.  9M.]  n 

To  the  IMh  lolerrogatdry,  this  df^pottenl  answef*  iev«fi»  m$ftmt 
tiooed  in  ht«  answt^r  to  tlio  6ih  interrogatory* . 

Toliie  lltb  iaterrogatory,  thin  deponeojl  aoeweni  io  the  negi^ 
tive«  with  the  qualification  mentioned  in  his  answer  to  the  6Ui  it^ 
lerrogatory. 

To  the  12th  interrogatory,  this  deponent  answers  in  the  af* 
firmative^  wiikmU  a  simgh  evc^tion. 

To  the  13th,  Uib^  15th,  16tb  and  17th  interrogatories,  this  de<- 
ponsnt  says,  that  he  supposes  his  answer  to  the  ISth  interrogato* 
ry  renders  it  unneoessary  to  answer  these  ioterroffatoriess  but  h^ 
states,  that  no  fact  or  circamstaDce  has  occurred  in  this  institu* 
tioo  ailuded  to  in  these  interreoatories*    « 

To  the  18th  interrogatoiy,  this  deponent  answers,  unqualifiedly, 
in  the  negative. 

To  the  10th  interrogatory,  this  deponent  answers  and  says,  that 
two  hundred  and  forty^fonr  notes  and  drafts,  amounting  to  $152,^ 
654.56,  payable  in  New-York  and  Albany,  have  been  discnuntud 
by  this  bank  within  the  ninety  days  next  preceding  the  1st  Janua- 
ry, 1635. 

To  the  20th,  21st,  22d  and  23d  interrogatories,  this  deponent  an* 
awers,  fully  and  unqualifiedly,  in  the  negative. 

To  the  24th  interrogatory,  this  deponent  says,  that  for  the  first 
/our  or  five  months,  after  this  bank  commenced  business,  the  fol* 
lowing  arrangement  was  made  with  brokers  in  the  city  of  New* 
York,  with  whom  this  bank  kept  an  account*     The  brokers  were 
to  receive  from  this  bank  all  its  bills  of  other  banks,  which  were 
eonsidered  uncurrent  in  the  city  of  New-York,  at  a  stipulated  rate 
of  discount;  with  which  funds  the  said  brokers  redeemed  the  notei 
of  this  bank  at  the  regular  market  pi  ice  in  New- York;  upon  the 
amount  of  the  notes  thus  redeemed,  this  bank  was  credited  by  its 
brokers  with  ^V  ^^^  sometimes  with  I  of  one  per  cent.    This  ar- 
rangement  was  made  more  with  a  view  to  convenience  than  gain, 
and  the  amount  thus-credited  to  this  bank  by  its  brokers,  was  Mre* 
ly  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  attending  the  putting  up  and 
transmission   to  this  bank,  the  bills  so  received  by  h^  brokers/ 
Tliis  arrangement  and  practice  early  last  spring,  was  freely  and 
frankly  disclosed  to  the  Bank  Commissioners,  who  deemed  it  im- 
proper, and  this  bank  accordingly,  immediately  discontinued  that 
practice,  and  soon  after  made  an  arranji^ement  with  the  Merchants' 
Exchange  Bank  of  New- York,  to  receive  the  bills  of  this  btnk,  of 
all  denominations,  at  par. 

To  the  25th  interrogatory,  this  deponent  answers,  that  in  some 
instances,  notes  have  been  discounted  and  the  borrower  paid  in  the 
bills  of  other  banks;  all  of  which  bills  so  paid  out,  were  received 
by  this  bank,  in  the  course  of  its  ordinary  business,  at  par;  and 
such  bills  have  been  current  and  received  at  par  in  this  village  and 
the  surrounding  country,  in  all  busipess  transactions;  with  this 
explanation,  this  deponent  answers  said  interrogatory  in  the  ne- 
)       gative. 

To  the  26th  and  last  interrogatory,  this  deponent  answers  and 
says,  that  this  bank  adopted  no  practice^  aNudid  to  in  <h6  fcrogo- 
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ittfl^  iniermgatoriev,  or  pamUMl  any  other  meaiis,  or  adopted  a 
course  of  business  with  the  inteBtion,  on  the  part  of  its  officers,  of 
receiving  more  th»n  the  legal  rate  of  interest  on  paper  diseovnl* 
ed  by  this  institution. 

ISAAC  SEYMOUR. 

Wettchfsier  County^  m. — ^The  above  named  Isaac  Seymour, 
cashier  of  the  Westchester  County  Bank,  was.  on  this  5ih  day  of 
February,  1835,  sworn  before  me,  tfiat  the  foregoing  answers  by 
him  subscribed,  are  true  in  substance  and  matter  of  fact. 

DANIEL  W.  BIRDSALL, 

Comimisrioner  of  Deedg. 


BANK  OF  NEWBURGH. 

SIR: 

I  have  received  your  favor  of  28th  utt  accompanied  by  a  res<^> 
lution  from  the  standing  committee  on  the  inccorporation  and  alte- 
ration of  the  charters  of  banking  and  insurance  comfmnies,  of 
which  you  are  chairman,  calling  forth  answers  to  interrogatories 
therewith  annexed. 

Below,  I  give  you  my  answers  in  detail,  agreeable  to  the  inter- 
rogatories. 

I  am,  respectfullv,  yours,  Ac 

LEVI  dodge,  Cashier. 
Hon.  John  Wilkinson, 

Chairman  of  the  committee  on  banks  and 

insurance  companieSj  in  Jhsembi^. 

To  the  1st,  2d,  8d,  4th,  5th,  6th  and  7th,  No. 

To  the  8th.  This  I  can  answer  by  saying,  that  I  am  not  in  any 
case  in  the  habit  of  charging  any  of  our  dealers  a  premium  for  a 
draft  either  on  Albany  or  New- York,  but  have  occasionally  charg- 
ed persons  who,  for  their  own  convenience,  prefer  paying  a  pre- 
mium, in  preference  to  carrying  small  bills. 

To  the  0th,  None  to  my  knowledge. 

To  the  lOth,  None. 

To  the  11th,  No. 

To  the  1 2th,  Yes,  in  all  cases. 

To  the  18th,  and  14th,  No. 

To  the  16th,  We  have  never  pursued  this  course  of  business. 

To  the  16th,  The  answer  to  question  16th  is  sufficient  for  this. 

To  the  17th  and  18th,  No. 

To  the  10th,  One  hundred  and  sixty^three  notes  and  drafts, 
amounting  to  about  980,464*60. 

To  the  20th,  No. 

To  the  21  St,  We  are  ever  desirous  to  receive  foreign  current 
notes;  but  never  dictate  to  the  payer  what  he  shall  pay. 

To  the  22d, .  None. 

To  the  2ad  andMftb^  No. 
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To  the  25th,  We  are  not  in  the  habit  of  receiving  any  other 
thao  current  notes  at  oar  counter*  I.  however,  do  not  hesitate  to 
receive  occasionaiiy  some  that  may  be  ofllered,  either  in  payment 
of  notes,  or  to  maiLe  up  a  certain  amount  to  deposit;  sometimes  le* 
ceive  oncurrent  money  enclosed,  but  always  receive  it  as  we  pay 
it  out,  at  par;  but  never  compel  any  person  to  receive  it.  What 
little  we  get,  we  endeavor  to  dispose  of  it  advantageosly  to  our- 
selves, and  the  receiver.  The  amount  thus  received  is  small,  but 
could  not  tell  the  exact  amount 

To  the  26th,  To  this  I  answer,  that  we  bsve  our  guide,  '*  the 
law,"  to  receive  all  we  are  entitled  to,  but  never  to  receive  more 
than  the  legal  interest,  to  pursue  the  course  of  banking  business 
fearlessly,  but  legally  and  honestly . 

I  am^  respectfully,  your^s,  tic. 

LEVI  DODGE. 

Ormnge  County^  ss. — Levi  Dodge,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  New- 
burgh«  teing  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  the  foregoing 
are  true  aaswers.to  the  several  interrogatories  put  to  this  deponent 
in  parsoance  to  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly,  passed  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
five. 

LEVI  DODGE,  Ca$kier. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this  Gth  day  > 
of  February,  1885,  before  me.        ) 

B.  H.  Mace, 

Cammissiuner  of  Deeds* 


HIGHLAND  BANK, 

The  joint  and  several  answers  of  Gilbert  Ogden  Powler,  presi- 
dent, and  Thomas  C.  Rinff,  cashier,  of  the  Highland  Bank,  in  the 
village  of  Newburgh,  to  Uie  several  interrogatories  propounded  to 
them  by  the  chairman  of  the  standing  committee  on  the  incorpora- 
tion of  banks,  &c.,  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New- York, 
which  are  hereto  annexed : 

The  said  president  and  cashier  answering  on  oath,  depose  as  fol- 
lows: 

To  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th  and  7th  interrogatories,  and  to 
each  of  them,  they  answer,  .No. 

To  the  8th,  0th  and  10th  interrogatories,  they  answer  that  said 
bank»  has  never  sold  any  drafts  to  any  person  whatever,  for  any 
prennium  whatever. 

i  To  the  1 1th  interrogatory,  they  answer  that  said  bank  never  has 

discounted  any  paper  whatever,  under  any  such  or  similar  expec- 
tation or  belief,  as  inquired  of  in  said  interrogatory. 

)  lo  the  12ih,  I3th  and  14th  interrogatories,  they  answer  that 

laid  bank  has,  in  every  instance,  sent  the  paper  discounted  by  it 
to  the  place  designated  in  the  note  or  paper  aiscounted,  as  the  place 
of  payment 


To  the  1 5th  and  16th  interrogatorriM,  thej  asiwer  that  Mid  baak 
has  never  required  that  any  paper  oflbred  toiaid  bank  for  diaeonot, 
should  be  payable  either  at  New* York  or  Albany,  and  that  they 
have  never  sold  any  draft  either  to  pay  any  paper  disoounted  bj 
said  bank,  or  for  any  other  porpoae* 

To  the  17th  and  18th  interrogatories,  and  to  eaeh  of  them,  they 
answer;  No. 

To  the  19th  interropfatory,  they  answering  say,  that  said  baidi 
has  discounted,  within  the  ninety  days  next  preceding  the  first  day 
of  January  last,  one  nMe  payable  at  Albany*  for  two  hundred  and 
seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  and  that  the  Mid  bank  has  disconnted 
wKhin  the  period  last  aforesaid,  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  notes 
and  drafts  payable  at  New- York,  amounting  to  ninety  thousand 
one  hundrM  and  twenty  dollars  and  foiHy-two  cents,  and  that  said 
notes  and  drafts  were  business  paper. 

To  the  20th  interrogatory,  they  answer  that  said  bank  never  has 
appointed,  nor  authorized,  nor  in  any  manner  employed  any  agent 
for  any  such  purpose  as  is  inquired  about  in  said  interrogatory. 

To  the  21  St  interrogatory,  they  answer  that  said  bank  never,  in 
any  manner,  directly  or  indirectly,  required  thoae  who  have  ob- 
tained discounts  there  to  pay  their  notes  or  paper  in  the  hills  or 
notes  of  any  other  bank. 

To  the  fMi  interrogatory  they  answer  that,  in  no  instance  what- 
ever, has  any  paper  that  has  been  presented  at  said  bank  for  dis- 
count and  been  refused,  again  been  presented  there  for  diaoonot,  or 
been  discounted  by  said  bank  for  any  broker,  or  any  other  person, 
and  in  no  instance,  within  the  knowledge  or  belief  of  these  depo- 
nents, has  any  officer  or  director  of  said  bank,  directly  or  indirect* 
ly,  made  or  participated  in  any  profit  in  the  endorsement  or  bro* 
kera|i!e  of  any  paper  discounted  by  said  bank,  or  presented  there 
for  discount. 

To  the  2Sd  interrogatory  they  say,  that  the  said  bank  has  never 
mado  any  loan,  in  any  manner,  to  any  broker  for  the  purpose  of 
exchange  or  brokerage,  and  that  therefore,  no  officer  of  said  bank, 
could  have  been  interested  directly  or  indirectly  in  any  such  loans. 

To  the  24th  interrogatory,  they  answer  that  said  bank  has  never 
employed  any  broker,  or  any  other  person,  in  the  city  of  New- 
York  or  elsewhere,  to  purchase  the  bills  of  said  bank  at  a  discount, 
nor  has  any  person  been  furnished  with  funds  by  said  bank  for  any 
such  purpose. 

To  the  25th  interrogatory  they  say,  that  said  bank*  or  any  of  its 
officers,  has  never,  directly  or  indirectly  or  impliedly,  made  it  a 
condition  of  the  discounting  of  any  paper  ofibred  to  them  tor  dis- 
count, that  the  borrower  should  receive  therefor,  the  notes  or  billm 
of  any  other  bank  at  par  or  in  any  other  way,  neither  current  nor 
uncurrent  notes,  nor  has  said  bank  ever  paid,  in  any  instance,  any 
of  its  borrowers  for  paper  of  any  kind  discounted  by  them,  in 
any  thing  else  than  notes  of  said  bank,  or  in  bills  of  other  banks 
which  were  current  at  the  said  bank,  and  in  the  place  where  th^ 
same  is  located. 

To  the  26th  and  last  interrogatory,  they  answering  say,  tbm.t 
aaid  bank  has  nevar,  in  any  iaacaaoa^  by  any  praotiM  i&ded  to  iia 
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the  wbob  or  any  one  of  mid  iotemmtories,  nor  by  any  oApr 
moaof  whatever,  adopted  a  course  of  business,  or  done  any  busU 
ness  with  the  intention  on  the  part  of  its  offices,  or  any  of  them,  of 
roceiviogniore  than  the  legal  rate  of  interest  or  discount  on  any 
paper  discounted  by  said  bank. 

GILBERT  OGDEN  FOWLER, 

THos.  c.  ring: 

Sebaerihed  and  sworn  before  me  this  i 
Oth  day  of  February,  1835.  ] 

Theoborb  S.  Fisk, 
ti  Sufrem§  Court  CommiMiianer  in 

and  for  the  county  of  Orangt. 


ORANGE  COUNTY  BANK. 

Answem  to  the  several  interrogatories  hereunto  annexed,  sub» 
mitled  purscnrnt  to  the  resolotioii  of  the  honorable  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  New- York. 

A.  8w  Murray,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Orange  county,  answers 
to  the  Ist,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th  and  7th  interrogatories,  unquali* 
fiediy  in  the  negative. 

To  theSCh,  said  A.  S«  Murray  answers,  that  said  bank  has  sold 
drafts  duriiig  the  last  year,  to  the  amount  of  02,205 « 60,  for  which 
has  been  received  Q  premium  of  06.55. 

To  the  0th,  said  A.  S.  Murray  answers,  not  one  cent. 

To  the  10th,  said  A.  S.  Murray  answers,  not  in  any  instance. 

To  the  1 1  th,  said  A.  S.  Murray  answers,  not  to  his  knowledge 
or  belief,  in  any  instance* 

To  the  12th,  said  A.  S.  Murray  answers  ia  the  affirmative,  in 
ererv  instance.  ^ 

To  the  18th,  said  A.  S.  Murray  answers,  no  such  instance  e.ver 
occurred. 

To  the  14th,  said  A.  S*  Murray  answers  in  the  negative. 

To  the  15th,  said  A.  S.  Murray  answers,  that  in  no  case  has 
nch  requirement  been  made. 

T«^the  16th,  said  A.  S.  Murray  answers  by  referring  to  his  an- 
swer to  the  15th  interrogatory. 

To  the  17th,  said  A.  S.  Murray  answers,  that  ho  has  never  been 
admonished  or  advised  on  the  subject  embraced  in  said  interroga- 
torVt  because  no  soch  requirement  has  been  made. 

'ro  the  18th,  said  A.  8.  Murray  answers  in  the  negative. 

To  the  lOtb,  said  A.  S.  Murray  answers,  that  said  bank  has  re- 
ceived and  discounted  within  the 'ninety  days  next  preceding  1st  of 
January,  twenty-nine  notes  and  drafts  payable  in  New- York,  a- 
■aoufiting  to  #12,068  02.  Said  respondent  respectfully  adds  to  the 
above  interrogatory,  that  the  said  notes  were  in  almost  every  in* 
stance,  ofiered  by  citizens  of  this  county,  who  had  received  them 
in  payment  for  products  of  the  pounty  sold  in  New- York  market, 
and  the  drafu  are  drawn  and  ofiered  by  manufacturers  on  tbeir 
agents  in  New*York,  who  vend  their  cloths,  ftc.,  the  whole  in  eve- 
ry inotaneoi  beiog  a  regular  hms^m  traasactioii^ 
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To  the  30th,  said  A.  S.  Murray  amwen  in  tlie  negative. 

To  the  21 8t^  said  A.  S.  Murray  answers  also  ip  tl^  negative. 

To  the  22d,  said  A.  S*  Murray  answers  also  in  the  negative. 

To  the  28d,  said  A.  S.  Murray  answers,  not  any  to  tw  knowi- 
edge  or  belief  of  the  respondent. 

To  the  24th,  said  A.  S.  Murray  answers,  that  no  funds  have 
been  furnished  to  any  person  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  at  a 
.  discount  the  bills  of  said  bank;  but  as  a  further  answer  lo  said  in- 
terrogatory, said  respondent  saith  that  the  mode  of  redeeming  our 
bills  in  the  city  of  New- York,  is.  and  has  been  for  a  number  of 
years,  as  follows^  at  the  request  of  some  of  the  brokers  and  others, 
we  have  redeemed  our  notes  in  New-York,  at  par  value,  through 
an  agent  who  gave  them  our  draft  in  New-York,  for  the  amount 
of  our  bills,  sftid  brokers  allowing  i  per  cent  for  the  risk  and  ex- 
pense of  transporting  the  necessarv  funds  to  and  from  New-York. 
We  also,  in  the  month  of  October  fast,  made  an  arrangement  with 
Thomas  W.  Olcott,  cashier  of  Mechanics*  and  Fanners*  Bank.  Al- 
bany, at  his  request,  to  redeem  what  notes  he  may  receive  of  thin 
bank,  in  the  city  of  New- York,  he  sealing  them  and  delivering  them 
to  our  agent  in  New-York,  and  allowing  i  per  cent  for  risk  and 
expense  as  above  stated. 

To  the  25th,  said  A.  S.  Murray  answers  that  said  bank  has  in 
some  instances,  discounted  notes  for  individuals,  they  agreeing  to 
receive  bills  of  other  banks,  but  said  bills  were  invariably  received 
at  said  bank^  at  oar;  those  instances  seldom  occurred^  and  only  when 
wo  did  not  wisn  to  increase  our  circulation. 

To  the  26th,  said  A.  S.  Murray  answers  unqualifiedly  in  the  ne» 
gative. 

A.  '6.  Murray,  of  Goshen,  in  the  county  of  Orange,  being  duly 
sworn,  says,  that  he«is  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Orange  County,  that 
the  preceding  answers  to  the  several  interrogatories  hereto  annex* 
ed,  are  true,  according  to  the  best  of  this  deponent's  knowledge^ 
information  and  belief 

A.  S.  MURRAY,  Cm$kier. 
Sworn,  the  7th  day  of  February, 
1835,  before  me, 


Grorgb  M.  Gxibr,  Commiiiioner  of  Deeds. 


BANK  OF  POUGHKEEPSIE. 

Bank  of  PoroHKRCpsifi,  ) 
February  5,  1835.        S 
To  John  Wilkinson,  Esquire, 

'     Chairman,  {re. 
SIR — Agreeably  to   the  lequest  contained  in  your  circular  of 
January  28th,  we  herewith  send  you  our  answers  to  the  interro* 
gatorics  accompanying  the  same. 

To  the  Ist,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  Uth,  17th,  18th,  20th» 
21 8t,  22d^  23d,  24th  and  26th  interrogatories,  we  answer,  No. 
Tothe8tli»W3.11. 


To  the  0th»  Nms. 

To  the  lOih,  lo  ona  insUnoe,  to  tho  endorters  of  a  nolo  of  oart 

payable  at  a  Bank  ia  Troy,  and  which  they  were  obligad^  in  eon* 

saquenoa  of  the  failure  of  the  drawers,  to  tak^  ap.    For  this  draft, 

which  was  on  the  Fulton  Bank,  we  charged  them  i  of  1  per  eeot» 

To  the  12th,  Yea. 

To  the  ISth,  There  is  no  mich  instance. 
To  the  14th,  There  is  no  such  case. 
To  the  16tb,  Our  bank  has  pursued  no  such  business* 
To  the  10th,  Not  having  pursosd  this  kind  of  business,  we  have 
oat  desisted  from  it 

To  the  19th,  6  bilb  payable  at  Albany,  and  60  bills  payable  at 
New- York. 

The  26th,  and  only  remaining  interrogatory,  we  can,  in  part^ 
best  answer  by  giving  a  short  history  of  the  course  we  have  pur- 
sued in  relation  to  bank  bills  not  par  in  the  city  of  New- York,  and 
which  we  denominate  nwcwrrefU^  since  we  commenced  business, 
which  was  Nov.  10,  1830. 

The  oncurrent  bills  of  this  State,  as  well  as  those  of  other  States, 
have  generally  been  to  us  a  souroe  of  inconvooience,  vexation  and 
loss,  and  we  have  been  in  considerable  doubt  as  to  the  best  manner 
of  treating  them.  The  consequence  has  been,  that  we  have  some* 
times  taken  tliem  at  par,  sometimei  at  a  discount,  and  sometimes 
refused  altogether  to  take  tliem.  We  have  seldom  returned  them  * 
'  to  the  banks  which  issued  them,  but  have  almost  always  disposed 
of  them  in  the' city  of  New- York,  either  by  selling  them  at  a  dis- 
•onnt,  or  by  giviaff  time  on  them  equivalent  to  a  discount. 

We  have,  since  November,  1880,  discounjed  a  few  notea,  whick 
were  paid  in  uncurrent  bills.  These  notes,  we  confidently  believe, 
have  not  been  more  than  7  or  8  in  number,  and  not  more  than  6 
or  8^000  dollars  in  amount,  and  probably  not  so  much*  The  pre* 
ciaa  niimber  and  amount  we  have  not  the  means  of  knowing.^—  \y 
They  were  diaoounted  generally^  and  perhaps  always,  where  our 
circolation,  or  soma  other  circumstamie,  made  it  improper  for  us  to 
pay  out  our  own  bills,  and  generally  were  done,  and  perhaps  always, 
on  the  proposal  of  the  applicant  for  the  discount  We  are  not, 
however,  certain  that  we  have  not,  in  a  part  of  the  few  instances 
aforesaid,  (most  of  which  happened  a  considerable  time  since,)  in- 
tinruited  to  the  applicant  that  we  would  do  his  note  if  he  would  take 
ttocsurrent  bills  lor  the  proceeds.  Nor  are  we  certain  that  such  in- 
timation, in  any  instance,  was  made,  but  we  are  certain  that  gene* 
rally,  if  not  always,  the  intimation  simply  amounted  to  a  oonversa*^ 
tioOy  from  which  it  appeared  that  uncurrent  bills  would  be  as  use* 
fol  to  the  applicant  as  our  own. 

When  the  fluaid  notes  were  discounted,  we  cannot  say  whether 
we  took  the  bills  with  which  we  paid  the  proceeds  •<  par  at  oui 
counter  or  not;  nor  can  we  say  whetlier  or  not  the  bills  so  paid 
were  bills  of  this  6tete  or  of  an  adjoining  one.  They  were  not 
bille  issued  Out  of  tlie  United  States.  Nor  can  we  state,  at  the 
tinae  of  such  discounts,  the  ^^  current  value,'*  in  this  village,  of  tho 
billa  ao  (Mud.    But  we  can  state,  that  whep  we  have  taken  uncur* 
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rent  billi  at  a  discount,  oar  rates  hare  been,  generally*  and  prolMi* 
Uy  always,  less  than  those  charged  by  the  bntkers  of  oor  village; 
thev  aiming  at  a  profit,  and  we  merely  at  an  indemnhy. 

l*he  IhUs  of  this  bank  have  always  been  par  in  the  city  of  New* 
York. 

Respectfully, 

THOS.  L.  D AVIES,  PresidaU. 
GEO.  P.  OAKLEY,  Cashier. 

Wo'  certify  that  the  foregoine  answers  to  the  interrogatories 
BvaAked  to  them  are  true,  to  the  T»est  of  our  knowledge  and  bcliel 

THOS,  L-  DAVIES,  PrendtnU 
GEO,  P,  OAKLEY,  OciAier. 

Sworn  to  by  Thomas  L.  Davies, 
President  of  the  Bank  of  P^ugh-* 
keepsie,  and  affirmed  to  by  . 
George  P.  Oakley,  Cashier 
thereof,  before  me,  this  5th  day 
of  February »  1835. 

SiUAS  E.  Haioht, 

CmmtsnoBsr  o/Dscd^ 


UI-STER  COUNTY  BANK. 

Ulster  County^  99. — A.  Bruyn  Hasbrouck.  president,  and  Corne- 
lius Bru;*n,  cashier  of  the  Ulster  County  Bank,  being  severally 
duly  sworn,  make  answer  to  the  several  interrogatories  pronnsed 
by  the  committee  of  the  Assembly  on  the  incorporation  and  altera- 
tion of  the  charters  of  banking  and  insurance  companies,  appended 
to  the  printed  circular  transmitted  to  these  deponenu  by  John 
Wilkinson,  chairman  of  said  committee,  under  date  of  38th  of 
January,  1835,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

To  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th  and  7th  interrogatories,  they 
answer,  No. 

To  the  81  h.  That  the  amount  of  premiums  received  by  this  bank 
on  drafts  sold  by  us  during  the  last  year  cannot  be  precisely  sta- 
ted, but  it  does  not  exceed  920.  Premiums  ofton  drafts  upon  the 
corresponding  bank  of  this  institution  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
have,  in  a  few  instances,  been  charged  in  the  winter  season,  when 
our  remittances  to  the  city  are  made  at  considerable  expense  and 
risk,  but  the  whole  amount  of  such  premiums  does  not  exceed  the 
amount  of  920,  as  above  stated. 

To  the  0th,  None,  to  their  knowledge  or  belief. 

To  the  10th,  In  no  instance,  to  their  knowledge  or  belied 

To  the  II th,  No, 

To  the  12th,  Yes,  in  all  instances.  • 

The  13th  and  14th,  are  answet^ed  by  the  response  of  the  depo« 
Dents  to  the  12tb. 


No.  S89»]  9V 

To  the  15th,  That  they  never  have  pursued  such  butiness  as  is 
in  said  interrogatory  mentioned. 

The  I6th  is  answered  in  the  response  to  the  15th, 

To  the  17  th  and  18th,  No. 

To  the  19th,  That  the  number  of  notes  and  drafts  discounted 
within  the  time  specified,  payable  at  New-York^  is  eighty-eight, 
and  that  the  number  of  those  thus  payable  at  Albany,  is  three,  of 
which  two  were  protested  and  returned  for  uon-paymenU 
'  To  the  20th,  No. 

To  the  9l8t,  That  this  bank  is  not  in  such  firactice;  but,  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  out  circulation  and  affording  the  institution  the 
means  of  redeeming  its  own  notes,  they  deem  it  proper,  in  all  in- 
stances, to  avail  themselves  of  the  notes  of  other  solvent  banks  itt 
payment  of  debts  due  this  institution,  and  which  they  believe  is  the 
universal  practice  of  all  well  conducted  monied  institutions. 

To  the  32d,  That  they  know  of  no  su4«h  instance,  and  believe 
that  none  has  ever  existed. 

Tb  tiie  23d,  That  no  such  loans  have  ever  been  made  here* 

To  the  24th,  That  no  funds  have  at  any  time  been  furnished  by 
this  bank  to  any  broker  or  brokers,  or  other  person  or  persons  in 
the  city  New- York  or  elsewhere,  for  the  purchase,  at  a  discount, 
of  the  bills  of  this  bank  with  a  view  to  gain.     But.  that  in  the  com* 
Bieiicement  of  the  business  of  this  institution  an  arrangement  was 
made  by  them  with  a  broker  in  the  city  of  New-York  for  ^the  re* 
demption  of  their  bills;  and  for  that  purpose  a  certain  sum  of  mo- 
ney was  kept  in  his  hands.     That  the  arrangement  so  made  was  in 
conformity  with  the  practice  of  other  o'der  and  highly  respectable  . 
institutions  on  the  Hudson  river,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  j 
They  furtlier  answer,  that  the  existence  of  such  arrangement,  on  1 
the  part  of  several  of  the  banks,,  has  been  particularly  noticed  in  j 
one  or  more  of  the  annual  reports  of  the  Bank  Commissioners  to  ? 
the  IjCgisiature;  and  that  in  conformity  with  the  advice  of  the 
Bank  Commissioners,  and  in  pursuance  of  a  general  understanding 
to  that  e&ct,  among  the  river  banks,  the  netcs  of  which  were  not 
current  in  the  city  of  New- York,  this  institution,  abcut  a  year  ago,, 
discontinued  the  arrangement  with  the  broker  above  alluded  to,  and 
that  it  has  ever  since  redeemed  its  notes  at  one  of  the  banks  in  the  ; 
eitv  of  New* York,  at  par. 

1*0  the  25th,  That  this  institution  has  almost  invariably,  since  its 
first  organization,  taken  the  notes  or  bills  of  other  banks  in  this 
State  and  out  of  it  in  good  credit  at  their  par  value,  although  such 
notes  or  bills  were  not  at  the  time  current  in  the  city  of  New* 
York;  that  the  object  intended  by  such  course  was  to  remove  such 
notes  or  bills  from  circulation  in  llie  business  district  of  this  bank, 
and  to  substitute  our  own  in  their  stead;  that  the  proportion  of  tlie 
I  notes  or  bills  of  other  banks  thus  taken  by  us,  at  a  discount,  can- 

not be  stated  with  precision,  but  does  not  exceed  one  per  cent  of  tlic 
wh«>le  amount,  and  that  the  rate  of  discount  never  exceeded  that 
)        at  which  they  were  sold  in  ihe  city  of  New- York;  that  this  institu- 
tion has  occasionally  consented  to  the  discount  of  notes  offered  up* 
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M  Ike  eMdlltiott  thtt  the  tormwei  shmiM  ttle  the  notet  or  bilk  of 
other  banks  thus  on  hand,  and  received  hj  es,  at  their  par  vahie,  al 
times  when  the  silaatien  ef  the  bank  teaderod  it  desirable  that  ntir 
notes  should  not  he  cireulated.  And  they  forfher  answer,  that  they 
have  reason  to  believe,  apon  the  representation  of  the  borrowers 
themselves^  that  in  all  cases  the  oncttrrent  money  tahea  by  tfiem 
from  this  bank,  at  par,  was  disposed  of  by  the  said  borrow^ra 
without  loss  and  at  its  par  vahie. 
To  the  Mth,  No. 

A.  BRUYN  HASKROUCK. 
a  BAUYN. 

StAta  er  Naw*ire«a, ) 
Ubier  Gbaaiy.  )  ^^^ 
On  this  fifth  day  of  February,  eae  tboosand  eight  huadred  aad 
tfairty«five,  before  me  personally  appeared  A.  Bmya  Hasbrc»ack, 
known  to  mo  to  be  the  president  of  the  Ulster  County  Bank,  whoae 
signature  appears  to  the  foregoing  affidavit;  and  alai>  Cornelias 
Bruy  n.  known  to  me  to  be  the  cashier  of  said  bank,  and  whose  signa- 
ture likewise  appears  to  the  said  affidavit;  and  the  said  A.  Brays 
Hasbrouck  and  Cornelias  Brayn  being  by  me  duly  awom,  did  seve« 
rally  depose  and  s«nr,  that  the  answers  to  the  several  inlerrogatoriea 
hi  the  foregoing  affidavit  referred  to,  are  true  to  the  best  of  their 
respective  knowledge  and  belief. 

JlfO.    T.    ROVBTN, 

Csmwiif  sfeaer  0/  Deeds^ 


CATSKILL  BANK. 

Answers  of  the  president  and  cashier  of  the  Catskill  bank,  to  the 
intcrroffatories  addressed  to  them  under  a  resolution  of  the  Hooo- 
inble  the  Assembly,  adopted  Jan.  «?,  1885. 

To  the  Ist,  2d,  8d,  4ih,  »th,  6th  and  7th  interrogatories,  We 
answer  in  the  negative. 

To  the  8th,  Total  amount  received,  888. 06. 

To  the  9th,  Not  any. 

To  the  lOthy  In  no  instance. 

To  the  nth,  Never. 

To  the  12th,  It  has. 

To  the  18th  and  14th,  See  answer  to  interrogatory  12. 

To  the  15th  and  16th,  See  answer  to  interrogatories  from  1  to 
T,  mclusive. 

To  the  17th,  Gen.  Davis,  when  herein  November  last,^spoke  of 
ttis  practice  as  having  been  adopted  in  some  cases,  and  expressed 
his  decided  disapprobation* 

To  the  16th,  We  have  not 

To  the  19th,  Notes  and  drafts,  116. 

To  the  20th  and  21st,  It  has  not. 

To  the  22d  and  2Sd,  Not  any. 

To  the  24th,  It  has  oat. 


To  the  26tfi,  We  know  of  no  instanee  whatever,  of  hetjn^ 
for  any  "  note,  draft,  or  evidence  of  debt/'  diacoanted  at  tbts  in- 
«titiiti«>n,  in  ^^  notea  or  bilk  of  othet  bank  or  banks  at  par,'*'  which 
were  ntjt  at  the  time,  in  ordinary  business  transactions  received  at 
their  par  value,  both  at  this  bank  and  in  this  village. 
To  the  28ch,  It  has  not. 

THOS.  B.  COOKE,  PrendenU 
U.  HILL,  Jr.,  Caikier. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  this  6th  day  ) 

of  February,  1835,  before  me,         |  ' 

Lbwis  .Bbnton, 
One  of  ike  Commiisionert  of  Deeds  far  Greene  ceunty. 


TANNERS'  BANK. 

Tannrrs'  Bane,  I 

Cdtskillf  February  4,  1835.  ) 

Hon.  John  Wilkinson,  Chairman,  &c./ 

In  obedience  to  your  printed  communication  of  the  S8th  ult.^ 
which  was  received  at  this  bank  on  the  3d  inst.,  the  undersigned- 
herewith  transmit  answers  to  the  sevend  ipterrogatories  therein 
stated. 

To  the  1st  interrogatory .^  If  tlie  spirit  and  object  of  it  is  nnder- 
aiood,  we  answer.  No.  It  may  be  proper,  however,  to  say,  that 
the  officers  of  this  bank  have  occasionally  recommended  but  neoer 
required  that  a  certain  number  of  their  customers  (being  tanners,) 
should  oftr  drafts  on  New*  York,  when  they  applied  for  dis- 
counts. 

To  the  8th,  we  answer.  Eighty-seven  cents. 

?o  the  Otb,  we  answer,  None, 
b  the  10th,  we  answer,  .Not  any. 

To  the  Izihj  we  answer,  YesL 

To  the  13th  and  14th.     Having  answered  in  the  affirmative  the 
.  preceding  interro^tary^  we  deem  none  to  be  necessary  to  these 
two. 

To  the  Ifidi,  we  answer,  76. 

To  the  35th,  we  answer,  No.    In  regard  to  this  interrogatory, 
we  state,  that  rarefy  have  our  customers  paid  a  discoant  on  bank 
notes.     The  practice  generailv,  of  the  c^fficers  of  this  bank,  is  to 
I  receive  them  at  par,  or  reject  them  altogether,  and  n(»t  to  buv 

them,  but  generally  to  receive,  at  par  all  the  bills  offered,  which 
are  issued  by  the  banks  in  this  State,  and  also  of  the  banks  in  New- 
Englaiid  of  the  denomination  of  five  dollars  or  over.  There  have 
been  instances,  and  principally  confined  to  the  payment  of  notes 
whicli  have  been  received  from  New-York,  or  elsewhere,  for  col- 
lection, in  which  a  small  discount  has  been  made,  say  from  )  to  1 
)  per  cent,  on  bank  bills  offered  in  payment  of  such  notes.  The 
amount  of  bank  bills  received  at  a  discount  by  thi»  hank  ki  the  ag* 
gregate  is  very  small^  the  exact  sum  uoknowa*    It  has  occttrrtd 
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that  penoDS  hare,  applied  to  the  officer!  of  thif  bank  to  lend  them 
the  notes  of  the  western  banks  in  this  State  at  par,  which  has  been 
done,  but  these  r4ises  are  quite  schlom,  and  tht:  amount  so  bianed 
is  (>ut  a  small  part  of  the  whole  sum  received  at  par  in  luch  notes. 
It  is  believed  by  the  undersi;;ned,  that  this  bank,  to  accommodate 
its  customers,  sustains  a  considerable  loss  in  receiving  of  them  at 
par  the  bills  of  the  banks  above  mentioned,  inasmuch  as  such  bills 
are  generally  sold  at  a  discount,  or  deposited  in  other  institutions 
on  time^  which  is  equivalent  to  a  discount. 

To  all  other  interrogatories,  except  15  and  16,  we  answer,  No. 
To  the  15th  and  Ittth,  no  answer  is  deemed  necessary,  having 
answered  in  the  negative  those  from  1  to  7  inclusive. 

O.  DAY,  PresidemL 
F.  HILL,  C^Jkter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  this  5th  day  ) 
of  February,  1885,  before  me,       ) 

LrWI8  BElfTOJr, 

«d  Commissumer  of  Deeds  far  Greene  county. 


HUDSON  RIVER  BANK. 

« 

Hudson  RivBa  Bank,  ) 
February  6tk,  1835.    ) 

JoHif  WiLKiitaox,  Esq.,  Chairman,  &c 

Sir We  have  the  honor  to  address  to  you  the  following  an- 
swers to  the  interrogatories  addressed  to  us,  as  president  and 
cashier,  under  the  resolution  upon  that  subject,  adopted  by  the  Aa- 
tembly,  January  27th,  1885. 

To'the  interrogatories,  1st,  2d,  8d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  i)th, 
20th,  21st,  25th  and  26th,  We  answer,  it  has  not. 

8th,  We  cannot  ascertain  the  amount,  but  believe  we  have  not 
received  over  850. 

9th  and  1 0th,  Not  any  that  we  know  of.    . 

12th,  It  has. 

13th  and  14th,  We  do  not  know  of  apy  aach  instance. 

].5th.  It  has  never  required  such  paper. 

16th,  We  have  never  done  any  business  of  that  kind. 

17th,  l^th,  22d  and  24th,  We  answer  in  the  ncmtive. 

23d,  No  such  loans  have  been  made  by  this  bank. 

10th,  One  hundred  and  sixteen. 

O.  WISWALL,  Preeidemt. 
h.  A.  COFFIN,  Cashier. 

Statb  op  Nrw-York,  )  ^^ 
CktUmbia  County.      ) 

Oliver  Wiswall,  president,  and  Levi  A* 
Coflin,  cashier  of  the  Hudson  River  Bank,  being  duly  sworn,  der 
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poae  and  iay^  that  the  above  answers  to  the  said  interrogatories, 
are  true  and  correct  to*  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 
Sworn  before  me.  this  6th  ~ 
February,  1885« 

Daniel  Psck,  Recorder  of  Hudson. 


BANK  OP  ALBANY. 

Bakk  op  Albany,  ) 
4ih  Fthruaiyy  1835.  ) 

J.  Wilkinson,  Esq. 

Sir — ^In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  38th  ult  addressed 
to  the  several  presidents,  cashiers  and  other  officers  of  the  banks 
in  this  State  under  the  Safety  Fund,  under  the  resolution  upon 
that  subject,  adopted  by  the  Assembly,  27th  January,  J  835,  I  beg 
leave  in  behalf  of  this  bank,  to  submit  the  following  answers  to  the 
several  and  respective  interrogatories,  viz: 

Interrogatory  1st.  The  Bank  of  Albany,  of  which  I  am  cashier, 
has  not,  when  applied  to  for  the  discount  of  paper,  compelled,  re* 
quired,  encouraged,  or  recommended,  di]*eclly  or  indirectly,  the 
person  so  applying,  to  make  his  paper  payable  at  places  on  which 
that  bank  was  in  the  habit  of  selling  drafts,  at  a  premium. 

2d.  This  bank  has  not  refused  to  make  discounts,  unless  the  pam- 
per so  offered  was  made  payable  at  New-Yoi^k. 

8d.  This  bank  has  not  discounted  paper  payable  at  New*York, 
the  officers  of  the  bank,  or  any  of  them,  knowing  or  having  reason 
to  believe,  that  the  person  properly  liable  for  the  payment  of  such 
paper,  would  not  have  funds  at  its  maturity  at  the  place  of  pay* 
ment. 

4th.  This  bank  has  not  discounted  paper  payable  at  New-York, 
the  officers  of  the  bank,  or  any  of  them,  knowing,  or  having  reason 
to  believe  or  expect,  that  the  person  obtaining  the  discount  w  uSd, 
previous  to  or  at  the  maturity  of  his  paper,  purchase  of  this  bank 
a  draft,  to  be  used  in  the  [>ayment  of  such  paper  discounted  by  it. 

5th.  This  bank  has  discounted  no  paper  payable  at  New* York, 

under  an  express  understanding  or  arrangement  with  the. person 

'obtaining  the  discount,  that  he  or  any  other  person  should  at  the 

maturity  of  the  paper,  purchase  of  this  bank  a  draft  on  the  place 

at  ^vhich  his  paper  was  so  payable. 

6th.  This  bank  has  not  discounted  either  drafts  or  notes,  the  of« 
ficers  of  the  bank,  or  any  of  them,  knowing,  or  having  reason  to 
believe,  that  the  proceeds  of  such  note  or  draft,  would  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  a  draft  from  this  bank  at  a  premium,  to  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  a  previously  discounted  draft  or  note 
belonging  to  said  bank.'  • 

7th.  Selling  drafts  on  New^York  has  not  been  practised  by  this 

)      bank;  cases  have  occurred  wherein  the  customers  of  the  bank 

have  applied  for  a  draft  to  remit  to  New* York,  in  which  they  have 

been  aoaommodated  at  the  comat  rates  at  which  drafts  could  h% 
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obtftiaed  dsewhere.  The  whole  amoiuit  drawn  for  diiriag  the  last 
year,  does  not  exceed  $54,385.38,  and  the  preaiium  received  on 
sales  of  drafts  97 .75  only. 

8fh.  Embraced  in  the  last  answer* 

9th.  I  do  not, know  of  any  drafts  disposed  of,  as  stated  in  the 
precedinff  answer  to  the  7th  interrogatory,  which,  at  the  time  of 
.making  them,  were  intended  to  be  applied  to  the  |)ayment  of  debts, 
notes  or  drafts,  due  to  this  bank.  Insulated  cases  may  have  oc- 
curred when  a  draft  on  New- York,  offered  by  a  customer  of  the 
bank  has  been  discounted,  and  a  draft  purchased,  as  before  stated, 
may  have  been  applied  in  whole  or  part  to  the  payment  of  such 
discTounted  diaft;  but  with  a  view  to  extra  profit  or  gain,  this  bank 
has  in  no  instance  been  a  party  to  the  transaction. 

10th.  Embraced  in  the  answer  to  the  9th  interrogatory. 

11th.  This  bank  has  not  discounted  paper,  the  officers  of  the 
bank,  or  any  of  them,  expecting  or  having  reason  to  believe,  that 
this  bank  would  be  enabled  to  sell  to  the  person  obtaining  tfaie  dis- 
count, a  draft  at  a  premium,  to  be  used  by  him  in  the-  payment  of 
his  discounted*  paper. 

13ih.  All  drafts  or  notes  discounted  by  this  baok«  eve  sent  or  re- 
mitled  to  the  place  of  payment. 

18th.  There  is  no  instance,  where  discounted  paper  not  seat  to 
the  place  of  payment,  tliat  tbts  bank  or  its  officers  have  required 
or  received  the  premium  on  a  draft  upon  the  place  where  such  pa- 
per was  payable. 

14th.  Paper  discoOnted,  and  not  sent  to  the  place  of  payment^ 
has  not  been  charged  with  protest,  postage,  or  other  disbursements 
as  oonnectetl  with,  or  claimed  as  having  accrued  upon,  such  dis- 
counted Pf^P^r- 

15th.  xbis  bank  never  has  required  the  paper  of  its  customers, 
or  any  portion  of  them,  to  be  made  payable  at  New-York,  and  of 
selling  drarts  to  pay  such  paper. 

16th.  Embraced  in  the  preceding  answer. 

17th.  As  the  practice  never  obtained  in  this  babk,  of  requiring 
paper  payable  at  a  distant  bank,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  drafts 
to  take  up  such  paper,  I  have  not  been  advised  or  admonished  in 
relation  to  it. 

18th.  I  have  not  used  the  funds  of  thiabank,  nor  procured  nMHiey 
from  it,  with  which,  fpr  my  private  benefit,  to  purchase  paper  be- 
yond the  legal  interest 

19th.  The  number  of  notes  and  drafts  payable  at  New-Yorii,  and 
discounted  within  90  days  preceding  the  Ist  January  1885,  is  187. 
These  were  of  a  fair  business  character,  received  and  taken  so  far 
as  I  know  and  believe,  by  the  customers  of  this  bank,  in  the  course 
of  ihcir  ordinary  transactions,  and  those  of  them  which  have  arri« 
ved  at  maturity,  are  paid. 

20th.  This  bank  ()as  not  appointed,  authorised  or  eiii^oyed,  any 
ajffent  for  procuring,  recommending  or  receiving  paper  for  discount, 
with  the  understandinff,  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  or  any  of  its  ofB« 
cem,  that  such  agent  should  charge  to,  or  receive  from,  the  person 
applying  for^  or  obtaining  the  diaQoaat,,a.epmfmssiQD  or  cpiapensay 
tioa  far  the  servieaa  of  such  agent 
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21 8t  This  bank  is  not  in  the  practice,  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
stipulate  with  those  who  obtain  discounts,  that  payments  shall  Ise 
made  in  the  bills  of  banks  other  than  its  own. 

22d.  Jjio  paper  offered  at  this  bank,  having  been  declined  or  re* 
fused,  and  subsequently  presented  by  any  other  pe^on,  and  dis- 
counted, or  any  other  paper  presented  for  discount,  the  profits  for 
endorsement,  or  brokerage  of  any  such  paper,  has  not  been  parti- 
cipated  in  by  any  officer  of  this  bank,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 

23d.  No  loans  by  discount,  or  otherwise,  have  been  made  to  any 
broker  for  the  business  of  exchange  or  brokerage,  in  which  any 
officer  of  this  bank  was  interested,  directly  or  indirectly. 

24th.  No  broker,  or  other  person,  in  the  city  of  New»York,  or 
elsewhere,  has  been  furnished  with  funds  by  this  bank,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  its  bills  at  a  discount  with  the  view  to  gain. 

25th.  To  favor  its  customers,  this  bank  has,  and  does  now,  re»' 
ceive  from  them  a  portion  of  their  deposits  in  western  and  other 
bills,  at  par,  althougn  at  the  time,  those  bills  were,  and  are  now,  at 
a  discount  of  )  to  )  per  icent.  These  favors  have  been  reciprocal 
ted,  and  the  bills  of  such  banks  have  been  received  tn  whole  or 
part,  for  notes  discounted,  when  it  was  coo«»«nient  lor  the  bank  to 
give  them,  and  the  customers  to  receive  them. 

28th.  This  bank  has  not,  by  apy  of  the  practices  alluded  to  in  the 
foregoing  interrogfttories,  evaded  the  statute  restrictinff  the  rate  of 
interest,  nor  has  it  adopted  a  coarse  of  business  with  the  intention 
on  the  part  of  its  officers,  of  receiving  more  than  the  legal  rate  oa 
paper  discounted  by  them. 

1,  Jellis  Winne,  Jr.,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Albany,  do  solemnly 
swear  that  the  preceding  answers  to  the  several  and  respective  in* 
terrogatories  herein  before  referred  to,  are  true,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledire  and  belief. 

*  J.  WINNE,  J».,  Cashier. 

Sworn,  this  4th  day  of  February, 
1835,  before  me, 
C  Y.  Lansing,  Commissioner,  ij^. 


MECHANICS'  AND  FARMERS'  BANK. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Wilkinson, 

Chairman  of  the  committee  on  bonis,  f^. 

The  subscribers  have  carefully  examined  the  matters  referred  to 
in  the  interrogatories  proposed  by  you  under  a  resolution  of  the 
honorable  the  Assen^bly  of  the  27th  ult.,  and  reply  in  the  negative 
to  interrogatories  No.  1,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  0,  10,  11,  18,  20,  21,  23,  24 
and  26;  aTso|  to  that  part  of  No.  2  which  asks  if  we  are  in  the 
practice  of  requiring  discounted  papers  to  be  made  payable  in  the 
city  of  New- York. 

No.  8.  We  have  no  means  for  ascertaining  the  precise  amount^ 
but  think  it  would  not  exceed  3100.  This  does  not  include  checks 
oa  New-York,  given  for  mixed  Albany,  Schenectady,  Troy,  Lan- 
nagborgb  and  Waterford  money  sent  to  us  by  New-York  brokers, 

[  AsMm.  No.  229.]  5 


34  [AsSEMBZrV 

«       I 

«nd  for  which  checks  our  general  charge  for  the  last  year  has  been 
I  per  cent.     The  amount  received  in  this  way  is  inconsiderable. 

As  we  pay  freely  and  readily  all  demands  upon  us  in  New- York 
funcb,  we  but  seldom  gel  a  premium  for  drawing  on  New- York, 
but  when  we  do  it  varies  from  |  to  i  per  cent* 

No.  12,  We  answer,  yes. 

No.  13  and  14  are  answered  in  No.  12. 

No.'  15,  We  answer,  never. 

The  same  to  No*  16  and  17.  Having  been  admonished  by  our 
own  convictions  of  the  impropriety  of  the  practice. 

No.  19.  New-York  papers  discounted  by  us  for  the  90  days  pre-  . 
ceding  January  1st,  amount  to  »l 82,697. 88.     We  presume  the 
committee  have  no  desire  to  be  informed  of  the  amount  payable  in 
this  city,  as  that  would  constitute  nearly  the  whole  balance  of  our 
discounts. 

No.  22.  We  have  sometin>es  discounted  paper,  on  its  presenta- 
tion, a  second  time,  and  by  another  person.  We  have,  doubtless^ 
bad  good  reasons,  on  the  ground  of  security  or  otherwise,  for  de- 
clining it  in  the  one  case  and  for  doing  it  in  the  other.  No  oi&cer  of 
this  bank  has  ever  participated,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  profits 
of  the  endorsement  or  brokerstge  of  any  such  or  any  other  paper 
discounted  by  this  bank. 

No.  25.  In  answer  to.  this  interrogatory  we  state,  that  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Safety  Fund  system  and  the  increase  of  banks,  the 
receipts  of  country  money  has  become  a  heavy,  though  not  a  profit- 
able branch  of  the  business  of  banks  in  this  city.  Having  on  hnnd 
a  large  amount  of  funds,  which,  from  the  limit  to  which  we  are 
restricted  in  our  debt,  and  from  other  causes,  we  could  not  use  io 
making  loans  and  discounts,  we  have  employed  them  in  the  pur- 
chase of  country  money,  and  upon  terms  so  favorable  Ui  the  com- 
munity-that  the  banks  in  this  city  have  become  the  almo&\  exclu- 
sive channel  through  which  the  banks  in  this  State,  west  of  Alba- 
ny, redeem  their  paper.  We  have  sent  messengers  to  the  western 
banks  as  often  as  once  in  17  days  during  the  past  year,  and  this 
bank  aloni^  has  sometimes  sent  out,  upon  a  single  occasion,  over 
•500,000  for  payment.  Thus  accommodating  the  public  and  keep- 
ing the  banks  in  wholesome  check  by  the  rapid  return  of  their  bills 
for  redemption. 

A  very  large  share  of  all  the  country  money  which  we  have  ever 
taken  has  been  at  its  par  value,  and  the  discount  upon  such  as  we 
have  purchased  has  probably  averaged,  for  the  year,  about  |  of 
one  per  cent.  We  frequently  pay  out  country  money  at  par,  on 
time,  returnable  in  current  funds  without  interest;  and  sometimes 
upon  checks  drawn  upon  us  by  country  banks,  payable  in  their 
own  bills,  and  to  a  mo<ierate  amount,  in  some  other  cases,  as  a 
matter  of  mutual  convenience  to  the  parties.  We  have,  in  a  few 
instances,  paid  out  bills  of  banks  in  this  State,  north  and  west  of 
Albany,  to  persons  obtaining  discounts,  but  never  where  the  party 
was  subjected  to  any  sacrifice  in  the  application  of  the  money  thus 

Eaid  out  to  a  debt  due  to  this  institution.     We  do  not  take  bills  of 
anks  out  of  the  United  States,  and  have  not  paid  them  out 
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Bills  of  banks  in  other  States,  not  current  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  we  generally  dispose  of  at  a  discodnt  in  New-York,  or  to  a 
bank  in  Massachusetts,  We  never  pay  then)  out  at  our  counter  at 
par,  unless  to  oblige  an  occasional  applicant,  where  they  are  Want* 
ed  in  some  payment  or  remittance  east  or  south,  as  tJie  case  may 
be. 

On  a  review  of  all  our  transactions  in  country  money  we  see 
nothing  to  condemn  as  inconsistent  With  regular  and  fair  deal- 
ing, butf  on  the  contrary,  much  of  a  character  seemingly  indispen- 
sable to  the  public  accommodation,  important  as  a  corrective  of  a 
redundant  currency,  and  salutary  in  its  restraining  influence  upoa 
<he  banks  themselves. 

THOS.  W.  OLCOTT,  Cashier. 
EZRA  AMES,  President. 
Sworn  this  2d  day  of ) 

February,  1835.      ) 

L.  JeNffiNS,  J.  P. 


NEW-YORK  STATE  BANK, 

N^w-YoRK  State  Bank,      I 
Mbany^  February  lUhj  -1836.  J 

Hon.  John  Wilxinson,  Chairman^  fyc^^ 

Sir— 1  have  the  honor  to  answer  as  follows  to  the  several  inter* 
rogatories  accompanying  y^f  circular  letter  o(  the  28th  ultimo, 
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The  flrst  seven  interrogatories,  I  answer  m  the  negative. 
To  the  8th  interrogatory  I  answer,  that  we  have  not  kept  an 
account  of  premiums  received  for  drafts;  but  the  amount  is  ex- 
ceedingly small ;  indeed,  I  cannot  recollect  of  any  instance  in 
which  we  have  received  any  premium  for  a  draft  on  New- York 
within  the  last  year.  . 

To  the  Pth  and  10th,  I  know  of  no  draft  so  applied. 
To  the  llUif  I  know  of  no  fmch  discount  having  been  made. 
To  the  12th,  We  have  invariably  sent  all  discounted  notes  to 
the  place  at  which  they  were  payable. 
To  the  13(h  and  14th,    I  answer  in  the  negative. 
To  the  15th  and  16ih,    Wo  never  have  required   or  requested 
thac  notes  discounted  by  us  should  be  made  payable  at  any  other 
place  than  our  own  counter. 
To  the  17th  and  18th,  I  answer  in  the  negative. 
To  the  19th,  I  answer,  that  the  amount  of  notes  payable  in  New- 
York, 'discounted  in  October,  November  or  December,  was  9263,- 
491.45. 
To  the  20th  and  2lst.  I  answer  in  the  negative. 
To  the  22d,  I  answer  that  there  have  been  a  few  instances,  and 
)     but  very  few,  in  which  we  have  refused  to  discount  paper  when 
offered  for  discount,  and  have  subsequently  disi-ounttrd  the  same 
paper  for  a  broker;  bpt  the  reason  has  always  been  because  the 


Dftne  of  the  broker  fttreogtfaeoed  the  pmper.    Neither  the  bank  nor 
•ay  of  its  officers  have  received  aoy  other  beoefit  from  mch  dis- 

To  the  23d,  I  answer,  we  have  never  had  any  dealings  of  sach 
a  nature  with  any  brokers. 
To  Ike  84th,  I  answer  in  the  negative* 

To  the  25th,  We  have  sometimes  given  the  bills  of  the  western 
banks,  which  were  not  received  by  us  at  par,  for  a  note  discount- 
ed; but  we  have  either  been  asked  for  such  bills,  or  we  have  knowa 
that  they  would  be  disposed  of  in  trade  by  the  person  getting  the 
discount  without  loss;  we  have  never  taken  from  the  person  geU 
ting  the  disoouat  the  same  bank  notes  at  less  than  their  par  vslue. 
To  the  26t2i,  I  answer  in  the  negative. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  ol>'t  serv't,  . 

RICH.  YATES,  Ca$hier. 

N.  B.  It  is  presumed  that  the  third  interrogatory  does  not  in- 
clude what  are  called  accommodation  notes,  or  notes  renewed 
every  sixty  or  ninety  days,  payable  at  our  counter.  If  it  does,  I 
answer  that  we  have  %  few  such  notes,  but  that  we  never  receive 
in  any  shape,  any  thing  more  than  ordinary  discount  on  them. 

RICH.  YATES. 

Richard  Yates,  cashier  of  the  New-York  State  Bank,  being  dulv 
sworn,  saith,  that  the  facu  stated  in  the  above  letter,  being  answen 
to  certeiu  interrogatories  addressed  w  him  by  the  chain^an  of  the 
bank  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New^ 
York,  m  pursuance  of  a  rosolution  adopted  on  the  ?7th  January 
last,  are  true,  to  the  beet  of  bis  knowledge  and  belief 

February  Htk,  1835.  ''^^«*  ^^TES, 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  13th  > 
day  of  February,  ]  835.       { 

J.  Lansing, 
Judge  of  Albany  Common  Pfc«,  Couneettor^  ^ 


CANAL  BANK. 

Canal  Bank,  > 

Albany,  February  2,  1835,  t 
John  Wikinson,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  Bank  Cbmmittee,  ^. 

Sir — We  make  the  following  answers  to  the  interrogatories  coa- 
tained  in  your  communication  of  the  28th  ult ; 

The  1st,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th.  9th,  lOth,  11th,  13t^  14th,  15th 
16th,  17th,  18th,  20th,  2l8t,  23d,  24th  and  26tb,  We  answer  ia 
the  negative. 

To  the  2d,  We  reply,  that  it  is  our  uniform  custom  to  require 
that  all  paper,  previous  to  iu  being  discounted,  (where  the  drawer 
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or  drawers  reside  out  of  the  city.)  be  made  payable  at  some  par- 
ticalar  place,  cither  at  our  own  counter  or  elsewhere  convenient 
of  approach,  and  this  is  done  for  the  purpose  of  charging  the 
endorsers,  in  case  the  bills  are  not  paid  at  maturity,  and  for  no 
other  reason. 

8th.  We  have  received  during  the  last  year,  in  premiums  or 
drafts,  not  to  exceed  950;  the  exact  amouiH  wo  cannot  state. 

12th.  We  answAi* «»  tl*c  affirmative. 

iiHh.  Six  hundred  and  sixty-one  bills. 

22d.  There  have  been  instances  where  we  have  declined  pa- 
per that  we  deemed  insecure,  and  subsequently  discounted  the 
same  with  an  additional  name;  but  the  officeis  of  the  bank  have 
never,  directly  or  indirectly,  derived  a  profit  from  such  discounts, 
or  from  any  other  discounts  made  by  the  bank. 

25th.  We  have  occasibnally  made  discounts,  where  the  party 
applying  has  voluntarily  ofiered  to  receive  in  payment  of  such  dis- 
counts the  notes  of  the  Safety  Fund  banks,  west  of  this  city;  but 
we  have  no  recollection  of  refusing  to  discount,  unless  we  could 
claim  t«  pay  out  such  paper,  nor  have  we  ever  to  our  knowledge, 
purchased  in  paper  at  a  discount  that  we  had  previously  paid  out 
at  par.  What  amount  in  this  description  of  paper  has  faNeen  volun- 
tarily received  of  us,  as  for  discounts,  we  are  unable  to  state,  nor 
can  we  say  at  what  rates  under  par  it  was  selling  when  such  loans 
were  made. 

As  I  at  least,  of  all  the  paper  received  by  us  against  the  banks 
in  this  State  is  taken  at  par,  we  have  ever  considered  it  a  fair  and 
legitimate  business,  to  discount  upon  the  same  as  current  funds,  es- 
pecially where  the  borrower  has  voluntarily  offered  tb  receive  it 
as  such.  Very  respectfully, 

T.  OLCOTT,  Cashier. 

Statb  or  Nbw-Yorjc,  ) 

Mbany,  \ "' 

Theodore  Olcott,  of  the  city  of  Albany, 
being  first  duly  sworn,  does  depose  and  say,  that  the  facts  stated 
in  the  annexed  commonication,  are  true  in  substance  and  fact 

T.  OLCOTT,  Cashier. 
Sworn  to,  on  the  10th  day  of  Feb-  ) 
raary,  1885,  before  me.  ) 

A.  J.  CoLviN,  Commissuiner  of  Deeds. 
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ALBANY  CITY  BANK. 

Albany  Citt  Bank,        ) 
Albany,  February  2,  1835.    S 

Hon.  John  Wilkinson,  Chairman,  &c., 
\  Sir — ^In  answer  to  the  interrogatories  addressed  to  me  as  cash- 

ier of  this  institution,  under  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the  Safety 
Fund  Banks,  adopted  by  the  Assembly  27th  January  1885, 1  beg 
Isave  to  state  as  follows: 
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In  answer  to  the  Ist,  2d,  8<],  4  th,  5thY  6th,  and  7th  interrogator 
ries,  I  reply  in  the  negative. 

To  the  8th,  1  beg  leave  to  state,  that  from  the  noanner  in  which 
aar  books  are  kept,  I  cannot  distinguish  the  amount  of  premiuoa 
received  for  drafts  sold  by  us  on  New-York,  from  other  profits  re- 
ceived by  the  institution;  but  I  know  the  amount  to  be  very  small^ 
and  do  not  itiink  it  will  exceed  one  hundred  dollars.  Most  oi  the 
drafts  which  we  draw  on  New- York,  fo»  <uur  cMstomers,  are  given 
to  them  free  of  any  charge  for  premium. 

To  the  9th  and  10th,  I  reply,  that  no  draft  sold  by  this  institution 
has  ever,  to  my  knowledge,  been  applied  as  payment  of  a  debt  due 
to  it. 

To  the  1  Ith,  I  reply  in  the  negative. 

To  the  12th,  13th  and  14th,  I  reply,  that  this  bank  has  in  all  in- 
stances, sent  the  paper  discounted  by  it,  to  the  place  of  payment^ 
previous  to  the  n^aturity  of  the  paper. 

To  the  15th,  16th  and  I7ih,  I  reply,  that  we  have  never  impo- 
sed any  conditions  upon  our  customers,  requiring  their  paper  dis- 
counted by  us,  to  be  made  payable  in  New-York;  consequently, 
I  have  never  been  admonished  on  the  subject. 

To  the  18th,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  I  have  never  used  the 
funds  of  this  bank,  or  procured  money  from  this  bank,  with  which 
I  have  for  my  private  benefit,  purchased  paper  at  a  discount  beyond 
the  legal  rate,  nor  have  I  ever  borrowed  money  from  this  bank,  for 
any  purpose  whatever. 

To  the  19th,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  we  have  not  received  or 
discounted  any  notes  or  drafts  payable  in  New- York,  within  the 
last  ninety  tlays,  or  at  any  time  previous,  which  were  not  made 
payable  there  by  their  makers,  or  endorsers,  in  the  natural  course 
of  their  business,  without  any  condition  or  requisition  from  ns,  that 
they  should  be  made  payable  there;  and  in  no  instance  have  we 
discounted,  or  received  such  paper,  where  it  was  not  the  choice 
and  convenience  of  the  drawee  or  maker,  to  have  it  payable  in 
New- York. 

To' the  20th  and  21st,  I  reply  in  the  negative. 

To  the  22d,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  no  officer  of  this  bank  has, 
to  my  knowledge,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  participated  in  any 
profit  which  might  have  arisen  from  the  discounting  of  paper  that 
had  been  previously  rejected  by  the  bank,  and  subsequently  dis- 
counted by  it;  and  in  no  case  has  the  bank  refused  or  declined  to 
discount  paper  which  it  subsequently  discounted,  except  for  the  rea- 
son that  it  required  additional  security  upon  the  paper,  or,  a  more 
satisfactory  knowledge  of  the  responsibility  of  the  makers  and  en- 
dorsers thereof,  than  it  possessed  at  the  time  it  refused  to  discount 
such  paper. 

To  the  23d  and  24th,  I  answer  in  the  negative. 

To  the  25th,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  this  bank,  or  any  of  its 
officers,  have  never  to  my  knowledge,  made  it  a  condition  directly, 
indirectly  or  impliedly,  of  the  discounting  of  any  note,  draft  or 
other  evidence  of  debt^  that  the  borrowers  should  receive  therefor, 
the  notes  or  bills  of  other  bank  or  banks  at  par,  which  notes  were 
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not  at  the  time  cnrrent,  or  at  par  valae,  at  our  counter.  Tet  I 
would  remark,  that  we  have  sometimes  paid  to  our  customers,  for 
their  checks,  drawn  on  us,  the  bills  of  the  country  banks  of  this 
State,  when  we  were  informed  by  them,  that  they  could  use  such 
bills  as  advantageously  to  their  own  interest  as  they  could  the  bills 
of  this  bank;  and  we  are  also  in  the  habit  of  receiving  daily  from 
most  of  such  customers,  the  bills  of  the  country  banks  of  this  State, 
at  par,  and  crediting  them  with  the  same,  in  our  books  at  par,  and 
without  any  deduction  or  charge  for  discount;  furthermore,  the 
amount  so  received  by  us  is,  I  think,  more  than  four  times  the  a- 
mount  paid  by  us  to  them,  on  their  checks  at  par. 

To  the  26th,  I  reply,  that  this  bank  has  not,  to  my  knowledire, 
by  any  of  the  practices  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  interrogatories, 
adopted  a  course  of  business  with  the  intention  on  the  part  of  its 
officers,  or  any  of  them,  of  receiving  more  than  the^  legal  rate  on 
paper  discounted  by  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  ob't.  scrv't. 

WATTS  SHERMAN,  Cashier. 
Subscribed,  and  sworn  to,  before  me,  > 

this  6th  day  of  February,  1835.      ) 

EsAdTus  Corning,  Mayor  of  Albany. 


BANK  OP  TROY. 

Bank  op  Trot,     ) 
Sd  February^  1835.  ) 

To  the  Hon.  John  Wiucinson,  Chairman,  &c. 

SlR-^Your  communication  of  the  28th  inst.  is  received,  enclos- 
ing a  resolution  adopted  in  Assembly  January  27th,  1885,  accom- 
fmnied  with  twenty-six  interrogatories,  to  which  we  reply,  as  foi- 
ows: 

To  the  1st  and  2d  interrogatories,  we  answer,  No:  excepting  a 
few  notes  discounted  during  the  late  pressure  in  ihe  money  mar- 
ket, which  we  required  to  be  made  payable  in  New-York,  at 
which  place  this  institution  was  in  want  of  funds,  and  in  order  to 

S've  some  of  our  customers  who  were  short,  time  to  turn  their 
nds  and  meet  their  engagements. 

To  the  3d,  4th,  5th  6th  and  7th,  No. 

To  the  8th,  That  in  our  ordinary  business  we  do  not  charge  our 
customers  for  drafts,  but  in  special  cases  we  charge  a  small  pre- 
mium. The  amount  goes  into  our  ordinary  profits,  and  can  not 
be  ascertained.  It  must,  however,  be  small,  probably  not  exceed- 
log  one  hundred  dollars. 

To  the  9th,  None. 

To  the  10th,  In  no  instance. 

To  the  1 1  th.  No. 

To  the  12th,  Yes:  excepting  in  a  few  cases,  where  the  drawers 
have  preferred  making  their  notes  payable  at  some  other  place 
after  execution. 
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To  the  18th  and  14th,  No. 

To  the  15 thy  We  have  never  required  it* 

To  the  16lh,  We  never  commenced  it* 

To  the  17th  and  18th,  No. 

To  the  19th,  That  we  find  discounted  upon  our  discount  book 
one  hundred  sixty-four  notes  and  drafts  marked  payable  at  those 
places,  and  upon  our  collection  book  eighty-six  marked  payable 
at  those  places. 

To  the  20th,  21st,  22d,  23d  and  24th«  No. 

To  the  25th,  That  we  have  seldom  discounted  any  paper  upon 
¥^hich  we  have  paid  the  bills  of  other  banks.  We  have,  however, 
occasionally  discounted  paper  for  persons  at  the  north,  and  have 
paid  them  the  bills  of  the  banks  north  of  us;  bills  which  we  re> 
ceived  at  a  discount  of  i,  i,  and  1  per  cent  in  some  cases.  But 
this  kind  of  business  seldom  occurs,  and  the  amount  of  it  is  small: 
we  have,  however,  received  a  great  deal  more  uncurrent  paper  at 
par  than  we  have  paid  out  at  par. 

To  the  26th,  No. 

We  are  very  respectfully,  Sir, 

Your  oDedient  servants, 

S.  WARREN,  PrfiidemL 
THAD.  W.  PATCHIN,  Cashier. 

State  or  Nbw-Yoek,  ) 
Rensselaer  county.      ) 

We,  Stephen  Warren,  president,  and 
Thad.  W.  Patchin,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Troy,  being  duly  sworn, 
severally  depose  and  say,  that  the  foregoing  answers  to  the  twen- 
ty-six interrogatories  referred  to,  are  true,  to  the  best  of  our 
knowledge  and  belief. 

S.  WARREN,  President. 
THAD.  W.  PATCHIN,  Cashier. 

Sworn  before  mp,  this  7th  ) 
day  of  Februajry,  1885.    ) 

Natban  Davcht,  JUderman. 


FARMERS'  BANK. 

FAKMBta'  Baivk,  I 
Feb.  6,  1885.     ) 

To  the  Hon.  John  Wilkinson,  Chairman,  fte. 

In  answer  to  the  interrogatories  received  from  you,  pursuant  to 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  passed  January  27th, 
1885,  We,  Gurdon  Corning,  president,  and  James  Van  Schoonho- 
▼en«  cashier  of  the  Farmers'  Bank,  reply: 

To  the  1st,  2d,  dd,  4th,  5th,  6th,  and  7th  interrogatories,  we  re- 
ply in  the  negative. 

To  the  8th,  we  reply,  that  from  information  received  from  our 
teller,  who  has  sold  diraAs  whenever  the  same  has  been  done,  that 
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during  the  last  year,  the  amount  of  premiums  on  all  sold,  amounts 
to  $18.80. 

To  the  9th,  we  say,  Not  any. 

To  the  10th,  we  say,  In  no  Instance. 

To  the  11th,  we  say,  Never, 

To  the  12th,  we  reply  in  the  affirmative,  unless  omitted  by  mis- 
lake. 

The  13th  and  14th,  we  consider  answered  in  the  reply  to  12th. 

To  the  15th,  we  reply,  Never,  in  any  instance. 

The  16th,  we  consider  answered  in  reply  to  the  15th. 

To  the  17th  tfnd  18th,  we  reply,  We  have  not. 

To  the  19th,  we  say.  That  100  notes  and  drafts  have  been  dis- 
counted by  this  bank,  payable  in  Albany  and  New- York,  between 
the  first  day  of  October  and  January  Inst,  and  seventy-four  have 
during  said  time,  been  received  for  collection,  as  appears  by  our 
books. 

To  the  20th,  we  say.  We  have  not. 

To  the  21st,  Our  bank  is  not  in  the  practice  alluded  to  in  this 
interrogatory. 

To  the  22d  and  23d,  we  reply.  Not  to  our  knowledge. 

To  the  24th,  25th,  and  20th,  our  answer  is.  We  have  not. 

GURDON  CORNING,  /V«sV. 
J.  V,  SCHOONHOVEN,  CazKr, 

Re$i$»elatr  County^  ss.— We,  Gurdon  Corning  and  James  VaQ 
Schoonhoven,  being  duly  sworn,  each  for  himself  saith,  that  tha 
mnswers  to  the  above  interrogatories  signed  by  them  are  true,  ao« 
cording  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

GURDON  CORNING,  Fre^'i. 
J.  V.  SCHOONHOVEN,  Cash'r. 
Sworn  this  6th  day  of  February, 
A.  D.  1885. 

J.  h*  LAjf B, 

CommMon^  pf  JMtdSf  ^c^  Troy^ 
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MERCHANTS*  AND  MECHANICS*  BANK. 

The  answers  of  the  president  and  cashier  of  the  Merchants*  and 
Mechanics'  Bank,  to  each  and  every  of  the  annexed  twenty-six, 
several  printed  interrogatories,  from  the  honorable  John  Wilkin^ 
son,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  incorporation  and  altera* 
tion  of  the  charters  of  banking  and  insurance  companies. 

To  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  11th,  13th,  14th,  18th,  20th,  2l8t, 
83d  and  24th  interrc^atories,  and  to  each  separately,  they  an* 
swer  in  the  negative,  or  no. 

To  the  6th.  There  has  been  four  or  five  eases  where  the  en* 

>dor8er8  of  notes  living  in  Troy,  have  offered  new  notes  for  a  part 
against  persons  residing  in  Orange  county,  which  have  been  dis- 
counted, and  drafts  on  New-York  sold,  to  be  transmitted  by  mail 
to  the  drawers  of  larger  notes,  previously  discounted  by  this  bank, 
to  aid  in  taking  them  up;  but  ia  those  few  cases  it  was  the  choice 
[Assem.  No.  820.]  e 
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of  the  applicante  to  take  such  drafts  at  a  small  premium,  in  prefer- 
ence to  hazarding  the  sending  bills  current  at  the  banks  in  New-r 
York,  which  they  might  have  had  at  par  for  such  new  discounts. 
With  these  few  exceptions  they  answer  to  this  6th  iuterrugatory 
in  the  negative. 

To  the  7  th,  No,  except  as  in  the  last  preceding  case. 

To  the  8th,  The  sum  of  •292.91  only. 

To  the  9th,  One-fifth  of  the  whole  number,  the  premium  on 
which  amounts  to  less  than  twenty-Sve  dollars. 

To  the  LOtth,  They  believe  not  more  than  eight  instances. 

To  the  12th,  Yes,  except  in  some  few  cases  where  the  paper 
was  payable  at  another  bank  in  Troy,  and  the  drawers  may  have 
agreed  to  pay  at  this  bank. 

To  the  15th,  Never. 

To  the  16th,  They  answer,  that  not  having  commenced  such 
kind  of  business  with  any  of  they  customers,  they  cannot  designate 
any  time  when  it  was  desisted  in. 

To  the  17th,  They  answer,  that  they  do  not  recollect  of  their 
being  so  admonished  or  advised. 

To  the  10th,  120  payable  in  New- York,  and  20  payable  in  At- 
bany. 

To  the  22d,  To  the  whole  and  each  part  in  the  negative,  except 
that  there  have  been  cases  where  paper  offered  for  discount  baa 
been  refused,  and  afterwards  offered  with  an  additional  name  and 
discounted  for  a  customer  of  the  bank,  (not  a  broker,)  who  did  not 
first  offi»r  it,  but  in  no  such  case  has  an  officer  of  this  bank  been  be- 
nefited thereby,  beyond  his  general  interest  as  a  stookholder  of 
said  bank. 

To  the  d5th,  That  the  bank  has  been  in  the  practice  of  taking 
of  their  customers  and  others,  the  bills  of  the  banks  of  the  eastern 
states  that  were  at  par  in  Boston,  and  also  of  the  banks  in  this 
State  not  taken  at  par  by  the  banks  in  Albany,  at  from  one-quar- 
ter to  one-half  per  cent  discount,  or  in  deposite  at  par,  where  as- 
surances were  given  that  the  deposite  would  lay  about  fifteen  days, 
and  in  many  cases  at  par  in  exchange  4br  the  bills  of  this  l>auk^ 
where  there  was  a  prospect  of  circulation.  Such  bills  so  taken 
have  chif^fly  been  disposed  of  to  a  broker  in  New-York,  and  to 
other  banks  at  par,  on  time  or  other  specific  arrangement  Some 
of  it  lo  customers  to  pay  canal  tolls,  where  it  would  answer  at  par, 
and  in  all  other  cases  where  it  was  alleged  by  the  receivers  that 
they  could  pass  it  off  without  a  sacrifice.  The  bank  has  not  taken 
the  bills  of  a  bank  out  of  the  United  States,  nor  of  any  bank  within 
the  United  States  that  were  considered  of  less  value  than  the  bills  of 
some  of  the  western  banks  of  this  State.  There  have  been  cases 
where  the  endorser,  (not  a  drawer,)  of  a  note  discounted,  has  previ- 
ously agreed  to  receive,  and  did  receive  tlierefor.  the  whole  or  a  part 
in  such  money  at  par,  as  was  taken  at  a  discount  as  aforesaid;  but 
those  cases  were  few  in  number,  the  aggregate  amount  in  all,  not 
large,  yet  it  is  out  of  our  power  to  state  the  amount,  as  no  memo- 
randums were  made  of  those  transactions.  Qut  they  do  believe 
the  sums  so  paid  out  do  not  exceed  the  aggregate  amount  of  tb^ 
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fike  bills  taken  by  the  said  bank,  at  par  or  on  time,  from  various 
sources,  and  in  all  those  cases,  the  officers  of  the  bank  were  led  to 
believe  that  the  receiver  of  such  bills  would  pass  them  off  at  par. 
The  current  value  of  such  bills  at  the  counter  of  said  bank,  wheil 
so  paid  out,  was  from  one-quarter  to  one-half  per  cent  discount^ 
and  at  the  same  time  respectively  all  such  bills  so  paid  out,  were 
current  in  the  city  of  Troy  at  par  value,  in  business  transactions 
with  merchants,  mechanics  ana  others  generally,  out  of  the  banks 
in  that  city. 

To  the  26th,  No,  except  so  far  as  may  be  inferred  to  the  con* 
trary,  by  their  answer  to  the  25th  interrogatory. 

Stats  or  New-York,   ) 

CiTV    OF   T»OY,  >  8S« 

Rensselaer  County.       ) 

<Seorge  Vail,  president^  and  Alanson  Douglas,  cushierv  of  the 
Merchants'  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  being  duly  sworn,  severally  de» 
pose  and  say,  that  their  preceding  answers  to  the  annexed  several 
and  respective  interrogatories  of  the  honojable  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  of  this  State,  on  the  incorporation  and  altera^ 
tion  of  the  charters  of  banking  and  insurance  companies,  are  all 
true  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

GEa-  VAIL,  Presidents 
ALN*  DOUGLAS,  Cashier. 
Swomto  before  me,  this 'dth  day 
of  February,  1885. 

John  P.  Cvshman,  Recorder  of  Trey. 


TROY  CITY  BANJt. 

I  hereunto  subjoin  answers  to  the  several  interrogatories,,  pre* 
pared  by  the  committee  on  banks  and  insurance  companies,  in  pur-', 
suance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly,  passed  28th  January,  1885» 

The  answers  will  be  found  in  the  same  order  in  which  they 
were  put. 

1st.  When  our  regular  means  of  discounting  were  about  ex* 
hausted,  and  loans  in  New- York  were  or  might  he  necessary  to 
sustain  the  credit  of  the  Bank,  we  have  occasionally  required,  (and 
that  to  a  very  limited  extent,)  that  notes  should  be  payable  in  New- 
York,  th  it  the  borrower  should  place  the  funds  where  the  bank 
had  to  resort  to  raise  them.  This  has  been  done  more  with  a  view 
to  the  accommodation  of  the  customers  of  the  bank  generally,  than 
for  its  benefit. 

2d.  I  answer  in  the  negative,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends. 

8d,  4th  and  5th.  No. 

6th.  I  answer  in  the  negative,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends. 

7th.  lo  three  instances  I  have  sold  drafts  to  the  amount  of  9500, 
I  t250  and  9800,  where  I  supposed  they  were  to  pay  notes  due  in 
New- York,  for  the  same  amount  which  bad  been  discounted;  bat 
it  ii  not  our  practice  to  ask  premiuois  in  such  cases. 
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6th.  The  amount  of  premioms  on  drafts  iMoed  during  the  ksi 
year,  is  9506,28. 

9th.  I  know  of  none,  except  as  stated  under  the  head  of  the  7th 
interrogatory. 

lOth.  I  know  of  none,  except  as  stated  above* 

1 1  th.  I  answer  ia  the  negative,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends^ 

12th*  Yes. 

13rh  and  14th.  No. 

15th.  I  answer  in  the  negative,  or  that  we  have  never  pursucii 
that  bnsiness. 

16th.  We  have  never  pursued  that  business. 

17th.  No. 

18th.  I  have  never  used  the  funds  of  the  bank  to  purchase 
paper  for  my  own  benefit,  nor  have  I  procured  money  from  the 
bank  to  purchase  paper  for  a  greater  interest  than  seven  percent., 
but  in  one  instance,  and  that  more  than  a  year  since;  the  amount 
was  tlyMO. 

lOth*  The  number  of  notes  disooonted  within  the  ninety  days. 
Belt  preeedtag  January.  1st,  1885,  payable  in  New- York  and  Al- 
bany, is  one  hmdred  and  eighty-six. 

2btb,  21stv  39d,  2Sd  and  24th.  No. 

25th.  We  have  in  some  instances  made  it  conditional  for  per- 
sons asking  discounts,  to  take  paper  called  uncurrent  in  payment 
for  such  discounts.  It  has,  however,  more  gcneraUy  been  left  op^ 
tional  with  ihem,  to  receive  it  or  not.  *  Such  paper  was  mostly 
paid  out  to  customers  of  other  banks;  for  had  we  paid  our  own  ta 
them,  in  most^  cases,  we  should  have  been  obliged  to  redeem  it  from 
the  other  banks  on  the  same  day,  by  a  draft  on  New-York.  The 
amount  of  paper  so  paid  out,  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining,  as  a 
large  proportion  of  our  uncurrent  has  been  redeemed  by  the  banka 
in  this  city,  once  in  two  weeks,  at  par;  another  portion  has  been 
disposed  of  to  brokers  in  New-York,  and  to  one  of  the  banks  in 
Albany,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  the  bills  of  the  Safety  Fund 
banks,  paid  by  our  customers  for  canal  tolls.  I  can  safely  say, 
howiever,  that  the  amount  paid  out  on  paper  discounted,  must  fall 
short  very  considerably  the  amount  received  at  our  counter  at  par. 
Whenever  we  have  charged  a  discount,  it  has  been  mostly  from  i 
to  I  per  cent.  There  may  have  been  instances  where  the  discount 
Was  more,  but  the  amount  must  have  been  very  smally  as  we  gene- 
rally decline  dealing  in  money  that  is  at  a  greater  rate  of  discount* 
We  do  not  deal  in  money  out  of  the  United  States,  nor  have  we 
ever  had  agents  for  paying  out  uncurrent  and  depreciated  paper. 

26th.  No. 

S.  K.  STOW, 
Cashier  of  the  Troy  City  Bank, 

On  the  6th  day  of  February,  1835,  before  me,  personally  ap- 
peared, Silas  K.  Stow,  cashier  of  the  Troy  City  Bank,  and  made 
oath,  that  the  foregoing  answers  subscribed  by  him,  made  to  the 
■everal  interrogatories,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Assem- 
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bly,  passed  January  28,  1885,  are  severally  true^  According  to  the 
IxJst  of  his  knowledge^  information  and  belief. 

Ci  D/ Sheldon,  Commissioner^  ^c^ 

Hon.  Joaif  WiLXiKaoNy 

Dear  sir — ^I  herewith  enclose  the  answers  of  the  several  inter- 
rogatories proposed  by  the  committee,  of  which  you  are  chairman. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  K.  STOW. 


) 


BANK  OP  LANSINGBTJRGH. 

•  * 

Answers  by  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Lansingburgh,  to  the  In- 
terrogatories addressed  to  him  by  the  bank  committee  of  the  House 
of  Assembly :  • 

To  the  1st,  W,  3d,  4ih,  6th,  6th  and  7th  interrogatories,  No, 
not  in  any  instance  whatever. 

To  the  8th.  We  frequently  accommodate  our  customers  with 
drafts  on  New- York,  at  par.  Sometimes,  though  very  seldom, 
have  sold  small  drafts  to  strangers  at  a  premium  of  )  or  i  percent. 
The  whole  amount  however  sold  in  21  years  would  not  exceed 
•10,000.     I  think  not  86,000. 

To  the  9th,  None. 

To  the  10th,  In  no  instance* 

To  the  11th,  Never. 

To  the  12th,  Yes,  unless  the  maker  became  insolvent  before  the 
paper  arrived  at  maturity,  and  different  arrangeipents  made. 

To  the  13th  and  14th,  No. 

To  the  15th,  We  have  never  adopted  such  practice. 

To  the  16tb,  We  have  not  yet  commencea  this  kind  of  busi- 
ness. 

To  the  17th,  No,  I  never  stood  in  need  of  such  advice^ 

To  the  18th,  No,  nor  have  I  been  indebted  to  this  bank  as  a 
borrower,  in  16  years.  If  I  had  been,  I  should  ha^e  considered  it 
ft  personal  transaction,,  for  which  I  was  not  accountable  to  any 
person. 

To  the  19th,  We  have  discounted,  in  that  time,  eighty -eight 
notes  and  drafts  payable  in  New- York  and  Albany,  amounting  to 
•101,526.75. 

To  the  20th,  Our  discounts  have  alwaj'S  been  made  at  the  bank, 
or  by  the  discounting  committee  residing  in  the  village? 

To  the  2fst,  We  have  never  made  such  requirement  of  any 
borrower,  but  would  prefer  receiving  payments  in  notes  other 
than  our  own;  the  reason  is  obvious:  to  aid  in  our  exchanges,  and 
keep  our  own  bills  in  circulation* 

To  the  22d,  Never. 

To  the  23d,  Never,  at  any  time. 

To  the  24th,  We  have  no  dealings  of  any  kind  with  brokers,*  nor 
have  we  ever  purchased  our  own  notes  at  a  discpunt 


46  [AstSHBLY 

To  the  25th,  We  have  occasionally  received  from  our  custom* 
ers,  in  small  sums,  what  we  call  uncurrent  notes;  that  is,  paper 
which  will  not  redeem  our  own  bills  in  New-York,  nor  answer  ia 
our  exchanges  with  the  neighboring  banks.  The^e  notes  we  some* 
times  receive  in  deposit  on  time,  occasionally  at  a  discount  of  l  or 
i  per  cent,  and  more  frequently  at  par,  when  the  exchange  is  sup- 
posed to  be  advantageous,  and  pay  them  out  on  loans,  when  the 
circulation  for  our  own  notes  would  not  be  favorable.  The  amount 
of  these  transactions,  however,  is  very  inconsiderable,  and  ia  con- 
fined to  the  bills  of  this,  and  the  eastern  States.  We  never  re- 
ceive bills  out  of  the  United  States;  nor  of  the  southern  or  wes- 
tern States. 

To  the  26th,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  such  means;  nor  has  this 
bank,  at  any  time,  or  in  any  manner,  been  concerned  in  any  of  the 
practices  condemned  in  the  Governor's  message,  and  referred  to 
m  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  27th  January. 
If  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  I  have  been  cashier  of  this 
institution  since  it  commenced  operations,  in  the  year  1818,  and 
intimately  acquainted  with  ail  its  transactions. 

Bank  of  Lansinobukgh, 
bih  Ptbruary,  1835. 

James  Reid,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Lansingburgh,  being  duly 
sworn,  says,  that  the  preceding  answers  to  twenty-six  interrogato- 
ries proposed  by  the  committee  on  the  incorporation  and  alteration 
of  the  charters  of  banking  and  insurance  companies,  are  correct 
and  true,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

JAS.  REID. 
Sworn  before  me;  this  5th  day  > 
of  February,  1835.  ) 

C.  L.  Tracy, 
CkmmUmner  of  Deeds  for  Rensselaer  county. 


BANK  OP  WHITEHALL. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Wilkinson,  Chairman,  Ibc. 

H.  W*  Palmer,  cashier  of  the  bank  of  Whitehall,  being  duly 
sworn,  says  that  he  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  printed  circu- 
lar of  the  28th  January  last,  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly of  the  27th  of  the  same  month,  tiogcther  with  the  26  inter- 
roffatories  thereto  annexed. 

To  which  interrogatories  this  deponent  answers,  to  wit: 
",   To  the  Ist,  In  some  few  instances  we  have  recommended  our  coa- 
tomers  to  make  their  paper  payable  in  -Troy,  where  our  bills  are 
redeemed  every  14  days,  and  upon  which  place  we  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  charging  a  premium  for  drawing. 

To  the  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th  and  7th  this  deponent  answers  in  th« 
nemtive,  or  no. 

To  the  8tby  About  9150. 
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To  the  9th,  He  has  no  recollection  of  having  sold  a  draft  or 
drafts  for  such  purpose  or  purposes. 

To  the  lOth  The  same  answer  as  to  the  9th. 

To  the  1 1th,  That  no  paper  has  been  discounted  for  this  purpose, 
to  his  recollection. 

To  the  12thy  In  all  cases,  except  where  they  have  been  paid  at 
oar  own  counter  without  any  charge  of  the  difference  of  exchange. 

To  the  13th  and  14th,  No. 

To  the  !  5th,  We  have  never  pursued  this  business. 

To  the  16th,  We  never  began,  therefore  never  desisted. 

To  the  17th  and  18th,  No. 

To  the  19th,  Twenty-eight,  besides  those  payable  in  Troy. 

To  the  30th,  91st,  22d  and  2dd«  No.      . 

To  the  24th,  No,  for  the  time  he  has  been  cashier  of  the  institu- 
tion; that  he  was  appointed  cashier  about  6  months  after  the  bank 
commenced  operations. 

To  the  25th,  The  bank  has  never  paid  out  over  $1,000  in  all,  of 
money  which  was  received  at  a  discount  to  a  borrower  at  par,  and 
in  the  few  instances  where  they  have  so  paid  out  uncurrcnt,  not  at 
par,  at  their  counter,  the  borrowers  stated  they  could  dispose  of 
the  money  received  without  loss.  The  money  paid  out  as  above 
was  about  9100  of  it  at  2  per  cent.,  and  the  rest  about  one-quar- 
ter of  one  to  one  per  cent  discount 

To  the  26th,  No. 

H.  W.  PALMER,   CaAier. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  this  6th  day 

of  February,  1885,  before  me. 

W.  H.  Parker. 

Supreme  Court  Commissumer. 


) 


ESSEX  COUNTY  BANK. 

Essex  Countx  Bank,    )    . 
bth  Feb.  1885.  ] 

To  John  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  Chairman,  &c.. 

Sir — Your  communication  under  date  of  the  28tli  January,  ult., 
containing  interrogatories,  is  received,  and  herein  I  return  you  an- 
swers thereto. 

Very  respectfnilv, 

A.  THOAiPSON,  Cashier. 

1st  Interrogatory,  No,  no  otherwise  than  as  stated  in  answer  to 
interroiratory  No.  8. 

2d.  This  bank  has,  when  operating  close'up  to  its  means,  refu- 
sed to  make  loans  by  way  of  accommodation,  payable  at  the  bank; 
when  at  the  same  time,  loans  have  been  granted  upon  notes  for 
whic:h  value  had  been  paid,  and  upon  notes  payable  in  Albany  and 
New- York,  where  it  was  expected  the  drawers  or  acceptors  would 
have  funds  to  pay,  and  would  pay,  such  paper  at  its  maturity. 

3d,  4th  and  5th.  No. 
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6th.  I  now  remember,  nor  do  I  believe  I  ever  knew,  of  but  one  sach 
case,  and  ifi  that  case  the  paper  would  have  been  done  whether  the 
drafts  had  been  purchased  or  not;  the  premium  on  the  draft  was 
neither  the  consideration  or  the  condition  of  the  discount,  so  far  as 
I  know  or  believe. 

7th.  Yes. 

8th.  9189.54,  as  nearly  as  I  can  now  ascertain  it 

9th.  The  proportion  that  one  bears  to  twenty-five,  or  the  propor-i 
tion  91 ,800  bears  to  945,040,  the  latter  being  the  whole  amount  sold. 

10th.  One,  I  remember  no  more. 

nth.  Yes,  in  one  instance. 

12th.  Yes,  always. 

13th.  We  have  never  retained  such  no^es  in  our  possession  'till 
due,  and  have  therefore  never  required  or  received  any  such  pre- 
mium. 

14th.  This  bank  hasjiever  charged  or  receijred  any  sums  for 
protest,  postages  or  other  expenses  upon  notes  or  drafts,  except 
luch  as  have  actually  accrued  by  reason  of  the  non-payment  of 
such  notes  or  drafts,  at  the  place  where  by  the  tenor  thereof,  they 
are'  payable. 

15th'  This  bank  has  never  pursued  such  business. 

18th.  Never  desisted,  never  having  commenced. 

17th.  I  have  never  been  admonished  or  advised  about  the  mat«> 
ter.  I  have  at  sundry  times  heard  such  business  alluded  to  as  cen- 
surable. 

18th.  No. 

19th.  Forty-six  notes  and  drafts. 

20th,  2l8tand22d.  No. 

23d.  No  such  loans  have  been  made  to  my  knowledge,  nor  do  I 
believe  any  such  have  been  made. 

24th.  No. 

25th.  We  have  never  annexed  any  such  condition  to  our  loans; 
in  some  few,  very  few  instances,  borrowers  have  taken  a  part  of 
the  proceeds  in  notes  of  the  Canada  banks,  for  the  reason  that  they 
would  answer  their  purpose  as  well  or  better  than  our  own  notes, 
but  in  all  such  cases,  it  has  been  voluntary  on  their  part, 

2Gth.     No. 
Statb  op  Nbw-York,  ) 
Essex  County^         > 

Chesterfield,  5th  February,  1835.  On 
this  day,  personally  appeared  before  me,  Andrew  Thompson,  cash- 
ier of  the  Essex  County  Bank,  who  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  says, 
that  the  foregoing  interrogatories,  numbered  from  one  to  twenty«r 
six,  are  the  interrogatories  proposed  to  him  by  the  chairman  of  the 
standing  committee,  on  the  incorporation  and  alteration  of  the  char« 
ters  of  banks,  &.C.,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assem* 
biy,  passed  27th  January,  iilt.,  and  that  the  foregoing  answers,  are 
intended  to  be  answers  to  such  interrogatories,  and  funher,  that 
such  answers  are  true,  according  to  his  best  knowledge,  recollec* 
tion  and  belief.  A,  THOMPSON,  Caskier. 

Sworn  to,  before  me,  this  5th  day  > 
of  February,  1885.  J 

Olxybb  KftBtE,  2d  Judge  of  Ommtf  CowrU. 


SARATOGA  COUNTY  BANK. 

To  the  l8t,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th  and  7th  interrogatories,  No. 

To  the  8th^  This  bank  does  not  charge  its  reguiar  customers  any 
premium  on  drafts,  and  the  premiums  received  pn  drafts  sold  to 
others,  are  so  trifling  that  no  separate  account  thereof  has  been 
kept;  the  whole  amount  received  during  the  last  year,  will  not  ex» 
ceed  twenty^five  dollars. 

To  the  9ih,  Not  any  to  my  knowledge  or  belief. 

To  the  10th,  Not  in  any  instance  to  my  knowledge  or  belie£ 

To  the  nth,  No. 

To  the  12th,  Yes,  except  in  4Mie  instance  recently,  a  small  note 
payable  at  the  Schenectady  Bank  was  retained  at  the  request  of 
the  endorser. 

To  the  13th  and  14th,  No. 

To  the  15th,  No  such  practice  has  been  pursued  by  this  bank.  . 

To  the  16th,  Answered  in  the  preceding  interrogatory. 

To  the  17th  and  18th,  No. 

To  the  19th,  Forty-seven  notes  and  drafts. 

To  the  20th,  No,  no' such  agency  has  been  employed. 

To  the  21st,  No  such  requirement  has  been  made  by  this  bank* 

To  the  22d,  No. 

To  the  23d,  No  such  loans  have  been  made  by  this  bank. 

To  the  24th,  No. 

To  the  25th,  No,  no  such  condition  has  been  made* 

To  the  26th,  No. 

Saratoga  County,      ( 

Siaie  of  MhuhYorL  J*'* 
I,  Jonathan  H.  Douglas,  cashier  of  the  Saratoga  County  Bank, 
do  solemnly  swear,  that  the  respective  answers  to  the  foregoing 
interrqapatories  are  true,  according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  beliefl  so  held  me  God* 

J.  H.  DOUGLAS, 
S^vom  this  4th  day  of  February,  ) 
1835,  before  me,  S 

G.  W.  Kir  KL AND, 
Commissioner  of  Deeds  for  Saratoga  county. 


MOHAWK  BANK. 

Th«  answer  of  D.  Martin,  president  of  the  Mohawk  Bank,  to 
the  several  interrogatories  propounded  to  him  under  the  resolution 
of  the  Assembly,  the  27th  January  last. 

To  the  1st,  2d,  8d,  4th,  5th,  6th  and  7th  interrogatories,  I  an- 
swer no* 

To  the  8th,  Nothing  received. 

To  the  9th,  None  has  been  applied. 

To  the  10th,  In  no  instance. 

To  the  nth,  No. 
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To  the  12th9  It  is  sent  to  our  depositing  bank  in  Albany,  and  by 
tbem  forwarded  to  the  plaee  of  payment 

To  the  18th  and  14th>  No. 

To  the  l&th,  We  never  required  it  » 

To  the  16th,  We  nerer  practised  it 

To  the  17  th  and  18th,  No. 

To  the  1 9th,  Those  payable'  in  Albany  amount  to  988^478.82, 
those  payable  in  New-York  amount  to  19,950. 80» 

To  the  20th,  No. 

To  the  2l8t,  We  are  not  in  the  practice  of  requiring  it,  although 
it  is  agreeable  to  us  to  have  it  done;  it  aids  us  in  making  our  ex- 
changes* 

To  the  22d  and  2dd,  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

To  the  24th,  No. 

To  the  25th,  There  has  been  no  transaction  of  the  kind  alluded 
to  in  this  interrogatory  to  my  knowledge. 

To  the  26th,  Never  to  my  knowledge* 

Schenectady  County^  ss. — Daniel  Martin,  president  of  the  Mo- 
hawk Bank,  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  he  has  read  the  inten:o- 
Satories  propounded  to  him  by  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly^  under 
ate  of  27  January,  1835,  and  that  the  foregoing  answers  are  true 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief* 

D.  MARTIN. 
Sworn  this       day  of  February, 

1885,  before  me, 

S.   W.   JONBS, 

JKrst  Judge  of  Schenectady  cewUy* 


SCHENECTADY  BANK* 

The  answer  of  Thomas  Palmer,  cashier  of  the  Schenectady 
Bank,  in  writing,  under  oath,  to  the  several  and  respective  inter- 
rogatories hereto  annexed,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  of  this  State,  of  the  27th  ult,  a  reply  of  which  is 
also  hereto  annexed. 

To  the  Ist,  this  respondent  answers  in  the  negative.  The  said 
bank,  when  applied  to  for  the  discount  of  paper,  never  having  com- 
pelled, required,  encouraged  or  recommended,  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, the  person  so  applying,  to  make  his  paper  payable  at  places  on 
which  said  bank  was  in  the  habit  of  selling  drafts  at  a  premium,  to 
the  knowledge,  information  or  belief  of  this  respondent,  as  inquir- 
ed of  by  said  ist  interrogatory. 

To  the  2d,  this  respondent  answers  in  the  negative.  This  re- 
spondent having  no  knowledge,  information  or  belief  that  this  bank 
ever  refused  to  make  any  discount,  unless  the  paper  so  offered  was 
made  payable  at  Albany  or  New-York,  as  required  of  !^  the  said 
2d  interrogatory. 

To  the  3d,  this  respondent  answers  in  the  negative.  This  bank 
havmg  never  discounted  paper  payable  either  at  Albany  or  New- 
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York,  the  officers  of  this  hank,  or  any  of  them,  knowing  or  having 
reason  to  believe  that  the  person  properly  liable  for  the  payment 
of  such  paper  would  not  have  funds  at  its  maturity  at  the  pikce  of 
payment,  to  the  knowledge,  information  or  belief  of  this  respondent, 
as  iQ^uired  of  by  the  said  3d  interrogatory. 

To  the  4th,  this  respondent  answers  in  the  negative.     This  bank 
having  never  discounted  any  paper  parable  at  Albany  or  New- 
York,  the  officers  of  the  bank,  or  any  ot  them,  knowing  or  having 
f  reason  to  believe  or  expect  that  the  person  obtaining  the  di^ount 

would,  previous  to  or  at  the  maturity  of  his  paper,  purchase  of  this 
institution  a  draft  to  be  used  in  the  payment  of  such  paper  so  dis- 
counted by  this  bank,  to  the  knowledge,  information  or  belief  of 
this  respondent,  as  Ini^uired  of  by  the  said  4th  interrogatory. 

To  the  .5th,  this  respondent  answers  in  the  negative^  This  bank 
having  never  discounted  any  paper  payable  either  at  Albany  or 
New-York,  under  any  understanding  or  arrangement  with  the  per- 
son obtaining  the  discount,  that  he  or  any  other  person  should,  kt 
the  maturity  oi  the  paper,  purchase  of  this  bank  a  draft  on  the 
place  at  which  his  paper  was  so  payable,  to  the  knowledge,  infor- 
mation or  belief  of  this  respondent,  as  inquired  of  by  the  said  5th 
interrogatory. 

To  the  6th,  this  respondent  answers  in  the  negative.  This  bank 
having  never  discounted  a  draft  or  note,  the  officers  of  the  bank, 
or  any  of  them,  knowing  or  having  reason  to  believe  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  such  draft  or  note  would  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  a 
draft  from  this  bank  at  a  premium,  to  oe  used  for  the 'purpose  of 
taking  up  a  previously  discounted  draft  or  note  belonging  to  this 
bank,  to  the  knowledge^  information  or  belief  of  this  respondent,  as 
inouired  of  by  the  said  6th  interrogatory. 

To  the  7th,  this  respondent  answers  in  the  negative.  This  bank 
having  never  sold  a  draft  or  drafts,  the  officers  of  the  bank,  or  any 
of  them,  knowing  or  having  reason  to  believe  that  the  said  drikft  or 
drafts,  so  sold,  were  to  be  used  or  applied  to  the  payment  of  any 
note  or  draft  due  to  this  bank  and  payable  at  Albany  or  New- York, 
to  the  knowledge,  information  or  belief  of  this  respondent,  as  in- 
quired of  by  the  said  7th  interrogatory. 

To  the  8th,  this  respondent  answers,  and  says,  That  the  whoI& 
amount  which  has  been  received  by  this  bank  for  premiums  on 
drafts  sold  by  said  bank  during  the  last  year  is  935.25. 

To  the  9th,  this  respondent  answers  and  says,  That  no  part  of 
the  drafte  sold  by  this  bank  during  the  last  year  has  been  applied 
as  payment  upon  debts,  notes  or  drafts  due  to  this  bank,  as  inquir- 
ed of  by  the  said  9th  interrogatory. 

To  the  JOth,  this  respondent  answers  and  says.  That  in  no  in- 
stancy, during  the  last  year,  has  this  bank  sold  any  draft  or  drafts 
to  bo  used  by  the  purchaser  in  paying  notes,  drafts  or  debte  due  to 
this  bank,  to  the  knowledge,  information  and  belief  of  this  respon- 
dent, as  inquired  of  by  Uie  said  10th  interrogatory. 
^  To  the  1 1th,  this  respondent  answers  m  the  negative.    This  bank 

having  never  discounted  paper,  the  officers  of  the  bank,  or  any  of 
Iheoi,  expecting  or  having  reason  to  believe  that  this  bank  would 
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be  enabled  to  tell  the  perion  obtaining  the  dfiKSouht  a  draft  at  a  pre* 
mium,  to  be  used  by  him  in  the  payment  of  hit  discoonted  paper 
to  the  knowledge,  information  or  belief  of  thiv  respondent,  as  in* 
quired  of  by  the  said  1 1th  interrogatory. 

To  the  J2th  and  13th,  this  respondent  answers  and  says,  *That 
thiji  bank  has,  in  all  instances,  sent  or  remitted  the  paper,  discount* 
ed  by  said  bank,  to  the  place  of  payment,  according  to  the  know* 
ledge,  infornii^tion  and  belief  of  this  respondent,  as  inquired  of  bj 
the  said  12th  and  Idth  interrogatories. 

To  the  14th,  this  respondent  answera  in  the  negative.  No  such 
transaction  having  taken  phice  in  or  on  behalf  of  this  bank,  or  by 
any  officer  of  the  said  bank,  to  the  knowledge,  information  or  be- 
lief of  this  respondent,  as  inquired  of  by  the  said  14th  interroga^ 
tonr. 

To  the  15th,  16^th  and  17th,  this  respondent  answers  and  says, 
That  this  bank  has  never  pursued  the  business  of  requiring  the  pa- 
per of  its  customers,  or  any  portion  of  them,  or  of  any  other  per- 
son, to  be  made  payable  at  Albieiny  or  New- York,  or  of  selling 
drafts  to  pay  any  such  paper  at  any  time  or  on  anv  occasion,  u^ 
the  knowledge,  information  or  belief  of  this  respondent,  as  inquire- 
ed  of  by  the  said  last  mentioned  interrogatories. 

To  the  18th,  this  respondent  answers  and  says.  That  he  has  at  no 
time  or  on  any  occasion,  directly  or  indirectly  used  the  funds  of  the 
said  bank,  or  procured  money  therefrom,  with  which  he  has  ever, 
for  his  private  benefit,  purchased  paper  at  a  discount  beyond  the 
legal  rate,  as  inquired  of  by  the  said  ISth  interrogatory. 

To  the  1 9th,  this  respondent  answers  and  says,  that  the  number 
of  drafts  and  notes,  this  bank  has  received  and  discounted  within 
ninety  days,  next  preceding  January  1st,  1885,  is  seventeen;  name* 
ly,  fourteen  payable  in  New- York,  and  three  in  Albany,  as  inqui- 
red of  by  the  said  19th  interrogatary. 

To  the  20th^  this  respondent  answers  and  says,  that  this  bank 
has  never  appointed,  authorised,  or  in  any  manner  emploved  an 
agent  or  agents,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring,  recommending,  or 
receiving  paper  for  discount,  with  any  understanding  on  the  part 
of  this  bank,  or  any  of  its  officers,  that  such  agent  shouM  charge 
to  or  receive  from  the  person  applying  for  or  obtaining  the  dia- 
^  count,  any  commission  or  compensation  for  the  services  of  such 
agent,  as  inquired  of  by  the  said  20th  interrogatory. 

To  the  21  si,  this  respondent  answers  in  the  negative;  no  sucb 
requisition  having  been  made  bv  the  said  bank  or  any  officer  there- 
of, or  any  other  person  in  their  hehalf,  to  the  knowledge,  informa- 
tion  or  belief  of  this  respondent,  as  inquired  of  by  the  said  21st  in- 
terrogatory. 

To  the  22d,  this  respondent  answers  in  the  negative;  no  paper 
havinff  been  presented  at  this  bank  for  discount,  on  being  declined 
or  refused,  and  the  same  subsequently  presented  by  a  broker  or 
any  other  person,  and  discounted ;  nor  has  any  officer  of  this  bank, 
participated,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  profits  of  the  endorse- 
ment or  brokerage  of  any  such  paper,  or  any  other  paper,  present- 
ed  to  this  bank  for  discount,  to  the  knowledge,  information  or  be- 
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lief  of  this  respondent,  as  inquil'ed  of  by  the  said  32d  intenroga^ 

to^. 

To  the  28d,  this  respondent  answers  in  the  negative;  no  loans 
have  ever  been  made  by  discount  or  <  therwise,  to  any  broker,  for 
the  business  of  exchange  or  brokerage,  in  which  any  officer  of  this 
bank  was  interested,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  the  knowledge,  in- 
formation or  belief  of  this  respondent,  as  inquired.of  by  the  said 
33d  interrogatory. 

To  the  24th,  this  respondent  answers  in  the  negative;  this  bank 
never  has  employed  any  broker  or  brokers,  or  other  person  or  per- 
sons, in  the  city  of  New-York  or  elsewhere,  and  furnished  him  or 
them  with  funds  for  the  purchase,  at  a  discount,  of  the  bills  of  this 
bank  w^  a  view  to  gain,  to  the  knowledge,  information  or  belief 
of  this  respondent,-  as  inquired  of  by  the  said  24th  interrogatory; 

To  the  25th,  this  respondent  answers  and  says,  thai  in  the  month 
of  February,  1884,  this  bank  in  consequence  of  the  great  pressure 
and  panic  then  prevailing,  gave  notice  to  their  customers  and  oth- 
ers, that  they  should  cease  to  discount  for  the  present;  and  the 
said  bank  did  so  cease  and  exerted  themselves  to  curtail,  and  did 
call  in  and  greatly  curtail  the  circulation  of  their  bills,  and  did 
very  much  lessen  their  discounts.  That  during  the  said  month  of 
February,  two  of  ths  customers  of  the  said  bank,  having  been  so 
notified,  and  having  also  been  informed  that  the  said  bank  were 
curtailing  their  circulation,  proposed  to  have  their  notes  discount* 
ed  and  take  bills  of  the  different  banks  of  this  State  other  than 
those  of  our  own  bank,  including  bills  of  the  western  banks  of  this 
State  at  par,  stating  that  these  bills  would  answer  their  purposes  as 
well  as  the  bills  of  this  bank,  and  also  stating  that  the  discount  of 
their  notes  at  that  time  would  be  to  them  a  very  great  accommo- 
dation. Accordingly  the  said  notes  were  discounted,  amounting  to 
$4,050;  that  a  greater  portion  of  this  sum  was  paid  in  bills  at  par 
in  Albany;  that  from  tl,000  to  1 1,500  thereof,  was  paid  in  bills  of 
the  western  banks  of  this  State,  at  par;  that  the  said  bills  were  at 
that  time,  at  par  in  this  city  and  neighborhood,  among  the  mer- 
chants and  citizens;  that  this  bank  then  received  the  bills  of  the 
said  western  banks  from  their  customers  in  payment  of  notes  and 
on  deposit  at  par,  except  for  collection  notes  from  Albany,  which 
were  required  to  be  paid  in  bills  of  this  bank  or  in  money  at  par  in 
Albany;  in  the  latter  case  a  discount  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent, 
was  charged  by  us  on  bills  of  the  western  banks  of  this  State  when 
paid  on  collection  notes,  and  in  some  few  instances  when  they 
were  paid  by  transient  customers,  such  discount  being  the  discount 
at  that  time  charged  at  Albany  on  such  bills.  But  this  respondent 
has  no  knowledge,  information  or  belief,  that  any  part  of  the.  said 
bills  of  the  western  banks  of  this  State,  so  paid  by  the  said  bank  in 
part  for  the  said  discounted  notes,  were  any  of  the  bills  which  had 
been  taken  at  a  discount  by  this  bank. 

And  this  respondent  further  answering,  says,  that  the  said  two 
notes,  so  discounted  as  aforesaid,  were  afterwards  paid  up,  in  the 
payment  of  which,  more  than  half  of  the  amount  thereof  watf  paid 
in  bills  of  banks  in  the  eastern  States,  which  were  received  at  par 
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by  this  bank'  in  payment  of  the  said  notes,  the  said  eastern  bills 
then  being  at  about  the  same  discount  at  Albany  and  New- York, 
as  the  bills  on  the  western  banks  of  this  State* 

And  this  respondent  further  answering,  says,  that  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  above  enumerated  cases,  neither  this  bank  nor  any 
of  the  officers  thereof^  nor  any  other  person  os  persons,  for  or  in 
behalf  of  said  bank,  to  the  knowledge,  information  or  belief  of  this 
respondent,  have,  made  it  a  condition,  directly  or  .indirectly,  or  im- 
pliedly, of  discounting  any  note,  draft  or  evidence  of  debt,  that  the 
Dorrower  should  receive  therefor,  the  notes  or  bills  of  other  banks 
at  par,  which  notes  were  not  at  that  time  current  and  of  par  valiie 
at  this  bank,  or  the  notes  or  bills  of  banks  out  of  the  United  States, 
or  out  of  this  State,  which  were  not  at  the  time  current  and  bank- 
able at  this  bank,  as  inquired  of  in  the  said  25th  interrogatory. 

To  the  26th,  this  respondent  answers  in  the  negative,  and  says, 
that  by  any.  of  the  practices  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  interroga- 
tories, or  by  any  other  means,  this  bank  has  not  adopted  a  course  of 
business,  with  the  intention  on  the  part  of  its  officers  or  any  of 
them,  of  receiving  more  than  the  legal  rate  on  paper  discounted  by 
the  said  bank,  according  to  the  knowledge,  information  or  belief  of 
this  respondent,  as  inquired  of  by  the  said  96th  interrc^tory. 

Schenectady  County^  s$. — Thomas  Palmer,  cashier  of  the  Sche- 
nectady Bank,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  he  has  read  the  fore- 
going written  answers  to  the  interrogatories  thereto  annexed,  and 
knows  the  contents  thereof,  and  that  the  same  is  true,  according  to 
the  best  of  his  knowledge,  information  and  belief. 

THOMAS  PALMER,  Cashier. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this  5th  day  ) 
of  February,  1835,  before  me,  ) 

David  Cady  Smith, 

Commissioher  of  Deeds. 

Schenectady  County,  «^,-^Archibald  Craig,  president  of  the  Sche- 
nectady Bank,  being  sworn,  says,  that  he  has  read  the  foresoing 
written  answers  of  Thomas  Palmer,  cashier  of  said  bank,  to  the  fai- 
terrogatories  thereto  annexed,  and,  knows  the  contents  thereof. 
And  this  deponent  says,  that  as  far  as  his  knowledge  or  information 
extends,  the  same  is  true,  and  that  ho  belieVes  the  whole  of  said 
written  answers  to  be  true;  and  as  an  answer  to  the  18th  interro- 
gatory, this  deponent  saith,  that  he  has  never  used  the  funds  of  the 
said  bank,  or  procured  money  from  the  said  bank,  with  which  he 
has  for  his  private  benefit,  purchased  paper  at  a  discount  beyond 
the  legal  rate. 

ARCHIBALD  CRAIG, 
President  of  the  Schenectady  Bank, 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  before  me,  ) 
the  5th  day  of  Februairy,  1835.      \ 

David  Cady  Smith, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 
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MONTGOMERY  COUNTY  BANK. 

MoNTOOnCRT  COONTT  BaNE,  ) 

JttkiutotDH,  Fd>.  6th,  1835.    I 

John  Wilkinson,  Esq.  Chairtnan^  Sfc, 

Sir — ^In  compliaoce  with  the  request  contained  in  your  circular, 
of  28th  January  last,  requiring  answers  to  twenty-six  interrogato- 
I         ries,  contained  in  said  circular,  I  here  forward  you  the  following, 
viz: 

To  the  interrogatories  number  1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  6,  11,  18,  14,  17, 
18,  20,  31,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  the  answer  is,  No. 

7th,  In  a  very  few  instances  this  bank  has  sold  drafts  to  be  for- 
warded by  mail,  for  the  payment  of  a  note  at  Albany,  belonging 
to  said  bank,  but  in  every  instance  it  has  been  done  at  the  request 
and  wish  of  the  payor  of  the  note,  and  never  been  compelled  by 
us,  nor  has  there  ever  been  any  previ*  us  understanding  of  the  kind. 

8th,  There  has  been  no  separate  account  kept  of  this  item,  but 
suppose  it  to  be  about  five  hundred  dollars. 

9th,  Amount  not  known,  but  supposed  to  be  between  four  and 
five  thousand  dollars. 

10th,  Probably  about  four  or  five  times. 

12th,  answer,  Yes. 

15th,  No  time. 

16th,  Neither  commenced  nor  desisted. 

19th,  Seventeen. 

Most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  WELLS,  Cashier. 

Note  to  interrogatory  No.  25.     This  bank  has  never  been  in  th« 

GYCtioe  of  paying  the  proceeds  of  discounted  paper  in  uncurrent 
Us.  There  has,  however,  been  two  instances;  one  about  three 
years  since,  the  other  over  one  year,  where  we  discounted  a  note 
for  a  person  going  to  Canada,  who  ofiered  to  take  Canada  bank 
notes,  believing  they  would  answer  as  well,  if  not  better,  than  the 
bills  of  this  State.  The  amount  paid  to  each  individual  did  not 
exceed  fifty  dollars.  N.  P.  WELLS,  Cashier. 

Also  in  selling  the  drafts  alluded  tp  in  No.  7,  the  idea  of  impro- 
priety did  not  occur  to  me,  but  viewed  it  the  same  as  selling  drafts 
for  other  uses.  N.  P.  WELLS,  Cashier.     . 

James  W.  Miller,  vice*president  of  Montgomery  County  Bank, 
and  Nathan  P.  Wells,  cashier  of  the  same,  being  duly  sworn  de- 
pose and  say,  that  the  answers  contained  in  the  within  statement 
are  true,  to  the  best  of  oor  knowledge  and  belief. 

JAS.  W.  MILLER. 

N.  P.  WELLS,  Cashier. 

I       Sabscribed  and  sworn  to  this  6th  day  ) 
'  of  February,  1835,  before  me,         ) 

Asm.  Morrell,, 
Firsi  Judge  of  Montgomery  County  Courts. 
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CENTRAL  BANK. 
Stats  of  Nbw-York,  )  ^^ 
Otsego  Country        ) 

Horatio  J.  Olcott,  of  Cherry- Valley,  in 
the  county  of  Otsego,  cashier  of  the  Central  Bank,  being  duly 
sworn,  says,  that  he  has  carefully  read  the  interrogatories  sent  him 
by  John  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  banks,  fcc, 
in  the  Assembly,  which  are  hereto  annexed,  and  that  he  answers 
in  writing,  on  oath,  to  said  interrogatories,  as  follows: 

To  the  1st  interrogatory,  this  deponent  answers,  That  in  a  very 
few  instances,  he,  as  the  cashier  oi  the  Central  Bank,  has  recom- 
mended to  some  of  its  customers,  to  make  a  note  payable  at  one 
of  the  banks  in  Albany,  because  the  deponent  supposed  it  would  be 
more  likely  to  be  promptly  paid,  and  in  such  cases,  only  when  the 
customer  from  the  nature  of  his  business,  expected  to  have  funds 
in  the  city,  but  never  with  a  view  to  sell  a  draft  to  enable  the  ma- 
ker, or  any  one  else,  to  pay  it.  In  no  other  manner,  has  the  Cen- 
tral Bank,  to  the  knowledge,  information,  or  belief  of  this  deponent, 
ever,  when  applied  to  for  the  discount  of  paper,  compelled,  requi- 
red, encouraged  or  recommended,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  per- 
son so  applying,  to  make  his  paper  payable  at  places  on  which  said 
bank  was  in  the  habit  of  selling  drafts  at  a  premium;  and  this  de- 
ponent further  says,  that  when  he  has,  as  above  stated,  recommen- 
ded to  have  notes  made  payable  in  Albany,  or  New- York,  it  has 
been  for  no  other  reason  than  the  one  above  stated;  and  this  depo- 
nent further  says,  that  whenever  said  notes,  so  made  payable  in 
Albany,  or  New- York,  were  not  duly  paid,  and  were  afterwards 
renewed,  the  same  has  been  done  without  any  premium  being  ask- 
ed, or  received.  The  only  charges  that  were  ever  made  on  any 
such  notes,  were  for  postage  and  protest. 

To  the  2d,  this  deponent  answers.  No:  as  this  deponent  has  no 
knowledge,  information,  suspicion  or  belief,  that  the  Central  Bank 
ever  refused  to  make  discounts,  unless  the  paper  was.  made  paya«^ 
ble  in  Albany  or  New-York. 

To  the  dd,  4th,  5th,  0th  and  7th,  this  deponeaft  answers,  Not  ta 
his  knowledge,  information,  suspicion  or  belief. 

To  the  8th,  That  •42.05  and  no  more,  has  been  leceivedby  the 
Central  Bank,  for  premiums  on  drafts  sold  during  the  last  year. 

To  the  dth,  this  deponent  answers,  That  he  has  no  knowledge, 
information,  suspicion  or  belief,  that  any  part  of  the  drafts  sold  by 
the  Central  Bank  during  the  last,  or  any  previous  year,  has  been 
applied  as  payment  upon  debts,  notes,  or  arafts  due  to  said  banL 

To  the  10th,  this  deponent  answers,  That  in  no  instance  has  the 
Central  Bank,  during  the  last  year,  or  in  any  other  year  since  this 
deponent  has  been  its  cashier,  (which  has  been  for  the  last  five 
years,)  sold  drafts  to  be  used  by  the  purchaser  in  paying  notes, 
drafts  or  debts,  due  to  said  bank;  and  this  deponent  has  no  know- 
ledge, information,  suspicion  or  belief,  that  it  ever  did  it 

To  the  11th,  this  deponent  answers.  That  no  paper,  to  his  know- 
ledge, information,  suspicion  or  belief,  has  ever  been  discounted 
by  said  bank,  under  the  circumstances,  or  for  the  cause,  or  reason, 
mentioned  in  that  int^rrogatory. 
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To  the  12th,  this  deponent  of  his  own  knowledge,  answers,  Yes. 

For  an  answer  to  the  13ih  and  14th,  this  deponent  refers  to  his 
answer  to  the  12th. 

To  the  15lh,  this  deponent  says,  That  lie  has  no  knowledge,  infor- 
4nntion,  sospicion  or  belief,  that  the  Central  Bank  has  ever  pursued 
the  business  of  requiring  the  paper  of  its  customers,  or  a  portion 
of  them,  to  be  made  payable  at  Albany  or  New-York,  and  of  sett- 
ing drafts  to  pay  such  paper,  or  any  thing  like  it. 

For  answers  to  the  16ih  and  17th,  this  deponent  refers  to  his 
Answer  to  the  15ih. 

To  the  18th,  this  <leponent  answers.  That  he  has  never  used  the 
iunds  of  the  Central  Bank,  or  procured  money  from  it,  with  which 
he  has  for  his  private  beneiit,  or  otherwise,  purchased  paper  at  a 
discount  beyond  the  legal  rate,  or  at  any  other  rate. 

To  the  10th,  this  deponent  says,  That  the  Central  Bank  has  re- 
ceived or  discounted  within  the  ninety  days  preceding  January  1st, 
1835.  which  are  payable  in  Albany  or  New- York,  thirteen  notes  or 
drafts,  amounting  to  416,147.02. 

This  deponent  answers  the  20th  unequivocally  in  the  negative. 

To  the  21st,  this  deponent  answers,  That  he,  as  cashier  of  the 
Central  Bank,  generally  gives  its  customers  to  understand,  that  he 
prefers  having  their  discounted  notes  paid  in  bills  on  other  banks; 
that  he  does  this,  that  more  of  the  bills  of  the  Central  Bank  may 
be  kept  in  cir<^ulation,  but  the  Central  Bank  is  not  in  the  practice 
directly,  or  indirectly,  of  requiring,  (except  as  stated  above,)  those 
^ho  obtain  discounts  from  it,  to  make  their  payments  in  notes  of 
banks  other  than  their  own,  and  payments  in  bills  of  the  Central 
Bank  are  always  received,  if  the  customer  prefers  to  pay  insuch  bills. 

To  the  22d  and  23d,  this  deponent  answers,  Thatsince  he  has 
been  cashier  of  said  bank,  or  at  any  previous  period,  he  has  no 
Icoowledge,  information,  suspicion  or  belief,  that  any  paper  present- 
ed to  the  Central  Bank  for  discount,  has  been  declined,  or  refused, 
and  the  same  subsequently  presented  by  a  broker  or  any  other  per- 
son, and  discounted,  in  which  any  officer  or  director  of  the  bank 
participated  'directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  profits  of  the  endorse- 
ment or  brokerage  of  any  such  paper,  or  ot  any  other  .paper  pre- 
aented  at  said  bank  for  discount,  nor  have  any  loans  to  the  know- 
ledge, information,  suspicion  or  belief  of  this  deponent,  been  made, 
by  discount  or  otherwiso,  to  any  broker,  for  the  business  of  ex- 
change or  brokerage,  in  which  any  officer  or  director  of  the  said 
bank  was  interested,  directly  or  indirectly. 

To  the  24th.  25th  and  26th,  this  deponent  answers,  That  he  has 
oo  knowledge,  information,  suspicion  or  belief,  that  since  he  has 
been  the  cashier  of  said  bank,  or  at  any  previous  time,  any  of  the 

Eractices,  or  things,  or  matters  set  out  in  these  interrogatories, 
ave  been  suffered,  done*  or  committed  by  the  Central  Bank,  or  by 
any  of  its  directors,  officers,  agents  or  servants. 

H.  J.  OLCOTT,  Cashier. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  tHis  3d  day  of 
February,  1835,  before  me, 

Jameb  Heth^inotp;«,  Commissianer  of  Deeds* 
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OTSBGX)  COUNTY  BANK* 
State  of  New-York,  )  ,, 


Outgo  County^ 

Robert  Campbell,  pretklent  of  the 
Otsego  County  Bank,  and  Heniy  Scott^  cashier  of  the  mid  bank, 
being  severalty  sworn,  depose  and  say,  in  answer  to  the  interroga- 
tories addessed  to  the  presidents,  cashiers  or  other  officers  of  the 
several  banks  in  this  state,  under  the  Safety  Fund,  (except  those 
in  the  city  of  New- York,)  under  the  resolution  upon  that  soibject 
adopted  by  the  Assembly,  January  27thy  1839,  as  foRows,  to  wit: 

To  the  1st  interrogatory,  That  this-  bank,  when  applied  to  for 
the  discount  of  paper,  has  never,  in  any  instance,  to  the  know- 
ledge, information  or  belief  of  these  deponents,  compelled,  requir- 
ed, encouraged  or  recommended,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  persoD 
so  applying,  to  make  Iris  paper  payable  at  places  on  Which  this 
bank  was  in  the  habit  of  selling  drafts  at  a  premium. 

To  the  3d,  That  this  bank  never  refused,  to  the  knowledge,  in- 
formation or  belief  of  these  deponents,  to  make  discounts,  unlesa 
the  paper  so  offered  was  made  payable  at  New-York  or  Albany. 

To  the  dd.  That  this  bank  has  never,  to  the  knowledge  of  these 
deponents,  nor  have  they  reason  to  believe,  discounted  paper  pay-* 
able  either  at  Albany  or  New- York,  when  the  person  properly 
liable  for  the  payment  of  such  paper  would  not  have  funds  at  its 
maturity,  at  the  place  of  payment. 

To  the  4tfa,  That  this  bank  has  never,  to  the  knowled;^  or  be- 
lief of  these  deponents,  discounted  paper  payable  at  Albany  or 
New- York,  with  the  knowledge,  belief,  or  expectation  of  raid 
deponentSf  that  the  person  obtaining  the  discount  would  previous 
to,  or  at  the  maturity  of  his  paper,  purchase  of  this  institution  a 
draft,  to  be  used  in  the  payment  of  such  paper,  so  discounted  by 
this  banL 

To  the  6tb,  That  this  bank  has  never,  to  the  knowledge  or  be- 
lief of  these  deponents,  discounted  paper  payable  either  at  Albany 
or  New-York,  under  an  express  understanding  or  arrangement  with 
the  person  obtaining  the  discount,  that  he  or  any  other  person 
should  at  the  maturity  of  the  paper,  purchase  of  this  bank  a  draft 
on  the  place  at  which  his  paper  was  so  payable. 

To  the  6th  and  7th,  That  this  bank  has,  in  one  instance  only^ 
to  the  knowledge  or  belief  of  these  deponents,  discounted  a  note, 
the  proceeds  of  which  were  applied  to  the  purchase  of  a  draft  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  a  previously  discounted  note  made  payable 
in  Albany,  of  one  thousand  dollars;  for  which,  this  bank  leceived 
half  per  cent,  and  that  no  other  draft  has,  to  recollection  or  belief 
of  these  deponents,  been  sold  by  this  bank  to  be  used  or  applied  in 
payment  of  any  note  or  draft  due  to  this  bank  and  payable  at  Ai- 
fcany  or  New- York. 

To  the  8tli,  That  the  amount  received  for  premiums  on  drafts 
during  the  last  year,  have  in  most  cases,  been  carried  to  profit 
and  loss,  in  connexion  with  interest  received  on  notes,  part  due, 
without  designating  the  amount  recaived  iox  eaoh;  that  the  amouat 


credited  for  prenunois,  and  premium  mod  intere«t  togeiher^  mnMmnt 
to  three  kiUMlred  and  sixty  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents;  that  it 
is  not  in  the  power  of  these  deponents,  to  ascertain  the  precise 
amount  received  for  premiums  during  the  last  year,  but  it  is  their 
opinion  that  it  would  not  vary  materially,  from  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

To  the  9th  and  10th,  That  no  draft  has  been  sold  by  this  bank 
during  the  last  year,  to  the  knowledge  or  belief  of  these  depo- 
nents, to  be  used  by  the  purchaser  in  paying  notes,  drafts  or  debts 
due  to  this  banL 

To  the  11th,  That  this  bank  has  never  discounted  paper,  the 
officers  of  the  bank,  or  any  of  them,  to  the  knowledge  or  belief  of 
these  deponents,  expecting  or  having  reason  to  believe,  that  this^ 
bank  would  be  enabled  to  sell  to  the  person  obtaining  the  discount, 
a  draft  at  a  premium,  to  be  used  by  him  in  the  payment  of  his  die- 
'counted  paper* 

To  the  12th,  the  said  Henry  Scott  for  himself,  says.  That  the 
paper  discounted  by  this  bank,  has  been  uniformly  sent  to  the 
place  at  which  the  same  was  made  payable,  with  the  exception  of 
certain  drafts  on  a  firm  in  the  city  of  New- York,  which  had  not 
been  sent  previous  to  the  failure  of  said  firm,  and  were  taken  up 
by  the  drawer,  and  if  any  other  note  or  draft  has  not  been  sent  to 
the  place  at  which  the  same  were  made  payable,  (of  which  this 
deponent  is  uncertain,)  it  has  been  at  the  request  and  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  maker;  and  the  said  Robert  Campbell  for  himself, 
says,  that  he  believes  the  foregoing  statement  to  be  true. 

To  Uie  lath  and  14th,  That  in  no  instance,  when  such  discount- 
ed paper  has  not  been  sent  to  the  place  at  which  it  was  made  pay- 
able, has 'this  bank  or  any  of  its  officers  required  or  received  the 
premium  on  a  draft  or  drafts,  upon  the  place  where  such  paper 
was  payable,  nor  have  they  required  or  received  the  payment  of 
any  charges  for  postage,  protest  or  other  disbursements  as  connect- 
ed withf  or  claimed  as  accruing  upon  such  discounted  paper. 

To  the  16th  and  16th,  That  this  bank  has  never  in  any  instance, 
required  the  paper  ofifered  for  discount  by  its  customers,  to  be 
made  payable  at  Albany  or  New-York. 

To  the  17th,  The  said  Henry  Scott,  for  himself,  says,  that  he 
believes,  that  the  practice  of  banks  requiring  paper  offered  for  dis- 
count, to  he  made  payable  at  a  distant  place,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  said  bank  to  sell  drafts  at  a  premium,  has  been  the  sub- 
ject of  conversation  with  one  or  more  of  the  Bank  Commissioners, 
but  this  deponent  has  never  been  admonished  to  desist  from  such 
practice,  nor  has  any  such  imputation  been  made  against  thiM  bank 
to  the  knowledge  of'  this  deponent. 

To  the  18th,  Henry  Scott  for  himself,  says,  that  hs  has  never 
used  the  funds  of  this  bank  for  the  purpose  of  purchtfing  paper  at 
a  discount  beyond  the  legal  rate  for  his  private  basefit,  nor  has  he 
.  ever  obtained  money  from  this  bank  for  such  purpose,  unless  in 
I  one  or  two  instances  which  occurred  probably  more  than  two  years 
lince,  and  of  which  this  deponent  is  unceKain  whether  he  did  or 
did  not  borrow  a  part  or  the  whole  from  the  bank,  and  of  which 
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he  has  not  at  present  the  meana  of  asoertaiiiiiig.  And  the  said 
Robert  Campbell,  for  himself,  says,  that  he  has  never  osed  the 
funds  of  this  bank  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  paper  at  a  discount 
beyond  the  legal  rate  for  his  private  benefit,  nor  has  he  ever  ob- 
tained money  from  the  bank  for  such  purpose. 

To  the  10th,  That  this  bank  hasdiscounted  within  the  ninety  days^ 
next  preceding  the  1st  day  of  January,  1835,  thirty«one  notes  and 
drafts,  piiyable  at  Albany  and  New- York,  amounting  in  the  aggre^ 
gate  to  nineteen  thousand  iwo  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  and  thirty 
cents,  which  the  said  Henry  Scott  knows  of  his  own  knowledge^ 
and  the  said  Robert  Gampbeil  believes  to  be  true. 

To  the  20th,  That  this  bank  has  never  appointed,  authorized,  or 
in  any  manner  employed  an  agent  or  ^^nts  for  the  purpose  oi  pro-* 
curing,  recomnaending,  or  receiving  paper  for  discount,  with  the 
understanding  on  the  part  of  the  bank  or  any  of  its  oiBccrs,  that 
such  agent  should  charge  to  or  receive  from  the  person  applying 
for  or  obtaining  the  discount,  any  commission  or  compensation  for 
the  services  of  such  agent 

To  the  21st,  That  this  bank  has  never  made  it  a  condition  with 
its  customers,  that  any  note  or  notes  discounted  by  it,  should  be 
paid  in  the  notes  of  other  banks.  This  bank  has  solicited  exchan^ 
ges  from  its  customers;  but  it  has  never  refused  to  discount  any 
note  or  draft,  for  the  reason  that  the  person  offering  such  note  or 
draft,  had  not  made  an  exchange  with  the  bank  in  bills  of^other 
banks  to  the  whole  amount,  or  any  part  of  the  amount  of  such  note 
or  draft. 

To  the  22d,  That  there  never  has  bees  to  the  knowledge  of 
these  deponents,  any  paper  made  payable  at  this  bank,  and  odered 
for  discount,  which  was  declined  or  refused  by  the  bank,  and  sub* 
sequently  presented  by  a  broker  or  any  other  person  and  discount-* 
ed,  nor  has  any  officer  of  the  bank  participated  in  the  profits  of  the 
brokerage  of  any  such  paper  so  ofiered  for  discount. 

To  the  23d,  That  no  loans  have  been  made  by  this  bank,  to  the 
knowledge  of  these  deponents,  by  discounts  or  otherwise,  to  any 
broker  for  the  business  ot  exchange  or  brokerage,  in  which  any  of- 
fier  of  this  bank  was  interested  directly  or  indirectly-. 

To  the  24th,  That  this  bank  has  never  employed  any  broker  or 
brokers  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  in  the  city  of  New- York 
elsewhere,  and  furnished  him  or  them  with  funds  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  at  a  discount,  the  bills  of  this  bank  with  a  view  to 
gain. 

To  ihe  25th,  That  this  bank  has  never,  nor  has  any  of  its  offi- 
ocrs,  made  it  a  condition,  directly  or  indirectly  or  impliedly  of  the 
discountifijr  of  any  note,  draft,  or  other  evidence  of  debt,  that  the 
borrower  should  receive  therefor  the  notes  or  bills  of  any  other 
bank  or  banks  at  par,  which  notes  were  not  at  the  lime  current,  op 
of  par  value  at  \k\s  bank,  or  the  notes  or  bills  of  any  bank  or  banks 
out  of  the  United  Stales,  or  out  of  this  State,  wliich  were  not  at 
the  lime  current  and  bankable  at  this  institution. 

To  the  26lh,  That  tVas  bank  has  not  by  any  of  the  practices  al- 
luded to  in  the  foregoing  interrogatories,  or  by  any  other  means 
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adopted  a  ooane  oi  business,  with  the  intention  on  the  part  of  its 
officers,  or  any  of  them,  of  receiving  more  than  the  legal  rate  on 
paper  discounted  by  said  bank. 

ROB.  CAMPBELL. 
H.  SCOTT. 
Sworn  by  Robert  Campbell  and 
Henry  Scott,  before  me,  this 
^  7  th  day  of  February,  1885. 

Elisha  Foote. 
Judge  of  Otsego  County  Court, 
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HERKIMER  COUNTY  BANK. 

The  answers  of  Albeit  6.  Story,  cashier  of  the  Herkimer  Coun- 
ty Bank,  to  the  interrogatories  addressed  to  him  by  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  the  incorporation  and  alteration  of  the  char- 
ters of  banking  and  insurance  companies,  by  virtue  of  a  resolution 
of  the  Honorable  the  Assembly,  of  the  27th  day  of  January,  1835. 

In  ansi^er  Xp  the  1st  interrogatory,  this  deponent  says.  The  bank 
of  which  he  is  cashier,  has  not  since  his  appointment,  compelled, 
or  required,  directly  or  Indirectly,  persons  applying  fiir  discounts, 
to  make  their  paper  payable  at  places  on  which  this  bank  is  in  the 
habit  of  selling  drafts  at  a  premium,  but  this  deponent  has,  as  such 
cashier,  in  some  instances  directly,  but  noi  indirectly,  encouraged 
and  recommended  persons  applying  for  discounts,  to  furnish  paper 
payable  in  Albany  or  New- York,  on  which  places  it  is  the  habit 
of  this  bank  to  sell  drafts  at  a  premium;  to  such  persons  as  desire 
to  remit  funds  to  those  places. 

To  the  2d,  this  deponent  answers.  That  he  has  not,  as  cashier  of 
this  bank,  refused  to  discount  paper  unless  the  same  was  made 
payable  at  New- York  or  Albany,  although  he  would  give  good  pa- 
per payable  at  either  of  those  places  a  preferecce,  for  the  reason 
that  It  is  more  promptly  paid,  and  for  the  further  reason  that  it  is 
desirable  and  necessary  to  have  funds  at  those  places. 

To  the  3d,  4th  and  5th,  this  deponept  says,  No;  not  since  he  has 
been  cashier  thereof. 

To  the  6th,  this  deponent  says,  That  this  bank  has  had  a  few 
notes,  wliic-h  were  supposed  to  be  business  paper,  discounted  by 
them,  payable  at  AUwny  or  New- York,  protested,  and  in  a  few 
instances,  have  previously  been  advised  by  the  parties,  or  some  of 
thenr>,  that  such  notes  could  not  be  paid,  and  in  such  instances,  at 
the  request  of  the  parties  to  such  paper,  or  some  of  them,  have  dis- 
counted other  paper,  and  sold  a  draft  or  drafts,  at  a  premium,  to 
enable  such  parties  to  take  up  such  paper;  this  has  sometimes  been 
done  in  order  to  obtain  additional  security,  and  always  by  discount- 
ing the  note  or  draft  and  placing  the  proceeds  to  the  credit  of  the 
proper  person,  and  leaving  it  optional  with  him  to  take  the  notes  of 
this  bank,  or  specie  at  the  counter,  or  a  draft  at  a  premium;  and 
that  this  deponent  had  reason  to  believe,  though  he  did  not  know, 
that  some  of  the  persons  would  purchase  a  draft  at  a  premium,  for 
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the  parpOM  of  taking  ap  a  prefiootly  dilooonted  note  or  draft  be- 
looffing  to  this  institution. 

To  the  7th,  this  deponent  answers  in  the  cases  specified  io  his 
answer  to  the  6th  interrogatory.  It  has. 

To  the  8th,  this  deponent  says,  He  has  not  the  means,  and  can- 
not  state  the  exact  amount  received  by  this  institation,  for  premi- 
ums on  drafts  sold  for  the  last  year,  hot  as  near  as  this  deponent 
can  state  the  same,  from  an  examination  of  the  hooks  of  the  bank, 
the  amount  for  one  year  jHrevious  to  the  1st  of  January  last,  was 
about  91,702  62. 

To  the  9th,  this  deponent  answers,  That  he  cannot  state  what 
proportion  of  the  drafts  sold  at  this  bunk  during  the  last  year,  have 
been  applied  in  payment  upon  debts,  notes  or  drafts  due  to  this 
bank,  but  sihce  this  deponent  has  been  cashier  thereof,  he  bad  sold 
drafts  to  the  amount  of  about  95,478,  which  he  has  reason  to  be- 
lieve, have  been  so  applied. 

To  the  10th,  this  deponent  says.  He  cannot  state  in  how  many 
instances  drafts  have  oeen  sold,  to  be  used  by  the  purchaser  in 

Kaying  drafts,  notes  or  debts,  to  this  bank,  but  since  this  depooeni 
as  been  cashier,  he  has  sold  drafts,  he  has  reason  to  believe  wouM 
be  used,  so  in  sixteen  instances. 

To  the  llth,  this  deponent  answers,  Not  since  he  has  been 
cashier. 

To  the  12th,  this  deponent  answers.  All  the  paper  discounted  by 
the  bank  since  he  has  oeen  cashier,  has  been  sent  to  the  place  of 
payment.  The  13th  and  14th  interrogatories  are  answered  by  the 
answer  to  the  tweltfh. 

To  the  1 5th  and  16th,  this  deponent  says,  This  bank  has  not^ 
since  he  has  been  cashier,  pursued  the  business  supposed  in  these 
interroffatpries. 

To  the  17th,  this  deponent  answers.  He  has  never  been  admon* 
ished  or  advised  upon  the  subject  in  this  interrogatory,  further  than 
to  converse  about  the  practices  therein  alluded  to. 

To  the  18th,  this  deponent  says,  He  has  not 

To  the  10th,  this  deponent  says,  The  number  is  sixtyniix. 

To  the  20th,  this  deponent  says.  It  has  not. 

To  the  21st,  this  deponent  says,  It  is  not,  but  they  generally 
prefer  that  payments  should  be  made  in  bills  of  other  banks,  for 
the  reason  that  it  gives  the  bills  of  this  bank  a  better  circulation. 

To  the  22d,  this  deponent  says,  Paper  has  been  presented  at  the 
bank  for  disc  unt  and  refused  or  declined  and  the  same  subsequent- 
ly presented  and  discounted,  but  never  by  a  broker  to  deponent's 
knowledge;  that  this  deponent  never  declined  or  refused  such  pa- 
per, with  a  view  to  enable  any  person  or  broker  to  make  a  profit 
ny  procuring  the  discount  of  such  paper,  nor  has  he  ever,  directly 
or  indirectly,  participated  in  the  prontsof  the  endorsement  of  such 
paper,  nor  does  he  know  or  believe,  that  any  of  the  officers  of  the 
nank  have  participated,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  such  profits;  that 
when  such  paper  has  been  declined  or  refused,  it  has  been  for  the 
reason  that  the  names  upon  the  paper  were  not  satisfactory,  or 
their  credit  not  sufficiently  known,  and  if  such  paper  was  subse- 
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floeBtly  ditcoQDted,  it  was  became  additional  lecarity  wai  gtvea, 
w  because,  ob  inquiry,  the  credit  of  the  persons  ascertained  to  be 

To  the  «Sd,  this  deponent  answers.  There  has  not. 

To  the  24th9  this  deponent  answers,  It  has  not 

To  tl»  26th,  this  deponent  answers,  That  he  nor  any  of  the  oflt 
eers  hia,  directly  or  indirectly,  or  impliedly,  made  it  the  condition 
ot  the  discounting  any  note  at  said  bank,  that  the  borrower  should 
leceive  therefor,  the  notes  or  bills  of  any  other  bank  or  banks 
which  were  not  at  the  time  current,  or  of  par  value  at  this  bank, 
nor  the  notes  or  bills  of  any  other  bank  or  banks  olit  of  the  United 
States,  or  out  of  this  State,  which  were  not  at  the  time  current 
Mnd  bankable  at  this  institution. 

To  the  aeih,  this  deponent  answers,  That  no  course  of  busmess 
has  been  adopted  by  him,  at'this  bank,  or  any  of  the  officers,  to 
his  knowledge,  with  a  view  of  receiving  more  than  the  legal  rate 
of  interest  on  such  discounted  paper.  r   l- V      . 

And  this  deponent  says,  he  was  appomted  cashier  of  this  msti- 
ttttion  on  the  26th  day  of  August  last,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  the  principal  executive  officer  of  the  institution,  and  all  dia- 
eonnts  and  business  has  been  done  by  him,  or  under  his  immediate 
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Sworn  to,  this  9th  day  of  Feb-  ) 

ruary,  1836,  before  me*        S         ^  ^^\ 

D*  BoawiLL,  Gsmmtsfiofisr  of  Deeds. 


BANK  OP  UTICA. 

Bank  op  Utica,      ) 
February  lOth,  1836.  \ 

Sir— I  annex  my  answers  to  the  several  interrogatories,  propo- 
sed by  the  "  committee  on  the  incorporation  and  alteration  of 
charters  of  banking  and  insurance  companies." 

I  have  numbered  the  answers  to  correspond  with  the  numbers 

of  the  interrogatories. 

Ihave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Wilkinson,  Chairman^  Sfc. 

Answer  to  the  Ist  interrogatory.  The  Bank  of  Utica  has  been 
in  the  habit  of  discounting  notes  and  drafts  for  its  dealers,  pay»bte 
at  Albany  and  New- York,  and  of  encouraging  them  to  make  their 
Daper  so  payable,  with  a  view  to  promote  a  circulation  of  lU  pa- 
Scrin  the  purchase  of  the  produce  of  the  countfy,  which  has  been 
.  mostly  sent  to  those  markets  for  sale,  and  funds  provided  by  such 

i  Sttea  to  Vay  the  discounted  notes  or  drafts  as  they  fall  due  and 

Srniah  the  means  to  redeem  their  bank  notes  when  presented  for 
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« 
payment,  which,  when  demanded,  are  usually  paid  in  drafts  oo 

hiew-York  or  Albany  without  premium,  or  in  specie.     It  has  also 

been  the  practice  of  the  bank,  to  draw  for  such  surplus  balances  as 

they  may  have  in  Albany  or  New- York,  at  a  premium. 

2d.  I  have  never  known  the  paper  of  a  dealer  with  the  bank, 
refused  a  discount,  when  the  state  of  our  funds  would  admit  of 
it,  merely  because  such  paper  was  not  made  payable  in  New- 
York  or  Albany,  though  the  notes  or  acceptances  of  persons  in 
good  credit  in  those  cities  are  usually  preferred,  because  a  great 
proportion  of  the  amount  is  in  drafts  on  the  consignees  of  produce, 
paid  at  maturity,  and  not  subject  to  the  delays  of  accoromodatioQ 
paper. 

3d.  I  know  of  no  discounts  of  paper  described  in  this  interro- 
gatory. 

4th.  I  know  of  no  discount  obtained  under  circumstances  de- 
scribed in  this  interrogatory. 

6tb  and  6th.  No. 

7th.  Answered  in  the  negative,  according  to  my  knowledge. 

8th.  To  this  interrogatory  I  am  unable  to  give  a  definite  an- 
swer, as  the  amount  received  for  premiums  on  drafts  sold,  has  been 
amalgamated  with  interest  received  on  discounted  notes  paid  after 
maturity,  postages,  &c.,  no  separate  account  of  such  premium  hav- 
ing been  kept. 

0th.  Not  a  dollar  to  my  knowledge  or  belief. 

10th.  In  no  instance  to  my  knowledge  or  belief. 

1 1  th.  In  no  case  to  my  knowledge  or  belief. 

12th,  13th  and  14th.  Yes. 

15th  and  16th.  The  Bank  of  Utica  has  never  pursued  the  busi- 
ness described  in  these  interrogatories. 

17th.  I  have  never  been  thus  admonished  or  advised. 

18th.  I  have  never  used  the  funds  of  the  bank,  procured  from 
the  bank  by  discount  or  otherwise,  in  the  manner  indicated  by  this 
interrogatory. 

10th.  The  amount  of  notes,  or  drafts  discounted  within  ninety 
days  next  preceding  January  1st,  1885,  payable  in  New- York  or 
Albany,  is,  according  to  the  best  information  in  my  power^  $115,- 
733.32,  there  being  no  separate  account  of  a  large  amount  of 
drafts  received  at  the  counter  as  cash,  and  without  premium  or 
discount. 
-     20lh.  No. 

21st.  It  is  expected  that  the  dealers  of  the  bank  will  pay  their 
notes  in  notes  of  other  banks  when  convenient  to  them,  for  the  ob- 
vious reason  that  it  will  keep  our  own  notes  in  circulation,  and 
will  enable  the  bank  to  redeem  its  paper  from  other  banks,  but  it 
is  never  made  an  indispensable  condition  to  any  discount,  our  notes 
being  always  cheerfully  received  for  debts  due  the  bank. 

22d.  No  case  oi  the  description  indicated  by  this  interrogatory, 
has  occorred  to  my  knowledge  or  belief,  though  it  has  frequently 
happened  that  paper  oflered  at  one  discount  day  and  declined,  has 
been  discounted  at  a  subsequent  day,  without  any  participation, 
directly  or  indirectly,  by  any  officer  of  the  bank,  in  the  profit  of 
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the  endorsement  or  brokerage,  in  any  trantaction  described  in  this 
interrogatory,  to  my  best  knowledge  and  belief. 

28d.  Answered  in  the  negative,  to  my  best  knowledge  and  belief 

21th.  No. 

25th.  In  the  year  1819,  a  number  of  the  banks  in  this  State  stop** 
ped  payment,  at  which  time  the  Bank  of  Utica  held  a  considera- 
ble amount  of  the  bills  of  those  banks,  received  of  its  customers 
at  par;  some  of  these  bills,  (though  nncurrent,)  were  soon  after- 
wards loaned  at  par,  to  persons  indebted  to,  or  interested  in  those 
banks.  I  have  no  knowiedge  or  recollectiott  of  any  other  discount, 
made  under  the  conditions  or  circumstances  referred  to  in  this  in- 
terrogatory. Small  amounts  only  of  the  bills  of  banks  out  of  the 
Vailed  States,  or  of  this  State,  have  been  received  by  our  bank 
at  a  discount  Notes  of  banks  in  the  United  States  and  out  of 
this  State,  have  been  generally  received  at  par,  and  sent  to  their 
places  of  issue  for  redemption,  or  to  New- York  or  Albany  for  sale 
or  exchange,  and  some  such  bills  may  have  been  paid  out  at  the 
counter,  at  par,  or  at  such  discount  as  was  agreed  on.  No  ac- 
count has  been  kept  at  the  bank  of  the  amount  received,  or  of  the 
rate  of  discount  at  which  they  were  received  or  paid  out. 

26tk  No. 

H,  HUNTINGTON, 
President  of  the  Bank  of  Utica. 

STikTB  OP  NiSW-YoRK,  >  ^^ 

Oneida  Counttfj        \ 

Henry  Huntinston,  president  of  the  Bank 
of  Utica,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  the  facts  stated 
in  the  foregoing  answers  arc  true,  to  the  best  of  his  informatioui 
knowledge  and  belief.     And  further  saith  not. 

H.  HUNTINGTON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn,  this  10th  day  ) 
of  February,  1885,  before  me.        ) 

Jno.  G.  Floyd, 

Supreme  Court  Commiirioner* 


ONTARIO  BRANCH  BANK. 

OiTTARio  BaAin^H  Bank,  ) 
Uticay  Feb.  2d  1885.    ) 

Answers  of  A.  B.  Johnson,  president  of  this  bank,  and  Thos. 
Rockwell,  cashier  thereof,  to  the  several  and  respective  interro- 
gatories propounded  in  a  printed  letter,  of  the  29th  January  last, 
to  this  bank,  by  the  Hon.  the  Assembly's  committee  on  the  incor- 
poration and  alterations  of  the  charters  of  banking  and  insurance 
oompanies: 
\       Ist  interrogatory,  No. 

2d,  No.     At  periods  when  we  can  not  discount  all  the  paper 
tkat  is  oiEsred,  and  such  periods  are  rare,  we  give  a  preference  to 
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inftM  9tnd  netted  on  New-^Tork  and  Albftoy,  aver  psper  payable 
ehewherer  but  the  drafts  and  notes  ivhich  are  thus  preferred  are 
all  operations  Havfing  from  the  proper  wants  and  regUfair  Uwiness 
of  tbe"  drawers  and  niakers* 

8d,  4tfa  and  Mh,  No. 

Othy  No.  Sometimes,  however,  persons  from  casoaltj,  embar* 
tassment,  or  from  ibe  stale  of  the  New- York  market,  may  have 
dbtttined  discounts  from  us  to  iiirnish  their  New- York  or  Albany- 
acceptors  with  funds  to  take  up  previous  acceptances^  which  we 
discounted,  and  which  lay  in  New- York  or  Albany.  In  these 
easeat,  the  new  discount  would  be  paid  bf  us  cither  in  bank  notes, 
or  in  drafts  at  a  premium,  according  to  the  choice  of  the  person 
for  whom  the  discopnt  is  made.  Such  cases  as  the  above  are  ex- 
ceedingly rare,  but  probably  may  amount,  in  the  ag^regate^  to 
#5,000  the  year.  We  do  not  at  this  moment  recollect  any  such 
cases;  and  riiouM  we  discover  a  person  inclined  to  practise  such  a 
mode  of  business,  we  should  deem  him  an  unsafe  customer,  and 
IfAdeavor  to  be  rid  of  him  as  soon  as  we  could  with  safety. 

7th,  No:  except  it  may  be  in  the  cases  referred  to  m  the  Otb 
interrogatory. 

8th,  Two  thousand  ninety-six  dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents,  firom 
January  1,  1834,  to  January  1,  183%. 

9th,  We  recollect  no  drafts  which  were  thus  sold,  thou^  such 
cases  may  have  occurred,  agreeably  to  the  remarks  uader  interro- 
gatory No.  6. 

10th.  We  beg  that  the  remarks  to  the  9th  interrogatory  may 
apply  as  the  answer  to  the  1 0th  also. 

11th.  No:  except  in  the  few  cases  referred  to  under  interroga^ 
iory  No«  6;  and  such  cases  are  always  against  our  inclination. 

13th,  Yes;  and  afmost  universally  on  the  day  that  vire  receive 
it,  when  the  paper  is  payable  at  New- York  or  Albany. 
.   13th,  I  know  of  no  instance  of  the  paper's  not  having  been  sent 
forward  to  the  place  of  payment. 

14th,  No.     We  have  never  had  any  such  paper. 

15th,  We  have  never  pursued  such  a  business;  nor,  in  any  sin- 
gle instance,  practised  it  to  our  knowledge. 

16lh,  We  never  commenced. 

17th,  The  president,  A.  B.  Johnson,  has  frequently  heard  the 
Bank  Commissioners  reprobate,  forcibly  and  feelingly,  such  prao- 
tices,  and  speak  of  them  as  usurious  and  calculated  to  bring  odium 
on  banking,  and  perhaps  destruction. 

18th.  No. 

19th,*  Drafts,  $39,406.69:  notes,  •13,444.36,  Thisamoootof 
notes  is  much  larger  than  the  usual  proportion  between  the  drafta 
which  we  discount  payable  at  New-xork  and  Albany  and  the 
notes  which  we  discount  payable  at  those  places.  The  paper  on 
those  places,  which  we  discount,  is  usually  the  regular  bumneaa 
operations  of  millers,  manufecturers,  merchants;  produce  par« 
chasers,  &c.  drawing  on  their  own  funds  that  are  in  those  cities, 

TiM  totaT  toioQBt  of  «ll  CMnr  diicosMted  atper*  psTftbte  at  Mr  own  CMUtcr  sad 
dwinf  Unm  auM  Ume  Matte,  It  fMS9441.'sa. 
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or  expected  <o  ke  at  the  matority  of  the  paper.  We  rarely  die» 
eottot  notes  payable  in  those  cities,  when  made  by  persons  wbe 
live  in  Che  country.  Experience  has  taught  us  that  the  punctual 
payments  of  such  notes  is  not  to  be  depended  upon;  and  we  hence 
dislike  to  receive  them;  and  we  never  do  receive  them,  when  we 
think  they  will  not  be  duly  paid  at  matuirily,  aod  without  renewal, 
or  any  other  assistance  from  us* 

20th,  Nil. 

21st,  No:  many  years  ago,  however,  the  bank  used  to  encourage 
its  customers  to  pay  their  discounted  notes  in  balls  other  than  those 
of  this  bank  The  object  thereby  sought  to  be  eflected  was  the 
keeping  in  eireulation  the  notes  of  this  bank. 

22d,  No,  to  both  branches  of  the  questioiv 

2dd,  24th,  Na 

25th,  No,  never.  For  several  years  past  we  haire  paid  out  ne 
notes  but  those  of  our  own  office;  even  though  we  knew  they  were 
to  be  carried  in  to  another  bank. 

26th,  No,  at  no  time*  Since  26th  December  last,,  money  has 
been  so  abundant,  and  the  demand  for  it  so  little,  we  have  dis- 
counted no  drafts  on  New- York  at  a  higher  rate  of  discount  ttiaa 
•  per  cent  per  annum.  We  shall  continue  this  rate  while  nnmey 
reoMins  abundant 

And  the  said  A.  B.  Johnson  and  Thos.  Rockwell,  being  duly 

eworn,  depose  and  say,  that  he,  the  said  A.  B.  Johnson,  has  been 

president  of  the  Ontario  Branch  Bank  since  eome  period  in  the 

year  1812;  and  the  said  Thomas  Rockwell  has  bee^,  during  the 

eriioie  of  the  said  period,  book-keeper  thereof,  and  latterly,  for 

eome  yeara,  cashier  thereof;  and  ttiat,  during  the  whole  of  the 

said  period  from  1619,  (unlees  otherwise  stated  in  the  answers,) 

the  business  and  operations  of  the  bank  have  been  conducted  in 

the  manner  related  in  the  aforesaid  answers;  and  if,  in  any  case^ 

any  exceptions  exiet,  which  have  not  been  stated  in  the  answers, 

the  omission  is  ewin^*  to  the  Irivialness  or  unfrequency  of  the  exi- 

ceptioos;  and  no  such  eiceeptioo  is  recollected  at  this  moment,  by 

either  of  these  deponents.     Dated  Utica,  February  2d,  1895^ 

A.  B.  JOHNSON, 
THOS.  BOCKWELL. 

Subeeribed  and  sworn,  February  2d,  ) 
18Si,  before  me,  $ 

Jno.  G.  Floyd, 
Supreme  Court  Cmmissioner. 


BROOME  COUNTY  BANK. 

let  Interrogatory.  Yes:  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  amount 

k     of  prpperty  taken  to  market  from  this  re«[ion  of  country,  is  lumber; 

this  is  mostly  taken  to  Baltimore,  Phihidelphia,  New^York  and  the 

soathem  states.    The  lumbermen  who  borrow  money  of  tbii  bank, 

very  generally  prefer  to  have  their  notea  jwyabla  at  Philailflphia, 
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niltimore  or  New- York,  because  they  can  pay  their  notes  from 
80  to  60  days  earlier,  (as  they  are  frequently  from  home  from  S 
to  4  months,)  and  thus  save  interest,  and  because  they  save  them- 
selves the  risk  and  expense  of  transmitting  or  l>ringiog^  the  money 
here  for  payment. 

9d,  8d,  4th  and  5th.  No. 

6th  and  7th.  Yes. 

8th.  The  whole  amount  from  the  27th  of  January,  1:834,  to  the 
S7th  of  January,  1885,  is  9439.07.   . 

9th.  Proportion  is  as  1  to  120.  We  have  sold  but  one  draft 
which  has  been  so  applied. 

10th.  One. 

11th.    No. 

12th.  In  all  but  two  or  three  instances,  and  in  those  instances^ 
held  by  request  of  the  payer. 

18th.  Yes,  in  one  instance. 

14th.  No. 

15th.  'Have  never  pursued  the  business.. 

16th. .  Never  commenced. 

17th  and  1 6th.  No. 

19th.  Three. 

20th,  21  St,  22d,  28d  and  24th.  No. 

85th.  No  business  of  the  kind  ever  transacted. 

26th.  No. 

Statb  op  New-ToaK,  ) 
County  0/  Broomej     ] 

Gyrus  Strong,  President  of  the  Broome 
County  Bank,  at  Binghamton,  and  C.  Murdoek,  Cashier  of  said 
bank,  being  duly  sworn,  say,  that  the  answers  in  writing,  to  the 
foregoing  interrogatories,  are  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief. 

C.  STRONG,  Preridemtj 
C.  MUUDOCK,  Cashier. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  6th  day  ) 
of  February,  1885.  ) 

Wm.  SBYBfora,  First  Judge  of  Broome  County. 


BANK  OF  CHENANGO. 

The  answer  of  Walter  M.  Conkey,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Che- 
nango, to  the  interrogatories  addressed  to  the  officers  of  the  seve- 
ral banks  in  this  State,  under  the  Safely  Fund,  (except  those  in 
the  city  of  New-York,)  under  the  resolution  upon  that  subject, 
adopted  by  the  Assembly,  January  27,  1835. 

To  the  1st  interrogatory,  the  snid  Walter  M.  Conkey  answers 
and  says,  That  the  officers  of  the  Bank  of  CItenango  have,  in  some 
cases,  recommendetl  and  required  applicants  for  the  renewal  of  pa- 
per, to  make  their  notes  payable  at  places  on  which  the  bank  was 
in  the  habit  of  selling  drafts  at  a  premium,  but  never  in  case  of 
«  ongmal  loan  or  discount. 
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To  the  3d,  the  «aid  Walter  M,  Conkey  answers  and  says,  That 
this  bank  has,  in  some  cases,  refused  to  renew  paper  unless  made 
payable  at  Albany  or  New-York,  but  never  to  make  discounts. 

To  the  3d,  That  this  bank  has  not  discounted  paper  payable  at 
Albany  or  New- York,  the  officers  of  the  bank,  or  any  of  them, 
knowing,  or  having  reason  to  believe  that  the  person  properly  lia<* 
Ue  for  the  payment  of  such  paper  would  not  have  funds,  at  its 
maturity*  at  the  place  of  payment. 

To  the  4th,  That  this  bank  has  not  discounted  paper  payable  at 
Albany  or  New-York,  the  officers  of  the  bank  knowing,  or  having 
reason  to  believe  or  expect  that  the  person  obtaining  the  discount 
would,  previous  to,  or  at  the  maturity  of  his  paper,  purchase  of 
this  institution  a  draft,  to  be  used  in  the  payment  of  such  paper,  so 
discounted  by  this  bank. 

To  the  5th,  That  this  bank  has  not  discounted  such,  or  any  pa- 
per, payable  at  Albany  or  New-York,  under  any  express  under- 
standing or  arrangement  with  the  person  obtaining  the  discount, 
that  he  or  any  other  person  should,  at  the  maturity  of  the  paper, 
purchase  at  this  institution  a  draft  on  the  place  at  which  his  paper 
was  payable. 

To  the  6th,  That  this  bank  has  not  discounted  a  draft  or  note, 
the  officers  of  the  bank,  or  any  of  them  knowing,  or  having  reason 
to  believe  that  the  proceeds  of  such  draft  or  note  would  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  a  draft  from  this  bank  at  a  premium,  to  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  a  previously  discounted  draft  or  note 
belonging  to  this  institution,  except  in  one  instance  and  under  pe- 
ouliar  circumstances. 

To  the  7th,  That  this  bank  has,  in  three  instances  only,  sold 
drafts,  the  officers  of  the  bank  knowing,  or  having  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  drafts  so  sold  were  to  he  applied  to  the  payment  of 
notes  due  this  bank  and  payable  at  Albany  or  New- York;  the  last 
draft,  for  such  purpose,  was  sold  in  September  last. 

To  the  8th,  That  the  amount  received  by  this  bank  for  premi- 
ums on  drafts  sold  for  one  year  preceding  the  27th  January,  1885, 
is  $296.83. 

To  the  9th,  That  the  whole  amount  of  drafts  sold  by  this  bank 
during  the  last  year,  which  has  been  applied  as  payment  on  debts, 
notes  or  drafts  due  this  bank,  is  $1,770. 

To  the  lOth,  That  this  bank  has,  in  three  instances  only,  during 
the  last  year,  sold  drafts,  to  be  used  by  the  purchaser  in  paying 
notes  due  to  this  bank,  as  stated  in  answer  to  the  7th  interroga* 
lory. 

To  the  11th,  That  this  bank  has,  in  one  instance,  discounted  a 
note  for  9500,  the  officers  of  the  bank  expecting,  and  having  reason 
to  believe  that  they  would  be  enabled  to  sell  a  draft  at  a  premium, 
to  be  used  by  the  applicant  in  payment  of  his  discounted  paper, 
and  in  one  instance  only;  this  is  the  case  referred  to  in  the  answer 
to  the  6th  interrogatory. 

To  the  12th,  That  this  bank  has,  in  all  instances,  sent  or  remit* 
tsd  the  paper  discounted  by  it,  to  the  pfaiee  of  payment 
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To  the  ISih^  That  it  is  Tully  answered  by  the  answer  to  the  ISth 
interrogatory. 

To  the  14th,  That  it  is  fully  answered  by  the  answer  to  the  12th 
interrogatory. 

To  the  15th,  That  the  deponent  was  appointed  cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  Chenango,  in  March,  1888,  and  that  since  that,  time  cus- 
tomers have  been  occasionally  required  to  make  their  notes  pay- 
able at  Albany  or  New- York,  but  that  drafts  to  pay  such  paper 
have  only  been  soM  in  three  instances,  as  above  stated. 

To  the  16th,  That  the  last  of  the  three  cases  above  mentioned, 
was  in  September,  1884. 

To  the  17th,  That  this  deponent,  as  an  officer  of  the  bank,  never 
has  been  advised  or  admonished,  that  the  business  of  requiring  pa- 
per payable  at  a  distant  place,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  bank 
to  sell  a  draft  to  take  up  such  paper,  was  improper  and  should  be 
discontinued. 

To  the  18th,  the  deponent  answers  and  says,  That  since  he  be- 
came cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Chenango,  he  has  not  used  the  funds 
of  the  bank,  or  procured  money  from  the  bank,  to  purchase,  .or 
with  which  he  has  purchased,  for  his  private  benefit,  paper  at  a 
discount  beyond  the  legal  rate. 

To  the  19th,  That  within  ninety  days  next  preceding  the  first  of 
January  1886,  this  bank  has  received  or  discounted,  notes  payable 
at  Albany  or  New- York,  nine  in  number,  amounting  ia  all  to 
•17,018  79. 

To  the  20th,  That  this  bank  has  not  appointed,  authorized  or  in 
any  manner  employed,  any  agent  or  agents,  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring,  recommending  or  receiving  any  paper  for  discount,  with 
the  understanding  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  or  any  of  its  officers, 
that  such  agent  should  charge  to,  or  receive  from,  the  person  ap- 
plying for  or  obtaining  such  discount,  any  commission  or  compen* 
saiion  for  the  services  of  such  uftenU 

To  the  21st,  That  this  bank  does  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  r&t 
quire  those  who  obtain  discounts  from  it,  to  make  their  pay<« 
ments  in  the  notes  of  other  banks;  the  officers  of  this  bank  have 
given  their  customers  and  others,  to  understand  that  they  prefer^ 
red  the  notes  of  other  banks  in  payment  or  exchange,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  up  a  circulation  of  the  notes  of  this  bank,  and  be* 
cause  the  notes  of  other  banks  serve  to  redeem  our  own. 

To  the  22d,  That  paper  has  sometimes  been  presented  at  the 
bank  for  discount  and  refused,  for  want  of  knowledge  of  its  good- 
ness, or  of  funds  to  do  it,  and  subsequently  discounted;  but  that  no 
officer  of  the  bank  has  participated,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the 
profits  of  the  endorsement  or  brokerage  of  any  such  paper,  or  any 
other  paper  presented  for  discount  at  this  institution,  to  the  know* 
ledge  of  the  deponent 

To  the  23d,  That  there  has  not  been  any  loans,  by  discounter  oth- 
erwise, to  any  broker,  for  the  business  of  exchange  or  brokerage,.iQ 
which  any  officer  of  the  bank  was  interested,  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, since  the  deponent  became  cashier  of  said  bank,  to  iiis  know- 
ledge or  belief. 
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To  the  24th,  That  since  the  deponent  came  into  said  bank,  or 
had  anj  knowledge  of  its  concerns,  the  bank  has  not  employed  any 
in^ker  or  other  person  6r  persons,  in  the  city  of  New«York  or  else* 
where,  and  furnished  any  funds  for  the  purchase  at  a  discount  of 
the  bills  of  this  bank,  with  a  view  to  gain. 

To  the  25th,  That  this  bank,  or  any  of  its  officers,  has  not  done, 
suflered  or  committed  any  of  the  acts,  matters  or  things  contained 
in  this  interrogatory,  either  directly,  indirectly  or  impliedly,  or  in 
any  other  way  whatever. 

To  the  26th,  the  deponent  answers  and  says.  That  this  bank  has 
not,  by  any  of  the  practices  alluded  to  in  the  said  interroc^atories, 
or  by  any  other  means,  adopted  a  course  of  business,  with  the  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  its  officers,  or  any  of  them,  of  receiving  more 
than  the  legal  rate,  on  paper  discounted  by  this  institution. 

WALTER  M.  CONKE Y,  ^Cashier. 

Daiedj  February  4lA,  1885. 

Chenango  County^  ss. — Walter  M.  Conkey,  cashier  of  the  Bank 
of  Chenango,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  the  a- 
bove  answers  to  the  interrogatories  therein  referred  to,  are  true, 
according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  information  and  belief,  and 
further  saifh  not  WALTER  M.  CONKEY,  Ca$kie$% 

Subscribed  and  sworn  February  ) 
4,  1885,  before  me,  ) 

Smith  M.'  Pnanv, 
Supvtme  Court  Comminumer. 


BANK  GP  ROME. 

BaIVK   Olf  RORTB,        ) 

February  lOM,  1835.  ) 

Sir-— I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  answers  to  the 
several  interrogatories  contained  in  your  favor  of  the  28th  January: 

To  the  1st,  2d,  8d,  4th,  5th  and  6th,  No. 

To  the  7th,  I  have  no  recollection  of  an  instance  of  this  kind, 
although,  had  the  occasion  arisen  we  would  have  sold  the  draft  as 
in  other  cases. 

To  the  8th,  As  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  amotint  re* 
ceived  by  the  bank  for  premium  on  drafts  is  ^12.54. 

To  the  9th  and  10th,  Answered  in  the  Tth. 

To  the  lllh.  No. 

To  the  12th,  Yes. 

To  the  13th  and  14th,  Answered  in  the  12th. 

To  the  15th  and  16th,  Answered  in  the  1st. 

To  the  17th,  The  Bank  Commissioners  have  censored  in  my 
hearing,  the  practice  of  requiring  paper  payable  in  places  open 
which  we  sell  drafts  at  a  premium,  and  giving  drafts  upon  the  same 
places  charging  premium. 

To  the  18th,  No. 

To  the  19th,  The  number  of  bills  discounted  during  ninety  days 
preceding  January  1st,  1835,  is  twenty-six;  payable  m  New- York 
and  Albany, 
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To  the  20th,  No. 

To  the  2l8t,  We  make  no  requisition  upon  this  suhject,  allboogh 
our  castomera  understand  that  we  prefer  to  receive  the  notes  of 
other  banks  to  our  own. 

To  the  22d,  Paper  has  frequently  been  rejected  at  one  time  and 
discounted  at  another.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  officer  of  the 
bank  deriving  any  profit  from  such  subsequent  discount 

To  the  23d,  24th,  25th  and  26th,  No. 

Joseph  Stringham,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Rome,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  the  above  answers  to  twenty-six  in- 
terrogatories, addressed  to  him  by  John  Wilkinson,  esq.,  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  the  Assembly  on  the  incorporation  and  alter- 
ation of  the  charters  of  banking  and  insurance  companies,  under 
a  certain  resolution  of  the  State  of  New- York,  passed  January 
27th,  1835,  are  true;  and  further  this  deponent  saith  not 

J.  STRINGHAM- 
Sworn  before  me,  this  r2th  day  ) 
of  February,  1835.  ) 

JoHir  Strykbr,  CommUiioner  of  Deeds* 


MADISON  COUNTY  BANK. 

Madison  County  Bank,      ) 
Cdzenovta,  February  2d^  1835.  ) 

Answers  of  N.  T.  Williams,  cashier  of  the  Madison  County 
Bank,  to  the  interrogatories  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, on  the  incorporation  and  alteration  of  the  charters  of  bank- 
ingand  insurance  companies. 

To  the  1st,  Some  of  the  customers  of  this  bank  have  been  en- 
gaged in  business  in  which  it  is  as  convenient  (and  in  many  cases 
more  so,)  to  make  their  paper  payable  at,  and  to  pay  it  in  Albany 
or  New- York  as  at  the  counter  of  the  bank.  We  have,  in  such 
instances,  requested  that  the  paper  should  be  made  payable  at  one 
of  those  places.  1  am  not  aware  that  this  bank  has  in  any  instance 
''  required  or  compelled"  persons  applying  for  discounts,  to  make 
their  paper  payable  at  other  places,  except  as  above  stated.  We 
prefer  to  discount  paper  payable  at  Albany  or  New- York,  when 
we  suppose  it  will  be  met  there,  for  the  reason  that  it  places  our 
funds  where  we  want  them  most  We  sell  drafts  at  a  premium  on 
New-York  and  Albany. 

To  the  2d,  This  bank  has  sometimes  refused  to  make  discounts 
except  upon  paper  payable  in  New-York  or  Albany,  for  the  reason 
that  at  the  time  such  paper  would  become  due,  it  would  probably 
require  all  the  funds  it  could  raise  at  those  places  to  meet  its  bills; 
bills  that  might  be  sent  home  for  redemption;  and  also,  because  in 
case  of  a  pressure  upon  the  bank,  we  could  get  such  paper  dis- 
counted by  the  banks  with  which  we  do  business  in  Albany. 

To  the  3d,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  paper  has  been  discounted 
by  this  bank  payable- in  New- York  or  Albany,  when  I,  or  any  of 
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the  officers  have  known,  or  had  reason,  to  belreve  that  tlie  person 
or  persons  liable  for  its  payment,  would  not  have  funds  at  matu- 
rity, to  meet  k  at  its  place  -of  payments 

To  the  4th,  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  paper  having  been  dis- 
counted at  this  bank,  where  I,  or  any  of  the  officers  of  the  bank  had 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  person  obtaining  the  discount,  would,  at 
the  raaturiiy  of  the  paper,  have  to  purchase  a  draft  of  this  bank 
for  its  payment. 

To  tne  5th,  This  bank  has  never  discounted  any  paper  payable 
at  New-York  or  Albany,  under  any  understanding  or  arrangement 
with  any  one,  that  a  draft  should  be  purchased  at  this  or  any  other 
bank  for  its  payment. 

To  the  6th,  This  bank  has  discounted  notes  and  draffs  knowing 
that  the  proceeds  would  be  applied  to  purchasing  a  draft  of  this 
bank  at  a  premium,  to  take  up  a  note  or  draft  payable  at  Albany 
or  New-York;  but  it. has  been  no  consideration  with  the  persons 
obtaining  such  discount,  that  they  should  purchase  such  draft.  It 
sometimes  happens  in  the  course  of  business  that  persons  having 
paper  payable  in  New- York  or  Albaiiy,  and  expecting  to  pay  for 
the  same  by  the  sale  of  produce,  cattle,  &c.,  are  disappointed  in 
the  time  of  getting  it  to  market,  and  they  wiH  purchase  a  draft  to 
pay  such  paper  at  maturity,  rather  than  have  it  dishonored. 

To  the  7th,  This  bank  has  sold  drafts,  having  reason  to  believe 
that  they  would  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  notes  or- drafts  due 
this  bank,  payaUe  in  Albany,  as  before  stated. 

To  the  8th,  The  amount  of  premiums  received  by  this  bank  for 
drafts  sold  and  notes  and  drafts  collected  for  banks  in  the  city, 
(which  is  the  same  thing,)  from  January  1st  1834,  to  February 
1st,  1836,  is  •813.21. 

To  the  9th,  The  amount  of  drafts  soki  by  this  bank,  from  1st 
January,  1834,  to  1st  February,  1835,  to  be  applied  as  payment 
upon  notes,  drafts  and  debts  due  the  bank,  is  (5,150;  the  premium 
received  on  the  same,  is  925.75^ 

To  the  10th,  This  bank  has  in  five  instances,  from  1st  January, 
1834,  to  1st  February,  1835,  sold  drafts  on  Albany,  to  be  used  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  notes,  drafts  and  debts  due  the  bank. 

To  the  11th,  This  bank  has  discounted  paper,  knowing  that  the 
person  obtaining  the  discount  would  purchase  a  draft  at  a  premi- 
um, to  be  used  in  payment  of  paper  discounted  at  this  bank,  and 
payable  at  Albany  or  New- York;  but  in  no  instance,  that  1  know 
of,  has  such  a  paper  been  discounted,  when  it  would  not  have  been 
dooe  without  the  purchase  of  such  draft.  In  other  words,  the 
purchase  of  the  draft  was  not  a  consideration  for  discounting  the 
paper. 

To  the  1 2th,  This  bank  has,  in  all  instances,  sent  or  remitted  the 
paper  discounted  by  it,  to  the  place  where  it  is  payable. 
To  the  13th  and  14th,  Answered  in  the  12th. 
To  the  15th,  This  bank  has  never  pursued  the  business  of  re^ 
quiring  the  paper  of  its  customers,  or  a  portion  of  them,  to  be 
made  payable  at  Albany  or  New-York,  and  of  selling  drafts  to  pay 
tach  paper,  exoept  as  befons  stated^  which  has  bMa  our  practice 
[AsMm.  No.  829.]  10 
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'Since  the  commencement  of  our  operations.  I  wish  to  be  under* 
stood  to  say  distinctly,  that  we  have  not  required  our  customers, 
or  any  of  them,  to  make  their  paper  payable  in  New-York  or  Alba- 
ny, and  that  when  we  have  discounted  such  paper,  it  has  been  for 
the  purpose  of  placing  funds  in  those  places,  and  not  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  selling  draffs  to  meet  it. 

To  the  16th,  Not  having  pursued  this  kind  of  business^  as  a  ba* 
siness,  we  have  not  of  course  desisted  from  it 

To  the  1 7th,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  been  advised  or 
admonished  that  the  business  of  requiring  paper  payable  at  a  dis^ 
tant  place  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  bank  to  seU  a  draft  to 
take  up  such  paper,  was  improper,  and  should  be  discontinued,  be^ 
cause  I  do  not  know  that  there  has  been,  in  conducting  the  busi* 
iless  of  this  institution,  any  occasion  for  such  advice  or  admonition. 
In  conversation  with  Mr.  Stebbrns,  (Bank  Commissioner,}  be  has 
said  that  the  practice  was  inadmissiUe,  and  must  be  discontinued 
wherever  it  existed. 

To  the  18th,  I  have  never  used  any  of  the  funds  of  the  bank,  or 

Erocured  money  from  the  bank  with  which  I  have,  for  my  private 
enefit,  purchased  paper  beyond  the  legal  rate,  or  at  any  rate. 

To  the  19th,  This  bank  has  received  and  discounted  44  notes 
and  drafts  within  the  00  days  next  preceding  Jan.  1st,  1835,  paya- 
ble at  Albany  and  New-York,  amounting  to  $24,141.87. 

To  the  20th,  This  bank  has  never  appointed,  authorized,  or  in 
any  manner  employed  any  agent  or  agents  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing paper  for  discount.  Nor  do  I  know  that  any  person  ha» 
ever  received  any  compensation  in  any  way,  for  obtaining  the  dis- 
count of  any  paper  at  this  bank. 

To  the  21st,  This  bank  is  not  in  the  practice  of  requiring  those 
who  obtain  discounts  from'  it,  to  make  their  payments  in  the  notes 
of  banks  other  than  their  own,  though  we  prefer  that  they  should 
do  so,  because  it  is  an  object  with  this  bank,  (as  with  all  other 
banks,)  to  keep  as  large  an  amount  of  their  own  notes  in  circula- 
tion, as  our  business  will  admit  of.  A  payment  of  a  note  in  our  billsy 
of  course  withdraws  so  much  from  circulation,  whereas,  by  re- 
ceiving payment  in  the  notes  of  other  banks  or  specie,  we  keep 
our  notes  in  circulation,  and  provide  a  fund  for  their  redemption 
when  presented.  We  have  not,  for  a  year  past,  even  made  it  a 
request  that  notes  due  this  bank  should  be  paid  in  the  bills  of  other 
banks,  because  our  circulation  has  generally  been  as  great  as  we 
wish  it  to  be. 

To  the  22d,  This  bank  has  not  had  any  transactions  of  the  kind 
mentioned  in  thi?  interrogatory. 

To  the  23d,  There  have  not  been  any  loans  or  discounts  of  the 
kind  mentioned  in  this  interrogatory,  made  at  this  bank. 

To  the  24th,  This  bank  has  done  nothing  of  the  kind  mentioned 
in  this  interrogatory. 

To  the  25th,  This  bank  receives  little  or  no  paper  that  is  not  as 
good  as  its  own,  and  that  is  not  at  par  at  this  bank,  and  conse- 
quently cannot  pay  it  out.     We  do  not  receive  any  money  at  a 
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discount     This  bank  has  never  been  engaged  in  any  kind  of  bu- 
siness mentioned  in  this  interrogatory. 

To  the  26th,  I  am  not  aware  that  this  bank  has,  at  any  time, 
conducted  its  business  with  a  view  to  receive  more  than  a  legal 
rate  upon  paper  discounted.  Nor  do  I  know  that  any  of  its  ofE* 
cers  have  been  guilty  of  the  practices  alluded  to  in  the  interrogar 
tories,  other  than  as  before  stated  it  these  answers. 

N.  T.  WILLIAMS,  Cashier. 

State  op  New-York,  ) 
Madison  County.      ) 

Nathan  T^  Williams,  cashier  of  the  Ma- 
idison  County  Bank,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say,  that 
the  foregoing  answers  to  interrogatories  of  the  committee  on  the 
incorporation  and  alteration  of  the  charters  of  banking  and  insu- 
rance compaaies,  are  true,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief. 

Samuel  Thomas, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 
CfaxeHomOy  Feb^  21,  183§« 


LEWIS  COUNTY  BANK- 

tSTATB  OF  NeW-YoBK,  > 

Lewis  County.         \ 

John  W.  Martin«  president,  and  Charles 
L.  Martin,  cashier  of  the  Lewis  County  Bank,  being  duly  sworn 
in  relation  to  the  several  interrogatories  addressed  them  by  the 
standing  committee  on  the  incorporation  and  alteration  of  charters 
of  banking  and  insurance  companies,  under  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  passed  January  27,  1835,  they  answer  as 
follows: 

To  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th  and  5th  Interrogatories,  they  answer. 
That  their  hank  has  not. 

6th  and  7th.  It  has  not  to  their  knowledge. 

6th. '  That  the  amount  received  by  their  bank,  for  premiums  on 
drafts  sold  by  them  during  the  last  year,  is  •567.62« 

Otb.  None  to  their  knowledge^ 

iOth*  In  BO  instance,  to  their  knowledge. 

1 1  th.  It  has  not 

12th,  13th,  14th,  15th  and  16th.  It  has. 

17  th  and  18th.  They  have  not. 

19th.  That  the  amount  of  notes  and  drafts,  discounted  by  their 
bank  within  ninety  days,  next  preceding  January  1st,  1835|  paya- 
ble at  Albany  and  New- York,  is  946,582.87. 

20th  and  21st.  It  has  not. 

22d  and  23d.  There  has  not 

24  th,  25th  and  26 th.  It  has  not 
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And  fttither  these  deponents  say  Bot. 

JOHN  W.  MARTIN 
CHARLES  I^  MARTIN. 
Subscribed  and  swoniy  before  me,  I 
this  9tli.  day  of  February,  1835.    ] 

Calos  p.  ScoviLf  Ckrk  of  Lewis  Connty^ 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY  BANK. 

7*he  answer  of  O^  V.  Brainard,  cashier  of  the  Jefierson  County 
Bank,  to  the  interrogatories  addressed  to  bin>  by  John  Wilfctfisoa^ 
Esq.  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  alteratton  and  ioeorpora* 
lion  of  the  charters  of  banking  aad  insurance  companies,  umier  the 
Tesol«rtion  of  the  Assembly  of  January  27,  t88d».  is — 

To  the  Ist  interrogatory^  Nevor  to  my  knowledge. 

2d,  3d,  4th  and  5th.  No. 

6th.  There  may  have  been  two  or  three  instances  within  the 
last  year,  where  we  had  acceptances  in  New-York,  and  the  ma* 
kcrs  having  been  disappointed  in  getting  their  produee  to  market,, 
or  some  other  disappointnient,  at  their  particalar  request  and  sole- 
ly for  their  accommodation,  we  may  have  discounted  their  draft 
or  note  when  we  had  reason  to  believe  they  would  buy  drafts  for 
their  paper  thus  discounted;  but  we  never  have  been  in  the  prac- 
tice  of  such  business  for  the  interest  of  the  bank,  but  when  it  has 
been  done,  it  has  been,  particularly,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
customer,  and  against  the  wishes  of  the  bank. 

7th.  This  may  have  been  done  in  some  few  instances,  as  stated 
in  the  last  answer,  but  according  to  my  present  recollection,  not 
in  more  than  two  or  three  instances  within  the  last  year,  and  then 
for  the  sole  benefit  of  the  persons  purchasing  the  draft,  aud  noc  at 
our  request  or  desire. 

8th.  •530.86. 

9th.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  over  <M,700  within  the  last  year* 

10th.  In  not  over  two  or  three  instances,  as  stated  in  the  7th» 

11th.  Never,  except  as  above  stated,  to  my  knowledge. 

12th.  Yes. 

13th.  Never,  the  paper  always  having  been  sent  away. 

14th    No. 

15th.  We  have  never  been  in  the  habit  of  requiring  it* 

16tli.  We  never  began. 

I7th.  I  never  havQ,  never  having  been  in  such  practices. 

18th.  No. 

19th.  Discounted  8H<037.48,  but  are  unable  to  say  whatamount 
of  drafts  we  have  received,  payable  at  sight  or  from  3  to  10  days' 
sight,  as  we  usually  call  them  cash,  and  keep  no  separate  account 
of  them. 

20th.  Never. 

21st.  No,  but  we  expect  our  customers  will  make  what  ex- 
changes they  can  with  us,  and  the  benefit  we  derive  from  it,  is  the 
amount  of  our  notes  we  keep  in  circulation. 
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22<1.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

23d  and  24th.  No. 

25th.  It  never  has  been  made  a  condition  of  a  loan,  directly,  in- 
directly or  impliedly,  but  there  may  ha^'e  been  a  few  instances, 
and  the  amount  very  small.  When  people  were  going  to  Canada, 
they  preferred  to  take  part  Canad«^  notes,  which  we  receive  at  1  i  per 
cent  discount;  but  I  never  have  asked  them  to  receive  such  notes, 
unless  they  were  equally  good  to  them  as  ours;  the  only  instance 
that  I  recollect,  within  the  last  year,  where  we  have  paid  out  Canada 
money  for  discounts,  without  making  an  allowance,  is  on  one  note 
for  $450  to  a  person  living  on  the  lines,  where  the  man  took  #300 
in  Canada  U>  pay  in  Kingston,  where  said  notes  were  at  par,  and 
the  balance  of  said  note  in  our  notes;  but  his  note  would  have 
been  dtsoounted  without  his  taking  Canada  money  had  he  asked  it. 

26tb«  No. 

O.  V.  Brainard,  cashier  of  the  Jefferson  County  Bank,  being  duly 
sworn,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  he  believes  the  annexed  to  be 
true  answers  to  the  interrogatories,  as  therein  stated. 

O.  V.  BRAINARD,  Cashier. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  before  me,  ) 
this  5th  day  of  February,  1835-    ] 

JoNA.  C.  Baoo,  Commissioner  of  Deeds. 


SACKETrS-HARBOR  BANK. 

The  answers  of  W.  H.  Angel,  cashier  of  the  SackcttVHarbor 
Bank,  to  the  several  interrogatories  propounded  to  him  under  the 
resolution  of  the  Assembly  of  the  27th  January  last. 

To  the  Ist,  2d,  3d,  4lh,  5th,  6th  and  7th  interrogatories,  No. 

8th,  f2112.48. 

9th,  Nofmrt. 

lOih,  Not  one. 

11th,  No. 

12th,  Yes. 

18th  and  14th,  No. 

15th,  Never. 

16th,  It  was  never  began. 

17th  and  18th,  No. 

19th,  4,  anK>unt,  911,800. 

20th,  21st,  22d,  2Sd,  24th,  26th  and  26th,  No. 

W.  H.  ANGELL,  Cashier. 
Statk  or  New- Yore,  '4 

Jefferson  County.       \ 

W.  H.  Angel,  cashier  of  the  Sacketf  s- 

Harbor  Bank,  having  been  duly  sworn,  made  answer  to  the  seve- 
ral (twenty-six)  interrogatories  propounded  to  him  under  the  re- 
volution of  the  Assembly  of  27tb  ol  January  last,  as  above  writ- 
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ten  and  subscribed  by  him,  each,  severally  and  seperately,  as  set 
opposite  each  respective  number  of  said  interrogatories. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  roe,  this  ) 
11th  day  of  February,  1835.         ) 

Zbno  Allkn, 

Judge  of  Jef.  Co.  Cotnaum  Pleas. 


OGDENSBURGH  BANK. 

The  undersigned,  David  C.  Judson,  cashier  of  the  Ogdensbargfa 
Bank,  in  answer  to  the  several  interrogatories  addressed  to  him  by 
John  Wilkinson,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  incorporations 
and  alteration  of  the  charters  of  banking  and  insurance  companies^ 
in  the  Assembly  of  this  State,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  thereof, 
passed,  January  27th,  1835.     Says: 

To  the  1st  interrogatory,  That  preferring  paper  payable  abroad 
rather  than  at  our  counter,  as  giving  us,  when  paid,  other  funds 
than  our  own  bills,  this  bank  has  encouraged  persons  applying 
for  loans,  by  giving  longer  time,  or  otherwise  making  more  favora- 
ble terms,  to  make  their  paper  payable  at  other  places,  and  some 
of  it  at  places  on  which  the  bank  is  in  the  habit  of  charging  pre- 
mium on  drafts  sold. 

2d,  That  there  has  been  periods,  during  the  operations  of  this 
bank,  when,  from  the  amount  of  its  bills  in  circulation,  and  the 
heavy  returns  from  other  banks  to  be  met  with  specie  or  southern 
funds,  that  the  bank  has  declined  discounting  and  paying  out  its 
bills,  unless  upon  paper  at  short  dates,  payable  at  such  points  or 
places  as  would  produce  funds  to  answer  the  calls  upon  us,  but  he 
is  not  awaie  that  it  has  ever  been  specifically  required  that  the 
payments  should  be  at  New- York  or  Albany,  though  it  may  have 
been  in  some  instances. 

3d,  That  no  practice  of  the  kind,  inquired  after  in  this  interroga- 
tory has  been  pursued  in  this  bank,  though  there  may,  and  un- 
doubtedly have  been  instances,  during  the  operations  of  this  bank, 
where  paper  has  been  discounted  made  payable  at  New-York  or 
Albany,  which,  some  one  or  more  of  its  officers  might  have  had 
some  reason  to  believe  that  the  person  properly  liable  to  pay  the 
same,  would  not  have  funds  at  its  maturity  at  the  place  of  pay- 
ment, to  meet  it 

4th,  That  he  is  not  aware  that  paper  has  been  discounted  with 
the  motive  or  design  of  selling  drafts  to  meet  the  payment,  but  he 
cannot  say  that  some  one  or  more  of  the  officers  of  the  bank  might 
not  have  had  some  reason  to  believe  or  expect,  in  some  instances, 
that  the  payer  would  require  to  purchase  a  draft  to  meet  the  pay- 
ment, but  he  does  not  believe  that  such  ever  has  been  the  motive 
for  the  discount. 

5th,  Without  assuming  to  speak  without  some  qualification  and 
reservation  as  to  what  may  have  possibly  occurred  in  a  single  in* 
stance  in  the  various  transactions  of  this  bank  since  its  incorpora- 
tion, he  answers  in  the  negative. 
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6th  and  Tth^  Yes. 

8th,  The  whole  amount,  to  the  credit  side  of  our  account  of 
premium,  received  during  the  year  ending  the  31st  December  last, 
is  $1,322.02,  in  which  is  included  our  charges  for  collections  and 
remittances  for  other  banks  during  the  time,  and  also  something 
for  discount  on  Canada  bills;  he  notices  one  entry  of  9160,  charged 
for  a  draft  for  98,000,  receiving  in  payment  a  bond  or  cash  paper  * 
payable  in  30  days  in  Canada  bills;  no  more  than  about  $40  was, 
lo  fact,  a  premium  on  the  draft,  the  remainder  being  the  diflerence 
between  tiie  value  of  the  paper  received  and  funds  current  at  the 
counter. 

9th,  About  one-tenth,  so  far  as  we  have  the  means  of  knowing. 

10th,  The  bank  has  no  account  of  but  eight;  there  are,  however 
some  eight  or  ten  of  .smaller  amount,  which  have  been  returned' 
protested  and  settled  at  the  counter,  and  the  premium  charged  for 
the  diflerence  between  the  funds  at  the  place  where  the  paper  was 
payable  and  here,  which  appears  to  have  been  carried  to  the  credit 
of  interest  account,  and  in  one  case,  of  paper  not  yet  cancelled 
returned  under  protest,  we  have  taken  security,  including  the  dif- 
ference in  exchange  between  this  and  New-York,  the  place  where 
the  paper  was  payable. 

llth.  He  refers  to  his  answer  to  the  4th  interrogatory. 

12th,  That  such  is  intended  to  be  their  invariable  practice;  ex- 
ceptions have  occurred,  but  he  believes  in  no  instance  except  from 
causes  arising  after  the  discount. 

13th,  Yes. 

14th,  No. 

15th,  It  has  never  pursued  or  done  such  business. 

16th,  By  referring  to  the  last  and  preceding  answers. 

17th,  He  has  had  no  such  admonition  or  advice  as  applied  to  the 
transactions  of  this  bank.  He  has  had  conversations  with  one  or 
more  of  the  Bank  Commissioners,  in  which  he  understood  them  to 
disapprove  of  such  practices  wherever  they  had  existed. 

18th,  No. 

19tb,  That  this  bank  has  discounted  during  the  ninety  days  next 
preceding  the  Ist  January,  1835,  twenty-one  notes  or  drafts,  pay- 
able at  Albany  or  New- York,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $24,- 
834.21. 

20th,  The  bank  has  not  so  employed  an  agent,  authorizing  him    . 
to  receive  a  compensation  or  commission  from  applicants  for  dis- 
count. 

21  St,  The  bank  is  in  the  habit  of  urging  on  its  customers  in  ma- 
king their  payments,  to  do  so  in  the  notes  of  other  banks  than  their 
own,  for  the  two  fold  reason  that  it  tends  to  keep  its  own  bills  in 
circulation,  and  by  having  the  bills  of  other  banks,  we  are  enabled 
to  meet  iheir  collections  of  ours. 

22d,  That  he  is  not  aware  that  any  paper  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  bank  and  declined  or  refused,  and  when  subsequently 
S      presented  by  a  broker  or  any  other  person  discounted,  unless  it  was 
^      by  having  bad  additional  name  or  names  affixed  to  it,  the  security 
was  increased,  or  eels  from  further  information  the  first  impressions 
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of  its  insuflicicnry  were  removed;  he  is  not  aware,  nor  <k>es  he  be- 
lieve that  any  officer  of  the  bank,  ever  participated  directly  or  in* 
directly  in  the  profits  of  such  endorsement  or  brokerage  of  such 
paper,  or  any  otiier  paper  presented  to  the  bank  for  discount,  un- 
less it  was  in  the  profits  accruing  from  the  business  in  which  the 
funds  were  employed. 

23d,  That  no  oflicer  of  the  bank  to  his  knowlege,  has  partici- 
pated in  the  profits  of  such  loans  as  are  inquired  after  ia  this  in- 
terroflrntory. 

24lh,  No. 

25th,  That  he  is  not  aware,  nor  does  he  believe  that  any  officer 
of  this  bank  has  ever  made  it  a  condition  of  discounting  a  note  or 
draft,  or  other  evidence  of  debt,  that  the  borrower  should  receive 
therefor,  the  notes  or  bills  of  other  bank  or  banks  at  par,  which 
were  not  at  the  time  current  or  of  par  value  at  tlie  banL 

26th,  That  the  bank  has  not  by  any  other  means,  or  by  the 
prac:tices  alluded  to  in  the  interrogatories  responded  to,  adopted  a 
course  of  business  with  the  intention  of  its  officers,  or  any  of  them, 
of  receiving  more  than  the  legal  rate  of  interest  on  paper  discount- 
ed at  the  bank«     The  respondent  deems  it  proper,  as  explanatory 
of  his  views  and  intentions,  and  of  the  other  officers  of  the  bank  in 
relation  to  the  discounting  and  dealing  in  a  kind  of  paper  which, 
from  its  location,  is  almost  peculiar  to  this  bank,  that  is  in  Canada 
bills  and  paper  payable  in  Canada,  to  subjoin  copies  of  his  letters 
addressed  at  their  respective  dates,  to  a  person  acting  a  the  agent 
of  the  bank  in  recommending,  or  procuring  loans  in  the  county  of 
Franklin.     He  is  the  more  disposed  to  do  so  from  the  fact,  that 
the  transactions  of  the  bank  through  this  agent  in  relation  to  the 
discount  of  such  paper,  has  been  called  in  question,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  some  of  the  notes  attempted  to  be  resisted,  and  although 
without  coming  to  trial  the  parties  g««ve  cognovits;  he  conceives  it 
due  to  the  character  of  the  bank  and  of  its  officers,  to  avail  himself 
of  this  opportunity  to  correct  any  unfavorable  impression  which 
may  have  g'^ne  abroad  from  such  litigation.     He  is  the  more  in- 
duced to  put  this  correspondence  before  the  committee,  as  it  will 
enable  them  to  judge  more  accurately  of  the  views  and  principles 
which  have  governed  this  bank  and  its  officers,  in  its  transactions 
of  the  character  and  nature  of  those  to  which  many  of  the  preced- 
ing interrogatories  are  directed,  than  can  be  done  by  the  direct 
answers  to  those  interrogatories. 

D.  C.  JUDSON,  Cashier. 
Sworn  before  me,  Feb-  ) 

ruary  5th,  1835.        I 

Abijah  Abbott,  J.  P. 

OODRNSBURGH  BaVK,  ) 

Dec.  20,  1830.      ) 
Jacob  Wbad,  Esq. 

Dr.  Sir — Yours  enclosing  note  is  rec'd  and  the  note  dis'd.  and 

Jou  may  pay  the  proceeds  to  drawer,  9147.33.     I  have  dated  it 
^ec  21,  and  will  b%  due  9li~84  March. 


14a  «9».)  « 

Drafts  00  Albany  or  New- York,  payable  at  4  mo.  cq*  6  mo.  ita 
discoQDt  when  the  responsibility  is  undoubted;  but,  as  by  our  char- 
ter the  operations  of  dis.  must  be  carried  o«  at  Ogds.  they  muA 
necessarily  l>e  sent  here  to  be  passed  upon,  but  may  be  paid 
through  you.  Shoiiid  any  present  themselres  when  the  responsi* 
bilitv  is  undoubted,  by  forwarding  them  you  may  expect  them  to 
be  'done,  though,  as  the  teason  advances,  we  must  shorten  the 
length  of  oredit,  not  -liking  to  extend  the  time  of  payment  beyond 

June. 

Bespecif«illy  yours,  &c. 

a  c.  luosoN,  coik. 

July  2,  1681.        \ 

Jacob  Wbad,  Esq. 

De*r  Sir — Your  favor  of  the  l*st  inst.,  with  enclosures  as  stated,  is 
rec*d«  I  trust  you  will  continue  to  bear-in  mind  a  remark  heretofore 
made,  and  repeated  in  our  personal  intervjew^  that  by  our  charter 
our  disceuals  4nust  be  made  at  Ogdeasburgh,  and  not  elsewhere. 

It  is  better,  generally,  in  order  that  it  mav  be  diftitictJy  under^ 
stood,  that  the  notes  be  left  blank,  as  to  date,  until  dis'd  here: 
there  may  be  exceptions  to  this  where  the  money  is  w«nled  imme- 
diately, but  in  those  cases  I  wish  you  to  let  the  obligors  distinctly 
understand  that  the  advancement  is  at  your  own  risque  for  their 
eccommodatioa,  and  ihat  the  discounting  the  paper  depends  upon 
<ia,  on  your  recommendations  to  that  recommendation  you  are 
aware  we  pball  pay  great  deference,  and  when  the  security  is  so 
undoubted  as  to  induce  you  to  advance  the  money  there  would  be 
no  doubt  whatever.  I  shall  endeavor  to  forward  you  some  of  our 
fcilla  by  the  relum  aiage. 

RespectfiiHy  your,  &c. 

a  C.  JUDSON,  Cash. 

OGDBNSBtmOH   EaNK.  ) 

Feb.  25M,  1832.      ) 
Jacob  Wbao,  Esq. 

Dr  Sir, — I  ind  on  my  return  home  your  favors  of  the  ISth  and 
Mth  rec'd  in  my  absence;  under  the  advice  in  yours  of  the  13th, 
I  shall  charM  lo  your  acc't  all  the  notes  then  past  due,  except 
Carpenter,  Botsford,  fcc.,  91,000,  on  which  0250  has  been  paid, 
the  i>alance  to  be  paid  according  to  their  proposition  to  you  at  the 
tinne  of  Ihat  payment. 

The  notes  enclosed,  you  may  consider  discounted. 

fiay  Cady  and  Tilton 100  00 

03  dWa  dis't,  date  Feb.  19, 1  7S 

M  22 

Haasen,  Whipple  and  others, 700  00 

dVsdis't, n  95 

688  05 


Carried  forward,  •..«••  • 
lABsem.  No.  220.1  11 


02  (A»9BM1 

Brougftt  forward, # 

f'oore  an  J  lihcoTn,  • .  • .  > 100  00 

t3d>dis% ^^-^       1  78 

Foster  and  B^rtterfietcf, • «  00 

nd^yitdit^X -- - 1  1» 

M  8« 

To  yo<Qr€feflit,». «.»..».»  tMft  SB 

Audi  debfe  jow, 

Tilton  and  Cady,  tioter^^^ ^ tOO^  00 

Sweater  and  ButterfieU^ M  31 

Haaen  and  Whipple^ 70^00 

: —  f8M  31 

Yov  wiff  continoe  to  bear  in  mind  diat  we  em  di^coimt  at  present 
only  for  cirevhtion  or  for  aoothem  funds.  We  hare  appKcations 
more  than  we  can  aceommodbte;  hot  we  ahvay »gnre  the  prefer- 
ence to  onr  oM  customers ;  to  enabte  ns  to  do  it,  they  mast  pay 
their  notes  when  they  eome  due  i»  paper  efher  than  oar  own,  for 
yon  wiH  readily  perceive  that  if  they  are  paid  in  our  ow»  Mh,  we 
ehty  pay  out  on  the  new  nolea  what  we  reccire  on  the  oU  ones. 
Exchanges  are  of  coarse  an  eqairahsnt,  and  soathern  fends  mre  aT-- 
ways  desirabie,  particularfy  so  at  present,  as  we  find  nuidi  diffi* 
catty  in  keeping  op^  o»r  acc't  at  the  sooth  at  present 

Beq)ectfttffy  yoarsy  &c. 

D.  a  JUBSON,  QiMer. 


\ 


OoMnvavraes  Bank,  I 
JHay  5,  1832.        \ 

Jacob  Wead,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir— ^I  have  yonr  fsvor  of  yesterday^  with  two  notes  en- 
closed, respecting  which  you  say  nothmg;  If  for  original  dia- 
counts  they  can  not  be  done;  if  a  continuation  of  foans  already 
made,  the  soggettions  already  made  will  govern.  The  packet  by 
Mr.  Partridge  is  not  yet  rec'd  nor  the  specie  by  Mr.  Wead. 

We  discount  paper  payable  in  Montreal,  at  short  dates,  with 
almost  the  same  readiness  we  do  paper  payable  at  the  south,  and 
for  the  same  reason,  (viz.)  it  gives  us  foreign  funds:  paper  paya* 
hU  in  Canada  is  subject  to  tlus  discount  on  that  currency  yh.  9 
per  cent,  and  i  pr.  ct.  for  collection,  unless  it  be  for  dr'fts  on  our 
agents,  H.  Gates  &  Cow,  in  which  case  we  have  nothing  to  pay  for 
collecting:  paper  payable  at  Quebec  has  an  additional  charge  of 
I  per  cent  for  exch'g  between  that  place  and  Montreal.  I  sent 
•5,000  by  the  stage  driver  last  stage,  and  expect  to  bear  from  it 
on  Tuesday. 

Respectfully  yoors,  &c» 

D.  C.  JUDSON,  CasVr. 
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Oct.  5,  1832. 
Jacob  Wbad,  EsOn 

Dear  Sir — ^I  wrote  you  laafl  night,  jproposing  to  write  you  Ibrther 
on  tlie  fittl^c<^  of  our  business.    I  have  all  aiong  perceived  that 
from  original  impressions  of  yours^  or  some  other  causes,  our  busi*- 
•less  through  you,  was  done  on  principles  which  we  do  not  tolerate 
at  the  bank  at  all;  I  mean  the  subject  of  renewals  or  taking  new 
iK>tes  to  pay  old  ones.    I  have  allowed  the  doing  so  to  pass  with* 
out  comment,  supposii^  you  were  ibity  apprised  it  was  not  in  ac* 
eordanoe  with  my  views  of  [egitimate  banking  business,  and  that 
each  case  was  acceded  to,  owing  to  some  peculiar  circumstances 
or  necessity,  which  would  prevent  the  occurrence  becoming  a  pre* 
cedent  for  future  transactions,  until  it  seems  to  have  become  a  set*- 
tied  mode  of  proceeding,  accompanied  perhaps,  by  an  exchange  or 
a  promise  to  exchange.    This  renewing  of  paper,  or  continuation 
of  loans  in  the  same  h^nds,  is  destructive  alike  to  the  interest  of 
the  bank,  and  to  its  customers.     With  the  bank,  tlie  consequence 
is,  that  having  once  got  its  capital  loaned  out,  by  continuing  in  the 
same  bands  it  has  no  means  of  accommodating  othcnK  and  without 
exchange  or  paying  in  other  paper  at  the  time  of  each  renewal,  or 
rediscounting,  the  bask  has  no  means  of  paying  its  own  paper, 
when  it  comes  back  to  iu  but  even  with  the  exchange  to  the  am*t, 
of  each  loan,  the  bank  is  in  no  situation  to  rely  on  its  own  paper 
for  relief,  in  case  of  a  pressure;  and  it  will  occur  whenever  the 
circulation  of  the  country  is  reduced;  their  customers  beinff  used 
to  get  on  without  paying,  are  not  prepared  to  do  it,  certainly  not. 
at  a  time  of  general  pressure,  and  the  refusal  to  rediscount,  instead 
of  producing  the  money,  results  in  a  prosecution^     These  are  some 
of  the  consequences  which  will  present  themselves  to  year  niind,  as 
to  the  interest  of  the  bank,  and  the  detail  of  them  includes  some  of 
those  resulting  to  its  customers;  it  will  tem^t  those  to  borrow  who 
have  not  the  means  of  paying  without  sacrifice,  t^nd  the  continue 
aoce  of  loans  by  renewals,  will  induce  them  to  omit  providing  for 
payment  of  principal,  and  after  spending  much  time  in  attending 
to  renewals  and  expenses  of  exchange  and  paying  interest,  they 
get  to  treat  the  money  as  capitaF,  and  are  not  prepared  to  pay 
without  compulsion,  cost  and  sacrifice. 

The  opposite  course,  of  requiring  payment,  will  prevent  those 
who  have  not  the  means  of  meeting  their  paper  when  it  becomes 
due*  from  borrowing;  or  if  they  do,  being  compelled  to  pay  they 
are  soon  disposed  of,  and  the  bank  always  has  its  capital  at  com- 
mand to  accommodate  new  customers,  and  to  extend  its  discounts 
wheo  the  times  will  admit  of  it,  and^o  meet  its  own  engagements 
in  times  of  pressure.  We  never  allow  the  term  renewal  or  pay* 
ment  of  a  note  by  giving  another,  to  find  a  place  in  our  transactions 
at  the  counter,  unless  it  is  some  particuliar  arrangement  for  a  cer- 
tain object,  or  time,  as  in  case  of  Col.  Stearns.  It  is  true,  we  do 
not  always  get  notes  paid  without  extending  some  further  aid  by 
way  of  discounts,  but  we  never  give  encouragements  of  it  by  our 
coarse  of  business,  or  by  any  intimations  or  understanding  at  the 


iime  of  the  roan,  in  oitRnarry  transact iensf  mnI  ifit  remftft  Ami  the 
borrower  ctinnoC  raise  the  wliok,  we  do  the  best  we  can,  and  fre- 
^aently  give  a  new  discount  for  a  part,  biK  for  a  part  ooty..  I  shalF 
expect  yoQ  to  discontinue  all  idea  of  renewals,  and  as  our  paper 
falls  duct  endetivor  to  have  it  reduced  as  much  aa  possibte,  if  not 
paid  in  full;  as  to  increase  of  loans^  it  is  wholty  out  of  the  question 
at  the  present  time ;^  we  are  doing. nothing  al  the  counter,  aiid  I  was 
not  aware  that  you  did  not  understand  our  wishe*  on  the  subject* 
Independent  of  the' general  pressure  of  the  times,  operating  upoir 
the  transactions  of  tne  year,  at  the  moment  merchanta  are  ieaving- 
for  New- York,  the  money  all  goes  there,  whether  foaned  directly 
to  them  or  not,  and  returns  upon  as  sooner  than  you  can  hnagiiie,. 
when  we  have  to  give  dfts.  at  the  sooth  for  the  ani't.,  aiM^  our  re* 
turns  from  there,  are  actuaHy  beyond  our  means.  I  return  yoo 
herein  Phelps's  note,  rec'd,  or  Titus,  and  debit  you  the  am't,  and 
shall  annex  hereto  »  statement  of  your  aiecount  Your  favor  of 
the  6th  inst.  is  just  received,  with  enclosures.  I  regret  the  misap- 
prehension of  our  wishes,  and  the  extension  of  discounts  at  thi» 
time  partictthirly  ao^  to  be  paid  iv  Canada  money,  at  rt  per  cent* 
discount. 

Respectfatly  yours, 

D.  C.  5UDS0N,  GisAser. 

« 

OemsifSBiTROM  Baftk,  > 
Oci. »,  1888.      f 
Jacov  Weao,  Esq. 

Dr.  Sir,^-I  have  rec'd  your^s  of  the  86ih  ufto.  with  enclosures* 
We  do  not  wish  the  specie  of  Mr.  Carpenter,  if  the  bills  given  in 
exchange  are  going  louth*  So  far  from  forming  an  inducement 
for  renewals  of  their  notes,  I  do  not  wish  you  to  take  it  even  if 
the  note  is  paid  up,  unless  the  bills  are  to  have  a  fair  country  cir* 
culation. 

We  have  no  note  in  the  bank  that  I  discover,  against  Paddock 
&  Smith;  we  have  one  due  SO  Augt.  <I100,  ch'd  to  your  acct  It 
is  quite  impossible  for  me  to  judge  of  the  advisability  of  each  indi- 
vidual application  for  continuation  of  loans,  and  wc  must  depend 
upon  your  judgment  and  information  in  each  case,  acting  under 
the  general  principle  and  views  I  have  heretofore  expressed  and 
repeated  to  you;  remembering  that  an  extension  of  discount:!  at 
the  present  time,  is  not  within  the  capacity  of  the  bank* 

You  have  sent  me  two  small  notes.  We  discount  none  less  than 
950.  I  wish  ^ou  to  take  none  for  less.  Men  in  the  circumstance  and 
business  of  life  of  Hiram  Lauaence  and  Greorge  Adams,  could  only 
be  pressed  by  necessity,  to  give  a  note  payable  at  Albany;  they 
have  neither  funds  nor  business  which  will  produce  funds  there; 
and  although  they  are  undoubtedly  responsible  for  the  sum  of  960^ 
vet  it  will  be  a  considerable  inconvenience  for  them  to  pay  at  Al- 
bany. It  is  not  those  who  would  by  their  necessities,  promise  to 
pay  at  a  foreign  place,  that  the  bank  would,  as  a  matter  of  policy 
for  itself  or  of  usefulness  to  the  community,  extend  accommodations 
to;  but  those  who  have  funds  there,  or  business  which  will  pro- 


No.  »9.]  86 

duce  them,  without  tacrifice.  I  htvc  rec*d  protest  for  non-pay* 
ment  on  Hazen,  Whipple  &  Button's  note,  t330,  and  John  Mc- 
Donald &  others  for  tflb.  I  have  not  rec'd  from  you  anv  Canada 
money  lately;  there  has  been  some  paid  in;  we  shall  always  ex- 

Eect  it  to  be  sent  on  to  us  when  paid  in.  I  shall  send  you  some 
ills  by  the  stage.  #850  of  the  same  bills  sent  to  you  for  Col. 
Steamsy  on  the  5th  Oct,  were  ch'd  to  our  acct  at  Albany  on  the 
18th. 

Since  writing  die  first  of  this  letter,  in  relation  to  Paddock  & 
Smith,  I  find  I  am  in  an  error.  Some  of  their  paper  was  entered 
with  Smith's  name  first,  and  so  carried  into  the  index;  and  look- 
ing to  that  acct.  discovered  thev  have  a  note  for  #75,  due  7th  Oct. 
and  another,  same  amt.,  due  7th  Nov. 

Respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

D.  C.  JUDSON,  Cashier. 

Ogobnsburgh  Bank,  ) 
Mv.  24,  1832.      S 
Jacob  Wead,  Esqr. 

Dr.  Sir — ^I  have  your  favor  of  the  23d  ulto.  with  three  notes. 
Mr.  Earle's  note  to  S.  Henman  was  due  on  tho  11 — 14th  inst, 
and  after  remaining  three  days  under  protest  for  non-payment, 
was  sent  back  to  those  from  whom  wo  rec'd  it.  We  retain  no  col* 
lection  over  three  days  after  protest.  Patterson  &  Taylor's  note 
was  protested,  for  which  we  are  charged  12s.,  and  postage  Os. — 

Say,  charges, •  •  •         #2  25 

Note, 600  00 

Int.,  say  to  Dec.  1, 8  50 

#605  75 
For  which,  we  shall  remit  by  dft.  or  otherwise,  charging  }  pr. 
ct.  is  #4.54,  making  #6I0»20,  if  miid  here.  I  enclose  you  the  note 
with  the  charges  on  it;  also  McDonald  &  others'  note,  with  simi- 
lar charges.  T  have  ch'd  tho  notes  to  your  acct.  with  the  addition 
of  those  charges.  Should  McDonald  h  Co.  deposit  the  amount  to 
our  credit  at  Albany,  they  are  of  course  not  to  be  charged  with 
the  i  per  cent. 

I  am  aware  of  the  trouble  you  have  with  the  business,  and  re« 
gret  on  your  own  account  as  well  as  ours,  that  it  has  been  allow* 
ed  tf)  get  in  its  present  shape.  I  must  add  one  observation  more 
to  those  already  made,  in  relation  to  discounts.  There  has  been 
sonne  times,  and  will  be  again,  when  we  can  discount  only  paper 
payable  abroad,  at  short  dates;  indeed  such  paper  is  always  desi- 
rable, but  yet  it  is  not  all,  oven  though  responsible,  from  wnom  we 
would  take  such  paper;  it  is  only  such  paper  as  is  ^ood,  and  comet 
to. us  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  and  which  will  be  met 
without  difficulty  by  the  obligors.  We  never  put  the  offer  before 
our  customers  generally  at  all;  if  we  did  in  time  of  scarcity,  there 
would  be  no  hesitation  in  their  promising  to  pay  any  wh^re,  and 

Set  responsible  names  for  the  performance.    But  when  the  pay 
ay  comes,  it  only  results  in  some  new  arrangement;  and  the  ob- 


ject  principally  in  view  with  us,  (vis.)  of  being  certain  of  fnnds  to 
our  credit,  is  wholly  lost  I^ll  endeavour  to  find  out  Mr.  Sa- 
Tage^  but  know  nothing  of  his  name.  Mr.  Stearns'  note  is  over 
without  protest  or  prejudice. 

Yours, 

D.  C.  JUDSON,  CasUer. 

OODENSBUBOH   BaNK,  ) 

Dec.  1,  1899.      \ 

Jacob  Wsad,  Esq. 

Dr.  Sir — Your  favor  of  the  80th  ulto.  is  before  me,  with  enclo- 
sures. Messrs.  Patterson  &  Taylor  having,  as  I  supposed,  paid 
their  note  of  9600,  you  may  receive  a  new  noic  of  them,  on  the 
terms  proposed,  on  acct  of  theirs  of  9400,  soon  to  fall  due.  The 
note  of  Powell  fc  others,  975,  and  Laurence  &  Adams  of  #60, 
must  both  be  paid.  These  notes  are  already  protested,  and  to-i!ay 
I  have  rec'd  protest  on  J.  McDonald  &  others  note  payable  24 — 
27th  for  960.  The  difficulties  and  troubles  growing  out  of  taking 
paper  payable  abroad,  from  individuals  who  have  no  funds  or  bu- 
siness which  produce  funds  at  the  place  of  payment,  is  sufficiently 
manifested  in  the  parcels  of  notes  of  this  discription,  rec'd  by  you 
in  Augt.  last.  I  believe  I  have  more  protest  on  these  papers,  than 
on  all  our  foreign  paper,  since  we  have  been  doing  business. 

Respectfully  yours, 

D.  C.  JUDSON,  Cashier. 

Oodensbvbgh  Bank,  ) 
Dec.  27,  1832.       5 

Jacob  Wbad,  Esq. 

Dear  sir — ^I  rec'd  yours  ot  the  24th,  enclosilig  F.  C.  Seymour's 
note  for  9260,  marked  at  Fort  Covington,  but  have  received  noth- 
ing from  your  place.  Seymour's  note  is  not  so  drawn  as  to  make 
the  endorsers  liable  for  the  payment  of  it,  and  we  shall  have  to 
protest  the  former  one.  In  relation  to  taking  notes  payable  in 
oamnt  money  for  those  given  for  Canada,  I  have  made  no  obser- 
ration  to  authorise  it,  and  I  could  wish  you  would  decline  any  such 
transaetion  in  future.  I  am  aware  of  the  advantage  to  the  bank 
ID  a  single  transaction,  but  to  the  extent  it  is  advantageous  to  ua 
it  is  disadvantageous  to  the  applicants.  We  have  no  wiSi  or  inten- 
tion of  doing  a  shaving  business.  Loans  to  those,  whose  business 
will  enable  them  to  give  our  bills  a  good  circulation^  and  to  pay 
their  notes  when  they  become  doe,  without  distress  or  inconve- 
nience, is  the  business  we  want  to  do,  and  no  other;  large  loans  for 
catensive  business,  of  course,  might  be  properly  the  subject  of  par-' 
tioolar  arrangement  If  your  neighborhood  and  county  does  not 
enable  you  to  make  loans  of  this  description,  we  do  not  wish  any 
to  be  made,  for  we  have  more  calls  than  we  can  possibly  accom- 
mndate  at  the  counter.  By  the  general  course  of  our  business 
through  your  hands,  I  am  satisfied  you  are  doing  all  your  in  power, 
eonaiatentiy  with  the  in^died  understanding  which  many  of  our. 
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CDstomers  have  had  from  you,  of  continuance  of  loans  by  continu- 
ed renewals,  without  too  great  a  sacrifice  to  get  all  the  accommd- 
dation  or  prolonged  paper  retired,  and  I  hope  and  trust,  you  will 
continue  to  do  so.  The  paper  payable  abroad,  cannot  by  any  pos- 
sibility be  entitled  to  any  such  indulgence.  I  intend  to  come  out 
tad  see  you  in  ttie  course  of  the  month. 

Respectfully,  vours,  &c. 

D.  C.  JUDSON,  Cashier. 

OGDBKSBVnOH  BaNK, 

Dec.  30,  1832. 

Jacob  Wbad,  Esq. 

Dear  sir — Your  favor  of  the  26th  inst.  is  rec'd  with  enclosures. 
You  speak  of  the  makers. of  a  certain  note  sent,  as  having  compli- 
ed with  the  ''  condition  of  renewal,"  as  being  a  matter  of  course 
that  a  renewal  or  renewed  discount  is  to  be  granted.  I  should  not 
notice  this,  but  fear  that  you  will  again  take  it  as  a  precedent  not- 
withstanding my  continued  and  repeated  protestations  and  declara- 
tions against  renewals;  they  are  unknown  to  us,  except  as  a  mat- 
ter of  agreement  prior  to  the  loan.  I  find  no  fault  with  the 
transaction,  but  past  experience  admonishes  me  of  the  necessity  of 
guarding  against  your  allowing  exceptions  to  general  rules  to  be- 
come subversive  of  the  rule,  and  the  exceptions  a  precedent  for 
other  transactions,  until  the  rule  is  lost  sight  of  and  the  exceptions 
become  the  governing  rule.  All  bank  correspondence  should  be 
brief  and  pertinent^  the  extent  and  variety  of  its  transactions  do  not 
aiJow  of  much  talk  in  each  case.  -  Allow  me  to  suggest,  that  the 
body  of  your  letters  should  always  describe  the  notes  annex'd, 
or  otherwise,  after  they  are  detached  or  taken  out,  a  reference  to 
the  letter  will  be  no  guide  as  to  what  it  contains,  as  thus: 

I  endose  for  discount — 

A.  tL  B.,  C.  D.  &  £,  F.,  note  for  «60D,  fcc.  &c. 
The  following  notes  have  been  paid-— 

T.  J.  and  others,  f&OO,  tLC*  &c. 
Mem. — Such  a  date,  principally  your  bills  or  foreign,  as  the  ease 

may  be. 

When  you  have  sueh  coufidence,  that  notes  endorsed  will  be 
discmialed  as  to  advance  the  money,  mention  the  fact. 

The  disposition  oi*  readiness  to  allow  exceptions  to  become  pre- 
cedents to  the  subversion  of  the  rule,  is  manifest  in  the  recent  notes 
payable  in  Canada  money,  nvhich  have  become  due.  I  assented  to 
the  renewal  of  Patterson  fc  Taylor  under  particular  circumstances, 
and  all  others  have  been  brought  forward  to  claim  extension  on 
the  same  terms;  they  are  already  done,  and  let  them  go;  but  I 
have  such  an  utter  repugnance  to  these  shaving  transactions,  that 
I  shall  endorse  on  each  of  the  notes,  that  they  are  to  be  paid  in 
Canada  money,  and  shall  so  receive  them  if  the  obligors  wish.  I 
pray  you  to  get  rid  entirely,  of  all  the  renewal  business  as  rapidly 
as  poeslMe;  yoo  cannot  now  but  be  aware,  that  it  is  not  in  accofd- 
with  our  views  and  wishes,  and  is  only  to  be  tolerated  from 


havioff  been  encouraged  heretofore  by  yourself,  until  it  can  be  do- 
led without  toQ  great  distress  to  our  customers. 

Respectfully^  yours,  &c. 

•D.  C.  JUDSON,  Cashier. 

OODENSBVBOH  BaNK,  ) 

July  ^7,  1833.        S 
J.  Wbad,  Esqn 

De'r  Sit— Your  favor  of  the  26th  insL  is  rec'd,  •  •  •  • 
•  #»•*••*  There  seems  to  be  a  spirit  of  trickery 
and  fraud  pervading  your  county,  which  I  am  almost  unwilling  to 
encounter,  as  it  must  more  or  less  result  in  litigation;  and  I  have 
pondered  some  upon  it  whether  we  would  not  withdraw  our  busi- 
n3ss  from  them  wholly.  I  will  not  do  it  at  present,  and  shall  send 
you  some  bills  by  Mr.  Hawkins.  Can,  you  confidentially  or  other* 
wise,  give  me  the  name  of  the  lawyer  who  has  counselled  Mr. 
Carpenter  1  If  he  understands  correctly  the  facts  of  the  case  I  pro- 
nounce him  a  knave  or  a  fool.  The  addition  or  deduction  of 
exch's  is  every  day  practic'd  in  all  banks.  The  city  banks  dis- 
count country  paper,  charging  1  pr.  ct.  exch's  and  collection,  con- 
stantly. They  take,  so  do  we,  paper  payable  in  London,  and  add 
the  rate  of  exchange.  Scarcely  a  week  passes  but  what  we  buy 
more  or  less  of  paper  payable  where  we  pay  a  premium  and  de- 
duct interest  for  time.  To  satisfy  you,  and  through  you  our  cus- 
tomers, that  what  we  charge  for  exchange  and  collection  on  paper 
payable  in  Canada  is  not  unreasonable,  and  in  no  respect  a  cover 
to  usurious  interest,  I  will  state  to  you  at  some  length  what  have 
been  our  negotiations,  and  what  are  our  present  arrangements  as 
to  Lower  Canada  funds  and  collections.  Last  year  we  had  no  ar- 
rangement on  the  subject,  but  generally  waited  until  about  the 
time  our  paper  became  due  and  sent  to  Messrs.  Mills  k  Co.  to  col- 
lect and  remit,  on  as  favorable  terms  as  they  could  afford,  with  the 
Canada  bills,  which  we  also  sent  them:  their  dealings  were  fair 
and  liberal  with  us,  but  the  discount  we  had  to  pay  was  uncertain, 
and  varied  according  to  circumstances,  and  we  were  desirous  of 
effecting  an  arrangement  which  should  enable  us  to  know  what  to 
depend  upon.  I  addressed  Messrs.  H.  Gates  &  Co.,  Messrs.  Mills  & 
Co.  and  another  house  on  the  subject.  Messrs.  Mills  &  Co.  and  the 
other  house  declined  making  a  proposition.  In  order  to  induce  the 
offer  of  advantageous  terms,  I  ask'd  **  a  proposition  from  them  of 

fiving  us  dr'ftson  time,  in  lieu  of  discount,  for  our  Canada  funds, 
eeping  an  interest  acct.  at  5  pr.  ct.  and  charging  us  nothing  for 
collections."  This  was  in  April:  the  4th  May  I  got  their  answer, 
as  the  "best  and  only  terms"  they  could  give:  in  substance,  to 
receive  all  our  Canada  funds  through  the  year;  to  do  all  our  col- 
lections, without  charge  for  collecting  in  the  lower  province; 
charging  \  per  ct.  for  exch'g  on  Quebec  collections;  place  am*U 
as  rec  d  or  collected  to  credit,  at  an  interest  of  5  per  ct.;  remit  as 
instructed  when  funds  accumulated  to  from  2  to  8,000  dollars,  by 
their  note  payable  at  M.  &  Pars,  bank,  Albany,  at  120  days,  wUk- 
out  tnureu,  at  par.    This  proposition  was  the  subject  of  corr«- 


pondenee  tod  dMCUMiom  aiotil  die  first  of  this  moath?  as  ikeys  in- 
stead of  y JeJding  any  thiag^  seemed  iadined  to  draw  the  tenns  ia 
4letaii  even  closer^  the  negotiation  was  closed^  and  we  are  now 
without  any  terms,  hot  send  onr  business  to  Mills,  as  last  year« 
You  will  perceive  the  terms  of  Messrs*  Gates  &  Co.,  supposing 
our  funds  to  be  worth  7  per  ct.  interest,  are  equal  to  charging  fti 
pr.  cL  on  the  remittance  Ibr  eichange,  while  leaving  our  funds 
«uitU  remitted,  including  all  our  Canada  bills  at  5  pr.  ct.  interest, 
would  be  more  than  equal  to  receivii^  k  pr.  ct.  for  collections* 
And  are  we  to  be  charged  with  extortion,  wiili  an  endeavor  to 
cover  up  usury  by  charging  3  per  ct  for  exch^g  and  collection,  on 
a  note  payseble  pi-ospectively,  and  which  must  be  calculated  as  Uia 
general  average,  wheto  for  the  same  exch's  and  coUeptioos  we  can 
not  get  tertfis  better  than  about  21  pr.  ct.,  besides  postage,  writing 
letters,  carrying  throOffh  our  books,  &c.  &c.,  saying  nothing  of 
risk  of  transmission  t  When  the  note  in  quesUoa  becotnes  due  it 
is  impossible  to  say  what  will  be  the  actual  rate  of  exchange,  nor 
will  it  vary  the  case  whether  higher  or  lower.  I  have  gone  into 
the  particolars  of  our  Canada  negotiations  because  I  fesr  that  Car^ 
penter^s  views  and  intentions  are  likely  to  become  public,  and  it  is 
not  impossible  some  of  those  who  are  indebted  to  us,  payable  at 
Montreal,  will  undertake  to  try  the  question  who  have  not  hereto>- 
fore  thought  of  it,  and  should  wish  to  enable  you  to  state  to  them 
truly  what  are  the  facts  about  it:  we  shsil  be  ready  to  meet  the 
question  whenever  it  is  raised.  While  I  have  chsrce  of  this  bank 
it  certainly  is  my  business  and  desire  that  it  should  make  profits 
Jiiirhf  and  kamorabbf  but  not  otherwise :  nor  would  I  wish  ever  to 
make  a  loan  to  an  individual  which  was  not  beneficial  to  him.  Ex* 
toTiion  and  oppression  make  ao  part  of  my  wishes  or  inclinations 
mils  bostoess. 

'   I  am  respecstfuUy  yours,  ^. 

D.  C.  JUD80N,  Ca$h. 


ONONDAGA  COUNTY  BANK. 

Onondaga  County  Bank,  2 
February  lOM,  1635.      | 

I>€ar  Sir*-Endosed,  you  have  the  answers  to  the  interrogato- 
ries made  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  Assembly,  Jan.  27,  1886. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

M.  S.  MARSH,  Cashier. 
J<NBif  Wii^DNeoif,  Esq., 

Chairman  of  the  Bank  CommiUee,  Assembly. 

Answers  of  Oliver  R.  Strong,  president,  and  Moses  S.  Marsh, 
cashier  of  the  Onondaga  County  Bank,  to  the  interrogatories  ad- 
dreaaed  to  them  under  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly,  adopted  Jan- 
uary S7«  1835,  by  John  Wilkinson,  chairman  of  the  bank  commit- 

e. 
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To  die  1ft  intarrogvtorj,  The  Otaomb^  CottDty  Bask  hat  not 
eompelled  or  required  any  person  applying  for  discount,  to  make 
hJs  paper  payable  at  places  on  which  it  was  ia  the  habit  of-  weUittg 
draUs  at  a  premiam«  nor  has  it  eneouramd  or  recommeodod  it  to 
be  done  directly  or  indirectly,  except  dbat  it  is  well  known  that 
tfiis  bank^  and  all  other  banks^  prefer  siieh  paper  and  can  safely 
disconnt  it  at  times  when  the  state  ot  their  available  funds-  would 
not  allow  them  to  discount  ordinary  paper,,  and  for  the  reason  that 
such  paper  can  be  re-diseoanted. 

2dy  The  Onondaga  county  bank  has  nerer  reflised  to  discount 
any  paper  present<^d  for  that  purpose,  for  the  reason  that  it  was 
not  made  payable  in  Albany  or  New-York» 

8d,  NeTer. 

4th  and  5th,  No. 

6th,  That  in  some  few  instances,  from  the  examination  of  the 
books,  we  find  that  notes  were  discounted  for  individuals,  and  on 
the  same  day  drafts  purchased  by  them,  which  it  is  presumed  were 
used  by  the  purchaser  in  paying  their  notes  or  dnU'ls  previously 
discounted  by  and  belonging  to  this  institution;  such  an  appropria* 
tion  of  the  drafts  was  never  made  a  condition  of  such  discount — 
And  in  all  such  cases,  the  bank  would  have  preferred  that  the  pa- 
per should  have  been  paid  to  any  such  extension  of  the  credit;  and 
the  transactions  were  had  for  the  benefit  of  the  debtors,  whose 
produce  was  in  the  eastern  cities,  at  a  low  rate,  for  their  accom* 
roodation,  and  to  enable  them  to  hold  on  the  same  for  advance  of 
prices. 

7th,  That  in  the  instances  referred  to  in  the  answer  to  the  6tb 
interrogatory,  the  notes  referred  to  as  bebnging  to  this  institution 
were  payable  either  in  Albany  or  New- York. 

8th,  The  amount  received  bv  this  institution  for  drafts  during 
hist  vear  was,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  •1,005.44.  ^j 

9th,  From  an  examinatitm  of  our  books,  A*e  ascertain  that  this 
bank  has  sold  drafts  during  the  last  year  to  the  amount  of  tSOl,- 
088.12,  and  that  about  $0344.00  of  such  drafts  we  presume  has 
been  applied  as  payment  upon  the  debts,  notes  or  drafts  due  this 
bank,  and  a  very  large  proportion  of  such  drafts  have  been  sold  to 
New-York  merchants,  who  were  remitting  funds  collected  by  them 
from  their  customers  in  the  country,  which  funds  come  to  this  bank 
in  uncurrent  paper. 

10th,  That  this  bank  has  not  once  during  the  last  year  sold  drafts 
under  an  agreement  with  the  purchaser  that  they  should  be  used 
in  paying  its  notes>  drafts  or  debts;  but  in  some  $m>en,  instances, 
drafts  so  sold  were  used  by  the  purchaser  in  paying  notes  discount- 
ed by  the  bank.| 

11th,  In  no  instance* 

12th,  Always. 

13th  and  14th,  We  refer  to  the  twelfth  interrogatory  and  its 
answer. 

15th,  This  bank  has  never  pursued  the  business  of  requiring  the 
paper  of  its  customers,  or  any  portion  of  it,  to  be  payable  in  Alba- 
ny or  New- York,  and  of  selling  drafts  to  pay  such  paper.    And  ia 


the  instances  referred  to  in  answer  to  <he  9th  interrogatory,  as  to 
#5,0M  of  the  sum  therein  speci^ed^  when  upon  the  maturity  of  the 
notes,  for  the  avails  of  which  drafts  were  purchased  at  this  bank, 
it  was  ascertained  Chat  the  notes  were  unpaid,  and  that  the  ma- 
kers had  used  fiinds  which  they  were  expecting,  and  actually  re^ 
ceived  in  the  city  of  New-York  otherwise  than  in  payment  of  such 
notes,  the  same  were  at  once  renewed,  payable  at  this  bank,  or 
liere  paid;  the  last  transaction  of  this  kind  was  kt  July,  1834^ 

16th,  We  refer  to  our  last  answer. 

17th,  We  have  never  received  any  admonitioB  or  advice  in  re^ 
lation  to  the  nsatters  contained  in  this  interrogatory,  except  that 
the  impropriety  of  such  practice  has  been  aUuded  to  in  conversa«> 
tion  with  some^f  the  B ank  Commissioners*  The  subject  has  been 
a  matter  of  conversation  at  the  meeting  of  the  directors  of  this  in*- 
stittttion,  and  by  them  considered  improper,  and  whenever  we  have 
lound  that  the  Jegitimate  business  paper  would  iaH  into  such  a  train, 
if  has  been  umfiannly  brought  back  into  notes  payable  at  our  own 
counter. 

18th,  In  no  instance. 

10th,  Amount  of  notes  and  drafts  disconnted,  payable  in  Albany 
and  New- York,  #86,905.^1. 

20tb,  This  bank  has  never  done  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

31st,  We  have  never  required,  but  always  prefer  that  our  cus- 
tomers should  pay  their  paper  in  notes  other  than  our  own,  for  the 
peasoiK  that  our  circulation  is  thereby  extended. 

22d,  In  no  instance,  to  our  knowledge  or  belief 

28d,  Never,  to  our  knowledge  or  belief. 

24th,  Never. 

254h,  We  have  had  no  transaction  of  the  nature  specified  in  this 
interrogatory.  ^  ^ 

26tb,  We  have  adopted  no  means  or  practices  with  a  view  to 
move  than  a  legal  rate  of  interest. 


f 


State  of  New-York,  ) 
Onondaga  County.      \ 

diver  R.  Strong,  president,  and  Moses 
S.  Marsh,  cashier  of  the  Onondaga  county  bank,  being  severally 
sworn,  say,  and  each  of  them  saiUi,  that  he  has  carefully  examin*- 
ed  the  interrogatories  propounded  to  them  as  officers  of  the  said 
bank,  by  John  Wilkinson,  chairman  of  the  bank  committee,  under 
the  resolution  of  the  Assembly  of  this  State  of  27th  January,  1836, 
and  that  the  foregoing  answers  thereto,  and  to  each  of  the  same, 
are  true,  to  the  b^t  c?  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

OLIVER  R.  STRONG. 

M.&  MARSH. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  this  10th  day  ) 
of  February,  1885,  before  me.      ) 

D.    6.    MONTOOMBET, 

Commisuoner  of  Deediy  4r^. 


BANK  OF  SAUNA. 

Omoniaga  Cbumtv.     \ 

The  answer  of  Nathan  Munro,  preaident  of  the  Bank  o#  SmUnttr 
and  A«hbet  Ketlogg,  cnabier  of  the  same,  to  oertain  internwaio-^ 
riea  addretsod  to  them  by  John  Witkinaon,  Esq.,  chairniaa  <»  the 
standiM  cemmiitee,  in  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Stale  of 
Newniofk,  oa  the  incorporponitioa  and  alteration  of  kaohii^  and 
insurance  companies,  pursuant  to  a  resolatioo  of  said  House  of  As* 
sembly,  passed  January  37tti,  183&. 

To  the  1st  interrogatory  these  deponents  severaUy  answer  and 
say:  That  the  bank  of  which  they  aie  officers  has  not  to  their  re- 
coltoction  or  belief^  when  applied  to  for  the  discount  of  paper,, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  compelled  or  required  the  persoo 
so  apfdying  to  make  his  paper  payable  at  places  on  wbidi  the  sakt 
bank  was  ia  the  habit  of  selling  drafts  at  a  premium.  They  may 
have,  ia  some  instances,  recommended  or  indirecUy  encouraged 
the  person  so  applying,  so  to  do,  by  adopting  the  course  pomted 
out  in  their  answer  to  the  2d  and  3d  interrogatofies,  in  rdataon  to 
paper  oflered  for  discounts 

2d,  That  for  the  purpose  of  ereatinff  a  fund  for  the  redemptiaa 
of  its  bills,  it  has  been  the  practice  of  this  inatitutieB  to  give  to 
paper  payable  in  New-York  or  Albany  a  preference,  and  where 
the  state  ol  its  funds  or  the  amount  of  its  diseouats  has  been  such 
that  it  could  not  do  all  the  paper  oflered,  it  has  refused  some  por^^ 
tion  ^f  that  which  was  made  payable  here.  We  have  net  other- 
wise, to  our  best  knowIed|ge  or  belief,  reftised  paper  vnless  made 
payable  in  New-York  or  Albany,  except  in  a  few  instances,  when, 
ffooi  the  low  state  of  our  funds,  we  could  not  aA>rd  the  accommo- 
dation required,  without  immediately  having  the  paper  re^disftounl^ 
ed  at  our  corresponding  bank  in  Albany. 

3d,  That  we  recollect  no  instance  where  this  bank  has  disceiMit^ 
ed  paper  payable  in  Albany  or  New-York,  the  oflSicers  of  the  bank, 
or  any  of  them,  knowinur  ot  having  reason  to  believe  that  the  per- 
son properly  liable  for  the  payment  would  not  have  funds,  at  its 
mainrity,  at  the  place  of  payment;  except  in  a  few  instances, 
when  this  institution,  as  before  stated,  couM  not,  for  the  want  of 
faads,  afford  the  accommodation  mqutred,  but  by  having  some  of 
its  paper  discounted  at  Albany.  Almost  all  the  paper  which  has 
been  discounted  at  this  bank,  payable  in  Albany  or  New-York,  haa 
been  made  by  millers,  purchasers  of  produclB  or  dealers  in  lumber^ 
wliose  business  gives  them  funds  in  those  placA;  and  there  has  been 
f  ery  few  instances  whem  we  have  discounted  such  paper,  that  the 
makers  have  not  assured  us  that  at  its  maturity  they  should,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  their  business,  have  funds  in  those  places  to 
meet  it;  and  from  our  knowledge  of  their  bonness  we  have  had 
reason  to  believe  that  such  would  be-  the  case» 

4th,  That  there  has  in  no  case,  to  «  ur  knowledge,  been  paper 
discounted  at  this  bank,  the  offiem  of  the  same«  or  any  of  them 
knowing  that  the  person  obtaining  the  discount  wottld>  prevjous  to 
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or  at  its  nialaritT»  purchase  of  this  institution  a  draft,  to  be  used  in 
payment  of  such  paper  so  discounted;  but  there  has  been,  in  some 
instances,  pap«*  discounted,  in^bich,  though  in  appearance  strictly 
of  a  business  character,  some  of  tbe  olficers  of  the  institution  have 
tbought  ihey  had  sonte  reason  to  believe  or  e^cpect  that  a  draft 
would  be  purchased  lor  its  payment^  either  here  or  elsewhere. 

&th.  That,  to  their  best  knowledge  or  belief,  no  paper  has  been 
dis<x>unted  at  this  institution  under  an  express  understanding  with 
the  persou  obtaiuiog  such  discount,  that  he  or  any  other  person 
should,  at  tbe  maturity  of  such  paper,  purchase  a  draft  of  this  bank 
on  the  place  at  which  his  paper  was  so  made  payable. 

6th,  That  in  some  instances  this  bank  has  discounted  paper, 
some  of  the  officers  of  the  same  knowing  that  the  proceeds  would 
be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  a  draft  from  this  institution  at  a  pre- 
mium, to  be  used  for  the  payment  of  paper  previously  discounted 
here* 

7th,  That  this  institution  has  in  some  instances  sold  drafts,  some 
of  the  officers  of  the  same  knowing  that  they  were  to  be  used  for 
the  payment  of  paper  previously  discounted  here. 

8th,  That  this  institutioB  has  received  the  premiums  on  drafts 
during  the  last  year,  81,869.44.  This  sum  includes  the  premium 
on  drafts  sent  in  payment  of  ootlectioa  paper,  and  constitutes  a 
considerable  pof  tion  of  the  amount. 

9th,  That  they  have  no  means  of  answering  thfs  with  any  great 
degree  of  accuracy  or  certainty.  The  number  of  instances  where 
tbey  know  this  to  have  been  the  case  are  very  few.  They  how* 
ever,  think  that  the  proportion  of  drafts  sold  by  this  institution  du- 
riag  the  last  year,  wbtcfa  has  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  debts 
due  this  bank,  has  not  exceeded  one-fifteenth  part 

10th,  That  they  have  no  means  of  stating  with  certainty,  but 
they  believe  there  has  been  twenty-six  cases  where  this  institution 
has  sold  drafts  during  tbe  last  year,  to  be  used  by  the  purchaser 
in  payingpaper  due  this  bank. 

1 1  th.  That  they  can  discover  no  material  difference  between 
this  and  the  4th  interrogatory,  aud  they  would  refer  you  to  their 
answer  to  that  as  applicable  in  all  respects  to  this. 

lath,  IStb  and  14th,  That  this  bank  has  in  all  instances  sent  its 
paper  to  the  place  where  it  was  made  payable. 

IMh,.  That  this  instituiion  went  into  operation  on  the  20th  of 
NiMFember,  1832,  since  which  time  it  has  occasionally  sold  drafts 
te  be  nsed  in  paying  some  of  its  paper  previously  discounted;  but 
has  never  to  their  knowledge  or  belief  at  the  time  of  making  a  dis- 
oount  had  any  intention,  desire  or  understanding  that  this  should 
be  the  case. 

I6th>  That  thev  have  desisted  from  the  business  above  alluded 
to  sioea  the  month  ef  September  last. 

17th*  That  some  time  in  September  last,  he  was  informed  by 
one  of  tbe  Bank  Commissioners,  that  the  course  of  buwness  alluded 
to  ia  this  interrogatory  was  imporper,  and  ought  to  be  discontino- 
ed;  mmA  said  NittiMtti  Mopfo*  says,  Ibal.  he  has  never  been  advissd 
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or  admoniBhed  in  relation  to  the  course  of  business  above  alluded 

to. 

18th,  That  neither  of  them  has  used  the  funds  of  this  institution, 
or  procured  money  thereform,  with  which  they  have  for  their  own 
beoe£tt  purchased  paper  at  a  discount  beyond  the  legal  rLte,  and 
only  in  one  or  two  instances  very  small  amounts  for  any  other  pur- 
pose. 

19th,  That  from  the  books  of  said  institution,,whiehthey  bolievo 
to  be  correct,  it  appears  that  there  has  been  56  discounted  papers, 
and  67  cash  papers,  such  as  short  drafts,  checks,  Sic.,  received  by 
this  institution  payable  at  either  Albany  or  New* York,  within  the 
ninety  days  next  preceding  the  1st  of  January,  1885. 

20th,  That  this  bank  has  not  appointed,  authorized  or  in  any 
manner  employed  any  agent  or  agents,  for  the  purpose  of  procur- 
ing, recommending  or  receiving  paper  for  discount,  with  the  un- 
derstanding on  the  part  of  the  bank,  or  any  of  its  officers,  that  such 
agent  should  charge  to,  or  receive  from  the  person  so  applying  for 
or  obtaining  thedi^C'iunt,  any  commission  or  compensation  for  the 
services  of  such  agent. 

21st.  That  this  bank  is  not  in  the  practice  directly  or  indirectly, 
of  requiring  those  who  obtain  discounts  from  it,  to  make  their  pay- 
ments in  the  notes  of  banks  other  than  their  own. 

22d.  That  to  their  best  knowledge  and  belief  no  paper  has  been 
presented  for  discount  at  this  bank,  and  been  declined  or  refused, 
and  the  same  subsequently  presented  by  a  broker  or  any  other  per- 
son and  discounted,  nor  has  any  officer  of  this  bank,  to  their  know* 
ledge,  participated  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  profits  of  any  en- 
dorsement or  brokerage,  of  any  paper  whatsoever,  presented  for 
discount 

*  2ad.  That  no  loan  by  discount  or  otherwise,  has  been  made  by 
this  institution  to  any  broker,  ior  any  purpose  whatsoever. 

24th.  That  this  institution  has  never  employed  a  broker,  nor 
have  they  furnished  funds  to  any  one,  in  any  plaice,  or  for  any  pur- 
pose whatsoever. 

25th.  That  to  their  best  knowledge  and  belief,  there  has  never 
been  one  dollar  paid  by  this  institution  or  any  of  its  officers  to  any 
person  obtaining  a  loan  or  discount,  which  was  not  at  the  time  cur- 
rent and  of  par  value,  and  received  as  such  at  its  counter. 

26th.  That  they  know  of  no  practices  or  course  of  business 
which  has  been  adopted  by  this  institution,  or  any  of  its  officers, 
with  an  intention  of  receiving  more  than  the  legal  rate  of  interest 
on  paper  discounted  by  them. 
State  of  New- York,  )  ^^ 

Onondaga  County.     ) 

Nathan  Munro,  President  as  aforesaid, 
being  duly  sworn,  says.  That  he  lives  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  said  Bank  of  Salina.  and  is  but  little  acquainted  with  its 
manner  of  transacting  business;  but  from  information  derived  from 
other  officers  of  the  bank,  and  such  other  information  as  he  pos- 
sesses, be  believes  the  fortgoins  antwert  to  the  interrogatories 
therein  rdfexred  to^  are  sabstaotially  oonrect  and  trM. 
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The.said  Ashbel  Kellogg,  cashier  a«  aforeiaid,  being  also  duly 
sworn,  says,  That  to  his  best  knowledge  and  belief,  the  foregoing 
answers  to  the  interrogatories,  therein  referred  to,  are  substantial- 
ly correct  and  true. 
Sworn  before  noe  this  16th  day  of 
February,  1885. 
Samuel  Tucker, 

Commisiiofier  of  Deeds* 


OSWEGO   BANK. 

Answers  to  interrogatories  propounded  by  the  chairman  of  the 
bank  committee  of  the  Assembly  of  New-York,  in  a  circular,  dated 
28th  January,  1835,  and  addressed  to  the  officers  of  banks. 

1st  interrogatory. .  The  bank,  of  which  I  am  an  officer,  has  not 
compelled,  but  '^  required"  persons  applying  for  the  discount  of 
paper,  to  make  such  paper  payable  at  places  on  which  the  bank 
was  in  the  habit  of  selling  drafts  at  a  premium. 

2d.  Yes. 

Sd  and  4th.  Yes,  when  the  bank  had  reason  to  believe,  or  more 
generally,  when  they  had  reason  to  fear,  that  funds  would  not  be 
provided  to  meet  the  payment  without  resort  to  the  bank  for  aid« 

5th.  No;  on  the  contrary,  it  has  been  my  general  practice  to 
discouraie^e  all  reliance  on  tne  bank  for  aid,  and  to  urge  and  insist, 
that  payment  should  be  made  without  such  aid. 

6th  and  7tb.  Yes, 

8th.  Cannot  say,  owing  to  the  manner  in  which  the  account  is 
kept  on  a  petty  ledger,  balanced  quarterly  and  blended  with  a  great 
variety  of  small  and  miscellaneous  items,  as  interest  on  notes  past 
due,  postages,  exchange  on  paper  returned  from  city  and  paid  at 
our  counter,  loss  and  gain  in  purchase  and  sale  of  uncurrent  mo- 
mey,  and  owing  to  the  various  rates  at  which  drafts  are  sold,  from 
}  to  1  per  cent,  according  to  the  amount  and  terms  of  payment. 
For  current  funds  or  short  city  paper,  the  price  is  aliiost  nominal. 
At  times  our  customers  give  us  drafts  for  which  they  have  no  pre- 
sent use,  and  stipulate  for  drafts  in  return  to  an  equal  amount, 
without  premium. 

9th.  Cannot  say,  as  we  never  inquire  how  our  customers  make 
payments  abroad,  nor  do  we  interrogate  them*  in  relation  to  the 
disposition  of  the- drafts  which  they  purchase  from  us,  except  in 
cases  where  they  apply  to  our  bank  for  aid  to  make  such  payments. 
If  drafts  are  paid  for  with  money,  with  business  paper,  or  are 
charged  againt  a  deposit,  it  is  quite  accidental  if  a  knowedge  of  its 
object  or  destination  reaches  any  officer  of  the  bank. 

10th.  Cannot  say;  it  is  a  frequent  occurrence. 

11th.  Yes,  when  we  have  reason  to  fear,  or  to  "believe,"  that 
we  should  be  obliged  to  furnish  a  draft,  (at  a  premium  of  course,) 
or  to  distress  a  debtor. 

12th.  Yes,  in  all  cases  except  one,  which  was  a  note  made  by 
the  president  ot  the  bank  for  f  1000,  (a  renewal). 
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18th«  Yes,  in  the  instanee  above  mentioaed,  i  per  oent^  the 
regular  exchange,  was  charged  and  paid. 

J  4th.  No;  no  other  case  ever  having  occurred 
15th.  Since  the  first  organization  of  the  bank. 
16th.  Have  not  desisted,  except  in  cases  where  we  had  reason 
to  believe,  or  to  fear,  that  we  might  be  obliged  to  furnish  funds  to 
pay  such  paper,  and  in  such  cases,  and  for  this  small  portion  of  our 
debt,  we  have  insisted  oa  payment,  or  have  renewed,  payable  at 
our  counter,  and  for  the  last  six  4nonths,  I  should  imagine. 

17th.  The  first  admonition  we  received  that  it  was  imprudent, 
and  therefore,  in  our  opinion,  improper  to  sell  drafts  to  take  up 
notes  which  had  been  renewed  by  us,  was  a  menace  of  the  usury 
penalties,  from  a  merchant  whose  note  had  been  renewed,  payable  at 
Albany,  there  dishonored,  and  after  long  delay,  prosecuted  to  judg- 
ment and  execution.  On  an  appeal  to  the  bank,  and  a  representa- 
tion that  it  would  ruin  and  break  up  his  business,  we.  chai^ged  ex- 
change and  costs,  and  took  a  new  note,  payable  in  7  months.  His 
business  went  on,  and  he  now  pleads  usury. 

Since  this  period,  Commissioner  Stebbins  has  conversed  with 
me  about  this  practice,  and  informed  me,  that  he  had  remonstrated 
with  the  banks. 
18th.  No,  never. 

10th.  12  notes  payable  in  New-York,..  •17,841  98 
94  drafts,  do.         ..    45,176  11 

•58,018  00 

12  notes,  payable  in  Albany  and 

Troy,  • 0,446  83 

23  drafts,  do.  do., •  •    20,653  00 

80,090  83 


•93,117  02 

20th  and  21st.  No. 

22d.  No,  but  responsible  though  not  punctual  paper  has,  u)  few  in- 
stances, been  rejected,  and  afterwarcis  discounted  when  endorsed 
and  ofiered  by  a  punctual  man,  but  generally  I  have  refused  such 
paper,  although  the  bank  might  have  funds  at  command,  and  solely 
from  its  invidious  appearance,  and  the  difficulty  of  making  persons 
comprehend  the  difference  between  discounting  for  those  who  pay 
and  those  who  do  not.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  officer  of  the 
bank  participating  in  any  such  gain. 

2dd.  None  to  my  knowledge. 

24th.  None. 

25th.  It  is  the  practice  of  this  bank,  to  purchase  uncurrent  mo- 
ney at  one  rate  ot  discount  and  to  sell  it  at  another,  the  difference 
bemg  from  1  to  1  i  per  cent,  (Canada  money  principally,)  whether 
sold  for  money  or  notes,  but  never  at  par,  except  in  very  small 
sums,  and  I  believe  in  one  instance  only,  for  a  Canada  operation, 
which  required  6  mouths  to  accomplish,  and  to  the  amount  of  about 
•1,000;  the  bank  probably  bought  this  paper  at  2  per  cent  discount; 
one  per  cent  is  the  most  usual  price  at  which  we  sell.  At  that 
rate,  the  house  in  which  I  am  interested,  with  two  other  |;entle- 
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(oBC  a  direc^toT  and  the  other  a  stockholder,)  borrowed  abocft 
#3«0M,  for  the  purchase  of  British  govenuneot  stores,  (all  thif 
bank  coald  fiiraish,)  and  vrere  obliged  to  borrow  an  equal  amount 
from  the  Canada  banka,  (as  our  bills  would  not  be  receivedf)  with- 
out any  advanta^  ef  discount,  and  gave  drafts  on  the  ciiy  of 
i(ew*Yark,  (the  Canada  banks  too,  required  drafts)  where  they 
«ipected  to  sell,  but  finding  the  -country  market  best,  they  paid 
this  Bank  1  per  -cent  beyond  discount  for  collecting  their  notes  ait 
Buffalo,  and  paid  a  premium  of  one  per  cent  for  drafts  on  New^ 
York,  to  meet  their  paper  as  it  matured. 

N^r  need  these  gentlemen  invoke  the  protection  of  the  Legisla-* 
ture' against  the  banks,  for  after  all  these  profits  and  exactions,  and 
after  paying  to  the  government  in  duties  8844,  this  adventure 
yielded  a  nett  profit  of  more  than  50  per  cent  on  the  whole  sums 
borrowed.  I  have  inftroduced  this  case,  as  it  explains  so  well,  ma** 
ny,  and  indeed  most  of  the  operations  of  exchange,  depreciated 

{)aper,  &c.  and  being  one  ia  which  my  intereift  gave  me  a  know** 
edge  of  facts. 

26th.  No^  our  bank  has  never  desired  to  realise  more  than  7  per 
cent,  and  we  are  content  with  60  day  paper,  which  yields  but  6  per 
cent,  and  desfres  nothing  so  much  as  punclu.il  payments  at  the 
place  stipulated,  and  deprecates  nothing  so  mucn  as  renewal,  o^ 
accommodation  paper,  even  when  allowed  exchange,  between  city 
andcountry,  and  this  desire  is  greatly  strengthened  by  the  suspi- 
cion and  odium  which  their  sympathy  for^  and  indulgence  to,  their 
debtors,  has  brought  upon  them. 

The  bank  has  never  reftised  60  day  paper,  which  affords  but  6  per 
cent,  when  they  believed  it  would  be  promptly  paid,  nor  have  they 
required  it  at  less  than  00  days,  except  in  case  of  renewal,  then  at 
65  days  occasionally* 

h  has  been  the  general  practice  of  the  bank,  to  require  from  our 
directors,  or  other  persons  in  whom  we^could  confide,  a  statement 
that  the  makers  of  notes  in  remote  parts  of  the  country,  were  punc^ 
tual,  and  that  they  believed  such  notes  would  be  promptly  paid 
without  renewal,  and  such  paper  when  not  paid,  if  renewed  at  all, 
was  made  payable  at  our  counter,  as  were  the  small  country  notes 
generally,  of  farmers.  It  has  been  our  practice  to  get  them  out  of 
tfie  bank  as  soon,  and  as  easy  as  possible  to  themselves,  and  then 
to  keep  them  out 

We  have  frequently  discounted  paper  at  6  months,  payable  in 
both  city  and  country,  when  an  operation  required  that  ienffth  of 
time,  particularly,  to  our  millers  in  winter,  preferring  as  we  always 
do.  long  and  ceitain,  to  short  and  uncertain  payments. 

I  deem  it  just  to  myself  and  my  associates,  in  the  direction  of 
this  bank,  and  hope  it  will  be  thought  respectful  to  the  committeei 
to  fortify  these  assertions  by  brief  argument  and  illustration. 

Our  capital  is  tldOfOOO. 

If  it  was  all  lent  on  accommodation  paper  of  this  odious  kind,  it 
would  yield  7  per  cent  interest,  or 910,500  00 


forward, •  •*  •    f lO^MO  00 
[AiMrn.  No.  890.]  U 
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Brought  forward,  •  •  •  •     (10,500  09 
Renewed  after  three  months,  by  notes  payable  in  city 
at  8  months  more,  and  then  taken  op  by  a  new  ope* 
ration,  the  exchange  each  6  months  }  per  cent,  or 
1  i  per  cent  per  annum,  «••  • • #2,250  OO 

Increftse, ..•'••••       12,'250  OD 

Charges. 
Expenses  which  must  all  be  kept  up,  so  long  as  any 
tion  of  the  capital  is  reserved  for  banking  opera- 
tions, estimated  at 93,000  00 

Taxes  the  last  year, 093  00 

Losses  by  bad  debts  ajad  bad  paper,  ave- 
rage of  last  2  years, 2,251  07 

6,244  97 


Nett, 96,505  OS 

4i  per  cent  is  96,500. 

Accommodation  can  go  no  farther*  After  the  whole  bank  capi- 
tal is  expended  in  accommodation  paper,  it  is  apparent  that  no- 
thing more  could  be  done  in  suck  paper^  the  smallest  loan  beyond 
that  amount  would  require  the  bankers  paper,  while  it  would  afford 
-him  no  means  of  redeeming  it*  It  is  true,  he  might,  after  expend- 
ing or  investir^  his  capital  and  his  credit  with  advantage  to  himself 
and  to  the  public,  but  it  must  be  upon  a  principle  the  very  opposite 
of  accommodation,  upon  a  principle  of  never  granting  accommoda- 
tion, however  advantageous  this  system  of  investing  capital  and 
hnding  credit  may  be,  (and  I  think  well  of  it,)  yet  the  capital  and 
credit  must  be  so  distinctly  separated,  that  the  banker  at  least,  will 
know  the  one  from  the  other.  It  can  never  be  wise  ir  prudent  to 
hazard  either  the  one  or  the  other  on  dead  loans,  so  long  as  both 
stand  by  alike  for  the  redemption  of  the  bankcrs's  paper  and  the 
payment  of  deposits,  so  long  as  both  are  treated  alike  by  him,  and 
are  greatly  relied  upon  by  the  public. 

The  result  of  employing  the  whole  capital  of  the  bank  in  this 
usurious  manner,  it  is  seen,  would  be  profitless  enough,  and  it  fol- 
lows that  any  portion  of  the  capital  thus  employed,  must  increase 
the  prosperity  of  the  bank,  in  the  same  ratio  that  the  amount  bears 
to  the  whole.  The  committee  will  therefore  perceive^  that  an  in- 
telligent director  can  be  influenced  by  no  other  motive  than  kind- 
ness for  their  customers  and  duty  to  the  stockholders,  in  these  ope- 
rations. This  subject  of  accommodation  paper,  is  beset  with  diffi- 
culties so  numerous,  so  mischievous  and  perplexing,  as  to  claim  for 
a  bank  director,  the  sympathy,  rather  than  the  censure  of  the  pub- 
iic.  His  duty  to  the  stockholder,  to  the  depositor,  the  bilKholder 
and  the  public,  compel  him  to  resist  and  discourage  such  loans  by 
all  lawful  means,  and  hard  dealing  is  not  the  least  efficacious. 

It  is  admitted  by  all,  that  accommodation  paper,  more  than  eve- 
TY  thing  else,  tends  to  endanger  and  jeopard  all  these  interests. — 
The  Bank  Commissioners  have  sedulously  and  constantly,  inculcated 
the  duty  of  resisting  such  loans;  periods  of  money  pre8sure»  have 


also  alarmed  and  admoniahed  the  director  of  the  danger  from  Mich 
loans,  and  yet  the  banks  have  absorbed  so  much  of  the  active  capital 
of  the  country,  that  it  is  little  better  than  mockery  to  tell  acusomcr 
of  the  bank,  to  make  a  permanent  ioan  and  pay  up  bis  accommo* 
dation  paper. 

If  the  banker  charges  a  trifle  for  such  indulgence,  he  is  threat* 
«ned  with  the  pains  and  penalties  of  the  usury  law,  he  incurs  the 
execrations  of  the  public,  and  for  such  indulgence  the  imminent  ha- 
eard,  that  the  first  revulsion  in  commerce  will  prostrate  his  insti- 
tution, ir  he  enforces  rigid  punctuality  by  legal  means,  after  the 
accommodation  loan  is  fastened  upon  him,  he  may  ruin  his  debtor 
who  has  no  other  resource,  particularly  in  the  country,  where  all 
the  active  capital  is  locked  up  in  these  institutions,  and  thereby  dc- 
Died  to,  and  shut  out  from,  long-winded  operations. 

ALVIN  BRONSON,  President 

Statv  op  New-York,  ) 
OrSoego  County^        \ 

On  the  5th  day  of  February,  1885,  per- 
sonally appeared  before  me,  Alvin  Bronson  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Oswego  Bank,  who,  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  did  depose  and  say, 
that  the  foregoinfi^  answers  to  the  several  interrogatories  propound- 
ed to  him  by  the  bank  committee  of  the  Assembly,  are  true,  except 
•uch  answers  as  are  therein  stated  to  be  upon  information  and  be- 
lief, and  as  to  those  matters,  he  believes  it  to  be  true. 

D.  P.  Brbwstsr,  First  Judge  of  Oswego  County  Courts. 


BANK  OP  AUBURN. 

Statb  op  New-York,  I 
Cayuga  County.        \     * 

The  joint  and  several  answers  of  Daniel  Kellogg,  president  of 
the  Bank  of  Auburn,  and  of  James  S.  Seymour,  cashier  of  said 
1>ank,  to  certain  interrogatories,  addressed  to  them  by  the  standing 
committee  in  the  House  of  Assembly  of  said  State,  on  the  incorpo-> 
ration  and  alteration  of  the  charters  of  banking  and  insurance  com^ 
panics,  in  pursuance  ^f  the  resolution  passed  in  the  said  House  of 
Assembly  on  the  27th  day  of  January,  1835. 

To  the  1st  interrogatory,  these  deponents,  each  answering  for 
himself,  and  not  the  one  for  the  other,  severally  answer  and  say, 
7hat  the  said  bank  when  applied  to  for  the  discount  of  paper,  has 
not  to  their  knowledge,  recollection  or  belief,  (except  as  hereinafter 
18  nientioned,)  compelled,  required,  encouraged,  or  recommended, 
directly  or  indirectly,  the  person  so  applying,  to  make  his  paper 
payable  at  places  on  which  the  said  bank  was  in  the  habit  or  sell- 
ing drafts  at  a  premium,  unless  the  person  so  applying  for  a  dis- 
count, represented  that  the  money  was  wanted  tor  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  property,  to  send  to  market  to  some  of  the  eastern 
cities  or  towns,  and  that  he  intended  to  pay  his  paper  from  money 
which  he  should  so  receive  for  said  property,  or  that  the  funiu' 


With  trfifch  lie  etpected  to  pay  hi»  said  paper  were  coming  to  hii» 
from  tome  place  or  places,  or  near  there^  on  which  the  said  bank 
was  in  the  nahit  of  selling  drafts  at  a  premium  there,  and  io  soch 
cases  the  said  bank  has  frequentty  encocrraged  or  r^comtnended, 
but  never  compeHed  or  required  the  person  so  applying  to  make 
his  paper  pay aWe  at  such  phces;  in*  doing  whieh,  it  had  the  inte- 
rest of  its- customer  in  view,,  by  saving  him  the  risk  of  bringing  his 
money  from  Albany  or  New-York,  as  wel?  a»  the  interest  of  the 
said  bank«  The  said  James  S^  Seymour  further  saith,  that  ia  one 
or  two  case^  only  he  has  encouraged  or  recommended  the  person 
applying  for  a  discomit,  to  make  his  paper  payable  at  AJbany  or 
New-York. 

$df  That  the  said  bank  has  not  to  their  knowledge,  necoBection 
or  belief,  ever  refused  to  make  discounts^  uatess  the  paper  so  of* 
fered  for  discount  was  payable  at  Albany  or  New- York,  except 
when  the  sand  bank  was  unable  from  the  extent  of  ita  disooaftt^  or 
otherwise  to  discount  aH  the  paper  oif&red  at  said  bank  for  dis- 
count, then  the  said  bank  generally  gave  preference  to  paper  offer* 
ed  for  discount  and  made  payabhe  at  Albany  or  New-York. 

Sd,  That  to  their  knowledge,  recoHection  or  beKef,  the  said  bank 
has  not  at  the  time  of  making  the  original  Kmn,  ever  discouoted 
paper  payable  either  at  Albany  or  New- York,  the  officers  of  the 
bank,  or  any  of  them,  knowing  or  having  reason  to  believe  thai 
the  person  properly  liable  for  the  payment  of  such  paper^  would 
not  have  funds  at  its  maturity  at  the  place  of  payment;  but  that 
in  some  very  few  instances  only  the  said  bank  has  discounted  pa- 
per, given  on  renewal  of  paper  for  said  original  loan  payable  at 
Albany  or  New-York,  when  the  officers  of  the  bank,  or  some  of 
them  suspected,  or  had  reason  to  beUeve  that  the  person  properly 
Cable  for  the  payment  of  such  paper,  would  not  have  funds  at  its 
maturity  at  the  place  of  payment. 

4th,  That  to  their  knowledge^  recoUectioa  or  belief,  the  said 
bank  has  not,  at  the  time  of  making  the  original  loan,  discounted 
such  paper  payable  at  Albany  or  New- York,  the  officers  of  the 
bank,  or  any  of  them,  knowing  or  having  reason  to  believe  or  ex- 
pect, that  the  person  obtaining  the  discount  would  previous  to,  or 
at  the  maturity  of  his  paper,  purchase  of  the  said  bank  a  draft  to 
be  used  tn  the  payment  of  such  paper  so  discounteciL  hy  said  bank; 
but  that  in  some  very  few  instances  only,  the  said  bank  has  dis- 
counted such  paper,  given  on  renewal  of  paper  for  said  original 
loan,  payable  at  Albany  or  New-York,  when  the  officers  of  the 
bank,  or  some  of  them,  had  reason  to  believe  or  expect  that  the 
person  obtaining  the  discount,  would  previous  to,  or  at  the  maturi- 
ty of  his  paper,  purchase  of  the  said  bank  a  draft  to  be  used  in  the 
payment  of  such  paper,  so  discounted  by  said  bank. 

&th.  That  to  their  knowledge,  recollection  or  belief,  the  said 
bank  has  not  discounted  such  paper  payable  either  at  Albany  or 
New-York,  under  an  express  understanding  or  arrangement  with 
the  person  obtaining  the  discount,  that  he  or  any  other  person, 
should  at  the  maturity  of  the  paper,  purchase  of  the  said  bank  a 
draft  on  the  place  at  which  his  paper  was  so  payable* 
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6th,  TlMit  tke  Bawd  iwiik  hat,  bnt  in  a  very  few  imtanees  only, 
difcounted  both  drafts  and  notes,  the  officers  of  the  bank,  or  some 
of  rhem,  knowing  or  having  reason  to  believe  that  the  proceeds  of 
Mich  drafts  and  notes  would  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  a  draft 
from  the  said  bank  at  a  premium,  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  tak* 
ing  up  a  previously  discounted  draft  or  note  belonging  to  the  said 
bank. 

7th,  That  the  said  bank  has,  but  in  a  very  few  intancea  only, 
sold  drafts,  the  officers  of  the  bank,  or  some  of  them,  knowing  or 
having  reason  to  believe  that  the  drafts  so  sold,  were  to  be  nsed  or 
applied  to  the  payment  of  notes  or  drafts  doe  to  the  said  bank,  aod 
payabte  at  Albany  or  New- York* 

9thf  That  as  appears  by  the  books  of  the  said  bank,  which  these 
deponents  believe  to  be  correct,  the  amount  receiv^  by  the  said 
bank  for  premiums  on  drafts  sold  by  the  said  bank  during  the  last 
year,  was  twothousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars  and 
seventy-nine  cents. 

9th,  That  as  appears  by  the  books  of  the  said  bank,  which  these 
deponents  believe  to  be  correct,  the  drafts  sold  by  the  said  bank 
during  the  last  year,  which  were  applied  to  the  payment  of  debts, 
notes  and  drafts  due  to  the  said  bank,  amounted  to  thirty  thousand 
eight  handred  and  fifty  dollars  and  no  more;  the  premium  received 
upon  which  amounted  to  two  hundred  and  eigthy-'two  dollars  and 
sixty-one  cents. 

10th,  That  to  their  knowledge,  recollection  or  belief,  the  said 
bank  during  the  last  year,^in  fourteen  instances  and  no  more,  sold 
drafts  to  be  used  by  the  purchaser  in  paying  notes,  drafts  or  debts, 
due  to  the  said  bank. 

II th,  That  to  their  knowledge,  recollection  or  belief,  the  said 
bank  has  not  at  the  time  of  making  the  original  loart  ever  discount- 
ed paper,  the  officers  of  the  bank,  or  any  of  them,  expecting  or 
having  reason  to  believe  that  the  said  bank  wouhl  be  enabled  to 
sell  to  the  person  obtaining  the  discount  a  draft  at  a  premium,  to 
be  used  by  him  in  the  payment  of  his  discounted  paper,  but  that 
the  said  bank  has  but  in  a  very  few  instances  only  discounted  pa- 
per, given  on  renewal  of  paper  for  said  original  loan,  when  the  of* 
fleers  of  the  bank,  or  some  of  them,  expected  or  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  said  bank  would  be  enabled  to  sell  to  the  person  ob- 
taining the  discount  a  draft  at  a  premium,  to  be  used  by  him  in  the 
payment  of  his  discounted  paper. 

12th,  That  the  said  bank  has  in  all  instances  sent  and  remitted 
the  paper  discounted  by  it  to  the  place  of  payment. 

18th  and  i4th,  That  to  their  knowledge,  recollection  or  belief, 
the  said  bank  has  in  no  instance  omitted  to  send  the  discounted  paper 
to  the  place  at  which  it  was  payable,  and  that  the  said  bank  or  any 
of  its  officers  have  not  required  or  received  the  premium  on  a  draft 
or  drafts  upon  the  place  wher^  such  paper  was  payable,  or  of  any 
charges  for  postage,  protest,  or  other  disbursements,  as  connected 
with  or  claimed  as  accruing  upon  such  discounted  paper,  if  the 
said  paper  was  not  so  sent  to  the  place  of  payment. 

15th,  That  to  their  knowledge,  recollection  or  belief,  the  said 
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bank  has  never  punaed  the  bunness  of  reqnirt^  the  paper  of  its 
cusiomerSf  or  any  portion  of  them,  to  be  made  payable  at  Albany 
or  New- York,  and  of  selling  drafts  to  pay  such  paper. 

16th,  That  they  never  began  the  kind  of  business  mentioned  in 
the  said  interrogatory. 

17th,  That  to  their  knowledge,  recollection  or  belief,  they,  as 
officers  of  said  bank,  have  never  been  admonished  or  advised  that 
the  business  of  requiring  paper  payable  at  a  distant  place,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  the  bank  to  sell  a  draft  to  take  up  such  paper, 
was  improper,  and  should  be  discontinued.  But  this  deponent,  the 
said  James  S.  Seymour,  says,  that  sometime  during  the  last  year, 
one  of  the  Bank  Commissioners  informed  this  deponent  that  some 
of  the  banks  in  the  State  had  pursued  such  practice,  and  that  it 
was  improper. 

18th,  That  they  have  never  used  the  funds  of  the  said  bank,  or 
procured  money  from  the  said  bank,  with  which  they  have,  for 
their  private  benefit,  purchased  paper  at  a  discount  beyond  the  le« 
gal  rate. 

'  19th,  That  as  appears  by  the  books  of  the  said  bank,  which  they 
believe  to  be  correct,  within  the  ninety  days  next  preceding  the 
first  day  of  January  last,  t!ie  said  bank  received  and  discounted  87 
notes  and  diafts,  which  were  payable  at  Albany  or  New-York^ 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  9142,091  86. 

20th,  That  the  said  bank  has  not  appointed,  authorized,  or  in 
any  manner  employed  an  agent  or  agents  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing, recommending,  or  receiving  paper  for  discount,  with  any 
understanding  on  the  part  of  the  bank  or  any  of  4ts  officers,  to  the 
knowledge,  hearsay  or  belief  of  these  deponents,  that  such  agent 
should  charge  to  or  receive  from  the  person  applying  for,  or  ob- 
taining the  discount,  any  commission  or  compensation  for  the  ser- 
vices of  such  a^ent. 

21st,  That  the  said  bank  is  not  in  the  practice,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, of  requiring  those  who  obtain  discounts  from  it,  to  make 
their  payments  in  the  notes  of  banks  other  than  its  own. 

22d,  That  no  paper  has  been  presented  at  the  said  bank  for  dis- 
count and  been  declined  or  refused,  and  the  same  subsequently  pre- 
sented by  a  broker  or  any  other  person,  and  discounted;  nor  has 
any  officer  of  the  said  bank,  to  the  knowledge,  information  or  be- 
lief of  these  deponents,  participated  directly  or  indirectly  in  the 
profits  of  the  endorsement  or  brokerage  of  any  such  paper,  or  of 
any  paper  presented  at  the  said  bank  for  discount. 

2dd,  That  to  the  knowledge,  information  or  belief  of  these  de- 
ponents, no  loans  have  been  made  by  discounts  or  otherwise,  to 
any  broker,  for  the  business  of  exchange  or  brokerage,  in  which 
any  officer  of  the  said  bank  was  interested  directly  or  indirectly. 

24th,  That  the  said  bank  has  not  employed  any  broker  or  bro- 
kers, or  any  other  person  or  persons  in  the'ciiy  of  New^York,  or 
elsewhere,  nor  have  they  furnished  him  or  them  with  any  funds 
for  the  purchase,  at  a  discount,  of  the  bills  of  said  bank,  with  the 
view  to  gain. 
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85th,  That  the  said  bonk  has  not»  nor  ha^e  any  of  its  officers,  to 
the  knowledge,  information  or  belief  of  these  deponents,  made  it  a 
condition,  directly,  indirectly  or  impliedly,  of  the  discounting  of 
any  note,  draft,  or  other  eviobnce  of  debt,  that  the  borrower  should 
receive  therefor  the  notes  or  bills  of  any  other  bank  or  banks  at 
par,  which  notes  were  not  at  the  time  current,  or  of  par  value  at 
the  said  bank,  or  the  notes  or  bills  of  any  bank  out  of  the  United 
States,  or  out  of  this  State,  which  were  not  at  the  time  current 
and  bankable  at  the  said  bank. 

2Gth,  That  the  said  bank  has  not  by  any  of  the  practices  alluded 
to  in  the  said  interrogatories,  or  by  any  other  means,  adopted  a 
course  of  business,  with  the  intention  on  the  part  of  its  officers,  or 
any  of  them,  of  receiving  more  than  the  legal  rate  on  paper  dis« 
counted  by  the  said  bank. 

DANIEL  KELLOGG,  President 
JAMES  S.  SEYMOUR,  Cashier. 

Sworn  the  7th  day  of  February,  ) 
1835)  before  me.  ) 

John  P.  Hurlbert, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 


CAYUGA  COUNTY  BANK. 

The  answers  of  G.  B.  Throop,  cashier  of  the  Cayuga  County 
Bank,  to  the  several  interrogatories,  numbered  from  1  to  26,  inclu- 
sive under  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Assembly,  January  27th, 
1885^  addressed  to  to  him  by  John  Wilkinson,  Ei>q.,  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  banks,  &c. 

To  the  1st  interrogatory,  As  it  is  always  desirable  for  the  bank 
to  receive  payments  at  Albany  and  New- York,  he  has  encouraged 
and  recommended  persons  applying  for  discounts,  whose  expected 
payments,  or  whose  business  of  milling,  purchasing  of  produce,  &c. 
transportation,  buying  and  driving  cattle,  &c.,  would  put  them  in 
funds  at  those  places  or  at  Troy,  to  make  their  paper  payable  at 
these  places;  hut  this  bank  has  not  compelled  this  to  be  done  as  a 
condition  of  discounting,  nor  otherwise  than  above. 

2d,  This  bank  has  not  refused  to  make  discounts  unless  the  pa- 
per offi.*red  was  made  payable  at  Albanjr  or  New- York,  where  the 
place  of  payment  was  the  sole  or  principal  reason  of  the  refusal. 

dd.  There  is  no  instance  within  his  recollection,  where  this  bank 
has  discounted  paper  payable  at  Albany  or  New- York,  he  knowing 
or  having  reason  to  believe  from  any  understanding  or  agreement, 
express  or  implied,  that  the  person  properly  liable  for  the  payment 
of  BQch  paper,  would  not  have  funds,  at  its  maturity,  at  the  place 
of  payment. 

4thy  There  is  no  instance,  within  his  recollection,,  where  this 
bank  has  discounted  paper  payable  at  Albany  or  New- York,  he 
knowing,  or  having  reason  to  believe  or  expect  from  any  under- 
standing pr  agreement  express  or  implied,  that  the  pe.rson  obtaining 
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the  dif count  would,  previoot  to  or  at  the  matuiilf  of  bis  psper, 
purchase  of  this  bank  a  draft,  to  be  used  in  the  payment  of  such 

paper. 

5th,  This  bank  has  act  discounted  paper,  within  his  knowledge 
or  belief,  payable  at  either  Albany  or  New-York,  under  an  express 
understanding  or  arrangement  with  the  person  obtaining  the  dis- 
count, that  he  or  any  other  person  should,  at  the  maturity  of  the 
paper,  purchase  of  the  bank  a  draft  on  the  place  at  which  his  pa- 
per was  so  payable;  but  has  declined  all  such  offers,  as  he  believes. 

6th,  This  bank  has  occasionally  discounted  a  draft  or  note,  he 
knowing  or  having  reason  to  believe  that  the  proceeds  of  such  draft 
or  note  would  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  a  draft  of  the  bank  at 
a  premium,  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  a  previously 
discounted  draft  or  note  belonging  to  this  institution  and  payable 
at  Albany  or  New- York;  such  instances  have  been  mostly  with 
millers  and  dealers  in  produce,  but  in  no  case,  within  his  recollectioD 
or  belief,  in  consequence  of  such  an  understanding  at  the  time  of 
discounting  the  paper  so  to  be  taken  up. 

7th,  This  bank  has  sold  drafts,  he  knowing  or  having  reason  to 
believe  that  the  drafts  so  sold  were  to  be  used  or  applied  to  the 
payment  of  notes  or  drafts  due  to  this  bank,  and  payable  at  Albany 
or  New- York. 

8th,  He  understands  that  the  amount  of  #2,028.61  has  been  re- 
ceived by  this  bank  for  premiums  on  drafts  sold  during  the  year 
1934. 

0th,  As  the  premiums  on  drafts,  postage,  and  some  other  small 
items  are  kept  by  us  in  figures,  not  otherwise  designating  the 
items,  he  cannot  ascertain,  satisfactorily,  the  inquiry.  He  thinks 
that  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  drafts  sold  by  this  bank  during 
the  last  year  has  been  applied  as  payment  upon  debts,  notes  or 
drafts  due  to  the  bank. 

10th,  He  has  not  the  means  of  ascertaining,  and  cannot  answer 
in  how  many  instances  the  bank  has,  during  the  last  year,  sold 
drafts  to  be  used  by  the  purchaser  in  paying  notes,  drafts  or  debts 
due  to  the  bank. 

1  ]  th.  This  bank  has  not  discounted  paper,  he  knowing  or  having 
reason  to  believe  from  any  understanding  or  agreement,  express  or 
implied,  that  the  bank  would  be  thereby  enabled  to  sell  to  the  per* 
son  obtaining  the  discount,  a  draft  at  a  premium,  to  be  used  by  him 
in  the  payment  of  his  discounted  paper. 

12th,  This  bank  has  in  all  instances,  he  believes,  sent  or  remit- 
ted the  paper  discounted  by  it  to  the  place  of  payment,  except  one 
omission,  by  mistake,  of  a  #400  note. 

Idth  and  14th,  he  answers  to  these  as  to  the  12th.  No  charges 
were  made  in  the  case  of  the  omission  noted. 

15th,  16th  and  17th,  This  bank  has  never  pursued  the  business 
to  which  these  interrogatories  are  pointed.  He.  recollects,  in  a 
conversation  with  the  commissioners*  Messrs.  Stebbins  and  Eaton, 
during  an  official  visit  in  August  last,  they  spoke  of  such  a  busi* 
ness,  and  that  they  had  admonished  those  engaged  or  supposed  to 
be  engaged  in  it,  that  it  should  be  discontinued  or  broken  ujk 
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18th,  Re  had  iiever  vs^d  the  funds  of  the  banl,  nor  ins  own  funds, 
nor  procared  money  from  the  bank  for  any  sacfa  purpose. 

19th,  The  notes  and  drafts  discoynted  within  the  ninety  days 
preceding  January  1;  1B35,  payable  at  Albany  and  New-York, 
were  of  notes,  •41,725.97,  of  drafts,  t$4,7d6.78. 

20th,  No;  the  bank  has  hot  directly  nor  indirectly^ 

21st,  No;  there  is  no  such  practice  of  the  bank;  but  he  thinks 
that  a  general  understahding  prevails  that  the  banks  prefer  to  re- 
ceive in  payment  and  exchange,  notes  of  banks  other  than  their 
own. 

22d,  No,  to  both  inaQiries;  but  says  that  paper  has  been  refused 
in  the  course  of  their  business,  for  insufficiency  of  security,  which 
may  have  been  presented  again  and  discounted  with  additional  se- 
curity or  additional  evidence  of  xke  security  of  the  parties  alreadv 
to  the  paper;  but  he  never  knew  or  suspected  any  brokerage  dea(- 
tog  ot  endorsement  in  any  such  paper. 

2Sd,  244Ji,  25th  and  2teH,  No. 

G..B.  THROOP,  CoMhter. 

Cayugm  County. — George  B.  Throop,  the  cashier  of  the  Cayuga 
County  Bank,  Being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  preceding  answers 
are  trae,  according  to  his  best  recollection,  information  and  beliei^ 
and  Curtker  aays  not. 

a  B.  THROOP. 
Sworn  this  7th  day  of  l^ebnia-  > 
ry,  1S3&,  beiore  me.  > 

1.  L.  Rf  cttARDSON,  ^rU  Judge  of  Cayuga 


SENECA  COUNTY  BANK. 

State  op  New-York,  )  ^^ 
iSmectf  CowiUy^       > 

William  More,  cashier  of  the  Seneca  . 
County  Bank,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  the  facts 
stated  in  the  following  several  answers  to  twenty-six  interrogato* 
ries,  to  which  answers  are  required  by  order  of  a  committee  of  the 
Honorable  the  Assembly  of  this  State,  are  true,  to  the  best  of  the 
deponents  knowledge,  information  and  belief,  and  further  this  de* 
ponent  saith  not 

WILUAM  MORE,  CaMer. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me, 
this  tenth  day  of  Februarv,  one 
thousand    eight    hundred  and 
thirty-five. 

Jb849s  CijiRK,  First  Judge  of  Seneca  Countf^ 

and  Supreme  Clourt  CommUrioner. 

Answer  1st  Since  the  Seneca  County  Bank  has  been  in  operi* 
tion,  the  paper  discounted  by  it,  has  been  generally  made  payable 
at  its  banking  house  in  Waterloo,  but  when  its  funds  in  the  cities 
tf  New-Yoi4  and  Albany  have  been  low,  the  directors  have  in 
•ome  instances,  refused  to  discount  paper  unless  it  was  made  pay- 
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able  in  one  of  the  above  mentioned  cities.  Thoi  paper  to  payable 
has  been  principally  discounted  for  millers  and  purchasers  of  pror^ 
duce,  and  the  credit  to  such  persons  has  been  generally  extended 
until  they  could  conveniently  pay  their  pap^r  in  the  cities^  out  of 
the  avails  of  their  produce,  after  it  was  disposed  of  in  the  spring 
and  summer  next  foHowing  the  period  at  which  discounts  were 
made.  The  largest  portion  of  the  loans  to  millers  and  purchasers 
of  produce,  has  been  payable  at  the  banking  house  of  the  institvk- 
tion,  and  the  proportion  of  the  paper  payable  in  the  cities,  and  dis* 
counted  for  persons  other  than  milters  and  purchasers  of  produce^ 
has  been  very  small.  Paper  discounted  by  the  bank,  has  in  some 
instances  been  made  payable  at  the  banks  or  houses,  on  which  the 
institution  was  accustomed  to  sell  drafts  at  a  premium;  and  in  other 
instances  it  was  not  so  payable.  . 

2d,  This  institution  under  the  circumstances  detailed  in  the  pre^ 
ceding  answer  to  the  first  question,  has  refused  in  a  few  cases,  to 
discount  paper  unless  it  was  made  payable  in  Albany  or  MeW"> 
York. 

3d,  This  institution  has  in  a  few  instances,  discounted  paper  paya* 
ble  in  New-York  and  Albany,  the  officers  of  the  bank  naving  rea» 
son  to  believe,  thai  the  borrowers  would  not  have  funds  at  the  matu^ 
rity  of  the  paper,  at  the  place  of  payment,  to  take  up  the  same,  ex- 
cept by  the  purchase  of  arafts,  but  there  never  has  been  any  agree- 
ment or  understanding,  that  drafta  should  be  purchased  of  this  instip 
tution  to  take  up  such  paper,  and  it  has  been  frequently  paid  by 
other  means,  than  drafts  sold  or  furnished  by  this  institution. 

4th,  This  institution  has  in  no  instance  discounted  paper  paya» 
ble  at  Albany  or  New- York,  the  officers  of  the  bank  or  any  of  them^ 
knowing  or  naving  reason  to  believe,  that  the  person  obtaining  the 
discount,  would,  previous  to,  or  at,  the  maturity  of  such  paper^ 
purchase  of  the  institution,  a  draft  to  be  used  in  the  payment  of 
the  paper  so  discounted. 

5th,  This  institution  has  never  discounted  paper  payable  either 
at  Albany  or  New- York,  under  an  express  understanding  or  ar- 
rangement with  the  person  obtaining  tne  discount,  that  he  or  any 
other  person,  should  at  the  maturity  of  the  paper,  purchase  of  the 
institution,  a  draft  on  the  place  at  which  his  paper  was  payable. 

6th,  This  institution  has  in  some  instances,  discounted  drafts 
and  notes,  the  officers  of  the  bank  knowing  or  having  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  proceeds  of  such  draft  or  note,  would  be  applied  to 
the  purchase  of  a  draft  from  the  institution,  at  a  premium,  to  be. 
applied  to  taking  up  paper  previously  discounted,  belonging  to  the 
institution. 

7th,  This  institution  has  sold  drafts  on  the  cities  of  New-York 
and  Albany,  the  officers  of  the  bank  knowing  or  having  reason  to 
believe,  that  the  drafts  so  sold,  wouM  be  used  or  appRed  to  the 
payment  of  notes  or  drafts  due  to  the  institution,  and  payable  at 
the  above  mentioned  places.. 

8ih,  The  amount  of  profits  derived  by  this  institution  from  the 
sale  of  drafts  on  Albany  and  New-York,  from  the  1st  January^ 
1834,  to  the  1st  January  1835,  is  #1,088.26,  from  which  nothiog^ 
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if  dedocted  for  premiams  paid  on  drafts  purchased  by  the  instituo 
tion,  which  would  reduce  the  amount,  in  a  large  proportion. 

9th,  It  is  not  known  what  proportion  of  the  drafts  sold  by  this 
institution  during  the  last  year,  has  been  applied  on  debts,  notes  or 
dnfts  due  to  the  institution. 

lOth,  It  is  not  known  in  how  nianv  instances  this  institution  has, 
daring  the  last  year,  sold  drafts  to  oe  used  by  the  purchaser,  in 
paying  notes,  drafts  or  debts  due  to  the  institution. 

11th,  This  institution  has  discounted  paper,  the  officers  of  the 
bank  expecting  or  having  reason  to  believe,  that  the  person  obtain- 
ing the  discount,  would  purchase  a  draft  of  the  institution,  and  ap- 
ply the  same  in  payment  of  paper  belonging  to  the  institution,  pre^ 
viously  discounted,  and  payable  in  Albany  or  New-York.  But  no 
agreement  was  ever  made,  nor  was  it  arranged  at  the  time  of  dis- 
counting  such  paper,  that  such  draft  should  be  purchased  of  this 
institution,  and  it  has  frequently  occurred  that  the  paper  so  dis- 
counted, was  paid  at  the  place  of  payment,  without  the  purchase 
of  drafts  from  this  institution,  but  it  has  also  happened,  that  drafts 
have  been  purchased  of  the  institution  at  a  premium,  to  pay  such 
paper. 

13th,  This  institution  has  uniformly  transmitted,  for  collection, 
paper  discounted  by  it,  and  payable  at  other  places,  than  its  bank* 
ing  house,  to  the  place  at  which  the  same  was  payable,  excepting 
ia  a  single  instance,  in  which  a  discounted  note  was  paid  before 
maturity,  at  the  banking  house,  and  the  discount  taken  when  dis- 
counted, was  remitted  to  the  persons  wlio  paid  the  note,  for  the 
time  which  it  wanted  of  maturity. 

19th,  This  institution  has  in  no  instance,  received  a  premium 
on  paper,  not  sent  to  the  place  of  payment,  by  the  sale  of  drafts 
or  otherwise,  when  the  same  has  been  paid  at  the  banking  house. 

14th,  This  institution  has  never  received  payment  of  any  char- 
ges, for  postage,  protest,  or  other  disbursements  as  commuted,  or 
daimed  as  accruing  upon  discounted  paper  not  sent  to  its  place  of 
payment. 

15th,  This  institution,  since  the  commencement  of  its  opera- 
tions, has  required  of  some  of  its  customers  a  portion  of  their  dis- 
counted paper  to  be  made  payable  at  Albany  or  New-York,  un- 
der the  circumstances  and  qualifications  appearing  in  the  answers 
to  questions  Nos.  1  and  16. 

16th,  Since  the  month  of  July  last,  or  thereabouts,  this  institu- 
tion has  not  discounted  paper  payable  in  Albany  or  New-York, 
unleiM  the  officers  of  the  oank  were  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  pa- 
per would  be  paid  at  its  maturity,  at  the  place  where  it  was  made 
payable. 

17th,  The  cashier  of  this  institution  was  informed,  by  two  of 
the  Bank  Commissioners,  that  the  practice  of  requiring  paper  for 
discount,  payable  at  distant  places,  to  enable  the  bank  to  sell  drafts 
to  take  up  such  paper,  was  improper,  and  should  be  discontinued, 
or  words  to  that  effect 

18th,  The  cashier  of  this  institution,  has  never  used  the  funds 
of  the  bsmk,  nor  procured  money  from  the  bank,  with  which  he 
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hn,  f»r  his  primie  benefit,  |i«rf based  F>P!^  ^^  « ifisimii^t,  bjsjrfwl 
fhe  legal  rate ;  nor  has  h^  any  knowledge  that  any  other  «ffioer 
or  director  of  the  bank  has  done  so* 

10th,  This  institatioD  has  discoanted,  withm  ninety  d«ya  9ext 
precedin|;  the  first  day  of  January,  183^9  sixty  notes  and  dhrafts^ 
payable  m  New-^York  and  Albany^ 

20th,  This  institution  has  never  appointed,  antboria^  or  in  anj 
manner  employed  an  agents  or  agents,  for  the  porposje  of  pioear* 
kig,  recommeMling,  or  receiving  paper  for  diseouDt,  with  the  an- 
derstanding  on  the  part  of  the  bana,  or  amy  of  its  oficera,  that 
such  agent  should  charge  to,  or  receive  froia  the  peraon  applying 
for  or  obtaining  the  discount,  any  commission  or  compensalion  for 
the  services  of  such  agent, 

2lsty  This  institution  is  not  in  the  ptw^tice,  directly  or  iftdirecl* 
)y,  of  requiring  those  who  obtain  discounts  from  it^  to  make  their 
payments  in  the  notes  of  other  banks. 

22d,  In  no  instance  has  paper  presented  to  this  bank  for  dia* 
count,  been  declined  or  refused,  and  afterwards  presenled  by  m 
broker,  and  discounted.  •  But  it  has  sometimes  occurred,  that  dis* 
counts  have  been  refused  for  want  of  sufficient  knowledge  of  tJbe 
drawers  and  endorsers  of  the  paper,  ud  it  has  been  sub^qaeDtly 
discounted  on  obtaining  satisfactory  informatioa  of  them.  No  of- 
ficer of  the  bank  has  participated,  directlv  or  iadjrectly,  in  the  pro* 
fits  of  the  endorsement  or  brokerage  of  any  such  paper,  or  any 
other  paper  presented  at  the  bank  for  discount. 

2dd,  No  loans  have  been  made  by  discount  or  otherwise,  to  any 
broker  for  the  business  of  exchange  or  brokerage,  in  which  any 
officer  of  the  institution  was  mterested,  directly  or  indirectly. 

24thy  This  institution  has  never  employed  any  broker  os  bro- 
kers, or  other  person  or  persons,  in  New-Vprjt  or  elsewhere,  and 
furnished  him  or  them  with  funds  for  the  purchase,  at  a  discount^ 
of  the  bills  of  the  institution,  with  a  view  to  gain. 

25th,  This  institution,  or  any  of  its  officers,  has  never  made  it 
a  condition,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  the  discounting  of  aoy  noti^ 
draft,  or  other  evidence  of  debt,  that  the  borrower  should  receive 
therefor  thQ  notes  or  bills  of  another  bank,  or  other  banka  at  par, 
which  were  not  at  the  time  current  and  of  par  value  at  the  Sene* 
ca  County  Bank,  nor  that  the  borrower  should  receive  the  notes, 
or  bills  of  banks  out  of  the  United  States,  or  out  of  this  state, 
which  were  not  at  the  time  current  and  bankable  at  this  institu- 
tion. 

26th,  This  institution  has  not  adopted  any  course  of  busipess, 
with  the  intention  on  the  part  of  its  officers,  or  any  of  them,  of  re- 
ceiving more  than  the  legal  rate  of  interest  on  paper  dsscounted 
by  the  bank,  or  otherwise. 


BANK  OP  GENEVA. 
The  answer  on  oath  of  Henry  D  wight,  president  of  the  Bank  of 
G^eva,  to  the  interrogatories  transmitted  to  tfie  preudents  and 


cathiMB,  ow  other  officers  of  certain  bankst  by  the  cornmittee  of  the 
honorable  Asaembly,  on  the  incorporation  and  alteration  of  the 
charters  of  banks  and  insurance  companies,  in  pursuance  of  the 
rosoluUoQ  of  the  Assembly  of  the  27  th  day  of  January,  1895,  that 
is  to  say:  - 

To  the  1st  interroffatory  this  respondent  says:  When  the  bank 
of  which  this  responoent  is  an  officer,  has  been  applied  to  for  the 
discount  of  paper,  it  has  always  been  understood  that  the  bank  did 
prefer  paper  payable  in  Albany  or  New- York.  The  reasons  of 
this  preference  were. 

Firsts  By  this  means  the  bank  increased  its  funds  in  New- York 
and  Albany,  which  would  always  redeem  its  bank  bills,  of  which 
same  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  are  annually  sent  for  re- 
demption, from  these  cities  throuc^h  the  Albany  banks,  and, 

Second^  The  paper  thus  payable  in  New- York  could  in  case  of 
pressure  be  discounted,  and  this  was  occasionally  found  a  very 
oonvenient  mode  of  providing  funds  to  meet  calls  in  case  of  any 
pressure  upon  the  bank. 

Thirds  The  payment  of  such  paper  provided  funds  for  the  sale 
of  drafts  on  Albany  and  New- York. 

AmrfA,   The  proceeds  of  such  notes  bore  an  interest  in  New^ 
York  from  the  day  of  payment  or  within  one  week  after,  accocdiu^ 
in^  to  arrangements  made  with  agents  in  New- York.     To  make  \ 
this  answer  more  plain,  it  should  be  stated,  that  by  far  the  largest    \ 
portion  of  the  bills  so  payable  at  New-York  and  Albany,  are  notes 
which  are  diseounted  on  behalf  of  purchasers  of  wheat  and  other       / 
prodaee,  which  is  to  be  sent  to  New-York  or  elsewhere  eastward,       / 
and  from  the  proceeds  of  which  produce  such  notes  are  to  be  paid.      / 
Such  paper  is  generally  offered  with  that  explanation,  voluntarily 
expressed  or  understood;  and  such  paper  is  much  perferred  when^ 
ever  there  ia  confidence  in  the  parties,  and  in  the  transaction.    In 
final  answer  therefore,  it  may  oe  said  that  in  substance  and  efiTect, 
this  bank  in  many  cases  has  encouraged  and  recommended,  and      j 
that  in  a  direct  manner,  the  person  applying,  to  make  his  paper      | 
payable  in  New- York  or  Albany,  and  does  usually  so  encourage 
and  recommend,  and  New- York  and  Albany  are  places  on  which 
this  bank  is  in  the  habit  of  selling  drafts  at  a  premium.     But  this 
bank  has  required  or  compelled  its  customers  to  take  this  course 
in  no  sense,  except  as  it  is  implied  in  the  answer  of  this  respondent 
to  the  next  interrogatory.     This  answer  and  all  subsequent  an- 
swers,  are  limited  to  the  period  of  time  since  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  this  bank  in  January,  1882,  when  the  Legislature  for 
tibe  first  time  reserved  the  right  of  renewing  or  repealing  its  char- 
ter; and  which  period  of  time  this  respondent  presumes  will  meet, 
so  far  as  this  bank  is  concerned,  the  objects  or  the  message  of  the 
Governor  and  the  resolution  of  the  honorable  Assembly. 

9d,  In  times  of  great  pressure,  this  bank  for  some  of  the  reasons 
alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  answer,  has  refused  to  discount  almost 
all  paper  other  than  such  as  was  made  payable  at  New-York  or 
Albany,  or  some  eastern  place  in  the  State,  but  has  continued  the 
renewal  of  old  paper  at  such  times  of  pressure,  im  far  as  was  pes* 
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sible  and  safe  under  the  drcmnstancet.  While  at  all  times  the 
amoant  of  paper  payable  at  bank,  baa  been  sreater  than  that  paya* 
ble  below;  the  policy  of  the  bank  as  to  its  discounts,  is  constantly 
changing  with  the  amount  of  its  funds  on  hand,  the  facility  of  bor-* 
rowing  at  the  eastward  in  caseof  emerffency;  these  and  other  cir- 
cumstances^requtriug  for  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  the  bank,  an 
adaptation  of  its  course  to  constantly  varying  circumstances;  and 
the  officers  have  felt  themselves  not  only  at  liberty,  but  in  duty 
bound  as  trustees,  to  judge  of  what  paper,  as  to  time  and  place,  it 
would  be  expedient  to  discount  and  reject,  and  their  course  has  ac» 
Gordingly  varied  from  discounting  all  good  paper  which  was  offer- 
ed,  to  the  selection  of  a  part  only,  according  to  their  own  best 
judgment;  and  in  times  of  great  alarm  and  pressure,  they  have  re- 
fused almost  all  new  paper  which  was  not  payable  in  Albany  or 
New-York. 

8d,  That  in  discounting  paper  payable  in  New- York  or  Albany, 
the  officers  of  the  bank  have  endeavored  to  receive  such  only  as 
would  be  promptly  met  at  the  time  and  place  at  which  it  was  pay- 
able. And  it  has  been  the  general  rule  and  understanding  of  the 
bank  with  its  customers,  that  such  paper  should  be  fully  paid  and 
not  renewed;  to  this  rule  there  have  been  very  few  exceptions. 
In  all  cases  the  officers  have  uniformly  preferred  such  paper  as 
they  expected  would  be  paid,  but  have  not  in  every  case  felt  entire 
confidence  that  the  drawer  or  acceptor  of  the  note  or  draft  would 
have  funds  at  the  place  to  meet  the  payment*  But  no  such  dis- 
count has  been  made,  the  officers  of  the  bank  knowing  or  hoping 
that  the  person  properly  liable  for  the  payment  of  such  paper, 
would  not  have  funds  at  its  maturity  at  the  place  of  payment. 

4th,  That  in  discounting  paper  payable  at  Albany  or  New- York, 
the  officers  of  the  bank  have  not  known,  expected,  or  had  reason 
ta  believe  (so  as  to  make  this  expectation  the  moving  cause  for 
making  the  discount)  that  the  person  obtaining  the  discount  would 
previous  to,  or  at  the  maturity  of  his  paper,  purchase  of  this  insti- 
tution a  draft  to  be  used  in  the  payment  of  such  paper  so  discount- 
ed. But  though  no  discount  has  been  made  from  such  motive, 
yet  it  ought  to  be  stated  that  the  purchase  of  such  draft,  may  have 
been  looked  forward  to  as  a  possible  event  in  case  of  the  failure  of 
the  remittance  from  produce,  or  other  means  of  payment  held  out 
to  the  bank  in  order  to  obtain  the  discount 

5th,  That  no  paper  payable  in  Albany  or  New-York  has  been 
discounted  by  this  bank,  under  the  express  understanding  or  ar- 
rangement with  the  person  obtaining  the  discount,  that  he  or  any 
other  person  should,  at  the  maturity  of  the  paper,  purchase  of  this 
bank  at  a  premium,  a  draft  on  the  place  at  which  his  paper  was  so 
payable,  neither  has  there  ever  been  any  such  implied  understand- 
ing. 

6th,  That  by  far  the  largest  portion  of  the  bills  payable  at  eas- 
tern towns  or  cities  in  this  State,  are  made  by  the  purchasers  of 
wheat,  grain,  cattle,  &c,  from  the  proceeds  of  which,  when  the 
sales  are  effiscted,  the  bills  are  paid.  In  some  cases  from  a  variety 
of  causes,  these  bills  cannot  be  paid  according  to  expectation.    The 
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same  is  the  case  with  bifls  of  all  descriptions;  the  payer  not  being 
able  to  fulfil  his  promise  at  the  time,  applies  for  a  new  discount, 
which  is  granted  or  refused,  according  lo  the  circumstances  of  the 
case;  and  Lf  granted,  then  ^\'ith  the  understanding  and  belief  impli- 
ed in  the  interrogatory.  These  cases,  however,  do  not  frequently 
occur,  as  the  answer  to  the  ninth  interrogatory  will  more  fully 
shew. 

7th,  That  the  answer  to  this  interrogatory  is  implied  from  his 
answer  to  the  sixth  interrogatory,  and  is  affirmative. 

8th,  That  the  amount  of  premiums  received  by  the  bank  during 
the  last  year  on  drafts  sold,  has  been  •2,578.67.  ,  The  usual  price 
of  drafts  on  Albany  is  ope-half  of  one  per  cent,  and  on  New- York, 
three-quarters  of  one  per  cent. 

9th,  That  the  whole  amount  of  drafts  sold  during  the  last  year, 
from  an  examination  of  our  books,  appears  to  be  9455,821 .82,  and 
so  far  as  can  now  be  determined  by  reference  to  the  books  and  the 
recollections  of  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  the  amount  which  has  been 
applied  in  payment  upon  debts,  notes  and  drafts  due  this  bank,  has 
not  exceeded  936,451 .60,  which  Is  very  nearly  a  proportion  of  eight 
per  cent  on  the  whole  amount  of  drafts  sold.  The  whole  amount 
of  premium  which  has  been  received  during  the  last  year  on  drafts 
which  are  believed  to  have  been  applied  in  payment  of  any  debt 
due  the  bank,  does  not  exceed  9238.37,  a  sum  so  small  as  not  to 
amount  to  tV  of  one  per  sent  upon  the  capital.  The  whole  amount 
of  paper  which  has  been  discounted  at  the  bank  during  the  past 
year,  has  been  92,495,254.99;  of  this  discounted  paper,  not  more 
than  $36,457.60  has  been  taken  up  by  drafts  purchased  of  the 
bank,  which  is  less  than  1  i  per  cent  upon  the  whole  amount  of  pa- 
per discounted  during  this  period. 

10th,  That  the  whole  number  of  instances  in  which  the  bank  has 
sold  drafts  during  the  year,  ending  January  1,  1835,  to  be  used  by 
the  purchaser  in  paying  notes,  drafts  or  debts  due  this  bank, 
does  not  exceed  24. 

11th,  That  his  reply  to  the  sixth  is,  as  he  supposes,  a  reply  also 
to  this  interrogatory. 

12th,  That  such  paper  has  been  sent,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
and  these  have  been  of  paper  retained  at  the  request  of  the  parties 
for  whom  it  was  discounted. 

13th,  That  on  such  discounted  paper  which  has  been  payable  at 
New-York  or  Albany,  but  retained  and  paid  here,  the  bank  or  its 
officers  have  not  required  or  received  a  premium  on  a  draft  or 
drafts  on  the  place  where  such  paper  was  payable. 

14th,  That  when  such  discounted  paper  has  not  been  sent  to  the 
place  of  payment,  this  bank  has  not  required  or  received  the  pay- 
.  ment  of  any  charges  fer  postage,  protestor  other  disbursements  as 
connected  with,  or  claimed  as  accruing  upon  such  discounted  pa- 
per, nor  in  any  other  way  whatever. 

15th,  This  bank  has  not  pursued  the  business  implied  in  this  in- 
terrogatory, in  any  other  manner  than  has  been  stated  in  the  an- 
swers to  the  preceding  interrogatories. 
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16th,  Thhi  bank  has  not  desisted  from  the  kind  of  business  i^hich 
has  boen  stated  in  the  answers  to  the  preceding  interrogatories. 

17th,  That  he  has  no  recollection  ol  ever  having  been  formally 
admonished  or  advised  by  any  person,  that  the  business  of  requir- 
ing paper  payable  at  a  distant  place  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
bank  to  sell  drafts  to  take  up  such  paper,  was  improper  and  should 
be  discontinued,  but  he  has  conversed  with  the  Bank  Commission- 
ers, or  some  one  of  them,  upon  the  subject,  in  which  conversation 
the  said  Commissioners,  or  some  one  of  them,  have  expressed  an 
opinion  that  any  arrangement  made,  or  understanding  had  with  a 
person  for  whoip  discounts  were  made,  of  paper  payable  at  an- 
other place,  previous  to,  or  at  the  time  of  such  discount,  that 
such  person  should  purchase  a  draft  to  meet  such  paper  would  be 
improper,  in  which  opinion  this  respondent  fully  concurred;  and 
he  also  says  that  he  is  advised  by  counsel,  that  when  no  such  un- 
derstanding, either  express  or  implied,  was  had  previous  to  or  at 
the  time  olf  discounting  such  paper.  Or  as  a  condition  for  dis- 
counting the  same,  and  befoie  the^  maturity  of  such  paper,  that  any 
person  liable  for  the  payment  thereof,  should  apply  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  draft  on  New- York  or  Albany  for  the  purpose  of  meet- 
ing such  paper,  it  was  as  proper  for  the  bank  to  sell  him  such 
draft  for  that  purpose  as  for  any  other,  and  that  there  was  nothing 
in  such  transaction  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  its  charter  or  the 
laws  of  the  land. 

18th,  That  he  has  used  nei their  funds  of  the  bank  nor  any  money 
procured  from  the  bank,  nor  his  own  funds,  in  purchasing  paper 
for  his  private  benefit,  at  a  discount  beyond  the  legal  rate  of  iote- 
rest, 

19th,  That  within  ninety  days  next  preceding  the  1st  of  Janua- 
ry, 1835,  the  number  of  drafts  or  notes  received  or  discounted  by 
the  bank,  which  are  payable  at  Albany  or  New-York,  is  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seven. 

20th,  That  this  bank  has  not  unfreauently  discounted  the  paper  of 
persons  residing  out  of  this  village,  who  were  not  sufficiently  known 
to  the  officers;  and  which  discounts  were,  therefore,  made  upon 
the  representations  of  the  correspondents  of  the  bank,  who  might 
know  the  goodness  of  such  paper;  such  correspondents  have  been 
most  frequently  the  agents  of  the  bank,  for  the  purpose  of  exchang- 
ing money,  and  who  receive  from  the  bank  some  compensation  for 
making  these  exchanges  and  nny  other  services  they  may  render  the 
bank,  or  they  have  l^en  other  persons.  The  bank  is  never  bound 
by  any  act  of  any  such  agent  or  agents.  This  bank  or  any  of  its 
officers,  has  no  understanding  with  any  such  agent,  that  such  agent 
should  charge  to  or  receive,  from  the  person  applying  for  or  ob- 
taining such  discount,  any  compensation  or  commission  for  the  ser- 
vices of  such  agent.  Bat  this  respondent  well  understands,  that 
such  agents  do  probably  receive  some  compensation  therefor,  the 
rate  whereof,  this  respondent,  or  the  officers  <^  the  bank,  do  not 
know,  and  with  which  they  have  not  nor  ever  had  any  concern. 
This  respondent  presumes,  from  the  character  of  the  agents  afore- 
said, that  such  compensation  would  be  reasonable  and  cooforma- 
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ble  to  usual  ch^Tgea  in  like  cases,  between  man  and  man,  and  nei- 
tlier  this  respondent,  nor  any  office)*  of  the  bank,  would  hearken  to 
such  recommendation,  if  he  had  cause  to  believe  it  was  a  means  of 
extortion.  As  to  so  much  of  said  iaierrogatory,  as  refers  to  Ibe 
appointment  and  authorising  of  such  agent,  with  the  understandmjg 
that  such  agent  ''  should'^  charge  or  receive  such  commission  as 
oonpensatioB  as  tlierein  referred  to,  this  respondent  saith,  that  no 
such  agent  was  ever  appointed,  with  any  understanding  of  the  bank, 
or  any  of  its  officers,  that  such  agent  should  charge  or  receive,  as 
mentioned  in  the  interrogatory.  But  at  the  same  time,  this  re- 
poudeat  hath  had  a  general  impression,  (and  he  does  not  now  doubt 
the  fact,)  that  such  agents  do  charge,  have  charged,  and  would 
charge  some  compensation  for  su^h  services. 

2l8t9  That  this  bank  has  been  In  the  practice  of  requesting  those 
who  obtain  discounts^  to  make  payments  in  the  notes  oi  other 
banks  either  of  the  cities  or  country,  and  they  frequently  agree  to 
do  so  in  accordance  with  such  request  or  wish,  and  the  object  has 
been  to  procure  paper  which  would  redeem  its  own  bills  and  extend 
its  circulation,  at  the  same  time  this  bank  has  never  refused  or 
objected  to  receive  its  own  bills  when  offered  in  payment  at  the 
bank. 

22d,  He  has  no  recollection  of  any  paper  having  been  presented 
to  the  bank  by  any  broker,  which  has  before  been  refused;  it  pro- 
bably has  been  done  by  other  persons  who  have  either  endorsed  it> 
or  stated  reasons  satisfactory  to  the  bank  why  it  should  be  discount- 
ed, but  in  no  case  has  any  officer  of  the  bank,  directly  or  indirect«- 
ly,  participated  in  the  profits  or  brokerage  of  any  such  paper,  or 
of  any  other  paper  presented  at  said  bank  for  discounts 

23d,  That  no  loans  have  been  made  by  discount  or  otherwise^ 
to  any  broker,  for  the  business  of  exchange  or  brokerage,  in  which 
this  respondent  was  interested,  directly  or  indirectly,  and  as  to 
the  other  officers  of  this  bank,  this  respondent  has  no  knowledge 
or  belief,  that  they  or  any  of  them,  were  ever  so  interested,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  in  any  such  business  of  exchange  or  broker- 
age, nor  in  any  loans  therefor,  if  any  such  existed. 

24th,  The  bank  has  a  portion  of  iu  funds  lodged  with  a  firm  of 
brokers  in  New- York,  bearing  an  interest  less  than  the  legal  rate; 
these  brokers  have  the  right,  at  their  discretion  and  on  their  own 
account,  to  purchase  the  bills  of  this  bank  at  any  rate  at  which 
they  can  procure  them,  and  to  charge  the  same  to  us  at  par,  after 
thirty  days,  or  to  sell  or  to  transmit  them  to  this  bank  for  redemp- 
tion through  the  ordinary  channels,  at  thefr'own  pleasure;  in  point 
of  fact  they  rarely  avail  themselves  of  this  right,  being  able  ordi- 
aarily,  to  dispose  of  the  bills  of  this  bank  more  profitably  to  them- 
selves. For  the  purpose  of  protecting  its  circulation  from  being 
discredited  in  any  case  whatever,  it  is  also  expected,  that  in  any 
convulsion  of  the  money  market,  they  will  not  suffer  its  bills  to  be 
depreciated,  but  will  take  them  up  on  their  own  account,  the  bank 
sustaining  any  loss  which  might  occur,  however  great,  in  raising 
the  necessary  funds  upon  such  an  emergency.  This  is  the  only 
trrangement  made  with  any  person  or  persons,  on  the  subject  of 
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the  interrogatory,  and  with  this  exception,  if  an  exception  it  it  con* 
gidered,  the  answer  of  the  respondent  to  this  interrogatory  is  io 
the  negative. 

25th.  In  the  negative;  but  the  respondent  further  soith,  that  in 
certain  cases^  and  these  usaally  were  wlien  payments  were  to  be 
made  in  some  of  the  eastern  cities  in  this  State,  the  bank  kas  pre- 
ferred to  pay  in  the  bills  of  other  banks,  when  these  btHs  have  the 
same  or  about  the  same  value  as  its  own;  and  in  all  cases,  they 
have  been  paid  by  the  bank  and  received  by  the  payee,  on  snob 
eondicion  thai  no  loss  should  be  sustained  by  the  payee,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  receiving  such  paper  instead  of  the  bills  of  this  bank. 

26th.  That  it  has  been  the  constant  intention  of  the  officers  of 
this  bank,  to  observe  strictly  the  laws  of  this  State,  in  not  receiv- 
ing more  than  the  legal  rate  of  interest.  And  this  respondent  fur- 
ther saith,  that  he  has  consulted  with  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  inr 
framing  these  answers;  that  he  is  the  only  officer  thereof,  who  is 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  its  operations,  so  as  to  be  able  to  an- 
swer the  safloe^  bavins  a  more  intimate  and  constant  knowledge  of 
its  transactions  than  the  respondent,  who  has  availed  himself  of  all 
that  the  cashier  has  known  on  the  subjects  thereof,  and  all  the 
answers  of  the  responden-t  have  been  submitted  to  him,  and  by  hiD» 
declared  to  be  correct;  and  the  respondent  does  not  know  or  be- 
lieve, that  the  cashier  or  any  other  officer  of  this  bank,  has  done 
ajiy  thing,  or  recolleets  or  knows  any  thing,  which  would  vary  in 
any  material  degree,  the  effect  of  the  foregoing  answers. 

The  foregoing  answers  and  statements  are  true,  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  and  belief. 

H.  DWIGHT,  PrtmdoiU 
Sworn  to,  before  me,  this  0th  day  ) 
ef  Febraary,  1885.  ) 

Jamss  H.  Woods, 

of  DeedSj  m  Ontarip  Comniy. 


BANK  OP  ITHACA. 

The  answer  of  Ancel  St  John,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Ithaca, 
mad^  under  oath,  to  certain  interrogatories  addressed  to  him  un- 
der a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Assembly,  on  the  27th  of  January, 
1835,  which  interrogatories  are  hereunto  annexed,  to  wit: 

To  the  1st  interrogatory  he  answers,  That  the  Bank  of  Ithaca 
has  encouraged  the  making' of  paper  payable  at  places  on  which 
said  bank  was  in  the  habit  of  selling  drafts  at  a  premium  only 
when  applied  to  for  discount  by  commercial  men,  or  dealers  id 
country  produce,  by  discounting  such  paper  for  them  on  longer 
than  the  usual  time,  and  in  no  other  way.  But  the  bank  has  not 
required  paper  to  be  made  payable  at  such  p^aces,  except  during 
the  late  pressure,  and  then  only  by  persons  who  expected  to  have 
funds  in  the  course  of  their  business  at  or  near  the  place  where 
the  paper  was  made  payable,  to  meet  it  at  maturity. 


2d,  That  the  said  hnnk  has  not  refused  to  make  discounts  un- 
less the  paper  was  made  payable  at  Albany  or  New-York,  except 
during  the  late  pressure,  and  under  the  circumstances  mentioned 
in  his  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory* 

dd,  4th  and  5th,  No. 

6th,  No:  except  that  on  the  36th  of  July,  1832,  a  note  dT^SOO 
was  discounted  for  a  customer,  the  avails  of  which  was  applied 
by  him  to  the  purchase  of  a  draft  to  pay  his  note  of  91,800,  pro- 
viously  discounted,  and  falling  due  in  New-YoriL  on  the  thirtieth 
<0f  the  same  month. 

f^  And  on  the  tttth  oi  January,  18M,  another  note  of  9350  was  dis- 
counted for  the  same  person,  the  avails  of  which  was  applied  by 
iiim  to  the  purchase  oi  a  draft  to  pay  his  m>te  of  9900,  previously 
discounted,  anfl  falling  due  in  New- York  on  the  23d  or  the  same 
month. 

And  on  4th  of  March,  1834,  a  note  of  |2,050  was  discounted 
for  another  customer,  the  avails  of  which  was  applied  by  him  to 
the  purchase  of  a  draft  to  pay  his  note  or  draft  of  93,000,  previ- 
ously  discounted,  and  payable  at  Albany. 

That  these  are  the  only  exceptions  within  his  knowledge  and 
recollection;  i|nd  he  does  not  know,  and  can  not  say  that  he,  oi^ 
any  of  the  officers  of  the  bank,  knew,  or  had  reason  to  believe,  at 
the  time  the  said  several  notes  were  discounted,  to  what  use  the 
proceeds  were  to  be  applied. 

7tH,  Yes. 

8th,  That  the  amount  of  premium  received  by  said  bank  <m 
drafts  wid  during  the  last  year  is  91,336.91. 

9th,  That  the  said  bank  has  sold  545  drafts  during  the  last  year^ 
and  that  but  six  of  them  have  been  applied  as  payment  upon  debts, 

notes  or  drafts  due  to  said  bank.  v     *  .  u  j    r    •    t_ 

lOih,  That  during  the  last  year  said  bank  has  sold  drafts  m  but 

six  instances  to  be  used  by  the  purchaser  in  paying  notes  or  drafts, 

or  debts  due  said  bank. 
11th,  No. 

12th,  Yes.  i_    ,^1.  -«^ 

13th,  He  refers  to  his  answer  to  the  12th  interrogatory. 
14th    He  refers  also  to  his  answer  to  the  12th  interrogatory. 
16th  and  16th,  He  refers  to  his  answers  to  the  first  seven  inters 
rogatories.  ^ 

17th  and  18th,  No.  .  ...    .t.    ^^  ^ 

l^th,  I'hat  said  bank  has  discounted,  withm  the  90  days  next 
preceding  the  1st  of  January,  1835,  sixty-six  notes  and  drafts 
payable  at  New-Yorit  or  Albany,  and  no  more,  amounting  to 

•40,340.08.  ^  ,         .^  t.     t.  J-      -.4 

20th,  No:  but  adds  that  a  director  of  the  said  bank,  residing  at 

Cortland  village  in  the  county  of  Cortland,  without  any  other  ap- 

pointmcnt  or  employment,  has  been  in  the  practice  of  sending  and 

recommending  for  discount  the  paper  of  persons  m  his  neighbor- 

\        hood  and  vicinity,  which  the  said  bank  has  discounted  or  rejected 

'        at  pleasure,  and  without  any  understanding,  on  the  part  of  the 

bank  or  any  of  its  officers,  as  to  what  coropensauon  or  conumsiioft 
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he  should  charge  or  receive  from  the  person  appTying  for,  or  ob- 
taining the  discount. 
21st,  22d,  2dd,  24th,  25th  and  26th,  No. 

A.  St.  JOHN,  Cashier  BanJt  of  Ithaca. 

Tompkins  County ^  ss. — On  the  11th  day  of  February,  1835,  be- 
fore me,  came  Ancel  St  John,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Ithaca,  who 
being  by  me  duly  sworn,  upon  his  oath  saith,  that  the  fijregoing 
depositions  by  him  subscribed  are  true. 

A.  D.  W.  BRUYN, 
First  Judge  of  Tompkins  County  Courts^ . 


YATES  COUNTY  BANK. 

Statb  of  New-York,  ) 
Yates  County.         y     * 

Wm.  M.  Oliver,  president  of  ihe  Yates  County  Bank,  being 
sworn  upon  oath  touching  the  interrogatories  hereunto  annexed, 
deposeth  as  follows: 

To  the  Ist  interrogatory  the  deponent  saith.  That  the  officers  of 
the  said  bank  have  frequently,  when  called  upon  for  large  sums  of 
money,  refused  to  make  such  loan,  unless  the  borrower  would 
make  his  note  payable  in  the  city  of  New- York  or  Albany;  but 
were  not  particular  whether  the  note  was  made  payable  at  the 
bank  with  which  the  Yates  County  Bank  corresponded  or  not. 
Yet,  doubtless,  many  have  been  made  payable  at  the  bank  in  Al- 
bany where,  at  times,  the  Yates  County  Bank  had  funds,  and  upon 
which  it  was  in  the  habit  of  selling  drafts  at  a  premium. 

2d,  Yes, 

8d,  That  there  may  have  been  cases  where  the  bank  had  rea- 
son  to  doubt  the  borrower's  assurance  that  the  note  would  be  paid 
when  due,  and  therefore  he  answers  in  the  affirmative. 

4th,  That  this  bank  has  discounted  paper,  having  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  person  asking  for  the  loan  would,  at  the  maturity  of 
his  note,  be  likely  to  purchase  a  draft  of  this  or  some  other  insti- 
tution to  pay  his  said  note. 

5th,  That  he  does  not  recollect  any  such  agreement;  yet  there 
may  have  been  an  instance  or  more  of  the  kind,  where  the  person 
obtaining  the  discount  supposed  he  might  procure  of  the  bank  a 
draft  to  pay  said  note. 

6th,  That  there  may  and  doubtless  has  been  such  instances,  and 
he  therefore  answers  in  the  affirmative. 

7th,  Yes. 

8th,  That  he  is  not  able  to  give  the  precise  amount  received  by 
this  bank  for  premiums  on  drafts  sold  during  the  past  year  but 
that  the  same  is  not  far  from  8600. 

9th,  That  about  one-fifth  of  the  whole  number  of  drafts  sold 
aurmg  the  past  year,  has  been  applied  as  payment  upon  debts. 
^^^J^'o*"  drafts  due  to  this  bank. 

loth,  That  in  32  instances  the  bank  has,  during  the  last  year. 
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sold  drafts  to  be  used  by  the  purchftser  iq  paying  notes,  drafts  or 
debts  due  to  this  bank. 

11th,  Yes;  believing  that  there  may  have  been  such  an  instance. 
12lh,  Yes;  and  yet  a  note  may  have  been  accidentally  omitted. 
J  8th,  That  he  does  not  recollect  any  such  case. 
14th,  No. 

15th,  Since  the  bank  went  into  operation,  in  1831,  as  this  depo- 
nent believes. 

16th,  That  the  bank  has  refrained  from  doing  the  kind  of  busi- 
ness which  he  understood  was  objected  to  by  the  bank  commis- 
sioners, for  the  last  three  or  four  months. 
17th,  Yes* 
18th,  No. 

19th',  That  this  bank  has  discounted  68  notes  payable  below 
within  the  90  days  ntat  preceding  the  1st  day  of  January  last. 
20th  and  21st,  No. 

22d,  That  he  does  not  recollect  any  such  instance,  although 
there  may  have  been  such  an  one;  no  officer  of  this  bank  has  ever 
participated  in  the  profits  of  the  endorsement  or  brokerage  of  such 
a  loan. 

28d,  24th  and  25th,  No. 

26th,  That  the  Yates  County  Bank  has  adopted  no  practice  by 
which  it  receives  more  than  the  legal  rate  of  interest,  unless  it 
arises  from  the  practices  above  stated. 

W.  M.  OUVER. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this 
19th  day  of  February,  1835. 

Asa  a.  Norton, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds  for  Yaies  Co. 
Yates  County  Bank, 
February  19,  1835. 
Hon.  John  Wii^kinson, 

Chairman  hank  committee. 
Dear  Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  herewith  my  answer 
as  president  of  this  institution,  in  obedience  to  ybur  communica- 
tion and  interrogatories  annexed,  of  the  27th  of  January  last. 

I  remain  yours,  truly, 

W.  M.  OLIVER,  President. 


CHEMUNG  CANAL  BANK. 

The  answer  of  William  Maxwell,  cashier  of  the  Chemung  Ca- 
nal Bank,  to  the  interrogatories  '^  addressed  to  the  presidents,  cash- 
iers, or  other  officers  of  the  several  banks  in  this  State  under  the 
safety* fond,  (except  those  in  the  city  of  New-York.)  under  the  re- 
solution upon  that  subject  adopted  by  the  Assembly,  January  27th, 
1835.'' 

To  the  1st  interrogatory,  this  deponent  answers.  That  the  said 
bank,  virhen  applied  to  for  the  discount  of  paper,  has  never,  to  the 
knowledge  of  this  deponent,  compelled  or  required  the  person  so 
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ftppljring  to  Biake  his  paper  payable  at  placet  at  wkich  said  bank 
was  in  the  habit  of  selling  drafts  at  a  premiQin;  nor  has  the  said 
bank  ever,  to  hia  knowledge,  encouraged  or  recommended  the 
making  of  notes  or  drafts  payable  at  any  such  place,  except  when 
it  was  understood  that  the  drawer  either  had,  or  expected  to  b^ve 
funds  at  said  place,  previous  to  the  maturity  of  said  paper,  to  meet 
4he  saoie. 

2d.  That  this  bank  has  never,  to  his  knowledge,  refused  to  make 
discounts,  unlets  the  paper  so  oflfered  was  payable  in  Albany  or 
Mew- York,  although  paper  payable  in  Albany  or  New-York  would 
always  have  been  preferred,  provided  there  waa  a  reasonable  pro- 
spect of  its  beinff  paid  there  at  its  maturity. 

3d,  4th  and  5th,  No. 

6th,  That  this  bank  has,  in  a  few  instances,  discount  notes, 
with  the  expectation  that  the  person  obtaining  such  discount  would 
purchase  a  draft  with  the  avails  thereof,  to  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  up  a  previously  discounted  draft  or  note  payable  in  Al- 
bany or  New- York,  and  belonging  to  this  institution,  and  which 
had  been  sent  to  the  place  of  payment  for  collection. 

7th.  That  this  bank  has,  in  a  few  instances,  sold  drafts,  to  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  notes  and  drafts  due  to  ttus  bank,  V^7^ 
ble  in  Albany  and  New- York. 

8th,  That  the  whole  amount  received  by  this  bank  for  premiums 
on  drafts,  sold  during  the  year  ending  on  the  1st  day  of  January 
last,  is  W3K88,  as  near  as  this  deponent  is  able  to  ascertain. 

9th,  That  the  proportion  of  the  premiums  received  on  drafts 
sold  by  this  bank  during  the  last  year,  which  were  to  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  debts  due  to  this  bank,  would  probably  be  about 
one-tenth  part  of  the  above  sum  of  8931.88. 

10th,  That  the  number  of  instances  in  which  this  bank  has  sold 
drafts  during  the  last  year,  to  be  used  in  paying  debts  due  to  this 
bank,  would  not,  in  his  opinion,  exceed  ten  or  fifteen. 

11th,  That  no  discount  has  ever  been  made  by  this  bank,  with  a 
view  to  the  sale  of  a  draft,  to  take  up  previouly  discounted  paper 
due  to  this  bank,  except  as  stated  in  his  answers  to  the  sixth  inter- 
rogatory. 

12th,  13th  and  i4th.  That  this  bank  has,  in  all  instances,  remit- 
ted the  paper  discounted  here,  and  payable  at  Albany  or  New- 
York,  to  such  place  for  collection,  except  in  one  instance,  where 
a  note  discounted  here  and  payable  in  Albany,  for  three  hundred 
dollars,  was  omitted  to  be  sent,  by  mistake,  and  paid  here  by  the 
drawer  at  its  maturity,  and  on  which  three  dollars  were  paid  for 
difference  in  exchange. 

13th  and  i6th.  That  this  bank,  having  never  pursued  the  busi- 
ness of  requiring  the  paper  of  its  customers  to  be  paid  in  Albany 
or  New-York,  and  of  selling  drafts  to  pay  such  paper,  has  Ji^  no 
occasion  to  desist  from  that  kind  of  business. 

17th,  That  he  has  always  entertained  and  often  expressed  the  opi- 
nion, that  it  was  improper  for  any  bank  to  require  paper  payable 
at  a  distant  place  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  such  bank  to  sell  a 
draft  to  take  up  such  paper;  and  has  always  understood  that  such 
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was  the  opinion  of  the  Bank  Comminionert  on  the  siAjects  But 
this  deponent  has  never  to  his  recollection  been  admonished  or  ad- 
rised  tnat  such  a  course  of  business  was  improper  and  should  be 
discontinued,  for  the  reason,  most  probably,  that  such  a  course  of 
business  had  never  been  pursued  by  this  institution,  such  admoni- 
tioD,  so  far  as  this  bank  was  concerned,  was  unnecessary. 

18th,  No. 

10th,  That  the  number  of  notes  and  drafts  received  and  discount* 
ed  by  this  bank,  within  ninety  days  previous  to  the  ist  day  of  Jan, 
last,  and  payable  in  Albany  or  New-York,  is  42;  and  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  said  notes  is  •28,062  .M. 

20th,  No. 

2 Ist,  That  this  bank  is  not  and  never  has  been  in  the  habit  of 
requiring  those  who  obtained  discounts  from  it,  to  make  their  pay- 
ments in  the  notes  of  banks  other  than  our  own ;  although  our 
custonners  generally  know  that  it  is  desirable  and  would  be  an  ac- 
commodation to  the  bank  if  they  should  make  such  payments  in  the 
bills  of  other  banks  in  good  credit, 

22d,  2dd,  24th  and  2&th,  No. 

26th,  That  this  bank  has  no{,  by  any  of  the  practices  alluded  to 
in  the  interrogatories  referred  to  in  these,  his  answers,  or  by  any 
other  means,  to  his  knowledge,  adopted  a  course  of  business,  with 
the  mtentioo  on  the  part  of  its  officers,  or  any  of  them,  of  receiving 
more  than  the  legal  rate  of  interest  on  paper  discounted  by  it. 

W.  MAXWELL. 

Tioga  Cawnijf^  S4. — ^I  do  hereby  certify,  that  on  this  12th  day  of 
Feb.,  1835^  William  Maxwell,  cashier  of  the  Chemung  canal  bank, 
personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  and  made  oath  that 
the  answers  siven  by  him  to  each  and  every  of  the  interrogatories 
above  alluded  too,  are  true,  according  to  his  best  knowledge,  in- 
formation and  beliefl 

S.  H.  Maxwell, 

Com.  DeedSf  Tioga  county^ 


STEUBEN  COUNTY  BANK. 

Answer  of  John  Magee,  cashier  of  the  Steuben  county  bank,  to 
the  several  interrogatories  addressed  to  him  by  the  bank  commit- 
tee of  the  Assembly,  under  date  of  the  28th  of  Jan.  1885. 

To  the  1st  interrogatory,  The  officers  of  this  bank  have  in  some 
instance^,  but  not  genoraliv,  recommended  or  required  persons  ap- 

5 lying  for  discount,  to  make  their  paper  payable  in  Albany  or  N. 
^ork,  on  which  cities  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  selling  drafts. 
This  practice  has  been  applied  only,  with  very  few  exceptions,  to 
persons  engaged  in  commercial  pursuits,  and  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, whose  means  of  payment  depended  chiefly  on  the  avails  of 
produce  and  lumber  in  transit,  or  to  be  transmitted  to  the  cities 
mentioned,  to  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  &c.,  and  who  it  was  believ- 
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ed  could  make  pnyinents  at  tbe  placet  deugnated,  with  as  little  in- 
convenience as  elsewhere. 

2d,  In  some  instances,  but  not  generally;  in  no  case  within  my 
knowledge  and  recollection,  where  the  applicant  was  a  regular 
customer  of  the  bank,  who  had  previously  sustained  his  credit  for 
pUhctuality,  by  meeting,  his  paper  according  to  agreement. 

'3d,  No  paper  has  been  discounted  within  my  knowledge,  as  I 
can  recollect,  with  a  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  that  the 
persons  applying  for  the  discount  would  not  have  funds  at  the 
place  of  payment  at  the  maturity  of  the  paper.  In  some  instances, 
it  was  but  reasonable  to  infer  that  the  applicant  would  not  be  io 
funds  at  the  place  of  payment,  unless  he  sent  ihem  to  such  place 
for  that  purpose. 

4th,  No  case  has  occurred  to  my  knowledge  and  recollection, 
where  the  officer  of  the  bank  knew  at  the  time  the  disctiunt  was 
made,  that  the  person  obtaining  it,  or  any  person  on  his  behalf, 
would  purchase  a  draft  fronn  this  bank  to  enable  him  to  pay  the 
note  so  discounted.  Cases  have  occurred  where  it  was  thought 
probal^le  such  application  would  be  made. 

5th,  Not  in  a  single  instance  within  my  knowledge  and  recol- 
lectioOk 

6th  and  7th,  We  have  in  several  instances,  beinff  informed  at 
tbe  time  of  the  application  that  the  draft  was  desired  for  such  pur- 
pose, and  believing  it  was  just  and  legal  to  do  so. 

8th,  It  appears  from  our  books  that  we  received  during  ttie  year 
next  preceding  the  Ist  day  of  January  last,  f3,336.84,  which  stands 
under  the  head  of  exchange,  and  which  embraces  our  profits  on  all 
collections  for  other  banks  and  individuals,  premiums  on  drafts 
sold,  and  occasionally  other  items  have  been  entered  under  this 
head. 

9th  and  1 0th,  I  have  no  data  by  which  I  can  answer  either  of 
these  interrogatories.  Our  books  do  not  furnish  the  means  of  as- 
certaining. 

11th,  We  have  occasionally  discounted  paper,  being  advised  by 
the  applicant  that  he  intended  to  apply  the  avails  to  the  procure- 
ment of  a  draft  to  pay  his  paper  previously  discounted  by  tnis  bank 
for  his  use  and  benefit.  We  have  in  no  case  within  my  knowledge 
and  recollection,  required  the  avails  of  any  discounted  note  to  be 
so  applied. 

12th,  We  have  generally  remitted  all  paper  discounted  by  this 
bank,  payable  at  distant  points,  to  the  place  where  such  paper  was 
payable.  In  a  few  cases  only,  have  we  neglected  or  omitted  to 
do  so. 

13th  and  14th,  In  a  few  instances  only  within  my  knowledge 
and  recollection,  probably  not 'in  a  dozen  cases,  has  premium  or 
other  charges  been  required  or  received  on  paper  payable  at  fo- 
reign points  and  not  remitted  to  the  place  of  payment,  while  on  the 
other  hand,  no  charges  beyond  the  face  ot  the  paper  has  been 
made,  required  or  received  on  notes  so  payable,  and  not  remitted. 

This  deponent  was  absent  from  the  bank  from  the  early  part  of 
June  last,  until  about  the  middle  of  August,  during  which  period  the 


prftcfice  of  taking  small  joint  and  several  notes  payable  in  Albany 
«nd  New* York,  was  adopted  by  the  late  cashiei*  of  the  bank.  Af^ 
ter  my  return,  and  near  the  time  the  fin>t  of  those  notes  were  ma* 
turing,  I  observed  a  small  bundle  in  his  desk  which  had  beeb  held 
beyond  the  osnai  time  for  remitting  foreign  bills.  Upon  calling  his 
aittention  to  the  subject,  it  was  remarked  that  the  amount  was  very 
«maH,~and  that  they  wouM  probably  not  be  paid  at  th^  places  de* 
«ignated  for  payment,  therefore  it  was  <leemed  best  not  to  incur 
the  charge  of  postage  and  protest,  that  no  inJAiry  could  arise  to  the 
<lrawer,  fcc,  at  which  time  I  expressed  doubts  as  to  the  propriety 
«nd  expediency  of  the  practice,  and  have  sometime  since,  express^ 
ly  forbidden  and  prohibited  the  continuance  of  such  practices. 

15th,  Cases  very  seldom  occurred  within  my  knowledge  and  re* 
collection  prior  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1834,  where  this  bank 
discounted  paper,  and  sold  a  draft  for  th^  payment  of  a  preWous- 
ly  discounted  note  or  draft,  which  was  payable  at  either  place 
oientioned  in  the  foregoing  interrogatories. 

16th,  But  very  little  paper  payable  at  Albany  or  New-York  has 
been  discounted  by  this  bank  since  the  first  day  of  Septeniber  lasU 

i7th,  The  Bank  Commissioners,  to  me,  and  in  my  preseneo^ 
have  spoken  of  the  practices  alluded  to,  as  improper,  and  inexpe* 
dient.  I  did  not  understand  them  as  intending  to  apply  their  re» 
marks  directly  lo  this  institution,  or  its  cheers;  but  supposed  they 
were  general,  and  intended  to  apply  directly  to  other,  and  older 
institutions.  I  was  absent  at  the  last  visit  and  examinatioil  of  Mfi 
Stebbins,  at  this  bank.  General  Eaton,  at  his  latft  visit  and  ex«<> 
tnination  with  us,  I  think  in  the  month  of  November  last,  spoke  of 
these  practices  with  apparent  feeling  and  anxiety*  I  informed 
iiim  that  we  had,  in  some  instances,  discounted  paper,  and  sold 
drafts  to  pay  notes  previously  discounted,  and  ))ointed  out  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  necessity  of  such  discounts.  He  advised 
against  the  practice,  as  inexpedient,  if  not  improper.  Since  which 
time  I  have  not,  according  to  my  recollection,  asked  or  required 
paper  to  be  made  payable  in  the  cities,  except  in  cases  where  it 
iM^as  believed  the  person  applying  would,  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
his  business,  have  funds  at  the  place  of  payment,  and  where  it  was 
designed  and  understood  that  the  paper  should  foe  paid  up  at  ma* 
turity. 

18th,  I  have  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  nor  have  I  in  the  t^ourse 
of  my  life  indulged  in  the  practices  alluded  to,  though  opportuni* 
ties  have  been  abundant 

19th,  We  discounted  at  this  insitution,  during  the  ninety  days 
next  preceding  the  first  day  of  January  last,  695  foreign  and  do« 
mestic  bills,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  #231,657.01,  of  which 
39  only,  were  payable  at  Albany,  New-^York,  Catskill,  Slc.^  the 
siggregate  amount ^of  which  is  928,917.03,  which  is  believed  to 
be  less  than  the  amount  of  legitimate  commercial  paper  usually 
discounted  during  the  same  periods 

SOih,  This  bank  has  no  agent,  or  agents,  nor  has  it  at  any  tinm 
had  such  agents  as  is  referred  to  iA  this  interrogatory. 

CAssem.  No.  itl9A  16 
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91  St,  The  offioeft  of  thi^  bank  hare  not  in  »  iingle  iutanoe^ 
within  my  knoiwledge  and  recollection,  refused  U>  receive  the 
notes  of  the  bank  on  deposilet ,  ow  in  payment  of  debl«  due  there* 
to*  The  generat  policy  and  practice  h%t  been  to  require  prompt 
payments  of  our  customers,  and  when  the  applicants  have  request* 
ed  the  privilege  of  renewing  their  notes,  they  have  been  informed 
generally,  that  their  paper  must  be  paid  at  matarity;  this  being 
done  in:  the  bills  of  other  banks,,  we  would,  if  discounting  at  the 
time,  accommodate  them  again.  This  practice  has  induced  our 
customers  to  pay  in  bills  of  other  banks  when  they  could  do  so, 
especially  when  they  desired  a  continuance  oi  the  acconmiodation. 
The  object  of  thia  policy  and  the  necessity  of  its  practice,  in  a 
community  like  ours,  must  be  apparent  to  all,  as  the  only  means 
by  which  a  fair  circulatioD  can  be  sustained. 

22d,  No  case  of  this  kind  has  occurred  to  my  knowledge. 

23d,  No  hions  of  this  kind  have  been  made  by  discounts^  or 
otherwise,  to  any  person  or  persons  whatever,  to  my  knowledge; 
on  the  other  hand,  applif^ations  have  frequently  been  made  for 
loons  for  tlie  purpose  of  brokerage,  (not  by  officers,  or  persons  in* 
terested  in  this  bank,)  which  have  been  rejected,  when  the  bank 
possessed  the  ability  and  was  discounting* 

24  th,  No  bioker,  or  other  person  has  been  employed  in  New* 
or  elsewhere  by  this  bank,  except  as  will  appear  by  copies  of  cor- 
respondence hereunto  annexed,  which  forms  the  basis  of  the  only 
contract  we  have  at  any  time  entered  into;  the  object  of  which 
wns,  to  eivtablish  a  uniform  value  to  our  bilk  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  and  protect  the  holders  thereof  from  loss,  by  reason  of  the 
panic  which  prevailed  at  the  time  in  that  city,  to  provide  for  the 
regular  disfiosition  of  our  foreign  uncurrent  paper,  and  to  raise 
funds  to  enable  the  institution  the  better  to  sustain  its  customers, 
as  will  appear  by  the  correspondence* 

25th,  This  bonk  has  not  by  any  of  its  oflicers  to  my  knowledge, 
in  any  case,  proposed  or  required  any  such  conditions  as  those  ex- 
pressed in  the  25th  interrogatory. 

26th,  The  officers  of  this  bank  have  not  at  any  time,  by  any 
means  or  practices  whatever,  adopted  or  pursued  a  course  of  busi- 
ness with  an  intention  on  my  part,  or  on  the  part  of  any  officer  of 
the  institution,  within  my  knowledge  or  belief,  to  exact  or  receive 
more  than  legal  rates  of  interest  upon  discounted  paper  or  other- 
wise, except  the  instances  referrea  to  in  my  answer  to  the  13ih 
and  14th  interrogatories,  may  be  construed  into  such  intention  on 
the  part  of  the  late  cashier;  individually,  I  have  at  all  times  de- 
signed and  intended  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  an  officer  of 
this  bank,  to  keep  within  the  letter,  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  char- 
ter, and  of  the  statutes  regulating  banking  institutions.  I  under- 
stood, at  or  about  the  time  of  the  copnmencement  of  my  official  re- 
lations with  this  bank,  from  general  report  and  otherwise,  that  the 
banks  generally  had  long  been  in  the  habit  of  discounting  bills  pay- 
able at  Albany  and  New- York,  and  of  discounting  and  selling  drafts 
to  pay  such  paper  when  circumstances  required  it,  and  I  was  iiH 
formed  from  a  highly  respectable  sourcCi  that  this  practice  had 
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been  the  subject  of  legal  investigatien,  and  was  f anctioned  by  the 
mdirice  of  gentlemen  pre-eminent  in  their  profession.  I  have  been 
aware  that  this  practice  was  liable  to  abase,  and  I  have  intended 
at  aW  times  to  avoid  the  exercise  of  it  beyond  yrhat  was  equitable 
and  just,  considering  the  delinquency  of  the  individual  and  the  in- 
jurious e&cts  <]f -such  delinquencies  upon  the  institution,  never  in* 
tending  to  require  from  any  one  more  than  wodd  be  equivalent  to 
prompt  business  paper  at  our  counter.  At  the  x^ommencement  of 
Ihe  general  pressure  and  panic,  say  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1834,  our  tliscount  line  Stood  at  #342,695  09.  The  aggregate 
amount  of  discounted  bills  maturing  that  month  was  9112,057.08, 
the  principal  part  of  which  was  to  have  been  paid  at  maturity;  if 
oar  customers  had  compKed  with  their  contracts  promptly,  from 
Irhe  firsft  to  the -last  days  of  that  month,  this  institution  would  have 
been  beyond  the  reach  of  pressure.  So  far  from  a  punctual  com- 
pliance on  the  part  of  the  customers,  scarcely  an  individual  did  or 
eouid  meet  his  paper,  while  we  were  obliged  in  many  mstances  to 
Make  farther  discounts  to  sustain  individual  commercial  and  lum- 
bering establishments.  The  consequence  of  which  was  to  subject 
the  institution  to  heavy  exactions  in  the  way  of  brokerage  upon  its 
remittances  of  undurrent  paper,  which  we  were  in  the  daily  habit 
of  receiving  at  par*  I  have  not  now  the  means  of  ascertaining  the 
«xact  amount  oi  brokerage  iiaid-by  the  institution  during  the  period 
of  extreme  pressure.  1  feel  quhe  t^mfident  however,  that  it  equal- 
led, if  it  did  not  exceed  the  whole  amount  of  premiums  received  by 
the  institution  on  the  sate  of  drafts,  to  take  up  paper  discounted  by 
ft  at  foreign  ceiamercial  places  during  the  same  period. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  MAGEE,  Cashier. 

Steubcn  Couwty  Bank,  ) 

24/A  February^  1635.      ) 

Steuben  Conniy^  ss. — On  this  25th  day  of  February,  1886,  per* 
sonatly  appeared  before  me,  George  C  Edwards,  a  conunissioncr, 
Aj^  John  Magee,  cashier  of  the  Steuben  County  Bank,  who  being 
<luly  sworn,  deposelh  and  saitk,  that  the  annexed  answers  to  sun* 
4ry  interrogatories,  put  to  him  by  the  committee  on  banks,  &c.,  of 
the  AssemUy,  are  correct  and  true  Co  the  best  of  his  knowlegde  and 
beliefl 

JOHN  MAGEE,  CasMer. 
Geo.  C.  Edwards, 

Supreme  Court  Commusianer. 
JV5k  1. — (Copy.) 

LbaTHRR  MAIfVFACTUaBRS*  Bank.  I 

J^ew-York,  March  8,  1835.        ) 
John  Maoeb,  Esq. 

Dear  sir-**I  offer  the  following  as  an  arrangement  between  this 
bank  and  the  Steuben  County  bank,  should  the  latter  see  fit  to 
embrace  it: 
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We  will  collect  oa  Neii^York  and  Barookljn,  at  par;  an 
phiau  the  principal  toiypt  in  New-Jersey,  at  3  days;  on  Ba^lunore,, 
at  5  days;  on  Boston  and  Providencer  and  the  pilneipal  towns  ia 
Connecticut,  at  Id  days;  on  other  places,  soatby^'east  and  west,  at 
sueh  rates  as  we  may  have  to  pay  for  collecting  the  same. 

We  will  redeem  of  yooi  aaeot  or  broker  in  this  city,  your  bills^ 
coiuit  them,  seal  them  up,  cmgrge  your  account  ofica  a  week,  of 
oftener  if  desired,  inforn^ing  the  president  of  the  Steuben  County 
Bank,  by  mail,  of  every  such  redemption,  or  hold  the  aaBM  ia  our 
yault,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Steuben  Coanty  Bank* 

We  will  receive  all  packageai  directed  to  the  cashier  of  the 
tieather  Jdanufacturera'  Bank,  containing  current  or  uncurreal 
moD^y,  a^d  deliver,  dispose,  or  sell  the  same,  as  directed. 

Tbet  Steuben  County  Bank  are  to  keep  a  balance  in  this  bank* 
s.ufficient  to  cover  the  redei^ptioo  of  their  notes  presented  by  their 
agentv 

The  rates  of  collection  an  foreiga  places,  to  remaia.as  above 
mentioned,  unless  future  circumstances  make  it  necessary  to  atter 
^e  san»e,  when  due  notice  will  be  given. 

This  bank  to  pay  an  interest  at  the  rate  of  4}  per  cent  per  an- 
num, for  balance  due  on  special  account,  should  the  Steubea  Coot^ 
ty  Bank  see  fit  to  open  such  account«r 

This  bank  to  send  you^  from  time  to  time,  such  westera  collec* 
tioijis  as  you  may  dei^ire,  at  the  same  rates  as  charged  by  the  Al- 
bany hanks* 

We  arc  to  discount  for  you«  on  the  1st  day  of  April  next,  tlO,- 
000,  and  on  the  l&th  of  the  same  month,  $10,000,  and  oa  the  Isa 
day  of  May  next,  $10,000,  to  be  appropriated  for  the  redemptiojs 
of  your  bilis  only. 

This  account  to  be  closed  by  either  party,  by  giving  60  daya 
BOticcr  Respectfully  vours, 

F.  W-  EDMONDS,  Caskier. 

JVb.  3. — (Copy.) 

Lbathkb  MiiMUFikOTaRsas'  BaifE,  > 
JUarek  7,  1834.  ( 

S^mn  Maobb,  Bsq. 

-Dear  sir — ^Ihave  received  your  favor  of  Sth  inst.  in  which  yon 
accede  to  my  proposition  relative  to  au  acouot  with  us,  and  I 
therelore  consider  it  closed. 

Respectfully  yours, 

F.  W.  EDMONDS,  Ckuhier. 

Ai/BAifY,  March  5,  1834. 
F«  W.  Edmonds,  £sq.  Cashier^ 

Pear  sifT^I  have  conatdaced  the  proposition  of  the  Leather 
MwMfaOitUirQra'^  Bank,  n^de  through  you,  (and  addressed  to  me 
under  date  of  the  3d  inst.,)  to  keep  an  account  with  the  Steubeis 
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County  Bank.  Feeling  onyself  duly  authorised,  by  instructioni 
from  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Steuben  County  Bank,  to  ne« 
gotiate  and  close  an  arrangement,  in  my  judgment  beneficial  to 
the  interest  of  that  institution,  I  have  determined  to  accept  the 
terms  proposed  by  you,  and  hand  you  herewith,  a  draft  of  Thos. 
W.  Olcott,  cashier,  on  the  Merchants'  Bank,  New-York,  for  $10- 
000,  at  sicht,  for  our  credit  on  particular  account,  which  please 
acknowledge,  &c. 

I  have  in  progress,  a  negociation  with  Morgan,  Ketchum  &  Co. 
of  your  city,  for  the  sale  of  our  uncurrent  funds,  and  the  collection 
of  the  notes  of  the  Steuben  County  Bank,  falling  into  the  city  of 
New- York.  Should  an  arrangement  be  completed,  of  which  you 
will  be  duly  advised,  it  is  expected  you  will  redeem  from  them,  all 
packages  of  our  notes  a&  they  may  be  presented,  at  such  pieriods 
and  upon  such  terms,  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  yourself 
and  those  gentlemen,  and  debit  an  account  with  the  amount  at  par 
value,  upon  such  allowance  of  time  as  shall  be  equitable  and  ]U3t. 

Respectfully  yours, 

JOHN   WAGER,  President. 

M>*  4. — (Copy.) 

New-York,  March  4,  1884. 

John  Maobb,  Esq. 

Dear  sir — In  pursuance  of  your  request,  we  have  now  to  offer 
you  our  terms  for  keeping  an  account  witbyour  bank^  and  which 
are  as  follows,  vi& 

We  will  receive  all  the  bills  of  the  New  England  banks,  all  oik 
the  North  River,  all  in  New-Jersey,   all  in  Pennsylvania  and 
Baltimore  which  are  good,  that  you  may  wish  to  send  us,  giving 
you  credit  for  the  same  in  a  current  account,  and  allowing  interest 
thereon  after  22  days,  at  the  rate  of  b  per  cent  per  annum,  or  we 
will  credit  them  at  once  at  a  discount  of  i  per  cent    We  will  take 
up  your  bills  in  this  city,  as  far  as  practicable,  and  seal  and 
charge  them  over  in  the  current  account  at  I  per  cent  discount  aa 
often  as  a  sufficient  amount  ia  received,  or,  if  more  agreeable,  we 
will  seal  your  bills  and  hand  them  over  to  the  Leather  Manufac- 
turers* Bank  for  redemption,  aa  often  as  a  sufficient  amount  is  re- 
ceived, deducting  i  per  cent,  and  will  receive  from  them  the  un-* 
current  money  above  named  at  I  per  cent,  at  any  time  they  may 
desire  to  deliver  it  to  us.     In  addition  to  the  above  propositions  re- 
garding the  discount  on  your  bills,  we  have  to  propose  that  we 
will  divide  equally  all  the  discounts  we  may  receive  on  your  bills* 
lo  the  event  of  your  opening  an  account  with  us,  we  will,  if  you 
desire  it,  deliver  the  packages  of  yours,  as  soon  as  sealed,  to  the 
Leather  Manufacturers'  Bank  for  safe  keeping. 

We  should  be  pleased  to  receive  from  you  an  early  reply  to  the 
above  propositions^ 

Your  obedient  servants, 

MORGAN,  KETCHUM  &  Co. 
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Mh.  5. — (Copy.) 

Albany^  March  5,  1836. 
Messrs^  Morgan,  Ketchvm  &  Co. 

Gent. — I  have  received  your  proposition,  addressed  to  me  under 
date  of  4th  inst  in  reference  to  opening  an  accoQn|  with  the  Steu« 
ben  County  Bank,  and  have,  upon  full  consideration,  determined 
that  I  cannot  embrace  the  terms  proposed.  The  Steuben  County 
Bank  is  prohibited,  by  the  terms  of  its  charter,  from  purchasing 
its  own  notes  less  than  par  value,  which  presents  an  insurmounta- 
ble barrier  to  the  acceptance  of  your  proposition.  Presuiiiing  we 
can  place  the  matter  upon  a  footing  offering  mutual  benefits  to  the 
parties,  out  of  which,  perhaps,  may  grow  relations  more  perma- 
nent and  beneficial  hereafter,  I  proceed  to  submit  a  proposition  in- 
tending to  embrace  your  views,  as  verbally  expressed  to  me. 

1.  The  Steuben  County  Bank  will  send  you,  through  her  cor- 
respondent, the  Leather  Manufacturers'  Bank  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  as  often  as  circumstances  and  opportunity  permits,  all  the 
bills  received  by  her  on  the  banks  in  New-England,  all  on  New- 
Jersey,  all  on  Pennsylvania  and  Baltimore  which  are  considered 
solvent,  you  giving  credit  for  the  same  at  par  in  a  current  account, 
and  allowing  interest  thereon,  after  the  expiration  of  32  days,  at 
the  rate  ot  5  per  cent  per  annum,  or  credit  them  at  once  at  a  dis- 
count of  i  per  cent,  and  allowing  interest  as  above,  as  the  Steu- 
ben County  Bank  may  from  time  to  time  direct. 

2.  You  shall  at  once  fix  an  established  character  to  the  bills  of 
the  Steuben  County  Bank,  and  take  them  up  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  not  exceeding  one  per  cent  discount,  and  deliver  them  to  the 
Leather  Manufacturers'  Bank  at  such  periods  and  upon  such  terms 
as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  you  and  the  cashier  of  that  bank, 
who  will  pay  on  the  delivery  of  each  package  of  bills,  from  whom 
we  will  redeem  at  par  at  stipulated  periods. 

3.  The  Steuben  County  Bank  will  notify  you  by  mail  of  each 
package  sent  to  her  corresponding  bank,  for  your  use,  you  to  re- 
ceive the  same  at  the  Leather  Manufacturers'  Bank,  and  become 
accountable  to  us  upon  delivery  to  your  messenger,  and  acknow- 
ledge the  same  by  mail  on  the  day  which  such  package  shall  be  re- 
ceived by  you. 

4.  You  to  recognize  and  honor  the  drafts  of  the  Leather  Manu- 
facturers' Bank,  at  all  times  when  you  may  hold  a  balance  in  fa- 
vor of  the  Steuben  County  Bank,  who  will  draw  upon  you  only 
when  the  character  of  the  account  of  the  bank  shall  require  it. 

5.  Yoii  to  notify  the  Steuben  County  Bank  of  any  unfavorable 
changes  in  the  character  and  value  of  the  notes  of  either  of  the 
banks  embraced  in  the  first  article,  from  the  receipt  of  which  no- 
tice, the  Steuben  County  Bank  will  cease  to  receive  the  notes  spe- 
cified in  your  notice,  you  to  take  all  which  may  be  on  hand  at  the 
receipt  of  your  notice,  unless  payments  shall  have  been  suspended 
by  the  bank  or  banks  mentioned  by  you;  in  such  cases,  the  loss  to 
fall  on  the  Steuben  County  Bank. 

6.  The  account  to  be  varied,  modified  or  closed,  as  future  cir<- 
cutnstances  may,  in  the  judgment  of  either  party,  require,  upon 
30  days'  notice  being  given. 


7.  It  must  be  ondentood,  that  you  will  take  immediate  and  effi' 
cient  measures  to  prevent  the  bills  of  the  Steuben  County  Bank 

Soing  to  Albany  for  redemption,  and  that  in  all  cases  where  you 
ave  occasion  to  use  country  money,  you  will  pay  out  and  give 
preference  to  the  bills  of  the  Steuben  County  Bank. 

The  5th  article  has  been  inserted  with  a  view  of  avoiding  con- 
fusion, which  micht  otherwise^  and  probably  would,  grow  out  of 
two  accounts.  Ii  the  above  propositions  shall  be  accepted,  you 
will  not  have  occasion  to  debit  our  account,  except  on  the  drafts 
of  the  cashier  of  the  Leather  Manufacturers'  Bank,  who  will  draw 
only  when  it  shall  be  necessary  to  kee{5  our  account  good  with  him. 
The  Mechanics'  &  Farmers'  and  State  Bank  have  agreed  to  re- 
fuse our  bills  from  New- York  brokers,  if  this  arrangenlent  is  car- 
ried into  effect.  Mr.  Bartow  is  now  absent.  I  will  see  him  be- 
fore Heave,  and  it  is  believed  he  will  do  the  same.  This  would 
throw  all  our  bills  falling  into  New-York  into  your  hands;  there- 
fore if  you  pay  them  out  in  all  cases,  as  you  suggested,  it  would 
result  in  leaving  a  respectable  balance  in  your  hands. 

Respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  WAGER,  Preit. 

JVo.  6. — {Copy.) 

-    JVeiD-ForJfc,  March  7,  1885.   7 
John  WagbBi  Esq.  . 

Dear  Sir — ^Your  favor  of  the  5th  inst.,  containing  the  terms  and 
stipulations  upon  which  you  propose  on  behalf  of  the  'Steuben 
County  Bank,  to  open  an  account  with  us  for  the  disposition  of 
such  money  as  you  may  find  it  convenient  to  place  in  our  hands 
for  the  redemption  of  your  bills  in  this  city,  has  been  received  and 
examined  by  us;  and  in  reply,  we  have  to  remark,  that  the  terms 
are  such  as  we  have  concluded  to  accede  to;  and  in  compliance 
with  those  terms,  we  shall  proceed  to  receive  and  make  all  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements  with  the  other  brokers  in  the  city,  for  the 
general  redemption  of  all  your  bills  that  shall  reach  this  place. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

MORGAN,  KETCHUM  &  Co. 


WAYNE  COUNTY  BANK. 

*  Wayne  County  Bank, 

February  4,  1835. 

The  answers  of  Joseph  S.  Fenton,  cashier  of  the  Wayne  Coun- 
ty Bank,  to  the  several  interrogatories  received  from  the  Honora- 
ble John  Wilkinson,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  incorpora- 
tion and  alteration  of  the  charters  of  banking  and  insurance  com- 
panies, adopted  27th  of  January,  1835.  by  the  Assembly,  under  a 
^  resolution  of  the  House,  accompanying  the  said  interrogatories, 
under  the  oath  of  the  said  Joseph  S.  Fenton,  duly  certified,  to  wit: 
To  interrogatory  1st,  my  answer  is,  That  the  bank,  in  some 
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cafies,  has  required,  and  in  others,  encouraged  or  recomtnended 
persons  applying  for  discouuts.  to  make  their  paper  payable  in  AI- 
Dany  or  Ne*w-York,  bnt  without  confining  them  to  a  particular 
bank  in  either  place. 

2d,  I  have  no  recollection  of  this  bank  having  so  done  in  any  in- 
stance. 

8d,  I  am  unable  to  specify  particular  cases,  but  from  general  re- 
collection, I  presume,  cases  have  occurred  where,  from  our  know- 
ledge of  the  business  habits  of  the  customers,  we  had  reason  to 
believe  that  he  would  not  have  funds  to  meet  his  paper,  when  due, 
at  the  place  of  payment. 

4th,  The  bank  has  discounted  paper  payable  as  named  in  the  in- 
terrogatory, and  we  undoubtedly  have  been  apprised,  at  the  time 
of  discount,  that  the  person  or  persons  obtaining  the  discount  or 
discounts  might  wish  to  buy  a  draft  of  us,  with  which  to  meet  the 
paper  at  maturity;  but  in  no  case  had  there  been  any  stipulation  for 
Buch  purpose. 

.5th,  No. 

6th,  Yes;  but  in  casct;  only  when  the  note  or  draft  to  be  met 
was  payable  below,  and  hod  been  sent  to  the  place  of  payment 

7th,  Yes. 

8th,  •2,514.09. 

9th,  As  near  as  we  can  ascertain,  about  20  per  cent. 

10th,  31,  as  near  as  I  can  now  ascertain. 

11th,  It  has;  but  in  no  case  has  it  been  done  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  us  to  sell  drafts  at  a  premium;  in  other  words,  it  has  not 
been  the  motive  with  us  for  the  original  discount,  and  we  connect 
this  answer  with  our  answer  to  interrogatory  No.  4,  and  to  be  con- 
sidered together. 

12th,  It  has  in  all  cases  but  two,  which  were  omitted  by  mbtsOiLe, 
being  overlooked  by  the  book-keeper. 

13th  and  14th,  No. 

15th,  In  connection  with  the  answer  to  interrogatory  No.  1,  and 
in  addition  thereto,  that  we  have  never  pursued  the  practice  re- 
ferred to  in  this  interrogatory,  as  a  business;  but  occasionally,  du- 
ring three  or  four  years,  in  few  instances,  we  have  required  our 
customers  to  make  their  paper  payable  in  Albany  or  New- York,  du- 
ring which  time  we  have  sold  drafts  at  a  premium,  to  meet  a  por- 
tion of  such  paper.  We  further  answer,  that  most  of  our  paper  paya- 
ble at  Albany  or  New- York,  has  been  so  made  by  our  customers, 
without  previous  intimation  from  us  that  we  wished  it  so  made, 
and  at  maturity,  such  paper  has  been  promptly  met  by  them,  with- 
out the  sale  of  drafts  by  us  for  that  purpose. 

16th,  Referring  to  my  answer  to  the  last  interrogatory,  as  quali- 
fying my  answer  to  this,  that  the  practice  thus  spoken  of  has  en- 
tirely ceffised  since  December  last. 

17th,  i  have  been  advised  that  auch  business  as  is  referred  to  in 
this  interrogatory,  was  improper,  and  should  be  discontinued 

18th,  I  have  not. 

19th,  Fifty-six. 

20th,  It  has  no  sueh  agencies  aa  «re  oontempiated  by  this  inter- 
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rogatory*  But  in  tho  year  1882  it  had  an  agent  living  at  a  dfit tanee » 
upon  whom  it  relied  to  recommend  paper  for  discount,  and  to  whom 
we  gtLTB  liberty  to  receive  soch  compensation  as  the  castomers  • 
were  pleased  to  ifaake  him  for  his  trouble  and  expense  in  forward- 
iog  their  exchanges  to  the  bank;  but  we  are  not  advised  that  such 
agent  received  the  slightest  remuneration  in  any  case  whatever. 

21  St,  It  is  not  our  practice  to  require  payments,  hy  oar  custo- 
mers, of  their  notes,  in  bills  of  other  banks,  but  in  cases  of  renew- 
al of  paper  we  have  required  exchange  to  be  made,  and  with  a 
view  to  oar  circulation. 

33d,  As  to  so  much  of  the  interrogatory  as  refers  to  discounts,  ^ 
subsequently,  of  paper  previously  retused,  we  presume  such  cases 
have  happened,  although  none  can  now  be  called  to  mind.  As  to 
the  residue  of  the  interrogatory,  except  the  following,  ^'or  any 
other  paper  presented  at  your  bank  for  discount,''  we  know  of  no 
case,  and  believe  none  has  existed;  and  in  answer  to  so  much  of 
the  interrogatory  as  is  embraced  in  the  above  exception,  there 
have  been  some  few  instances  of  the  discount  of  small  notes,  on 
which  it  is  believed  that  an  office'r  of  the  bank  has  been  paid  for 
his  endorsement  or  brokerage  of  the  paper. 

28d,  No  such  loans  has  ever  been  made  by  this  institution. 

34th,  No. 

35th,  No  business  has  been  done  by  this  bank,  contemplated  by 
this  interrogatory. 

36ih,  That  this  institution  has  neve)r  adopted  a  course  of  busi- 
ness, or  pursued  the  practices  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  inter- 
rogatories, or  any  other,  with  tho  intent  to  obtain  or  receive  on  dis- 
eoonted  paper,  more  than  the  legal  rate  of  interest. 

JOSEPH  S.  FENTON. 
Statb  of  Nbw-Yohk,  ) 

County  of  Wayne.      >    * 

Joseph  S.  Fenton,  being  duly  sworn,  doth 
depose  and  say,  .that  he  is  cashier  of  the  Wayne  County  Bank,  at 
Palmyra,  and  that  the  foregoing  answers  to  the  said  several  and 
respective  interrogatories  are  true,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge, 
iaibrraation  and  belie£  and  further  saith  not. 

J.  S.  FENTON. 

Sabacribed  and  sworn  before  me,  this  } 
ftth  day  of  February,  1885.  ) 

Fhkdbrick  Smith,* 

Supreme  Court  Commiuionet* 


ONTARIO  BANK. 

The  answers  of  Henry  B.  Gibson,  cashier  of  the  Ontario  Bank^ 
to  the  several  interrogatories  propounded  to  him  by  "  the  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New- York,  on  the 
incorporation  and  alteration  of  the  charters  of  bankiuff  and  insu- 
rance companies"  under  the  resolution  adopted  upon  that  subject 
Irf  the  Assembly,  January  37,  1885. 

[AMem.  No.  339.]  17 


Iflf 

T^  ska  l9i  iDfenn^r^tery*  This  baok  hm  m  mwie  ttstaDcos, 
«auraged  those  applying  for  di«eaii»U  to  malie  their  fftper  pAjabfo 
in  Mew-York  or  Albany^  by  offering  to  dMCount  wck  paper  oq 
Joi^r  time  than  me  diaooant  paper  payable  at  ^ng  own  cauoter. 
On  tKoae  cities  we  sell  drafts  at  a  preniaoi. 

3d,  YeSf  in  some  instances,  this  bank  has  so  refused  tomahedia- 
counts,  «nleas  the  paper  ofiered,  was  macie  payable  at  Piew-York 
or  Albany. 

8d,  This  bank  has  discoantod  paper  payable  in  New* York  or 
Albany,  having  reason  to  believe,  that  the  peraon  properly  liafate 
for  the  payment  of  such  paper  would  bave  to  remit  funds  to  meet 
iu  payment  when  at  maturiiy* 

4th,  This  bank  has  discrniuted  paper  payable  at  Albany  or  New- 
York,  having  some  reason  to  believe,  that  the  person  obtaimug  the 
discount  would  previously  to,  or  at  the  matority  of  sock  paper, 
purchase  of  this  bank  a  draft  to  be  used  in  its  paynseDt;  but  we 
did  not  know  that  he  would  so  purchase  a  draft,  as  ho  was  under 
<iio  obligation  or  agreement  to  do  so. 

5th,  No;  this  fawnk  has  never  discounted  such  paper  under  any 
such  agreement  or  understanding. 

6th,  Yes;  we  have  bad  gentlraien  preseat  notes  aad  drafts  to  us 
for  discount,  and  remark  at  the  time,  that  they  wished  to  purchase 
of  us  a  draft  on  the  eity,  payable  at  sight,  for  the  purpose  of  re* 
mitting  funds  to  pay  a  note  previously  tlisconnted  by  this  bank. 

7th,  Yes;  we  have  sold  drafts  which  we  had  reasco  to  beUeve, 
would  be  used  for  such  purpose. 

eth.  The  amount  is  95,614. 67. 

0th,  We  do  not  know  the  proportion,  and  have  no  msans  cf  as* 
certaining  it,  as  our  merchants  and  large  dealers  in  flour,  wheat, 
ashes,  pork,  &c.,  and  men  engaged  in  the  forwardii^  basiaess,  give 
us  a  great  amount  of  paper  in  drafts  and  notes  payable  ia  Albany 
and  New-York,  and  purchase  in  the  course  of  the  year  a  large  a- 
mouut  in  our  drafts  at  sight,  on  banks  in  those  cities,  without  ad* 
tising  us  of  the  object  for  which  they  were  purchased. 

lOih,  We  do  not  know,  and  have  no  means  of  ascertaiBing,  for 
the  reason  that  we  sell  drafts  to  our  customers  and  others,  who  in 
many  instances,  do  not  inform  us  of  the  use  to  which  they  are  to 
be  appropriated. 

1 1  tn.  Applications  have  been  made  to  this  bank  for  the  discount 
of  notes  and  drafts,  and  the  person  offering  them  has  at  the  time 
stated^  that  he  wished  to  purchase  'k  draft  to  remit  to  New- York 
or  Albany,  to  pay  discounted  paper. 

i2th,  This  bank  has  omitted  to  remit,  comparatively,  a  very 
small  amount  of  discounted  paper  to  the  place  of  payment;  we 
were,  however,  under  no  obligation  or  agn^ement,  to  retain  such 
pikper  in  thi«  bank. 

iSth,  In  some  instances,  we  have  received  our  usual  rate  of  ex- 
change, and  in  others,  we  have  received  only  the  face  of  the  note. 

14th,  This  bank  has  not,  in  any  case,  where  the  paper  discount- 
ad  has  not  been  sent  to  the  place  of  payment,  reqniied  or  received^ 
the  payment  of  any  charges  for  proteat,  postage  or  other  disburse- 
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inentSy  as  cotmeeted  with,  or  accramg  upon,  tuch  ditcounteA  pa- 
per. 

15th,  Thk  bsnk  has  for  a  long  series  of  years,  required  some  of 
its  CQstoraers,  who  have  obtained  from  it  large  sums  of  money  for 
the  purchase  of  produce,  ftc,  to  draw  their  drafts  and  notes,  pay- 
able in  New^York  or  Albany,  being  the  plaees  to  which  tfaey  in- 
tended to  send  such  produce  for  sale;  and  have  ocoastonaily  during 
the  same  time,  sold  to  such  customers  and  others,'  whose  paper  it 
had  discounted,  payable  in  those  cities,  drafts  at  siglU,  eo  the  city 
banks  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  a  small  portion  of  said  papers. 
1 6th,  Since  the  receipt  of  the  last  annual  message  of  the  Govmraot 
of  the  State  this  Bank  has  not  required  any  of  its  cuatoniefs  to  make 
their  paper  payable  in  N.  York  or  Albany,  and  has  in  many  instances 
declinea  dieoounting  for  them  such  paper  when  offered;  but  has  ac- 
commodated them  with  the  amount  of  money  they  desired,  by  dis- 
counting their  notes  payable  at  isa  own  counter.  We  have  adopt- 
ed this  course  not  that  we  think  we  have  done  any  thing  illegal  or 
that  is  morally  wrong,  but  out  of  respect  to  the  Governor's  opin- 
ion, and  to  come  partially  to  a  stand  as  to  the  discounting  city  pa- 
C)r  until  we  receive  the  advice  or  direction  of  the  Legislature,  re- 
ti ve  to  the  future  discount  operations  of  the  Safety  Fund  banks. 
i7th^  We  have  been  so  aamonished  by  the  Bank  Commission^ 
crs;  but  we  deny  having  required  paper  offered  to  us  for  discount 
to  be  made  payable  at  a  distant  place,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
the  Bank  to  sell  a  draft  to  take  up  such  paper*  The  law  officers 
of  this  bank  are  fully  acquainted  with  our  discount  operations  and 
our  selling  of  drafts,  and  have  been  frequently  consulted  ou 
the  subject  of  our  discounted  paper,  remitted  to  the  cities  for  col- 
lection, and  have  always  assured  us  that  they  could  see  nothing  il- 
legal in  the  transaction. 

18th,  I  have  never  used  the  funds  of  this  bank,  or  procured 
money  from  it  for  my  private  benefit  in  purchasing  paper  at  a  dis- 
count. 

19th,  The  number  of  notes  and  drafts  this  bank  has  discounted 
within  ainety  days  next  preceding  the  1st  of  January,  1835,  paya- 
ble at  Aibauy  or  New-Yofk,  is  two  hundred  and  nineteen,  of  which 
not  to  exceed  thirty  were  required  by  the  bank  to  bo  made  paya^ 
bio  at  those  places.  During  the  panic  and  pressure  in  thovmoney 
market  last  wiuter,  we  deemed  it  advisable  to  require  some  of  our 
customers  to  make  their  paper  payable  in  Albany  or  New- York,  at 
from  three  to  four  mcmths  from  date;  persons  in  the  country  have 
in  consequence  acquired  a  habit  of  sending  to  us  for  disc »unt  their 
notca  payable  in  those  cities  at  four  months  from  date,  without 
CHir  requiring  them  to  make  their  paper  payable  at  those  places* 

20th,  No,  this  bank  has  no  agent  for  auy  of  the  purposes  men- 
tioDcd  \n  this  interrogatory,  nor  has  it  ever  appointed  an  agent 
with  any  such  understanding. 

21st,  No,  this  bank  is  not  in  the  practice,  direody  or  indirectly, 
of  requiring  those  who  obtain  discounts  from  it  to  make  payment 
in  notes  of  banka  other  than  its  own. 

33d,  33d  and  Mth,  No,  not  in  a  single  inslanoe* 


Mth,  Noy  not  a  tingle  transaction  of  the  kind  has  been  made  by 
or  with  this  bank. 

26th»  NO)  this  bank  bai  not  adopted  a  course  of  business  with  m 
Tiew  of  receiving  more  than  the  legal  rate  on  paper  discounted 
by  it 

Ontario  Omni^^  M«-«-The  above  named  Henry  B.  GUbson,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  the  foregoing  several  answers, 
to  the  interrogatories  above  referred  to,  are  tme  according  to  the 
best  of  this  deponent's  knowledge  and  belief. 

H.  B.  GIBSON,  Cashier^ 
Bwom  this  3d  day  of  February,  > 
1U5»  before  me.  \ 

Olitsb  Phblps, 

Judge  of  Oniari0  Cbimiy*. 


UTICA  BRANCH  BANK. 

Bank  of  Utica,      > 
February  Itk,  1835.  \ 
fSir — ^I  annex  my  answers  (as  a  Tate  officer  of  the  Utica  Branch 
Bank  at  Canaodaigua,)  to  the  several  interrogatories  proposed  by 
the  committee  on  the  incorporation  and  alteration  of  the  charters 
of  banking  and  insurance  companies. 

I  have  numbered  the  answers  to  correspond  with  the  numbers  of 
the  mterrogatories* 

I  have  the  honor  to  b^ 

Very  respectfutfy, 

Vour  most  ob'^t  servant, 

W.  B.  WELLES. 
Late  Cashier  of  the  Utica  Branch 
Bank  at  Canandaigna. 
To  JoBK  WiLXiif  80N^  Esq.  Chairman^  ^. 

Utica  Branch  Bakk. 
Answer  to  1st  interro^tor^,  The  Utica  Branch  Bank  lias  **en* 
eouraged"  persons  applying  for  disco«nts,  to  make  paper  payable 
in  Albany,  Troy,  New*York  and  Boston,  particularly  wncn  the 
money  borrowed  was  intended  to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  coun- 
try produce,  to  be  sent  to  the  CAStem  cities  for  sale.  The  reason 
for  so  doing  has  been,  that  it  was  deeirabie  to  aceumulale  funds  io 
Albany  or  New-York,  upon  which  the  bank  could  draw  in  redemp- 
tion of  its  notes,  when  returned  for  that  purpose.  Of  funds  so  ac- 
cumulated, a  large  proportion  I  should  estimate,  at  least  90  per 
coot,  has  been  drawn  for  in  favor  of  the  holders  of  the  notes  of  the 
bank,  without  charge  for  premium  or  difference  of  exchange.  The 
holders  of  the  notes  of  the  bank,  constantly  preferring  such  drafts 
to  speckle  payments.  It  has  not  been  customary  to  require  fanners 
or  ordinary  borrowers,  other  than  produce  purchasers^  to  make 
their  paper  thus  payable  in  the  eastern  cities,  or  at  any  other  place 
than  the  counter  ^of  the  bank. 
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Sd,  At  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  the  bank  has  usually  had 
more  paper  offered  to  it  for  discount,  than  ii  could  safely  tnke;  in 
such  cases  it  has  been  customary  to  give  a  preference  to  the  pa- 
.per  of  such  of  the  millers,  distillers,  drovers  and  others,  as  could 
make  it  payable  in  the  eastern  cities,  and  meet  it- there  from  the 
avails  of  their  property  sold,  without  inconvenience. 

Sd,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  discounts  by  this  bank  of  the  charac-  ' 
ter  specified  in  interrogatory  No,  8. 

4th,  I  have  no  recollectiop  of  any  transaction  of  the  character 
specified  in  interrogatory  No«  4* 

6th,  I  have  no  recollection  of  such  conditions  as  are  specified  in 
interrogatory  No.  5,  having  been  made  by  the  bank. 

6th,  This  bank  hait  sometimes  discounted  drafts  of  the  millers 
and  other  purchasers  of  country  produce,  on  commission  houses  in 
the  cities,  and  has  sold  drafts  which  it  may  have  believed  would  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  notes  previously  discounted  by  the  bank, 
but  without  any  certain  evidence  of  the  fact.  Whenever  this  has 
been  done,  it  has  been  at  the  special  instance  and  request  of  the 
person  applying,  and  not  upon  the  suggestion  of  the  bank  itself. 
The  practice  has  been  adopted  in  such  cases  to  pay  the  money  in 
notes  of  this  bank,  to  the  person  applying  tor  the  discoufit,  leaving 
it  at  his  option,  sXo  remit  to  the  cities,*— to  require  specie  from  the 
bank  for  the  notes  paid  him — or  with  them  to  purchase  drafts  from 
this  or  any  other  bank  or  individual,  as  he  may  elect,  no  condition 
being  imposed  upon  him  by  the  bank. 

7th>  It  has  been  customary  to  sell  drafts  on  Albany  and  New- 
York,  at  the  established  rates  of  exchange,  to  any  person  apply- 
ing for  the  same,  and  ofiering  the  money  in  payment,  without  in- 
quiring as  to  the  destination  of  the  drafts  thus  sold.  If  such  drafts 
have  been  used  to  pay  paper  previously  discounted  by  the  bank, 
the  only  evidence  of  itie  fact  exists  in  the  circumstance  that  such 
paper  was  paid  after  ihe  $ak  of  such  drafts. 

8th,  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  state  the  amount  of  premium  re- 
ceived for  drafts  sold  within  the  last  year.  I  can  only  state  that, 
deducting  the  premiums  charged  to  the  eastern  banks,  and  mer- 
chants for  drafts  remitted  to  th^m  for  avails  of  collections  made  for 
them  by  this  bank,  at  Canandaigua  and  various  other  places,  the 
sum  so  received  is  but  inconsiderable. 

9tb,  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  facts  to  enable  me  to 
reply  to  the  inquiry. 

10th,  The  instances  have  been  rare;  I  am  unable  to  state  the 
number. 

11th,  The  answer  to  interrogatory  No.  6  is  a  reply  to  this  in- 
quiry, as  far  as  I  can  reply  to  it. 

12th,  It  is  the  invariable  practice  of  this  bank  to  send  to  the 
place  of  payment,  immediately  after  it  is  discounted,  all  paper  that 
it  may  take  payable  at  other  places  than  in  the  village  where  this 
bank  is  located. 

13tb  and  14th,  No. 

15th,  It  has  been  customary  for  this  bank  to  discount  paper 
payable  in  the  cities  oC  Albany  and  New- York,  when  requested  to 
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do  80,  ever  mce  it  irtt  connnenoed  opermtiom.  It  has  «bo  been 
customary  for  it  to  sell  exchange  on  Altiany  and  New-York,  wlie»- 
ever  applied  to,  but  it  has  never  intended  to  discount  soch  paper, 
except  in  the  full  confidence  and  assurance  that  it  would  be  paid 
by  the  drawer,  or  other  principrJ  party  to.  sueh  paper,  at  matiK 
rity,  from  his  own  resoiiroes:  it  is  never  intended  by  the  bank  that 
there  shall  be  any  connexion  between  the  two  transactions. 

16th,  This  is  replied  to  in  the  answer  to  No.  15. 

17th,  The  Utica  Branch  Bank  not  having  been  in  the  habit  of 
'*  requiring  paper  payable  at  distant  places,  f&r  ike  purpoBe  of 
enabling  the  bank  to  sell  a  draft  to  take  np  such  paper,'^  I  have  no 
recollection  of  having  asked  or  received  advice  or  admonition 
upon  this  subject,  as  an  officer  <d  that  bank,  unless  an  expression 
of  opinion  by  the  Bank  CommisaioDers,  in  a  easual  conversation  is 
•to  be  thus  construed* 

18th,  I  am  not  in  the  habit  €i  borrowing  money  from  the  bank 
of  which  I  am  an  officer,  nor  of  taking  usury. 

19th,  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  reply  to  this  inquiry;  no  special 
record  of  such  paper  is  kept  by  this  bank. 

20th,  No. 

21st,  This  bank  is  in  the  habit  of  reqttesHng  borrowers  to  make 
payment  in  the  notes  of  other  banks  or  specie,  although  its  own 
notes  are  never  refused  if  oflfered  in  payment;  the  ^reason**  is 
that  this  bank  is  desirous  to  have  its  own  notes  continne  in  circula* 
tion  as  long  as  they  may  do  so. 

22d,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  such  transaetipn. 

23d,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  such  loan  or  disooimt. 

24th,  It  has  not 

25th,  It  is  the  custom  of  this  bank  to  pay  the  avails  of  notes  dtv- 
counted  in  the  notes  only  of  this  bank;  unless  the  nnoney  so  paid 
is  to  go  directly  into  some  other  bank,  in  which  case  the  notes  of 
the  other  Safety  Fund  banJu,  or  others  in  this  State  in  good  credit, 
and  which  are  received  at  par  by  this  hank,  are  sometimes  paid  out. 

26th,  This  bank  has  never  intended  to  rake,  on  paper  disooonted 
by  it,  a  higher  rate  of  interest  than  that  established  by  law. 

W.  B.  WELLES,  LaU  Caekier 

Utica  Branch  Bankf  Cdnandmguiu 

State  of  New-Yohk,  ) 
Oneida  County,        \  *** 

William  B.  Welles,  late  cashier  of  the 
Utica  Branch  Bank  at  Canandaigua,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says,  that  the  facts  stated  in  the  foregoing  answers  are  true,  to  the 
best  of  his  information,  knowledge  and  belief:  and  further  saith 
not.  W.  B.  WELLES. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  this  7th  day  > 
of  February,  1835,  before  me^     ) 

Jno.  G.  Flovd, 
Supreme  Court  Commisnoner* 
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LIVINGSTON  COUNTY  BANK. 

I,  Allen  Ayraulty  president  of  the  Livingston  County  Bank,  hav* 
wg  received  and  duly  considered  the  several  interrogatories  sent 
to  me  by  the  honorable  John  Wilkinson,  chairman  of  the  commit* 
tee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  this  state,  relative  to  bahks  and 
insurance  companies,  make  the  following  statements  in  answer 
thereto,  in  behalf  of  the  institution  with  which  I  am  connected. 

To  the  Ist  interrogatory,  We  have  been  in  the  practice  of  giv- 
ing a  preference  to  paper  payable  at  New-York  or  Albany,  when 
our  customers  have  applied  for  discounts,  and  particularly  in  times 
of  pressure.  In  no  other  sense^  have  we  encouraged,  recommend- 
ed, required,  or  compelled  our  customers  to  offer  such  paper.  We 
sell  drafts  on  Albany  and  New- York. 

2d,  We  have  in  some  instances  refused  to  discount  paper  paya^ 
ble  at  ottr  own  counter,  when  we  should  have  discounted  4t,  if  it 
had  been  made  payable  in  New-York  or  Albany.  But  in  such  ca- 
ses, we  have  generally  advised  the  applicant  to  apply  elsewhere, 
or  80  to  arrange  their  affairs  as  to  ooviate  the  necessity  of  such 
discounts;  at  other  times,  when  our  customers  from  a  distance 
have  presented  two  notes,  one  payable  at  our  counter,  and  the 
other  in  those  cities,  wishing  but  one  discounted,  and  willing  we 
should  do  either,  we  have  taken  the  one  payable  at  our  counter, 
and  we  have  at  all  times  discounted  more  or  less  notes  payable  at 
our  counter,  rejecting  those  payable  at  Albany  or  New- x  ork. 

3d,  We  have  discounted  paper  payable  at  New-<York  and  Alba- 
ny, when  we  did  not  expect  that  the  person,  liable  therefor,  would 
have  funds  at  the  place  of  payment,  unless  remitted  from  the 
country;  but  we  have  always  given  a  preference  to  those  whose 
funds  were  expected,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  to  accu- 
mulate at  the  place  of  paynvent. 

4th«  We  have  discounted  paper  payable  at  New-York  and  Al- 
bany, thinking  that  the  persons  obtaining  such  discounts  might 
previous  to,  or  at  the  maturity  of  the  paper,  purchase  of  this  bank 
drafts  to  be  psod  in  the  payment  of  the  paper  so  discounted;  but 
we  have  had  no  expectation  or  belief,  that  such  persons  would 
purchase  drafts  at  this  institution,  except  what  may  have  arisen 
from  the  fact,  that  others,  or  themselves,  had  previously  done  so 
in  like  cases. 

5th,  No  sach  understanding,  arrangeihent,  or  agreement  has  in 

any  caBe  existed. 

6th,  Yes;  at  the  same  time  we  state,  that  as  a  matter  of  choice, 
we  should  in  many  instances  have  preferred  to  have  received  the 
money  .upoa  the  ori|;inal  notes  at  their  place  of  payment   . 

7th,  We  have. 

8th,  The  precise  amount  received  by  the  bank  for  drafts  sold, 
during  the  last  year  cannot  be  ascertained  with  certainlv,  inas- 
much as  our  exchange  account  is  interwoven  with  the  whole  ac- 
count for  profit  and  loss:  but  as  nearly  as  we  can  ascertain  from 
Uie  examination  which  we  have  been  able  to  make,  the  aggregate 
amount  is  95^36 .IS.    The  premium  accruing  to  this  bana  from 
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the  differance  in  exchcnge  daring  the  year  1884,  was  much  great- 
er than  it  had  been  any  year  previous,  from  the  fact,  that  miring 
the  pressure  and  panic,  that  existed  last  winter  and  spring,  our 
paper  became  much  more  of  the  class  payable  at  New- York  and 
Albany;  for  by  holding  such  paper  we  felt  strong  to  push  our  en- 
ergies and  abilities,  to  the  greatest  extent,  for  the  accommodation 
of  our  customers;  and  we  now  reflect  with  pleasure,  on  the  result 
of  the  relief  we  were  thus  enabled  to  afibrd.  We  had  the  assu- 
rance that  by  such  means,  we  could  go  into  the  money  market  at 
Albany  and  New- York  and  raise  money  at  some  rate,  and  we  did 
not  regard  paying  a  much  higher  rate  of  interest,  than  our  custo- 
mers could  be  possibly  subjected  to,  if  we  could  by  that  means 
afford  the  required  relief;  whereas  if  our  paper  had  been  payable 
at  home,  it  would  not  have  furnished  us  with  the  certain  means 
for  suoh  a  financial  operation. 

0th,  "We  cannot  ascertain  the  proportion.  Our  location  is  such 
that  we  afford  the  means  of  remittance  for  a  large  district  of  coun- 
try, of  funds  payable  in  the  eastern  cities;  and  several  of  our  dis- 
count customers  are  engaged  in  avocations  requiring  the  remit- 
tance of  large  sums  of  money,  who  for  this  purpose,  purchase 
drafts,  irrespective  of  their  discount  operations,  to  a  large  amount, 
and  provide  for  their  paper  as  best  suits  their  own  convenince. 

10th,  We  cannot  tell.  The  reasons  contained  in  the  preceding 
answer,  are  equally  applicable  to  this. 

114h,  Persons  have  applied  to  the  bank  for  discounts,  stating  at 
the  time,  that  if  accommodated,  they  would  purchase  drafts  to  be 
remitted  to  Albany  or  New- York,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  dis- 
counted paper.  Such  discounts,  have  sometimes  been  obtained; 
at  other  times  the  application  has  been  refused.  When  obtained, 
the  person  obuihing  has  had  the  money  or  draft,  at  his  election, 
and  the  money  has  in  some  instances  been  accepted,  to  the  great 
accommodation  of  the  bank;  but,  we  have  never  courted  or  favor- 
ed the  kind  of  business  referred  to  by  this  interrogatory. 

12th,  Of  late,  we  have  remitted  to  Albany  and  New-York  all 
paper  payable  at  those  places.  But  there  was  a  time  when  some  was 
omitted,  although  the  intention  had  been,  and  the  practice  was,  to 
remit  all  such  paper  to  the  place  of  payment  before  maturity,  and 
never  did  we  agree  to  retain  it. 

13th,  It  was  formerly  customary,  but  not  always  practised,  to 
receive  the  ordinary  rate  of  exchange  on  paper  of  this  description, 
but  at  a  subseouent  period,  all  such  notes,  wnen  not  remitted,  have 
been  cancelled  on  the  reception  of  no  greater  sum  than  that  for 
which  they  were  drawn. 

14th,  This  bank  has  received,  although  not  lately,  a  very 
small  amount  arising  from  the  first  two  items  only,  referred  to  by 
this  interrogatory;  but  we  deny  that  our  object  in  doing  this  has 
been  unlawfully  to  enhance  our  profits,  or  that  any  part  of  it  has 
been  received  as  a  condition  of  bank  accommodation.  In  order  to 
accommodate  our  customers,  we  have,  when  requested,  written 
the  necessary  letters  for  them  to  sign,  and  enclose  the  remittance 
for  the  payment  of  their  notes;  and  frequently,  at  their  requeat. 
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we  hare  acted  as  their  agent  in  remitting  funds  to  Albany  and 
New- York  for  other  fvirposes  as  well  as  to  pay  notes  discounted; 
and  as  sucbi  we  have  been  in  the  babit  of  receiving  the  necessary 
dis^nseroents.  Hence  has  arisen  the  necessity^  in  order  to  avoid 
the  appearance  or  charge  of  partiality  in  some  instances,  even  where 
the  paper  has  not  been  sent  to  the  place  of  payment,  to  receive 
the  items  above,  referred  to%  These  occurrences  crept  into  our 
business  imperceptibly,  from  the  consideration  that  the  retention 
of  the  paper  could  not  add  to  the  expense  of  the  makert^  but 
upon  further  reflection^  we  promptly  and  explicitly  prohibited  the 
further  receipt  of  such  items.  Customers  for  whom  we  have  ren- 
dered these  and  other  services,  have  frequently  urged  upon  us  the 
reception  of  a  compensation,  but  we  have^  in  all  cases,  absolutely 
and  peremptorily  refused  the  offer;  and  in  some  instances,  when 
our  customers'  notes  have  been  protested^  and  there  seemed  to  be 
an  intention,  on  the  part  of  the  maker,  to  meet  his  paper  seasona- 
bly, the  bank  has  paid  4he  charges  without  an  equivalent. 

15th,  Since  our  organization  in  the  autumn  of  1830,  we  have 
been  in  the  practice  of  giving  a  preference  to  millers^  produce  dea** 
lers  and  drovers,  because,  in  }he  ordinary  course  of  their  business, 
they  otbred  us  notes  payable  at  New-York  and  Albany^  where 
the  products  of  their  business  were  to  be  converted  into  money» 
This  fact  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  other  customers,  led  them 
into  the  habit  of  offering  us  the  same  kind  of  paper,  sometimes 
with  the  assurance  that  it  was  designed  for  a  similar  purpose,  and 
ssnetimes  without  an  explanation,  and  which  subsequent  transac- 
tions have  shown  were  intended  to  be  met  at  maturity,  by  remit- 
ting funds  from  the  country.  And  we  have  continued  the  practice 
o(  discounting  more  or  less  of  the  paper  of  customers  (preferring 
that  of  produce  dealers,)  payable  at  one  or  the  other  of  those  pla« 
oes,  and  also  of  selling  drafts,  when  requested,  for  any  purpose 
whatever;  but  all  drafts  so  purchased  by  our  customers  have  been 
left  at  their  entire  disposal* 

16th,  About  the  lat  of  August,  now  last,  we-came  to  the  full 
determination  to  desist  from  the  practice  of  discounting  paper  paya- 
ble at  Albany  and  New- York  for  customers,  whose  business  trans- 
actions did  not  promise  an  accumulation  of  funds  at  the  place  of 
payment  prior  to  maturity,  since  which  time,  it  has  been  our  prac- 
tice, ge/.erally,  to  reject  that  class  of  paper,  and  to  accommodate 
our  customers  with  money  on  paper  payable  at  pur  own  counter. 

17th,  About  the  first  of  August  last,  we  received  a  visit  from 
two  of  the  Bank  Commissioners,  whp  then,  for  the  first  time,  (as 
we  now  recollect,)  so  admonished  us;  and  although  we  deny  that 
we  have  ever  required  paper  to  be  made  pavable  at  Albany  or 
New- York,  with  any  understanding  that  we  should  sell  a  draft  to 
take  ap  such  paper,  we  came  to  the  determination  to  follow  their 
advice«  and  we.then  assured  Messrs*  Stebbins  and  Eaton  that  this 
was  our  determination,  since  which  lime  Vve  have  desisted,  as  ex- 
presned  in  the  next  preceding  answer*  ^ 

18th,  Np,  never.  ^ 

19th,  Ninety-eight  notes  and  drafts,  payable  at  New-York  and 
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Albny,  trere  Amsotmtcd  by  tA  within  file  nfnety  dftyt  next  pre- 
ceding the  Ist  January,  183&,  all  of  which  were  remitted  for  re^ 
discount  or  'collection  previoai  to  Ist  January^  The  whole  nuin- 
bes  of  notes  and  draffs  discoonled  by  os  within  the  sanie  period, 
k  51 9«  It  i»  beKeved,  that  about  the  same  proportioa  of  our  dia* 
counts  wil)  hereafter  be  neeesaarily  held  by  us,  payable  at  New* 
York  and  Albany,  in  anticipation  of  the  funds  of  a  porfioo  of  oar 
customers  coitecti ng  in  those  places. 

20th,  This  bank  haa  no  i^nt,  nor  has  it  ever  had  one/  for  any 
of  the  purposes  meotioned  in  this  interrogatory^ 

2 Ist,  We  hare  ncTer  been  in  the  practice,  either  directly  or  in^ 
directly,  of  requiring  those  who  obtain  discounts  from  the  bank  to 
make  their  payments  in  liotes  of  banks  other  than  our  own.  But 
we  have  been  in  the  practice  of  receiving  as  well  our  own  bills  aa 
the  bills  of  other  country  banks  generally,  in  payment  of  notes  dis^ 
counted  by  us.  Yet  we  often  request  our  customers  to  assist  us  Id 
keeping  oar  own  bilb  in  circulation,  by  making  their  payments  to 
us  as  far  as  convenient  ia  the  bills  of  other  banks;  bi^t  we  n^ver 
make  this  a  condition  of  any  of  oar  discoufnts. 

22d,  28d,  24th  and  25,  No,  never. 

26th,  We  are  not  aware  that  the  bank  has  adopted  any  cocrrae 
of  business  with  the  intention  on  the  part  of  its  officera,  or  any  of 
them,  of  receiving  upon  paper  discounted  by  it,  more  than  was  by 
faw  allowed.  VTe  have  supposed  the  bank  authorized  to  make  dis- 
counts upon  paper  payable  at  places  other  than  at  its  own  counter, 
and  to  sell  drafts  for  the  accommodation  of  the  community  to  any 
amounts 

Having  now  answered  the  several  interrogatories  submitted  to 
me,  I  would  further  state  that  the  officers  of  this  bank  have  not 
in  a  single  instance,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  participated|in  the 
profits  of  any  paper  received  or  held  by  the  bank;  nor  have  they 
used  the  funds  or  credit  of  the  bank  at  the  expense  of  any  indiTi- 
dual  for  their  private  benefit,  dut  on  the  contrary,  such  has  been 
our  views  of  the  morality  and  justness  of  the  transactions  above 
referred  to,  and  of  the  motives  in  which  they  originated,  that  se- 
veral extensive  mercantile  establishments,  in  which  the  cashier,  aa 
Well  as  myself  are  deeply  interested,  requiring  at  times  a  large 
amount  of  bank  acconmiodation,  have  been  subjected  to  all  the  re- 
gulations of  the  bank  both  as  to  the  discounting  of  notes  payable  at 
Albany  and  New-York,  and  as  to  all  the  expenaes  connected  with 
remittances.  These  establishments  have  in  truth  been  more  fre- 
quently subjected  to  such  regulations  than  have  any  other  custom- 
ers of  the  bank.  But  on  reviewing  the  matter  in  pursuance  of  the 
advice  of  the  Bank  Commissi6ners,  it  was  with  pleasure  that  we 
came  to  the  conclusion  of  abandoning  some  of  these  regulations; 
and  I  may  add,  that  the  more  I  have  since  thought  of  the  subject, 
the  more  I  have  been  convinced  of  their  liability  and  tendency  to 
abuse. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALLEN  AYRAULT,  Prendeni. 
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Liviif«0Teiv  County, 
Siate  ff  MiMf-rark, 

Be  it  rBmembeted,  that  on  this  vSatk 
dajr  of  Febramry,  A-  D.  188d,  before  me,  Calvin  IL  Bryan,  a 
commisMODer  of  the  supreme  coart,  reaidiag  in  said  county,  6omea 
Allen  Ayraiilt,  pf«sidenl  of  the  Livingston  County  Bank,  wlio,  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  nat  the  preceding  statements 
ami  explanations  by  him  subscribed,  purporting  to  be  in  answer  to 
certain  interrogatories  therein  referred  to,  are  true,  aooording  to 
the  best  o^  his  Jmowledge,  information  and  belief. 

C.  H.  BsYAlf, 

Supreme  Court  Cammissionen 

William  IL  SUnley,  being  duly  sworn,  saya,  that  he  is  the 
etsbier  of  the  Livingston  County  Bank;  thai  he  is  not  now,  and  has 
not  been  since  1881,  a  stockholder  in  said  bank;  that  he  is  in  no 
way  interested  in  the  direction  or  profits  of  said  institution;  that 
he  has  examined  the  preceding  statement  signed  by  Allen  Ayrault, 
in  answer  to  the  interrogatories  therein  r^erred  to,  and  that  so 
fiur  as  the  fiacts  therein  stated,  have  cofne  to  the  knowledge  of  this 
deponent,  tbej  are  true,  according  to  the  best' of  his  recollection 
and  belieC 

WM.  HL  STANLEY* 
Subscribed  and  sworn  this  9th  day  > 
of  February,  1885,  before  me.     | 

.       C  H.  Bkyan, 

Sup*  Court  Cbmmusiofier. 

Jonathan  E.  Robinson,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  he  is  book- 
keeper in  the  Livingston  County  Bank;  that  he  is  in  no  way  intCi- 
rested  in  the  profiu  of  said  bank;  that  he  has  examined  the  pre- 
ceding statement  signed  by  Allen  A  vrault,  in  answer  to  the  inter- 
rogatories therein  referred  to,  and  that  the  facts  therein  stated,  so 
far  as  the  knowledge  of  thra  deponent  extends,  are  true,  according 
to  the  best  o^  his  recollection  «nd  belief. 

L  EDWa  ROBINSON, 

and  sworn  this  9th  day  of  > 
February,  1836,  before  me.  i 

C^  H.  Bryan, 

Sup.  Court  Commissiouer* 


BANK  OF  MONROE. 

Baste  op  Mowbob,      > 
Rochester,  Fih.  16,  1885.  ) 

Dear  sir — ^I  now  enclose  you  my  answers  to  the  interrogatories 
sent  me  a  few  days  since.        I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servaqt, 
A.  M.  SCHBRMERHORN,  Fresideut 
To  John  Wilkinook,  Esq.  Chairman,  ftc 


Me  [h 

To  John  WiLxncBON,  Esq,  GkabrmaMj  tfc 

Sir— The  following  are  my  answers  to  the  interrogatories  ad- 
dressed to  me  as  president  of  the  Bank  of  Monroe,  in  your  circu- 
lar letter  of  the  27th  January  last, 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
A.  M.  SCHERMERHORN,  Presiima. 
Bank  of  Monroe, 
Feb.  16,  1885. 

To  the  1st  interrogatory,  That  the  Bank  of  Monroe  has  some-* 
times  declined  discounting  paper,  made  payable  at  its  own  office, 
and  has  at  the  same  time  observed  to  the  applicants,  that  the  situa* 
tion  of  the.  bank  required  paper  pay  ably  at  Albany,  Troy  or  New- 
York,  and  if  such  paper  was  offered,  it  might  be  discounted, 

2d,  That  the  same  is  answered  in  the  affirmative,  in  ihe  answer 
to  the  1st  interrogatory. 

8d,  That  the  said  bank  has  discounted  paper  payable  in  Albany 
and  New- York,  having  reason  to  believe,  that  the  person  properly 
liable  for  the  payment  of  such  paper,  would  not  have  funds  at  its 
maturity,  at  tne  place  of  payment,  unless  funds  were  transmitted 
for  that  purpose. 

4th,  That  the  said  bank  has  discounted  paper  payable  at  Alba- 
ny or  New- York,  this  deponent  supposing  that  the  person  obtain- 
ing the  discount,  would,  previous  the  maturity  of  tne  paper,  pur- 
chase a  draft  to  be  used  in  payment  of  such  paper,  and  that  he 
would  probably  purchase  such  draft  of  the  said  bank,  unless  he 
could  procure  it  cheaper  or  more  conveniently  elsewhere. 

5th,  No. 

6th,  Yes.  It  is  not  unusual  for  the  customers  of  the  said  bank,, 
to  inform  this  deponent  of  the  use  they  propose  to  make  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  paper  discounted,  and  in  some  instances^  individuals  have 
Stated  to  this  deponent,  that  the  discount  was  wanted  to  enable 
them  to  pay  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  the  purchase  of  a  draft,  a  note 
or  draft  previously  discounted  by  the  said  bank. 

7th,  Yes. 

8th,  That  the  amount  of  premiums  received  by  this  bank,  dur 
ing  the  last  year,  for  drafts  sold,  was  97,353.53. 

9th,  That  as  nearly  as  this  deponent  can  ascertain,  from  the 
exanr^ination  of  the  books  of  the  said  bank,  made  by  the  cashier  and 
clerks,  the  drafts  sold,  which  have  been  applied  as  payment  upoa 
debts,  notes  or  drafts  due  to  the  said  bank,  is  less  than  one-fourth 
of  the  whole  amount  of  drafts  sold. 

10th,  That  he  cannot  tell  with'  precision,  and  it  is  presum-i 
ed  that  the  answer  to  the  0th  interrogatory,  contains  all  the  in-« 
formation  that  is*  desired. 

llth.  Yes. 

12th,  That,  although  the  said  bank  has  generally  remitted  to  th^ 
place  of  payment,  the  pap^r  discounted  by  it,  still  it  has  not  donot 
so  in  every  instapce^ 

13th,  Yes, 
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14th,  That  he  does  not  know  of  any  instance  in  which  any 
such  charge  or  charges  have  been  made,  required  or  received. 

15th,  That  more  or  less,  depending  on  circumstancesy  the  busip 
ness  alluded  to  in  this  interrogatory,  has  always  been  pursued  by 
this  institution.  This  deponent  is  not  aware,  and  never  has  been, 
that  in  doing  this  business,  he  has  violated  any  iegal  enactment, 
»  and  he  Seels  entire  confidence,  that  he  has  not  violated  any  moral 

obligation. 

16th,  That  this  bank  has  not  yet  wholly  discontiued  this  busi- 
pess,  being  himself  perfectlysaiisfied;  and  also,  so  advised  by  coun* 
sel,  that  there  is  nothing  illegal  or  improper  in  this  or  any  of  the 
business  operations  of  this  institution.  This  bank  has,  however, 
for  several  months  past,  been  gradually  withholding  discounting 

taper  payable  in  the  cities,  when  it  was  thought  probable  that  the 
orrower  might  have  to  purchasie  a  draft  of  this  or  some  other 
bank  to  pay  said  paper  at  its  maturity. 

17th,  That  he  has  been  so  advised  by  the  Bank  CommisshDners. 

18th,  That  he  has  not  us^d  the  funds  of  thijs  bank  for  the  pur« 
pose  of  purch^ising  paper  at  a  discount  beyond  the  legal  rate,  for 
his  private  benefit;  but  he  has  procured,  occasionlly,  temporary 
discounts  for  small  amounts  from  the  bank,  as  other  customers 
have/  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  and  may,  and  probably  has 
(although  he  does  not  iiow  recollect  the  instance)  in  some  few  in- 
stances, with  the  funds  or  part  of  them  so  raised^  purchased  paper 
.  at  a  discount,  greater  than  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent,  and  has 
almost  in  every  instance  borrowed  money  abroad  when  he  wanted 
to  use  it  for  any  purpose* 

19th,  The  number  is  two  hundred  and  forty-eight 

20th,  No. 

21st,  That  the  said  bank  has  not  required  it;  but  it  is  generally 
understood  by  their  customers  that  they  prefer  the  paper  of  other 
banks,  and  wish  to  retain  their  own  bills  in  circulation.  The  rea- 
son is  obvious. 

22d,  That  paper  has  been  presented  at  the  said  bank  for  dis- 
count and  refused,  and  the  same  has  been  subse<}uently  discounted; 
other  names  having  been  added  or  satisfactory  mformation  receiv- 
ed as  regards  the  responsibility  of  the  names  on  the  paper  present- 
ed for  the  discount.  But  this  deponent  denies  that  to  his  know* 
ledge  anv  officer  of  said  bank  has  participated  with  any  person,  di- 
rectly or'indlrectly,  in  the  profits  of  the  endorsement  or  brokerage 
of  any  such  paper  or  any  other  paper  presented  at  the  said  bank 
for  discount. 

23d,  That  no  such  loans  have  been  made. 

24th,  No. 

25th,  That  he  does  not  recollect  an  instance  of  any  such  dis- 
count. •  The  said  bank  does  not  ordinarily  receive  in  payment  or  de- 
posit bills  of  other  banks  below  par  at  this  place.  The  said  bank  has 
|io  we  ver  sometimes  received,  as  a  matter  of  convenience  to  acustom- 
I  er,  a  few  dollars  of  the  banks  of  Ohio,  Michigan  or  Canada,  and  has 
'  in  m  few  instances  paid  out  the  same  on  discounts  to  persons  going 
to,  or  having  payment^  to  make  at  those  places,  when  they  de- 
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fired  or  preferred  such  notet.  The  amount  of  paper  below  par 
received  at  this  bank  is  not  supposed  to  have  exceeded  one  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year. 

36th,  That  the  said  bank  has  not  adopted  a  course  of  doing  busi- 
ness, with  the  intention  on  the  part  of  its  <^oerf,  of  procuriog 
more  than  the  legal  rate  of  interest  on  paper  discounted* 

Statb  of  New«York, 

Monroe  County^ 
Abraham  M.  Scnermerhorn,  President  of  the  Bank  of  Monroe, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith.  that  the  foregoing  answers 
to  the  several  interrogatories,  transmitted  to  him  by  the  chairmaa 
of  the  bank  committee  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New- York, 
are  in  all  respects  correct  and  true,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief,  and  further  saith  not. . 

A.  M«  SCHERMERHORN, 
Sworu  this  36th  day  of  Febru-  ) 
ary,  1835,  before  me,         ) 

*     6.    H.    MUMFORD, 

Copunuriomer  of  Deedi^ 


BANK  OP  ORLEANS. 

Gustavus  Clark,  President  of  the  Bank  of  Orleans,  gives  the  fol* 
lowing  answers  to  the  interrogatories,  transmitted  to  him  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  incorporation  and  alteration  of 
the  charters  of  banking  and  insurance  companies: 

To  the  1st  interrogatory,  Has  sometimes  encouraged  orreconi* 
mended  that  certain  notes  to  be  offered  for  discouut  might  be  made 

Eayable  at  such  places,   but  has  never  compelled  or  required  it  to 
c  done. 

3d,  Have  sometimes  discounted  notes  payable  at  New-York  and 
Albany,  that  would  not  have  been  discounted,  if  made  payable 
here. 

3d,  Always  expected  such  person  or  persons  would  provide  the 
necessary  funds. 

4th,  Have  discounted  notes  payable  at  New- York  and  Albany, 
having  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  person  obtaining  the  di»* 
count  would  provide  for  the  payment  of  such  note  by  remitting  a 
draft  on  New- York  or  Albany, 

5th,  No. 

6th  and  7th,  It  has. 

8th,  tSSO.M. 

9th,  •86. 

J  0  th,  In  five  instances. 

11  thy  In  some  instances  the  officers  of  the  bank  may  have  had 
some  reason  to  believe  that  the  person  obtaining  the  discount,  by 
consulting  his  own  convenience,  would  purchase  such  draft  from 
•  this  institution. 

13th»  Yes. 

18th|  14th,  15th  and  16th,  No  such  case. 
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17th  and  18th,  No. 

19th,  Thirty^ine. 

dOth,  N<K 

2l8t,  Have  never  required^  but  have  ■ometimes  tefueated  them 
to  do  so,  for  the  reason  that  this  bank  preferred  keeping  its  own 
notes  in  circulation,  and  receiving  the  notes  of  certain  other  banks, 
to  be  us^  in  its  exchange  with  such  banks. 

B2d^  Have  no  knowledge  of  any  sach  case. 

23d,  34th  and  95th,  No. 

26th,  No;  unless  the  foregoing  answers  will  warrant  such  con* 
atruction^ 

Gustevus  Clark  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  the 
foregoing  answers  are  truly  made  according  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief. 

G.  CLARK. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  the  5th  day  ) 

of  February,  1885,  before  me.   ) 

Albxis  Ward, 

First  Judge  of  Orleans  County  Courts. 


LOCKPORT  BANK. 

To  the  1st  interrogatory^  A  great  proportion  of  the  funds  of  this 
iostittttion  is  loaned  to  men  engaged  m  the  lumberinff  and  flouring 
business,  who  depend  chiefly  upon  the  New- York  and  Albany  mar- 
kets for  the  sale  of  their  proKluce.'  Consequently  much  of  our  busi- 
ness  is  conducted  by  drafu  on  or  notes  payable  at  those  places. 
We  have  never,  directly  or  indirectly,  recommended  to  our  cus* 
tomers  to  make  their  notes  payable  at  foreign  places,  when  we  had 
any  reason  to  suppose  they  would  have  no  funds  at  the  place  of 

Eyoient,  (without  the  purchase  of  a  draft)  at  the  maturity  of  the 
i;  but  on  the  contrary  have  always  discouraged  it,  and  give  them 
to  understand  that  we  preferred  having  them  made  payable  at 
our  own  counter* 

2d,  We  have  in  cases  where  we  supposed  the  applicant  would 
have  funds  at  those  places  to  meet  them  at  maturity,  and  always 
give  our  customers  to  understand  that  such  paper  is  preferable  to 
any  other.   . 

3d,  No;  we  have  always  refused  to  discount  such  paper. 

4  th,  We  have  not,  for  the  reason  that  we  believed  it  to  be  usu- 
rious. 

5th,  Never. 

6th,  We  have  done  so  in  cases,  when  through  disappointment 
the  person  liable  for  the  payment  of  the  bill  failed  to  have  funds  at 
the  place  payable,  and  wished  for  an  extension  of  time,  but  never 
required  a  customer  to  purchase  a  draft,  and  when  they  have  done 
aot  they  have  consulted  their  own  interest,  and  adopted  it  as  the 
cheapest  and  most  convenient  mode  of  transmission.  

7tb,  We  have  always  done  so  when  applied  to. 


is 
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8th,  •514.28. 

9thy  The  whole  amount  of  drafts  told,  which  W€  supposed  to 
have  ffone  to  pay  notes  due  to  this  bank,  is  seven  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred dolisirs. 

10th,  Six;  and  these  were  to  pay  notes  which  we  had  every 
reason  to  believe  would  be  promptly  met  at  maturity,  without  the 
necessity  of  purchasing  drafts* 

11th,  We  have  only  in  such  cases  as  are  embraced  in  our  an- 
swer to  the  6th  interrogatory,  and  it  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
answer  10th,  that  it  has  but  seldom  occurred* 
12th,  Always. 

13th,  We  have  never  failed  to  send  them  to  the  place  of  pay- 
ment 

14th,  See  answer  preceding. 

15ih,  We  have  never  done  it,  for  the  reason  thtt  we  believed  it 
to  be  usurious. 

16th,  It  has  never  been  practised  by  us, 

17th,  The  Bank  Commissioners,  as  well  as  those  of  our  stock- 
holders who  have  been  directly  engaged  in  the  management  of  this 
institution,  have  always  given  it  as  theii*  opuiion  tluit  it  was  usu«- 
rious,  and  should  not  be  practised. 
^  18lh,  Never. 
19th,  One  hundred  and  thirty-four. 
20th,  We  have  not. 

2l8t,  We  never  require  our  customers  to  make  their  payments 
in  the  notes  of  other  banks,  but  always  encouraged  them  to  do  so^ 
One  reason  for  prefering  them  is,  that  it  takes  them  out  of  circula- 
tion, and  the  vacuum  is  supplied  by  our  own  notes;  another  is,  it 
assists  us  in  keeping  up  a  riind  in  Albany  and  New- York,  for  the 
redemption  of  our  notes,  and  other  purposes  connected  with  tlie  or^ 
inary  transactions  of  banking. 
22d,  We  have  frequently  discounted  notes  which  have  once  been 
rejected;  sometimes  because  additional  security  was  given,  and  for 
various  reasons;  but  within  our  knowledge  no  officer  of  the  bank 
ever  participated,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  profits  of  the  en«* 
dorsement,  or  brokerage  on  such  paper,  or  any  other  paper  pre* 
sented  at  the  bank  for  discount. 
23d,  We  have  made  no  such  loans* 
24th,  No. 
25th  and  26th,  We  have  not 

JAagara  County^  $s. — Henry  Walbridge,  and  Lawrence  C^ 
Woodruff,  being  duly  sworn,  say,  that  Lot  Clark,  the  president, 
and  George  Field,  cashier  of  the  Lockport  Bank,  are,  and  have 
been  since  about  the  fifth  day  of  November  last,  out  of  the  State, 
and  are  now  in  the  territory  of  Florida,  as  these  deponents  are  in- 
formed and  believe  to  be  true;  that  this  deponent,  Henry  Wal- 
bridge, is  vice-president  of  said  incorporation,  and  the  said  Law- 
rence C.  Woodruff,  is  the  teller  of  said  bank,  and  acts  as  cashier 
during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Fields.  Your  deponents  are  both  of 
them  directors  of  said  bank,  and  they  have  drawn  up  the  answers 
to  the  annexed  interrogatories,  from  their  knowledge  of  the  manner 
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of  doing  btuinest  at  said  bank,  and  from  an  examination  of  th# 
bank  books,  and  from  all  the  other  means  of  information  in  their 
power.  In 'addition  to  which  the  said  Henry  Walbridge  has  been 
a  director  of  said  bank  ever  since  its  establishment  These  depo^ 
nents  say  that  the  above  answers  to  said  interrogatories,  number- 
ed to  correspond  with  the  numbers  of  the  several  interroratories, 
are  true  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  information  and  belief,  and 
farther  say  not 

HENRY  WALBRIDGB, 
L.  a  WOODRUFF. 
Sworn  this  18th  February,  I 
1895,  before  me,  ) 

Nathan  Datton, 
Jtulge  ^fJSlagara  C&unty  Courts^ 


BANK  OF  GENESEE. 

Bank  of  Gbnesbs,       > 
Batavia,  Feb.  IIM,  1885.  \ 
John  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  Chairman,  &c. 

Dear  Sir — ^I  hand  you  enclosed  my  answers  to  the  several  in- 
terrogatories made  in  your  communication  of  the  28th  ult 

And  remain,  dear  sir, 

Yours,  yery  respectfully, 

J.  S.  GANSON,  Cashier. 

J,  John  S.  Ganson,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Genesee,  make  the 
following  answers  to  the  several  interrogatories  '^  addressed  to  the 
presidents,  cashiers  or  other  officers  of  the  several  banks  in  this 
State  under  the  Safety  Fund,  (except  those  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,)  under  the  resolution  upon  that  subject  adopted  by  the  As** 
aembly,  January  27,  1835.'^ 

The  Ist,  2d,  3d  and  4th,  I  answer,  Yes,  but  in  examination 
would  state,  that  in  the  spring  of  1831,  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
capital  of  the  Bank  of  Genesee  was  insufficient  to  discount  the 
paper  offered  by  persons  living  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bank,  and 
that  it  would  be  a  great  accommodation  to  them  to  have  their  bu* 
siness  done  at  this  bank;  an  arrangement  was  made  with  a  cor- 
responding bank  in  Albany  to  discount  certain  unquestionable  pa- 
per payable  in  Albany,  Troy  and  New-York,  which  was  done 
more  for  the  accommodation  of  the  business  public,  than  from  any 
profit  the  bank  might  derive  from  it;  and  when  the  bank  had  dis* 
counted  nearly  to  its  limits,  it  became  necessary  that  a  portion  of 
the  paper  should  be  made  payable  in  Albany  or  New- York,  and 
some  customers  of  the  Bank,  for  certain  operations,  and  often  for 
their  own  convenience,  were  required  and  recommended  to  make 
their  paper  payable  in  one  of  those  places;  as  soon  as  it  was  as- 
certained that  the  capital  of  this  bank  was  insufficient  to  meet  the 
wants  of  ihe  country,  they  were  in  the  habit  in  a  few  instances,  of 
presentfng  city  paper  for  discount,  well  knowing  that  otherwise 
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ffMj  ODsM  not  he  •ocommoJateiL  Altbdogh  this  amngenent  wm» 
a  loorce  of  some  profit,  we  have,  for  more  than  a  year,  been  de* 
tirout  of  discootinaing  thit  kind  of  busineet,  and  have  done  no 
more  of  it  than  the  aooommodation  of  the  bubinoM  cvatomers 
seemed  imperioosly  to  require.  In  discoanting  some  notes,  we 
have  had  reason  to  believe  tiiat  the  borrower  would  be  under  the 
necessity  of  applying  to  this  or  some  other  bank  for  aid  in  the  pay* 
ment  of  such  paper,  and  would  find  it  roost  convenient  to  provide 
for  h  by  the  purchasing  and  remitting  a  draft 

6th,  There  never  has  been  an  express  understanding:  or  agree* 
ment  with  any  person  obtaining  a  discount,  that  he  should,  at  the 
maturity  of  the  note  discounted,  purchane  of  this  bank  a  draft  to 
be  used  for  the  payment  of  such  paper  discounted. 

6th,  We  have,  in  some  cases,  had  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
proceeds  of  drafts  or  notes  discounted  by  the  bank  would  be  ap- 

£lied  to  the  purchase  of  a  draft  from  the  bank  at  a  premium,   to 
9  used  in  payment  of  a  previously  discounted  draft  or  note  be- 
longing to  this  bank.  ^ 

7th,  We  have  sold  some  drafts,  having  reason  to  befieve  that 
they  were  to  be  used  in  the  payment  of  notes  due  the  bank,  and 
payable  at  Albany,  New- York  and  Troy. 

8th,  #2,860  .M,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained. 

0th,  •664.15,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained. 

10th,  In  57  instances,  as  near  as  we  have  the  means  of  ascer- 
tain inff. 

1 1  th,  Yes,  we  have  discounted  paper,  expecting  to  sell  to  the 
person  obtaining  the  discount  a  draft  at  a  premium,  to  be  used  in 
the  payment  of  his  previous  discounted  paper. 

12th  and  13th,  In  every  instance  but  one,  we  have  sent  or  re* 
mitted  paper  discounted  by  the  bank  to  the  place  of  payment,  in 
which  case,  the  book-keeper,  through  mistake,  had  placed  the  note 
in  the  bundle  of  domestic  bills  instead  of  foreign,  which  was  not 
discovered  until  arrangements  were  made  for  the  payment  of  the 
note  at  the  place  where  the  same  was  payable,  and  in  this  instance 
we  received  our  usual  rate  of  exchange  upon  the  place  where  the 
paper  was  so  payable,  and  in  no  other. 

14th,  Never,  of  course,  as  there  has  been  no  instance  where  we 
could  have  required  or  received  such  contingent  charges,  except 
tho  one  referred  to  in  the  last  answer,  and  I  have  no  recollection 
of  receiving  any  such  payment  in  that  instance. 

)5th,  Since  the  arrangement  was  made  in  the  spring  of  I83I, 
to  have  discounts  made  in  the  city,  the  bank  has  required  its  cus- 
tomers to  make  a  portion  of  their  paper  payable  in  New- York  or 
Albany,  some  of  which  has  been  paid  by  drafts  puschased  of  this 
bank.  It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  whether  this  kind  of  business  was 
done  by  the  bank  previous  to  that  time;  if  it  was  done  at  all,  it 
was  to  a  small  extent. 

16th,  I  think  we  desisted  from  this  kind  of  business  in  the  month 
of  July  last. 

17tn,  Yes,  by  the  Bank  Commissioners,  since  which  the  bank 
has  not  discounted  any  paper  payable  at  a  distant  place,  with  the 


} 


No.  SM.]  1«7 

expebtation  eren  that  tba  btnk  would  be  enabled  to  fell  a  draft  lo 
take  ap  such  paper.  ^ 

18th,  No,  never. 

19th,  Eighteen. 

20th,  Not  in  any  manner. 

21  St,  We  have  never,  directly  or  indirectly,  required  those  who 
obtained  discounts  from  the  bank,  to  make  their  payments  in  the 
notes  of  banks  other  than  our  own. 

22d,  Paper  has  been  presented  at  the  bank  for  discount,  and  in 
some  instances  has  been  declined  or  refused,  either  because*  the 
bank  at  the  time  was  not  discounting,  or  the  paper  was  not  satis- 
factory, and  the  same  paper  has  been  subsequently  presented  by 
other  person  or  persons  and  accepted,  when  the  bank  was  dis- 
counting, or  where  additional  security  was  added  to  the  paper — 
but  no  officer  of  the  bank  within  my  knowledge  has  participated, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  profits  of  the  endorsement  or  broker- 
age of  any  such  paper. 

23d  and  24ih,  Na 

25 th^  This  bsnk  in  discounting  one  note  of  two  hundred  dollars, 
made  it  a  condition  that  the  borrower  should  receive  therefor,  the 
notes  or  bills  of  other  banks  at  par,  which  were  not  of  par  value 
at  our  counter.  The  borrower  informed  the  officer  of  the  bank, 
that  he  wished  to  make  use  of  the  money  for  the  payment  of  a 
debt  where  they  would  be  received  at  par  value,  and  he  would 
take  them.  The  borrower  subsequently  informed  me  that  he  did 
make  such  use  of  the  said  money,  and  passed  it  at  its  par  value. 
In  no  other  instance  has  the  bank  or  its  officers,  made  it  a  condi- 
tion directly,  indirectly  or  impliedly,  of  the  discounting  of  any 
notes,  drafts,  or  other  evidence  of  debts,  that  the  borrower  should 
receive  therefor  the  notes  or  bills  of  other  bank  or  banks  at  par,  and 
which  were  not  at  the  time  current  and  bankable  at  this  bank. — 
The  said  notes  so  paid  out,  in  the  instance  above  mentioned,  were 
at  a  discount  of  three  per  cent  at  the  counter  of  this  bank  when 
they  were  so  paid  out  The  said  notes  or  bills  were  received  by 
the  bank  at  three  per  cent  discount,  but  we  cannot  tell  what  was 
the  current  value  of  said  notes  or  bills  in  the  place  where  they 
were  disposed  of  by  the  borrower, 

26th,  This  bank  has  not  by  any  of  the  practices  alluded  to  in 
the  interrogatories  to  which  I  have  answered  as  above,  or  by 
any  other,  adopted  a  course  of  business  with  the  intention  on  the 
part  of  its  officers  or  any  of  them,  of  receiving  more  than  the  le- 
gal interest  on  notes  or  paper  discounted  by  this  bank. 

Statb  of  Nbw-Yoek,  )  ^^ 
Gene$ee  County^        y 

John  S.  6anson«  being  duly  sworn,  doth 
depose  and  say,  that  he  has  been  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Genesee 
since  the  28th  May,  1830;  that  the  answers  as  above  set  forth  to 
the  several  interrogatories  referred  tp  therein,  and  the  facts  stih 
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ted  ia  said  aniwert ,  are  true,  aocordmg  to  tbe  best  of  his  know- 

led<^  and  belief. 

J.  S.  GANSON,  Cashier. 

Subscribed  ami  sworn,  this  llth  7 
Feb*^  1836,  before  me,         S 

R,    U.    SOPBR, 

GbmV.  of  Deeds  of  Oenesee  eomntff. 

State  of  Nbw-York,  )  ^^ 

Oenesee  Cbuntt/y        S^ 

Trumbull  Gary,  being  duly  sworn,  doth 
depose  and  say,  that  he  has  been  president  of  the  Bank  of  Gene- 
see, ever  since  its  establishment;  that  he  has  been  absent  much  of 
the  time  since  it  went  into  operation,  and  has  not  been  personalfy 
acquainted  with  its  financial  details;  that  the  cashier  is  the  finan- 
cial officer  of  the  bank,  and  so  far  as  this  deponent  is  acquaint- 
ed with  its  business  transactions,  he  concurs  in  the  facts  set  forth 
in  the  answers  as  above,  of  the  said  cashier. 

T.  GARY,  President. 
Subscribed  and  sworn,  this  Ilth  7 
Feb.,  1835,  before  me,  ) 

R.  U.  SopisB, 
Corner,  of  Deeds  of  Genesee  county. 


BANK  OF  BUFFALO. 

In  obedience  to  a.  resolution  of  the  Honorable  the  Assembly,  of 
the  ^7th  of  January,  transmitted  by  the  chairman  of  the  standing 
committee  on  the  incorporation  and  alteration  of  the  charters  of 
banking  and  insurance  companies,  the  undersigned,  Hiram  Pratt, 
president  of  the  bank  of  Buffalo,  and  John  R.  Lee,  cashier  thereof, 
being  under  oath,  do,  in  answer  to  the  several  interrogatories  pro- 
pounded by  said  committee,  say: 

To  the  1st  interrogatory.  That,  from  the  course  of  trade,  a 
large  amount  of  oui  bUIs  are  constantly  being  remitted  to  the  At- 
lantic cities,  and  this  paper  is  transmitted  to  us  and  redeemed  hy 
drafts  on  Albany  or  New- York.  We  answer,  therefore,  that  we 
always  prefer  i<>  discount  paper  which  is  payable  at  Albany  or 
New-York;  and  we  have  at  times  required  paper  payable  in  these 
cities;  we  refer  to  Nos.  15  and  17  of  our  answers. 

2d,  We  have  sometimes  refused  to  make  discounts,  except  for 
paper  payable  as  above. 

3d,  4th  and  5th,  No. 

6th  and  7th,  Yes;  but  we  refer  to  our  answer  in  No  15. 

8th,  We  cannot  ascertain  the  amount  of  premiums  received  on 
drafts  sold,  as  the  premiums  so  received  are  not  entered  in  a  sepa- 
rate account,  but  are  carried  to  the  general  aecount  of  loss  and 
gain. 

0th  and  10th,  That  we  do  not  know,  neither  have  we  any  meana 
of  ascertaining,  but  the  proportion  must  be  small. 
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'  nth,  No;  except  as  stated  in  No.  6,  but  refer  to  No.  16  for  a 
general  answer. 

12th,  Yes;  except  in  a  few  instances,  where  paper  has  been 
paid  before  the  usual  time  of  transmitting  it. 

13th,  and  14th,  No. 

15th,  We  refer  to  No.  1;  and  say  in  regard  to  the  selling  of 
drafts  to  pay  such  discounted  paper,  the  undersigned  distinctly 
state,  that  thiey  have  always  avoided  paper  payable  below,  when 
they  had  reason  to  expect  that  the  individual  would  apply  to  them 
for  the  purcase  of  drafts  to  pay  such  paper;  aud  that  they  have  ' 
never  desired  or  encouraged  this  kind  of  business.  But  they  have, 
nevertheless,  to  state  that  they  have  cceasioually  sold  drafts  which 
they  had  reason  to  expect  would  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  such 
discounted  paper. 

16th,  The  undersigned  refer  to  their  answers  given  under  15th 
and  nth. 

17th,  That  we  have  been  so  advised;  and  we  further  say, 
that  the  bank  has  never  required  paper  payable  at  a  distant  place 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  itself  to  sell  a  draft  to  pay  such  paper. 

18th,  No. 

19th,  Ninty-seven  notes  and  drafts,  amounting  to  9127,844. 

20th  and  21st,  No. 

22d,  That  it  is  very  probable  that  paper  may  have  been  offered 
for  discount  and  refused;  and  that  subsequently  this  paper  may 
have  been  again  offered  by  a  broker  or  other  person,  with  his  ad- 
dluonal  security,  and  discounted.  But  the  undersigned  solemnly 
declare  that  they  have  never  participated,  nor  have  they  any 
know/edge  that  any  other  officer  of  the  bank  has  participated,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  in  the  profits  of  the  endorsement  or  broker-  . 
age  of  any  such  paper,  or  any  other  paper  offered  at  this  bank. 

23d  and  24th,  No . 

25th,  The  undersigned  state  that  there  has  been  a  few  instances 
in  which  paper  has  been  discounted  for  western  business,  and 
where  western  notes,  out  of  the  State,  have  been  paid  out,  which 
were  at  a  discount  of  from  an  hall  to  one  per  cent  here,  and  so 
received  by  the  bank;  but  which  notes,  to  the  borrower,  were  as 
good  as,  and  sometimes  preferred  to  the  notes  of  this  bank.  The  . 
undersigned  have  no.  means  of  knowing  the  amount  of  such  dis- 
counts, but  they  are  inconsiderable. 

26th,  No. 

HIRAM  PRATT,  Prendent. 
JOHN  R.  LEE,  Cashier, 
Severally  subscribed  and  sworn, 

this  7th  day  of  February,  1885, 

before  me. 

Danibl  Lockwood. 

Supreme  Court  CommUsioner. 


COMMERCIAL  BANK  OP  BtJPPALO. 

The  answers  -of  Pierre  A.  Barker,  president  of  the  Commercial 
Bank  of  Bufiaio,  to  the  several  interrogatories  addressed  to  him 
by  the  standing  committee  on  the  incorporation  and  alteration  of 
the  charters  of  banking  and  insurance  companies,  in  pursuance  of 
a  resolution  of  the  House  pf  Assembly  of  the  State  or  New- York, 
adopted  the  27tfa  of  January,  1835,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

To  the  1st  interrc^atory,  That  this  bank  has  not  compelled,  re- 
qnired,  encouraged  or  recommended,  directly  or  indirectly,  any 
person  applying  for  a  discount,  to  make  his  paper  payable  either 
at  the  Phenix  Bank,  New- York,  or  at  the  Albany  City  Bank,  the 
only  banks  on  which  this  bank  has  been  in  the  habit  of  selling  drafts 
at  a  premium. 

2d,  That  since  the  commencement  of  business  operations  by  this 
institution,  the  demands  for  loans  have  been  very  numerous  and 
pressing;  that  much  good  paper,  payable  at  Albany  and  New* 
York,  as  well  as  at  Buffalo,  has  been  offered  for  discount,  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  which  has  beeni  necessarily  refused,  and  in 
some  instances,  a  preference  has  been  given  to  the  former* 

3d,  4th,  5th  find  6th,  No. 

7th,  Yes. 

8th,  That  the  greater  part  of  the  capital  of  the  bank  being  paid 
in  at  the  Phenix  Sank,  P»ew-York,  and  at  the  Albany  City  %ank, 
the  bank  was  enabled,  and  did  draw  on  those  banks  to  a  large 
amount,  between  the  7th  day  of  October  last,  when  it  commenced 
operations,  and  the  1st  day  of  January,  1835.  The  amount  drawn 
within  that  period,  was  #247,502.14.  Drafts  were  sold  at  one 
half  of  one  per  cent,  and  the  amount  of  premium  received  by  the 
bank  was,  consequently,  91,237.51. 

9th  and  10th,  That  owing  to  the  infancy  of  the  institution,  only 
a  small  amount  of  notes  or  drafts,  discounted  here  and  payable  at 
New- York  or  Albany,  became  due  during  the  last  year,  and  the 
bank  had  no  application  for  drafts  on  those  places  to  meet  such 
paper. 

lllh.  No. 

12th,  13th  and  14th,  That  the  bank  has,  in  all  instances,  remit- 
ted tlie  paper  discounted  by  it  to  the  place  of  payment. 

15th  and  10th,  That  the  bank  has  not  pursued  the  business  re- 
ferred  to  in  those  interrogatories. 

17th  and  18th,  No. 

19th,  The  amount  of  notes  or  drafts  of  the  kind  specified,  are 
8123,117. 

20th,  21st,  22d,  23d,  24th,  25th  and  26th,  Generally  in  the  oe^ 
gative.  The  bank  has  not  employed  any  agents  or  brokers,  for  the 
objects  specified  in  the  20th  and  24th  interrogatories,  nor  imposed 
the  terms  alluded  to  in  the  21st  interrogatory,  on  those  whom  it 
has  obliged  with  discounts.  Nor  have  such  practices,  on  the  part 
of  the  officers  of  the  bank,  as  those  mentioned  in  the  22d,  23d  and 
25th  interrogatories,  come  to  his  knowledge.  And  with  reference  to 
the  26th  interrogatory,  the  respondent  can  state  for  himself,  and 
believes  he  can  vouch  for  the  other  officers  of  the  bank,  that  a 
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strict  regmrd  hat  ^ws^i  been  had,  to  eonfioe  the  business  opera- 
tioDs  of  the  bank  within  the  limits  prescribed  by  law. 

PIERRE  A.  BARKER,  Premdent. 
I,  Pierre  A.  Barker,  president  of  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Buffa- 
lo, do  solemnly  swear,  that  the  foregoing  statement,  responsive  to 
the  interrogatories  of  the  committee  on  the  incorporations  of  bank- 
ing and  insurance  companies,  is  true,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  belieC 

PIERRE  A-  BARKER« 
Sworn  this  7th  day  of  February,  ) 
1885,  before  me.  ) 

JikMBS  Strtkbr, 

Judge  of  the  Erie  County  CourU. 


} 


CHAUTAUQUE  COUNTY  BANK. 

The  answer,  on  oath  of  Aaron  D.  Patchin,  cashier  of  the  Chau- 
tauque  County  Bank,  to  the  interrogotaries  *'  addressed  to  the 
presidents,  cashiers,  and  other  officers  of  the  several  banks  of  this 
States,  under  the  Safety  Fund  (except  those  in  the  city  of 'New- 
York)  under  the  resolution  upon  that  subject,  adopted,  by  the  As- 
sembly January  27,  1835.'* 

To  the  1st  interrogatory.  That  the  said  bank  of  which  he  is 
cashier,  has  on  many  occasions,  when  applied  to  for  discounts,  re- 
quired, encouraged,  and  recommended,  but  never  compelled,  the 
person  so  applying  to  make  his-  paper  payable  at  the  New- York 
State  Bank  in  the  city  of  Albany,  with  which  bank  this  institution 
has  kept,  and  still  keeps  its  account,  and  on  which  it  has  been  in 
the  habit  of  selling  drafts  at  a  premium. 

Sd,  That  this  institution  has  on  some  occasions  refused  to  make 
discounts,  unless  the  paper  so  ofiered  was  made  payable  at  Albany 
or  New- York,  though  rarely  when  this  h:8titution  has  been  in  a 
condition  to  do  such  business  consistently. 

8d,  4th  and  5th,  That  this  institution  has  discounted  paper  pay- 
able at  Albany,  and  in  two  or  three  instances,  in  New- York,  when 
some  of  the  officers,  not,  as  he  believes  knowing,  but  having  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  person  properly  liable  for  the  payment  of 
luch  paper,  would  not  have  funds  at  the  place  of  payment,  unless 
remitted  by  draft,  which  draft  it  was  presumed  would  be  purchas- 
ed of  this  mstitution,  but  in  no  instance  has  such  paper  been  dis- 
counted under  an  express,  or  any  other  understanding  or  ar- 
rangement, with  the  person  obtaining  the  discount,  that  he  or  any 
other  person  should  at  the  maturity  of  the  paper,  purchase  of  this 
iostitution  a  draft  to  be  used  in  the  payment  of  such  paper,  so  dis- 
counted by  this  institution. 
6th  and  7th,  Yes. 

8th  and  9ih,  That  during  the  year  ending  Slst  December  last, 
the  amount  received  by  this  institution  for  premiums  on  drafts  sold 
ii  tl,795.7&,  of  which  8516.65  has  been  applied  as  payments  up- 
OQ  debts,  notes  or  drafts  due  to  this  institution. 


lOtb,  That  the  inftanoes  in  which  thii  inititotion  has.sold  drafti 
to  be  used  by  the  purchaser  in  paying  notes,  drafts  or  debts  due 
to  this  institution,  are  forty^seven  (47)  during  the  last  year  ending 
the  31st  of  December  last. 

11th,  Yes;  provided  the  term  "  eicpecting"  does  not  imply  any 
agreement,  arrangement  or  understanding,  that  a  draft  should  be 
purchased  to  bo  used  in  the  payment  of  such  discounted  paper,  as 
DO  such  agreement,  arrangement  or  understanding  has  been  had* 

12th  and  18th,  That  this  institution  has  in  afl  instances,  ex* 
cept  one,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  remembrance  and  belief, 
sent  or  remitted  the  paper  discounted  to  the  place  of  payment.  In 
the  said  one  excepted  instance,  he,  the  said  cashier,  on  the  volun- 
tary presentation,  of  the  amount  of  such  note,  together  with  the 
premium  (amounting  to  $5)  received  the  same  inadvertently  and 
without  reflection,  and  in  no  instance  has  this  institution  required, 
or  received  the  premium,  except  as  above  answered  in  the  instanoe 
of  the  five  dollars. 

1 4th,  No. 

15th,  That  he  assumed  the  duties  of  cashier  of  this  institution 
on  the  first  of  June,  1832,  and  that  from  the  books  and  papers 
of  the  institution,  he  has  understood  and  believes  that  the  practice 
of  requiring  a  portion  of  the  paper  of  its  customers  payable  in 
Albany  or  New- York,  had  prevailed  two  or  three  months  previous 
thereto,  and  some  drafts  were  sold  to  meet  the  payment  of  such 
paper  when  it  became  due,  and  in  other  instances  they  were  paid 
without  drafts  from  this  institution. 

16th,  That  he  discontinued  the  practice  of  requiring  any  of  the 
paper  of  the  customers  of  this  institution,  payable  at  any  pface 
other  than  the  counter  of  this  institution,  the  latter  part  of  Septem* 
ter  last,  but  that  in  a  few  instances  since  that  time,  notes  have 
been  discounted  payable  at  other  banks,  at  the  request  of  the  cus- 
tomer, and  which  it  is  expected  will  be  met  there  without  any 
drafts  from  this  institution,  and  which  were  not  discounted  with 
the  expectation  or  belief  that  a  draft  would  be  applied  for,  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  the  payment  of  such  note  or  notes;  except  in 
one  instance,  of  a  note  of  9175  payable  in  Albany,  presented  by  an 
individual  who  with  his  endorsers  resided  nearly  forty  miles  from 
this  institution,  and  which  would  not  have  been  done,  if  it  would 
not  have  very  much  incommoded  the  presenter  to  have  procured 
a  new  note.     This  was  in  October  last. 

17th,  That  he  has,  as  an  officer  of  this  institution,  been  admon- 
ished and  advised  by  some  of  the  heaviest  stockholders  and  by  the 
Bank  Commissioners,  that  the  business  of  requiring  paper  payable 
at  a  distant  place,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  oank  to  sell  a 
draft  to  take  up  said  paper,  was  improper  and  should  be  discon- 
tinued, and  it  has  been  discontinued  as  above  mentioned.  That 
during  the  summer  past,  there  has  been  much  discussion  in  this 
place  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  practice,  and  on  mature  reflection 
it  was  determined  to  discontinue  it,  though  at  the  sacrifice  of  the 
^i  ^'^^.^bili^y  of  this  institution  to  afford  to  its  customers  the  amount 
of  facilities  which,  with  the  former  practice,  it  was  enabled  to  do. 
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lath.  That  he  fats  imTer  ined  the  fmdf  of  this  inscilatioti,  or 
fpeocured  money  from  it,  or  from  anjr  other  institution  or  souroe, 
with  whioh  he  has  for  his  private  benefit,  purchased  paper  at  a 
discount  beyond  the  legal  rate  of  interest,  nor  has  he  ever  por- 
tihased  any  note  or  notes  or  paper^  at  any  rate  of  interest,  or  in 
any  manner  since  he  has  had  charge  of  this  institation,  nor  has  he 
«ver  eharged,  exacted,  or  received,  of  any  individual  to  whom  he, 
ia  his  private  o^[>acity,  has  lent  m<Hiey,  more  than  the  legal  rate  of 
ioiierest 

laih,  That  the  number  of  notes  or  drafts  received  and  disooual^ 
ed  by  Ibis  ioatitotkHi  within  the  ninety  days  next  preceding  J€nu» 
sury  1st,  1885,  which  are  payable  at  Albany  or  New- York,  is  nine 
notes,  amonaling  to  #6,721,  which  are  a  part  of  those  described  in 
tlie  answer  above  to  the  18th  interrogatory. 

aeth,  No. 

21st,  No;  but  states  at  the  eame  time  that  it  is  ffenerally  under* 
stood,  he  believes,  on  the  part  of  the  oustomem,  wat  the  notes  of 
ether  hanks,  whose  pap^  is  at  par,  is  desiraUe  to  this  institn* 
tios  in  payment  for  debts  due  to  it  or  for  exchange,  prefering  that 
its  own  paper  be  kept  in  circulation. 

SSd,  That  more  than  a  year  since,  in  a  few  instances,  notes 
were  preaented  for  discount,  and  rejected  for  want  of  satisfactory 
knowledge  of  the  names  on  the  paper  or  of  their  responsibility, 
and  again  presented  by  a  third  person  with  additional  endorsement 
and  then  discounted.  That  these  instances  were  few,  and  that 
more  Uiaa  a  year  since  the  subject  was  discussed  by  the  board, 
and  it  was  determined  in  no  instance  to  discount  any  paper,  whioh 
had  been  presented  and  rejected,  and  then  represented  by  a  third 

Crson,  nor  to  discount  any  paper  which  had  been  discounted,  or 
Hgbt  by  any  broker,  or  any  other  person  previous  to  or  after 
a  presentation  to  the  bank;  and  this  determination  has  never  been 
departed  irom  to  his  knowledge,  and  he  has  been  very  careful  to 
prevent  any  such  paper  being  done  for  any  person ;  nor  has  any 
officer  of  this  institution  participated,  dif  ectly  or  indirectly,  in  the 
proits  ci  any  endorsemmit  or  brokerage  of  any  such  paper,  or  any 
r  preaeiited  at  this  institution  and  discounted,  to  his  know« 


d8d.  Not  to  his  knowledge. 

lMth»No. 

36th,  That  about  One  year  since,  one  of  the  customers  of  this 

ttitution,  presented  business  notes  to  the  amount  of  about  $40^, 
said  if  the  paper  was  discounted,  he  would  take  the  proceeds 
Bft  oncurrent  money,  principally  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  and  which 
he^  this  respondent,  supposed  was  to  go  down  the  river  in  the  lum>' 
ber  business;  said  paper  was  discounted,  and  said  customer  received 
tbe  money  at  par;  that  the  discoimt  on  the  said  paper  was  from  one 
U>  two  percent  at  the  counter  of  this  institution,  and  had  been  re- 
oei  ved  at  those  rates,  and  was  at  par  for  all  commercial  business  in 
ihisi  village.  The  above  is  the  only  instance,  to  the  recollection  or 
bali^  of  this  respondent,  where  such  funds  have  been  paid  out  to 
customers  on  discounting  paper  for  them«    That  the  uncurrent 
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mcmey  reoeiTed  by  this  iot  titntioDt  has  been  genenlly  dispMed  of 
in  Buffalo,  at  a  lew  equivalent  to  the  interest  on  the  ram  for  aboot 
twenty  days,  though  lometimes  at  a  greater  Ion;  that  bat  Utile 
iuBcurrent  fnnda  are  received  at  this  institution. 

36th,  That  he  has  had  no  intention,  by  any  course  adopted  or 
practised  by  this  institution,  of  receiving  more  than  the  I^al  rate 
of  interest  on  paper  discounted  by  this  institution.  That  the  prac- 
tices alluded  to  in  the  above  mentioned  interrogatories,  have  been, 
or  were  intended  to  be  fully  disclosed  in  these  answers;  and  the 
means  resorted  to  by  this  institution  have  been,  or  were  intended 
to  be  fully  disclosed;  and  whether  such  practices  and  course  of  bu- 
siness have  involved  this  institution  in  any  usurous  transactions  is 
most  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Honorable  the  Legislature.  Nor 
is  this  respondent  aware  that  any  of  the  officers  of  this  institution 
intended  by  the  practices  or  course  of  business  pursued,  to  obtain 
or  receive  any  more  than  the  legal  rate  of  interest. 

Having  answered  the  said  interrogatories,  this  respondent  throws 
himself  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  conmiittee  or  Legislature  for 
leave  to  make  a  few  explanatory  remarks,  trusting  that  they  will 
not  be  deemed  officious.  The  practice  of  requiring  a  portion  of 
the  paper  of  the  customers  of  this  institution  to  be  made  payable 
in  Albany  originated,  in  a  great  measure,  from  an  inability,  in  the 
said  institution,  to  afibrd  the  amount  of  facilities  which  were  re- 
quired by  its  customers,  to  carry  on  their  extensive  lumbering  ope- 
rations. It  has  been  extremely  difficult  to  realize  the  avails  of  the 
lumber  run  to  the  markets  on  the  AUenny  and  Ohio  rivers  short 
of  a  year,  and  large  banking  facilities  nave  been  required  by  those 
engaged  in  such  business.  By  discounting  a  portion  of  their  pa- 
per, payable  in  Albany,  this  institution  has  been  enabled  to  pro- 
cure a  portion  of  such  paper  to  be  re-disconnted  at  Albany,  and 
thereby  relieve  itself,  and  afford  further  facilities  to  its  customers, 
which  it  would  have  otherwise  been  unable  to  have  rendered.  It 
has  noi  been  the  practice  of  this  institution  to  require  the  first  note 
of  a  customer  to  be  made  payable  at  any  other  place  than  at  its 
own  counter;  but  such  requirements,  when  made,  have  been  usu- 
ally on  applications  for  discounts,  to  enable  the  customer  to  pay 
up  previously  discounted  paper,  which  he  had  failed  to  pay,  with- 
out any  understanding  that  ne  should  be  favored  with  a  renewal. 

Thus,  when  this  institution  has  been  desirous  of  relieving  itself, 
and  keeping  within  prudent  limits,  this  respondent  has  been  ena- 
bled to  procure  a  portion  of  said  notes,  payable  at  Albany,  to  be 
discounted,  thereby  saving  to  its  customers  the  trouble  and  expense 
of  making  long  journies  to  other  institutions,  where  perhaps  they  and 
their  responsibility  would  be  unknown,  for  the  put  pose  of  procur- 
ing the  necessary  facilities  for  carrying  on  their  business.  That 
the  customers  of  this  institution  engaged  in  the  lumbering  trade, 
though  perfectly  responsible,  generally  require  large  sums  and  un- 
usually long  credits;  and  that  this  institution  has,  in  fiict,  borrow- 
ed, on  its  own  responsibility,  money,  and  accommodated  its  custo- 
mers with  it  in  the  season  of  running  their  lumber  to  mariLoV  ^t 
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the  same  rate  which  was  paid  for  it  by  this  institution.     AH  which 
is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  D.  PATCHIN,  Cashier. 

Sworn  and  subscibed,  this  6th 
day  of  Februraiy,  1835, 
fore  me. 

Joseph  Wait,  Commissioner  of  Deeds. 

And  I  certify  that  the  president 
of  this  institution  is  now  ab- 
sent,  and  has  been  for  more 
than  two  weeks. 

J.  Wait. 


BANK  OP  ROCHESTER. 

Bank  op  Rochbsteb,  ) 
February.  12,  1885.  \ 
To  John  Wilkinson,  CAotman,  ^. 

Sir — ^I  have  received  yours  of  the  81st  ult  with  a  copy  of  the 
interrogatories,  and  now  answer  them  as  you  requested. 

To  the  1st  interrogatory,  I  state,  that  on  discounts  for  produce 
dealers,  (I  include  purchasers,  shippers  and  commission  merchants) 
which  form  a  great  part  of  our  business,  we  usually  expect  and  re- 
qoir^  and  they  are  willing  to  make  their  paper  payable  in  New* 
York  and  Albany,  where  their  produce  is  sold;  except  these  and 
soch  discounts  as  are  noted  in  the  answer  to  the  3d  interrogatory, 
I  do  not  recollect  any  instances  where  it  has  been  required  during 
the  year  1838  and  1884. 

Sd,  In  the  winter  season,  produce  dealers  often  wish  to  make 
their  paper  payable  here,  on  short  time,  and  renew  it  payable  in 
New- York  when  the  navigation  opens.  This  we  usually  do,  if  de- 
ilred;  but  in  times  of  panic  and  pressure  in  the  money  market,  we 
frequently  refuse,  and  require  them  at  first  to  make  it  payable 
there,  at  such  time  as  will  enable  them  to  get  their  produce  to 
market — ^we  prefer  longer  paper  in  this  way,  as  we  can  get  it  re-dis- 
counted if  we  need  die  funds.  With  these,  and  the  exceptions  \ 
Doted  in  the  answer  to  the  3d  interrogatory,  I  do  not  recollect  any  J 
luch  refusal  in  the  years  1838  and  1884.  -"^ 

8d,  In  Jan.,  Feb.  and  March,  1888,  we  disc  6  notes,  amt  98,760 

April,  May  and  June,  '^  ^ 

July,  August  and  September,        *'  ** 

October,  November  and  Decem.  *'  ^ 

January,  February  and  March,  1684,  *^ 

April,  May  and  June,  "  '* 

On  1st  July,  "  " 

which  are  all  of  the  description  alluded  to  in  tho  years  1888  and 
1884.    Of  these  notes,  only  two  were  new  discounts.    The  others 


4 

«< 

8,900 

6 

it 

8,086 

8 

I* 

1,800 

8 

<c 

2,b00 

7 

C( 

0,960 

1 

(( 

1,600 

weM  aid  debit  whieb  we  reqvived  the  debtors  to  fiiaka  F^7>Ue  io 
New- York,  to  induce  them  to  pay  up,  which  w#  feuod  diffieuit  to 
do,  if  made  payable  here.  The  two  exceptions  were  diaooiinted  in 
panic  times  last  April,  when  we  desired  to  have  some  paper  paya- 
ple  in  New-York,  to  raise  money  aponi  if  necessary. 

4th,  No  other  than  the  paper  mentioned  in  the  answer  to  thedd 
intersogatory,  and  we  always  wished  it  paid  up  without  renewal. 

5th,  It  has  not. 

6th,  It  has,  in  the  instances  menlioMd  in  the  answer  to  the  8d 
intencQgtttory,  and  occasionally  to  take  up  legitimate  business  pa- 
per,  which,  for  various  causes,  may  not  have  been  provided  for  as 
was  expected.    These  causes  were  ffenerally  as  follows,  vis: 

Dealers  in  produce  sometimes  sell  here  before  the  property  is 
shipped; 

The  amount  is  not  always  suffieieat  to  pay  up  their  pa^r; 

The  property  is  sometimes  stopped  by  sudden  closing  of  the  nt- 
vimtion; 

They  may  wisb  to  hold  oa  ia  New- York,  after  the  maturity  of 
their  paper,  and  to  put  their  commission-house  there  in  funds,  as 
was  tne  case  extensively  last  winter  during  the  panic. 

For  these  and  other  reasons,  they  require  new  discouat^  and  boy 
drafts  to  remit. 

7  thy  Only  in  the  instances  referred  to  in  the  answer  to  the  8d 
and  6th  interrogatories. 

dth,  $4,862.86. 

9th,  0694. 

10th,  Thirty-Slit. 

1 1  th.  Only  in  the  instances  menti<Hied  in  the  answers  to  the  Sd 
and  6th  interrogatories. 

12th,  It  has  been  our  invariable  rule,  and  I  befiere  It  was  ao  in 
all  banks  formerly. 

18th  and  14th,  No  answer  required. 

iSth,  Since  I  have  been  the  financial  officer,  (1st  July,  1829,) 
the  bank  has  always  refused  to  make  new  discounts  on  paper  pay- 
able in  New- York,  with  an  expectation  or  wish  to  have  them  re- 
hewed  from  time  to  time,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  drafts. 

16th,  The  last  paper  was  Ist  July,  1884. 

17th,  Not  as  I  recollect. 

18th,  I  have  not. 

I#th,  One  hundred  and  fifty-cme. 

ftOth,  It  has  not. 

21  St,  It  has  not  been  required,  diough  I  frequently  r^uesl  it,  as 
It  ke^s  up  our  eirouhttion. 

22d,  Not  to  my  recollection  or  knowledge^ 

28d,  24th,  25th  and  26th,  I  answer  in  the'Mgatit^. 

1  have  gone  back  in  my  examination  n^  frrther  tba&  January 
1st,  1883.  I  do  not  think  that  in  previoas  yeaofs  there  would  be 
any  great  difierenoe. 

The  foregoing  answers  and  statements  are  made,  tSter  an  et- 
amina(tkm  of  the  book$  of  the  baak,  froea  my  own  toowMge  and 
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infoimatioiiy  which  I  beliere  to  be  tnidy  and  I  have  no  doubt  they 
are  sabetantially  correct 

JAMES  SEYMOUR,  Cashirr. 

Before  me,  this  14th  day  of  February,  1835,  came  James  Sey- 
mour, the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Rochester,  who  being  duly 
sworn,  says,  that  the  foregoing  statements  and  answers  are  true, 
nccording  u>  his  knowledge  and  beUe£ 

Isaac  Hills, 
fiecorder  of  Roch^fer* 


\ 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  230. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


Febraary  26,  1835. 


msmBaamaaeaBBsa^agBss/m 

REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  grievances,  on  the  petition  of 

Samuel  Trobridge. 

Mn  Adams,  from  the  committee  od  grioTanoet,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  Trobridge,  asking  for  the  passage 
of  a  law  to  restora  to  him  •10.64,  a  tax  which  he  alleges  was  paid 
by  mistake, 

REPORTED: 

The  petitioner  alleges  that  in  1833,  the.  assessors  of  the  town 
of  Bombay,  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  in  making  out  their  list  of 
debts  due  to  persons  not  residing  in  this  state,  assessed  him  as  a 
debtor  of  Robert  Oliver,  in  the  sum  of  910 .04;  that  he  did  not 
then,  does  not  now,  nor  has  he  at  any  time  purchased  any  real 
estate  from  the  said  Oliver,  or  owed  him  any  such  sum  of  money 
for  the  purchase  of  real  estate;  that  he,  in  ignorance  of  the  law, 
and  of  his  rights,  upon  the  request  of  the  collector  paid  this  tax, 
which  he  has  since  ascertained  to  have  been  wrongfully  assessed 
upon,  and  collected  from  him. 

Tour  committee  find  annexed  to  this  petition,  two  certificates, 
one  by  John  Moore,  collector,  and  the  other  by  William  Hogan. 
Mr.  Moore  certifies  that  on  the  13th  of  February,  1834,  he  re* 
oeived  from  Samuel  Trobridge,  the  sum  of  $10.64,  being  the 
amount  of  taxes  assessed  in  the  name  of  Robert  Oliver,  as  a  non- 
resident, creditor  of  Samuel  Trobridge.  Mr.  Hogan  certifies  that 
be  was  the  agent  of  Oliver  at  the  time  of  the  assessment;    that 
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Trobridge  was  not  legally  indebted  on  the  Itt  of  Jan.  1888,  nor 
during  that  year,  in  any  monies  as  the  consideration  for  the  pqr- 
ehase  of  real  estate  from  Oliver;  that  the  land,  upon  which  the 
tax  complained  of  was  assessed,  was  conveyed  by  deed,  by  Oliver^ 
to  John  Diggins  in  1881;  who  in  1833,  and  before  the  assessors  of 
that  year  made  up  the  assessment  roll,  conveyed  the  land  to  the 
petitioner,  as  he  was  informed  and  believed. 


Thos  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  petitioner  alleges  that  he  was 
sessed  as  the  debtor  of  Oliver,  and  denies  that  he  owed  Oliver  any 
money  for  the  purchase  of  real  estate.  Moore  certifies,  that  the 
assessment  was  in  the  name  of  Oliver,  as  the  creditor  of  Tro- 
bridge. And  Hogan  certifies,  that  the  land  upon  which  the  tax 
complained  of,  was  assessed,  at  the  time  of  the  assessment,  be* 
longed  to  the  petitioner. 

N 

If  the  petitioner  was  assessed  as  the  debtor  to  Oliver,  when  he 
was  not,  or  the  assessment  was  in  the  name  of  Oliver;  in  either 
ease,  the  payment  of  the  tax  was  voluntary.  And  if  the  petition- 
er desired  any  relief,  the  board  of  supervisors  might  have  set  the 
natter  right  But  as  Hogan  certifies,  when  the  assessment  Was 
made,  the  petitioner  owned  the  land,  he  was  therefore,  the  person 
properly  liable  to  pay  the  tax,  and  if  there  was  any  irregularity 
in  the  assessment,  it  was  merely  in  form,  and  could  in  no  wise 
have  injured  the  petitioner. 

In  every  view,  therefore,  your  committee  are  decidedly  of  the 
opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  denied. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  231. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  24,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  claims,  on  the  petition  of  Josej^ 

Menard. 

Mr.  li.  H.  Sibley,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Menard  for  a  grant  of  land  in  right 
of  his  iather,  Antoine  Menard,  as  a  Canadian  refugee, 

REPORTED: 

Ani<Hne  Menard,  the  father  of  the  petitioner,  was  a  Canadian 
refugee,  a  resident  of  Lower  Canada  at  the  commencement  of  the 
revolutionary  war.  He  joined  the  American  army  under  General 
Montgomery,  soon  after  its  invasion  of  that  Province;  raised, 
in  virtue  of  a  commission,  duly  issued  to  him  for  such  purpose,  a 
company  of  Canadian  volunteers,  with  which  he  joined  Col.  James 
Livingston's  regiment;  was  present  at  the  assault  on  Quebec;  re* 
treated  with  our  army  after  that  assault,  and  continued  in  our  ser- 
vice, as  a  captain,  until  the  autumn  of  1776,  when  he  died  at  Al- 
bany. 

These  facts  have  been  ascertained  by  your  committee  from  the 
careful  inspection  of  a  mass  of  documentary  evidence,  taken,  from 
time  to  time,  between  I'^'QS  and  1833;  and  although  the^  documents 
present  some  irreconciliable  inconsistencies,  yet,  your  commitCee 
have  become  entirely  satisfied  that  Menard  rendered  services  as 
above  stated.  And,  in  virtue  of  these  services,  the  petitioner,  as  bis 
son  and  only  surviving  heir,  asks  a  grant  of  800  acres  of  bounty  land; 
claiming  that  his  father  came  within  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of 

[Assem.  No.  281.]  1 


Aif  State,  pamed  Ilth  Majr,  1784,  grantuig  bount  j  land*  to  Cana- 
dian refugees. 

Thitcase  of  Menard  is  not  within  the  terms  of  that  law,  the 
14th  section  of  which  provides  that  no  grant  shaU  be  made  to  socb 
refugee  unless  satisfactory  proof  shall  be  first  addyced  that  he  left 
Canada  before  the  1st  NoTember,  1782,  and  *^  retided  uriikm  tkU 
State  for  fw&  years  next  preceding  the  day  last  aforesaid J^ 

But,  although  not  within  the  express  terms  of  the  act,  his  servi- 
ces and  sacrifices  entitled  his  descendants  to  the  bounty  of  the  State, 
and  it  has  not  been  unmindful  of  these  claims;  for  by  examihar 
tion  of  the  files  and  documents  of  the  Legislature  and  of  the  laws 
of  the  State,  your  committee  find  that  in  the  year  1808  the  pre- 
sent claimant  presented  his  petition  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
founded  on  the  same  facts,  sustained  by  a  part  of  the  same  proofs 
and  asking  for  like  legislation,  as  the  present  petition.  The  peti- 
tion of  1808  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  claims,  which  made 
a  report  conceding  atl  the  services  of  Menard,  which,  in  their 
judgment,  brought  him  within  the  act  of  llth  May^  1784,  and  re- 
commended that  legislative  bounty  be  extended  to  bis  heirs.  (See 
pages  94  and  100  of  the  journals  of  that  year,  and  the  files  of  the 
House.)  * 

In  pursuance  of  this  recommendation  a  law  was  passed  directing 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office  to  grant  letters  patent,  in 
fee,  to  the  heirs  of  Menard,  (under  the  name  of  Anthony  Maynard,) 
a  Canadian  refugee,  for  200  acres  of  land,  '*  in  satisfaction  of  his 
claim  upon  the  State,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  llth  May,  1784.  (See 
laws  1808,  page  834.) 

By  the  records  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  your  com* 
mittee  have  asoertahied  that,  on  the  third  day  of  May,  1808,  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Land-Oflice  directed  the.  Surveyor-General 
to  survey  200  acres  of  land,  to  be  granted  to  the  heirs  of  Menard, 
pursuant  to  said  act,  whenever  the  Attorney-General  should  report 
to  the  said  Commissioners  the  names  of  the  said  heirs. 

On  the  &th  March,  1816,  Benjamin  Mooers  made  application  to 
the  board  for  a  grant  of  the  said  200  acres,  on  the  ground  that  he 
was  the  assignee  of  the  said  heirs. 

On  the  80th  March,  1816,  the  Attomey-Gieneral  reported,  that 
the  heirs  of  the  said  Maynard,  were  Joseph  Maynard,  Marrian 


No.  33L]  S 

PrevQirt  and  Mary  Miller,  or  Mary  Mennieri  and  that  they  had  all 
assigned  their  rights  in  the  said  land  to  the  said  Benjamin  Mooers. 
Letters  patent^  were  accordingly  isstied  to  Mr.  Mooers,  for  the 
aaid  200  acres  of  land 

There  is  not  the  least  doubt,  that  Anthony  Maynard,  mentioned 
in  the  law  of  1808,  and  Antoine  Menard,  mentioned  in  the  present 
petition,  are  identknl;  nor  but  that  Joseph  Maynard,  who  peti* 
tioned  in  1808,  and  the  present  petitioner,  are  one  and  the  same 
person.  The  documentary  evidence  before  the  committee,  estab- 
lish these  hciB  most  satisfactorily. 

It  seems  to  your  committee  then,  that  this  is  a  case,  upon  which 
full  legislative  action  has  been  had;  that  the  law  of  1808  covers 
the  whole  ground,  (though  not  as  many  acres  as  the  petitioner  de* 
sires  to  possess). '  That  law,  in  express  terms,  grants  200  acres  in 
full  satisfactum  of  the  very  claim  now  set  up.  This  grant  was 
accepted  by  the  petitioner,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
extinguished  all  claims  on  the  part  of  the  heirs  of  Antoine  Menard, 
founded  on  his  public  services. 

It  may  be  proper,  in  order  to  prevent  future  misapprehension,  to 
observe,  that  the  committee  on  claims  of  1881,  to  which  this  peti* 
tion  was  referred,  reported  unfavorably,  principally  on  the  ground, 
that  that  600  acres  of  land  had  been  granted  to  Antoine  Menard, 
a  Canadian  refugee,  as  a  private  in  Col.  Hazen's  regiment.  (See 
Assem.  Doc  of  that  year.  No.  181.) 

Your  committee  are  satisfied,  (indeed,  a  careful  examination  of 
all  the  documents,  do  not  leave  it  at  all  questionable,)  that  Antoine 
Menard  and  the*  father  of  the  petitioner,  were  different  persons,' 
although  bearing  the  same  name.  The  former  being  a  private 
in  Col.  Hazen*s  regiment,  and  the  latter  a  captain  in  Col.  Liv- 
ingston's. 

Your  committee  have  instructed  the  chairman,  to  ask  leave  to 
introduce  the  following  resolution : 

Muohed^  That  the  petition  of  Joseph  Menard,  for  a  grant  of 
land  in  the  right  of  his  father,  Antoine  Menard,  a  Canadian  refu- 
gee,  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  233. 


A' 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  26,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  for  the  incor- 
poration of  a  company  by  the  name  of  the  <<  Roches- 
ter Water  Works.'* 

Mr.  D.  Sibley,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Rochester^ 
praying  for  the  incorporation  of  a  company  by  the  name  of  the 
"  Rochester  Water  Works," 

REPORTED: 

That  it  is  stated  in  said  petition,  and  known  to  some  of  yoar 
committee  to  be  true,  that  a  valuable  spring  is  so  situated  upon  the 
high  grounds  at  the  south  part  of  said  city,  that  the  water  may  be 
brought  to  the  most  populous  and  compact  part  of  the  city  by  con- 
duit  pipes,  and  that  it  would  be  of  essential  benefit  to  the  inhabi* 
tanU  thereof,  not  only  for  culinary  purposes,  but  might  also  be 
used  for  the  supply  of  reservoirs  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires; 
and  to  enable  proposed  company  to  carry  into  effect  the  above  de- 
sirable objects,  your  committee  have  prepared  a  bill,  and  respect- 
fully ask  leave  to  introduce  the  same. 
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STATE  OF  IjnEW-YORK. 


No.  334. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  25, 1835, 


REPORT 

Of  the  Attorney-General,  on  the  petition  of  Samuel 

Kelly  and  others. 

JiOtuty,  Fd).  24,  )S85.        ) 
To  ike  BpetJitr  of  the  Jteeembfy. 


In  parraanoe  of  a  reference  from  the  Awmnblj,  I  ■obmit 
iMrewith  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Swnaei  Kelly  «nd  othen. 

Very  respectfully, 

Year  obedient  servant, 

GREENE  C.  BR0N80N. 
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REPORT. 


The  Attorney-GeoeTal,  to  whotia  was  retefrtd  by  the  Atsendfty, 
the  petition  of  Samuel  Kelly,  Joseph  Cole,  James  Canrer,  Enoeh 
Crosby,  Joseph  Crane,  Nathaniel  Crane  and  Stephen  Fields  r»> 
spectfolly  submits  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  petitioners  represent  that  they  were  defendants  in  the  suits 
brought  by  John  Jacob  Astor,  to  recover  lands  in  the  county  of  Put- 
saoii  which  were  defended  by  the  State;  that  it  was  deemed  impoff* 
tant  by  the  Attomey-Geneialy  and  the  other  counsel  for  the  State^ 
that  the  defendants  should  attend  the  trials,  and  they  attended  ao^ 
cordingly.  They  ask  ^^  some  reasonable  remuneration  fos  the  tuno» 
trouble,  expense  and  loss,  employed  and  sustained  by  them,  in  going 
to,  attending  at,  and  returning  from  the  said  trials  in  Ne  w^York.  In 
determining  what  this  compensation  ou|^t  to  be,  your  petitioneie 
are  free  to  state  that  it  sometimes  happened  that  some  or  all  of 
the  dafonsbnti  were  material  witnesses  for  the  defence  of  one  or 
note  of  the  other  defendants,  and  were  subpmnaed  to  attend  as  wi^ 
nesses,  and  received  the  ordinary  fees  of  witnesses,  but  received 
only  single  witness  fees,  or  fees  only  in  one  suit,  although  subpos* 
mod  in  mofo  than  one  of  the  pending  suits."  An  aflMavit  of  each 
of  the  petitioners  is  subjoined  to  the  petition,  stating  when,  and 
how  I019  he  attended,  and  on  what  occasion  he  received  fees  as  a 
uritness,  but  without  specifying  the  rate  or  amount  of  such  oom^- 
pensation. 

Aocompanyittg  the  petition  is  an  engrossed  bill,  which  passed  the 
Assembly  at  the  last  session,  directing  the  Comptroller  *'  to  audit 
the  accoonts"  of  the  petitioners,  and  allow  to  each  ''  one  dollar 
per  day  for  each  day  spent  by  them,  in  going  to,  attending  at,  and 
jretuming  from  the  trials  of  said  suits,  together  with  their  reasona* 
ble  and  necessary  expenses,  dedueting  therefrom  all  such  sums  of 
money  as  either  of  them  shall  have  received,  as  witoeasea  upon  the 
trial  of  said  causes." 


4  £A 

.  Mr.  Afltor  craTmed  a  large  tract  of  land  ia  the  eoimty  of  Put- 
nam, which  was  held  under  grants^  from  the  people  of  this  States- 
Whea  suits  were  commenced  for  the  recovery  of  the  kuidy  an  ar- 
rangement-was made  between  the  State  and  the  claimant  that  the 
right  should  be  determined  by  tlie  final  decision  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States,  in  three  oat  of  the  five  suits  whicb 
might  be  selected  for  that  purpose.  The  State  immediately  as- 
sumed the  defence  of  the  suits,  and  has  paid  all  the  expenses  of  the 
litigation,  unlesa  the  petitioners  have  an  equitable  claim  to  relief* 

The  five  suits  selected  for  trial,  were  brought  against  the  peti- 
tbners,  Kelly,  Carver,  Crosby,  and  Joseph  and  Nathaniel  Crane* 
Each  suit  was  several  times  noticed  for  trial;  three  of  them  were 
finally  decided  in  favor  of  the  daimani,  and  the  State  has  paid  the 
stipulated  sum  for  a  release  of  his  title* 

It  was*  deemed  important  that  the  defendants  should  be  pre- 
sent at  the  trials,  and  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  their  attendance, 
and  providing  an  indemnity  for  their  time  and  expenses,  each  of 
the  defendants  was  subpo&naed  as  a  witness  in  some  one  of  the 
suits.  The  fees  of  a  witness  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States,  are  $1 .25  per  day  for  attendance,  and  the  like  sum  for 
every  thirty  miles  travel  in  going  to,  and  returning  from  coart — 
At  this  rate  the  petitioners  were  paid. 

la  the  course  of  the  trials,  it  was  satisfactorily  ascertained  that 
iome  of  the  %  defendants  were  subpoenaed  as  witnesses,  and  paid 
fees  by  the  claimant^  and  in  such  cases  npthing  was  paid  them  on 
the  part  of  the  StaTte.  With  this  exception,  it  is  believed  that  each 
of  the  defendants  has  been  paid  by  the  State  for  all  his  attendance 
and  travel,  at  the  rate  of  $1.2&  per  day*  This,  however,  is  a 
point  on  which  the  Attorney-General  cannot,,  at  t&is  late  day, 
speak  with  entire  confidence.    . 

What  has  been  said  concerning  the  pay  of  the  defendants,  re- 
lates to  the  trials  which  took  place  in  1829  and  1880.  But  it  is 
understood  that  a  similar  course  was  pursued  when  the  suits  were 
in  charge  of  the  late  Attorney-General ;  and  it  appears  from 
vouchers  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  that  four  of  the  petitioners 
were  paid  witness  fees  by  the  State,  in  1827,  as  follows: — ^Joseph 
Cole,  $26.26,  James  Carver,  988 .50,  Joseph  Crane,  •44.26,  and 
Enoch  CfMby,  •8.60. 
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The  defendants  were  told  by  the  Attorney-General,  that  he  did 
not  feel  authorized  to  do  more  than  allow  them  pay  as  witnesses, 
and  he  may  have  added,  that  if  they  required  further  compensa- 
tion, it  could  only  be  obtained  by  applying  to  the  Legislature;  but 
he  did  not,  by  any  thing  that  was  said,  intend  to  encourage  such 
an  application,  nor  to  express  the  opinion  that  any  thing  beyond 
ivhat  they  received  was  due  from  ''  the  justice  of  the  State."  It 
is  undoubted>y  true,  as  they  remark,  that  the  burden  of  the  de- 
fence fell  more  heavily  upon  them  than  upon  the  other  owners  of 
land  io  the  same  situation,  for  the  reason  that  five  of  th^m  were 
lelected  as  defendants  in  the  suits  which  were  to  determine  the 
whole  controversy.  But  their' selection  was  the  act  of  the  claim- 
ant-Hiof  of  the  State  :^  and  although  they  have  probably  suffered 
tome  loss  in  consequence  of  a  defect  in  the  title  which  they  acqui- 
red from  the  State,  their  present  condition  is  far  more  advanta- 
geous than  it  would  have  been,  had  they  purchased  from  an  indi- 
vidual. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

GREENE  C.  BRONSON, 

Jitfy-GeneroL 
Mmy,  rtb.  34,  1885. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  235. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  27,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  Obadiah 

Jackflon.   * 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Obadiah  Jackson,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law 
authomiog  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office  to  grant  to  him 
certain  lands  for  the  purpose  of  docking  in  the  East  River  at 
Brooklyn^ 

REPORTED: 

The  petitioner  represents,  that  he  is  the  owner  of  two  several 
lots  of  land  lying  adjoining  the  East  River,  in  the  city  of  Brook- 
lyn, in  the  county  of  Kings;  which  lots  are  designated  by  letters 
A.  and  B.  on  a  map  made  by  Isaac  T.  Ludlam,  one  of  the  city 
lorveyors  of  the  said  city  of  Brooklyn,  and  which  is  annexed  to 
iiis  petition. 

The  petitioned  further  represents,  that  the  population  and  com- 
merce of  the  cities  of  New- York  and  Brooklyn  have,  of  late  years, 
greatly  increased,  and  are  rapidly  increasing,  and  that  additional 
docks  and  wharves  are  essentially  required  for  the  accommodation 
wd  wants  of  the  community:  And  that  the  wharves  which  he  is 
desirous  of  obtaining  the  right  to  make  will  be  of  great  public  be- 
nefit, as  well  OS  advantage  to  himself. 

Your  committee  find  that  the  matter  set  forth  in  the  petition,  of 
which  the  above  is  a  brief  extract,  are  fully  sustained  by  the  affida- 
^ta  of  the  petitioner,  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  the  first 
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jadge  of  the  ooontjr  courts  of  Kings  coantjr,  the  snnreyor,  and 
several  other  respectable  citizens  of  Brooklyn,  to  which  petition, 
map  and  affidavits,  drawn  with  great  skill  and  exactness,  your 
committee  beg  leave  to  refer. 

Your  committee  can  but  consider,  from  the  evidence  befine 
them,  that  the  applicatioo  is  fer  a  power  to  make  a  necessary  snd 
merited  public  improvement,  and  that,  as  the  application  is  merely 
to  enpower  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office  to  make  the 
grant,  leaving  it  to  their  discretion  to  do  so  or  not,  as  they  maj 
deem  expedient,  there  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  no 
well  grounded  objection  to  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner. 
They  therefore  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  236, 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  26,  1835. 


-5B 


REPORT 

Of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office^  on  the  pe* 
tition  of  John  S.  Quackenboss  and  othei*s. 

The  Cornmissioners  of  \he  Land-Office,  on  the  petition  of  John 
S.  Quickenboss  and  others,  asking  of  the  Legislature  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  being  a  class  right  conveyed  to  their  deceased 
father,  lieutenant  Abraham  D.  Quackenboss,  by  a  class  in  CoL 
Fisher's  regiment  of  New- York  militia,  or  asking  an  equivalent  in 
iDoney, 

Respectfully  Report: 

That  on  the  17th  day  of  February,  1787,  William  Harper  de» 
posited  in  the  Surveyor-General's  office  five  certificates  of  bounty 
rights,  one  of  which  was  entered  ''  Lieut.  Quackenboss  300  acres." 
This  appears  to  have  been  a  conveyance  from  Nicholas  Quacken* 
boss  and  eight  others,  purporting  to  be  a  majority  of  the  members 
4  a  class  in  th^  regiment  of  militia,  commanded  by  Col.  Frederick 
Fisher,  having  under  the  act  entitled  ^^  An  act  for  raising  troops 
to  complete  the  line  of  this  State,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  two  regiments  to  be  raised  oh  bounties  of  unap* 
propriated  lands,  and  for  the  further  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this 
State,"  passed  23d  March,  1782,  had  delivered  an  able  bodied 
nan,  named  John  Ellis,  to  serve  for  said  class.  They,  on  the  10th 
^7  of  January,  1785,  transferred  to  Abraham  D.  Quackenboss  all 
*^ir  interest  in  the  said  bounty  right  in  land,  &c. 
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The  cerrtiiicstes  thus  depositeil,  inclading  Quackcnboss,  en- 
titled the  owaers  thereof  to ••••       1,300 

Two  other  certificates  were  deposited  by  WiHiam  Harper, 

said  to  be  for  Adam  Putiram,  on  the  5th  Jaly,  1785,. »»         40O 

And  in  January,  1787,  two  others  were  deposited  by  Har- 
per, for —  «..«••  ••• • 40O 

All  of  which  are  on  file  in  the  Surveyor-General's  ofiice, 

giving  a  total  of »••• «. »•••      2,100 

No  assignment  of  any  of  the  above  nine  class  rigbts  9^ppear  to 
have  been  made  to  William  Harper.  Yet  he  has  exercised  an 
ownership.  He  located  1 ,440  acres  at  the  Oswego  Falls,  and  di- 
rected the  patent  to  be  granted  to  Garrit  H.  Vanr  Wagoner  of  the 
city  of  New-York^  and,  on  the  2d  day  of  May,  1702,  a  patent  was 
issued,  conveying  1,440  acres  of  land.  Leaving,  unappropriated, 
and  unlocated,  the  balance,  660  acres. 

In  a  correspondence  of  the  Surveyor-General  with  Mr.  Wm. 
Harper,  as  to  the  di^osal  of  the  balance  <^  660  acres  due  him, 
the  following  answer  is  returned,  viz: 

"  SIR— 

"  Please  to  transfer  to  Robert  Wilson,  or  order,  the  above 
balance  of  class  rights,  which  appears  to' be  due  to  me  in  your 
ofl&ce,  and  this  shall  be  your  sufiicient  voucher. 

"  WM.  HARPER. 
**S.  De  Witt,  Surveyor- CreneraL" 

In  pursuance  of  which  Robert  Wilson,  by  a  letter  dated  2d  day 
of  January,  1796,  wrote,  from  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

"  In  consequence  of  locations  made  by  William  Harper,  esquire, 
and  he  transferring  them  to  me ;  and  in  consequence  of  a  location 
made  by  Teunis  Yischer,  and  he  transferring  it  to  ComeKut  Bar- 
ring, esquire,  and  Cornelius  Harring,  esquire,  to  me.'' 

''  SiMBON  De  Witt,  Surveyor' General  of  the  State  ofMw^Tork. 

''  Sir — I  make  application  for  and  locate  on  a  certain  tract  of 
land."  Giving  a  description  of  his  location  on^  the  west  branch  of 
Hudson  river,  &c.  ^bo  by  another  instrument,  on  file  in  the  Sar- 
vcyor-General's  office,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  viz: 
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*^^  Johnstown^  Jantuuy  30/A,  17M. 
"  SIR— 

*^  Please  to  transfer  my  location  to  Elbert  Haring;  he  will 
pay  you  the  nine  pounds  four  shillings,  and  also  pay  you  for  trans* 
ferring  of  the  same. 

''  I  am,  sir,  with  respect, 

"Yours,  tc 

"ROBT.  WILSON. 

**  To  Simeon  Db  Witt,  Surveyor' Genertd. 

'*  Signed  in  the  presence  of  witness,    ' 
«  John  G.  Wilson." 

Thus  it  appears  that  all  the  class  rights  deposited  in  the  Sur- 
veyor-General's office,  by  William  Harper,  were  satisfied  and  pa- 
tents therefore  granted. 

The  evidence  of  interest  in  those  class  rights,  respectively,  in 
William  Harper,  has  not  been  found;  nor  are  we  acquainted  with 
the  evidence  of  ownership  required  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Land-Office  at  that  time,  and  superadded  to  the  possession  of  the 
certificate. 

In  many  cases  it  appears  that  a  letter,  or  an  order,  directing 
such  transfers,  were  deemed  sufficient.  The  granting  of  the  pa- 
tents for  the  whole  of  those  class  rights  is  presumptive  of  such 
proof  having  been  produced. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  CAMPBELL, 
JOHN  A.  DIX, 
A.  C.  PLAGG. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  237, 


IN  A^EMBLY, 


January  30,  1835. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

■ 

Of  Scumiel  Saterlee  jan.  measurer-general  of  gnun  in 

Ihe  dty  of  New- York. 

Portaant  to  the  tenth  lection  of  the  act  regulatiag  the  meaiar* 
ing  of  grain  in  the  cKy  of  New-York,  passed  April  14th»  18M, 
the  measurer-general  respectfully  submits  to  the  honorable  the 
Legislature  the  annexed  report,  embracing  the  number  of  bushels 
of  grain,  of  diflerent  kinds,  measured  under  his  superintendence, 
in  each  roontb,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  81si  day  of  Decem* 
ber  last,  the  average  price  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  from 
^bat  place  skipped,  and  to  what  place  exported;  together  with  the 
amount  of  foes  received  by  himself  and  each  measurer  employed. 

SAMUEL  SATTERLEE,  Ja. 
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MEASURER'S  FEES. 

Jacob  Brinckerhoff; •1,074  58 

Lewis  Smith, 1,180  98 

Gilbert  Jenkins, 1,106  04 

Oliver  H.  Tompkins, 1,011  20 

Isaac  L.  Tompkins,  absent  about  five  veeks  during  the 

cholera, •••  ••* 795  65 

Cornelius  Timson^ •••••• 846  67 

John  Vredenburgh, 964  76 

John  G.  Ketchum, 988  71 

Ebenezer Briggs, . • • •  ••  958  23 

Thomas  Frost, « 885  53 

Robert  T.  Clark, 1,014  30 

James  Rogers, i  •  • 862  35 

Tobias  L.  Stoutenburgh, «•••••••••« 858  63 

Samuei  Clark, 874  51 

John  Wright, 846  09 

Samuel  Disbrow, 923  48 

Oliver  Holden,  jun 811  64 

Isaac  Sayrs,  absent  about  4  weeks  during  the  cholera,  701  74 

Edward  Webb, 927  66 

Joseph  Earle,  very  aged  and  infirm,  and  has  often  been 

confined  by  sickness, » • « •  • 471  90 


$18,054  72 

Abraham  Cole,  deputized, 25  50 

•18,080  22 


N.  B.     The  above  is  the  amount  each  measurer  has  received, 
after  deducting  expenses  of  striking,  measurer-general's  fees,  &c. 

Amount  of  fees  received  and  due  the  measurer-general,   §2,043  89 

Expenses,  office  rent, « •  •  • f  145  00 

Fuel,  stationary,  printing,  &c, •  •  •  •  •      48  00 

193  00 

•1,850  S9 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  238. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  28, 1835. 


ss=aa 


ANSWER 

Of  James  Porter,  Register  in  Chancery,  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Assembly,  of  the  10th  February. 

7b  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly. 
Sir-* 

I  was  duly  served  with  a  copy  of  the  resolution  which  passed 
the  Assembly  on  the  10th  inst.,  requiring  me  to  report  to  that  bo* 
dy,  on  or  before  the  first  of  March  next,  ^*  a  full  and  accurate  ac- 
count of  all  sums  of  money  received  and  charged  by  me,  as  Re- 
gister of  the  court  of  chancery,  for  official  services,  between  the 
first  day  of  January,  1634,  and  the  first  day  of  January,  1885, 

m 

At  the  time  this  resolution  was  adopted,  the  Chancellor  was 
holding  a  regular  term  of  his  court,  sitting  frequently  from  10  o'- 
clock in  the  morning,  until  9  o'clqck,  and  sometimes  later  in  the 
evening.  This  term,  which  required  my  constant  attendance,  did 
not  close  until  about  the  middle  of  last  week;  since  which,  I  have 
been  necessarily  engaged  most  of  my  time,  in  the  business  grow- 
ing out  of  the  term,  and  which  could  not,  wjthout  injury  to  suit- 
ors, be  delayed.  -  It  has  not,  therefore,  as  yet  been  in  my  power, 
to  make  much  progress  in  preparing  to  respond  to  the  resolution; 
and  on  Monday  next,  a  regular  term  of  the  Vice-Chancellor  of  the 
third  circuit  commences,  which  will  also  require  my  personal  at- 
tendance. 


It  will,  therefore,  be  impossible  to  examine  into  all  the 
of  my  office,  for  the  last  year,  by  the  first  of  March,  so  as  to  form 
[Assem.  No.  388.]  1 


fenjr  etttnmte  of  the  amomit  of  feet  reeeiTod  and  ckwrgpd  dnriog 
tbit  year.  And  even  after  the  most  fiill  investigation  in  my  pow* 
er  to  make^  I  can  only  give  an  tMHmaie ;  at  I  have  not  kept  an  ac^ 
eonnt  of  receipts^  and  ditburaementSi  that  will  enable  me  to  make 
any  thing  like  an  accurate  report  of  either,  aa  repaired  by  the  re* 
solution  of  the  Assembly..  I  shall,  however,  if  such  an  estimate  is 
desired  by  the  House,  pursue  the  investigation,  as  fast  as  I  can, 
consistent  with  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  and  at  the  ear* 
liest  day  in  my  power,  give  to  the  Assembly  all  the  informatioa 
required  by  the  resolution,  that  can,  under  existing  circumstancef, 
be  given;  and  must  ask  indulgence  for  the  necessary  time. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  PORTER. 


STATE  OP  NEW-YORK. 


No.  239. 


m  ASSEMBLY, 

February  28,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  lands,  on  the  petition  of  Charlei 

McLain. 

Mr.  Kingy  from  the  committee  on  public  landtY  to  whom  was 
referred  two  leveral  petitions  of  Charles  McLain,  with  the  report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office  on  one  of  the  same, 

REPORTED: 

That  they  have  given  the  subject  a  careful  examination,  and 
from  the  facts,  for  which  they  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Land-Office,  Assembly  Document  No«  152,  they 
can  discover  no  essential  difference  between  the  situation  of  Mr. 
McLain  and  that  of  others  who  have  purchased  land  from  the 
State,  except,  perhaps,  that  his  bargain  has  not  been  profitable  to 
him.  And  although  there  are  some  precedents  for  relief  in  cases 
of  indebtedness  for  land  account,  so  far  as  your  committee  are  in- 
formed, they  are  confined  to  cases  of  village  lands,  where  high  ap- 
praisals were  had  in  anticipation  of  the  sudden  growth  of  large 
▼illages,  and  consequent  business  facilities,  which  were  not  realiz- 
ed* And  although  your  committee  do  not  feel  authorized  to  ex- 
press any  opinion  of  the  cases  cited  as  precedents,  they  are  unani'^ 
mously  of  the  opinion,  that  the  principle  upon  which  relief  is 
granted  should  not,  in  the  present  case,  be  carried  beymd  them; 
end  they  submit  the  following  resolution; 

M€$ohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  two  several  petitions  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  McLain  be  denied. 

[Assem.  No*  SM.]  1 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  240. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


Febranry  28»  1835. 


ANSWER 

Of  James  Watson  Williams,  Clerk  in  Chancery,  for 
the  Fifth  Circuits  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Assembly  of  the  10th  February. 

Mtiea,  Februm^  27XA,  ISM- 
Hod.  Chaslss  Humpbket, 

Speaker  of  the  Jtttembly  : 

SIR, 

Herewith,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  meie  in  f&t* 
raance  of  a  resolation  of  the  Honorable  the  Asteafibly,  parted  the 

10th  inst 

With  much  respect,  your  tikft  sert't, 

JAMES  WATSON  WILUAMS, 

Cterk  in,  Chancery,  Fifth  CbtuU. 


nfrnf^ti^im 


TO  THE  HONORABLE  THE  ASSEMBLY  OP  THE  STATE 

OF  NEW^YORK. 

•  In  pursuance  of  a  resohition  of  year  honoriUe  body,  passed  the 
10th  instant,  the  uodersigiiedf  elerk  in  chancery  for  the  fifth  cir- 
€»it, 

RBaPBCTFVLLT  RVPORTS: 

I.  That  the  amount  charged  by  him  for  his  oQcial  serrices,  for 
the  period  specified  in  the  said  resolution,  esclusiTe  of  f(|ee  and 

[Assam.  No.  MO.]  1 
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commissions  paid  down  at  tho  time  of  rendering  the  services  for 
which sach  fees  and  commissions  were  chargeable,  is*.  #1,084  26 
The  amount  received  by  bim,  or  which  Jie  was  entitled 
to  receive  for  the  fees  and  commissions  above  excep- 
ted, is,  for  commissions  on  receipt,  disbursement  and 

investment  of  moneys, •  •  •  56  IS 

For  other  fees,  (of  which  he  has  kept  no  aceount, 
and  the  amount  of  which  he  is  unable  to  ascertain  ac- 
curately, and  is  therefore  obliged  to  estimate,)  not  to 
exceed, •••••• 35  00 

Total  amount  of  charges  and  receipts,  •  •  •  •  ^^ #1,165  44 

Of  the  above  amount,  he  has  received  the  said  sums  of 

•56.18and#25, #81  18 

And  on  account,  the  further  sum  of 173  76 

254  94 

So  that  there  now  remains  due  and  uncollected,  ••••••       (910  50 

2.  The  items  of  expenses  incurred  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties,  during  the  period  specified  in  the  said  resolution,  are  as 
follows  : 

Office  rent, #65  85 

Paid  J.  H.  Edmonds  for  occasional  services,,  • .  •  #12  76 

"  H.  Williams,  "  '«         ....     10  00 

*'  A.  Little,  a  clerk,  from  1st  July,  1834,  to 

1st  January,  1835, Ill  60 

184  Se 

Stationary,. 20  40 

Office  screw, •  • 12  00 

Fuel, ' 22  75 

Postages  to  and  from  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  1  68 

Total  amount  of  expenses,  •  • .  •   ^257  04 
Respectfully  submitted.- 

JAMES  WATSON  WILLIAMS, 

Clerk  in  Chancery  y  F^th 
Fibruary  27M,  1885. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  241. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  28, 1835. 


ANSWER 

Of  John  Reyes  Paige,  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to 
a  resolution  of  Assembly,  of  the  lOth  February. 

JUbany,  26th  Feb.  1885. 
The  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Jluembfyf 
SIR: 

On  the  12th  inst,  I  received  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Assembly,  requiring  from  the  clerks  of  the  supreme  court,  '*  On 
or  before  the  1st  of  March  next,  a  full  and  accurate  account  of  all 
sums  of  money  received  and  charged  for  official  services,"  and  the 
expenses  incurred  during  the  last  year. 

The  supreme  court  was  then  in  session,  and  another  term  has 
since  been  held;  I  have  been  of  course,  almost  exclusively  occupi- 
ed in  the  discharge  of  official  duties.  All  the  time  left  me,  has, 
however,  been  devoted  to  the  preparation  necessary  to  reply  to  the 
resolution,  in  as  full  and  accurate  a  manner  as  I  can  be  enabled  to 
do,  from  accounts  and  memoranda,  not  kept  or  preserved  with  that 
particularity  necessary  for  the  purpose  required.  But  I  find  it  al- 
together impossible  to  be  prepared  by  the  time  designated. 

Respectfully,  your  obU  serv't, 

JNO.  KEYES  PAIGE, 

Ckrk  Sup.  Court. 


[Amem.  No.  841.] 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  243. 


•mmmmmmmmii*-m 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  28, 1839. 


9B 


ANSWER 

Of  Alexander  Forbu8»  Clerk  in  Chancery  for  the  Se- 
cond Circuit,  to  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly,  of  the 
10th  February. 

To  the  Speaker  of  tke  Jtuembfy. 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Assembly,  bearing  date  the  10th 
day  of  February,  1685,  I,  Alexander  Forbus,  clerk  in  chancery 
for  the  second  circuit,  do 

REPORT: 

That  the  whole  amount  of  all  the  monies  received  and  charged 
by  me,  for  my  official  services,  as  clerk  aforesaid,  from  the  first 
.  day  of  January,  1884,  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1835,  including 
as  well  sums  due  to  me  for  such  services,  as  sums  actually  re* 
ceived;  and  embracing  my  fees,  and  commission  for  receiving,  in- 
Testing,  and  paying  out  the  funds  of  thecourt,  is  •  •••    #1,673  89 

That  the  amountof  the  expenditures  incurred  by  me  in 
the  discharge  of  my  official  duties  for  the  time  afore- 
said,  other  than  personal  expenses,  in  attending 
courts  out  of  the  town  of  Poughkeepsie,  is  for  office 
rent, #80  00 

For  office  expenses,  for  light,  fuel,  chaning, 

making  fires,  &c« ^c^       65  00 

Carried  forward, 9145  00  •1,673  80 
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Brought  forward, 9145  00  91,672  89 

For  record  books,  paid, • •  •  •  •  •       40  50 

"    stationary  and  printing,  •  • •  •  •  •       33  50 

'<    clerkhire, 126  21 

845  21 

•1,327  18 

The  only  clerk  employed  by  me,  was  Sheldon  C.  D.  Raymond, 
for  a  portion  of  his  time,-  during  the  whole  of  the  year  aforesaid, 
at  a  compensation  by  the  folio,  amounting  to  the  sum  above  stat* 
ed  for  clerk  hire. 

All  which  iff  respectfully  submitted. 

Dated  at  Poughkeepsie,  February  34,  1835. 

ALEX.  FORBUS. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 
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No.  244. 


m  ASSEMBLY, 

February  26^  1835. 
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ANSWER 

Of  &•  A«  Goodwin^  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
for  the  Seventh  Circuit,  to  the  resolution  of  the 
AmeuMy  of  the  10th  F^rmry. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  M$emblf. 

I  herewith  enclote  a  report  m  antwer  to  die  retolotioD  of 
the  iMMMnrabie  the  Assembly  of  jthe  ICHh  February  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  oVt  servant, 


S.  A.  GOODWIN. 


C%amemy  CUrVe  OgUe,  Seventh  Circitii^ ) 
Aabonit  Feb.  18,  1886.  S 


7hr  tke  Ebnorable  the  Anaribly  ofAe  SteOe  ofJflM^Teirtu 

In  parauance  of  the  resolution  of  the  10th  February  instant,  the 
midersignedy  clerk  of  the  court  of  chancery  for  the  seventh  ciMrit^ 
hereby  reports,  that  the  answers  to  the  several  particulars  specified 
in  the  before  mentioned  resolution,  as  fully  as  the  same  can  be  as* 
eertained  from  data  remaining  in  this  office,  or  from  information 
in  the  possession  of  the  undersigned,  will  be  found  in  the  schedulea 
hereto  annexed  and  marked  A  and  B. 

Sch^sdole  A  distingtnsheir  between  fees  charged  Attd  feet'  receit- 
ed  without  being  charged.    These  together  form  an  aggregate  of 
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(|I)8S6«M«  TMb  imn  Incluifet  lira  flrai  of  M7*M  ttlvuiced  for 
pottages,  and  noted  in  schedule  B  as  paid  for  that  purpose.  Tiie 
sums  ^*  actually  received,^'  amount,  in  grou^  to  1784.071.  It  will 
be  observed  thaf  the  latter  sum,  with  the  exception  of  •M.M,  ^^ 
ceived  without  charge,  as  reported  in  schedule  A,  has  not  bees 
paid  in  upon  the  account  of  the  current  year  alone,  but  upon  tiie 
back  as  well  as  present  aeeovnta  of  the  respective  solicitors  mak* 
ing  the  payment!.  - 


The  amount  of  all  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  discbarge  of  the 
duties  of  this  office,  the  undersigned  believe  to  be  nearly  accurate 
as  stated  in  schedule  D»  being  the  sum  of  •288.05;  which,  sub- 
tracted from  the  amount  of  fees  as  reported,  leaves  the  sum  of 
•1,841.00. 

How  much  of  this  may  be  in  the  event  collectable,  charged,  as 
it  is,  in  small  sums  against  the  solicitors  residing  in  all  parts  of  the 
State,  and  with  indiscriminate  credits  to  all,  (as  must  necessarily 
be,)  the  undersigned  is  unable  to  state.  He  believes,  however, 
that  some  considerable  deduction  must  unavoidably  be  made,  aris* 
ing  from  actual  loss,  and  the  trouble  and  expense  of  collections. 

AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted* 

S.  A.  GOODWIN, 

Clerk  tfi  CftmteerjTy 

Sevmith  Oiremii. 
Dated  JFU.  17,  1685. 


SCHEDULE  A. 

Amount  charged  to  the  several  solicitors  on  the  books 

of  the  offioe,  from  1st  Jan.  1884,  to  1st  Jan.  1885,.    91JU0  (S8 
Amount  of  fees  received  and  not  charged, 8526 

Total  fees, • •1,625  M 


Amount  credited  on  account  to  solicitors  as  *'  actually  re- 
ceived,'' from  Jan  I,  1884,  t6  Jan  1,  1885, 1740  71 

Amount  received  and  not  charged  as  above,  •  •  • 85  26 

ToUl  of  actual  receipts, ... « f784  97 


NO.S44.]  a 

SCHEDULE  a 

Expenies  of  dffioe  from  Jan.  1,  1834,  to  Jan.  1, 1885. 

Paid  Daniel  Baldwin,  deputy  clerk,  employed  8  months,  872  00 
Paid  Edward  R.  Thorp,  recording  derk,  employed  4 

months, « 89  00 

Paid  John  M.  Casey,  now  deputy  clerk,  employed  in  1884, 

II  months, •••• ••••••      SO  00 

Paid  Daniel  Baldwin  extra  writing  per  folio  during  the 

time  E.  R^  Thorp  was  employed  in  this  office,  •  • 37  00 

Amount  of  clerk  hire,    §151  00 
Paid  for  2  record  blank  books,  being  8d  vol.  clerk's  mi* 
nutes  of  special  orders,  and  2d  vol.  clerk's  minutes  of 

causes,  • • ••••       18  00 

Paid  John  Seymour's  bill  for  2  cases  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  papers, • • 18  00 

Paid  postage  on  papers  to  and  from  Vice-Chancellor's  re- 
sidence,*   •••       87  55 

Stationary,  exclusive  of  blanks,  as  near  as  the  same  can 

be  ascertained,  about •••••       20  50 

Paid  for  blanks,  many  of  which  are  on  hand, 15  00 

Office  rent, 25  00 

Total  of  expenses, .  • .  •  8888  05 

Total  of  fees  as  above,. .  •  81,825  04 
Deduct  expenses  as  above,        888  05 

#1,841  00 

S.  A.  GOODWIN, 

Clerk  tfi  Chameery^ 

SkMMik  DisirieL 
IHUd  FA.  17,  1885* 


afTATfi  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  245. 


m  ASSEMBLY, 

February  28, 1835, 


ANSWER 

Of  G.  M.  Daviflon,  derk  in  Chancery  of  Fourth  Cir* 
cuit,  to  a  resolution  of  the  Aasembly,  of  the  10th 
February.  , 

Sar.  Spring  February  VHhy  188& 

To  TUB  Hon.  Csarlbs  HuMPHRETy 

Speaker  «/*  the  Jhsembhf. 

SIR: 

PumwDt  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Araembly,  passed 

on  the  10th  inst,  the  undersigned,  clerk  in  chancery  of  the  fourth 
tarcuit,  respectfully 

REPORTS: 

That  the  sums  charged  in  bis  office  for  clerk^s  fees  between  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1884,   and  the  1st  day  of  January,   1S35, 

were, ;•  ^^  ^ 

And  that  the  sums  received  for  fees  during  that  penod, 

^, ».     289  78 

were^ •  •  •  • *  * •  • ** 

Amounting  in  the  whole  to, IBld  86 

From  which  deduct  for  office  rent, #60  00 

For  sutionary, ^^  ^ 

o  in 
Forexpenses, ••• • ^  *" 

84  10 


Leaving  a  balance  of,  • . .  •  • ^^  !• 

[Assem.  No.  945.]  ^ 
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'  And  the  imdertigned  farther  reports,  that  Nicholas  HiU,  jr.,  has 
been  employed  by  him  as  a.d^uty  disring  the  above  mentioned 
period,  and  has  been  allowed  for  his  services,  and  for  the  expenses 
aforesaid,  all  the  fees  appertuning  to  said  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  ob't  servant, 
G.  M.  DAVISON. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORIL 


No.  246. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  S,  1835. 


ANSWER 

Of  John  Walworth,  Assistant  Register  in  Chancery,  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Assembly  of  the  10th  of  Febru* 
ary. 

Otficb  op  Assistant  Rboistbe  in  Chancbet  )  • 
J^euhYorkf  JW.  34,  1885.  \ 

7b  ike  Speaker  of  the  Jhiembfy  of  ike  State  ofJfeuhYorL 

SIR— 

I  find  thtt  it  will  not  be  possible  for  me,  as  early  as  the 
first  day  of  March,  ensuing,  to  comply  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  passed  on  the  10th  of  February,  inst,  requir- 
ing me  to  report  the  amount  of  fees,  kc  of  my  office.  I  am  en- 
gaged in  ascertaining  the  several  items  required,  as  far  as  possible, 
and  shall  forward  a  statement  as  soon  as  it  can  be  made.  A  state- 
ment of  the  kind  required  must  necessarily  be  imperfect,  as  the 
aeooonts  of  my  office,  except  as  regards  the  gsnend  expense  ae- 
comit,  have  not  been  kept  with  reference  to  any  particular  period 
of  tune* 

I  am  respectfully,  Sir, 

Your  oVt  senr't, 

JOHN  WALWORTH, 

JStiBistoMt  RegiHer. 
Hon*  Cbablbs  Hvmphrbt. 

[ABsem.  No.  046.]  I 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  249. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  19,  1835. 


ANSWER 

Of  Samuel  L.  Selden,  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
for  the  Eighth  Circuity  to  a  resolution  of  the  Assem- 
bly of  the  10th  February. 

Rochester  J  Feb.  16,  1886. 
To  the  Speaker  of  the  Jlssembly  of  the  State  ofJ^ew^Yark. 

SIR — ^In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly,  passed 
on  the  lOth  instant,  requiring  the  clerks  in  chancery,  (among  other 
officers,)  to  report  the  amoui\t  of  fees  received  and  charged  by 
them,  respectively,  for  official  services  during  the  year  1884,  the 
andersigned,  clerk  of  the  court  of  chancery  for  the  eighth  circuit, 
would  report  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Amount  actually  received  to  this  time  for  official  ser* 
vices,  between  the  1st  January,  1834,  and  the  1st 
January,  1835, MOB  11 

Amount  charged  and  still  unpaid,  for  official  services 

during  the  same  time,  •••• 1,448  18 

•1,944  34 
Expenses  m  1834. 

Paid  Hiram  Leonard,  deputy  clerk,  employed 

during  the  whole  year, 9430  00 

Paid  for  office  rent, •      50  00 

*^     books  of  minutes, 20  00 

'*     stationary,  (estimated  at)  •••••.••  •       18  00 

518  00 

Balance, 31,496  34 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

SAM'l  L.  SELDEN. 
[Assem.  No.  349.]  1 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  251. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  2,  1835. 


I 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  Com«> 
mon  Council  of  the  city  of  New- York. 

Mr.  Ringgold,  from  the  select  committee  to  vhich  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty  of  the  city 
of  New-York,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  vest  certain 
lands  in  the  city  of  New-York,  in  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  com- 
mon council  of  the  said  city, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  memorialists  deem  it  expedient  to  improve  and  eitend 
Essex  market,  in  the  tenth  ward  of  the  city  of  New-York,  and 
they  represent  that  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  same  a  square, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  occupy  twelve  lots,  ten  of  which  are  now 
the  property  of  the  said  memorialists;  and  in  order  to  carry  the 
said  contemplated  improvement  into  effect,  they  pray  for  the  pas- 
sage of  an  act  to  vest  in  them  the  residue  of  the  land  required. 

Your  committee  have  investigated  the  subject,  and  finding  no 
remonstrance  against  the  course  proposed,  see  no  reason  why  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted,  and  have  accord- 
ingly prepared  a  bill,  which  they  ask  leave  to  introduce. 

[Assem.  No.  861.]  1 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  252. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  5,  1835, 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committete  on  tbe  petition  of  John  €k 
Hicks,  John  Schenck  and  Jane  B.  I^ith^  of  the  cU 
ty  of  Brooklyn. 

Mr.  Brasher,  from  the  select  comtnittee  on  the  petition  of  John 
G.  Hicks,  John  Schenck  and  Jane  B.  Smith,  of  tbe  city  of  Brook- 
lyn, praying  for  a  grant  of  certain  land  under  water,  and  adjoin- 
ing their  premises  in  said  city, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  petitioners  set  forth  in  their  petition,  that  they  are 
seised  of  an  estate,  in  fee  simple,  of  and  in  all  of  a  certain  lot  of 
hmd,  water  lot  and  wharf,  situated  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  in  the 
county  of  Kings,  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  tbe  New- York 
Anchor  Gin  Distillery;  and  they  pray  that  part  of  the  land  under 
water,  in  front  of,  and  adjoining  to  their  said  land,  may  be  grant- 
ed to  them,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  their  docks  as  far  into  tbe 
river  as  may  be  necessary  for  tbe  more  convenient  lying  of  ves- 
sels and  landing  of  merchandize. 

The  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  from  the  description  of  tbe 
premises  of  tbe  petitioners,  which  is  fully  set  forth  in  their  peti- 
tion, that  the  land  desired  is  indispensably  necessary  to  tbe  con- 
struction of  tbe  said  additional  docks;  and  they  are  fully  impressed 
with  tbe  belief^  from  the  present  condition  of  the  docks  of  faid  city, 
the  present  population  of  Brooklyn,  and  tbe  rapidly  increasing 
commerce  of  tbe  cities  of  New- York  and  Brooklyn,  as  rtprtstnt- 
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ed  In  their  petition,  that  the  erection  of  the  said  docks  would  not 
onl>  add  greatly  to  the  c6nrenience  df,  bnt  it  actually  required  for 
the  commercial  purposes  of  the  wealthy  and  enterprising  city  of 
Brooklyn* 


The  title  of  the  petitioners  to  their  property  ac^oining  the  land 
applied  for,  the  committee  think,  is  Ailly  established  in  their  pe- 
tition; and  of  the  fact,  that  the  petitioners  will,  if  their  prayer 
is  granted,  appropriate  the  land  to  the  purposes  of  commerce  by 
erecting  docks  thereon,  there  is  no  doubt;  as  that,  as  well  as  all 
Other  facts  contained  in  their  petition,  is  verified  by  the  affidavits 
of  the  petitioners  accompanying  the  same. 

The  petitioners  state,  that  the  quantity  of  land  applied  for  is  not 
more  than  is  actually  necessary  for  the  purposes  above  specified, 
and  attached  to  the  petition  are  affidavits,  also^  of  other  persons 
than  the  petitioners,  confirming  that  fact. 

The  premises  of  the  petitioners  and  the  land  applied  for,  accord- 
ing to  the  petition,  is  situated  nearly  opposite  the  southern  and 
most  commercial  portion  of  the  section  of  the  city  of  New-York, 
and  convenient  for  the  shipping  and  commercial  purposes  of  that 
place;  and  it  is  believed,  that  the  projected  extension  of  the  docks 
will  not  obstruct  the  current  of  the  river  at  all,  it  being  not  more 
than  half  as  wide  above,  as  it  is  opposite  the  premises. 

The  committee  think  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  reasonable 
and  ought  to  be  granted,  and  have  directed  their  chairmaa  to  ask 
Isttve  to  intittduoe  m  bill. 


STATE  OP  NEW-YORK. 


No.  253. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  4,  1S35. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  claims,  on  the  petitioQ  of  Isaac 

Satterly. 

Mr.  M.  H.  Sibley,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Isaac  Satterly,  asking  for  a  grant  of  boun- 
ty lands  to  the  heirs  of  Henry  Satterly  for  his  services  in  the  war 
of  the  revolution, 

REPORTED:     , 

This  claim  was  presented  to  the  last  House  of  Assembly,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  claims,  which  made  a  report  thereon 
favorable  to  the  petitioner,  on  the  8 1st  January,  1884.  No  addi- 
tional evidence  or  fact  having  been  eihibited  to  your  committee, 
they  beg  leave  to  refer  to  that  report  as  embodying  all  the  essen- 
tial points  in  the  case.     (See  Ass.  Doc  1884,  No.  117.) 

Your  committee,  concurring  in  the  conclusions  of  that  report, 
have  instructed  their  chairman  to  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  grant- 
ing to  the  heirs  of  Henry  Satterly  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars 
in  lieu  of  bounty  lands. 
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STATE  OP  NEW- YORK- 


No.  265. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  6,  1895. 


REPORT 

Of  tke  select  cpmmittee  on  tke  petition  of  the  com* 
missioners  appointed  to  superintend  the  building  of 
a  court-house  and  jail  in  Yates  oounty- 


Mr.  Grain,  firon  the  select  oommittee  to  whidi  was  referred  ihe 
petitiott  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  saperintend  the  erec- 
tion of  a  coart-bottse  and  jail,  in  the  oooaty  of  Vates, 

REPORTED: 

The  petitioners  represent  that  a  law  was  passed  at  the  last  ses^^ 
sion,  authorizing  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Yates  to  raise  a 
sum  not  less  tMan  five  nor  more  than  eight  thousand  dollars,  for  the 
erection  of  a  court-house  and  jail  in  said  county;  and  the  super* 
▼isors  have  caused  to  be  raised  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  appropriated  to  the  erection  of  said  court-house  and  jail. 

The  petitioners  further  represent,  that  they  hav6  commenced  the 
erection  of  a  stone  jail,  which,  when  completed,  will  cost  about 
five  thousand  dollars,  not  including  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
to  be  paid  for  the  site  on  which  it  is  located.  And  the  petitioners 
state  that  they  have  not  commenced  the  erection  of  the  court* 
house;  but  they  are  satisfied  that  it  will  cost  not  less  than  six 
thousand  dollars,  making  the  whole  sum  eleven  thousand  two  hun* 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  petitioners  pray  that  a  law  may  be  passed  authorizing  the 
supervisors  of  said  county  to  raise  an  additional  sum  of  three  thou* 
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fand  two  hundred  and  fifty  doUan,  and  to  anthoriie  the  commis- 
•ionera  to  borrow  from  the  State,  or  otherwise,  on  the  credit  of 
the  county,  such  sum  or  sums  as  sbaU  he  wanted  to  ibrwaid  the 
erection  of  said  court-house  and  jail. 


Your  conomittee  having  had  this  matter  under  eonsideratioo^ 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  to  be 
granted. 

Your  oammitts^e^  ti^^f^fbre,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  aocoid* 
ingly. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 


No-  256. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  4,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  inhabitants 

of  Warren  county. 

Mr.  Hicks,  from  the  select  committee  to  v^hom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Warren,  for  an  act  au- 
thorizing the  supervisors  of  said  county  to  raise  money  by  tax  for 
repairing  their  clerk's  office, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  petitioners  represent  that  the  building  erected  for  and 
occupied  as  the  clerk's  office,  in  said  county,  is  unfit  for  the  safe 
keeping  of  the  books,  papers,  &c.,  therein  deposited,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  deteriorated  state  of  its  roof;  and  therefore  pray 
the  passage  of  an  act,  requiring  the  supervisors  of  said  county  to 
raise  by  tax,  a  sum  sufficient  to  defray  the  expense  of  repairing  the 
same;  and  also  for  constructing  an  additional  room  in  said  build- 
ing, for  the  use  of  the  grand  jury,  and  for  other  public  purposes. 

A  majority  of  your  committee,  after  duly  considering  the  sub- 
ject, have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition- 
ers, so  far  as  relates  to  constructing  an  additional  room  in  the  said 
building,  ought  not  to  be  granted;  for  the  reason  that  the  occupan- 
cy of  such  room,  might  endanger  the  safety  of  the  building,  and 
its  contents,  intended  not  only  to  be  fire-proof  in  itself,  but  to  be 
secluded  from  contiguity  with  any  other  room  or  building.  But 
your  committee  are  unanimously  in  favor  of  granting  so  much  of 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  as  seeks  the  necessary  repairs  of  the 
building  aforesaid.  And  have  therefore  directed  their  chairman 
to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


«M^ 


No.  257. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  5,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Sunreyor-Generd,  on  the  petiticn  of  Da- 
niel T.  and  Thomas  W.  Neweomb. 

To  the.  Speaker  ^the  Assembly, 

SIR — ^The  Qurveyor^eneral,  to  whom  was  refen«4  the  peti- 
tioB  of  Daniel  T,  and  Thomu  W.  Newoomb, 

RB«FBCTFi;iii.T  Rbports: 

That  having  examined  the  Point,  a  Rock  patent,  as  granted  oa 
the  28th  February,  1787,  to  Zepheniah  Piatt,  find  it  described  as 
containing  ^*  all  that  certain  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  county  of 
WashtogtOB,  OD  the  west  side  of  Lake  Charoplain.    Beginaiiig  at 

balsam  fir  tree,  marked  ^^   standing  on  the  west  shore  o(  the 

said  lake,  at  the  southeast  corner  of  a  tract  of  thirteen  thousand 
five  hundred  acres  of  land,  granted  by  letters  patent  to  Elkanah 
Deane  and  others,  and  running  thence  along  the  ^outh  bounds  of 
the  last  mentioned  tract,  and  the  continuation  thereof  west,  five 
hundred  and  forty  chains;  then  south  one  hundred  and  nine  chains^ 
to  the  north  bounds  of  the  township  of  Beekman;  then  along  the 
same  east,  five  hundred  and  ninety-eight  chsdna,  to  the  said  Lake 
Champlain;  and  then  northerly  along  the  same,  as  it  winds  and 
turns,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  containing  six  thousand  and  one 
hundred  and  five  acres." 

He  finds,  further,  that  the  patent  granted  to  Elkanah  Deane, 
for  18,500  acres,  is  dated  on  11th  July,  1767.    The  patent  to  Wil- 
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liam  Beelmtn  snd  othen,  was  granted  on  fbe  S7th  March,  1769; 
and  that  the  Doerville  patents,  granted  to  Simeon  Metcalf,  Ro- 
bert Boyd,  John  Taylor,  Markiu»  WUIet,  John  Porteus,  John 
McKesson  and  John  KiHy,  in  accordance  with  their  agreement 
in  severalty,  were  dated  and  had  effect  from  the  14th  August, 
1786* 

And  baring  examined  the  maps  and  measurements  made  by  Pe* 
tar  J.  Bishop,  surveyor^  *and  other  papers  and  memorandufns  pre- 
sented by  the  petitioner  in  support  of  his  claim,  it  appears  that 
Zepheniah  Piatt  did  not  limit  his  snirey  and  location  of  the  wes- 
tern boQodery  of  his  patent  by  the  length  of  chain  given  in  his 
said  patent,  but  extended  it  a  great  distance  west  into  DnerviHe, 
and  subdivided  that  portion  of  bis  located  tract  into  ten  lots  of 
about  SOCTacres  each,  viz:  Lots  No.  0,  10,  11, 12,  18, 22,  23,  24, 
25  and  26.  It  further  appears,  from  the  measurement  made  by 
Peter  J*  Bishop,  the  surveyor,  that  the  length  of  the  north  line  of 
Piatt's  purchase,  from  the  southeast  comer  of  Deane's  patent,  to 
the  east  bounds  of  the  Duerville  patent,  is  516  chains  80  links, 
which,  after  correcting  and  deducting  what  he  calls  *^  sag  of  eham^* 
makes  the  distance  to  be  511  chains  64  links;  the  complement  of 
which  to  540  chains,  will  leave  a  deficiency  of  28  chains  86  links 
in  the  length  of  his  patent 

From  another  memorandum  made  by  Mr.  Bishop,  the  surveyor, 
he  observes  that  '*  the  northeast  comer  of  lot  No*  10  stands  66 
chains  west  of  the  east  line  of  Duer's  patent*" 

From  the  preceding  digest  of  the  facts  in  the  petitioners'  case, 
it  is  evident  that  lot  No.  10  is  not  properly  included  in  Z.  Piatt's 
patent,  and  consequently  the  petititoners  can  have  no  just  claim 
against  the  State. 


I  have  prepared  a  smalt  diagram  of  Piatt's  patent  and  those  ad- 
jacent, which  may  aid  in  the  ready  comprehension  of  the  above 
exposition. 

AU  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILUAM  CAMPBELL. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK 


No,  258. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  3,  1835< 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  com- 
mon council  of  the  city  of  New-York. 

Nr.  Ringgold,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty  of  the  city 
of  New-York,  for  the  passage  of  an  act  repealing  the  law  limiting 
the  doration  of  the  ordinances  of  the  common  council  of  said  city, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  memorialists  represent,  that  great  confusion  and  incon- 
venience are  produced  by  the  provisions  of  a  law  of  the  State 
passe'd  the  9th  day  of  April,  1613,  which  limit  in  their  duration  all 
ordinances  of  the  common  council  of  the  city  of  New- York,  to  a 
period  of  three  years  from  thefr  adoption.  Whilst  your  commit- 
tee perceive  that  much  trouble  and  perplexity  may  arise  from 
the  necessity  of  obeying  the  law  in  question,  they  are  not  aware 
of  any  beneficial  re^plt  arising  from  its  existence,  and  would 
therefore  recommend  that  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  be 
granted,  and  respectfully  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  that  ef- 
fect. 


[AMenu  No,  258.] 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  259. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  5,  1835. 


tamm 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  on  the  petition  of 
John  Hill,  Jenny  Hill  and  Anthony  Otsequett^. 

Mr.  Moseley,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Hill,  Jenny  Hill  and  Anthony 
Otsequette  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  sums  for  which  an- 
nuities are  now  paid  them  by  the  State, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  representations  of  the  petitioners  are  fully  set  forth 
and  confirmtd  in  the  report  of  the  Comptroller  made  to  this  House 
on  the  11th  ultimo,  (Assembly  Doc.  No.  151,)  to  which  the  com- 
mittee beg  leave  to  refer. 

An  annuity  of  948  is  now  paid  by  this  State  to  John  Hill  and 
Jenny  Hill,  and  an  annuity  of  t24  to  Anthony  Otsequette.  For 
the  reasons  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Comptroller  above  referred 
to,  the  committee  recommend  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the 
payment  of  the  principal  sums,  (on  which  said  annuities  are  now 
paid,)  being  #800  to  Daniel  Bread,  for  the  use  of  John  Hill  and  Jen- 
ny Hill,  and  9400  to  the  said  Daniel  Bread,  for  the  use  of  Anthony 
Otsequette. 

The  committee  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 


[Assam.  No.  360.] 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  260. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  7,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  Indian  afTairs^  on  the  petition  (Jt 
certain  members  of  the  First  Christian  party  of  Onei- 
da Indians. 

Mr.  Moseley,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairis  to  whom  wai 
referred  the  petition  of  certain  members  of  *^  The  First  Christian 
party  of  the  Oneida  Indians,"  praying  for  additional  remuneration 
for  their  lands  sold  the  State  in  October,  1899| 

REPORTED: 

The  petitioners  represent,  that  a  portion  of  **  the  First  Christian 
party  of  the  Oneida  Indians''  have  been  deterred  from  migrating 
to  Green  Bay  by  doubts  as  to  the  title  of  the  New*>York  Indians 
to  the  lands  ceded  to  them  at  that  place,  and  also  by  the  repugn 
nance  so  strongly  felt  by  their  people  to  abandon  the  place  of  their 
birth:  That  in  the  spring  of  1838,  all  the  lands  held  by  their  par* 
ty  were  relinquished  to  the  State  of  New- York,  since  which  time 
the  petitioners  have  been  indebted  to  the  hospitality  and  charity 
of  their  neighbors,  **  the  Second  Christian  party  of  the  Oneida  In- 
dians,"  for  a  shelter  for  themselves  and  families,  and  lands  from 
which  to  derive  their  sustenance:  That  wearied  by  near  two 
years  of  dependance  and  necessity,  they  have  at  length  resolved 
to  turn  their  backs  upon  the  hunting  grounds  of  their  ancestors, 
and  to  throw  themselves  upon  the  native  bounties  of  the  "  far 
west." 
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The  petitioners  further  represent,  that  the  First  Christian  party 
of  the  Oneida  Indians  relinquished  their  lands  to  the  State  under 
a  treaty  held  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  in 
the  year  1829:  That  this  act  provided  that  the  full  value  of  the 
lands  should  be  paid  to  the  Indians,  to  be  devoted  in  the  first  in* 
stance  to  their  removal  to  Green  Bay:  That  in  pursuance  of  such 
act,  the  Indian  lands  wore  appniiaed  under  the  direction  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office,  at  an  average  value  of  98  per 
acre,  and  that  the  same  lands  have  already  been  sold  by  the  State 
at  an  average  price  of  9^2  per  acre.  They  allege  that  the  lands 
at  the  time  of  the  sale  by  the  State,  had  not  increased  in  value 
from  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  the  Indians,  and  that  the  great 
disparity  in  prices  justifies  them  in  the  belief  that  injustice  had 
been  jdone  them  in  the  appraisal.  In  the  simplicity  of  their  na* 
tive  dialect,  they  say,  ''  the  State  of  New- York  is  rich,  the  red 
man  is  poor — in  his  need  he  but  asks  justice  from  the  full  hand." 

The  petitioners  further  represent,  that  the  embarrassments 
heretofore  attending  the  removal  of  their  people  to  Green  Bay, 
have  been  mainly  overcome  by  the  patriarchal  infloenoe  of  Daniel 
Bread  their  principal  chief:  That  by  his  personal  exertions,  the 
disputed  claim  to  their  lands  in  Green  Bay  was  settled,  and  by 
his  untiring  efforts  the  reluctance  of  his  people  to  migrate  was 
overcome,  and  a  large  portion  of  them  prosperously  established  in 
their  new  home:  That  in  effecting  these  objects,  he  made  repeated 
journeys  from  Green  Bay  to  Washington  and  Albany,  and  that  he 
has  not  b^n  recompensed  for  the  time  devoted  or  the  expenses 
incurred  by  him.  Tliey  ask  that,  pf  the  moneys  claimed  by  them 
of  the  State,  a  suitable  compensation  be  mad^  to  Daniel  Bread  for 
these  meritorious  services,  and  that  the  residue  be  devoted  to  the 
removal  and  establishment  al  Green  Bay  of  the  remnant  of  their 
people  yet  lingering  in  this  State. 

On  referring  to  the  act  of  the  legislature  passed  11th  Februa- 
ry, 1899,  ''relating  to  the  purchase  of  lands  from  the  First  Christian 
and  Orchard  parties  of  the  Oneida  Indians,"  it  appears  ''  the  per- 
son administering  the  government  of  this  State"  was  empowered 
''  to  purchase  and  allow  each  of  said  parties  a  fair  price  for  their 
lands,"  and  made  it  ''the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Land-Office  to  cause  the  lands  to  be  appraised."  It  further  ap- 
pears by  the  treaty  held  pursuant  to  this  act  on  the  8th  day  of 
October.  1839,  between  the  Grovemor  of  this  State  and  the  chiefs 
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of  the  First  Christian  party,  (a  record  of  wTiicli  is  in  Ih^  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,)  that  they  relinquished  to  fhe  State  all  of 
their  lands  then  unsold,  by  an  absolute  transfer  of  six  hundred 
meres,  reserving  to  themselves  the  right  of  possession  to  th^  resi- 
due during  pleasure. 

In  the  year  1884,  the  Indians  relinquished  to  the  Slate  the  pos* 
session  of  all  the  residue  of  their  lands,  and  the  same  were 
sold  by  the  State  in  December  of  tfiat  year.  Your  committee 
have  obtained  from  the  office  of  the  Surveyor-General,  a  schedule 
(see  exhibit  A,)  showing  the  amount  of  such  appraisal,  and  also 
the  sum  for  which  said  lands  have  been  resold.  From  this  sche- 
dule it  appears  that  the  purchase  money  amounted  to  #15,788.87, 
and  the  sum  for  which  the  same  lands  were  resold  by  the  State  to 
^|33,270.  From  this  statement 'is  necessarily  excluded  a  lot  of 
seventy-nine  acres  still  belonging  to  the  State,  and  held  at  the 
Surveyor-General's  office  at  82,025,  and  likewise  250  acres  grant- 
ed John  Gregg  by  act  of  the  Legislature  at  the  original  appraised 
▼alue. 

It  IS  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  act  authorizing  this  purchaike 
from  the  Indians,  requires  *^  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  survey, 
appraisal  and  disposition  of  the  lands,  and  all  expenses  which  may 
arise  in  carrying  this  act  into  effect,"  first  to  be  deducted  from  the 
purchase  money.  From  this  exhibit  there  would  appear  to  have 
been  a  nett  gain  to  the  State  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  the  lands 
specified,  of  817,481.18,  deducting  the  interest  on  the  purchasi 
money  from  the  time  of  the  payment  to  the  Indians  to  the  time  of 
the  resale  by  the  State. 

It  is  contended  in  behalf  of  the  petitioners,  that  the  disparity 
between  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  and  the  pricey  since 
obtained  for  the  same  lands,  demonstrate  that  a  "  fair  price"  has 
not  been  paid  them.  They  disclaim  all  design  to  impute  unfair- 
ness to  the  appraisers,  but  insist  that  some  erroneous  basis  for' the 
appraisal  must  have  been  assumed,  and  that  the  ordinary  varia- 
tions or  errors  of  men^s  judgments  of  value,  will  not  satisfactori- 
ly Account  for  so  great  a  discrepancy. 

The  act  authorizing  the  purchase,  provides  that  *^  a  fair  price," 
shall  be  allowed  the  Indians  for  their  lands.  Your  committee  un- 
derstand this  to  guarantee  to  the  Indians  *'  the  full  value,"  at  the 
time  of  appraisal.     That  the  Legislature  so  intended,  is  not  only  a 
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eonclufiOD  <lrawn  by  the  committee  from  the  act  itself,  bat  they 
conceive  such  a  construction  most  consonant  to  the  principles  of 
jnsticc,  and  most  consistent  with  the  public  faith  and  honor.  On 
inquiry^  the  committee  have  been  unable  to  discover  tlmt  any  local 
causes  have  contributed  to  enhance  the  value  of  these  lands  since 
their  purchase  from  the  Indians,  and  unexplained,  they  cannot  but 
conclude  that  the  lands  were  undervahiedy  and  that  the  Indians  have 
not  received  the  equivalent  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  act  autbo* 
rising  the  purchase  and  the  treaty  held  under  k. 

The  first  question  Ihen^  which  addresses  itself  to  the  committee, 
iSy.  whether  the  case  presented  in  behalf  of  the  Indians,  is  one 
which,  if  arising  between  individuals^  and  a  similar  appraisal  had 
been  made  by  referees,  relief  would  be  granted  in  a  court  of  equi- 
ty. As  the  rule  of  law  is  understood  by  the  committee,  an 
award  or  appraisal  against  which  a  party  may  be  relieved  on  the 
ground  of  insufficiency  of  damages  or  inadequacy  of  price,  must  be 
so  grossly  erroneous  as  to  evince  corruption  or  partiality  in  the 
appraisers.  There  is  no  evidence  which  impugns  the  judgment  of 
the  appraisers,  except  the  increased  amount  produced  by  the  re- 
sale; and  irreconcilable  as  is  the  result,  with  the  idea  oF  anequha- 
ble  appraisal,  the  committee  may  not  indnlge  an  opinion  which 
would  reflect  upon  the  integrity  of  the  appraisers.  Bnt  they  sub* 
mit,  if  it  is  consistent  with  the  credit  of  the  State,  that  it  should 
avail  itself  of  the  errors  of  its  own  agents,  at  the  expense  of  those 
who  submitted  to  their  arbitrament.  Re-appraisals  of  lands  pur- 
chased of  the  State,  ha\'e  repeatedly  been  made  on  the  application 
of  citizens,  alleging  the  purchase  money  to  exceed  the  fair  value. 
Would  not  the  same  dictates  of  equity  and  good  conscience  pre- 
scribe a  similar  measure  of  relief  to  those  of  whom  the  State  has 
purchased,  on  the  appraisal  of  her  own  citizens,  and  at  a  price 
greatly  below  the  real  value  T 

It  has  been  urged  upon  your  committee,  from  a  source  entitled 
to  their  highest  consideration,  that  the  opening  of  this  purchase  and 
sale  from  the  Indians,  might  subject  the  State  to  similar  claims 
from  all  who  have  sold  lands  to  the  State.  But  they  cannot  ad* 
mit  that  considerations  of  policy  should  be  paramount  to  the  le- 
gislative sense  of  justice;  and  however  inexpedient  it  might  prove 
as  a  precedent,  they  would  find  it  difficult  to  oppose  a  re-appraisaf  of 
these  lands,  did  not  some  uncertainty  attend  the  ascertainment  of 
their  value  at  the  time  of  the  purchase.    Convinced,  as  they  are, 
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that  the  benevolent  design  of  the  act  authorizing  the  purchase  of 
these  lands,  has  not  fully  been  carried  into  effect,  they  deem  the 
petitioners  proper  objects  of  legislative  lijTerality  and  bounty. 

Your  committee  Vrill  not  urge  the  strong  claims  to  our  sympa- 
thy, presented  by  this  once  numerous  and  powerful  race,  wasting 
under  the  resistless  operation  of  great  moral  causes,  and  eventual- 
ly to  disappear  before  the  ^^  ceaseless  pressure  of  civilization."  But 
they  feel  that  the  dictates  of  philanthropy  and  the  promptings  of 
public  policy,  unite  to  recommend  the  removal  of  the  remnant 
within  our  borders,  to  the  land  of  refuge,  guaranteed  to  them  and 
their  descendants  by  the  plighted  faith  and  honor  of  the  nation. 

The  petitioners  represent  that  they  number  152  souls;  that  they 
are  anxious  to  emigrate,  but  are  destitute  of  the  means.  On  inqui- 
ry at  the  office  of  the  Comptroller,  it  is  ascertained  there  is  now 
remaining  at  the  treasury  81,940,  (belonging  to  the  whole  party,) 
a  sum,  as  is  represented,  wholly  inadequate  to  the  outfit,  expense 
of  removal,  and  temporary  supply  in  their  new  residence,  of  those 
proposing  to  migrate. 

In  view  of  the  whole  ground,  the  committee  haye  concluded  to 
recommend  an  appropriation  for  this  object,  to  be  disbursed  by  an 
agent  to  be  appointed  by  the  GoverLor,  and  to  act  under  his  in* 
fftructions. 

In  addition  to  the  testimony  borne  by  the  petitioners  to  the  me- 
ritorious services  of  Daniel  Bread,  the  committee  have  the  assur- 
ances of  the  attorney  for  the  Oneida  Indians,  and  of  the  resident 
missionary,  that  to  his  prudent,  wise  and  energetic  efforts,  are  we 
mainly  indebted  for  the  removal  of  the  First  Christian  and  Orchard 
parties;  and  some  of  the  officers  of  State  bear  like  testimony  to  the 
character  and  services  of  Bread.  Your  committee  have  a  confi- 
dence, that  any  moneys  placed  in  his  hands  will  be  religiously  de- 
voted to  the  welfare  of  his  people.  In  this  view,  they  have  desig- 
nated in  the  bill  presented  by  them,  a  sum  which  they  deem  pro- 
portioned to  his  actual  services  and  expenditures,  in  promoting  the 
objects  of  the  government  in  relation  to  the  Indians. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  cannot  but  express  the  embarrass- 
ment occasioned  them  by  the  matters  referred  to  them,  and  pre- 
sented in  this  report;  and  it  is  with  diffidence  they  offer  the  fore- 
going as  the  best  results  of  their  investigations,  and  beg  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  accordingly. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Attorney-General  on  the  petition  <^  E.  Smith 

Sweet, 

Attornbt-Gekebal^s  Oppioi,  ) 
Mbanify  March  6,  1885.       ) 

7b  the  Speaker  efihe  Jtssembly^ 

SIR— 

«   I  fubmit  herewith  a  report  on  the  petition  of  E.  Smith 
Sweetf  in  parsuance  of  a  reference  from  the  At semUy* 

I  am  with  much  respect^ 

Your  ob't  iervant» 

GREENE  C>  BRONSON. 
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The  Atlornejr-General,  to  whom  watMferrod|  by  the  Attembly, 
the  petition  of  E.  Smith  Sweet,  respectfuRy  tubmite  the  following 

REPORT: 

In  the  year.  1681  Joseph  Holmes  purchased,  at  a  sale  by  the 
Surv'eyor-GSeneraf,  subdivision  No.  5  of  the  literature  lot,  in  the 
township  of  Hambden,  county  of  Tioga,  paid  a  part  of  the  pu> 
chase  money,  gave  his  bond  for  the  balance,  and  took  a  certi6cate 
of  sale  from  the  Surreyor-General.  He  soon  afterwards  informed 
the  Surveyor-General  that  the  land  was  possessed  in  separate  par* 
eels  by  James  Ball  and  Jeremy  Ball,  who  refused  to  remove,  and 
requested  Che  necessary  measures  for  obtaining  possession.  Pur* 
suant  to  an  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office,  the  At* 
torney-General  therenpon  commenced  actions  of  ejectment  against 
the  two  Balls;  and  when  the  suits  were  ready  for  trial,  in  the 
county  of  Tioga,  the  necessary  papers  were  forwarded  to  Holmes, 
(the  purchaser,)  in  a  letter  from  the  Attorney-General,  of  which 
the  following  extract  contains  all  that  is  material  to  the  present 
inquiry: 

**  Supreme  C^mrL 

THE  PEOPLE, 

vs. 
JAMES  BALL. 

THE  SAME,      ) 
JEREMY  BALL.  S 

4 

^  Ms.  J09BPH  HoLMBa, 

••  SiE — ^Herewith  you  will  receive  papers  for  the  trial  of 
these  two  suits  which  are  brought  for  the  recovery  of  the  posset* 
sion  of  subdivision  5  of  the  literature  lot  in  Hambden,  which  you 
lately  contracted  to  purchase  of  the  State.  It  will  be  proper  for 
yoa  immediately  to  see  and  employ  some  suitable  counsel  to  try 
the  causes  at  the  next  Tioga  circuit.    Your  counsel,  after  seeing 
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the  papers  and  this  letter,  will  give  all  necenary  iDftr«etiooa  about 
preparing  for  triaL'^ 

Mr.  Hohnet  received  the  letter  and  papers  and  empio jed  the 
petiiioner,  Mr.  Sweet,  as  bta  ooooseL  The  suita  were  tried  in 
May,  1832,  when  the  fury  found  a  verdict  for  the  defendant  in  the 
suit  against  Jeremy  Ball,  and  in  Ihe  other  suit  were  discharged 
without  having  agreed  on  a  verdicL  A  case  was  made  in  the  suit 
against  Jeremy,  tnd  the  -verdiet  was  set  aside  by  the  supreme 
aourt  and  a  new  trial  ordered.  In  November  following  both  smts 
were  tried  and  verdicts  found  for  th^  people.  Judgments  were 
perfected  in  January,  1833,  executions  issued  and  the  purchaser 
put  in  possession.  The  defendants  were  insolvent,  .and  the  costs, 
which  were  taxed  against  James  at  Ip73»ld,  and  against  Jeremy 
at  •110.40,  have  not  been  collected. 

The  petitioner  prepared  the  causes  for  trial  on  both  occasions^ 
paid  jurors'  and  witnesses'  fees,  and  attended  the  trials  as  counsel. 
He  also  prepared  a  case  for  the  opinion  of  the  supreme  court  on 
the  first  (rial  of  the  suit  in  which  a  verdict  passed  for  the  defen- 
dant* His  charges  tor  disbursements  in  the  suit  against  Jeremy 
Ball  are  i0«87,  and  in  the  suit  against  James  Ball  O^.T^;  making 
together  •17.12.  He  charges  for  counsel  fees,  in  one  suit  tSP, 
in  the  -other  fj^O, 

On  application  for  the  payment  of  his  bills  Mr.  Sweet  was  in- 
formed that  the  amount  of  the  disbursements  in  both  suits  would 
be  paid;  but  that  neither  the  Attorney-Greneral  nor  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Land-Office  had  any  authority  to  pay  his  charges 
for  counsel  fees.  Mr.  Sweet  declined  receiving  the  disbursements, 
without  being  also  paid  the  other  part  of  his  bill.  Had  he  accept- 
ed the  disbursements,  the  Attorney-General  could  have  drawn  tfie 
amount  from  the  treasury,  pursuant  to  1  Rev.  Stat  179,  sec  8. 

Mr.  Sweet  was  not  employed  by  the  people,  nor  by  their  officer, 
and  his  claim  for  counsel  fees,  so  far  as  it  partakes  of  a  legal  cha- 
racter, is  against  Mr.  Holmes.  Whether  the  State  ought  to  pay 
Mr.  Sweet)  by  way  of  indemnifying  the  purchaser  against  the  ne- 
cessary expenses  of  obtaining  possession  of  the  land,  is  a  question 
addressed  to  the  discretion  the  Legislature,  and  on  which  it  is  not 
supposed  that  the  opinion  of  the  Atlomey-Geoeiral  is 
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Other  cases  have  occurred  where  lands  sold  by  the  State  have 
been  occupied  at  the  time  bjr  persons  who  refused  to  yield  the 
possession,  and  the  purchaser  has  been  driven  to  tKo  necessity  of 
bringing  an  action  in  the  name  of  the  people,  on  obtaining  the  con* 
sent  of  the  Attorney-General,  pursuant  to  1  Rev.  Stat.  180,  sec 
10,  11«  This  course  is  burdensome  to  the  purchaser.  In  addition 
to  the  delay  in  obtaining  possessiob,  he  is  frequently  compelled  to 
bear  the  whole  expense  of  the  litigation,  for  the  persons  who  set 
down  upon  the  public  lands  without  authority  are  not  often  able 
to  pay  the  costs  occasioned  by  their  misconduct 

« 

On  the  re-salc  of  lands  held  under  a  certificate  of  the  Surveyor- 
General,  the  statute  has  provided  for  the  removal  of  the  former 
occupant  without  delay,  and  by  means  which  can  not  be  very  ex- 
pensive. 1  Rev.  Stat.  206,  sec.  52 — 55.  The  case  of  the  two 
Balls  did  not  fall  within  this  statute.  It  is  respectfully  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature  whether  this  provision,  with 
some  mcjdifications,  should  not  be  extended  to  other  cases  of  the 
unauthorized  occupation  of  the  public  fands.  Indictments  and  ac- 
tions of  trespass  are  already  provided  for:  1  Rev.  Stat.  200,  sec 
72 — ^76:  but  these  remedies  have  been  found  both  inefficient  and 
expensive.  A  power  to  remove  the  occupant  by  a  summary  pro* 
ceedlng  would  afford  a  much  better  protection  to  the  public. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

GREENE  C.  BRONSON,  JittyGen. 

Albany^  March  8,  1885. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  7,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  colleges^  academies  and  common 
schools,  on  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly  of  the  28th 
February. 

Mr.  Clinch,  from  the  committee  on  colleges,  academies  and  com- 
mon schools,  to  which  was  referred,  by  resolution  of  26th  ultimo, 
the  duty  of  inquiring  ''  into  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  laws 
of  this  State,  in  relation  to  the  distribution  of  the  income  of  the 
Literature  Fund,  as  to  require  that  the  amount  of  such  fund  which 
may  be  apportioned  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  institution  in  the  city  of 
New-York,  shall  be  deducted  from  the  total  amount  of  such  in- 
come, instead  of  the  amount  apportioned  to  the  incorporated  aca- 
demies in  the  first  Senate  district," 

REPORTED: 

That  they  have  duly  considered  the  subject,  and  are  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  any  change  in  the  present  mode  of  distributing  the 
income  of  the  said  fund,  in  the  particular  alluded  to  in  the  resolu* 
tion  under  consideration,  would  be  inexpedient. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Canal  Commidsioners  relative  to  the  survey  of 
a  canal  route  from  Rochester  to  01eal|. 

The  Canal  Commissioners,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  act 
authorizing  the  survey  of  a  canal  route  from  Rochester  to  Olean, 
respectfully  submit  the  following 

REPORTc 

The  act  directs  the  Canal  Commissioners,  during  the  year  1834, 
to  cause  a  canal  rodte  to  be  surveyed  and  examined  from  Roches* 
ter  up  the  valley  of  the  Genesee  river  to  Olean  on  the  Allegany; 
and  report  to  the  next  Legislature  the  result  of  such  survey  and  exa« 
mination:  Also  a  side  cut  from  the  village  of  Dansville  down  the 
Canaseraga  creek  to  the  aforesaid  canal,  at  or  near  Mount  Morris; 
together  with  such  estimates  respecting  their  cost  and  productive- 
ness, as  the  Commissioners  may  deem  necessary  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Legislature,  and  particularly  whether,  if  completed,  the 
trade  on  said  canals  could  be  diverted  into  any  channels  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  this  State. 

Frederick  C.  Mills,  Esq.,  a  civil  engineer,  was  appointed  by  the 
Canal  Commissioners  to  make  the  examinations,  surveys  and  esti- 
mates contemplated  by  the  above  recited  act.  It  Was  j^H^ected 
that  said  survey  and  estimate  should  be  based  on  a  canal  and  its 
structures  similar  to  the  Chenango  canal;  and  that  a  separate  esti* 
mate  be  made  of  the  cost  of  hammer  faced  stone  locks  laid  in  hy- 
draulic cement.  ■ 

Mr.  Mills  has  discharged  the  duty  confided  to  him  by  his  ap- 
pointment under  said  act    His  report  is  herewith  submitted,  and 
[Assem.  No:  264.]  1 
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his  mops,  pFons  send  profiles,  (being  someMrhat  voluminous  J  are  at 
the  canal  roonr. 

By  this  repevt  it  will  be  seen  that  this  canaT,  side  cur,  and  the 
navigable  feeders,  taking  the  west  side  of  the  river,  extends  over 
12^1  milesy  has  1057  feel  of  lockage^  and  is  estimated  to  cost 

ti,d0a,6^i4.r2: 

The  fine  purveyed  on  the  ejast  side  is  I23|f  miles  in  ieagth,  ha» 
the  same  amooat  of  lockage,  and  i^estimatedf  to  cost  92^002,285.92. 

The  above  estimates,  ajce.made  for  haaunex  f^ced  stone  locks  laid 
in  hydt'aulic  cement.  If  composite  locks  are  made,,  except  in  sitoa* 
tions  where  combined  lock»  occur,  it  will  make  a  deduction  in  each 
of  the  above  estimates  of  $116,242»  The  engineer  reports  thai 
suitable  sV'pe.  can  be  procured  for  locks.  If  this  sbpuld  1^  sq^  the. 
Commission/ers  are.of  ppioioii  t^at  the.  locks,  i|fu)u^d.  bo  «^nstruct- 
ed  of  stone,-  on  at  least  a  portion  of  the  Hne. 

The  eifgineer  has  not  roi^e  ap  estimate  of  damages  to  lands 
through  which  the  canal  passes,  nor  for  diamoges  to  hy4raulic 
works  and  water  privileges.  The  appropriation  of  the  necessary 
quantity  of  water  to  supply  this  canal  and  side  cut,  will  diminish 
aifd  ifjiifre  the  hydvauUc  power  of  this  section,  of  t)ie  S^e* 

The  Commissioners.regret  that  their  pressing  duties  on  the  pub- 
lic works  committed  to  their  charge,  prevented  them  from  person- 
ally examining  the  country  through  which  this  canal  passes;  and 
more  particularly  the  several  prominent  difQcuItioa  and  expensive 

works  which  occur  on  a  portion  of  this  cans). 

•  ■ 

The  Commissioners  have  examined  the  report,  plans  and  esti- 
mates, with,  as  much  care  as  time  and  circumstances  would  admits 
and  they  believe  this  service  haabeen  performed  with  industry,  fi* 
delity  and  care.  It  is  probable  that  the  estimated  cost  of  this  ca- 
nal'may  not  materially  vary  from  the.  cost  of  actual  consiructipn. 
B^t  it  is,  proper  to  repeat  what  has  often  been  said  before,  that  es-. 
tin^ajte^i^or  i^ork  so  difficult  as  occurs  on  a.  portion  of  this  line  of 
canal,  are  always  uncertain,  and.  generally  below,  the  cost  of  the. 
work.  As  far  as  the  Commissioners. can  judge,  the  quantities  ap^. 
pear  to  be  full,  and  the  prices,  adequate. 

It  would  have  been  desirable  to  have  presented  this  report  and 
survey  at  an. earlier  day  in  the  session,  but  it  wm.  not  completed 
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and  presented  l)y  the  Engineer  until  very  recently.  While  in  tlie 
liand^  of  the  Commissioners,  tbeir  report  has  been  delayed  by  the 
absence  of  the  Commissioner  to  whose  charge  this  survey  had  been 
assigned*  Serious  indisposition  in  kis  family  •compelled  him  to 
leave  this  city  last  week. 

The  rei^ort  of  the  engineer,  and  the  full  tmd  intelligent  manner 
in  which  the  whole  subject  is  presented,  will  indicate  the  extent  o^ 
labor  that  has  been  performed;  and  that  the  length  of  time  whick 
}ias  been  occupied  has  been  no  niore  than  was  necessary. 

The  present  as  well  as  former  surveys,  shew  that  a  part  6t  the 
line  BOiitk  of  Mount  Morris,  is  difficult  and  .expensive.  At  the 
falls,  the  high  lands  close  upon  Che  river  with  perpendicular  sides^ 
at  some  places,  of  neariy  400  feet  altitude.  In  the  distance  of  two 
miles,  the  river  appears  to  be  a  continued  succession  of  falls,  de*- 
^cending  274  feet. 

Judge  Geddes  proposed  to  pass  this  point,  by  occtipylng  a  part  of 
the  bed  of  the  river,  and  deCendiiig  the  canal  by  a  wall  of  stone 
masonry. 

Wm.  Jones  surveyed  a  part  of  the  route  of  this  canal  in  1826^ 
at  the  instance  of  the  friends  of  this  improvement^  and  he  proposed 
to  pass  the  canal  around  the  falls  in  a  tunnel,  to  be  cut  through  a 
high  ridge  of  land  of  21  chains  in  length;  which  he  appears  to 
have  considered  practicable,  at  an  expense  of  (21,000. 

it  does  not  appear  that  Mr«  Jones  took  the  necessary  prec&u* 
tion  of  sinking  shafts,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the 
mifteriat^o  be  excavated,  but  presumed  it  was  rock,  and  that  the 
expense  of  an  arch  way  could  be  avoided. 

Mr.  Mills  states,  that  ai\er  a  thorough  examinatbnof  the  cotin^ 
try,  it  was  evident,  that  the  route  by  the  river  must  be  adopted, 
or  the  high  rid^  passed  by  a  tunnel.  A  route  for  a  tunnel,  has 
been  surveyed  and  estimated.  Its  length  is  26  chains,  the  bottoni 
204  feet  beloW  the  top  of  the  ridge,  and  on  the  plan  of  a  passage 
way  for  two  boats,  and  a  towing  path  of  wood,  is  estimated  at 
#144,580.97.  This  estimate  includes  the  expense  of  an  arch  of 
stone  masonry. 

Shafts  appear  to  have  been  sunk,  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the 
soil  to  be  excavated,  and  a  careful  examination,  appears  to  have 
satisfied  the  engineer,  that  this  ridge  abounds  with  quick  sand. 
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To  comtract  a  tannel,  even  under  favorable  circomstancea^  is 
an  expeoBive  and  difficuh  work^  but  to  encounter  quick  fand  in 
such  a  situation,  muBt  be  attended  with  serious  con8e<|uences,  and 
should  be  avoided  if  practicable,  though  at  an  increased  expense. 

The  engineer  proposes  lo  abandon  this  tunne},  and  pursue  the 
river  route,  though  the  distance  is  increased  li  mijes.  Oo  this 
route  it  appears,  that  a  point  of  rock,  06  feet  above  the  bottom  of 
the  canal,  is  encountered,  through  which  it  is  proposed  to  pass  the 
canal,  by  a  tunnel  16  chains  in  length.  The  location  for  this  tun- 
nel is  described  as  favorable,  and  the  expense  of  this  plan,  is  #14,- 
340  less  than  to  cut  down  the  hilL  The  river  route  on  this  plan 
would  cost  •18,651  f  52  more  than  the  route  by  the  long  tumiel. 

The  summit  level  of  this  canal,  is  1 1 1  miles  long,  and  the  great* 
est  depth  of  excavation  is  stated  at  12  feet  No  particular  de» 
scription  is  given  in  the  report,  of  the  character  of  this  work,  and 
it  is  inferred  that  no  difficulties  are  apprehended. 

The  engineer  proposes  to  supply  the  summit  level,  the  canal 
south  to  Olean,  and  north  to  the  place  where  the  first  feeder  is  ta* 
ken  from  the  Genesee  river,  a  distance  of  30i  miles,  with  9,484  cu- 
bic feet  of  water  per  minute.  This  quantity  will  give  100  cubic 
feet  per  minute  per  mile,  and  lockage  water  for  28  boats  passing 
each  way  from  the  summit,  every  24  hours.  This  supply  is  to  be 
obtained  by  feeders  from  the  Ischua  creek,  Lime  lake,  Fish  lake^ 
Beaver  and  Mud  lakes.  Black  creek.  Oil  creek,  and  Little  Oil 
and  Swamp  creek,  which  are  estimated  to  furnish,  exclusive  of  loss 
by  evaporation  and  leakage,  1,556  cubic  feet  per  minute*  These 
lakes  are  to  be  so  enlarged,  by  raising  the  dams  at  their  outlet8,4aa 
to  increase  the  quantity  of  water  667  cubic  feet  per  minute.  The 
deficiency,  1,260  cubic  feet  per  minute,  is  to  be  provided  for  by 
artificial  reservoirs,  located  on  the  Ischua  and  Oil  creeks. 

The  engineer  speaks  favorably  of  the  soil  where  these  reserviors 
are  located,  and  the  drainage  for  the  reservoir  on  Ischua  creek,  is 
estimated  as  suflicient  to  fill  this  reservoir  1 1  times,  (though  filling 
it  once,  is  only  brought  into  the  estimate).  The  drainage  to  the 
other  reservoirs  would  also  appear  to  be  sufficient* 

The  natural  outlet  for  the  waters  of  Lime,  Beaver,  Mud  and 
Fish  lakes,  is  down  the  Cattaraugus  creek,  which  empties  into 
Lake  Erie,  and  if  they  should  be  diverted,  as  is  proposed  by  the 
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engineer,  to  supply  the  canal,  it  i^ould  not  only  create  a  claim  for 
extensive  damages,  but  might  be  considered  unjust  to  the  country 
from  which  the  water  is  diverted. 

If  the  water  of  these  lakes  should  not  be  taken,  the  engineer 
proposes  to  supply  an  equal  quantity  by  additional  reservoirs;  * 
which  he  says  can  be  constructed  at  nearly  the  same  expense,  at 
which  the  water  is  obtained  from  the  lakes. 

North  of  the  sununit,  the  supply  of  water  must  be  drawn  from 
the  Genesee  river,  and  its  tributaries,' and  an  adequate  quantity 
can  no  doubt  be  obtained. 

In  the  report  in  question,  it  is  stated  that  '^  from  the  best  infor** 
mation  which"  could  be  obtained  on  the  subject,  ''  boats  of  light 
burthen  can  ascend  and  descend  the  Allegany  river,  for  about  8 
nionths  in  the  year,  and  from  calculations  made  whilst  at  Olean, 
predicated  upon  statements  made  by  respectable  gentlemen,  enti- 
tled to  credit,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  matter,  property  may 
bo  transported  down  the  river  to  Pittsburgh,  for  25  cts.  per  lOOlb. 
and  up  to  Olean  for  f  1 .20  per  lOOIb. 

The  distance  from  Olean  to  Pittsburgh  is  stated  at  280  miles, 
and  the  average  fall  in  the  river,  at  2i  feet  per  mile.  The  coun- 
try on  both  sides  of  the  river,  is  represented  as  very  much  eleva- 
ted, and  that  the  hills  at  some  places  approach  the  river,  with 
steep  precipitous  sides,  and  at  other  places  recede  from  the  river, 
where  the  valley  opens  to  extensive  flats.  From  this  description 
of  country,  it  is  evident  that  this  stream  must  be  subject  to  sudden 
and  high  floods. 

The  average  fall  per  mile  in  the  river  between  Olean  and  Pitt^ 
burgh,  is  probably  correctly  stated;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
in  many  places  it  must  be  much  greater. 

Before  the  construction  of  the  Erie  canal,  Olean  was  the  depot 
for  the  property  of  the  surrounding  country,  then  sent  down  the 
Allegany  river;  and  at  this  place  also,  great  numbers  of  emigrants 
annually  embarked  for  the  vallies  of  the  Ohio,  and  the  Mississippi, 
and  other  parts  of  the  western  country. 

It  is  recollected  that  boats  have  ascended  this  river  as  far  as 
Clean,  but  it  is  not  supposed  that  it  ever  has  been  done  to  any 
considerable  extent,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  property. 
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A  detcending  navigation  tonld  no  doubt  be  extensively  asod 
during  the  continuance  of  spring  floods,  and  in  the  fall,  if  there 
should  be  sufficient  falling  water  to  swell  the  river.  But  this  is  a 
precarious  navigation^  and  never  could  be  relied  upon  to  accom* 
modate  a  regular  trade. 

On  the  Susquehanna,  the  ordinary  length  of  what  they  term  a 
rafting  flood,  does  not  extend  beyond  6  or  6  weeks,  and  in  some 
seasons  not  more  than  half  this  length  of  time.  In  the  fall'the  pe- 
riod of  navigation  is  generally  short;  and  it  often  occurs,  that  no 
properly  is  sent  down  the  river. 

The  average  extent  of  navigation  on  the  Chemung  river,  is  esti- 
mated at  about  8  weeks,  and  very  little  reliance  is  placed  on  using 
the  river  in  the  fall. 

Business  on  these  rivers  generally  commences  8  or  4  weeks  be- 
fore  the  opening  of  the  navigation  on  the  canal,  and  often  extends 
but  a  short  time  beyond  it.  ... 

It  is  apprehended,  that  as  connected  with  canal  navigation,  the 
Allegany  river  would  not  furnish  those  certain  facilities,  in  regard 
to  the  security  of  property,  saving  of  time,  and  expense  of  trans- 
portation, so  necessary  to  ensure  a  regular  and  extended  business. 

It  is  probable  that  the  country  bordering  on  the  Allegany  river, 
as  far  down  the  valley  as  Warren  in  Pennsylvania,  and  perhaps 
to  some  extent,  as  far  as  Pittsburgh,  would  be  supplied  with  arti- 
cles of  importation,  by  this  canal.  But  the  Commissioners  do  not 
believe  that  a  regular  trade  could  be  established  with  the  valley 
of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  in  the  direction  of  this  canal,  without 
igiproving  the  navigation  of  the  Allegany  river,  or  extending  the 
canal  down  the  valley. 

The  engineer  has  furnished  what  appears  to  be  a  correct  exhi- 
bit of  the  distances,  and  expense  of  transportation,  from  Olean  (if 
the  canal  was  made)  to  several  Atlantic  ports.  This  part  of  his 
report  demonstrates,  as  we  think,  pretty  clearly,  that  ^*  the  trade 
on"  this  canal  ^'  could  not  be  diverted  into  any  channel  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  the  State.'' 

Mr.  Mills  has  made  a  very  full,  and  intelligent  exhibit  of  infor- 
mation which  he  has  collected  in  reference  to  the  probable  amount 
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of  revenue  from  this  canal.  The  Commissioners  have  no  doubt, 
that  this  statement  has  been  made  with  fidelity,  and  they  have  no 
information  in  their  possession,  which  would  enable  them  to  com* 
municate  any  additional  facts  on  this  point. 

WM.  C.  BOUCK, 
In  behalf  of  the  Canal  Commissioners. 

March  id,  1885. 


•I 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  365. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  7,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  ftrmera» 
«nd  packers  of  pressed  hay,  and  ^Lbo  of  dealers  in 
that  article  in  the  city  of  New^York. 

Mr.  Van  Bergen,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  re* 
ferred  the  petition  of  the  farmers,  and  packers  of  pressed  hayi  and 
«Iso  of  the  dealers  and  purchasers  of  that  article  in  the  city  of 
New-York, 

.  REPORTED: 

That  the  petitioners  represent,  that  the  corporation  of  the  city 
of  New- York,  by  an  ordinance  of  the  14th  April,  1634,  compel  all 
pressed  hay  about  to  be  sold  in  said  city,  to  be  inspected  and 
weighed  by  the  city  inspector;  that  they  have  appointed  an  in- 
apector  of  pressed  hay,  with  the  compensation  of  twa  cents  per 
one  hundred  weight;  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  petitioners,  and  in 
which  your  committee  coincide,  the  Revised  Statutes,  vol,  1,  page 
674,  have  made  ample  provision  to  prevetU  fraud  or  imposition  m 
the  sale  of  the  article. 

Your  committee  are  satisfied  from  the  representation  of  the  pe- 
titioners, and  also  from  other  sources  of  information,  that,  this  or- 
dinance is  unnecessary  and  useless  in  itself,  and  injurious  and  op- 
pressive both  to  the  wdkr  aqd  the  fwrchasor* 
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To  the  f  it/Zsr,  in  creating  delay  in  the  titoe  neeeMtrily  coiieoiiied 
in  obtaining  the  attendance  of  the  inspector,  and  in  the  handlittg, 
o;>onin|r«  wcrigbingc  and  re-paeking,  hc^  of  a  cargo  of  hay;,  in 
canting  datnago  to  the  hay,  inaMnuch  as  its  quality  cannot  be  as- 
cerfmiM'd  unless  bv  openini;  the  bundles;  and  ger)cr»ny,  it  becomes 
nocessiary  to  kind  the  who^e  cargo,  thereby  frequently  exposing  it 
be  injured  by  the  weather;  Chat  the  esipease  to  which  the  seller 
is  subjected,  is  burdensome  in  the  extreane,  being  abomi  fnar  per 
eeni  on  the  whole  ao/ae  of  the  article;  that  inasmuch  as  large  quan-^ 
tities  of  hay  ait  brought  to  the  New-York  market,  for  the  par* 
pose  of  being  re<«hipped  for  transportation  to  the  southern  market, 
U  the  bundles  are  afoasd  by  the  iaspsfller,  i4  is  iaipossible  to  re* 
store  them  to  their  original  compactness,  and  conseqtiently  they 
are  exposed  to  damage  from  the  operation  of  the  weather^ 

If  they  are  not  opened,  the  only  person  benefitted  by  the  operS' 
tieOfiH  the  infttteetor;  and  by  his  plaeiag  hiaiuspeotimi  brand  apoa 
an  article,  df  ttae'^pariity  <ef  wUdi  he  is  igaorant,  ths  fteaesf  and 
the  iiilumeii  seller  are  pal  on  an  eqaality,  and  the  ^sed  aad  the 
bad  article  placed  on  an  equal  footitig. 


The  ordiaaaae  is  iajMrious  to  the  fwrckaser  aad  deate-i  be-^ 
cause. 

If  the  inspector  opens  the  bundle,  it  is  materially  depreciated, 
especially  for  reshipment,  and  is  lass  convenient  to  be  oarrisd  te 
the  purchaser  for  home  consumption. 

tf  not  opened,  the  inspection  is  of  no  use,  because  its  quality, 
except  on  the  outside,  cannot  be  detertyiined. 

It  jtrives  the  aeller  to  other  markets,  less  trammetled,  and  whers 
tlus,  (as  they  conceive,)  worse  than  asekss  practice  does  not  tx- 
ist 

Becahise,  if  relied  on,  the 'fnspeocion  brand  is  leohed  to  f or  se« 
<^lfrliy,  UtiOier  than  that  of  the  packer  aad  iw^ller  iiiidet  Ae  sts« 
tute. 

Ttfor  ebtnttfittee  nrt  therefore  of  opmien,  tiiat  the  ffrayer  ef  6m 
petitidners,  that  an  Hdt  may  be  passed,  ttleaiing  them  from  the 
opetiitibn  ef  an  ordinance  sb  bardensome  aad  oppressive  to  die  sel* 
ler,  so  useless  to  the  pansbaser,  itad  anealfed  for  by  atiier,  tmigkii 
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to  be  granted,  and  that  the  teller  and  the  purehaaer  may  be  at 
liberty,  the  one  to  tell  and  the  other  to  purchate  thit  article  in  the 
New-York  citjr  market,  with  or  without  inipecHan. 

Your  committee  have  therefore  iottructed  their  chairman  to 
prepare  a  bill  for  that  porpotei  and  to  atk  leave  to  introduce  the 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  266. 


IJV  ASSEMBLY, 


March  9,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  claims,  on  the  memorial  of  Jacob 

Trumpbour. 

Mr.  M.  H.  Siblejr,  from  the  committea  on  claimti  to  nvhioh  wan 
Teferred  the  memorial  of  Jacob  Trumpbour,  of  the  town  of  Sau- 
^gertiet  in  the  coanty  of  Ulster,  praying  for  reaMineratioii  for  aer- 
vicea  rendered  the  State, 

REPORTED^ 

The  meraoriaTist  represents,  that  in  tlie  spring  of  the  year  1829, 
he  was  employed,  under  sections  four  and  five  of  article  one  of 
title  nine  of  chapter  nine  of  the  first  part  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
to  make  surveys  of  certain  portions  of  the  canals  of  this  State,  to 
wit,  the  Cayuga,  Seneca  and  Oswego  canals,  and  that  part  of  the 
Erie  canal  west  of  Canastota;  and  also  to  prepare  manuscript 
maps  and  field  notes  thereof. 

That,  during  the  years  182f  and  18S0  he  was  assiduously  en- 
gaged, with  his  assistants,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  said  work; 
that  he  accomplished  the  surveys,  and  prepared  drafts,  or  rough 
maps,  and  field  notes  of  the  same. 

That  a  misunderstanding  having  arisen  as  to  the  manner  and 
principles  of  the  said  surveys,  between  the  memorialist  and  Holmes 
Hutchinson,  who  was  employed  to  survey  the  residue  of  the  ca- 
nals in  this  State,  and  the  Canal  Commissioners,  the  subject  was 
referred  to  the  Legislature. 
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Aeoordiiigljr,  in  March,  1891,  he  preaented  his  petitioo  for  re- 
lief, to  thb  Hooae,  (See  Ateembly  DociuDents  of  that  year.  No. 
SM.)  But,  owiDg  to  the  adTanced  period  of  the  aeision  and  the 
preaa  of  other  bosisets,  it  was  not  then  defioitely  acted  vpon. 

Id  February,  18^  he  renewed  his  petition  in  the  House,  which, 
.  together  with  the  sobjecls  connected  therewith,  were  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  consisting  of  the  Hon.  Jndah  Hammond,  To- 
bias L.  Hogeboem  4md  John  McDonald,  with  powers  to  call  for 
persons  and  papers,  and  to  continue  their  investigations  for  thirty 
days,  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  if  they  should  deem  it 


This  committee  entered  upon  the  duties  so  ass^ned  to  them, 
which  they  diligently  prosecuted  for  the  remainder  of  the  session, 
and  for  thirty  days  after  the  close  of  it. 

At  the  extra  session  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  summer  of  1883, 
lilts  committee  made  a  full  and  elaborate  report  of  the  result  of 
^dieir  minnte  and  ample  inveptigations  and  their  arduous  labors,  ia- 
ToraUe  to  the  daioM  of  the  petitioner,  and  intft^duoed  a  Wtl  for  his 
relief.    (See  Assembly  Doc.  of  that  year,  Nos.  884  and  88(.) 

In  consequence  of  the  alarm  excited  at  that  time  in  all  miads, 
by  the  prevailing  cholera,  the  bill  introduced  in  accordance  with 
the  report  was  not  acted  upon;  but  the  Assembly  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

**  Re$ohei,  That  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  po- 
tion of  Jacob  Trumpb^m*,  with  the  evidence  accompanying  the 
same,  be  respectfully  referred  to  the  oonsideration  of  the  next 
Legislature  of  this  State.'^    (See  Assembly  Jour.  1888,  page  988.) 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution  the  petitioner,  in  1838,  again 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  bis  case,  and  it  was  again  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Jansea,  Stilwell 
and  Dodge.     (See  Assembly  Jour.  1888,  page  84.) 

This  eomauttae  reported  on  the  96th  day  of  January,  1888,  fit- 
vorably  to  the  petitioner*    (See  Asseemby  Doc  51.) 

In  concluding  their  report  they  say,  in  reference  to  the  report 
of  the  select  committee  of  1882,  **  Your  committee  have  atten- 
tively examined  said  report,  and  the  evidence  upon  which  it  is 
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founded,  and  see  no  caase  to  differ  with  the  former  committee  in 
judgment  upon  the  facts  and  conclusions  therein  set  forth."  And 
they  "  therefore  respectfuHy  refer  the  House  to  the  said  report 
and  evidence,  (which  being  voluminous  it  is  unnecessary  to  re- 
capitulate,) and  have  instructed  their  ^hairnian  to  prepare  a  bill 
adapted  to  the  case,  and  ask  leave  to  present  the  same:"  and  this 
•committee,  by  their  chairman,  did  ask  and  obtain  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill^  conforming  in  its  provisions  to  that  recommended  by 
the  committee  of  1 882. 

Although  this  report  was  made  at  an  early  period  of  the  session^ 
yet  the  petitioner  was  not  aUe  to  obtain  any  definite  action  of  the 
Legislature  on  the  subject  at  that  session. 

In  1634,  the  subject  was  again  revived  bjr  him  in  this  House, 
and  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  claims,  which,  on  the  17th 
January,  made  a  report  favorable  to  the  petitioner,  (See  Assem- 
bly Doc.  of  that  year.  No.  87,)  and  brought  in  a  bill  in  conformi- 
ty therewith. 

Notwithstanding  this  claim  has  been  so  often  and  so  thoroughly 
investigated,  by  former  committees  of  the  House,  both  select  and 
standing,  all  of  whom  have  recommended  it  to  favorable  conside- 
ration; yet,  the  petitioner  has  not  hitherto  been  able  to  obtain  any 
definite  legislative  action,  and  therefore  again  repeats  his  prayer 
for  relief. 

No  other  evidence  has  been  considered  by  your  committee,  in 
this  case,  than  is  embodied  in  the  report  of  1882,  and  the  docu- 
ments therewith  submitted:  indeed  the  case  seems  scarcely  to  ad- 
mit of  any  further  illustration.  The  faithful  labors  of  that  com- 
mittee appear  to  have  exhausted  the  subject,  and  to  spread  before 
the  mind  all  the  facts  necessary  to  a  correct  decision.  The  time 
accorded  to  that  committee  enabled  it  to  adopt  the  best  possible 
mode  for  the  ascertainment  of  exact  truth,  by  the  personal  exami- 
nation and  cross  examination  of  witnesses,  and  the  careful  scruti- 
ny of  every  document,  with  all  the  lights  which  able  counsel,  on 
either  side,  could  cast  upon  the  subject;  and,  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  whole,  full  opportunity  was  afforded  for  deliberation  and  for  a 
careful  and  minute  exposition  of  the  case. 

These  circumstances  recommend  that  report  to  greater  confi- 
dence than  belongs  to  the  ordinary  labors  of  standing  committees. 
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and  a  careful  exaroination  of  it,  and  the  evidence  annexed  to  it,  is 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  due  to  the  petitioner,  and  ought 
to  be  made  by  every  person  who  is  required  to  pass  upon  the  case. 

Such  an  examination  has  brought  the  minds  of  several  succe^ 
sive  committees  to  conclusions  favorable  to  the  justice  and  equity 
of  the  claim,  and  has  produced  a  similar  conviction  in  the  miodsof 
your  committee.  They  think  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  paid 
a  fair  compensation  for  his  services  and  expenses  in  making  the 
said  surveys  and  maps,  so  iar  as  he  proceeded,  and  his  reasonable 
disbursements  in  prosecuting  his  claim.  And  they  have  instnicted 
their  chairman  to  prepare,  and  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  this 
purpose. 


STATE  OF  NEW. YORK. 


No.  267- 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  16,  1835, 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
Of  the  Dutchess  County  Bank. 

DUTCHB88   COVNTT   BaVK,        ) 

Paughkeepne^  JPe6.  18<A,  18S5.  ) 


I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  annual  return  of  this  insti- 
tution^ required  by  the  law* 

Very  respectfully,  • 

Your  ob't  senrant, 

W,  CUNNINGHAM, 

CoMhimr. 
CHAmLsa  HimraBBT,  Esq. 

Spwket. 


M»* 


SUUoMiU  of  the  Funds  of  the  Dutchees  Countjf  Banh  {of  PoMgh^ 

keepsUy)  Fdnmarp  2d^  18S6. 

RESOURCES  OP  THE  BANK. 

Motes  discounted  and  other  sureties, •  •  •  •  |400|6S6  46 

Specie  on  hand, ^ •32^13ft  10 

Bills  of  other  specie  paying  banks, ...  •     IS^SM  00 

Carried  forward, 
[AaMm.  No.  M7.]  1 


t  [A 

Brought  forward,    $  f 

Checks,  sight  drafts,  kc 11,661  68 

Balances  doe  from  bai^ks, 7,003  03 

Deposited  with  the  Phenix  Bank,  New- 
York,  for  the  redemption  of  our 

notes, 1«4,W6«  i 

-, 177,574  49 

Banking  house  and  lot, 6,500  00 

Personal  propertyt* ••<* 3,028  82 

•587,73!^  21 

DUB  FROM  THE  *BANK. 

Stock  paid  in^ #150,000  00 

Bills  in  oirculatioi), 260,872  00 

Balances  due  other  banks  for  collections,  •«••••.    ••      46, 117  07 
Individual  Credits,.* *     113,254  05 

t570,243  12 


Resources  over  the  liabilities  of  the  bank,.  flt,4d6  00. 

• 

Dutchess  County^  s$^ 

James  Emott,  president,  and  Walter  Cunningham,  cashier  of  the 
Dutchess  County  Bank,  being  sworn,  depose  and  saj,  that  the 
foregoing  is  a  full  and-  true  account  of  the  funds  and  property  of 
the  bank;  that  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  subscribed  and  paid 
in,  is  #150,000;  and  that  the  amount  of  specie  above  stated,  is  bo- 
na fide  the  property  of  the  bank,  and  has  «ot  been  borrowed  or 
in  anywise  obtained  with  the  view  to  make  this  return.  And 
these  deponents  further  say,  that  shfiee  the  last  annual  return,  the 
bank  has  kept  an  account  in  th^  city  of  New- York,  in  the  Phenix 
Bank,  in  order  to  have  its  bills  receivable  and  current  in  New- 
York,  so  that  its  bills  might  pass  in  the  State  and  elsewhere  with* 
out  discount ;  and  the  directors  have  accordingly  ordered  such  sur- 
]^uss  funds  as  were  not  needed  at  the  bank  for  its  ordinary  busi- 
ness, to  be  sent  t^  the  Phenix  Bank  to  redeem  its  papet  there;  and 
that  the  sum  ab6Vi  stited  as  being  m  the  Phents  Baidc,  are  the 
Tunds  of  this  bank  p1k€ed  there  for  the  aforesaid  purpose.  And 
these  deponents  further  say,  that  batandes  due  other  banks»  as 
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stated  above,  are  for  coUectiout  recently  made  fof  such  banks,  and 
not  yet  remitted. 

JAMES  EMOTT,  * 
WALTER  CUNNINGHAM. 

Sworn  this  18th  February, ) 
1885,  before  me,  \ 

Chaslbs  H.  Rugolbs, 

Circuit  Judg0, 


^ 


STATE  OF  NEW-YOKK. 


No.  268. 


■I ..  * 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  11,  1835« 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  Jeffiry  Hand,  an  Inspector  of  Lumber  in  and  for 
the  city  and  county  of  New-York, 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OP  NEW. 

YORK. 

The  subscriber,  *an  inspector  of  lumber  in  and  for  the  city  and 
county  of  New-York,  begs  leave,  in  conformity  to  thq  laws  of 
the  State,  to  submit  herewith  his  annual  report  of  lumber  inspect- 
ed, together  with  the  average  prices  and  amount  of  fees  received, 
for  the  year  ending  the  31  st  day  of  December,  1834. 

Feet  r^lL 

127,600  eastern  pine  timber,  merch't .»•••».  #14 

65,487         »*            **             refuse,    7 

132,033        *^    spruce  timber,  merch't •  •  • .  IS 

43,510        «              "              refuse, 6 

75,829        ^^    pine  boards,  merch't. «  la 

25,243        *'            **            seconds,  11 

41,251         "            "             refuse,     ,..,  8 

51,478        ^*    spruce  boards,  merch^t 13 

19,237        **              "            refuse,     61 

125,023  northern  pine,  clear, • 28 

14,028        "        "         merch't 16 

10,326        "        <*         refuse,     8 

103,641         '^        box  boards,  measured,  •  •  •  • 13 

36,492  western  spruce  timber,  merch't 16 

32,329        ''                '«             refuse,     8 
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fWit*  FcrM. 

58,525  louthern  yellow  pine,  merch't f34 

18,128        *'  <'  refuse,   13 

20,275  Egg^Harbor  sheathing,  merch't  •  •  •  • 18 

17,415        "  '*  refuse,   «i 

82,123  cedar  boards,  merch't 20 

18,672  ''  refuse, 10 

15,822  beech,  birch  and  maple,  merch't  •*. 

5,727    "  "  «       refuse,     

156,000  cypress  shingles, • Si 

58  tons  14  ft.  N.  R«  pine  tim'r,  merch't 
10  5  ''  "  refiise,. 

61  4        locust  timber,  merch't.  60  to  OOcti. 

10  11  '<  refuse,    •  80  to  40di. 

216  in.  oak  and  spruce  knees,  merch't. 
46  «  "  refuse,.. 

64,827  white  wood  boards  and  plank,  merch't ....  ^18 

15,248  **  "  "         refuse 0 

28,241  locust  timber  and  joist,  merch't 

12,028  "  "  refuse,    

6,053  ash  plank  and  boards,  merch^t •  •  • . 

1,620        «  "  refuse 

Fees, .^ .  ^470  46. 

JEFFRY  HAND,  hspeetar. 

JVVtp>Fori,  JoMuary  34,  1836. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  269. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  16,  1835 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Of  Epaphras  Warren,  an  Inspector  of  Beef  and  Pork 

in  the  county  of  Tompkins. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW- 

YORK. 

I,  Epaphras  Warran,  inspector  of  beef  and  pork  for  the  county 
of  Tompkins,  residing  in  the  village  of  Ithaca,  do  report,  that 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  instant,  I  have 
inspected  102  barrels  of  mess  pork,  106  barrels  prime  pork,  and 
20l>arrels  of  cargo  porL 

About  two-thirds  of  the  above  inspected  pork  was  still  fatted, 
the  other  third  was  fatted  on  corn,  and  vias  all  well  fatted,  and 
was  of  a  good  quality. 

The  average  value  was  fourteen  dollars  for  mess,  eleven  for 
prime,  and  nine  for  cargo  'per  barrel. 

The  amount  of  fees  that  accrued  from  my  office  during  the  year, 
was  #57. 

EPAPHRAS  WARREN,  Inspector. 
Ithaca  J  January  30,  1835. 
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STATE  OP  NEW- YORK. 


No.  270. 


IN  assembly; 


February  7,  1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  E.  L.  Boynton,  an  Inspector  of  Beef  and  Pork 

in  the  city  of  Troy. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OP  NEW- 
YORK. 

I,  Ebenozar  L.  Boynton,  an  Inspector  of  beef  and  pork,  residing 
in  the  city  of  Troy,  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer,  do  certify  and 
report,  that  since  the  1st  day  of  February,  1834,  I  have  inspected 
1,547  bbls.  of  beef,  as  follows,  viz: 

976  bbis.  prime  beef, •  •  •  •  •  worth  $6  00  per  bbL 

601  bbls.  mess  beef, 9  00        '' 

80  I  bbls.  mess  beef,....' 5  50        ** 

21  bbls.  cargo  beef, 5  00        '< 

6  bbls.  bull  beef, 4  60         <' 

10  bbls.  neck  beef,.... 8  00        *' 

And  that  during  the  time  aforesaid,  I  have  inspected  1,153  bbls. 
of  pork,  as  follows,  viz: 

625  bbls.  prime  pork, worth    99  00  per  bbl. 

436  bbls.  mess  pork, 15  00  *' 

59  bbls.  thin  mess  pork, 14  00  '' 

28  bbls.  cargo  pork,. 7  00  '' 

5  bbls  sour  prime  pork,.».«  ••  6  60  " 

4  bbls.  rusty  prime, 7  00  '' 

1  bbL  rusty  prime......  ••••••  1200  *' 

Feet  on  2,600  bbls.  beef  and  pork,  at  1 6  cts.  per  bbl. . .  9390  00 

E.  L.  BOYNTON,  Inspector. 
Troy,  Fdb.  1,  1885. 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  271. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  9, 1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  oa  the  petition  R.  L.  Parker, 

and  others. 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Re^ 
becca  L.  Parker,  and  the  wardens  and  vestry  of  St.  John'a  churchi 
at  Delhi,  in  the  tx>ttnty  of  Delaware,  praying  for  the  confirmation 
<ff  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Daniel  Cameron,  deceased;  and 
also  the  petitions  of  William  Thompson  and  Marion  Thompson^ 
and  of  John  Ladd  and  Nancy  Ladd,  praying  that  the  estate  of  said 
Cameron  should  he  granted  to  them  respectively, 

REPORTED: 

That  it  is  represented  by  the  above  mentioned  petition,  that 
Daniel  Cameron,  late  of  the  town  of  Delhi  aforesaid,  died  of  a 
abort  illness  at  that  place,  on  or  about  the  15th  day  of  October  last, , 
if»the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  leaving  property,  including  both 
real  and  personal,  to  the  amount  of  about  twelve  hundred  dollars. 

It  appears  from  the  said  petition,  that  said  Cameron,  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  was  unmarried,  and  a  bachelor,  and  left  no  relations 
or  next  of  kin,  capable  of  inheriting  his  property,  or  taking  it  under 
the  statute  of  distributions. 

It  also  appears,  that  on  the  10th  day  of  October  last,  during  the 
illness  of  said  Cameron,  he  requested  doctor  Ebeneier  Steele,  bis 
stlending  physician,  to  draw  his  will,  and  instructed  him  how  he 
wished  it  drawn,  and  what  disposition  he  wished  to  have  made  of 
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Ur  property;  that  i  will  was  accordingly  drawn  by  doctmr Steele, 
according  to  laid  instructioof,  in  the  words  following: 


**  In  the  name  of  God,,  amen^ — I,  Daniet  Caneron,.  of  the  town 
of  DeHiir  m  tbe  county  of  Delaware,  do  mato  and  dedara'  diis  to 
be  my  last  will  and  testament,  levofcing  aU  otbefs  by  me  befeto* 
fbremade^ 

^  UrsL  I  commit  mty  soul  into  the  bands  of  Afmigbty  GKod,  and 
rely  on  tbe  merits  of  bis  son  Jesus  Christ  for  salration;  and  direct 
my  body  to  be  decent^  boned,  and  a  snitabie  monament  to  be 
erected  to  point  ont  the  phne  of  my 


*«  Se€9ndlf.  I  direct  aU  my  just  debts  to  be  paid. 

^  Thirdly  I  gire  and  beqoeath  onto  Rebecca  L.  Parker,  daugh* 
ter  of  Amasa  Parker,  of  Delhi,  five  hundred  doUars* 

**  FMtrthljf^  AU  tbe  rest  and  residue  of  my  estate,  whether  real 
or  fenonal,  I  give  and  bequenth  unto  tbe  wardens  and  vestry  of 
Ql*  John's  church,  io  Delhi,  and  their  socoessors  to  office,  to  be 
appropriated  as  they  shaU  thizik  most  prudent,  in  paying  of  the 
49b!s  due  io  the  constraction  and  furnishing  of  the  edifice,  and  for 
the  fuluie  support  of  the  rector  tbereoC 

^  Lastly.  I  appoint  doct.  Ebenezet  Steele  the  executor  of  this^ 
my  last  will  and  testament. 

**  In  witness  whereof,  l  have  hereunto  set  my  band  and  seal^ 
this  IStb  day  of  October,  1884* 

[l.  s.] 

**  Signed,  sealed,  published,  and  declared 

•  to  be  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Da- 
niel Canwron,  in  the  presence  of  us, 
who  have  hereunto  set  our  names  at  his 
request,  as  witnesses.'' 

That  after  said  will  was  drawn,  it  was  read  to  said  Caooeron  by 
doctor  Steele,  and  said  Cameron  expressed  his  entire  approbation 
0I  its  contents,  and  said  it  was.every  way  agreeable  Io  his  wishes^ 
and  in  conformity  to  his  instructions*  Witnesses  wore  called  to 
witness  said  will,  but  said  Cameron  complained  that  his  hand  was 
weak  and  so  much  aliected,  that  he  could  not  write  iris  name,  and 
requested  doct  Steele  to  do  it  for  him;  but  that  doet*  Steele  be* 
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lieving  it  was  aeoessary  to  the^due  ex^eotioo  of  said  win,  that  saiA 
CameroB  ahoakl  aubacribe  it  in  hia  ow&  hand  writings  tbe  boaineaa 
waa  atapeadad,  and  aoon  after  aaid  Cameroo  hacantie  denu»gdd|  and 
iocapaUe  of  axaoutiiig  aaid  will»  aad  ao  remaiMd  no  til  hia  death. 


It  appears  from  the  affidavits  of  doctor  Steele,  the  atten<fing  phy-  - 
aician,  and  Joel  Eaten  and  Elizabeth  Moore,  two  of  the  nurses  of 
aaid  Cameron  during  his  last  illness,  that  he  was  of  sound  and  dis^ 
posing  mind  and  memory  on  the  day  on  which  said  will  was  drawn 
up  as  aforesaid,  and  read  to  said  Cameron  by  said  Steele,  though 
«t  times  a  little  flighty  for  a  moment  on  awaking  firom  sleep^ 

The  affidavits  of  Elizabeth  Robinson  and  Eliza  Root,  produced 
to  your  committee,  shew  that  Cameron  was  weak,  and  his  mind 
wandering  and  delirious  during  most  of  the  day  on  which  his  will 
was  drawn,  and  read  to  htm  as  aforesaid* 

All  who  have  appeared  before  your  committee  in  relation  to  Ae 
natter  referred  to  them,  have  givea  to  doctor  Steele  a  high  charao^ 
tier  lor  intelligetice  and  integrity.  He  swears  positively  to  the 
eotupetency  of  the  said  Gameren  to  make  a  will  at  the  tiatie  he  di* 
rected  him  to  draw  up  his  will,  and  at  the  time  it  was  read  over  to 
iiim  aa  aforesaid.  Your  committee  are  therefore  of  the  opwiea 
that  Cameron  was  at  that  time,  of  sound  and  disposing  nsind  Md 
memory,  and  competent  to  make  a  valid  wilL 

■ 

Under  the  circumstances  above  stated,  the  said  Rebecon  L.  Par^ 
ker  and  the  wardens  and  vestry  of  Md  church,  ask  that  the  pn>- 
perty  of  the  said  Cameron  may  be  disposed  of  according  (o  the 
terms  of  aaid  will. 

On  tbe  part  of  William  Thoo^Mon  and  Marioa  Thompson,  it  ia 
rapreaented  that  the  property  of  said  CamerM  fbtuserly  balok^ed 
to  Jamea  Davie,  late  of  the  said  town  of  Delhi,  deeeaaed^  thai  al* 
ter  the  dealh  of  the  father  of  tbe  said  CameitMi,  hia  mother  waa 
married  to  aaid  Davie,  aad  thai  said  Jabea  Davie  died  «il.h- 
out  children,  tin  er  about  the  8lb  of  March,  19M,  leaving  Ua  wi- 
dow, Cameron's  mother,  who  survived  her  said  second  husband 
about  two  weeks;  that  said  Davie  left  personal  property  to  the 
amount  of  over  #2,000,  and  a  will  by  which  he  gave  his  property 
to  his  relatives  in  Scotland;  that  on  application  to  prove  said  will 
before  the  surrogate  of  Delaware  county,  probate  of  the  same 
vras  opposed  by  Henry  Davie  and  said  Cameron,  on  the  ground  of 
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the  imanily  of  8ai<)  James  Davie  at  the  time  he  executed  said  will; 
gnd  after  a  trial  before  said  surrogate,  the  said  will  of  the  said 
James  Darie  was,  on  or  about  the  80th  May,  18M,  declared  Toid 
aod  inoperativer  By  this  decisioa,  which  waa  never  appealed  iromr 
the  property  left  by  said  James  Davie,  vested,  under  the  Revised 
Statutes,  in  his  widow,  the  mother  of  the  said  Cameron,  and  on 
her  death,  belonged  to  the  said  Daniel  Cameron.  It  is  represented 
that  the  said  Marion  Thompson,  wife  of  the  said  William  Thomp- 
son, is  the  sister  of  the  said  James  Davie,  and  she  asks  that  a  per* 
tion  of  the  property  of  said  Cameron  should  be  given  to  her. 

It  appears  from  the  affidavit  of  Henry  Davie,  that  Thompson 
and  his  wife  did  not  arrive  in  this  country  in  time  to  appeal  from 
the  decree  of  the  surrogate,  setting  aside  the  will  of  the  said  Jamea 
Davie.  They  now  seek  to  impeach  that  decision,  by  showing  that 
unfairness  was  used  in  opposing  the  probate  of  said  will.  Your 
eommiltee  have  examined  the  minutes  of  testimony  taken  before 
the  surrogate  on  the  hearing  before  him,  as  to  the  validity  of  said 
will,  and  from  that  testimony,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  decision 
of  the  8urr(^ate  was  correct.  But  the  surrogate  had  jiirisdiction 
of  the  question,  and  it  would,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  be 
estabUshing  a  dangerous  precedent  to  reverse  that  deeision  in  any 
other  manner  than  by  an  appeal  under  the  statute^ 

By  the  petition  of  John  Ladd  and  Nancy  Ladd,  it  is  represent- 
ed that  the  said  Nancy  was  brought  up  in  the  family  of  the  mother 
of  the  said  Daniel  Cameron,  and  that  soon  after  the  property  came 
to  the  possession  of  the  said  Daniel  in  1832,  the  said  Daniel  Came- 
ron gave  to  the  said  Nancy  Ladd  all  the  household  furnituroi  (a 
part  of  which  was  subsequently  returned  to  said  Cameron,)  and 
ofiered  to  give  to  said  Nancy  Ladd  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dol- 
lars; that  in  consequence  of  the  intimacy  existing  between  the  said 
Cameron  and  the  siUd  Njuicy  Ladd,  it  was  the  intention  of  said 
Cameron  to  leave  to  her  a  portion  of  bis  property;  and  the  said 
John  Ladd  and  Nancy  Ladd  ask  that  the  whole  or  a  portion  of  said 
property  should  be  granted  by  the  Legislature  to  ihem. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  it  is  now  too  late  to  raise  the 
qustion  whether  James  Davie  was  or  was  not  competent  to  exe- 
cute the  will.  The  decision  of  the  surrogate  not  having  been  ap- 
pealed from  is  final  and  conclusive.  If  this  view  be  correct  William 
and  Marion  Thompson  can  not  now  claim  the  property  under  the 
will  which  has  been  set  aside. 
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Cameron  died  without  hein,  and  opon  his  death  the  State  be* 
came  the  absolute  owner  of  his  property*  There  can  be  no  doubt 
therefore,  that  the  Legislature  have  full  power  to  dispose  of  it  in 
such  manner  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

It  is  believed  that  the  will  was  drawn  pursuant  to  the  directions 
of  Cameron,  and  approved  of  by  him.  Had  the  attending  physi- 
cian been  acquainted  with  the  legal  requisites  on  the  execution  of 
a  will,  it  would  have  been  legally  executed  at  the  timci  and  the 
business  would  not  have  been  postponed  until  it  was  too  late  to 
execute  it 

The  intention  of  Cameron  as  to  the  disposition  of  his  property 
was,  therefore,  as  clearly  expressed  as  if  the  will  had  been  execu- 
ted by  him,  although  the  strict  forms  of  law  were  not  complied 
with.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  'the  intention  of  the 
deceased  ought  in  justice  to  be  carried  into  effect.  It  was  not  the 
object  or  design  of  the  law  by  which  the  property  of  the  deceased 
became  forfeited  to  the  State,  to  take  advantage  of  technical  omis- 
sions, for  the  purpose  of  putting  money  into  the  treasury  against 
the  clearly  expressed  will  of  the  deceased. 

Your  committee  therefore  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  car> 
rjring  into  effect  the  intention  of  the  said  Cameron. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  272. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  9, 1835. 


REPORT 

Of  tbfe  eommittee  cm  elawka^  on  'the  petition  <tf  Miyor 

Wation. 

Mr.  M.  H.  Siblej,  from  the  committe*  on  claims,  to  vrhich  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Major  Watson,  for  a  grant  of  bounty  land, 

REPORTED: 

.  The  petitioiMr  reprdftftS)  that  on  the  11th  day  of  March, 
1777,  hm  eolitfted)  far  ikree  yuar^^  ai  a  private  soldier  m  Capt. 
McCracken'f  eoropany^  ef  the  first  New-York  regiment,  and  im* 
mediately  joined  the  AmericMi  araiy  at  Fort  Edward,  where  he 
remained  until  it  was  evacuated  in  September  of  that  year:  that, 
while  on  the  march  from  that  station  be  was  taken  sick,  and  re- 
moved to  bis  father's  house:  that  he  rejoined  the  army  as  soon  at 
be  was  fit  for  duty ;  fought  the  enemy  at  the  battles  of  Stillwater 
and  of  Monmouth;  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians,  on  the  28d 
day  of  July,.  1779,  together  with  Lieut  William  Scudder,  and 
thirty-two  others,  who  were  subsequeatly  ransomed ;  but,  that  the 
Indians  refused  to  relinquish  the  prisoner,  at  any  price,  and  kept 
him  prisoner  about  two  years,  when  he  made  his  escape  at  La- 
chine,  and  put  himself  under  the  protection  of  Col.  Campbell,  a 
British  officer  at  Montreal,  where  he  was  detained  as  a  prisoner 
of  war  until  the  peace. 

For  such  services  and  sufierings  the  petitioner  asks  a  grant  of 
bounty  land,  or  of  money  in  lieu  of  it 
[Assem.  No.  S78.]  1 
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The  petitioner  further  gtatei,  that  he  made  an  application  for 
bounty  land  about  forty  yean  ago,  which  waa  rejected,  because 
hii  name  was  not  found  on  the  balloting  book,  or  on  any  records 
of  the  war  department:  that  he  had  not  since  ascertained  that  any 
evidence  of  his  services  existed,  until  some  time  in  the  month  of 
October  last,  when  he  was  informed,  by  Isaac  Wood,  Esq.  of  Au- 
rora, that  it  might  be  fougd  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  facts  set  forth*  in  the  petition  are  Terified  by  the  oath  of  the 
petitioner;  an  affidavit  of  David  Dewey  and  EInathan  Mason,  to 
the  good  character  of  the  petitioner  for  truth,  is  also  produced. 

The  only  record  evidence  of  the  petitioner's  services  is  found  in 
Neely's  Register,  by  which  it  appears  that  he  enlisted  in  captain 
McCracken's  company  of  the  first  New- York  regiment,  on  the 
11th  day  of  Mareh,  1777,  for  ibree  years;  deserted,  on  the  7th 
day  of  September  in  the  same  year;  rejoined  the  army,  on  the 
5th  day  of  Mareh,  1778;  and  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians, 
on  the  28d  day  of  July,  1779. 

The  petitioner  has  appeared,  personally,  before  your  committee 
and  denied  that  he  deserted  from  the  service,  as  stated  in  Neely's 
Register,  but  insists  that  he  continued  a  faithful  soldier  from  die 
time  of  his  enlistment  until  he  was  captured  by  the  Indians;  and 
he  has  rendered  it  more  than  probable,  in  the  minds  of  your  com- 
mittee, that  the  note  of  his  desertion  was  hastily  and  erroneously 
mado,  in  consequence  of  his  being  compelled,  by  sickness,  suddenly 

to  leave  the  army,  while  on  its  march. 
• 
.  But,  after  this  lapse  of  time,  and  because  the  petitioner's  case  is 

iy>t  wiUiin  the  terms  of  the  bounty  land  law,  the  committee  re* 

commend  that  his  prayer  be  denied;  and  have  instructed  their 

chairman  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  resolution: 

Reiohedy  That  the  petition  of  Major  Watson,  for  a  grant  of 
bounty  land  be  denied,  and  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  pe- 
tition. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  273. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  20,  1835. 


/ 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  H.  A*  Siminons  and  Daniel  Gordon,  Inspectors  of 
«ole  leather  for  the  city  and  county  of  New- York. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OP  THE  STATE  OP  NEW- 

YORK- 

Return  of  sole  leather  inspected  by  H.  A«  Simmons  and  Daniel 
Gordon,  two  of  the  inspectors  of  sole  leather  for  the  city  and 
county  of  New- York,  for  the  year  ending  3 1st  January,  1886. 

Total  number  of  sides,  315,000,  estijmate  weight  per 
side,  15  lbs.  total  lbs«  4, 7S  1,445;  average  value  per 
lb.  14  cts.  total  amount, 9661,002  80 

RECAPITULATION. 

Sides. 

Hemlock,  good  stamp,  • .  • .  ^ 244,800 

^*        damages,   ••• '••• 62,200 

Oak  tanned,  mostly  good,  ••••  • 8,000 

815,000 

Pees  for  inspection,  2  cts.  per  side,  •  •  #6;0d0  00 
Deduct  expenses, 004  07 

Nett  proceeds,  ••••••  • (5,125  93 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

H.  A.  SIMMONS, 
DAN'L  GORDON. 

In$p€ctar$. 

Mho-York,  Feb.  1,  1685. 

[Afsem.  No.  878.]  1 


STATE  OP  NEW-YORK. 


No.  274. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  13^  1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  Samuel  Howell^  an  Inspector  of  Lumber. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OP  NEW- 

YORK. 

Returns  of  kimber  inspected  and  noeasured  for  the  year  1684, 
eoromencing  1st  January,  and  ending  31st  December. 

Snpeificial  Fmc 

Locust  timber,  4,096  cubic  feet,  or 59,052 

Red  cedar,        8,052        '^          or 47,424 

Oak,                 11,098        **           or 132,776 

White  pine  and  spruce, 725,22& 

Chesnut  scantling, 98,407 

White  pine  boards,  ••• 94,225 

Cedar  boards, ..•• 29,248 

Yellow  pine  plank, 122,440 

Oak  plank, 179,503 

Ash  plank, 68,233 

Maple  scantling, • • 43,988 

1,601,511 


Fees, •591.46. 

SAM'L  HOWELL,  Inspector. 
[Ammn.  No.  274.]  1 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  275. 


m  ASSEMBLY, 


February  lO^  1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Of  James  Radliff,  Inspector-General  of  Staves  for 

the  city  and  county  of  Albany. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OP  NEW- 
YORK. 

ly  the  undersigned,  James  Radliff,  inspector-general  of  staves 
for  the  city  and  county  of  Albany,  hereby  make  report  to  your 
honorable  body,  the  number  and  qualities  of  staves  and  heading 
inspected  in  said  city,  from  the  1st  day  of  January ,  1884,  to  the 
Ist  day  of  January,  1635,  viz: 

821,070  prime  pipe  staves, 
104,087  cull  pipe  staves, 
859,604  prime  hhd.  staves, 
127,776  cull  hhd.  staves, 
857,701  prime  bbl.  staves, 
158,710  cull  bbl.  staves, 
12,286  prime  hhd.  heading* 
1,884  culls. 


1,438,167 


Fees,  at  10  cts.  per  M •148.82 

JAMES  RADLIFF,  Inspector. 

[AMem.  No.  376.]  1 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  276. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  12,  1835. 


SBBBBBI 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  Israel  Sloan,  Jun.,  an  Inspector  of  Beef  and  Pork 

for  the  county  of  Onondaga. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OP  THE  STATE  OF  NEW- 

YORK. 

The  undersigned,  inspector  of  beef  and  pork  in  the  county  of 
Onondaga,  would  respectfully  report,  that  he  has  inspected,  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1834,  the  following  quantity  of 
porlf  and  beef,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

427  bbls.  mess  pork, • 914  #5,978  00 

778  bbls,  prime  pork, 9  7,003  00 

176  bbls.  mess  beef, 8  1  ^408  00 

1,680  bbls.  prime  beef,  sold  at  Auburn 

and  Sing-Sing  prisons  lit 5  7,000  00 

2,061  (22,288  00 


■: 


Fees,  deducting  expenses,  •••  •  $105. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ISRAEL  SLOAN,  Jr.,  Inspector. 
Pompejff  Feb.  5,  1835. 

[Assem.  No.  376.]  1 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  277. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  16,  1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Of  James  B.  Grant,  an  Inspector  of  sole  leather  for 

the  county  of  Yates. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OP  THE  STATE  OP  NEW- 
YORK. 

The  number  of  sides  of  sole  leather  I  have  inspected  since  my 
appointment  in  August  last,  are  fourteen  hundred  and  eighty-se* 
Ten. 

Pees, #50.48. 

JAMES  B.  GRANT,  hupeetor. 


[Assem.  No.  377.] 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK 


No.  278. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  9,  1835* 


tt 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  Trustees  of  the  Greenwich  Savings  Bank,  for 

the  year  1834. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OP  THE  STATE  OF  NEW- 

YORK. 

Greenwich  Savings  Bank,  ) 
January  1,  1885^  > 

Punaaiit  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  ^'  An  act  to  incor* 
porate  the  Greenwich  Savings  Bank/'  the  trustees  now  beg  leave 
to  present  their  second 

Rbpoet,  as  follows: 

First. — That  the  trustees  have  received  from  one  thousand 
three  hundred  and  nine  depositors,  from  1st  of  January,  1884,  to 
the  dlst  day  of  December,  1834,  the  sum  of  eighty-nine  thou- 
sand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents,  in 
the  following  manner: 

In  the  month  of  January,  from  186  depositors,     f  IS,  158  61 

Febraary,  «*  84  «  8,836  70 

March,  "  117  "  7,837  66 

April,  "  73  »  4,696  88 

May,  «  84  "  6,770  66 

June.  "  160  «  9,366  10 

July,  "  94  "  6,670  36 

Carried  forward. .  • 9 

[Assem.  No.  378.]       .  1 


[As 


In  the  m 

u 

.  Brought 
lontb  of  August, 
"        September, 
"    .    October, 
**        November, 
**        December, 

forward, .  •  • 

from  120 

"       123 

72 

"       176 

depoMtort) 

a 
ti 

• 

10,516  78 
8,135  48 
8,472  65 
3,899  19 

13,344  12 

1,809 

989,959  39 

of  which  number,  400  are  new  accounts  opened  with  the  bank« 

and  909   are  re-deposits. 

1,809 

Second. — That  the  suui  of  forty*two  thousand  three  hundred 
and  forty-five  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents,  has  been  drawn  out 
by  five  hundred  and  ninety-six  depositors.  Of  this  number,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  have  closed  their  accounts. 


In  the  month  of  January, 

paid 

47 

drafts, 

92,947  09 

February, 

u 

41 

2,423  12 

tC  ' 

March, 

« 

55 

6,437  42 

April, 

(t 

58 

6,492  42 

May, 

«( 

47 

2,459  86 

June, 

a 

50 

2,843  75 

July, 

u 

55 

3,871  77 

August, 

u 

55 

2,902  33 

September, 

a 

37 

2,089  89 

October, 

(« 

61 

4,945  79 

November, 

<c 

50 

3,047  17 

- 

December, 

i< 

40 
596 

1,884  64 

942,345  25 

TkmL-^The  depositors  have  been  classed  under  the  following 
headi  of  professions  and  occupations. 


Apprentice, •  •  •  •  1 

Boarder, 1 

Bleacher,  •  •  •  •  • 1 

Boarding-house  keepers,*  4 

Broker, 1 

Boot-maker, 1 


Brass-tnmer, •  1 

Blind-maker,   1 

Bakers 6 

Blacksmiths,  •  •  •  •  • 4 

Bricklayer, •.  1 

Bnilder, 1 


No«79.] 

Carpenters,  ••••«. .^  ..« «  33 

Cook, 1 

Copperplate  printer,  ••••  1 

Clerks,    ...» 15 

Cartmen, 7 

Collector, «••••  1 

.Cabinet-makers, 6 

Cordial  and  liquor  dealer,  1 

Coal  dealer, '• .  •  •  1 

Clerk  in  post-office, 1 

Card-factory   man, ••••••  1 

Coachman,  •••• •  1 

Comb-maker, 1 

Cordwainers, •  S 

Cap-maker, « ••••  1 

Dyer, 1 

Domestics,  •••» 80 

Deputy   keeper  of  Peni- 
tentiary,   « « •  •  i 

Embroiderer, 1 

Farmers,  •«••••  «•••••*•  8 

Fisherman,  ••••*•••.»*••  I 

Gardeners, 4 

Grocers,  •••• • 14 

Gilders,  ••••• •  2 

Gate-manufacturer, 1 

Glover, ••*•  1 

House-keeper,  •  •  •  • 1 

House-carpenters, 3 

House-maid, 1 

Jeweller,  •••••••• 1 

Keeper  of  State  prison,*  1 

Laborers,... • ..  14 

Laboring  woman,   1 

Masons, ••  23 

Martrie  cutters, 2 

Marble  polishers,  •••••••  2 

Merchants, •  •  •  0 

Manofactarer, •  • «  1 

Milk-meir, 3 

Matron  of  Magdalen  In- 
stitute,   1 

Machinists,  .i. 2 

Milliners,  «••...< •  3 

Moulder, .••••«  1 

Mate  of  Vessel,. I 

Miner, 1 

Notary  public, 1 

Night  Scavenger,  .•••••.  1 

Nurses, • 2 

Oil  pedlar, •  •  1 

Painters, .•••«  2 


..  «•«««« 


Pavers,  ...••.«.  «^^.  ..^ 

Pedlars, , 

Physicians,  •  •  • . ; , , 

Portrait  painter, 

Printers, 

Piaistel'ers,  ..••  « •• 

Paper  carrier,  •  • .  •  ...•«• 

Porter,   • «• . 

Porter-house  keeper,.... 

Shoemakers,  .  •  •  • 

Servants,    

Sawyers,  «... 

Stone-cutters, «  • . 

Shoe-binder, • 

Store*keeper,  •.••.....• 

Shot  iron  maker,  •  • 

Seamstresses, 

Silversmith,  ....*••••«• 

Sweep  driver,, . 

Sexton   of  church,. 

Sash  makers, 

Surgeon  U«  S.  N.«. 

Shop-keeper,   .  • .  •  • 

Student  of  divinity. 

Sugar  refiner, 

Ship-carpenter,  • . . 

Slater, 

Ship-master, '. «  • . 

Stock-maker, ..«. 

Tailors, ..«••.... 

Tailoresses •••••« 

Teller, 

Turner,  •••.• »« 

Toll-gatherer,   •  «i  • 

Thread  winder,  . . « 

Teacher, .«•••• 

Tin-plate  worker,.  ...... 

Umbrella  maker, 

Victuallers,    .••..•••... 

Varnishers, 

Weavers, • 

Wheel-wrights, 

Waiters,  ...• 

Watch-maker, •  -  • 

Water  carrier, 

Not  described,  being  mi- 
nors, orphans,  apprenti* 
ces,  &c«,  •••••.••  .••• 


1 

a 

4 
1 
4 
4 
1 
1 
1 

12 
6 
8 

10 


•  • 


. . 


1 
14 


8 
2 
8 
8 
2 
1 
1 


50 


400 


[Absesblt 


DESCRIPTION  OP  PERSONS, 


Widows, 21 

Minors, • 17 

Single  women, 48 

Coloured  persons^.  • 8 


Trustees'  deposites  in  trust 
for  children^  orphans, 
appren  (ices,   &c 50 

144 


Ibvr A.— The  deposites  have  been  made  in  the  following  sums: 

Fnm            1  to          &  dollars,  .»..  r. *•.•••«...•  138 

**                5  to        10      *•        178 

'*              10  to        20       **        ^ 233 

**              20  to         30       "^ 153 

*♦               30  to        40      **        85 

"              40  to        50 iijr 

**               60  to         60         57 

"               60  to         70 20 

^               70  to         80         .... ...........  29 

«               80  to         90 16 

«•               90  to       100         83 

^             100  to       200 115 

"^    ^        200  to       300         36 

**     *        309  to       400 20 

'*             400  to       500         12 

''             500  to       600 4 

"            600  to       700         3 

**             700  to       800 3 

"          1,000  to   2,000         .'. 2 

«          2,000  to   3,000 1 

**          3,000  to   4,000 1- 

Total,  \yiX^ 

RECEIPTS- 

From  July  1,  1833,  to  Jan.  1,  1834,  by     888  dep..     t78^099  09 
From  Jan.  1,  1884,  to  Jan.  1,  1835,  by  1,309  dep..       80,959  35 


9,197 
Carried  forward, 


8168,058  48 


No.  27a]  5 

Brought  forward; #168,056  48 

REPAID, 
From  July  1,1888,  to  Jan.  1,  1834,  to  107 

drafts,    7,11125 

From  Jan.  1, 1834,  to  Jan.  1. 1835,  to  506 

<irofts, 42,345  25 

49,456  50 


Total  drafts,  703. 


Balance,  9118,601  98 


The  fundi;  of  the  institution  are  invested  in,  and  consist  of 

V 

Ist.  Funded  debt  of  Pennsylvania  5  per  cents,  at  the 

par  value,.: #20,000  00 

i  per  cent  and  charges  paid  thereon ,  75  04 

Funded  debt  of  Ohio  canal  6  per  cents,  at  par 

^^•"«» • • 15,000  00 

17  per  cent  premium  and  charges  paid  thereon,        2,593  87 
2d.  Temporary  loan  to  the  Greenwich  Bank,  at  the 

rate  of  5  per  cent  per  annum, 82  489  20 

•120,158  II 

Present  value  of  Pennsylvania  5  per  cents  is 108 

Present  value  of  Ohio  canal  6  per  cents  is .  •  •- i22i 

GEORGE  SUCKLEY,  President. 
B,  B.  HOWELL,  Secretary. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 


No.  279. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  9,  1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Of  Henry  Strang,  an  Inspector  of  Beef  and  Pork  in 

the  county  of  Westchester. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW- 

YORK. 

The  undersigned,  being  an  inspector  of  beef  and  pork  in  the 
town  of  Rye,  Westchester  county,  State  of  New-York,  hereby 
certifies,  that  the  following  statement  below  is  the  number  jpf  bar* 
rels  of  provisions  inspected  by  him  since  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1834,  up  to  the  1st  day  of  February,  1835;  also  stating  the  value, 
quality,  quantity  and  fees  for  inspection,  viz: 

93  bbls.  mess  pork 914  per  bbl.        $1,302  00 

40  bbls.  prime  pork,  •••••••       9        *'  300  00 

Fees  on  133  bbls.  of  pork,  15  cts.  per  bbl.*.  #19.95. 

The  inspector  in  the  country  goes  to  the  yards  where  the  bar- 
retter or  merchant  puts  up  their  provisions,  and  the  expense  of 
coopering,  pickling,  &c,  is  paid  by  the  said  barreller,  but  all  under 
the  inspection  of  the  inspector. 

HENRY  STRANG,  Inspector. 
JZye,  Westchester  county ^  Feb.  1,  1835. 

[Asiem.  No.  379.]  1 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  280. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  10,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  Indian  afiairs,  upon  the  engross- 
ed billy  entitled  «« An  act  directing  the  sale  to  Wil* 
liam  Page,  of  100  acres  of  land  in  the  New-Stock- 
bridge  or  Oneida  reservations.'' 

Mr.  Moseley^  from  Che  committee  on  Indian  afiairs,  to  whom 
referred  the  engrossed  bill  from  the  Senate^  entitled  ^*  An  ad 
the  sale  to  William  Page^  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land 
ia  the  New-Stockbridge  or  Oneida  reservations^ 

REPORTED^ 

Tlie  facts  upon  which  the  claim  of  the  petitioner  is  based,  are 
very  folly  set  forth  in  the  elaborate  report  to  the  Senate,  which 
accompanies  this  bill,  (see  Senate  Document,  No.  £9.)  Your  com* 
mittee  were  naturally  inclined  to  adopt  the  reasoning,  and  concur 
in  the  condosions  of  that  report^  but  compelled  as  they  are  upon 
further  reflection  to  dissent  therefrom,  they  proceed  briefly  to  as» 
3ign  the  reasons  which  have  governed  theok 

The  claim  of  the  petitioner  is  founded  upon  certain  loans  made 
by  him  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Orchard  party  of  Oneida  Indians,  to 
fiu^ilitate  the  removal  of  the  Indians  to  Green  Baj^  in  the  territory 
of  Michigan.  -  The  chiefs  were  duly  authorized  by  their  party  to 
borrow  money  for  that  purpose^  and  on  applying  to  the  petitioner 
for  the  loan,  **  they  promised  to  vecure  to  him,  in  their  treaty  with 
the  State  of  New- York,  the  pre-emption  right  to  a  certain  quanti* 
ty  of  their  land'^ .  Subsequently,  in  their  treaty  with  the  Commie* 
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iioners  of  the  Land-OAce,  for  the  sale  of  their  lands  to  the  State, 
the  Indians  sought  to  fulfil  their  agreement  with  the  petiiioner,  and 
Kkewise  endeavored  to  obtain  the  assent  of  the  Governor  thereto; 
^*^  but  they  wete  informed  that  such  a  resenration  m  behatf  of  the 
petitioner  would  be  illegal,  and  could  not  be  reeognized  by  tb^ 
Conkmissibncrs/' 

On  referring  to  the  I2th  sec  7th  art  of  the  Constitntion  of  this 
State,  it  will  be  seen  that  **  no  contract  for  the  sale  of  lands  in 
this  State,  made  with  the  Indians,  shall  be  vaKdf  unless  made  un- 
der the  authority  and  with  tlie  consent  of  the  Legislature."^ 

The  llth  sec  2d  art  1st  chap.  1st  part  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
repeats  this  provision  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  next  section  pre- 
scribes that  ^'  no  Indian  residing  within  this  State,  can  make  aoy 
contract  for  or  concerning  the  sale  of  any  lands  within  this  State, 
or  in  any  manner  grve,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any  such  hnds, 
or  any  interest  therein^  without  the  consent  of  the  IjCgisIature." 

It  is  further  provided  by  '*  An  act  relative  to  the  difierent  tribes 
and  nations  of  Indians  within  this  State/^  passed  10th  April,  19)3, 
(see  8d  vol.  Rev.  Stat  p.  850  §  I,}  ^that  if  any  person  without 
the  authority  and  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  shall  in 
any  manner  or  upon  any  terms  whatsoever,  make  any  contract 
with  any  Indian  for  or  concerning  the  sale  of  any  lands  within  this 
State,  every  such  person  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  public  oflence, 
and  shall,  on  conviction,  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  people  of  this  State 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  be  further  punished  by  fine  and 
imprisonment.'^ 

In  view  of  these  constitotional  and  statute  provisions  in  relation 
to  contracts  with  the  Indians  concerning  their  lands,  it  is  not  to  be 
denied  that  the  alleged  agreement  between  the  petitioner  and  the 
chiefs  of  the  Orchard  party  of  the  Oneida  Indians,  waa  utterly  void 
and  of  no  legal  effect;  and  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  an  i^ree- 
ment  illegal  and  void  as  between  the  contracting  parties,  can  be 
made  tho^  foundation  of  an  equitable  claim  against  strangers  to  such 
agreement. 

Such  in  effect  is  the  position  of  the  petitioner  before  this  House; 
but  we  are  asked  **  if  it  comports  with  the  principles  of  justice  for 
the  State  to  exercise  a  guardmnsbip  over  the  Indians  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  prevent  them  from  paying  their  just  debts,  especially 


■ 


No.  H80.]  t 

when  the  payment  of  such  debts  eannot  interfere  with  the  rights 
of  indtvidaals  or  of  the  State  itself."  Your  committee  humbly 
conceive  that  the  reproach  thus  implied,  is  ia  forgetfulness  of  the 
wise  and  beneficent  policy  which  dictated  the  numerous  statutes 
of  this  State,  designed  to  protect  these  unfortunate  ohiMrea  of  na* 
ture,  from  the  rapacity  of  crafty  and  unfeeling  speculators.  It 
cannot  be  required  of  your  committee  to  justify  or  explain  the  po- 
licy of  laws,  founded  upon  a  just  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
Indian  character,  some  of  which  for  more  than  half  a  century 
have  interposed  a  necessary  check  to  the  white  man's  avarice.  It 
is  sufficient  for  the  present  purpose,  that ''  ita  lex  scripta  est/'  and 
whether  the  agreement  on  which  the  petitioner's  claim  is  founded, 
is  ^^  malum  in  se,"  or  >*  malum  prohibitum,"  it  is  equally  inade- 
quate as  the  basis  of  a  legal  or  equitable  claim. 

But  it  is  said,  that  '*  to  deny  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  will 
be  in  effect  to  preclude  him  from  recovering  what  is  justly  due  to 
him,  and  this  injustice  has  l)een  wrought  by  the  direct  operation 
of  the  laws  of  the  State,  assuming  guardianship  over  the  property 
of  the  Indians."  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  ail  contracts  are 
made  subject  to  existing  laws,  and  to  be  construed  in  reference  to 
these  laws;  and  it  does  not  lie  in  the  mouth  of  one  contracting 
in  contravention  of  the  law,  nor  in  direct  violation  of  a  proved 
statute,  to  assert  the  validity  or  injustice  of  any  claim  founded  on 
such  contract. 

Lastly,  it  is  urged  by  the  petitioner  that  the  loan  to  the  Indians 
which  is  the  foundation  of  his  claim,  was  chiefly  instrumental  in 
eflecting  their  migration.  That  this  result  was  not  only  in  ac- 
cordance .with  the  policy  of  the  government  in  relation  to  the  In- 
dians, but  actually  produced  a  pecuniary  gain  to  the  State  from  the 
resale  of  their  lands.  This  argument  might  tend  to  support  a  claim 
upon  the  Legislature  for  a  gratuity  to  the  petitioner,  from  the 
proceeds  of  such  re-sale;  but  by  no  rule  of  justice  does  it  establish 
a  claim  upon  the  unsold  lands  of  the  Indians.  The  committee  look 
in  vain  for  the  evidence  of  the  disinterested  and  meritorious  ex- 
penditure of  money  by  the  petitioner  in  aid  of  the  policy  of  the 
government  in  relation  to  the  Indians;  the  facts  presented,  in  their 
judgment,  equally  justify  the  inference  that  the  loan  made  by  the 
petitioner  to  the  Indians,  was  made  with  a  single  eye  to  a  produc- 
tive investment  in  their  lands. 
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It  if  with  DO  wdinaiy  reloctaooe  yoar  ocunniittee  have  adopted 
oondaaoBt  advene  to  the  views  oxpreated  in  the  able  report, 
which  reoommends  the  petitioner  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
die  Legisktnre;  bat  they  cannot  resist  the  conviction,  that  as  &r 
as  precedent  can  operate,  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  render  the 
wholesome  restraints  of  the  statutes  cited,  a  dead  letter. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  bill  referred  to  them  ought 
not  to  become  a  law. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  281  • 


m  ASSEMBLY, 


March  11 ,  1835. 


REPORT 


Of  the  committee  on  colleges^  academies  and  common 
schoold^  on  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly  of  the  2d 
instant 

Mr.  Wetmore,  from  the  committee  oa  coUeges,  academies  and 
coDunon  schoolfly  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Assem* 
biy  adopted  on  tiye  second  instant,  in  the  following*  words: 

Resohed^  That  the  standing  committee  on  colleges,  academies 
and  common  schools,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  so  amending  the  law  in  relation  tp  common  schools,  as  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  the  school  bills  of  indigent  persons  by  a 
tax  on  the  taxable  property  in  the  respective  districts,  in  place  of 
the  manner  now  provided  by  law. 

REPORTED: 

That  they  have  examined  the  subject  referred  to  them,  and  have 
become  satisfied  that  it  embraces  Considerations  of  much  impor* 
tance  to  a  large  portion  of  the  citizens  of  this  State.  The  mode 
which  is  at  present  pursued  for , defraying  the  school  bills  of  indi* 
gent  persons  is  unequal,  and  in  many  instances  oppressive  in  its 
operation;  but  the  committee  are  by  no  means  certain  that  the  re* 
medy  proposed  is  free  from  objections.  It  is  desirable,  in  all  at- 
tempts that  may  be  made  to  improve  our  common  school  system, 
to  keep  steadily  in  view  the  necessity  of  preserving  a  rigid  econo- 
my in  the  use  of  the  public  means,  and  of  avoiding  the  imposition 
of  every  unnecessary  additional  burden  on  the  people* 

[Assem.  No.  381.]  1 


2  [ASSEKBLT 

The  committee  believe  it  to  be  important  that  the  Legislature 
should  be  fully  aware  of  the  practical  effect  of  all  contemplated 
changes,  before  it  shall  act  definitively  in  modifying  a  system 
which  is  admitted  to  be  excellent  in  design  and  beneficial  in  its  ge- 
Beral  operation.  With  the  view,  therefore,  to  acquire  informa- 
tion from  the  best  sources  accessible  to  the  House,  and  to  ensure 
an  enKghtened  examination  of  this  subject,  the  committee  have 
concluded  to  recommend  its  reference  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Common  Schools* 

The  committee  have  accordingly  instructed  their  cliairman  to 
introduce  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolvedj  That  the  Superiotendent  of  Common  Schools  be  re- 
quested to  report  to  this  House,  during  the  present  session,  whe- 
ther or  not,  in  bis  <^inion,  it  is  advisable  so  to  amend  the  law  re- 
lating to  common  schools,  as  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
school  bills  of  indigent  persons  by  a  tax  on  the  taxable  property 
in  the  respective  school  districts. 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  on  cofleges,  academies  and  com- 
mon schools,  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
resolution  of  the  2d  instant. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  282. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  12,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Fishkill*  to  incorporate  » The  Fishkill 
Education  Society.'*   . 

Mr.  Anthony,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Fishkill,  for  an  act  to 
incorporate  "  The  Fishkill  Education  Society," 

REPORTED: 

That  from  the  repreaentations  of  the  petitionera,  and  the  person- 
al knowledge  of  one  of  the  committee,  it  appears  that  the  petition- 
ers have  erected  a  building  for  the  purposes  of  an  Academy,  at  an 
expense  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars,  and  are  desirous  of  an  act 
of  incorporation,  for  the  more  efficient  and  safe  management  of 
their  property,  and  in  the  hope,  that  at  some  future  day  they  may 
be  entitled  to  an  incorporation  by  the  Regents  of  the  University. 

Your  committee  therefore  think  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
reasonable,  and  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  283. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  13,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Canal  Commissioners  on  the  petition  of  H.  H. 

Bogart 

The  Canal  commiwionen,  to  whom  was  referred,  by  the  As- 
sembly, the  petition  of  H.  H.  Bogart, 

REPORT: 

m 

That  the  petitioner  alleges,  that  the  Crooked  Lake  canal  pasies 
through  his  farm:  that  he  has  been  under  the  necessity  of  con- 
structing 93  rods  and  10  feet  of  fence  for  the  protection  of  his  im- 
provements; and  that  the  Cpmrnissioner  who  superintended  the 
comtroction  of  this  canal,  admits  that  the  fence  should  be  paid  for, 
but  that  there  are  no  funds  at  his  disposal  for  this  object 

The  petitioner  also  states,  that  a  culvert,  constructed  by  the 
State  to  pass  the  water  of  his  mill  race,  failed  last  December,  and 
filled  his  race  with  sand  and  dirt:  that  he  called  on  the  super- 
iDtendent  on  said  canal  to  remove  this  deposite,  who  declined,  al- 
leging as  a  reason,  the  want  of  authority  from  the  acting  Canal 


I  M  M 


It  has  been  the  uniform  practice  to  pay  for  the  construction  of 
such  additional  fences  to  protect  improvements,  as  the  construction 
of  the  canal  should  render  necessary.  This  course  was  pursued 
on  the  Crooked  lake  canal ;  and  it  is  believed,  that  in  every  in- 
stance, the  claims  for  fences  have  been  adjusted,  except  that  of 
the  petitioner. 
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The  cms!  pssms  through  the  impravemente  of  the  petitiooer^ 
and  it  i»  proper  thai  he  thoQld  be  paid  Jbr  coDstructing  fences. 

The  petition  iw  accompanied  bj  the  certificate  of  James  Young 
and  Joseph  Remer,  in  which  they  slaffe,^  tfmt  they  have  naeasured 
the  fence  boiUi  by  the  petitioner  ah>ng  the  Ikie  of  the  canal,,  to  en^ 
elose  the  knprorementsy  and  that  if  amocnts  to  90  rod»  and  1(^ 
feet  This  certificate  is  no  doubt  correct.  The  price  paid  for 
fences  onr  tins  canal  was  50  cents  per  rod. 


The  Commissioners^  would  have  paid  thia  account,  if  there  had 
been  funds  at  their  disposal. 

Tlie  expense  of  fences  ia  cooaufered  as  appertaining  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  canal,  and  cannot  be  paid  ovt  of  the  General  Fund, 
as  that  ia  only  appKcabfe  to  repairs.  The  appropriation  for  the 
construction  of  this  canal  is  exhausted. 

A  breach  occured  last  fall  in  the  culvert  to  which  the  petition^ 
er  refers^  and  no  doubt,  as  he  states,  occaMoned  a  deposite  of  sand 
and  dirt  in  his  mill-race.  The  superititendent  repaired  the  culvert, 
and  cleared,^  as  is  understood  by  the  CemimssioBers,  its  channel, 
but  did  not  feel  authorised  to  reHM>ve  the  sand  and  £rt  from  the 
woiil  race. 

It  should  not  be  expected  that  canaEs  wiR  be  so'^eonatnicted  or 
maintained,  as  entirely  to  avoid  partial  faihires*  A  breach  in  the 
canal  rarely  occurs  without  injuring  private  property  ia  m  greater 
or  less  degree;  and  there  have  been  a  few  inslancea  wheva  Ifaeae 
danu^a  have  been  considerable. 

In  a  few  cases,  this  description  of  damagea  have  been  p«id,  par* 
suant  to  the  proviaiona  of  a  special  act  of  the  Legislatttvey  passed 
in  1829b  The  operation  of  this  act  was  limited  to  two  years,  and 
provided  for  a  particular  class  of  cases,  imposing  a  discriminatioD 
which^rendered  its  execution  difikuH  and  objectionabfe^  and  the 
act  was  safifered  to  expire. 

There  is  now  no  authority,  with  either  the  Commissioners  or 
appraisers,  to  assess  and  pay  damages  of  the  kind  which  have 
been  mentioned. 

« 

The  Conraiissioners  can  aee  no  reason  why  the  petitioner's  claim 
for  damages  on  account  of  his  mill  race  should  be  paidv  which  will 
not  apply  to  most,  if  not  all  the  cases  which  occur  on  the  canals. 


No.  388.] 


The  Commistionen  reipectfQlly  refer  the  Assembly  to  several 
reports  which  have,  on  former  occasions,  been  submitted  in  rela- 
tion  to  damages  from  breaches  in  the  canal. 

These  reports  will  be  found  in  the  Journals  of  the  Assembly  of 
1829,  page  581,  and  in  the  Assembly  Documents  of  1884|  No.  271 
and  274. 

WM.  C.  BOUCK, 
MICHAEL  HOFFMAN, 
March  18,  188i. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  284. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

Febniaiy  18,  IS35. 


COMMUNICATION 

From  d|e  Chancellor,  relative  (o  the  New- York  Life 

Insuraace  and  Trust  Company* 

UNteny,  FA.  1%  18a& 
7b  lie  Stpeahar  vf  tke  JSs$embfy, 

I  have  the  liooor  to  endose  for  tlie 
we  of  the  Legislature  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  New- York  Life 
Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  for  the  last  year,  made  in  pursuance 
of  the  standing  order  of  this  court,  of  the.  19th  of  November,  1831; 
and  also  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Master  Moorehouse  of  the  20th  of 
April,  1834,  to  whom  the  report  of  the  corporation,  for  the  year 
preceding,  was  referred.  As  more  than  a  million  of  money  belong, 
ing  to  orphans,  or  to  suitors  in  the  Cooxi  of  Chancery,  is  in  the  hands 
of  this  company  for  investment  or  accumulation  and  safe  keeping, 
I  hare  considered  it  my  duty  under  the  authority  given  to  me  by 
the  act  of  incorporation,  to  cause  the  situation  and  financial  concerns 
of  the  corporation,  to  be  investigated  by  a  competent  officer  of  this 
court  at  least  once  in  each  year,  and  to  communicate  the  result  of 
such  investigations  to  the  Legislature. 

I  am  with  respect. 

Yours,  ftc 
IL  HYDE  WALWORTH. 
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ANSWER 

Of  die  New- York  Life  Insurance  and  Truit  Ckmiptny 
for  the  year  1834  to  the  Ciiuicellor'i!  Order  of  No- 
vember 19th,  183L 

The  4ni0tees  of  the  New-Y<irk  Life  Insuranoe  «iid  IVust  Com* 
pany,  in  con^jliaace  with  the  Chanoellor'i  order,  respectfelly  amwer 
the  inquiries^  as  arranged  in  the  order;  each  answer  referring  to  the 
1st  day  of  January,  18W. 

Inquiry  1st  The  amofint  of  capital  leaned  eat  «n  bond  and  mort* 
^gage,  exclusive  of  interest,  was  on  the  1st  day  «f  January,  1839» 
41,000,4)00. 

'  In  every  instance,  it  is  believed,  that  the  vahie  c{  the  property 
mortgaged,  is  at  least  double  the  amount  of  Che  loan,  and  of  this 
fact,  satisfacftory  evidence  has  been  required  in  all  cases  where  the 
fxroperty  did  not  come  under  the  immeduite  cognisance  and  observe* 
tion  of  the  trustees. 

The  amount  loaned  in  each  county  of  the  State,  is  as  follows^ 

New-York, ; •68,224  00 

Niagara, 42,700  00 

Albany, 40,814  28 

Westchestei-, * *.,..;>..  3,M3  62 

Oneida, 28,815  7» 

Tomplrins, 36,371  00 

Erie, > 181^758  00 

Delaware, 4,100  00 

Monroe, 102,290  00 

Oswego^*.* %-•••«  ..x^i  ••••*««>  ••««  16,400  00 

St  Lavn^nce, *,^,>,.,,^.% *...*  800  00 

Saratoga, 23,450  00 

Allegany,...-. 3,716  26 

Orleans, 41,460  00 

Greene, 2,000  00 

Steuben, , 10,860  00 

FVanhUn, 6,800  00 
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Washingtoit,. ......••.«"•''•'.•»'•— ■«■••••■  -MjlSO  00 

Wayne, - •MOT  4» 

Cayagv ' 17,S7»  00 

Herkimer^ ^ »,«00  00 

Chautauque^ ^ 20,067  W^ 

Jefenon, ...... r«. •*«••> - •^.  S,78I  73 

Cheiiango,.r.r... ^...* 1,0M  0C» 

Onondaga, .* ».*..»••.»•  14,034  0(^ 

Genesee, 02,784  OO 

Schenectady,  ..*. 8,800  00> 

Columbia, 28,757  2& 

Ontario, ...,,...,«...... 00,085  40 

Clinton, 4,500  08 

(Grange, 1,000  00 

Ulster, 21,857  00 

Livingston, 32,165  00 

Seneca, 21,175  00 

SulHTan, 500  00 

Yates, 22,223  38 

Tioga, 10,550  00 

Montgomery, 11,000  00 

Kings........ ^. 4,000  00 

Madison,.... 600  00 

Broonve......... 12,084  00 

* 

There  is  no  amount  upon  which  interest  has  been  dne  on  loaos^  ob 
capital  more  than  six  months.  There  was  no  part  of  the  amount  of 
the  capital  stock  loaned  on  bond  and  mortgage,  in  suit  or  judgment, 
or  on  which  prosecution  had  been  ordered* 

2.  The  amount  of  loans  on  bond  and  noortgage,  not  included  in 
loans,  on  capital,  and  other  than  loans  to  monied  corporations,  or  to 
their  oflSoers  or  agents  for  their  use  and  benefit,  was  on  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1835,  82,777,095.04. 

The  amount  loaned  of  this^aracter,  in  each  county  of  the  State, 
is  believed  to  have  been  as  follows,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1835. 

New-York, 562,131  59 

Albany, 65,249  72 

Kings, 16,500  00 

Columbia, 24,882  22 

Ontario,.. 43,004  54 


• 
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Onedia, .••... Ml^dSO  00 

Tompkinc, 60,025  00 

Erie, 103,113  09 

Monroe, 213,068  00 

Oswego, 49,400  00 

Niagara, 234,046  47 

Chautauque, , 63,587  50 

Jeflbrson, 50,080  00 

Onondaga, I 62,961  69 

Genesee, 219,982  88 

Allegany, 30,725  11 

Livingston, 123,695    4 

Cayuga^ 66,074  00 

Herkimer, • 7,210    4 

Otsego,  ..• 13,190  00 

Seneca, 40,146  00 

Tioga, 44,979  00 

Schenectady, .  700  00 

Franklin, • 1,000  00 

Queens, 5,000  00 

Yates, 33, 876  00 

Sullivan, 3,000  00 

Wayne, 59,338  75 

Washington, • 17,607  00 

Orleans, 273,067  59 

Broome, 13,510  00 

Lewis, f 2,200  00 

Rensselaer, 26,981  25 

Clinton, 8,070  00 

Putnam, 20,500  00 

Essex, 3,000  00 

Chenango, • 1,500  00 

St  Lawrence, f  ,400  00 

Steuben, 29,757    8 

Westchester, 10,000  00 

Warren, ^ 800  00 

Morris  N.  J 8,000  00 

Madison, 18,875  00 

Cattaragus, 84,046  60 

Cortland, 8,550  00 

Richmond, 1,868  98 

Saratoga, 2,000  00 

Orange, ^ 4,000  00 


.« 
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The  whole  number  of  kNUis  oiade  by  the  Company  on  bond  and 
mortgage,  the  1st  day  of  January,  1885^  was  3,202. 

The  amount  of  principal  upon  which  interest  was  due  on  the 
Ist  day  of  January,  1635,  and  in  payment  of  which  there  had  been 
a  failure  oevr  six  months,  was  9219,410. 

There  are  foreclosures  proceeding  in  thirty  cases,  the  principal 
due  on  the  bonds  amounting  to  9217,996. 

The  pajrment  of  interest  to  the  Company,  are  semi-annual,  on  the 
first  days  of  June  and  December. 

In  making  the  above  loans,  satisfactory  evidence  has  been  required, 
that  the  value  of  the  mortgaged  premises,  is  at  least  double  the 
amount  of  the  loan,  except  where  loans  have  been  made  on  real  pro- 
perty in  the  city  of  New- York,  where  on  account  of  its  ready  sale 
and  the  greater  facility  of  determining  the  actual  value  of  property, 
so  great  an  amount  is  not  required.  It  should  be  remarked  too,  that 
in  a  great  number  of  cases,  where  the  property  is  of  a  changeable 
character,  a  mudi  less  sum  has  been  loaned;  frequently  not  over 
one  third  the  value. 

8.  The  amount,  exclusive  of  interest  of  loans  on  stock  securities 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  other  than  loans  to  or  for  the  uae  of 
monied  corporations,  was  #591,272.02. 

The  following  table  shews  the  amount  loaned  on  eadi  kind  o 
stock,  the  number  of  shares,  and  the  nominal  and  maiitet  value  there- 
of, and  the  amount  payable  on  demand  at  the  time  of  the  loan,  the 
amount  loaned  for  limited  periods  less  than  six  months,  and  the  amount 
loaned  for  six  months  or  more. 
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Oftbe  dK>ve  there  i»  loaned  fo»  6'montlto  and  over,*  •      #18^500  00^ 

Leas  tban  u  months^ ;••••* 0  00» 

Payable  ondeaiandy..^^.^*.*.*.*.^^^^.*^^...*..*^^.*.      542,773  0^ 

4L  The  amowit  of  fcapi^  on  ftonds^  bifls  or  awtea^  with  personal  se- 
cnri^  only^  other  than  loan*  to^  or  for  the  use  of  moniedcorperatioiis 
was  Oft  the  first  day  of  January  1836,  tt,2ie^787.70. 

The  amoanf  of  ike  last  iHenti<»ied  Ibaaa  payid)fe  on  denwod,  the 
amount  loaned  foralesa  period  than  six  months,,  and  the  amount 
loaned  for  six  monlhv  and  over,  is  as  foHoirsr 

Payable  on  demand,. •».»^.^ «...«»...^^. ^*^*.     146,695  07 

Loaned  for  a  penod  less  than  sir  monthsy *•     506,546  Ott 

Loaned  for  six  months  and  over, ..^^^  •.»«..  »..     561^645  Oft 

•1,216^87  7« 

Witiv  dse  exception  ofone  loan,  the  prine%>al  aanounlii^  to*92,764» 
S2  made  to  an  individual  who  failed,  and  who  has  sinoe  paid  •1,460... 
61,  and  who^  further  d|Viden&  it  is  beleved  will  satisfy  the  whole 
debt,  there  aie  none  of  the  said  loans,  on  which  interest  has  been  due 
six  months,  nor  any  in  suit,  nor  ordeiied  fsr  prosecution,  nor  are 
there  any  under  protests 

5^  To  the  interrrogatory,.  what  iis*  the  amount  due  Iron  persons  on 
acccount,  other  than  loans  to  or  for  the  use  of  monied  corporations? 
the  trustees  beg  leave  to  answer,  none.  No  money  ia  allowed  to  re- 
maoD  in  the  hands  of  the  president  or  secretary,  exceptmg  as  officers 
of  the  compmy,  but  i»  depoated  before  three  o'clock  each  day  in 
hank,  nor  of  any  trustee  or  agent  of  the  company^  nor  haa  any  mo- 
ney been  loaned,^  but  on  bonds,  mortgages,  biMs,  stocks  or  other  se- 
curities, nor  without  such  securities  being  approved  and  in  the  office, 
or  believed  to  be  in  the  hands  of  a  person  authorised  to  receive  them:. 

6,  The  whole  amoant  of  interest  due  on  loans  other  th«i  to  mo- 
nied corporations  was  on  the  first  day  of  January  1835»  688l,006.4S. 

CM*  the  above  688,008.43,  there  is  included  the  sum  of  611,542.46 
on  which  there  ha^  been  a  failure  in  the  payment  of  intorest,  over  six 
months;  of  the  balance  676,465.07,  there  has  been  received  since  the 
first  January,  627,000. 

7.  No  loan  has  been  made  to  any  monied  corporation,  or  to  thefr 
oflbsers  or  agents  for  the  use  of  such  coraoratiaa. 


'a  The  company' '9wn  in  tliek  own  right,  stock  <ff  flie  city  oT  A>- 
4>any  to  the  amount  of  •30,000^  for'which  they  hare  certificates  iB 
the  office,  bearing  an  interest  of  -five  per  cent,  one  jper  ceYit  advanct 
having  been  paid  for  the  «ame;  its  market  value  is  not  luiown,  none 
being  in  the  market 

9.  The  only  real  property  the  company  own,  is  the  lot  and  bmld^ 
ing  in  Wall-street,  *4n  the  city  of  New- York;  twenty-seven  feet  on 
Wall-strecrt,  and  one  liundred  and  sixteen  feet  deep,  whtfre  the  com^ 
pany's  office  is  now  Icept,  pxirdhased  for  the  sum  of  $87,000.  Ex- 
pended thereon  -for  permaneift  improvements  other  ihan  for  ordinary 
repairs,  tt,861.8S;  present  vahxe  942,861.85.     'Of  diis  property 

^boult  one-fowlli  in  ^ahie  is  occupied  by  the-company  for  the  -transac- 
tion of  its  business;  «lso  a  farm  jiituated  in  the  town  of  Tully,  and 
«CGunty  of  Oncndaga,  acquired  by  purchase  at  public  sale,  on  the  fore» 
«clo9are  of  a  moitgage  made  to  the  company  by  Samuel  Smith  for 
•41 ,309,  and  bought  ui  by  the  company  for  #1,131 .69,  including  co^ 
of  the  foreclosure;  the  balance  of  the  debt  is  secured  by  a  collateral 
«ecurity^ 

TThe  company  offer  to  sell  the  farm  to  any  purcliaser  who  wlO  pqy 
the  principal,  interest  and  costs  due  to  the  company. 

10.  The  whole  amount  of  money  on  hand  on  the  first  day  of  Jailu^ 
aury,  1835,  was  #28,169.46,  being  the  balance  lying  In  tbe  Manhattan 
Bank,  at  the  disposal  of  the  trustees  on  that  day.  The  Manhattan 
Sank  in  the  city  of  New- York,  is  the  bank  in  which  all  the  deposites 
of  the  company  are  made,  and  with  which  all  die  company'^  banking 
business  is  done.  All  money  drawn  from  the  bank  »  drawn  by  checks 
signed  by  the  president,  Tcnd  countersigned  by  the  secretary^ 

1 1.  Exceptii^  their  books,  aad  the  fiinihure  of  the  oAce,  the  latter 
valued  at  #200,  the  company  have  no  property  of  any  description 
whatever,  excepting  what  has  already  been  stated,  in  answer  to  the 
preceding  interrogatories,  or  which  wiH  be  specified  in  answer  to 
jsome  one  of  those  which  follow* 

12.  The  company  have  received  no  money  In  trust,  to  be  invested 
at  the  risk  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  persons  for  whom  such  moneys 
^were  received,  or  of  other  persons  designated  by  the  trust  All  mo- 
neys which  have  hitherto  been  received  in  trust,  are  at  the  ridt  of 
the  company,  and  under  their  management,  unless  it  may  be  ih  the 
following  case: 

1,  The  company  have  received,  as  receiver  to  the  estate  of  John 
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Grayson,  deeraied,  ia  stockiy  Ui&  amoiukt  of  •1^^400,  and  in  bond 
and  moitgage,  tf^SOO*  •    • 

1.  The  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  tt^OOO^OOO. 

The  Dinnber  of  the  stoddiolders  owning  the  saaoie,  on  the  first  day 
of  January  188&,  was  141  of  whom  the  number  reskUng  oat  of  the 
State,  is  28  and  the  amount  of  the  stock  hekl  by  these  ooUectiTely 
8,357  sfaareSk.  The  number  residing  in  the  State  other  than  the  tnis* 
teesy  was  87,  and  the  amount  of  stock  heU  by  them  4,048  shares. 
The  number  of  trustees  acting  on  the  first  of  January  1835,  four  Ta- 
cancies  to  be  filled,  was  26. 

Of  whom  1  held  420  shares, 
u       u       1     «^    375      « 

«       *.       I     «*    200      *- 
"       "      7     **    too      "  each, 
^  ^^       ^^     15    ^      50      "     " 

2.  The  amount  of  money  deposited  in  trust  by  oider  of  the  ooort 
of  chancery  and  of  surrogates,  to  be  invested  or  kept  at  the  risk  of 
the  company,  was  91,284^72.51. 

Of  the  above  sum  the  amount  deposited  in  trust  for  accomnlatio  n 
was  •101,186.02. 

The  accuRittkition  which  had  actually  accrued  on  tfns  sum,  was  on 
the  first  of  January,  1885,  #8,887.62. 

8«  The  amount  of  depontes  in  trust  by  other  peisons,  and  oompo- 
nies,  other  than  monied  corporations,  on  the  first  day  of  January 
1885,  was  82,885,215.64,  havii^  increased  the  last  year,  8325^584. 
81. 

For  sixty  days, ....«•«.•« 849,978  22 

''   fivemonths, 145,247  85 

**  one  year  and  over, 2,689,989  57 

82^885,215  64 
Of  which  8102,881,71  was  in  trust  for  accumulation,  and  the  ac- 
cumulation which  has  actually  jBUx:rued  on  this  latter  sum  8102,831. 
71,  was  86,089.94. 

4.  The  amount  of  deposites  in  trust  by  banks  and  other  monied  cor- 
porations, was  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1885^  8875,000,  to  wit:  by 
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the  Ohio  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  being  the  amount  of  its 
first  payment  on  its  stock  by  dtiz^s  of  this  State,  and  subject  to  the 
order  of  said  company  at  ten  days  sight.  None  of  this  was  in  trust 
for  accumulation. 

5.  The  amount  of  interest  which  has  accrued^  became  doe  and 
payable,  on  the  deposites  in  trust,  other  than  trusts  of  accumulation 
computed  up  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1685,  amounted  to  886,017  • 
07. 

6.  Nothing  has  been  received  by  the  company,  and  for  which  it  is 
liable  as  guardian  of  the  estate  of  infants,  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
1885,  exclusive  of  sums  to  be  accumulated. 

The  amount  received  by  the  company,  and  for  which  it  was  liable 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  1835,  after  the  payment  of  the  amounts 
ordered  by  the  chancellor,  was  817,666.56. 

The  accumulation  of  interest  on  the  above  amount,  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  1885,  amounted  to  81,885*28. 

When  the  money  received  as  guardian  is  deposited  with  its  other 
funds  at  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  the  company  being  responsible 
for  the  deposit,  no  charge  of  commission  or  expense  is  made  against 
the  fund;  where  there  is  a  special  deposit  of  stock,  the  charge  would 
be  one  quarter  per  cent  for  receiving,  and  one  quarter  per  cent  for 
paying. 

7.  The  amount  received  by  the  company  and  for  which  it  is  liable 
as  receiver,  appointed  by  the  Vice-chancellor  10th  August,  1833,  to 
the  estate  of  John  Grayson,  deceased,  was,  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary 1885,  82,408. 18,  and  is  not  included  in  answer  to  the  second  in- 
quiry. 

8.  There  had  been  two  ascertained  deaths  between  the  first  day 
of  January,  1834,  and  the  first  day  of  January,  1835,  among  indivi- 
duals insured  by  the  company.  One  amounting  to  8500  and  the 
other  to  85»000.  The  first  amount  has  been  paid,  and  the  company 
are  ready  to  pay  the  second  to  the  party  authorised  to  receive  it, 
when  demanded. 

0.  The  whole  amount  received  for  premiums  on  life  insurance 
since  the  commencement  of  the  company's  insuring  lives,  was,  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  1835,  #66,513.15,  includmg  interest  credi- 
ted to  that  fund,  and  exclusive  of  losses  above  mentioned. 
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The  whole  number  of  inrarances  has  been  786,  the  nomber  of 
lives  lemaining  insured  by  the  oompany,  was  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1885,  49%.' 

The  youngest  of  the  lives  insured  in  the  o&ce  is  aged  nine,  and 
according  to  the  table  hitherto  used  by  the  company  has  a  right  to 
expect  to  live  49.57  years,  the  ddest  life  is  rixty-four,  and  has  a 
right  to  expect  to  live  13.80  years.  The  amount  of  premium  Taiiea 
annually  with  the  advancing  ages,  and  cannot  be  answered  except 
by  reference  to  the  tables;  the  amount  received  the  hist  year  for 
the  insurance  of  lives,  ending  the  first  day  of  January,  1835,  was 
•39,304.35. 

The  amount  of  insurance  eflected  by  the  parties,  and  for  which 
the  company  is  responsible  in  the  event  of  death,  is  91,531,074. 

10.  There  was  nothing  due  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1885,  on 
"  annuities  from  the  company. 

11.  The  amount  received  for  the  sale  of  annuities  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  1885,  was  915,776.64.  The  number  of  annuitants  was 
twelve,  the  youngest  of  those  for  whom  an  annuity  has  been  pur- 
chased is  aged  18,  and  in  this  case  the  annuity  to  be  paid  after  the 
death  of  another  aged  40;  an  individual  aged  18,  has,  by  the  taUes 
used  in  the  office,  aright  to  expect  to  live  46.51  years.  The  ddest 
of  those  for  whom  an  annuity  has  been  purchased  is  aged  78,  and 
has  a  right  to  live  by  the  same  tables  7.73  years.  The  amount  of 
annuities  paid  by  the  company  annually  is  91,417.50. 

13.  The  amount  of  all  dividends  unpaid  to  the  stockholders,  enti- 
tled to  the  same  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1835,  was  93,481. 

13.  To  the  thirteenth  interrogatory,  the  trustees  beg  leave  to  an- 
swer, that  of  this  class  of  deposites  the  company  have  none.  The 
trustees  have  not  been  unmindful  that  the  interest  and  convenience 
of  depositors  in  trust  by  will,  may  frequently  induce  them  to  this 
species  of  deposiet,  and  have  therefore  passed  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  their  government  in  all  cases. 

ReMohedj  Where  the  company  shall  be  i^pointed  trustees,  either 
by  deed,  or  last  will  and  testament,  and  no  provision  shall  be  made 
by  the  instrument  creating  the  trust,  for  their  compensation,  the 
same  commissions  shall  be  charged  as  are  allowed  by  law  to  execu- 
tors and  guardians.    And  where  a  discretion  shall  be  given  to  the 
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company  when  so  appointed  trustees,  to  receive  themselves  the  trust 
moneys  as  a  deposite,  allowing  interest  thereon  at  a  rate  not  exceed- 
ing five  per  cent:  the  company,  if  they  shall  exercise  the  discretion 
so  given,  wUl  not  charge  any  commission  on  the  payment  either  of 
the  prindpaL  or  interest  of  the  moneys  received  on  deposite. 

• 

14.  On  the  1st  January,  1835,  there  were  no  debts  or  demands ' 
known  of  against  the  company  outstanding  and  unpaid,  other  than 
have  been  mentioned  in  answer  to  the  preceding  interri^atories,  ei* 
ther  absolutely  due  or  payable  at  any  contingent  event:  nor  is  it 
known  that  any  are  claimed,  not  admitted  by  the  company^ 

15.  There  had  been  no  ascertained  bad  debts  made  by  the  compa- 
ny on  the  first  day  of.  January,  1885,  in  any  of  its  operations  since 
the  cQmmencement  of  its  business.  Nor  h  there  any  debt  due  to 
the  company  on  which  interest  has  been  due  more  than  a  year,  or 
for  a  longer  time  than  may  be  accounted  for  by  accidental  circum- 
stances, want  of  notice,  sickness,  absence  or  death,  which,  in  all 
transactions,  interfere  with  absolute  punctuality,  excepting  in  the 
case  already  mentioned.  ^ 

The  company  have  declared  eight  dividends  on  the  capital  stock 
of  the  company.  One  on  the  first  day  of  July  1831,  of  three  per 
cent;  one  on  the  dd  day  of  January,  1832,  of  3  per  cent;  one  on 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1832,  of  3  per  cent;  one  on  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1833,  of  31  per  cent;  one  on  the  2d  day  of  July,  1833,  of  31 
per  cent;  one  on  the  7th  day  of  January,  1834,  of  41  per  cent;  one 
on  the  Ist  of  July,  1834,  of  41  per  cent;  one  on  the  6th  of  January, 
1835,  of  41  per  cent 

the  trustees  are, 

Thos.  W.  Ludlow,  New-York, 

Wm.  B.  Lawrence,        do 

Jonathan  Goodhue, 

Samuel  Thomson, 

Peter  Remsen, 

John  Rathbone  jr., 

Peter  Harmony, 

H.  C.  De  Rham, 

P.  O.  Stuyvesant, 

Jacob  Lombard, 

J<^  G.  Coster, 

Benjamin  Knower, 


The  names  and  residence  of 

Wm.  Bard,            New-York, 

Isaac  Bronson, 

do 

James  Kent, 

do 

Gulian  C.  Verplanck, 

do 

Thos.  J.  Oakley, 

do 

John  Mason, 

do 

James  McBride, 

do 

John  Duer, 

do 

Stephen  Whitney, 

do 

Thos  Rnflem, 

do 

Nathaniel  Prime,  * 

do 

John  Jacob  Astor 

do 

Nicholas  Devereux, 

Utica, 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Albany, 


Stephen  Van  Remaelaer,  do 


ii  li 

u 
u  u 
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The  oi&cers  of  the  company  are 
Wrl  Bard,  President,  Salary  94,000  per  annum. 

Edward  A.  Nicoll,  Secretary,            "  3,000 

C-  C.  Palmer,  Aawstant  Secretary    "  1,000  " 

Philip  R.  Kearney,  Clerk,                 "  700 

Wm*  J.  SloutenbuTfi^  do.                '*  360  '' 

AU  residents  of  the  city  of  New- York* 

The  counsel  of  the  company  are  John  Duet  and  Bererly  Robin- 
son, residing  in  the  city  of  New- York,  and  Benjamin  P.  Bntler  in 
the  city  of  Albany,  all  of  whom  are  without  salary. 

The  trustees  annex  a  copy  of  all  the  by-laws  and  resoIutioDB  of  a 
permanent  character  which  are  now  in  force. 

The  board  beg  leave,  in  conclusion,  to  state  that  sums  loaned  on 
stocks  and  bills  receivable,  excepting  what  it  may  be  necessary  so  to 
hold  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  sudden  demands,  they  omuder  tem- 
porary Investments  till  the  amount  can  be  re-invested  on  bond  and 
mortgage* 

The  board  submit  the  balance  sheet  laid  before  them  on  the  6th 
January,  1685,  a  similar  balance  shee  being  presented  to  them 
mcmthly,  by  the  oJGcers  of  the  company. 

Capital  on  bond  and  mortgage  in  the 

city,  at  6  per  cent •66,824 

In  the  country  at  6  per  cent •        33,700  67 

do        do       7        do     900,076  48 

91,000,000  00 

Loaned  on  bond  and  mortgage  in  the 

city  at  6  per  cent •244,108  06 

do        do        do  at  7  per  cent.  •      |206,421  71 

In  the  country  at  6  per  cent 2,500 

do        do      7    do         2,282,566  15 

3,777,690  94 

Loaned  on  bonds  at  6  per  cent. . . .  •  •       •19,088  88 

do        do  7        do     60,158  84 

7t,16«  67 

Bills  receivable  at  6  per  cent •61,500  00 

do        do  61    do       166,604  73 

do        do  6      do      689,087  11 

do        do  61    do       86,176  05 

do        do  7      do       83,666  31 

1,188^006  09 

Amoum  earned  forward, |6,714,788  70 
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Amount  brought  forward, ..^.      •59714,788  7t 

Loans  on  stock, 

for  a  period  at  6  per  <^iit, #18,000  00 

do      do  at  7        do     82,500  00 

on  demand  at  5        do 880,480  00 

do        ate        do     178,900  02 

do        at  7        4o     81,892  00 

Albany  city  stock 880,600  00 

Insurance  bond  and  mortgage  acct. .  865  76 

Annuity  purchased, 1,289  80 

Realestate, 42,861  85 

Cash  due  from  country  banks,  &c.,« .  •  65,588  66 

Balance  in  bank, 28,169  46 

169,815  47 

#5,755,871  1# 

Coital, #1,000,000  00 

Deposites  in  trust,  at  8  per  cent,  • .  •  •      #49,978  22 

"  «  4     ^         .•..        145,247  85 

"  "  41     ^*         ....     1,413,076  09 

«  ^  5       ^         ....     1,498,079  77 

Chancery        "^  5      ''         ....     1,182,886  49 

Special  <'  6      *"         ....  6,000  00 

4,240,970  «l 

Trust  of  accumulation  at  4  per  cent,  •        #7,478  66 

"  "  at  41       "  69,486  26 

^  ^  at  5         "  127,052  81 

: 204,017  78 

Guardianship  ac, #17,666  56 

Receivership  ac,  •.••••• 2,49818 

Life  Insurance, •  66,518  15 

Annuities  granted, •  16,776  64 

Interest  received  on  bills  receivable, .         20,552  22 

128,006  75 

Unclaimed  dividends, 8,481  00 

Surplus  funds, 118,595  29 

Profit  and  loss, 66,000  00 

#5,755,871  19 
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BY-LAWS. 

Mapted  June  IS,  1890. 

I^  Tbem  riiall  be  a  stated  meetmg  of  the  trustees  oa  the  firsf 
Tuesday  in  every  moath,  to  which  a-  report  shall  be  made  by  the- 
president  of  the  concems  and  business  of  the  company  during  the 
past  montht  stating  particularly  the  contracts  that  have  been  mader 
the  sunurc^  money  that  have  been  received,  and  oa  what  account, 
the  manner  in  whidi  the  same  shall  have  been  invested,,  and  the 
amount  remaining  on  hand« 

2.  The  president  shall  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  trustees,  when- 
ever he  shall  deem  it  proper.  He  shall  also  call  a  special  meeting 
whenever  any  three  of  (he  trustees  shall  request  him  in  writing  to 
do  so.  Every  q)ecial  or  stated  meeting  shaD  be  caDed  by  a  notice 
in  writing  to  each  trustee. 

8.  Nine  trustees  shall  be  a  sufficient  number  to  form  a  quorum  for 
the  transaction  of  business;  but  no  by-law  shall  be  adopted,  nor  any 
change  or  alteration  made  in  the  by-laws  before  established,  unless 
at  a  meeting  at  which  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  trustees 
shall  be  present,  and  upon  a  report  of  a  committee  iqppointed  for 
that  purpose. 

4.  The  president  shaH  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  trustees.  He 
shall  be  a  member  ex  officio  of  all  standing  committees.  He  shall 
attend  the  meetings  of  any  special  committees,  when  required  by 
the  chairman. 

5.  The  president  shall  have  the  general  direction  and  superinten- 
dence of  die  affairs  of  the  company,  and  in  all  cases  when  the  duties 
of  the  subordinate  officers  and  agents  of  the  company,  are  not  wpe- 
cially  prescribed  by  the  by-laws^  or  by  a  resolution  of  the  board, 

'  they  shall  obey  the  orders  or  instructions  of  the  president 

6.  The  president  and  secretary  shall  have  power  to  make  con- 
tracts of  insurance  on  life,  and  for  granting  annuities  in  the  name  of 
the  company,  and  to  execute  the  same;  and  shall  also  have  power  to 
receive  moneys  in  trust,  where  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  aUowed 
shall  not  exceed  four  per  cent,  and  to  allow  four  and  one  half  per 
cent,  on  all  deposites,  over  one  yearr 

7.  The  seal  of  the  company  shall  be  under  the  excluave  charge 
of  the  president,  and  shall  not  be  affixed  by  him  to  any  deed,  convey- 
ance or  instrument  whatever,  except  contracts  of  insurance  for  an 
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nuities,  and  certificates  acknowledging  satisfaction  of  mortgages,  un» 
less  by  virtue  of  a  special  resolution  of  the  board. 

8.  The  president  shall  give  a  1>ond  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
lus  trust,  with  sureties  to  be  approved  by  the  boards  in  the.  penalty 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars;  such  bond  shall  be  annually  received, 
;and  new  or  additional  sureties  may  at  any  time  be  required  by  the 
board*  Every  bond  so  taken  shall  be  so  drawn  ss  to  remain  in  force 
imtil  another  bo«rd  be  substituted. 

9.  The  following  standing  committees  to  consist  eacb  of  such 
trustees  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  appointed  by  the  board,  not 
less  than  four  nor  more  ihan  six.  Which  committee^shall  hold  theif 
offices,  UAtn  others  are  appointed  in  their  room,  shall  be  elected  quar. 
terly  by  ballot,  at  a  meeting  at  which  not  less  than  a  majority  of  the 
whot<e  number  of  trustees  shall  be  present,  viz:  a  committee  of  in* 
vestments,  and  a  committee  of  trusts. 

10.  The  committee  of  finance  shall  superintend  and  direct  all  in- 
vestment that  shall  be  made  of  the  funds  of  the  company,  other 
than  its  capital  in  stocks  and  personal  «ecurities^  and  shall  receive 
and  credit  all  accounts  against  the  company* 

11.  The  committee  of  investments  shall  superintend  and  direct  all 
investments  that  shall  be  made  of  the  capital  and  othej:  funds  of  the 
^ompany  in  bonds  and  mortgages  or  other  real  securities. 

12.  The  committee  of  trus^  shall  have  the  general  superintend 
dence  of  all  special  trusts;  and  no  guardianship,  receivership  or  other 
special  trust,  shall  be  accepted  by  the  president,  in  behalf  of  the 
committee,  without  their  approbation  and  concurrence;  nor  without 
their  approbation  shall  any  moneys  be  received  in  trust,  on  which  a 
greater  interest  than  four  per  cent  shall  be  allowed. 

13«  The  three  standing  committees  shall  together  form  a  general 
standing  committee,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  determine  from  time 
to  time,  what  funds  of  the  company  other  than  its  capital  shall  be  in-> 
vested  in  bonds  and  mortgages  and  other  real  securities,  and  what 
funds  in  stocks  and  other  personal  securities. 

14.  Regular  minutes  of  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  of  each 
committee  shall  be  kept  in  boolu  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose; 
and  each  committee  shall  make  a  monthly  report  of  its  proceedings 
to  the  board. 


90  [A«8xnn«T 

IS.  No  sum  of  money  of  a  leu  amount  than  one  hundred  d(dlar» 
ifaall  be  received  in  depositee 


10#  Ceitificafes  of  money  received  in  trust  specifyiog  the  duration 
and  terms  of  the  trust,,  shall  be  issued  when  required  by  the  person 
creating  the  trust,  but  in  such  cases,  the  money  so  received  shall 
only  be  payable  when  due,  on  the  production  of  the  original  certifi- 
cate. 

I7«  Separate  books  of  transfer  shall  be  kept,  in  whidi  transfer  of 
shares  of  cajHtal  stock,  and  of  certificates  of  trust,  when  the  same 
are  assignable,  shall  be  entered  by  the  person  entitled  to  m^e  such 
transfer,  or  his  special  attorney;  but  in  every  such  transfer,  the  cer- 
tificate before  issued  shall  be  delivered  up,  and  a  new  certificate  or 
certificates  be  issued* 


16.  Every  report  of  a  standing  or  special  committee  dmil  be  in 
writing,  and  signed  by  the  member  of  such  committee  assenting 
thereto* 

The  president  shall,  in  case  o(  sickness  or  temporary  absence,  be 
authorised  to  appoint  a  president  pro  tem.  to  perform  the  duties  of 
president 

May  I,  18S3. 

If  any  person  claim  a  certificate  of  the  stock  of  this  company,  or 
a  certificate  of  deposite  to  be  issued  in  lieu  of  one  lost  or  destroyed, 
he  shall  make  an  afilidavit  of  the  fact,  and  state  the  drcomstances  of 
the  loss  or  destruction,  and  he  shall  advertise  in  one  or  more  of  the 
public  newspapers  in  the  city  of  New- York,  for  the  space  of  six 
weeks,  an  account  of  the  loss  or  destruction,  describing  the  certifi- 
cate, calling  on  all  persons  to  show  cause  why  a  new  certificate  shall 
not  issue  in  lieu  of  that  lost;  and  he  shaH  transmit  to  the  cmnpany 
his  aflidavit,  and  the  advertisement  before  mentioned,  and  give  to 
the  company  a  satisfactory  bond  of  indemnity,  with  one  or  more 
sureties  if  required,  in  double  the  amount  of  the  certificate  so  lost 
against  any  damage  that  may  arise  from  issuing  the  new  certificate; 
whereupon  the  president  shall,  six  months  after  the  notice  by  ad- 
vertisement as  aforesaid,  issue  a  new  certificate  of  the  same  number 
and  tenor  with  that  said  to  be  lost  or  destroyed,  and  specifying  that 
it  is  in  lieu  thereof. 

Jfyril  S,  1883. 
1.  No  loan  shall  be  made  by  the  company  on  security  of  vilhge 
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or  country  real  estate,  beyond  half  the  value,  as  nearly  as  can  with 
reasonable  diligence  be  asceklained,  of  the  property  oflkred  as  secu- 
rity. 

2.  No  interest  shall  be  allowed  to  remain  due  longer  than  six 
months,  on  any  bond  and  mortgage,  to  the  company,  without  a  fore- 
closure, or  suit  being  directed  by  the  president,  unless  the  board  di- 
rect a  longer  delay. 

8.  The  company  shall  not  under  any  foreclosure  or  judgment  be- 
come the  purchaser  of  mortgaged  property  by  bidding  beyond  the 
amount  that  is  due  to  the  company,  of  principal  interest  and  costs. 

4.  If  the  company  become  the  holders  of  real  estate  by  purchasing 
under  foreclosure  or  judgment,  the  company  shall  sell  the  same  as 
soon  as  principal,  interest  and  costs  can  be  realized. 

5.  Excepting  for  the  purpose  of  securing  suitable  officers  and  con- 
veniences for  the  conduct  of  business,  and  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
themselves  against  loss  of  money  due  to  them  by  the  way  of  mort- 
gage or  judgment  on  the  property  so  held,  the  company  shall  hold  no 
real  estate  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly. 

The  following  regulations  were  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  board 
on  the  sixteenth  June,  1830. 

All  moneys  deposited  in  trust  for  a  shorter  term  than  one  year, 
shall  be  deposited  for  a  certain  number  of  months,  not  less  in  any  case 
than  two  months  from  the  date  of  the  deposite. 

Interest  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent  will  be  allowed  on  moneys 
not  deposited  for  a  longer  term  than  four  months;  when  the  term 
shall  exceed  four  months,  and  be  less  than  a  year,  four  per  cent  will 
be  allowed;  when  the  deposite  shall  be  made  for  a  year,  four  and  one- 
half  per  cent  will  be  allowed;  when  the  deposite  shall  exceed  a  year, 
the  rate  of  interest  shall  be  settled  by  a  special  agreement. 

In  all  cases  where  the  moneys  deposited  shall  not  be  withdrawn  at 
the  expiraticHi  of  the  term  of  deposite,  they  shall  remain  with  the  c(»n- 
pany  for  another  period,  of  not  less  than  thirty  days,  and  be  allowed 
the  same  interest  as  if  originally  deposited  for  the  extended  period. 

Where  the  time  of  deposite  shall  exceed  a  year,  interest  may  be 
made  payable  before  the  principal  beonnes  due,  annually,  half  yearly 
or  quarterly,,  as  may  be  agreed  on. 
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Where  the  deposite  shall  be  for  a  shorter  term  than  one  year,  no 
interest  will  be  paid  until  the  principal  becomes  due. 

Where  moneys  so  deposited  for  a  period  less  than  a  year,  in  trust, 
shaU  have  remained  in  deposite  for  sixty  days,  the  same  may  be  with- 
drawn at  any  time  thereafter,  and  before  the  period  for  which  the 
deposite  was  originally  made,  but  in  such  cases  no  interest  shall  be 
paid  on  such  deposites. 

The  above  regulations  shall  not  extend  to  moneys  deposited  by  or- 
der of  the  court  of  chancery  or  of  any  other  court 

RESOLUTIONS. 

SepUmber  7,  1880. 
Re$ohedy  That  the  duty  of  advising  the  president  in  relation  to  the 
insurance  on  lives,  and  granting  annuities,  be  performed  by  the  com- 
mittee of  trusts. 

February  1,  1831. 
Ruohedy  on  motion  of  Judge  Oakley,  seconded  by  Mr.  Prime, 
that  deposites  over  one  thousand  dollars,  are  not  to  be  withdrawn, 
without  three  days  notice^ 

May  8,  1831. 
Jtesofoed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hone,  seconded  by  Mr.  Prime,  That 
the  dividends  to  be  declared  by  the  company  on  the  capital  stock,  be 
made  in  the  months  of  January  and  July  of  each  year. 

June  7,  1831. 
Resohedf  on  motion  of  Mr.  Prime,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bloodgood, 
That  the  trustees  of  this  company  desirous  of  complying  where  they 
can,  with  the  expressed  wish  of  the  Chancellor,  and  of  promoting  the 
public  interest  by  affording  every  facility  within  their  power  to  the 
court  of  chancery,  will  in  future  allow  an  interest  of  five  per  cent, 
on  all  deposites  directed  as  above  by  the  Chancellor. 

June  7,  1881. 
Re$ohed^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bloodgood,  seconded  by  Mr.  Duer,  That 
the  above  rule  allowing  five  per  cent,  shall  be  extended  to  deposites 
by  surrogates  and  vice-chancellor's  of  this  State. 

June  7,  1881. 
Rfiiohedj  That  the  above  resolutions,  relative  to  the  allowance  of 
interest  on  deposites  by  order  of  the  chancellor  or  by  vice-chanoel- 
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lors  or  surrogates^  shall  remain  in  force  till  farther  ordered,  and  of 
which  farther  order,  notice  shall  be  given  and  shall  then  only  eflfect 
such  deposites  as  may  be  made  subsequently  to  such  farther  orders. 

December  6,  1831. 
Resolved,  When  the  company  shall  be  appointed  trustees,  either  by 
deed  or  last  will  and  testament,  and  no  provision  shall  be  made  for 
their  compensation  by  the  instrument  creating  the  trust,  the  same 
commissions  shall  be  charged  as  are  allowed  by  law  to  executors  and 
guardians;  and  where  a  discretion  shall  be  given  to  the  company, 
^hen  so  appointed  trustees,  to  receive  themselves  the  trust  money 
as  a  deposite,  allowing  interest  thereon  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  five 
per  cent  The  company,  if  they  shall  exercise  the  discretion  so  given, 
will  not  charge  any  commission  on  the  pigment  either  of  the  princi- 
pal or  interest  of  the  moneys  so  received  in  deposite* 

January  8,  1682. 
Resohedj  on  motion,  by  Chancellor  Kent,  seconded  by  Mr.  Prime, 
That  the  Carlisle  Tables,  calculated  at  4  per  cent,  with  the  addition 
of  thirty*five  per  cent,  be  the  rules  by  which  this  company  shall  in 
future  be  governed  in  making  insurance  and  granting  annuities,  such 
change  being  made  in  consequence  of  the  report  of  the  president  and 
professor  Anderson^  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  board. 

May  2,  1888. 
Resohedy  on  motion  of  Walter  Bowne,  seconded  by  James  Me* 
Bride,  That  the  board  will  in  future  insure,  when  desired  by  appB> 
cants,  to  the  amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Retohed,  That  the  president  be  authorised  to  take  extra  risks,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  committee  of  trusts,  and  to  insure  such  risks 
at  rates  agreed  on  between  him  and  the  applicants. 

June  4,  1838. 
The  ccMnmittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  compensa- 
ti(m  for  the  services  of  counsel  in  the  city  of  New- York,  reported 
that  they  had  considered  the  subject,  and  that  they  reonnmend,  till 
farther  ordered,  that  five  dollars  be  allowed  on  every  bond  and  mort- 
gage taken  out  of  the  city  of  New-York,  where  the  loan  is  #2,000 
and  under,  that  ten  dollars  be  allowed  where  the  loan  is  over  2,000. 

Rs$ohedy  on  motion.  That  the  above  report  be  accepted. 
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July  2,  18S3. 
The  committee  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  report  that  in 
order  to  meet  the  8Ugge8ti<»i8  of  the  chancellor,  it  is  advisable  to 
amend  the  12th  by-law  by  inserting  after  the  words,  approbation  or 
c(Hicurrence,  the  following  exception.  *^' Excepting  such  special 
trusts  as  shall  be  conferred  on  the  company  by  the  court  of  chance- 
ry, or  a  surrogate  having  jurisdiction/' 

Re$ohedy  on  motion,  that  the  above  report  be  accepted. 

September  3,  1883. 
Resohedj  That  the  seal  of  the  company  be  under  the  exclusive 
charge  of  the  president,  and  shall  not  be  affixed  by  him  to  any  con- 
veyance, assignment  or  transfer  of  any  of  its  real  estate,  or  of  any 
of  its  effects  exceeding  the  value  of  $1000,  unless  authorised  by  a 
previous  /esolution  of  the  board  of  trustees;  nor  to  any  other  instru- 
ment whatever,  without  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  one  of  the 
standing  committees,  excepting  to  contracts  for  the  insuring  of  lives, 
and  granting  annuities,  certificates  acknowledging  satisfaction  of 
mortgages,  certificates  of  deposite,  or  other  evidence  of  debt,  issued 
by  the  officers  of  the  company  in  the  transacting  of  its  ordinary  bo- 


•  Resohedy  That  in  all  cases  where  money  is  left  with  the  company 
in  trust,  to  be  invested  by  the  company  for  the  benefit  of  the  cestui 
que  trust,  the  company  shall  guarantee  the  money  to  the  cestui  que 
trust:  and  beside  the  usual  commission,  will  charge  one  per  cent  for 
the  guarantee. 

^wemherby  1883. 
Resohedy  That  before  the  papers  of  a  country  loai^  are  approved 
by  a  counsel  of  the  board,  there  shall  be  a  statement  by  the  agent 
accompanying  the  papers,  of  all  the  expenses  the  honower  has  be» 
put  to  in  obtaining  the  loan. 


No  384,]  « 

REPORT 

Of  the  cifmminee  of  the  J^ew-F^rk  Ufe  Insurance  and  Thuit  Vo0^p»- 

nxfy  appeinted  by  the  liiutees  at  a  meeting  held  an  the  2d  December^ 

.  1884,  far  the  purpose  of  examining  ike  books,  vouchers  awd  docu^ 

ments  in  the  effice,  and  of  asceriaining  lt»  state  of  its  affairs^  pro- 

vious  to  declaring  a  dhridend  on  the  6th  January^  1835. 

Capital  being.:, ^ ....,^ •l,OMI»WO  M 

The  committee  Tepoit  that  they 
liave  compared  the  bonds  and  mort* 
.gagea  with  the  entries,  and  imA  the 
4unount  loaned  on  bends  alone,  bonds 
secured  by  stock,  and  bond  and  mort« 
gage,  to  be.. •••« « ..^^  .*,^  . .  $3,886,777  01 

The  papers  the  committee  report 
complete  for  tkeunouift  of  #8,728,804. 
24. 

Four  bcmds  are  wanting  for  the 
amount  of  82,720 .21,  which  the  pre- 
sident states  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
agents  for  correction. 

Both  bonds  and  mortgages  are  want- 
ing for  the  amount  of  81,001;  fortius 
amount  the  comnuttee  state  they  have 
seen  the  drafts  in  the  office  by  the  bot^ 
rower,  endorsed  by  the  agent 

The  mortgages  are  wanting  for  the 
amount  of  8126,252 .16.  « 

The  president  states  the  above  mort^^ 
gages  are  ia  the  office  of  the  aeveral 
clerks  for  recording.  The  committee 
examined  several  of  the  certificates  of 
the  clei^  and  found  them  correct 
The  conmuttee  further  report,  that 

they  have  compared  the  bills  recei- 
vable as  entered  in  the  books  df  the 

^mpany,  vnth  the  note  book  of  the 

Manhattan  Bank,  certified  by  D.  L 

Ledyard,  teller,  and  found  the  said 

entries  correct,  and  that  the  unount 

of  bills  receivable  so  entered  on  the 


Amount  carried  forward,.  • . » •  8 
[Assem.  No.  284.]  4 


26  [ASSEMBLT 

Aiooatd  brought  forward,  •  • .  •  •  ^ 

31st  December,  1834,  is  •879,314. 

58;  and  in  office,  •2&8,601 .  51 . . . .     1,138,0M  M 
The  oonunittee  further  report,   that 

they  have  examined  the  loans  on 

stock  and  other  personal  securities, 

and  find  them  correctly  entered  in 

the  books  of  the  company,  and  that 

the  certificates  of  stocks  and  seen- 

rities  88  entered,  are  in  the  oflbse, 

and  that  they  amounted  on  the  31st 

December,  1834,  to S9i;sm  m 

The  committee  further  report,  that  the 

deposites  in  trust  amounted,  on  the 

31s(  Dec^  1834,  to 4,240,370  4^ 

And  the  trust  of  accumulation  on  the 

same  day,  to 904^017  19 

The  committee  further  report  that  they 

have  examined  the  state  of  the  ao 

covxiM  of  the  company  as  guardians 

^pointed  by  the  chancellor,  of  two 

minors,  George  B,  Marshall  and 

WilHam  W.  Marshall,  and  find  the 

amount  the  company  have  received 

on  that  account  in  cash,  is  correctly 

entered  in  the  books  of  the  eompa* 

ny, ; 17,606  56 

The  committee  further  report,  that 

they  have  examined  the  Life  Insu* 

ranoe  account,  and  find  the  amount 

entered  on  that  account  to  Decern* 

ber31st,   1834, 66,513  15 

The  committee  further  report  that  they 

have  examined  the  annuity  account, 

and  find  the  amount  received  for  an- 
nuities granted  to  December  31st, 

1834, 15,776  61 

And  the  amount  paid  to  the  bank  of 

Monroe,  for  an  excess  of  interest  on 

loan  upon  bond  and  mortgage,  call- 

Amount  earned  forward,  • .  •  •  #  $ 
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Amount  brought  forward,  .,• .  $ 
ed  OD  the  booki  and  annuity  purcha- 
sed^          ]»289  ao 

The  oommittee  further  report  that  they 

estimate  the  company^s  real  estate 

at ,  43,8618ft 

It  appears  from  the  books  that  this    . 
amount  of  rent  has  been  received  on 
a  part  of  the  same,  •1,834.25. 
The  committee  fiuther  report  that  they 

haiFC  examined  ten  certificates  of 

Albany  city  stock  belonging  to  the 

ccnapany,  each  certificate  being  for 

•8,000,  making  880,000,  1  per  cent 

advance  having  been  paid  for  the 


80,600  08 


The  committee  report  this  sum  due 
from  individuals  for  insurances  ef- 
fected on  their  property,  upon  which 
the  company  have  made  loans,  •  •  •  •  •  8SS  76 

The  c<Mnmittee  further  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  bank  bode,  and 
find  the  balance  in  the  Manhattan 
bank  to  agree  with  the  books  of  the 
c<^pany;  said  balance  amounting 

on  the  8l8t  Dec,  1884,  to 28,160  46 

The  ccmunittee  further  report  that  cer* 
taia  banks,  &c.  in  the  country  are 
indebted  to  the  company  for  interest 

deposited  to  the  amount  of  •  • 65,538  60 

The  committee  further  report  that 
the  expenses  of  the  «Nnpany,  inclu- 
ding salaries  for  six  months,  ending 
the  31st  December,  1834,  85,801.58. 
And  the  payment  of  a  tax  on  the  capi- 
tal and  building  for  one  year,  84,487. 
12. 

The  committee  further  report  that  this 
(  amount  remains  to  the  credit  of  the 

last  dividend  account  as  unclaimed,  8,481  00 

The  committee  further  report  that  they 
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Amount  brought  forwaid,*  *» •>  #  9 

kave  exanuDed  the  state  of  the  oom* 

pany  as  reoeiTer  to  the  estate  of 

Jno.  Grayson,  deceased^  xBider  the 

order  of  the  Tiee-dwDodlor,  and 

find  the  bnAmee  to  the  credit  of  that 

accont  on  the  Slst  Dec,  1894,...  2,496  IB 

The  committee  further  report  that 

there  i^ypears  on  the  31st  I>eoaidt)er 

inst.  a  credit  bahoee  of  inteiest  oa 

aiodL  loans  amounting  lo  i0^288.7a. 
And  a  credit  balance  of  interest  on 

the  Slst  December,  1884,  on  stocks 

held  by  the  company,  amounting  to 

1750. 

The  ccwtunittee  report  that  there  ap- 
pears on  the  31st  Deceniberinst^  a 
credit  balance  of  interest  on  bills  re- 
ceivable, amounting  to  919,008.29, 

and. 20,552  tt 

And  a  credit  balance  of  interest  on 

bond  and  ^mortgage  on  the  Slst  De- 

cember,  1884,  amounting  to  U  18^451. 

92. 

The  committee  further  report  that 
there  appears  a  debit  balance  for  inte- 
rest paid  on  depoate  of  trust,  amount- 
ing to  #68,870.45. 

And  a  debit  balance  of  interest  paid 
on  loans  to  the  company,  amounting 
to  •965.51. 
The  committee  report  that  the  surplus 

funds  of  the  company  as  stated,  to 
^  the  80th  June  last,  amounted  to. . .  118,595  29 

The   committee  further  report  that 

there  is  a  balance  to  the  credit  of 

profit  and  loss,  amounting  to 66,000  00 

•5,755,871  19  •5,755,871  19 
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The  committee  further  report,  that 
they  have  not  extended  their  examina- 
tion of  deposite  of  trust,  and  other  mo- 
nies received  by  the  company  beyond 
the  balances  stated  in  the  ledger,  and 
that  they  have  not  gone  over  the  cal- 
culations of  interest  due  by  or  to  the 
company,  or  paid  to  or  by  the  compa- 
ny, but  that  they  have  seen  suflSicient 
to  give  them  confidence  in  their  cor- 
rectness, and  find  them  to  agree  as  sta- 
ted with  balances  of  those  accounts  in 
the  ledger. 

The  committee  further  report  that 
from  their  own  observation,  and  the 
statements  made  by  the  officers  of  the 
company,  the  following  result  may  be 
depended  upon. 

Capital, •1,000,000  00 

Deposites  in  trust, 94,240,270  42 

Trust  of  accumulation, 204,017  78 

Guardianship  account, 17,668  56 

Life  Insurance, •  •         66,518  15 

Annuity  granted, 15,776  64 

Receivership  account, 2,498  18 

Unclaimed  dividends, 8,481,00 

5,550,228  68 

Which  Is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 

following  amount  invested  on  bond 

and  mortgage, 8,777,590  04 

Bonds, ^    97,186  67 

Bills  receivable, 1,188,006  09 

Loans  on  stock, ».. ..  591,272  02 

Real  estate,  ...•  • : 42,861  85 

Stocks  held  by  the  company, 86,600  00 

Due  from  individuals  for  insurances  ef- 
fected on  their  property, 855  76 

Annuity  purchased, 1,289  80 

Cash  due  from  country  banks,  &c 65,588  60 

Balance  in  bank, 28,169  46 

5,755,871  19 

Amount  carried  forward, • #205,147  51 
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Amount  brought  forward, • 1905,147  51 

Add  the  following  items: 
The  interest  on  bond  and  mortgage  due 
1st  December,  1884,  and  previous 
thereto,  and  not  paid,  and  accruing 
from  the  1st  to  the  31st  December, 

1834, 85,882  85 

Interest  due  the  company  on  stock 

loans, 7,391  47 

Interest  on  stock  held  by  the  company,  250  00 

Rent, 441  67 

Interest  of  annuity  purchased, 319  87 

Allowance  of  corporation  of  New-Or- 
leans for  charge  of  stock  account,.  800  00 


From  whidb  will  be  Uken: 
Interest  due  <m  deposite  of  trust,.  •  •  •  80,017  07 
Interest  due  on  trust  accumulation,  in- 
cluding sum  accumulated, 16,093  86 

Interest  on  deposite  with  company  as 

guardian, 2,424  78 

Interest  on  annuity  granted, 2,506  88 

Interest  on  bills  receirable, 10,585  78 

Surplus  profits  to  June  30th,  1834,  • .  118,585  29 


301,238  37 


235,223  66 
•66,009  71 


The  committee  are  of  (^pinion  that  it  will  be  proper  that  the  com- 
pany declare  a  dividend  of  four  and  one  half  per  cent  on  the  capital 
stock  of  the  company,  payable  on  the  10th  inst. 

Signed, 

JAMES  McBRIDE, 

JACOB  LORRILLARD, 

STEPHEN  WHITNEY. 

December  2lit,  1834. 
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M  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  TVusteeSj  keJd  January  526, 1835, 

PRB8ENT: 

Win.  Bard,  Thomas  Stiffern, 

Isaac  Bronson,  Nath.  Prime, 

Jameff  Kent,  John  6.  Coster, 

G.  C.  Verplanck,  John  Jacob  Astor, 

John  Mason,  Thcxnas  W.  Ludlow, 

James  Mc  Bride,  Jonathan  Goodhue, 

Stephen  Whitney,  P.  G.  Stuyvesant 

ReMohoif  on  motion  of  James  Mc  Bride,  seconded  by  Stephen 
Whitney,  that  the  trustees  having  heard  the  report  to  the  Chancellor, 
prepared  by  the  president  and  secretary,  approve  the  same,  and  di« 
rect  the  president  to  sign  it  in  the  name  of  the  trustees,  and  transmit 
it  to  the  Chancellor. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

K  A.  NICOLL,  8ec'y. 

CUy  and  County  of  MvhYorkj  ss: — 

Wm.  Bard  being  duly  sworn,  and  being  president  of  the  New- 
York  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  C(Hnpany,  deposeth  and  saith,  that 
the  above  answer  to  the  Chancellor's  order  of  the  19th  of  Novem- 
ber,  1831,  is  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief  true,  and  that 
the  resolution  annexed  is  an  extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
trustees  hekL  January  26,  1835,  and  that  the  by-laws  annexed,  is  a 
true  copy  of  all  the  by-laws,  and  of  all  the  resolutions  of  a  perma- 
nent characteir  passed  by  the  trustees. 

Wm.  BARD. 

Sworn  this  36th  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1835,  liefore  me, 

D.  HoBART,  Chmmisioner  of  Deeds. 

Oily  and  County  of  MuhYork,  $s: — 

Edward  A.  NiQoU,  Secretary  of  the  ^ew-York  Life  Insurance 
and  Trust  Company,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  the 
above  answer  to  the  Chancellor's  order  of  the  19th  of  November, 
1831,  is  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief  true,  and  that  the 
resolution  annexed  is  an  extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  trus- 
tees, held  January  36,  1835,  and  that  the  by-laws  annexed  is  a  true 
copy  of  all  the  by-laws,  and  of  all  the  resolutions  of  a  permanent 
character  passed  by  the  trustees.  E.  A.  NICOLL,  Sec'y. 

Sworn  this  36th  day  of  Jknuary, 
A.  D.  1835,  t!efore  me, 

D.  HoBART,  Commissioner  of  Deeds, 

Copy,  JAMES  PORTER, 

Register  of  the  Court  of  Chancery. 


1>0CUMENTS, 


Report  of  the  Master. 

IN  CHANCERY — ^befoiie  the  <;hanoellor% 

In  the  maUer  of  the  J^Tew-York  Life 
Insurance  and  TVust  Chmpantf. 

7b  the  Chancellor  of  the  State  of  JV'ew-York: 

In  pursuance  of  an  order  made  in  the  above  entitled  matter,  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  March  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-four,  whereby  the  statement  exhibited  by  the  trustees  of  the 
New- York  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company  of  the  aflairti  the  said 
company  for  the  political  year  ending  the  thirty-first  day  of  Decern* 
ber  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  as  directed  by  the 
order  of  this  court  of  the  nineteenth  November  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-one,  was  referred  to  me  as  one  of  the  mastera  of 
this  court,  residing  in  the  county  of  Otsego,  pursuant  to  the  directions 
of  the  eighteenth  section  of  the  act  incorporating  the  said  company, 
with  directions  to  make  a  full  and  thorough  investigation  into  the  af- 
fairs and  management  of  the  said  company,  and  authorizing  me  to  that 
end,  to  examine  all  or  any  of  the  officers,  servants  and  agents  of  the 
said  company,  or  any  other  person  on  oath,  in  relation  to  the  affairs 
and  condition  of  the  said  company,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  said 
affairs  have  been  managed  during  the  said  year,  and' that  I  nught  also 
in  my  discretion  examine  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  afiairs  of  the 
said  company  have  been  managed  either  before  or  since  that  time,  if 
in  the  course  of  the  investigation  I  should  discover  any  cause  of  sus- 
picion or  other  matter  which  in  my  opinion  would  render  such  exa- 
mination necessary  or  proper.     And  the  said  order  required  me  to 
report  to  the  court  of  chancery  with  all  convenient  speed,  whether 
the  statement  so  as  aforesaid  made  by  the  trustees  of  said  company, 
contains  a  just  and  true  account  of  the  affaii^  of  the  said  company  as 
directed  by  the  order  of  said  court:  and  I  was  directed  by  said  order 
to  report  my  opinion  in  relation  to  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which 
the  affairs  of  the  said  company  have  been,  and  are  conducted;  as  to  the 
prudence  and  safety  of  its  investments;  as  to  the  security  afforded  to 
those  by  whom  its  engagements  are  held,  and  as  to  the  advantages 
derived  by  the  public  from  its  operations.     Now  therefore,  I  Eben 
B.  Morehouse,  master  in  chancery  as  aforesaid,  in  obedience  to  the 
requisitions  of  the  aforesaid  in  part  recited  order,  do  report.  That  I 
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have  made  the  investigation  directed  by  the  said  order,  in  refereooe 
to  the  inquiries  as  arranged  in  the  order  of  this  court,  made  on  the 
19th  November,  1831,  and  the  answer  of  the  said  company  thereto, 
for  the  year  1833:  That  from  such  investigation  I  ascertained  that 
the  amount  of  capital  stock  of  the  company  loaned  out  on  bond  and 
mortga^,  exclusive  of  interest,  was  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1834^ 
one  mimon  of  dollars:  That  the  amount  exclusive  of  interest  of  other 
loans  on  bond  and  mortgages,  other  than  loans  to  monied  corporations 
or  to  their  officers  or  agents,  for  their  use  and  benefit,  was,  on  the 
first  day  of  Januarv,  1834,  •2;320,052.11:  That  the  following  table 
shottrs,  alphabetically  arranged,  the  particular  counties  wherein  the 
lands  mortgaged  to  the  company  are  located,  and  the  total  amount  of 
loans  in  each  county,  specifying  the  amount  of  capital,  and  the  amount 
of  loans  not  capital,  and  also  the  number  of  loans:  That  in  classifying 
the  said  loans,  all  under  $500,  are  included  in  the  first  class,  those 
of  $500  and  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  in  the  second,  and  those 
of  91000  and  upwards,  in  the  third  class^ 
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The  amount  of  loans  on  bonds  only  is 943,653  34 

Of  which  sum  there  is  loaned  in  the  county  of  Albany,         3,000  00 

''  Chautauque,  2,333  34 

Jefferson,  1,020  00 
Herkimer,  9,700  00 
New-YoA,  15,300  00 
Oswego,  9,000  00 
St  Lawrence,  000  00 
Ulster,  2,000  00 
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•43,553  34 

The  classification  and  number  of  loans  in  the  foregoing  tabular 
view  of  the  loans  on  bonds  and  mortgages,  includes^  the  above  loans 
on  bonds  only;  the  aggregate  of  loans  on  bonds  and  mortgages  and 
bonds  only,  is  $3,363,005.45.  There  is  no  amount  of  the  capital 
stock  upon  which  interest  had  been  due  for  more  than  six  months, 
nor  any  of  the  bonds  and  mortgages  in  suit  or  judgment,  or  on  which 
prosecutions  had  been  ordered  ei^er  for  principal  or  interest  The 
amount  of  principal,  exclusive  of  interest  of  such  bonds  and  mort- 
gages, upon  which  there  was  a  default  in  the  payment  of  interest  on 
the  1st  day  of  December,  1833,  was  $322,823.37,  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  1834.     The  company,  in  their  answer  to  the  second  in- 

auiry  of  the  Chancellor,  from  a  misapprehension  of  its  import,  state 
le  amount  of  interest  which  had  been  due  more  than  six  months  at 
$6,483.68.  The  interrogatory  called  for  the  amount  of  principal, 
exclusive  of  interest,  on  which  there  had  been  a  default  in  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  for  more  than  six  months,  and  I  ascertained  that  to 
be,  at  the  date  to  which  the  answer  referred,  the  sum  of  $296,861 .51. 
Of  the  amount  of  interest  in  payment  of  which  there  had  been  a 
failure  over  six  months,  three  thousand  dollars  had  been  allowed  to 
remain  unpaid  by  the  company.  On  receipt  of  additional  security. 
The  sum  thus  deferred,  was  upon  a  loan  of  $155,000  to  an  individu- 
al in  the  city  of  New-York.  Since  the  company  commenced  ope- 
rations, there  have  been  fifty-one  bonds  and  mortgages  sent  to  coun- 
sel for  collection  on  account  of  failure  in  payment  of  interest  The 
amount  of  the  principal  of  those  bonds  and  mortgages,  is  $237,000; 
of  these,  on  notifying  the  mortgagors  of  the  intention  to  commence 
proceedings,  of  foreclosure,  the  interest  was  paid  and  the  papers  re- 
turned by  the  counsel  in  twenty-three  cases,  the  principal  of  which 
amounted  to  $31,170.  Proceedings  have  been  commenced  and  stay- 
ed in  fourteen  cases,  wherein  the  principal  of  the  bonds  and  mortga- 
ges was  $177,850.  There  are  in  process  of  foreclosure  seven  cases, 
in  which  the  amount  of  principal  is  $12,530.  Foreclosure  has  been 
completed  and  the  money  collected,  in  two  cases,  the  principal  of 
which  was  $5,400;  and  foreclosure  completed  and  the  property 
bought  in  by  the  company,  at  public  sale,  in  two  cases,  the  principal 
of  which  was  $1,800.  There  are  two  mortgages  foreclosing  by  a 
subsequent  incumbragcer,  with  the  assent  of  the  company,  amount- 
ing to  $6,750,  and  one  by  the  company  in  Albany  for  $1,500,  not 
included  in  the  cases  before  mentioned.  The  answer  of  the  compa- 
ny, referred  to  me,  will  be  found  somewhat  variant  in  its  distribu- 
tion of  the  cases  from  this  statement,  and  deficient  in  omittine  to 
state  the  amount  of  the  bonds  and  mortgages  in  suit  or  ordered  for 
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prosecution,  from  not  having  r^htly  understood  the  inquiry  relating 
to  this  matter.  It  appeared  mat  in  all  three  cases,  collection  had 
been  directed  on  account  of  remissness  in  the  payment  of  interest, 
and  that  such  interest  had  been  in  arrear  for  more  than  six  months. 
The  amount,  exclusive  of  interest,  of  loans  on  stock  securities,  on 
the  first  of  January  last,  other  than  loans  to  and  for  the  use  of  mo- 
nied  corporati<His,  was  9298,504. 
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Of  the  above  there  is  loaned  for  sue  months  and  over,.    i82,650  OO 

Less  than  six  months, ^..•.  , 15y000  oa 

Payable  on  demand^ 200,654  00 

•298,504  0» 

Of  the  loans  on  stock  there  are  none  on  which  the  interest  had 
Ibeen  due  for  nwre  than  six  months,  none  in  suit,  or  ordered  for  pro- 
secution,, and  no  toaa^  where  die  principal"  and  interest  due  thereon, 
exceeded  the  market  value  of  the  stock  pledged  (or  the  security 
thereof,  on  the  fiist  of  January,  IBM. 

The  amount  of  loans  on  bonds,  bOls  or  notes,  with  personal  seco^ 
rit^  only^  was  on  Ihe  1st  day  of  January,  1834,  #528^485  01. 

Of  which  there  was  payable  on  demand, fM,584  0(^ 

Loaned  for  a  less  period  thain  six  months^  •...•*••»,••.  l.M,&45  17 
Loaned  for  six  HKmthft  and  over,  •••  • •.•.4...»  239,355  84 

f528,485  01 

There  are  none  of  the  said  loans  on  which  interest  has  been  due 
six  months,  nor  any  n  suit,  nor  ordered  for  prosecution,  or  under 
protest  There  is  no  amount  due  the  company  from  individuals  on 
account,  not  comprised  in  the  foregoing  loatiSr 

The  amount  of  interest  due  the  company  on  the  1st  day  of  Janu* 
ary  1834,  was  #43,038.21,  of  which  Inere  was  due  on  bans,  upon 
which  the  interest  had  been  doe  more  than  six  months^  the  soin  of 
#0,483.68,  and  on  loans  on  which  no  part  of  the  interest  had  been 
due  for  more  than  that  period,  #36,555.63.  No  loan  has  been  waada 
to  any  monied  corporation^  or  i6  their  officers  or  agents  for  the  use 
of  such  corporation* 

The  company  own,  in  their  own  right,  stock  of  the  city  of  Albany 
to  the  amount  of  #45.000^  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent.  The 
number  of  shares  is  fifteen,  the  nominal  value  three  tnousand  dellars 
each,  and  were  purchased  by  the  company  at  one  per  cent  advance. 
Its  market  value  is  unknown.  The  origmal  purchase  was  twenty 
shares,  amounting  to  #60,000,  five  of  wmch  shares  h^ve  been  paid 
at  par.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  company  have  at  any  time  own* 
ed  m  their  own  right  any  other  stocks,  exeeptiaff  one  hundred  shares 
of  the  stock  of  their  own  company,  purchased  out  of  the  surplus 
profits  of  the  company  in  1833,  at  an  advance  above  par  value  of 
241  per  cent;  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Chancellor  the  stock  was  re* 
sold  and  the  advance  credited  to  the  company* 

And  I  do  further  report,  that  the  real  property  of  the  compaikj 
consists  <^  a  lot  and  building  in  Wall-street,  in  the  city  of  I^ew* 
York,  twenty-seven  feet  on  Wall-street,  and  one  hundred  and  six* 
teen  feet  deep,  where  the  company's  office  is  now  kept,  purchased 
for  the  sum  of  #37,000;  upon  whidi  the  company  expended  for  per- 
manent improvements,  otnerthan  for  ordinary  repairs,  #5,861.85, 
the  present  value  of  which  is  estimated  at  #42,861 .85;  of  this  pro- 
perty about  one  fourth  in  value  is  occupied  by  the  company  for  the 
transaction  of  its  business;  that  in  addition  to  this  property,  correctly 
set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  company  to  the  Chancellor,  they  were 
at  the  date  of  their  report  the  owners  of  other  real  property  acqui- 
red by  purchase  at  public  sale  on  the  foreclosure  of  two  mortgages, 
mentioned  by  the  company  in  their  report,  in  answer  to  the  se<»nd 
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inquiry  in  the  ^neral  order  4)eforc  referred  to,  and  ^^cli  dley 
emitted  to  descriDe  as  reqtiired  by  ^e  ninth  interrogatory,  fiom  in- 
advertence. 

The  propeity  consists  of  a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  in  the  towa 
x>{  Lysander,  in  the  county  df  Onondaga,  knoi;i^n  as  part  of  lot  Na 
98,  and  i;rhich  was  mortgaged  to  the  company  by  Samuel  S.  Betts* 
The  amount  of  the  company's  claim  at  the  time  of -sale,  including  the 
'costs  of  the  foredosure  and  master's  fees,  was  #678.12.  IHiey  were 
the  purchasers  at  f350,  learictg  a  balance  of  the  mortoage  debt  of 
^9&26A%  lor  wl»ch  the  mortagor  is  personally  liable.  They  ezpend- 
Mid  nothing  on  it  for  permaneot  improvements,  and  sold  it  before  my 
examination,  for  the  amount  of  principal,  interest  and  costs,  claimed 
t>y  them,  to  be  paid  down  •upon  exeoutii^  a  conveyance.  The  de* 
«ree  i^ainst  the  mort^o^or  for  the  deficiency  on  the«ale  to  the  con>- 
pany,  is  to  be  released  for  his  benefit. 

The  company  also  own  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  being  parts  of  lots 
]No.  44  and  45,  in  the  town  of  Tully,  in  the  county  ot  Onondaga, 
mortgaged  to  the  compaay  bv  SanMiel  Smith,  for  •1,300.  It  cost 
the  company  at  public  sale  by  the  master,  f  1,000.  The  costs  of 
ibreclosure  and  master's  bill,  is  91 39. 68.  The  present  value  of  the 
farm  is  estimated  at  92,000.  In  pursuance  of  their  general  regular 
tions  upon  this  subject,  the  company  have  ofiered  to  seU  this  farm  to 
«my  purchaser  who  will  pay  the  principal,  interest  and  costs  due  to 
the  company  on  account  ot  the  mortgages  and  its  foreclosure,  and  a 
negotiation  on  these  terms  was  pending  at  the  time  of  my  examina* 
tion,  which  I  have  no  doubt,  has  or  will  residt  in  a  sale,  and  the 
mortgagor  be  discharged  from  further  liability  to  the  company.  The 
i^hoie  amount  of  money  oa  hand  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1834, 
vras  •7,624.39,  lying  in  the  Manhattan  Bank,  that  being  the  bank  in 
*%vhich  all  the  deposites  of  the  company  are  made,  and  with  which  aH 
the  company's  banking  business  is  done*  With  the  exception-of  their 
books  and  the  furniture  of  their  office,  the  latter  of  wmch  is  valued 
at  $200,  I  found  no  evidence  of  the  company's  having  any  ptopefw 
ty  or  efibcts  not  herein  before  mentioned,  or  which  wul  be  particu* 
larly  noticed  hereafter,  except  the.  amount  of  9557.17,  charged  to 
individuals  as  ttke  amount  paid  by  the  company  for  insurances  effect- 
ed on  their  premises,  upon  which  the  company  have  made  loans,  and 
an  annuity  purchased  by  the  company,  valued  at  21,489.80.  The 
company  have  receivea  no  money  in  trust  to  be  invested  at  the  risk, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  persons  from  whom  such  monies  were  re* 
ceived,  or  of  other  persons  designated  by  the  trust,  except  in  the  three 
following  qualified  cases. 

1st  The  company,  as  guardians  of  two  infants  in  England,  have 
Feceived  an  assignment  of  certain  United  States  5  per  cent  stock, 
payable  in  1835,  amounting  to  97,451.30.  Since  the  1st  January, 
1834,  a  part,  amounting  to  92,407.47,  has  been  sold  and  placed  with 
the  company  at  an  interest  of  5  per  cent.  2d.  An  assigittnont  in 
trust  for  two  years,  6(  1,100  shares  of  bank  stock,  at  the  risk  of  the 
assignor,  par  value,  $24,000.  This  stock  consisted  of  100  shares  of 
the  Farmers'  Bank,  Troy,  and  1,000  shares  of  the  Bank  of  Troy. 
Since  the  report  of  the  company  to  the  Chancellor,  and  before  my 
examination,  the  trust  expimi,  and  the  stock  was  re-transferred  to 
the  depositor.     3d.  The  company  has  received  as  receiver  to  the  es- 
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tftfe  of  Jofan  GrayioDi  deceaied,  in  stocks  to  the  amount  of  •18^400; 
in  bond  wad  mortgager  W,200;  and  the  aaiount  of  t240G  in  notes. 
And  I  do  further  report,  that  the  statement  made  by  the  eompanyr 
in  further  answer  to  the  sub-divisions  of  the  12th  interrogatory,  are 
substantially  oorrectr  That  the  particulars  found  in  this,,  my  report,, 
under  that  general  inquiry,,  and  not  comprised  in  the  repcNrt  of  the 
company's^  are  added  from  my  construction  of  the  requirements  of 
Aat  interrogatory-^  and  that  the  company  in  this,  as  in  alt  oAer  cases 
•f  imperfection  in  their  answer,  desi^^ned  lo  be  ingenuous,  and  could 
not  have  been  influenced  by  any  mia^inable  temptation  to  have 
been  otherwise  than  fair,  open  boA  candid  in  Ae  exhibits  of  dieir 
statements 

By  the  act  incorpoiating  the  eoBH>any,  ite  capital  stock  is  one  mil- 
lion of  doUarsy  divided  into  shcures  of  one  hundr^  doUais  each.  The 
whole  of  this  is  invested  in  bondb  and  mortgages  on  nnincninbered 
real  estate  within  the  State  of  New-York,  and  more  than  nine-tenths 
thereof  on  reidproperty  without  the  Emits  e!  the  city  and  county  d" 
New-Yofk.  Tm  number  of  stockholders  owning  the  saooe  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  1884,  was  138,  of  whom  tte  number  residii^ 
out  of  the  State  was  23;  and  the  amount  of  stock  hekt  by  these  col- 
lectively, was  2,005  shares,  or  9260,500.  The  number  residing  in 
the  State  other  than  the  trustees,  was  77,  and  the  amount  of  stock 
held  by  them  4,962,  or  9496,200,  The  number  of  trustees  acting 
on  the/lst  of  January,  1834,  was  28. 

Of  these,  one  held  300 shares,  300  or  990,000 

**      250 "     260  •♦    25,000 

•*       132 «     132**     13,200 

**       131 "     131  "     18^100 

•*         70 "       70**       7^)00 

]5held    M each,    750"*    75,000 

9     **     100 •*         800**     80,000 

^ 

Making  the  aggregate  of  shares  held  by  the  trustees,  8,433    9243,300 

The  amount  of  money  deposited  in  trust  by  order  of  the  court  of 
chancery  and  of  surrogates,  to.be  invested  or  kept  at  the  risk  of  the 
company,  including  money  deposited  on  trnst  or  accumulation,  and 
the  accumulation  thereon  on  the  1st  of  January,  1834,  was  9417,- 
701.48.  CM*  this  sum,  the  amount  deposited  for  accumulation  was 
948,485.44,  and  the  accumulation  91,568.53. 

The  amount  of  deposites  in  trust  by  other  persons  and  compaiues, 
other  than  monicd  corporations,  to  be  invested  and  kept  at  the  risk 
of  the  company,  was,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1834,  92,609,620  •  78, 
liaving  increased  the  last  year  9403,611 .29« 

For  sixty  days, 98,116  02 

'' five  months,  • • 184,118  40 

•    One  year  and  over, 2,417,385  41 

Of  which  992,019.62  was  in  trust  for  accumulation,  and  the  accu- 
mulation actually  accrued  on  this  sum  was  92,508.12, 

The  amount  of  deposites  by  banks  and  other  monied  corporations 
on  trust  was,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1834,  933,800.  This  de- 
posite  was  by  a  single  bank  m  the  western  part  of  this  State,  and  not 
m  trust  for  accumulation.     The  answer  of  the  company  does  not 
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disclose  this  fact,  nor  the  name  of  the  company  making  the  depo- 
site.  From  my  construction  of  the  inquiry  requiring  a  specification 
of  the  amount  deposited  by  each  company,  the  name  of  the  deposi- 
ting bank  should  nave  been  communicated  to  the  Chancellor,  and  I 
therefore  add,  that  this  deposite  was  made  by  the  Lockport  Bank. 

The  amount  of  interest  which  had  accrued  and  become  due,  and 
payable  on  deposites  in  trust,  other  than  trusts  of  accumulation,  com- 
puted to  the  1st  of  January,  1834,  amounted  to  974,528.15. 

Nothing  has  been  received  by  the  company,  and  for  which  it  is 
liable,  as  guardian  of  the  estate  of  infants,  on  the  Ist  day  of  Japua* 
ry,  1834,  exclusive  of  sums  for  accumulation.  The  amount  recei- 
ved, and  for  which  it  is  liable,  after  the  payment  of  an  amount  or- 
dered by  the  Chancellor,  was,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1834,  912,240. 
43,  of  which  91,415.20  is  for  accumulation  of  interest  to  that  day. 
This  sum  is  without  any  deduction  for  expenses  and  commissions. 
No  account  had  been  made  up,  and  the  general  rule  of  the  company 
is,  that  where  money  received  as  guardians  is  deposited  with  its  oth- 
er funds  at  an  interest  of  5  per  cent,  the  company  being  responsible 
for  the  deposite,  no  charge  of  commission  or  expense  is  made 
against  the  fund.  Where  there  is  a  special  deposite  of  stock,  the 
cnarge  is  one-fourth  per  cent  for  receiving,  and  one-fourth  per  cent 
for  paying.  The  amount  received  by  the  company,  and  for  which 
it  is  liable  as  receiver,  appointed  by  the  Vice-CnanceUor,  19th  Aug., 
1833,  to  the  estate  of  John  Grayson,  deceased,  was,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1834,  92,256.51.  I  ascertained  that  the  company  had  re- 
ceived, in  this  case,  the  sum  of  94,529.78,  and  disbursed  the  sum  of 
92,273.27.  The  sum  of  92,256.51,  therefore,  includes  the  expenses 
and  commissions  of  the  company  in'  discharging  this  trust. 

There  had  been  three  ascertained  deaths  Between  the  first  day  of 
January,  1833,  and  the  1st  day  of  January,  1834,  among  individuals 
insured  by  the  company.  In  the  first  case  the  insurance  amounted 
to  9500;  in  the  second  to  9361,  and  in  the  third  to  94,000.  These 
announts  had  all  been  paid  to  the  representatives  of  the  deceased  be- 
fore the  date  of  the  report  of  the  company,  and  these  appear  to  be 
the  only  cases  of  death  among  the  insured  since  the  company  com- 
menced its  operations,  where  the  policy  had  not  expired  oefore  the 
decease  of  the  individual. 

The  whole  amount  received  for  premiums  on  life  insurance  since 
the  commencement  of  the  company's  insuring  lives,  was,  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1834,  985,949.64,  including  interest  credited  to 
that  fund,  and  exclusive  of  loss  above  mention^.  The  interrogato- 
ry required  the  amount  received  for  premiums  on  life  insurances, 
where  the  persons  whose  lives  are  insured  are  still  Jiving,  I  ascer- 
tained that  to  be  986,177.94.  The  whole  number  of  insurances  has 
been  504.  The  number  of  lives  remaining  insured  was,  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1834,  868;  increased  at  the  date  of  the  report  of 
the  company  to  864. 

The  average  lenffth  of  time  such  lives  will  continue,  according -to 
the  tables,  and  by  Uie  company,  is  30.74  yean,  and  the  amount  of 
premiums  payable  annually  to  the  company  on  the  lives  remaining 
insured  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1834,  is  917,868.62.  The 
amount  which  will  become  due  from  the  company,  upon  the  deaths 
of  the  persons  insured,  is  91>256.350.    There  was  nothing  due  on 
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the  Ist  of  January,  1894,  for  arrears  of  annuities,  whidi  had  become 
due  and  payable.  The  company  in  their  report  to  the  ChanceOor, 
state  the  amount  received  for  the  sale  of  annuities  on  the  Ist  day  cf 
January,  1834,  correctly  at  91 5, 133. 01. 

The  inquiry  called  for  the  amount  where  the  annuities  still  continue. 
I  ascertained  that  to  be  912,522.52.  The  number  of  continuing;  an- 
nuities is  nine,  and  the  average  time  of  the  continuance  thereof  ac- 
oordinff  to  the  annuity  tables,  is  14.06  years.  The  total  amount 
payabfe  annually  for  annuities  that  still  continue,  is  61,430. 

The  amount  of  all  dividends  unpaid  to  the  stockholders,  entitled  to 
the  same  on  the  Ist  of  January,  was  62,576.  The  company  have 
no  deposites  on  trust  to  be  invested  at  the  risk,  and  for  the  benefit 
of  the  persons  from  whom  the  moneys  were  received,  or  other  per- 
sons designated  in  the  trust,  nor  are  there  any  debts  or  demands 
against  the  company,  not  herein  before  mentioned.  It  is  not  known 
that  the  account  of  debts  due  to  the  company  for  loans  or  otherwise, 
includes  any  bad  debt  There  is  one  debt  of  620,000,  on  bond  and 
mortgage,  m  the  county  of  Albany,  where  the  company  apprehend 
some  loss.  It  is  not  a  part  of  the  capital  loaned,  and  ttie  extent  of 
deficiency  in  the  security,  real  and  personal,  has  not  been  ascertain- 
ed, as  the  mortrage  is  not  foreclosed.  They  have  no  debts  on  which 
no  interest  has  been  paid  for  more  than  a  year,  nor  any  on  which 
judgments  have  been  obtained,  and  have  remained  unsatisfied  for 
more  than  two  years.  The  company  during  the  preceding  year, 
declared  two  dividends,  one  on  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1833,  of  3i 

Ser  cent, and  on  the  2d  day  of  July,  1833,  of  31  per  cent;  antece- 
ent  to  that  time,  they  had  declared  three  semi*annual  dividends 
of  3  per  cent  each,  and  on  the  7th  day  of  January,  1834,  declared 
a  dividend  of  4}  percent,  on  the  capital  stock. 

The  names  and  residence  of  the  trustees  are 
Wm.  Bard,  New- York,    Jonathan  Goodhue,  New- York, 

James  Kent,  do  Samuel  Thompson,         do 

Thos.  J.  Oakley,  do  Peter  Remsen,                do 

Gulian  C.  Verplanck,  do  John  Rathbone,  Jr.         do 

John  Mason,  do  Peter  Harmony,              do 

James  McBride,  do  H.  C.  De  Rham,             do 

John  Duer,  do  Thomas  W.  Ludlow,     do 

Stephen  Whitney,  do  Peter  G.  Stuyvesant,      do 

Thomas  Suffern,  do  Nicholas  Devereux,       Utica, 

Nathaniel  Prime,  do  Erastus  Coming,           Albany, 

John  G.  Costor,   >  do  Isaiah  Townsend,           do 

John  Jacob  Astor,  do  Benj.  Knower,                do 

Isaac  Bronson,  do  Benj.  F.  Butler              do 

William  B.Lawrence,  do  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  do 

The  oflliceni  of  the  company  are, 
William  Bard,  president,  salary  64,000  per  annum. 

-Edward  A.  NicoU,  secretary,  ''        3,000         '' 

Charles  C.  Pahner,  assistant  sec'y,       ''        1,000         '' 
Phillip  R.  Kearney,  clerk.  "  700         " 

Wm.  J.  Stoutenburgh,  assistant  cl'k.    "  250         " 

Thev  are  all  residents  of  the  city  of  New- York.  The  oflicer 
which  I  have  designated  as  assistant  clerit,  was  not  reported  by  the 
company  to  the  Chancellor.     It  was  probably  omittea  from  the  fa- 
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miliar  nature  of  his  duty  in  the  office,  being  that  of  a  messenger  of 
the  officers,  rather  than  one  of  their  number.  I  found  him  however 
upon  the  book  of  minutes  of  the  company  recognised  as  a  clerk,  and 
the  salary  above  mentioned  appropriated  for  his  services. 

The  counsel  of  the  company  are  John  Duer,  and  Beverly  Robin- 
son, residing  in  the  city  of  New-York,  and  Benjamin  F.  Butler, 
late  of  the  city  of  Albany,  all  of  whom  are  without  salary.  They 
are  allowed  for  ordinary  services  in  examining  the  title  of  applicants 
for  loans,  five  dollars  on  every  bond  and  mortgage,  taken  out  of  the 
city  of  New- York,  when  the  loan  is  •2,000  and  under,  and  ten  dol- 
lars when  the  loan  is  over  #2,000.  The  trustees  do  not  as  such, 
nor  as  members  of  committees,  receive  any  compensation  for 
their  services.  The  company  have  annexed  to  their  report  to  the 
Chancellor,  a  true  copy  of  all  the  by-laws  and  regulations  adopted 
by  the  trustees,  and  remaining  in  force.  I  have  thus  far  given  the 
result  of  my  investigation  into  the  affairs  of  the  company,  pursuing 
the  inquires  as  arranged  in  the  general  order  of  the  Cnancellor,  and 
the  answer  of  the  company  thereto  referred  to  me,  adopting  in  most 
instances  the  language  of  the  latter,  where  its  response  to  me  inqui- 
ry proposed,  was  clear,  full,  and  satisfactory.  I  was  induced  thus  to 
extend  this  part  of  mv  report  from  the  consideration  that  I  should 
thereby  furnish  the  Cnancellor,  a  document  much  more  convenient 
for  examination,  ths^i  a  report  made  up  chiefly  of  corrections  and  of 
references  to  that  answer,  and  which  to  be  intelligible  must  ne- 
cessarily be  read  in  connection  with  it.  In  relation  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  afiairs  of  the  company  have  been  managed  during  the 
last  year,  I  discovered  no  material  alteration  from  the  preceding 
ones,  minutely  investigated  and  detailed  in  the  reports  ot  the  pre- 
ceding masters.  The  system  of  business  in  the  office  appearea  to 
me  to  have  been  well  designed  for,  and  eminently  successful  in  the 
attainqient  of  simplicity  and  truth. 

I  do  further  report,  that  as  well  from  my  personal  investigation  of 
the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  ocHnpany  as  from  the  unexcep- 
tionable moral  character  and  standing  in  society  of  its  trustees  and 
officers,  it  is  my  opinion  that  its  afiairs  have  hitherto  been  conducted 
with  ability  and  mtegrity.  The  prudential  rules  and  regulations, 
adopted  and  a<Uiered  to  in  making  its  investments,  furnish  satisfacto- 
ry evidence  that,  as  far  as  preservative  means  to  secure  against  loss 
are  feasible  in  the  transaction  of  its  business,  they  have  ^en  usedL 
Upon  their  success  in  some  degree,  depends  the  security  afiforded  to 
those  by  whom  its  engagements  are  h^d. 

There  is  at  present  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  investments  are 
safe,  and  the  security  ample.  In  corroboration  of  the  correctness  of 
these  conclusions,  I  refer  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Potter  in  1883,  who 
made  a  very  lAinute  examination  of  the  securities  held  by  the  com- 
pany at  that  time,  and  to  the  following  report  of  the  conmiittee  of 
examiiftttion,  of  the  7th  of  January,  1684,  verified  by  afiMavit,  and 
confurmed  by  my  own  examination. 


48  (ASSEHSLT 

REPORT 

Of  At  CommiUee  of  the  ^euyYork  life  Insurance  and  Drust  Can- 
pony  j  appointed  by  ike  TYnstees  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  4tk  dau  of 
December^  1833,  jor  the  purpose  of  examining  the  hooks,  vouchors 
and  documents  m  the  oftce^  and  of  ascertahung  the  state  of  its  af- 
fairs previous  to  declaring  a  dimdand,  the  1th  day  of  January^  1884. 

TheCai»tal  being 91,000,000  00 

The  committee  report  they  have  com- 
pared the  bonds  and  mortgages  in 

the  o&ce  with  the  entries,  and  find 

the  amount  loaned  on  bonds  al<»ie, 

bonds  secured  by  stock,  and  bonds 

and  mortgages,  to  be tSyMSyOOft  45 

The  papers  the' committee  report 
complete  for  the  amount  of  93,173,- 
517.39. 

One  bond  is  wanting  for  the  amount 
of  $1,350,  which  the  President  states 
is  in  the  hands  of  L.  Claris,  agent 
Both  bonds  and  mortgages  are  want- 
ing for  the  amount  of  87,200;  for  this 
amount  the  committee  state  they  have 
seen  the  drafts  in  the  office  by  the 
borrowers,  endorsed  by  the  agent 
And  the  president  states  of  this 
amount,  one  bond  and  mortgage  to  the 
amount  of  8700  is  with  B.  F.  Butler, 
agent;  one  bond  and  mortgage  to  ihe 
amount  of  84,000  is  with  W .  B.  Lud- 
low, agent,  and  one  bond  and  mort- 
gage to  the  amount  of  8500  is  with  F. 
.Whittlesey,  agent;  one  bond  and 
mortgage  to  the  amount  of  82,000  with 
A.  Cook,  agent 

The  mortgages  are  wanting  for  the 
amount  of  81 81 ,538 .  06.  The  Presi- 
dent states  the  above  mortgages  are 
in  the  office  of  the  several  clerks  for 
recording,  excepting  one  for  81,400, 
which  has  been  accidentallv  mispla- 
ced among  the  papers  of  the  office, 
and  not  found,  and  excepting  several, 
amounting  to  847,633.98,  with  coun- 
sel of  the  bond  for  foreclosure,  and 
other  purposes.  The  committee  ex- 
aminea  several  of  the  certificates  of  * 

the  clerks,  and  found  them  correct 
The  committee  further  report  that  they 

have  compared  the  bills  receivable 

as  enterea  in  the  books  of  the  corn- 
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Amount  brought  forward,  •  •  • .  •  • 

Sny,  and  with  the  note  book  of  the 
anhattan  Bank,  certified  by  D.  L 

Ledvard,  teller,  and  found  the  said 

entries  correct,  and  that  the  amount 

of  bills  receivable  so  entered  the 

^Ist  December,  ISdSinst  is  in  bank 

•284,765  •  08,  in  the  office,  (99,451. 

59, 884,216  67 

The  committee  further  report  that  they 

have  examined  the  loans  on  stock 

•and  other  personal  securities,  and 

find  them  correctly  entered  in  the 

books  of  the  company,  and  that  the 

certificates  of  ^ocks  and  securities 

as  entered,  are  in  the  office,  and  that 

they  amounted,  on  the  81st  Decem- 
ber, 1838,  to 809,219  00 

The  committee  further  rei>ort  that  the 

deposites  in  trust  amounted,  on  the 

81sC  December  inst,  to 2,^19,188  62 

And  the  trusts  of  accumulation  on  the 

same  day  to 140,506  06 

The  committee  further  report  that  they 

haire  examined  the  state  of  the  aq^^ 
counts  of  the  company,  as  guar- 
dians appointed  by  the  Chancellor, 
of  two  minors,  George  B.  Marshal 
and  William  W.  Marshal,  and  find 

the  company  have  received  on 
that  account,  in  cash,  610,825.23, 
which  is  correctly  entered  in  the 
books  of  the  company,  and  for  the 
same  account,  a  transfer  of  United 
■States  stock,  being  a  certificate  for 
67,451 .30,  bearing;  an  interest  of  5 

per  cent,  redeemable  in  1835, 10,825  28 

The  committee  further  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  life  insurance 
account,  and  find  the  amount  enter- 
ed on  the  account  to  December  31st 

inst., ll4,Vd7  02 

The  committee  further  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  annuity  account, 
and  find  the  amount  received  for 
annuities,  granted  to  December  31st 

instant, 15,188  91 

And  the  amount  paid  to  the  Bank  of 
Monroe,  for  an  excess  of  interest  on 
loan  upon  bond  and  mortgage,  called 
on  the  books  an  annuity  purchased,  1,489  80 


m» 
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Amount  brought^ forward^*  —.•.#'  # 

The  coinmittee  further  report  that  they 
estimate  the  coin{Niiiy'»  veal  estate 
at  its  cost^«  ••-»••••  •••••••»••.•.  Ate         42yOvX  9& 

It  appears  from  the  books  that  this 
amount  of  rent  has  been  receiyed 
on  a  part  of  the  same^ tt&  M 

The  committee  further  report  that  they 
have  examined  fifteen  certificates  of 
Albany  city  stock  belbnging  to  the 
company^  each  oertificale  being  for 
•SyOM,  making  945^000,  1  per  cent 
advance  having  been  paid  for  the 
same,  ...^ 45,000  00» 

The  committee  report  this  sum  dae 
from  individuals  for  insurances  ef* 
fected  oa  theirproperty  ^  opoa  which 
the  company  have  madblbans,...*.  UO  n 

The  committee  further  report  that  the 
enenses  of  the  company^  inehiding 
salaries  for  six  monms,.  endiz^  De» 
cember  31st,  188a; 6,4M  W 

And  the  payment  of  a  tax  oa  the  capi* 
tal  ana  building  for  one  year,  paid 
for  ihe  vrtttAe  year, Si^MO  Qt% 

The  committee  further  report  that  tkey 
have  examined  the  bank  book,  and 
find  the  balance  ia  itie  Manhattan 
Bank  to  agree  wiA  the  books  of 
the  company^  said  balance  amount- 
ing, on  the  Slat  December,  1833, 
ihciusfve,  to * 7,684  Sfl 

The  committee  further  report  that  this 
amoust  remains  to  the  credit  of  the 
last  dividend  account  as  unclaimed,  8,516  M 

The  committee  further  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  state  of  the  at> 
count  of  the  company,  as  receiver 
to  the  estate  of  John  Grayson,  un* 
der  the  order  of  the  Vice-Chancer- 
lor,  and  find  a  balance  to  the  cred- 
it of  that  account  on  31st  Decern- 
K^r,  io33, •»•»••••  ••»••»•••  ••••  m  ^ JjII^  SX 

The  committee  farther  report  that 
there  appears  on  die  31  st  Decem- 
ber, inst.,  a  credit  balance  of  inter- 
est on  biHs  receivable,  amounting  to  14,882  62 

And  a  credit  balance  on  the  81st  De- 
cember inst.  on  slock  bans,  amoant- 
H«to 22,747  09 

Amount  cairied  forward, .».  •  #  f 
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Amount  ^nrooglit  fcirwttil, ... .  f. 

And  a  credit  balance  on  the  Slat  De- 
cember inst,  of  intereit  on  bond  and 
mortgage,  amounting  to .. « 

And  abo  a  crelk  balance  of  mterejsrt, 
on  llie  31st  December  aurtant,  on 
stocks  held  by  the  company,  amount 

7he  committee  further  report  that 
there  appears  a  debit  balance  for 
interest  pud  on  deposites  of  trust, 
on  81 A  December  anst^  amonntkig 
to *.*.^ 

And  a  debit  biBance  of  interest  paid  on 
loans  to  the  company,  on  the  dlst 
December,  188S,  amounting  t^... 

The  oimmittee  further  report  that  the 
surplus  funds  of  the  company,  as 
Stated  to  the  S#tk  June  last,  amount 
eito • 

The  committee  further  report  thaft 
there  is  a  bdance  to  the  credit  of 
profit  and  loss,  of •«>•««««-  •••»*•«. 


201,824  7* 


1,475  08 


M,9»  «L 


1,788  78 


^780^8 


1$,027  18 


S4,d61,d7j&  .58  84,991,875  58 

The  committee  liiildier  report  thaft  ihey  hav^  not  extended  their 
«xaminiAion  <^  deposites  in  trust,  and  other  monies  received  by  the 
^xmipany  beyond  tne  balances  stated  in  the  ledger,  and  thait  they 
liave  not  gone  over  the  calculations  of  interest  due  by  or  to  the  com* 
fMtny,  or  paid  to  m*  by  the  company,  but  that  they  have  seen  suffi* 
cieMto  give  confidence  in  their  correctness  and  find  them  to  agree 
;as  stated,  with  balances  of  those  accounts  in  the  becilrs  of  the  eosp,* 
|>anv. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  from  their  ovrfk  observation) 
^md  the  statement  made  by  the  ofllceis  of  the  company,  the  follow^ 
ing  result  may  be  depended  vpon^ 


Capital, ^.^^«..« 

The  deposites  in  trust,  amosnt  to 
Trusts  of  accumulation,  •  •  * 
Cruardianship  fUKOiinfS,  •  •  • 

JUfe  insurance,  « •  •• 

Annuities  granted, 

Receivenliip  account, 
JDnclaimed  oividend,  • . 


•  • .  ^ 


•  •••  ..«> 


••• «  V  V 


81^000,000  00 

2,919,188  62 

140,505  06 

10,825  28 

84,987  02 

1^18$  91 

^,256  51 

2,516  08 


Which  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  die 

following  amoiiflft  invested  on  bond 

and  mortgage, 8|868,886  45 

Bills  leceivabfe, 884,218  67 

Amount  eairiod  lianrBtd, • 


•4,135,818  » 
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Ix)ans  on  Block, 999,219  00 

Real  estate, 42,861  65 

Stocks  held  by  the  comjpanjr, 45,600  00 

Due  from  imUTidiuds  lor  tD8uran<:e9 
effected  on  their  property,  for  their 

account,  ..«• .557  17 

Annuity  purchased,  • 1,489  80 

Cash  me  from  country  baidu,  «m1  for 

Interest,  Ac 41,885  46 

Balance  in  banks, 7,624  99     4,287,059  79 

-^  161,747  U 

Add  the  following  items:  ••••••...« 

The  interest  due  on  bond  and  mort- 
gages, due  1  St  December,  1893,  and 
previous  thereto,  and  not  paid,  and 

'  accruing  from  the  1st  to  9l8t  De- 
cember, 1839,  inclusiye,  amount- 
ing to, 62,188  83 

Interest  due  to  the  company  on  stock 

loans, 10,010  04 

Interest  on  stocks  held  by  the  compa- 
ny,   375  00 

Rent, 875  00 

Interest  of  aimuity  purchased,  •••*•.  230  88 

Allowance  of  corporation  of  New 
Orleans  for  charge  of  stock  ac^ 
count, 200  00  73,894  75 

235,572  19 

Prom  whidi  will  be  taken  interest  on 

premiums  of  insurance, 1,012  62 

Interest  on  bills  receivable,  credited  in  * 
ledger  but  accruing  on  and  after 

the  31st  December,  1833, 633  21 

Interest  due  on  deposite  of  trust,  . . .  74,528  15 

Interest  on  trust  ot  accumulation,  in- 
cluding sum  accumulated 7,741  36 

Interest  on  deposite  with  company  as 

guardians,  • 1,415  20 

Interest  on  annuities  granted, 1,539  32 

"—'■^— *"■""■"        86,868  9o 


9148,703  » 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  proper  for  the  cem* 
panv  to  declare  a  half  yearly  dividend  of  4i  per  cent  on  the  ci^tal 
stock  of  the  company,  payable  on  the  12th. 

THOMAS  W.  LUDLOW, 

H.  C.  DERHAM, 

P-  a  8TUYVESANT. 
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A  brief  review  of  the  company's  transactions  from  the  commence- 
ment to  this  time^  will  best  enable  the  Chancellor  to  judge  of  tl^ 
reasonableness  of  the  opinion  I  shall  express  upon  the  remaininfi" 
topic  submitted  to  my  consideration,  to  wit:  the  advantages  derived 
by  the  public  from  its  operations. 

The  following  is  a  tabular  view  of  the  loans  of  the  company  at  the 
periods  of  their  reports  in  1831,  2,  3,  and  4  respectively. 


1881 
1832 
1833 
1834 


CapKaL 


786,764 
1,000,0000 
do 
do 


vasssaaaam 
Not  Capital 


•30,300  00 

408,481  87 

1,101,560  02 

2,320,052  11 


Stock  Seoonlies. 


Bondo,  BiUaor 

Notea. 


*»•<* 


1,498,803  41 
287,745  08 
619,540  50 
298,504  00 


978,522  00 
248,146  42 
800,521  18 
528,485  00 


In  1831,  the  company  had  insured  37  times,  in  1832,  53,  in  1838, 
188,  and  in  1884,  504. 
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The  amount  of  the  compuiy't  loans  on  bonds  and  mortgages  in 
this  State,  without  the  city  and  county  of  New- York,  the  terms  of 
the  loans,  the  manner  and  expense  of  efiecting  them,  and  the  proba- 
ble character  of  the  borrowers,  attracted  my  attention  in  reference 
to  my  duty  under  this  branch  of  the  order  of  the  Chancellor.     As 
relates  to  some  of  our  western  counties,  the  amount  of  their  indebt- 
edness to  the  company,  would  be  alarming  to  the  independent,  igno- 
rant of  their  peculiar  situation.    Inducements  to  borrow,  there,  not 
existing  elsewhere  to  the  same  extent  in  this  State,  are  to  free  the 
borrower  from  immediate  liabilities  to  the  Holland  Land  Company, 
the  Pulteney  estate,  and  other  extensive  landed  proprietors,  to  secure 
deeds  where  the  title  to  their  land  exists  only  in  contract,  and  to  ena- 
ble new  contractors  to  purchase  real  estate  with  cash,  at  prices  mach 
less  than  the  ordinary  credit  sales.    Making  allowance  tor  this  par- 
ticularity, the  mass  of  farmers  in  the  country  loaning  money  may  be 
generalised  as  men  wanting  money  to  meet  domestic  engagements, 
which  cannot  be  conveniendy  deferred,  or  for  the  purpose  of  per- 
manently improvihg  their  estates.    There  are  undouotedly  many  in- 
stances of  improvidence  originating  in  the  facility  afibrded  by  the 
existence  of  the  company  in  procunng  loans.    It  is  a  part  of  the  le- 

fitimate  business  of  legislation,  to  guard  the  indiscreet  and  tempta- 
le  from  enticement  to  ill,  but  when  to  do  so  eflfectually  it  is  neces- 
sary to  abridge  the  privileges  of  a  more  numerous  class  of  enterpri- 
sing citizens,  justice  requires  that  the  interest  of  the  latter  should  not 
be  sacrificed  to  mere  sympathy  for  the  weaknesses,  of  the  former. 
The  semi-annual  payment  of  interest  on  the  first  days  of  June  and 
December,  is  a  condition  uniformly  required  in  all  loans  upon  -bond 
and  mortgage.    I  found  in  the  onice  three  varieties  of  mortgage. 
In  the  first,  the  principal  is  payable  in  one  year,  with  a  covenant, 
that  if  the  interest  should  be  in  arrear  and  unpaid  for  the  tenn  of 
thirty  days  after  it  became  due  and  payable,  the  principal  should  be 
considered  as  due  and  payable,  and  authorising  a  foreclosure  and  de- 
cree for  the  whole.    In  the  second,  the  time  of  payment  of  the  prin- 
cipal is  left  to  be  setded  by  agreement  of  the  parties.     There  is  a 
like  provision  in  relation  to  interest  in  arrear  and  unpaid,  with  the 
additional  covenant,  that  if  the  mortgaged  premises  shall  so  depre- 
ciate in  value,  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  trustees  to  render  them  an 
insufficient  security  for  principal  and  intere8t,*and  they  should,  by 
resolution,  require  the  payment  of  a  proportion,  the  mort^agoY  wiB 
pay  the  sum  required  vrithin  three  montns  after  notice  of  the  reso- 
lution, or  in  default,  the  company  may  collect  the  whole  debt     The 
third,  as  to  time  of  payment,  is  like  the  second;  has  the  same  pro- 
vision as  to  default  in  payment  of  interest  as  the  first,  with  a  mutu- 
al covenant,  that  if  the  company  shall  require,  or  the  borrower  de- 
sire, to  pay  an  instalment  of  ten  per  cent  of  the  principal,  on  the 
firs  day  of  June  or  December,  in  any  year,  if  sixty  days  previous 
notice  has  been  given,  the  one  will  pay,  and  the  other  receive  such 
instalment;  and  in  case  of  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  mortgagor  to 
pay  the  company  at  its  option,  may  foreclose  the  mortgage  and  col- 
l3ct  the  whole  debt,  or  institute  an  action  for  the  instalment     The 
rigor  of  these  provisions  is  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  compa- 
ny, and  unabused  are  advantageous  to  the  borrower  in^promoting  a 
habit  of  attention  and  punctuality. 
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The  present  regulatioDS  of  the  company  forbid  its  being  liie  por^ 
<!haser  of  real  estate  upon  foreclosure  of  mortgages  at  a  price.be* 
^ond  the  amount  due  to  it,  and  of  holding  such  as  it  may  purchase 
if  it  can  be  sold  without  loss. 

The  manner  of  effecting  loans  in  the  country,  and  the  relation  ex* 
isting  between  the  company  and  the  persons  denominated  agents  as 
understood  by  the  board  of  trustees,  will  be  sufficiently  shown  by 
the  following  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  boiffd. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  New-Ycrk  Life  In- 
surance and  Trust  Company,  held  Tuesday,  November  5th,  1688. 
WilUam  Bard,  President,  Jonathan  Goodhue, 

James  Kent,  Stephen  .Whitney, 

G.  C.  •  Veiplanck,  Thomas  Suffem, 

James  Mcbride,  Nathaniel  Prime, 

John  Rathbone,  Jr.  William  B.  Lawrence. 

H.  C.  De  Rham,  Samuel  Thompson, 

The  President  reports  that  a  rule  has  been  adopted  and  notice 
ffiven  to  the  agents  of  the  company,  that  when  a  loan  is  agreed  to 
before  the  title  is  approved  by  the  counsel  of  the  board,  it  will  be  ex- 
pected that  the  agent  annex  to  the  papers  a  statement  of  all  expen- 
ses the  borrower  has  been  put  to  in  obtaining  the  loan,  including  clerk's 
fees,  certificates  of  discharge  of  judgements,  of  mortgages,  agents 
charges,  fcc  &c« 

In  stating  to  the  board  the  adoption  of  this  rule  the  President  begs 
leave  to  recapitulate  the  steps,  which  from  time  to  time  have  been 
taken  to  regulate  its  transactions,  with  agents  and  borrowers^  On  the 
commencement  of  business^  the  board  appointed  Messrs.  Duer  and 
Robinson,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  and  Mr.  B.  P.  Butler  of 
Albany,' counsel  to  the  board;  at  the  same  time,  gentlemen  of  the 
legal  profession  were  appointed^  one  in  each  county,  whose  opinion 
the  board  were  willing  to  take  as  to  the  vahie  of  property  offered  as 
aecurity. 

Applicants  for  loans  as  well  in  the  country  as  in  the  city,  after 
having  satisfied  the  loaning  committee  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  se- 
curity, were  directed  to  place  their  title  deeds  in  the  hands  of  the  counsel 
of  the  board  for  examination ;  with  this  examination  the  agents  so  called, 
for  want  of  a  more  appropriate  name,  had  nothing  to  do,  his  duty 
extended  only  to  valuing  property,  and  his  appointment  was  made 
for  the  convenience  of  those  residing  out  of  the  citv.     The  compa- 
ny had  not  been  in  operation  more  than  six  months  oefore  complamt 
was  made  of  the  ffreat  expense  imposed  on  borrowers  by  the  neces- 
dity  of  bringing  tneir  papers  and  documents  to  the  city.     The  ex- 
pense of  the  journey,  the  delay  in  the  city  while  the  papers  were 
examining,  the  frequent  necessity  of  one  or  two  journeys  for  the 
correction  of  errors  and  removing  difficulties,  were  represented  as  a 
heavy  tax,  and  solicitations  were  made  that  the  plan  might  be  altered. 
The  board  thinking  the  complaint  well  founded,  and  anxious  to  make 
the  company  a  public  convenience,  authorised  an  alteration,  and  th 
applicants  from  tne  country  were  informed,  that  if  preferred  by  tiiem, 
the  agents  or  other  attorneys  might  examine  their  titles  and  prepare 
their  papers. 

This  was  left  to  their  choice,  the  board  still  requiring  further  se- 
curity, and  without  which  experience  has  proved  their  loans  would 
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inve.been  unsafe,  and  that  the  deduction  of  title  and  mortga^,  and 
all  necessary  documents,  should  be  sabmitted  to  the  examination  of 
tiieir  counsel.  What  the  party  borrowing  paid  to  the  i^nt  or 
others,  if  employed  for  their  services,  as  the  ooard  did  not  empjoy 
them,  was  teit  to  agreement  between  tliem  and  the  borrower.  The 
application  was  not  made  bv  the  board  to  the  borrower,  but  by  the 
borrower  to  the  board,  and  by  the  alteration,  the  duty  of  the  agenf 
to  the  company  was  not  changed  er  extended,  but  remained  as  be- 
fore. 

The  counsel  chareed  the  borrower  for  the  eqcaminatioa  of  his  title^ 
and  for  the  bond  and  mortgage,^  the  usual  fees,  which  in  the  opnions 
of  the  masters  appointed  by  the  Chancellor,  were  moderate  tor  the 
services  rendered,  and  their  responsibility. 

Forgetting,  or  ignorant  of  the  motives  for  making  tlus  alteration^ 
complaints  were  now  made,  that  the  company  forced  their  borrow* 
ers  to  pay  counsel  in  the  city,  and  counsel  in  the  country.  Unfa- 
vorable ^clings  were  excited,  and  the  company  found  their  endea- 
vors to  accommodate  the  country  had  been  unsuccessful.  A^^ain  the 
subject  was  brought  before  the 'board,  the  trustees  felt  unwilling  in 
any  way  to  become  connected  with  the  agents,  excepting  as  valuers 
of  property,  or  to  consider  them  accountable  to  the  board  as  their 
attorneys.  The  board  -intimated  to  their  counsel,  that  it  would  be 
well  for  them  in  their  individual  capacities  to  arrange  with  the  agents 
some  plan  by  which  the  board  should  be  freed  from  the  censure  of 
doing  injustice  or  oppressing  those  wRom  they  were  anxious  to  bene- 
fit 

The  counsel  then  suggested  that  the  several  agents  should  examr 
ine  the  title,  draw  the  deduction  noort^age  and  other  papers,  and 
make  a  reasonable  charge  for  their  services,  and  divide  it  m  certain 
proportions  between  them,  according  to  the  supposed  labor  and  re- 
sponsibility of  each  party.  Such  an  axrangement  was  made  and 
acted  on  several  months.  This  attempt  again  proved  unsucoeasful. 
It  was  an  unforeseen  but  necessary  conseauence  that  the  agent  in 
explaining  the  propriety  of  his  charges  to  the  person  who  employed 
him,  stated  that  his  own  remuneration  was  smaller  than  it  appeved 
to  be,  because  a  portion  went  to  counsel  in  New-York,  Tnis  was 
#till  paying  counsel  in  the  city,  and  counsel  in  the  country,  vrith  the 
additional  charge,  that  it  was  doing  that  clandestinely  which  before 
had  been  done  in  an  open  and  direct  manner.  The  rresident  soain 
called  the  attention  of  the  board  to  the  subject,  and  ur^ed  as  a^nal 
remedy  that  the  board  should  assume  the  expense  of  paying  their 
counsel  for  all  services  rendered  to  the  country  borrower  in  exam* 
ining  their  papers,  ynth  charges  made  in  the  country  by  the  agent 
employed,  as  he  was  by  the  borrower,  they  conceived  that  uiej 
haa  nothing  to  do,  and  of  those  charges  for  which  they  were  in  no 
way  responsible,  they  hoped  they  should  not  now  hear. 

tt  is  true  there  is  no  longer  any  complaint  of  counsel  paid  in  the 
city,  but  a  false  erroneous  notion  has  extended  through  tne  country, 
that  the  a^nts  of  the  company  are  their  agents  beyond  the  limit  to 
which  it  is  intended  by  the  company,  they  shall  be  considered  and 
beyond  the  single  service  of  valuing  property,  the  consequence  of 
which  is  to  male  the  character  of  the  company  responsible  for  every 
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act  of  an  tgeiKt  in  business  in  which  diey  do  not  employ  them.  Tm 
«void  this  result  great  pains  have  been,  taken  to  malce  the  public  ac» 
^uainted  with  the  true  relation  the  agent  bears  to  the  company^ 

In  the  first  report  the  board  -  made  to  the  Chancellor,  they  stated 
the  duty  of  the  agents  in  the  following  words:  '^  With  regard  to  the 
«gent  of  the  applicant  to  the  company  for  loans,^  whether  it  Jbe  one 
of  those  gentlemen  whom  the  trustees  have  pointed  out  as  persons  in 
whom  they  have  confidence,  or  whether  it  be  qpe  <^  the  borrower's 
own  choice,  the  trustees  have  no  means  of  controlling  him,  in  char- 

S'ng  him  for  his  services,  but  by  their  urgent  advice  to  tHe  former, 
at  he  wiH  make  his  charges  moderate,  and  not  hey<3nd  what  a  pro- 
per remuneration  makes  necessary,  and  this,  the  trustees  are  assured 
IS  done."  In  the  second  report  the  trustees  say,  *^  The  trustees  beg 
leave  to  explain  the  usual  manner  in  which  a  loan  on  bond  and  mort- 
gage is  completed  in  the  country.  They  have  selected  several  gen- 
tlemen in  different  parts  of  the  State,  in  whose  iudgmentand  integ- 
rity they  have  conndence,  and  have  let  it  be  understood  by  the  pub- 
lic, that  the  opinion  of  those  gentlemen,  as  to  the  safety  andproprie-. 
ty  of  a  loan,  will  be  considered  as  the  best  evidence  that  can  oe  ofier- 
ed  on  these  points.  If  an  application  is  made  through  either  of  these 
gentlemen,  he  forwards  to  the  president  his  opinion  of  the  value  of 
the  property  offered  as  security  for  the  loan,  and  his  opinion  on  any 
other  points  which  he  thinks  it  important  the  trustees  should  be  made 
acquainted  vnth,  so  far  acting  for  the  benefit,  and  as  agent  of  the 
company. 

If  the  loan  is  panted,  the  applicant  procures  and  presents  to  the 
board  satisfactory  evidence  of  title.  This,  if  applicant  desires  it, 
may  be  done  through  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  mentigned." 
These  reports  have  been  published  and  circulated  in  every  part  of 

the  state* 

Still  vnth  more  certainty,  to  bring  home  to  borrowers  the  know- 
ledge of  the  limited  connection  existing  between  the  company  and 
its  agents,  the  latter  have  been  cautioned  to  state  to  borrowers  that 
they  act  solely  as  their  agents,  and  have  been  directed,  as  evidence 
that  tfaeyxlo  not  neglect  to  do  so,  to  have  the  draft  by  the  borrower 
on  the  company  drawn  in  favor  of  the  agent,  as  agent  of  the  bor- 
rower, a  practice  generally  adopted.  ' 

With  tnese  precautions,  it  would  seem  impossible  the  true  relation 
existing  between  the  company  and  its  agents  should  not  be  under^ 
stood.  Yet,  judging  from  rumor,  it  is  not,  at  least  it  is  not  pretend- 
ed to  be,  and  complaints  of  undue  charges  occasionally  appeal  to 
the  company  as  if  they  were  responsible,  or  could  control  the  con- 
duct of  the  agent  the  borrower  himselt  employs.  The  trustees, 
thouffh  not  considering  the  agents  accountable  to  them  in  an^  capa- 
city nut  the  important  one  of  estimating  the  securities  offered  to 
them,  have  so  far  watched  the  interest  of  borrowers,  as  through 
their  president,  earnestly  to  advise  moderation  to  their  agents  in  their 
charges,  when  they  act  as  attorneys  for  borrowers.  Where  com- 
plaints have  reached  the  board,  inquiries  have  been  made,  on  the 
ground  that  they  have  a  right  to  know  that  those  to  whom  they 
confide  their  most  important  interest,  are  free  from  the  imputation 
of  oppressing,  or  any  other  misconduct  In  three  instances  alone, 
out  or  2,255  loans  on  bond  and  mortgage,  have  complaints  against 
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cay  agent  acting  for  the  company  coine  to  the  Imowledn  of  tl^ 
one  by  the  acknowledgment  of  the  compfaunant,  and  it  is  believed 
that  all  are  without  the  least  foundation.  When  it  is  remembered 
that  in  addition  to  the  above  precantions,  the  greatest  care  has  been 
taken  to  select  for  agents  of  the  company,  none  but  gendemen  of 
high  character,  and  that  there  is  not  one  among  them  bat  of  ac^now- 
feoged  reputation  for  mteffrity  and  di>ility,  it  must  be  allowed  all  has 
been  done,  that  could  be  aone  prudently  and  safely,  to  secure  atten- 
tion to  die  interests  of  the  company,  and  to  protect  those  of  the  bor- 
rower. 

The  rule  stated  m  the  ccmimencement  of  this  report  has  been 
adopted,  that  in  future,  where  charges  are  made  of  undue  expenses, 
the  board  may  have,  immediately  within  their  reach,  the  means  of 
satisfying'  the  complainant  and  ot  justifying  the  agent. 

That  flie  Chancellor,  to  whom  every  dimg  that  concerns  the  com- 
pany or  ^ose  connected  with  it  ought  to  be  known,  or  the  master 
under  his  direction,,  may,  if  desired  by  him,  inquire  into  the  truth  of 
such  charges,  and  that  the  trustees  may  jiidge  how  far  impropriety 
of  conduct  in  this  respect,  should  the  case  occur,  as  it  would  in  any 
other,  may  make  it  proper  for  them  to  decline  the  services- of  an 
agent  in  foturer 

The  President  recommen<b  that  the  rule  should  be  made  a  perma- 
nent rule,  and  ofiers  the  following  resolution: 

Resohed^  That  before  the  papers  connected  with  a  country  loan 
are  approved  by  the  counsel  of  the  board,  there  shaH  be  a  statement 
of  the  agent,  accompanying  the  papers,  of  all  expenses  the  borrow- 
er has  been  put  to  in  obtainmg  the  loan. 

Extract  from  the  minutes* 

E-  A*  NKOLL,  Secretary. 

The  concluding  resolution,  I  found,  had  been  but  imperfectly  com- 
plied with.  I  examined  all  applications  in  the  office  subsequent  to 
Its  adoption,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  extent  of  imposition^ 
if  any,  practised  by  the  agent  upon  tfie  necessity  of  the  borrower* 
The  majority  of  the  statements  were  deficient  in  items,  as  in  the  fol- 
lowing example  r 

Loan,  •t,000» 

Mortgage,  &c., •••      9S  W> 

Miscellaneous, 9  00 

Disbursements, 12  50 

WI7  50 

By  another  agent,  loan  96,000. 

Pmers, »  00 

'  Effecting  loan,  I  percent, 60  00 

965  00 

Disbursements  added. 
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Others  more  particular: 

Loan  •1,400. 

Drawing  bond  and  mortgage, .' 5  00 

Commission  for  negotiatmg  loan,  1  i  per  cent,  •  •  •  •  7  50 

Clerk  Genesee, 7  S6i 

Do    Utica, 1  80i 

Postages,  &c., 3  00 

Affidavit  of  title  and  letter, 1  00 

tdS  67 

'   Another. 

Negotiating  loan  f2,000, 930  00 

Dealing  out  papers, • 6  00 

Draft  and  copy  affidavits,  &c. ••«•.        225 

#38  26 

Disbursements  increased  the  bill  to  fOS.SSi. 

The  company  have  the  power,  which  they  have  assumed  by  gene* 
ral  regulation;  to  introduce  moderation  and  uniformity  in  the  charges 
of  agents  for  ordinary  services,  and  by  rigidly  requiring  the  items  of 
expenses  to  be  reported  and  countersigned  by  the  borrower,  it  will 
interpose  a  sufficient  restraint  to  oppression. 

To  the  borrower  the  expense  of  negotiating  the  loan,  with  the  ex* 
ception  of  that  portion  ot  it  which  is  for  a  deduction  of  title,  (and 
such  deduction  must  often  be  useless  for  every  other  purpose)  is  in 
the  nature  of  a  premium  upon  the  money  borrowed.     The  compa- 
ny, however,  cannot,  with  prudence,  require  less  evidence  of  the  va- 
lidity of  title,  but  it  may  essentially  diminish  the  burden  by  discou- 
raginff  loains  in  the  country  upon  bond  and  mortgage,  for  a  less  sum 
than  five  hundred  dollars.    For  the  purpose  of  further  aiding  me  in 
forming  an  opinion  of  the  general  character  of  the  borrowers  on 
bonds  and  mortgages,  I  examined  and  ascertained  the  amount  of  vo- 
luntary payments  to  the  company  from  December  31,  1832,  to  the 
19th  of  March,  1834.    I  found  the  whole  amount  to  be  9253,956  •  18* 
That  of  this  sum  il43,677.46  was  in  the  city  of  New- York,  and 
•110,278.67  in  the  country,  and  in  portions  from  almost  every  coun- 
ty having  loans.    Of  the  amount  so  paid,  §117,398.27  was  of  ihe 
capital  stock,  and  9136,547.86  not  capital  stock.    The  constant  in- 
vestment of  the  capital  is  preserved,  by  substituting  for  a  bond  and 
mortgage  paid  off,  one  of  corres[>onding  quality  and  amount  from 
those  not  included  in  loans  on  capital.    I  am  aware  that  there  is  a 
jealousy  of  monied  power  and  monopoly  which  has  its  foundation 
in  patriotism.    I  am  apprehensive  that  there  is  one  more  common, 
of  which  the  ingredients  are  envy  and  oovetousness.    Examples  illus- 
trating the  former  are  few  in  our  happy  country,  and  in  a  nasty  re- 
course to  the  opinions  of  statesmen,  whose  conclusions  have  been 
drawn  from  its  evils  as  existing  in  aristocratical  governments,  it  is 
impossible  to  estimate  the  allowance  made  by  them  for  the  cdunter- 
vailing  poUcy  of  our  laws. 

The  jpowers  of  the  companv  are  extensive  and  unusual.  Its  per- 
petuity is  a  quality  which  is  ooviously  indispensable  to  the  exercise 
of  its  power  to  make  insurance  on  lives,  to  grant  and  purchase  an- 
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nuities,  and  make  contingent  contracts  involving  the  duration  oi'  life, 
to  corporate  powers,  and  exercised  by  a  board  of  trustees  hoIdiDg 
their  offices  during  good  behavior.  That  board,  however,  was  se- 
lected by  the  Legislature,  and  provision  made  in  the  charter  for  siq>- 
plyinfi;  vacancies,  with  a  caution  whfch  precludes  the  apprehension 
that  demerit  can  ever  introduce  itself  extensively  into  the  associar 
tion.  If  it  should,  the  Chancellor  has  power  to  extirpate  and  de- 
grade it  Of  the  trustees  originally  appointed,  nineteen  are  still  acting, 
one  has  died,  two  became  disqualified  by  not  becoming  stockholders 
to  the  required  amount,  three  resigned  without  ever  having  acted, 
and  five  from  personal  reasons  wholly  unconnected  with  the  trans- 
actions of  the  board.  Of  those  appointed  from  time  to  time  to  fill 
vacancies,  one  only  has  deceased,  and  none  retired  from  the  trust 
There  has  been  no  alarming  accumulation  of  stock  in  the  hands  of 
individuals.  The  number  of  stockholders  in  1631,  was  131;  in  1832, 
145;  in  1833,  134;  in  1834,  128. 

The  company  is  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
State,  and  the  Legislature  have  power  at  any  time  hereafter,  to  re- 
peal, a]ter  or  modify  the  act  of  incorporation;  a  power  which  will 
probably  never  be  exercised  arbitrarily,  or  without  just  cause,  but  to 
which  tne  public  may  look  with  confidence  as  a  shield  against  every 
danger  anticipated  from  overgrown  wealth,  and  the  company  as  a 
sword  which  will  assuredly  avenge  the  first  meditated  oppression  of 
the  citizen.  From  the  foregoing  facts  and  considerations,  it  is  my 
opinion  that  the  advantages  derived  by  the  public  from  its  opera- 
tions, in  its  aid  to  the  court  of  chancery  and  surrogates,  its  emaent 
protection  of  the  property  of  infants,  its  safety  as  a  pkice  of  depo- 
site,  the  providence  and  frugality  which  it  encoura^s  in  insunng 
lives  and  granting  annuities,  and  the  liberality  and  mtegrity  of  its 
loans  are  many  and  important,  and  that  the  results  of  its  operations 
thus  far,  furnish  no  reasonable  ground  for  regarding  it  as  an  institu- 
tion accumulating  power,  inauspicious  to  the  prosperity  and  freedom 
of  the  community. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E.  B.  MOREHOUSE. 

Dated  April  20,  1834. 


IN  CHANCERY — befobe  the  chabtcsllob. 

h  the  matter  of  ike  JSTew^Yark  Life 
Insurance  and  Trust  Chmptmy. 

William  Bard,  of  the  city  of  New- York,  being  duly  sworn,* 
doth  depose  and  say  as  follows,  to  wit:  he  is  President  of  the  New- 
York  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  and  as  such,  has  furnish- 
ed^to  the  master,  when  required  in  the  course  of  the  investigation  made 
by  him  in  the  above  matter,  all  necessary  information,  and  the  means 
for  ascertaining  the  actual  situation  of  tne  said  company,  so  far  as 
the  same  were  in  the  possession  and  power  of  the  said  company, 
without  any  restriction  whatever.     Ancl  that  the  information  given 
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by  this  deponent  to  the  said  master,  when  required,  relating  to  his 
investiration,  was  and  is,  to  the  best  of  tliis  deponent's  knowledge 
and  beuef,  in  every  essential  particular,  true. . 

WM.  BARD- 


Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me, 
Marches,  1834 


e  me,  ) 
*  E.  B.  ] 


MOREHOUSE, 

Master  in  Chancery. 


IN  CHANCERY — ^before  the  chancellob. 

In  the  matter  of  the  J^ew-York  iJfe 
Insurance  and  Thist  Company. 

Edward  A.  Nicoll,  of  the  city  of  New- York,  being  sworn, 
doth  depose  and  say,  that  he  is  the  Secretary  of  said  company,  and 
keeps  the  books  and  accounts  connected  with  and  relating  to  the  af 
fairs  of  said  company.  That,  as  such  secretary,  he  has  furnished 
the  master  in  the  investigation  made  by  him,  in  the  above  entitled 
matter  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  company,  and  in  reference  to  the 
statements  ma4e.in  the  last  answer  of  the  company  to  this  court  in 
behalf  of  the  board  of  trustees,  all  the  accessible  means  for  ascer- 
taining the  actual  situation  of  the  affairs  of  said  company,  and  the 
truth  of  the  statements  made  in  said  answer,  and  that  he  has  not 
withheld  any  means  fn  his  possession,  which,  to  his  knowledge,  could 
throw  any  light  u{>on  the  affairs  and  concerns  of  said  company,  or 
which  could  prevent  the  said  master  from,  or  mislead  him  in  correct- 
ly, troly  and  fully,  ascertaining  the  same.  That  the  several  and  va- 
rious entries  contained  in  the  several  and  respective  books,  the  state- 
ments, calculations  and  amounts  therein  specified,  made  and  record- 
ed are,  to  the  best  of  this  deponents  knowledge  and  belief,  true. 
That  this  de{>onent  did  not  knowingly  conceal,  withhold  or  disguise 
the  actual  situation  of  the  affairs  of  said  company  in  any*  particular 
or  on  any  occasion  during  the  examination  ot  the  said  master,  and 
that  the  proof  furnished,  and  the  assistance  and  information  given  by 
this  deponent  to  the  said  master  in  the  progress  of  said  examination, 
-was  with  a  view  of  enabling  him  to  ascertain  the  positive  condition 
of  the  said  company,  and  the  mode  in  which  the  anairs  are  and  have 
been  managed. 

EDWARD  A-  NICOLL. 

Sworn  before  me,  March  28,  1834. 

E.  B.  MOREHOUSE, 

Master  in  Chancery 
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IN  CHANCERY — bbpose  tbb  chancelloe. 

h  ike  maUer  of  the  ^%io-Fori  Life 
huuramce  and  Thut  Company. 

City  and  County  of  Mha-Yorky  ss: — ^H.  De  Rham  and  Peter  G. 
Stuyvesant,  of  said  city,  being  sworn,  severaDy  depose  and  saj, 
that  they  are  trustees  of  the  said  company,  ana  were  appointed  a 
ooounittee  from  the  board  of  trustees,  in  the  month'of  December 
last,  to  examine  the  books,  vouchers  and  documents  in  the  office  of 
the  said  company,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  situation  of  its  affiurs 
prior  to  the  declaring  a  dividend  on  the  seventh  day  of  January  last 
past;  that  such  examination  was  made  up  to  and  inclusive  of  the 
Slst  December  last  past  That  tt^e  report,  signed  by  them  respec- 
tively, shows  in  detail  the  result  of  such  examination,  which  was 
made  fully  and  to  their  entire  satisfaction.  That  they  believe  the 
said  report  to  be  a  true  and  faithful  exhibition  of  the  situation  of  the 
affiiirs  of  the  said  company  on  the  last  day  of  December  past;  that 
the  entries  in  the  appropriate  books  were  correctly  made— ^t  the 
vouchers  and  documents  relative  thereto  were  fully  exhibited  to 
them,  and  that  the  various  statements  in  said  report  contained,  are 
severally  true. 

H.  C.  DE  RHAM, 

R  G,  STUYVESANT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  27th  March,  1634. 

£.  B.  MOREHOUSE, 

Master  in  Chancery. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.   285. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  11,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  tbe  select  committee  on  the  petitions  of  several 
towns  in  St.  Lawrence  «ountj,  praying  an  altera^ 
tion  of  the  poor  laws  for  that  connty. 

Mn  King,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  were  referred 
ihe  petitions  of  several  towns  in  the  county  of  St  Lawreneei 
prajring  an  alteration  of  the  poor  laws  for  that  couoty> 

REPORTED: 

That  the  petitioners  represent,  that  tbe  poor  laws  now  in  force 
in  that  coanty  are  the  laws  establishing  the  poor-house  system: 
that  the  poor-house  system  was  adopted  in  that  counvy  in  the 
year  1825;  and  that  the  distinction  between  town  and  county 
poor  was  abolished  in  the  year  1832,  by  a  a  vote  of  the  board  of 
mpervisors:  that  the  coanty  of  St.  Lawrence  is  one  of  large  ter- 
ritory and  scattered  population,  and  they  represent  that,  at  the 
last  session  of  tbe  board  of  supervisors  of  their  county,  resolu- 
tions were  unanimously  adopted  recommending  a  change,  or  an 
abandonment  of  the  poor-house  system:  that  an  investigation  of 
the  expenses  for  the  support  of  paupers  for  the  last  fourteen  years 
in  that  county  was  made,  by  the  said  board  of  supervisors,  and  they 
were  found  to  have  been  as  appears  by  the  following  statement: 

Bt.  Lawrence  CaunHf^  CkrVe  Ofiee 
of  the  Board  of  Supervieere, 

I  certify  that  the  following  table  exhibits  a  true  statement  (as 
appemn  by  the  records  of  the  board  of  sttpervisoffs)  of  the  amoniit 
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of  moMyfl  raiwd  by  direct  taxatioi)  id  the  eoaaij,  frrnn  tbe  ycar 
IMO  to  the  year  ISS^  inclntiT*,  f*r  the  relief  and  mpport  of 
peupen  in  tcid  coenfy,   together  vi\Xt  the  parpoeee  for  whicb 
thete  iDooeyi  were  raiaed  ami  expended, 
JVbennAer  8>,  18M. 


BISHOP  PERKINS. 
<^rk  •/ tkt  Mmu4  ^  Bmftrmmr*. 

The  petitionera  attribote,  in  aoaie  degree,  the  iscreaae  of  their 
expeates  for  the  BUppo^t  of  peupen  to  the  improrident  maaoer  ia 
which  relief  ii  freqaenly  granted  by  the  officera  execotiag  tbopoor 
law*,  by  which  there  exists  no  direct  liability  of  the  town  to  di>- 
charge  the  expeeeeB  that  may  be  incurred  by  the  acti  of  its  owa 
•flieera,  iuch  expensea  being  paid  by  the  coifRty.  Thia  conside- 
ration induced  the  board  of  aupervitors  to  beliere  that,  while  am- 
ple charity  would  be  extetxled,  the  expensea  for  the  aiq>port  of 
paopera  would  be  dtminisbed  by  a  law  that  would  make  aH  pan- 
pera  town  paupers:  on  this  point  the  petitiooen  are  not  unanimou 

'Tfali  jwu  Uw  poorJidaM  tjtUn  wm  Bnt  •dcftad. 
f  thta  TMT  ttM  nrind  Matnt*  Xotk,  •Obet  m  lam. 
^llili  y«r  UN  dtaUoetkn  bcM  «m  town  ud  oamtj  poor  w«  abdlAad. 
tfrjat«MrtlMda)pa/«rdiMa«adperttrM  BpraiMttnltad.    TteMuaalrf 
Ml  ia  UM  ii  MMid,  bit  lw»  U  wiU  b*  BMd  4Mi  Mt  rrt  tVINW. 
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in  the  resolotions  adopted  at  their  gereral  town  meeting!,  lome  ask* 
in^  that  the  former  dintinction  only  between  town  and  county  poor 
should  be  restored;  and  ^me  preferring  that  all  should  remain  a 
county  charge.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  restoration 
of  the  former  distinction  would  not  accomplish  any  aggregate  be- 
neficial effect;  and  they  are  not  at  this  time  prepared  to  recom- 
mend so  much  change  in  the  present  poor  laws  as  would  be  requi* 
site  to  make  all  paupers  town  paupers;  although,  in  the  opinion  of 
a  majority  of  your  committee,  such  change  would  be  an  improve- 
ment of  the  present  system.  There  is  one  point,  however,  on 
which  all  your  petitioners  agree;  it  is  that  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  expenses  incurred  is  on  account  of  the  peculiar  location  of 
the  county,  with  a  frontier  of  more  than  seventy  miles^  bordering 
npon  and  separated  from  Canada  onl^  by  the  river  St  Lawrence, 
which  is  the  great  highway  of  emigration  into  Upper  Canada:  and 
your  petitioners  represent  that  '^  there  are  no  laws  in  the  provin- 
ces of  Upper  or  Lower  Canada  for  the  support  and  relief  of  pau- 
pers, but  their  support  and  relief  is  left  entirely  to  private  charity: 
that  the  emigration  of  poor  and  destitute  people  from  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  into  those  provinces  is  very  great,  and  increasing 
yearly:  that  their  numbers  have  exhausted  the  sources  of  private 
charity  in  Canada,  and  as  a  relief  from  the  importunity  of  beggars 
and  sights  of  wretchedness  and  poverty,  the  inhabitants  of  Canada 
induce  them  to  come  into  that  county,  with  the  express  purpose  of 
availing  themselves  of  relief  through  the  poor  laws.'*  This  is  the 
principal  evil  complained  of;  and  while  your  petitioners  admit 
their  moral  obligation  to  relieve  and  support  those  whom  misfor- 
tone  may  liajre  reduced  to  want,  they  deny  that  any  principle  of 
public  policy,  of  justice,  or  of  charity,  would  impose  a  legal  obli- 
gation that  compels  them  to  support  the  paupers  of  the  Canadas. 

Your  committee,  deeming  the  complaint  of  your  petitioners  in 
this  respect  to  be  just,  have  instructed  their  chairman  to  iotrodoce 
a  bill  for  their  relief. 


STATE  OF  NEW- YORK. 


No.  286. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  14,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  llie  committee  on  the  petitions  of  aliens,  on  the 
petition  of  Maria  S.  Hall,  relative  to  a  lot  of  land  in 
tibe  city  of  Schenectady* 

Mr.  Patterson,  from  a  majority  of  the  eommittee  on  the  peti- 
tions of  aliens,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Maria  S. 
Hall,  asking  for  the  passage  of  an  act  releasing  the  right,  title  and 
interest  of  the  State  to  a  certain  lot  of  land  in  the  city  of  Sche- 
nectady, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  petitioner  represents,  that  she  is  the  widow  of  William 
B.  Hall,  late  of  the  city  of  Schenectady,  deceased;  that  the  said 
William  B.  Hall  died  on  or  about  the  fifteenth  day  of  December, 
1834,  leaving  no  issue,  and  having,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  cer- 
tain real  estate  in  the  said  city  of  Schenectady,  of  about  the  value 
of  twelve  hundred  dollars;  that  the  said  William  B.  Hall,  previous 
to  his  death,  made  his  last  will  and  testament,  by  which  he  devis- 
ed to  the  petitioner  all  his  real  and  personal  estate,  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  petitioner  and  her  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

The  petitioner  further  represents,  that  the  said  William  B.  Hall 
was  an  alien,  bom  in  Ireland,  and  bad  never  been  naturalized  in 
the  United  States,  although,  as  she  has  been  informed  and  believes, 
the  said  Hall  had  filed  an  affidavit  of  his  intention  to  become  na- 
turalized, but  had  not  obtained  a  certificate  of  naturalization. 

[Assem.  No.  286.]  *  1 


2  [AsSBSfBLT 

The  petition  is  signed  by  the  petitioner,  and  verified  by  oath  Be- 
fore Harmanus  Peek,  esq.,  Recorder  of  the  city  of  Schenectady. 

It  appears  by  evidence  before  jour  committee,  that  the  premi- 
ses which  the  petitioner  asks  to  have  released  to  her,  which  b  situ- 
ated at  the  comer  of  Ferry  and  Liberty-streets,  in  said  city  of 
Schenectady,  once  befonged  to  Janies  (yConner,.  who,  to  secure 
the  payment  of  four  hundred  dollars  to  Hannanos  Peek,  executed 
two  several  mortgages^  one  of  which  bears  date  the  12th  day  of 
October,  1820,  and  the  other  the  7th  day  of  June,  1823;  wMch 
said  mortgages  were  duly  executed  and  recorded  in  the  clerk's  of- 
fice of  the  county  of  Schenectady. 

It' also  appears,  that  subsequent^  the  execution  of  said  mort- 
gages, the  said  James  O'Conner  died,  leaving  said  premises  to  his 
wife,  Eliza  O'Connor,  agreeable  to  his  last  will  and  testament^ 
that  on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1829,  the  said  Eliza  O'Connor  con- 
veyed said  premises  to  Jane  Brown  and  Mary  Brown>  by  deed, 
which  was  duly  executed  and  recorded  in  the  clerk's  office  of  said 
county;  that  some  time  thereafter  the  said  Mary  Brown  died, 
leaving  her  part  of  said  premises  (which  was  one  equal  undivided 
half,)  to  her  sister,  Eliza  Brown,  subject  to  the  said  mortgages 
above  described;  and  that  soon  thereafter  the  said  Eliza  Brown 
died,  bequeathing  her  interest  therein  to  her  father,  William 
Brown.  That  the  said  Jane  Brown,  (after  having  purchased  the 
premises  above  mentioned  of  Eliza  O'Connor,  and  being  the  owner 
of  one  equal  undivided  half,  in  common  with  Mary  Brown,)  mar- 
ried William  B.  Hall,  by  whom  she  had  one  child;  and  that  on  the 
27th  day  of  March,  1832,  the  said  William  B.  Hall  and  Jane  his 
wife  conveyed,  by  deed  to  William  Cunningham,  all  the  right,  title 
and  interest  of  the  said  Jane  to  the  said  premises,  and  on  the  28th 
day  of  March,  1882,  the  said  Cunningham  reconveyed  said  premi- 
ses to  the  said  William  B.  Hall,  which  snid  deeds  were  duly  exe- 
cuted and  recorded  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  county  of  Schenec- 
tady. 

It  also  appears  that  on  the  2d  day  of  April.  1882^  the  said  Jane, 
wife  of  the  said  William  B.  Hall,  died,  leaving  her  said  husband 
and  child  surviving  her;  and  that  on  the  18th  day  of  the  same 
month,  William  B.  Hall  purchased  of  William  Brown,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  two  hundred  dollars,  all  the  right  and  title  of  the 
said  Brown  to  the  above  mentioned  premises,  subject  to  the  said 
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mortgages  above  menttouod,  vrhidi  said  deed  was  duly  executed 
and  recorded  in  the  clerk's  c^e  aforesaid. 

It  also  appears,  that  the  said  infant  son  of  the  said  WiUiam  B 
Hall  and  Jane  his  wife,  died  on  the  Idth  day  of  May,  1832,  and 
that  subsequently  thereto,  the  said  William  B.  Hall  married  Maria 
S.  Kline,  your  petitioner,  with  whom  he  lived  till  the^  15th  day  of 
December  last,  at  which  time  he  died,  having  bequeathed  to  her, 
his  said  wife,  the  whole  of  said  premises,  according  to  the  provi^ 
sions  of  his  said  last  will  and  testament  above  mentioned. 

Your  committee  would  further  report,  that  they  have  carefully 
examined  the  memorial  of  William  Brown,  who  remonstrates 
against  the  passage  of  an  act  vesting  in  the  petitioner,  Maria  S . 
Hall,  the  title  to  said  lot  of  ground,  and  asks  that  a  law  may  be 
passed  vesting  in  him  the  right  and  title  of  the  State,  in  said  lot 
of  land. 

It  has  been  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  ascertain  all  the 
facts  in  relation  to  the  different  claims,  and  the  grounds  on  which 
such  claims  were  founded.  They  have  therefore  given  the  parties 
an  opportunity  of  being  heard  before  the  committee^  and  find  that 
the  ground  on  which  the  memorialist,  William  Brown,  founds  his 
claim  to  said  house  and  lot  is  as  follows: 

It  appears  that  Jane  Brown,  one  of  the  purchasers  from  Eiixa 
O'Conner,  and  who  afterwards  married  William  B.  Hall,  was  the 
daughter  of  William  Brown.  Mr.  Brown  alleges  that  the  convey- 
ance from  Hall  and  his  wife  to  William  Cunningham  was  a  fraudu*- 
lent  conveyance,  and  that  Hall,  through  fraud  and  false  pretences, 
had  induced  his  said  wife  to  make  said  conveyance,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  vesting  in  him,  the  said  Hall,  the  fee  to  said  lot  of  land, 
by  obtaining  a  reconveyance  from  said  Cunningham  to  said  Hall. 

The  evidence  produced  to  substantiate  the  allegations  of  Mr. 
Brown  is  his  own  statement  that  he  believes  that  Hall  procured  the 
conveyance  from  his  said  wife  by  false  pretences,  and  also  the 
statement  of  Mary  Brown,  who  lived  in  the  family  of  Hall  pre- 
vious to  the  death  of  Mrs.  Hall,  who  says  that  ^'during  the  last 
sickness  of  Mrs.  Hall  she  frequently  heard  Hall  importuning  his 
wife  to  do  something,"  and  from  detached  words  that  she  heard, 
and  from  what,  after  the  death  of  Mrs  Hall,  proved  to  be  the  fact, 
she  believes  that  Hall  was  trying  to  persuade  his  said  wife  to  con- 
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Tey  the  property  to  him.  The  wife  of  the  memorialist  also  says^ 
that  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Hall^  tokl  her,  previous  to  ker  death,  that 
what  she  had  done  was  to  preserve  the  property  for  her  child, 
(who  was  then  Kving.) 

The  memoriaKst,  Mr.  Brown,  also  nrges,  as  a  reason  for  his  bt- 
Kef  that  the  conveyance  was  obtained  through  fraud,  the  fact, 
that  the  memorialist  and  the  said  William  B.  Hall  were  not  on 
terms  of  friendship,  and  had  not  been  since  the  marriage  of  the 
said  Hall  to  the  daughter  of  the  memorialist,  Mr.  Brown^  who^  as 
he  alleges^  protested  against  and  forbid  the  marriage. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  have  the  affidavit  of  Harmanns  Peek, 
esq.,  recorder  of  the  city  of  Schenectady,  who  states  in  his  affi* 
davit,  among  other  things,  **  that  he  took  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  deed  from  William  B.  Hall  and  Jane  his  wife,  to  William 
Cunningham,  and  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  said  deed  he  ex- 
plained to  the  said  Jane,  wife  of  the  said  William  B.  Hall,  that 
the  object  of  said  conveyance  was  to  vest  the  title  of  said  lot  in 
the  said  William  B.  Hall,  and  that  William  Cunningham  was  to 
recoDvey  the  said  premises  to  the  said  William  B.  Hall,  and  the 
said  Jane  replied,  that  she  *  undersUod  the  object  perfectly^' " 

The  memorialist  contends  that  if  he  had  been  counselled  by  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Hall,  that  she  never  would  have  made  the  convey- 
ance to  Cunningham  for  the  benefit  of  Hall;  but  your  committee 
eannot  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  that  a  married  woman  must  of 
necessity  look  to  other  persons  than  her  husband  for  advice,  so  far 
as  the  matter  of  property  is  concerned,  and  it  was  perfectly  rea- 
sonable in  this  case  to  suppose  it  was  Mrs.  Hall's  intention  to  vest 
the  title  to  the  property  in  her  husband  rather  than  her  father,  who 
had  been  violently  opposed  to  her  marriage. 

The  committee  consider  the  unceasing  hostility  of  Mr.  Brown 
to  his  daughter's  marriage,  as  going  very  far  to  confirm  the  belief 
that  it  was  Mrs.  Hall's  intention  that  her  husband  should  have  her 
property ;  but  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Peek  puts  the  whole  matter  at 
rest,  and  is  conclusive  evidence  of  the  intention  of  Mrs.  Hall.  If 
the  memorialist  had  succeeded  in  showing  that  the  conveyance 
from  Hall  and  his  wife  to  Cunningham,  and  the  reconveyance  from 
Cunningham  to  Hall,  were  in  fact  null  and  void,  still  his  claim 
must  fall  to  the  ground.  If  the  title  to  the  land  had  not  been  con- 
firmed in  Hall  by  the  deeds  above  mentioned,  he  would  have  been 
clearly  and  absolutely  entitled  to  it  by  the  law  of  descents. 
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It  appears,  as  above  slated,  that  Mrs.  Hall  died  on  the  2d  day 
of  April,  1882,  leaving  a  husband  and  child.  The  husband,  (Hall) 
vrodd  have  been  entitled  to  a  life  estate,  and  the  child  to  the  fee 
of  the  land.  It  also^ppears,  that  the  child  died  on  the  ISth  day 
of  May,  1832,  and  consequently  the  fathei  would  have  been  the 
legal  heir  of  the  child.  [See  Session  Laws  of  1830,  pages  387, 
388.] 

The  petitioner,  Mrs.  Hall,  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
but  for  the  alienage  of  the  persons  through  whose  hands  the  title 
has  passed,  would  not  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  applying 
to  the  Legislature  for  relief. 

It  is  alleged  on  the  part  of  the  petitioner,  and  admitted  by  Mr. 
Brown,  that  the  amount  due  on  the  mortgages  given  by  O'Conner 
to  Peek  were  paid  by  the  petitioner  from  her  own  funds. 

• 

Your  committeee  are  therefore  of  the  opinion,  that  it  would  be 
manifestly  unjust  to  withhold  from  the  petitioner  what  she  is  in 
equity  entitled  to,  and  vest  the  title  in  Brown,  who  is  an  alien, 
not  naturalized,  notwithstanding  his  assertion  that  '^  the  petitioner 
has  less  need  of  the  property  than  himself,"  and  that  he  '*  would 
do  more  good  with  the  property  than  the  petitioner  possibly  could 
do." 

A  majority  of  your  committee  have  therefore  come  to  the  con* 
elusion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  Maria  S.  Hall,  ought  to 
be  granted,  and  have  directed  their  chairman  to  ask  leave  to  intro* 
ducc  a  bill. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  287. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  12,  1835 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  public  lands,  on  the  petition  of 

S.  Newton  Dexter. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands,  to  i¥hom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  S.  Newton  Dexter,  with  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office  on  the  same, 

REPORTED: 

a 

That  they  have  examined  the  petition,  and  the  report  above 
mentioned,  (Assembly  Documents,  No.  184,)  and  are  unanimous- 
ly of  opinion,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted. , 


[Assem.  No.  287.] 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No,  288. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


Febraary  12,  1835. 


COMMUNICATION 


fVom  the.Secretuy  of  State,  transmitting  the  annad 
report  of  the  Directors  of  the  New- York  Institution 
for  tiie  instniction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

STATE  OF  NEW-YORK,  i 
Sscmstast's  OrrKx.        ) 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  •Atsembhf. 

SIR— 

I  liave  the  hosor  to  transmit  herewith,  at  the  requett  of  the 
<lirectors  of  the  New-York  Institution  for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf 
and  dttmb,  their  annual  report  for  the  year  1884. 

I 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  observe  that  the  annual  report 
required  of  me,  as  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  in  relation 
to  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  will  be  presented  to  the 
Legislature  in  a  few  days. 

I  am,  very  respectfully^ 

Your  ob't  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 


[Assem.  No.  38&]  1 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

*rhe  directors  of  the  New- York  Institution  for  the  instruction  of 
the  deaf  and  damb,  having  brought  to  a  close  the  labors  of  another 
year,  tuik  leave  to  submit  to  the  Legislature  a  record  of  their  do^ 
ings  in  the  following 

REPORT-. 

The  number  of  pupils  resident  in  the  Institution  at  the  close  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,  embraced  in  the  last  returns, 
was  one  hundred  «nd  thirty-four.  During  the  past  year  twenty- 
one  have  been  admitted,  and  eighteen  have  left,  leaving  on  the 
SI  St  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,^  the  actual  num- 
ber of  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

The  crowded  condition  of  the  building,  as  stated  in  the  last  re* 
port,  was  such  as  to  force  upon  the  attention  of  the  board  the  ne- 
cessity of  enlarging  its  accommodations,  and  constituted  the  basis 
of  an  appeal  to  the  Legislature,  which  was  generously  entertained, 
and  relief  promptly  administered* 

In  the  investment  of  funds,  thus  placed  at  their  disposal,  in  the 
erection  of  additional  buildings,  the  board  have  rigidly  adhered  to 
the  rule  of  combining  the  advantages  of  the  greatest  amount  of 
room,  with  the  least  expenditure.  After  deliberation,  it  became 
manifest  that  these  could  best  be  secured  by  removing  the  roof 
from  the  main  edifice,  and  increasing  the  height  of  the  walls,  so  as 
to  construct  an  additional  story.  This  plan  has  been  carried  into 
effect;  and  the  space  thus  enclosed  has  been  covertcd  into  sleep- 
ing apartments,  for  the  accommodation,  respectively,  of  the  male 
and  female  pupils.  The  rooms  formerly  set  apart  to  these  uses 
have  been  subdivided,  and  are  now  occupied  for  the  various  pur- 
poses indicated  by  the  wants  of  the  establishment. 

Out  of  the  materials  composing  the  roof  which  was  removed 
they  have  constructed  a  work-shop,  fifty -five  feet  by  twenty-five, 
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and  two  stories  bighy  occupying  the  space  betweea  the  stable  and 
the  shop  formerly  built;-  the  whole  forming  a  range  of  baildings^ 
in  architectural  proportions  not  offensive  to  the  eye,  and  affording: 
ample  accommodations  for  the  various  mechanical  branebea  now 
tatight,  and  for  other  necessary  objects. 

To  avoid  the  expense  of  frequent  repairs,  as  well  at  to  aflbrd 
greater  protection  i^ainst  fire,  it  "was  judged  expedient  to  cover 
the  roof  with  zinc,  which  is  not  liable  to  be  injorioasly  a&cled  by 
the  varieties  of  temperature,  nor  subject  to  oxidatioBy  hke  some 
other  metahy  by  exposure  to  moisture  charged  with  saline  proper- 
ties. From  the  centre  rises  an  observatory  of  suitable  dimeBaioDa^ 
which  commands  a  rich,  extensive  and  variegated  prospect. 

Theseimprovements,  demanded  by  the  flourishing  cottdition  of  the 
Institution,  have  necessarily  involved  the  expenditure  of  a  conside- 
rable sum,  as  will  be  'seen  from  the  annexed  account  of  the  trea- 
surer. Including  this,  the  current  expenses  for  the  year  ending  od 
the  81st  day  of  December  last,  amount  to  twenty-four  thousand, 
nine  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  forty  cents;  and  the  re- 
ceipts during  the  same  period,  twenty-three  thousand,  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventy<4even  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents;  leaving  a  ba- 
lance against  the  Institution,  in  favor  of  the  treasurer,  of  one 
thousand  and  fifty  dollars  and  four  cents. 

During  the  prevalence  of  epidemic  disease,  which  has  visited 
our  city  and  other  sections  of  the  State,  the  board  have  had  the 
privilege,  on  former  occasions,  to  acknowledge  exemption  from  ita 
mournful  effects  among  the  objects  of  their  charge.  That  justly 
dreaded  scourge,  which  suddenly  terminates  life,  interrupts  com- 
mercial intercourse,  and  suspends  the  transaction  of  business,  has, 
during  the  past  summer,  by  the  protecting  shield  of  Heaven,  again 
been  averted  from  our  dwelling;  and  while  *^a  thousand  have  fal- 
len at  our  side,"  we  have  endured  no  greater  pain  than  that  of  be- 
holding its  desolations  around. 


Although  they  have  been  exempted  from  this  form  of 
they  are  required  to  notice,  and  they  do  it  with  that  conviction, 
which  cordially  admits  the  wisdom  of  God  in  all  the  arrangements 
of  his  providence,  that  lessons  on  human  mortality  have  been  once 
and  again  read  to  them  and  the  pupils  under  their  care. 

The  Rev.  John  Stanford,  D.  D.,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  In- 
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•titutioo,  has  closed  his  mortal  career,  and  though  not  a  member 
of  the  board  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  being  prevented  by  the  de- 
cay of  physical  energies  from  the  discharge  of  active  duties,  left 
the  Institution  a  small  legacy  as  a  token  of  his  cherished  attach- 
ment. Another  of  our  associates,  Heman  Averill,  v^ho,  for  the 
last  three  years,  was  an  able  and  efficient  member,  has  been  re- 
moved by  the  hand  of  death.  Were  the  occasion  a  proper  one, 
the  board  would  take  pleasure  in  setting  forth  the  excellencies  of 
their  departed  fellow  laborers,  the  evidence  of  which  is  preserved 
in  the  records  of  their  benevolent  deeds.  We  can  only  add  in  this 
place,  that  their  memory  will  be  cherished,  while  we  commit  to 
other  hands  the  grateful  task  of  doing  justice  to  their  characters.    - 

s 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  the  epidemic  influenza  appeared 
among  the  inmates  of  the  establishment  and  prostrated,  at  a  single 
blow,  the  health  of  a  considerable  number.  In  almost  every  in- 
stance, the  disease  took  a  determination  to  the  lungs,  and  attacked 
those  vital  organs,  in  two  cases,  with  such  severity  as  to  baffle  me- 
dical skill,  and  terminate  in  dissolution.  To  the  parents  thus  afflict- 
ed, the  board  would  tender  the  expression  of  their  sincere  and  ten- 
der sympathy.  The  board  are  happy  to  say  that  the  disease  has 
passed  by  and  that  the  blessing  of  health  is  now  restored. 

In  former  reports,  the  board  have  stated  their  views  in  detail  as 
to  the  utility,  and  the  reasons  for  introducing  the  system  of  manual 
labor;  but  never  before  have  they  been  permitted  to  record  such  gra- 
tifying results.  With  the  enlargement  of  the  shops,  the  facilities  for 
communicating  instruction  in  the  mechanic  arts  are  increased,  and 
a  corresponding  improvement  is  visible  in  the  dexterity  and  work- 
manship of  the  pupils  engaged  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  th6 
trades.  Each  occupation  is  under  the  direct  supervision  of  a  skil- 
ful mechanic,  who  devotes  his  whole  time  to  the  duties  of  his  shop. 
The  cheerful  diligence  of  the  pupils,  in  the  prosecution  of  their 
work,  promises  the  ultimate  attainment  of  the  end  contemplated 
by  the  introduction  of  this  branch  of  education. 

The  trades  are  not  now,  and  may  probably  never  become  a 
soorce  of  profit  to  the  Instituti<m,  and  may  continue  a  small  charge 
upon  its  funds;  but  the  benefits,  which  a  practical  acquaintance 
with  them  confers,  are  so  striking,  in  the  promotion  of  health,  in 
the  moral  in^Iueiiee  exerted,  and  the  certain  provision  made  for 
obtaining  the  means  of  fattire  support,  that  the  idea  can  never  be 
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entertained  of  detaching  this  department  from  its  relation  to  the 
system  of  intellectaal  and  moral  instruction* 

During  the  past  year  a  vacancy  occurred  in  the  department  of 
instruction,  by  the  resignation  of  Professor  Vaysse,  and  his  re- 
turn to  his  native  country  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  a  son  and  brother. 
The  board  would  express  their  high  estimation  of  his  talents  and 
moral  worth,  and  their  approbation  of  the  manner  in  which  he  dis- 
charged his  duties  while  connected  with  the  Institution. 

> 

They  have  the  satisfaction  to  announce  that  they  have  engaged 
the  services  of  Mr.  John  R.  Keep,  a  graduate  of  Yale  college, 
who  entered  upon  his  employment  at  the  commencement  of  the 
academical  year.  From  the  recommendations  given  him  by  the 
officers  of  the  college,  and  his  devotion  to  the  cause  thus  far,  the 
board  entertain  no  doubt  that  they  have  consulted  the  welfare  of 
the  Institution  in  his  appointment. 

The  board  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  descend  to  particulars  in 
relation  to  those  matters  which  have  been  fully  detailed  in  former 
reports.  The  measures  recently  adopted,  important  in  themselves 
as  well  as  in  theii  connection,  have  had  a  direct  reference  to  the 
personal  comfort  of  the  professors  and  pupils,  and  a  desire  to  fulfil 
the  just  expectations  of  the  Legislature.  With  regard  to  the 
management  of  internal  afiairs,  perhaps  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
observe  that  in  addition  to  the  supervision  of  the  officer  charged 
with  the  execution  of  this  important  duty,  and  who  is  held  respon- 
sible for  his  fidelity  in  this  respect,  the  condition  and  wants  of  the 
Institution  are  subject  to  the  weekly  examination  of  a  standing 
committee  who  keep  minutes  of  their  proceedings,  which  are  sub- 
mitted to  the  board  at  their  regular  monthly  meetings.  The  Le- 
gislature will  hence  perceive  that  the  most  effisctual  means  are 
taken  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  pupils  and  advance  the  inte- 
rests and  reputation  of  the  Institution. 

But  while  the  board  have  thus  labored  in  providing  for  the  health 
and  comfort  of  the  pupils  under  their  charge,  they  have  not  been 
unmindful  of  the  fact,  that  these,  though  important,  are  still  sub- 
ordinate objects.  Their  first  and  great  business,  and  that  indeed 
for  which  alone  they  have  a  corporate  existence,  is  to  act  on  the 
minds  of  those  committed  to  their  care;  to  give  them  enlargement 
and  strength,  and  above  all,  the  power  and  means  of  holding  inter- 
course with  other  minds,  and  of  taking  their  rank  in  society  as  so- 
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cial  and  immortal  beings.  The  main  channel  through  which  these 
results  are  to  be  effected,  must  obviously,  in  the  great  majority  of 
cases,  be  toritten  language. 

The  great  problem  then  to  be  solved  in  the  education  of  the 
deaf  and  dumb,  is  how,  in  a  given  length  of  time,  to  impart  the  most 
extensive  and  efficient  use  of  this  mighty  instrument  of  human 
thought  and  fellowship. 

Two  methods  for  this  end  may  be  employed,  differing  widely 
from  each  other,  yet  each  finding  its  ardent  advocates.  The  first 
is  to  adopt  the  colloquial  sign  language  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  in 
its  state  of  development,  where  many  of  them  are  collected,  as  the 
great  means  of  inducting  them  into  the  use  of  artificial  language. 

The  other  mode  is  to  affix  a  definite  sign  to  every  wo/'d  in  spoken 
language,  with  the  idea  of  placing  the  one  on  a  level  with  the  other. 
It  assumes,  as  possible,  that  such  development  may  be  given  to  the 
rude  and  limited  gestures  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  as  to  make  them 
correspond  and  be  equivalent  to  human  language,  the  wonderful 
precision  and  comprehensiveness  of  which,  are  the  fruits  of  the 
successive  improvements  of  ages. 

These  artificial  and  arbitrary  signs,  technically  called  methodic 
ealj  as  instruments  of  instruction,  are  liable  to  a  three-fold  objec- 
tion. They  are  never  used  in  the  daily  intercourse  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb.  Being  the  invention  of  the  teacher,  they  originally 
convey  no  idea  to  the  mind  of  the  pupil.  They  must  therefore  ne* 
cessarily  be  taught,  with  much  labor,  in  the  school-room;  thus  im- 
posing the  task  of  learning  two  languages  instead  of  one. 

More  than  a  year  since  this  last  system  of  signs  was  wholly  dis- 
carded, and  the  reasons  of  the  change  were  presented  at  consider- 
able length  in  the  last  report.  In  its  stead,  the  use  of  colloquial 
signs  has  been  adopted  by  the  New- York  Institution,  in  common 
with  many  of  high  character  abroad,  as  the  sole  instrument  of  dic- 
tation. And  the  board  feel  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that  the 
results  of  the  instruction  communicated  since  the  change  took 
place,  have  been  such  as  abundantly  to  satisfy  their  highest  expec- 
tations.  They  are  convinced  that  the  employment  of  the  signs  used 
by  the  deaf  and  dumb  themselves,  as  a  means  of  explaining  and 
dictating  words  and  sentences;  is  as  much  superior,  in  fact,  to  th« 
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uie  of  artificial  tigat  invented  by  the  teacher,  as  it  ia  more  plausi- 
ble and  philosophical  in  theory. 

But  the  inquiry,  by  what  means  the  deaf  mute  may  best  acquire 
the  language  of  the  people  among  whom  he  dwells,  is  by  no  means 
ended  with  the  decision  to  adopt  this  or  that  system  of  signs;  for 
signs,  at  most,  are  merely  a  part  of  the  instruments  of  instruction. 

A  broader,  and  more  important  question  is:  What  shall  be  the 
principles  on  which  the  deaf  and  dumb  shall  be  taught  1  Theory 
may  do  much  in  pointing  them  out,  but  theory  alone,  often  proves 
a  dangerous  guide.  It  must  be  tested  by  practical  application,  be- 
fore its  correctness  can  be  assumed  with  safety.  Mo  system,  or 
plan  of  education  has  ever  been  brought  to  any  considerable  de- 
gree of  perfection,  without  a  union  of  the  two,  and  the  instruction 
of  deaf  mutes  is  no  e;cception  to  the  generfA  rule.  Should  the  nu- 
merous institutions  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  make  known  the  pro- 
cesses of  instruction,  which  they  respectively  employ,  there  can 
exist  but  little  doubt  that  the  art  would  speedily  attain  a  degree 
of  perfection,  which  it  has  never  hitherto  reached.  Each  innitu- 
tion  would  thus  enjoy  the  advantage  of  the  united  experience  of 
all.  False  theories  would  be  exposed,  and  erroneous  methods  and 
processes  dependant  upon  Ihem,  be  abandoned.  When  the  reign 
of  correct  theory  should  be  generally  acknowledged,  the  work  of 
improvement  would  still  go  on,  and  ingenuity  still  be  called  into 
exercise,  in  devising  new  processes,  in  simplifying  details,  and 
making  them  more  and  more  consonant  with  the  nature  and  con- 
dition of  the  mind  of  the  deaf  mute. 

Desirous  of  aiding  in  the  accomplishment  of  these  results,  so  far 
as  lies  in  their  power,  the  board  are  induced  to  give  an  account  of 
the  principles  adopted,  and  of  some  of  the  processes  employed  in 
the  institution  under  their  care. 

After  much  consideration,  and  on  a  careful  comparison  of  their 
own  experience,  with  that  of  a  great  number  of  those  engaged  in 
the  same  department  of  education  in  other  countries,  it  has  been 
adopted  in  the  New- York  Institution,  as  the  great  leading  princi- 
ple of  instruction,  that,  deaf  mutes  must  acquire  tf  knowledge  oj 
language  by  essentially  the  same  means,  hy  which  children  who  can 
hear  and  speak  have  acquired  it. 

* 

The  education  of  ordinary  children,  up  to  the  period  when  they 
become  capable  of  conversing  with  rapidity  and  correctness,  coo- 


sists  of  two  parts,  which  constantly  advance  together.    Thej 
firstj  ideas;  secondlyi  a  mediuia  of  exprcflsion,  or  language. 

The  ability  to  articulate  vbe  wercb  c/f  «  language,  or  the  re« 
membrailce  of  its  sounds,  is  «i  itsdf  of  no  value.  It  is  only  when 
these  words  beoeme  the  r/'gisiers  ef  Ueas^  that  the  real  worth  of 
language  is  «een«  Thus,  for  instance,  the  acquisition,  by  means  of 
which,  m  child  becomes  able  to  speak  of  skiU  or  eaey,  is  valuable, 
not  because  his  memory  and  vocal  organs  succes^liiNy  perform  their 
proper  functions,  nor  simply  because  these  words  convey  impres- 
sioRs  to  the  minds  of  others,  but  primarily,  essentially  and  really, 
because  they  are  the  representatives  <if  certain  ideas^  whose  pro* 
duction  is  the  result  of  perhaps  years  of  attention,  and  compari- 
eon.  The  same  remark  holds  true,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
with  regard  to  the  whole  circle  of  words  of  which  a  language  is 
composed. 

A  child  then,  who  learns  a  language,  learns  not  words  only,  but 
what  is  more  important,  ideas  likewise.  So  constantly,  however, 
do  these  advance  together,  and  so  peifeet  is  the  union  of  the  two, 
that  he  is  wholly  unconscious  of  the  fact  that  their  separate  exist* 
enoe  is  possible.  Even  in  mature  life,  the  delusior.,  with  the  great 
majority  of  people,  still  continues:  words  and  thoughts  are  looked 
upon  as  in  their  very  nature  inseparable;  as  being,  in  fact,  one 
and  the  same.  This  perfect  co-existence,  however,  is  one  of  the 
strongest  proofs,  which  it  is  possible  to  present,  that  language  is 
performing  its  appropriate  office;  that  it  is,  in  truth,  the  type  and 
living  evidence  of  the  perceptions  and  ideas,  which  are  inwrought 
into  the  mind,  and  which  have  become  its  own. 

But  if,  instead  of  being  left  to  the  daily  intercourse  of  society  to 
acquire  ideas  and  words,  the  child  were  forced  to  commit  to  me* 
mory  a  scientific  dissertation  in  a  foreign  lar^uage,  without  having 
Xhh  meaning  of  a  single  word  explained  to  him,  and,  in  fact,  without 
being  capable  of  understanding  ideas  so  much  beyond  the  bounds 
of  his  comprehension,  it  is  perfectly  obvious,  that  the  experiment 
might  be  continued  for  years,  and  even  for  life,  withbut  advancing 
him  one  step  in  the  acquirement  of  the  language.  Nay,  farther, 
this  ^ery  mass  of  words,  thus  sundered  from  the  thoughts  which 
they  were  intented  to  represent,  and  unnaturally  standing  by  them* 
selves,  would  render  the  most  giaujt  intellect,  dwarfish,  and  evcntu* 
ally  crush  it  to  the  ground. 
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ThoagAt  an<f  fanguage,  then^  are  tssentSal  to  each>  other's  my- 
fence,  and  must  achrance  together,,  hand  m  hendi  Lereltiicrbe 
laolatedr  aod  be  nnadef  to  ataad  aJoaOr  and  il  ia  feeble  and  wettnigb 
powerleatv^  Bat  imile  i»  to  i4»natuml  aRy,  aad  it  lotiaAtly  beeome^ 
frogrefaive  ia  character,  and  iiHgiiQF  mi  ipaaylia^  A  ekiUl  who^ 
Ilaa  no  langtiage,  mttst  neceaaarity  poaseaa  but  few  ideaa^  A  child 
who  ia  ac^ainted  with*  woada  and  aenteacea  aaeieif,.  and  neither 
thinks  Dor  knowa  what  Cher  nteai),  ia  no>beltier  than  ftpaNK>tL  Be, 
aJone,  ean  tvaly  be  aaid  toj^aesa-o  knowledge  of  laogiMige,vhose 
itock  of  kfeaa,  amd  aoeana  off  exprcaainic  theaa^  ase  teapecBveiy  pa* 
ndlel  and  equivaleni  vo  eacb  olhea* 

Wo  have  d^wek  aomewhaft  at  length  an  thia  topic-,,  xa  eidtf,  if 
possible,  to  remove  the  ei roneoua  imp'csaioik.  exWnslvtly  preva- 
lent in  ihe  eoiiwn«nity,  thai  every  thiag  necessary  ia  ihe  edsca- 
tion  o£  the  deaf  and  duis»by  ia  to  giive  them  a  knowledge  o(  words. 
It  is  not  ai>  with  ordinary  children*  It  ia  net  ao  wilb  Ibe  deaf  9bA 
dumb,  Svery  word  communicalcd  to  the  learner,  which  does  not 
auod  aa  the  representative  of  a  defiaiie  idea^  i»  not  only  ttsele«r 
but  aba^ulely  pernieioiis^ 


One  of  the  general  divisiona— language  may  be  again  divided 
into  nemenelaturey  or  the  simple  naming  of  objects,  <|ua£ties,  relar 
tions,  &c.,  and  ducourser  or  soch  a  union  of  words  as  to  reader 
^em  capable  of  expressing  ccmsecutive  thought. 

'  These  two  subdivisiona,  must,  in  like  manner,  obrietisFr  proceed 
together.  If  such  a  combination  of  circamatances  could  possibly 
exist,  that  a  child  from  bis  uifancy  ep wards,  shouM  always  hear 
words  ieparafefyy  and  never  in  combination,  we  should  have  pre- 
sented to  us,  the  curious  phenomenon  of  a  being,  like  ourselves, 
understanding  thousands  of  words,  and  yet  incapable  of  compre- 
bending  the  meaning  of  the  most  simple  sentences: — receiving  the 
full  force  of  every  part  of  tbem,  and  yet  incapable  of  embracing 
them  as  a  whole*  And  the  reason  is  obviooa.  It  is,  that  a  know* 
ledge  of  words,  simply,  gives  no  asssistaoce  in  combiaing  these 
words  together:  that  the  principles  of  eonsiruction  require  as  mack 
to  be  learned,  as  the  words  which  form  their  elen>cnts.  Wkeo  to 
this  is  added  the  fact,  that  there  are  multitudes  of  words,  which 
can  be  explained  only  by  means  of  their  employment  in  sentences, 
this  part  of  language  becomea  at  once,  a  matter  of  great  and  via- 
ble cofisequence.^ 
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In  accordance  with  these  general  views  and  principles,  thethm 
divisions  of  deaf-iniite  education,  which  have  been  enumerated,  are 
iregardcd  bjr  4fae  New-Tork  In^iiUlion,  as  fcdldkig  the  following 
Tank  in  the  scale  df  importance:: 

1«t  Ideas:  extensiMi  ef  4he  luirwledge  and  iifteHecliial  4>owert 
of  the  pupils. 

3d.  Principles  of  construetionc  abMity  ^  the  ptt{»b  \o  tsombine 
words,  »a  a  way  to  express  4beir  ideas. 

Sd.  Words::  instruments  ofthe  two  former:  f o  to  tantglA  in  pro>» 
f>ortioa  as  the  4irst  two  sre  developed  and  acquired. 

The  task  *ef  giving  an  account  of  the  principles,  whidi  preside 
over  imrtruGtion  is  easy,  compared  with  that  of  describii^  the  pno^ 
cesses  empleyed.  The  former  are  fixed  and  definite.  The  latter 
caay  be  varied  according  to  the  ingenuity  ^  the  instructed,  the 
capacity  of  his  pupils,  and  even  l»y  casual  ciroumatances.  They 
«re  liable  to  change-^or  aH  improvemertt  pre-mipposes  change--* 
«nd  canaot  therefore  be  considered  as  parts  of  a  system  of  educa» 
tion,  which  are  finally  and  forever  adopted.  Of  Vke  following 
course,  it  can  on(y  be  said,  that  it  is  believed  to  be  in  accordance 
vrith  the  principles  adopted,  and  that  it  is  thei»ame  which  has  been 
employed  with  the  three  younger  classes  in  the  invitation. 

The  first  step  in  the  instruction  of  a  class  of  deaf  mutes,  is  te 
teach  them  to  write.  For  this  purpose  the  name  of  seme  commoa 
object,  cai^  for  instance,  is  written  in  lull,  plain  characters,  on  one 
of  the  targe  slates  about  the  room.  But,  as  the  letters  convey  no 
idea  to  the  minds  of  the  class,  it  becomes  necessary  to  explain 
their  meaning.  If  convenient  a  cat  should  be  brought  into  the 
room.  The  teacher  points  first  to  the  animal  and  then  to  the 
word.  The  class,  however,  recognize  no  resemblance  between 
the  three  or  four  crooked  marks  on  the  slate  and  the  object  before 
them,  and  cannot  be  made  to  believe,  that  a  common  household 
animal,  with  which  they  have  been  familiar  all  their  lives,  is  re* 
presented  by  the  strange  word  which  their  teacher  has  wf  itten^ 
Sometimes  the  figure  of  the  object  is  sketched  and  its  name  writ* 
ten  within,  and  when  the  class  have  all  given  a  sign  for  the  object, 
the  figure  is  rubbed  out,  leaving  the  written  word  alone.  But 
flsore  frequently,  a  boy  from  one  of  the  higher  classes  is  called  iiih 
to  the  room,  who,  on  teeing  the  word,  immediately  points  to  the 
cat    The  class  now  begin  to  think  that  then*  teacher  has  not  do* 
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eeired  theniy  but  that  there  if  tome  comiectioD  betweeq  the  word 
aod  the  objeet.  If  a  second  boy  ie  called,  who,  of  coarse,  will  al«» 
point  to  the  cat,  the  instracuon  on  this  pofot  is  complete.  The 
class  ha%'e  now  learned  the  important  fact,  for  the  first  time,  that, 
ike  arbUrmrf  4fiui  conmemtwmal  eharm€ier9^^ki$tr$r  jmsssies  Ae 
er  of  representing  cbjecU. 


But  the  mechanical  part  stilT  remains^  and  they  are  tdd  to  write 
the  word  which  they  see  on  the  shite.  The  attempt  is  made,  aail 
after  sundry  eflbrts,  frequently  rubbing  out  the  characters  and 
writing  them  anew,  \he  given  word  is  at  length  produced  with 
greater  or  less  degreea  of  perfection.  Applauded  for  their  success^ 
they  are  tofd  to  write  it  again,  and  it  is  several  times  repealed, 
till  they  acquire  some  facility  in  writing  the  word.  Other  words; 
which  miite  the  three  conditions,  of  being  very  short,  of  represent* 
tng  objects,  wfth  which  the  papils  are  familiar,  and  of  being  rea* 
dily  introduced  into  elementary  expressioBs  are  next  selected,  afeid 
the  process  of  writing  iscontinuatty  repeated.  It  wiN  be  sofficieiity 
hereafter,  to  show  the  class  the  pictures  of  the  objects,  the  names 
of  which,  they  are  required  to  write.  After  having  in  this  ^'ray 
written  the  names  of  fiftccm  or  twenty  common  objects,  they  will 
have  thoroughly  learned  the  whole  alphabet  It  is  thought  pre- 
ferable to  teach  the  alphabet  in  this,  rather  than  in  the  usual  man* 
aer,  because  it  interests  the  class  much  more,  and  because  they 
are  all  the  while  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  words. 

Dactyhhgy^  or  .the  finger  alphabet,  may  now  be  introduced  with 
advantage.  The  iifore  intelligent  portion  of  the  class  will  proba* 
biy  have  already  obtained  it  from  some  of  the  older  pcpils.  To 
the  others  it  must  be  tatighti  and  the  exercise  aflfords  an  agreeable 
relief  from  the  monotony  of  continual  writing.  Care  must  be  ta- 
ken, however,  that  too  much  prominence  is  not  given  to  this  ex- 
ercise,  if  it  is  thought  desirable  for  the  pupil  to  thinK  of  words  by 
their  written  characters.  For,  if  a  class  in  the  early  periods  of  in- 
struction  have  been  taught  to  commit  words  to  memory  by  means 
of  spelling,  the  habit  will  ever  afterwards  remain. 

Supposing  them  to  have  thoroughly  learned  eighteen  or  twenty 
common  words,  enough  to  make  them  familiar  with  the  difierest 
letters  of  the  alphabet,  the  construction  of  sentences  is  forthwith 
commenced.  One  of  the  simplest  forms  in  which  an  idea  can  be 
expressed,  that  of  agent,  action  and  object,  is  selected.  The 
pupil,  however,  if  told  for  the  first  time,  to  connect  together  three 
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words  answering  to  these  parts  of  a  sentence,  would  infallibly  in* 
vert  the  order  of  succession,  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  his 
thoughts  and  his  language  of  signs.  Instead  of  writing  **  cat  eats 
meatf^^  he  would  say,  **  meat  eats  cat^*^  or  adopt  some  other  or- 
der equally  incorrect.  .  To  remedy  this  error,  or  rather  to  give  it 
no  room  to  appear,  must  be  the  first  labor  of  the  teacher. 

Collecting  all  his  class  around  him,  he  writes  the  word  cat  on 
one  of  the  large  slates  before  him;  if  his  pupils  have  learned  the 
word  previously,  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  they  will  readily 
and  with  interest  tell  him  what  it  means.  The  article  is  omitted; 
for  at  this  stage  of  instruction,  it  would  only  occasion  perplexity 
without  being  of  any  service.  The  idea  expressed  by  the  word 
cat,  being  thus  firmly  graven  on  the  mind,  the  teacher  writes  at 
8ome  distance  one  side  of  it  the  word  meat^  and,  perhaps  to  make 
the  idea  clearer,  brings  a  small  piece  of  it  into  the  room.  He  must- 
here  put  forth  some  efibrt  to  make  his  class  remember  that  they 
have  two  objects  to  think  of  instead  of  one  as  heretofore;  for,  if, 
in  thinking  of  one  word,  they  forget  the  other,  much  of  the  utility 
of  the  experiment  is  lost.  He  now  orders  a  cat  to  bo  brought  in 
and  the  meat  to  be  given  to  it.  Theclass  are  wondering  what  all 
these  things  mean.  They  look  at  one  another,  but  all  are  equally 
ignorant.  The  teacher  again  points  to  one  of  tlie  words;  the  class 
show  him  the  meat  on  the  plate.  He  points  to  the  other — the  cat 
is  before  them,  busily  engaged  in  eating.  Perhaps  he  assumes  a 
perplexed  look,  and  now  turns  to  his  slate,  and  now  to  his  class, 
as  much  as  to  say,  ^'  what  have  these  two  words  to  do  with  each 
other  r'  If  they  do  not  relieve  his  apparent  perplexity,  their  in- 
terest  and  attention,  at  least  will  be  kept  awake.  He  may  now 
ask  them  if  the  cat,  on  seeing  the  meat,  runs  away,  or  smells  of  it  and 
-wiilks  off t  If  a  few  questions  of  this  kind  are  clearly  and  skilful- 
ly asked,  the  teacher  will  be  fully  rewarded  for  his  trouble,  by 
seeing  the  whole  class  bursting  out  with  the  assertion,  that  the 
cat  is  eating  the  meat.  Some  will  simply  make  the  sign  for  eat- 
ing. Others  will  make  a  sign  for  each  of  the  three  words  in  the 
sentence.  It  makes  but  little  difierence,  however,  in  the  desired 
result.  .The  great  object  of  the  teacher's  efforts — that  of  having 
the  class  think  ihemselxtet^  of  the  idea  to  be  supplied — ^is  accom- 
plished. He  instantly  writes  the  word  eat$  in  the  place  purposely 
left  vacant  on  the  slate,  and  the  sentence  assumes,  in  every  thing 
easeniial,  its  perfect  form — ''^cat  eats  meat."  The  class  are  now 
told  for  the  first  time,  that  the  word  eats  is  the  written  representa- 
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tton  of  the  totion,  for  inrhich,  they  have  jost  given  the  ngn,  and 
that  the  phrase,  which  they  sec,  is  the  enunciation  of  the  modifi- 
cations and  circumstances  under  which  they  have  just  seen  the 
action  performed.  After  the  sentence  has  been  written  several 
times  by  the  class,  in  order  to  impress  it  on  their  memory,  instroc- 
tioD  on  this  point  is  considered  to  be  finished. 

The  board  have  been  induced  to  give  this  minute  acooontof 
these  simple  elementary  processes,  with  the  hope  of  removing  the 
mystery  wiih  which  the  subject,  in  the  minds  of  people  generally, 
is  enveloped.  Many  who  have  acquired  some  idea  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  deaf  and  dumb  are  taught,  at  the  later  periods  of 
their  education,  arc  unable  even  to  form  a  conception  how  the 
work  of  instruction  is  commenced. 

From  the  above  sketch  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  means  br 
which  the  class  have  understood  and  committed  to  memory  the 
sentence  supposed,  are  tssentiaUg  the  same  by  which  an  infant 
child  who  can  hear  and  speak  acquires  it.  We  say  esseaiia%,  for 
they  must  be  somewhat  modified,  it  is  acknowledged,  to  meet  the 
exigency  caused  by  the  defect  in  one  party,  viz.  the  want  of  bea^ 
ing.  They  differ  much  less  however  than  would  at  first  sight  be  ima- 
gined. The  child  endowed  with  the  faculty  of  hearing  learns  the 
names  of  the  objects  about  him  only  by  having  the  objects  them- 
selves painted  out  to  him,  at  the  time  that  their  names  are  men- 
tioned. A  deaf  mute  child  acquires  a  knowledge  of  words  in  ei- 
actly  the  same  manner.  The  only  difference  is,  that  in  the  one 
case  the  words  are  written,  in  the  other  they  are  spoken.  An 
ordinary  child  sees  an  event  occur  and  hears  the  fact  remarked. 
He  almost  unconsciously  treasures  up  the  expression,  and  when 
the  fact  occurs  again  he  makes  the  same  remark.  Such  is  pre- 
dsely  the  case  with  the  deaf  mute,  in  the  instance  supposed. 

The  child  who  can  speak  has,  however,  immensely  the  advan- 
tage in  ihe  number  of  expressions  which  come  to  his  knowledge* 
He  is  hearing  them  at  all  time$;  at  meals;  at  play;  in  the  house; 
out  of  doots.  He  hears  not  merely  what  is  said  to  him,  but  what 
is  spoken  tii  his  prtMence.  He  is  hence  a  constant,  though  uo" 
conscious  learner.  In  this  way,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  all 
the  terms  and  expressions  of  language,  which  he  finds  it  necessary 
to  use,  occur  to  him  without  effort,  and  seem  to  otht  thenueWei 
of  therr  own  accord. 
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Not  so  with  the  unfortunate  deaf  mute.  Never,  except  in  a"' 
very  few  instances,  does  he  learn  the  name  of  a  single  object  be-* 
fore  coming  to  an  institution  specially  designed  for  his  education. 
Youth,  the  spring-time  of  memorr,  has  perhaps  passed  forever, 
and  the  comparatively  defective  knowledge  of  language,  which, 
in  any  case,  he  would  probably  obtain,  becomes  still  more  defec- 
tive from  this  strong  and  abiding  disadvantage.  Even  under  the 
most  favorable  circumstances  his  progress  in  language,  instead  of 
being  constant,  involuntary,  and  almost  forming  a  part  of  his  be- 
ing, as  in  the  case  of  ordinary  children,  is  confined  to  the  narrow 
limits  of  the  period  allotted  to  the  school  room  exercises. 

These  disadvantages,  so  immensely  great  on  the  part  of  deaf 
mutes,  are  to  be  remedied  and  supplied,  as  far  as  human  effort  may 
do  it,  by  the  skill  and  ingenuity  of  the  instructor.  He  can  not,  in* 
deed^  cause  his  pupils  to  be  placed  in  circumstances  where  they 
shall  be  constantly,  learning;  but  he  may  make  their  progress  much 
more  rapid,  during  the  hours  of  instruction,  than  is  that  of  ordina- 
ry children  in  the  same  period  of  time.  The  knowledge  of  words, 
and  of  their  combination  in  sentences,  which  are  presented  to  the 
minds  of  children  who  possess  the  power  of  hearing,  without  or- 
der, whose  succession  is  the  mere  result  of  chance,  and  which  are 
finally  understood  and  committed  to  memory  only  by  perpetual  re- 
petition^  must  be  imparted  to  deaf  mutes  by  processes  of  contract- 
Hofij  which,  by  a  shorter  and  more  direct  road,  may  accomplish 
the  same  result.  These  processes  may  be  regarded  as  comprised 
under  three  divisions. 

The  first  is  to  regulate  the  instruction  communicated  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  natural  development  and  succssion  of  ideas  in  the 
mind.  It  is  to  arrange  the  ideas  represented  by  the  words  and  ex- 
pressions of  language  in  a  true  genealogical  rank — to  separate  those 
which  are  primitive  from  those  deduced,  and  to  assign  to  each  its 
proper  position  in  the  ascending  scale  of  thought.  In  this  man- 
ner, each  new  idea  which  is  presented,  and,  of  course,  each  new 
word  which  stands  as  its  representative,  instead  of  appearing  as  a 
separate  existence,  seems  to  flow  out  from  those  previously  ac- 
quired. It  will  hardly  need  explanation;  it  will  almost  explain 
itself. 

^  This  task,  so  necessary  and  still  so  difficult,- of  arranging  the  whole 
mass  of  our  knowledge,  accumulated,  as  it  has  been,  at  such  difier-^ 
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ml  times  and  under  such  heterogeneous  circumstances  and 
in  the  natural  order  of  succession,  in  which  it  should  have  been 
obtained,  has  never  been  accomplished.  Perhaps  an  approximation 
is  all  that  ever  will  be  effected-  But  still,  it  is  an  object  to  which 
the  efforu  of  the  instructor  of  deaf  mutes  should  be  strenuously 
and  unceasingly  directed.  It  is  for  this  reason,  that  a  profound 
acquaintance  with  the  philosophy  of  the  human  mind  is  so  indis- 
pensable to  the  instructor  of  the  deaf  and  dumb.  And  the  more 
intimately  he  becomes  acquainted  with  its  principles,  the  more  ful- 
ly they  are  carried  out  in  forming  a  correct  theory  of  the  succes- 
sive links  which  compose  the  sum  of  our  knowledge,  to  just  that 
degrec^will  the  improvement  of  his  pupils  become  more  rapid,  and 
his  own  success  as  an  instructor,  be  more  strongly  marked. 

The  second  method,  by  which  the  acquisition  oi  language  may 
be  hastened,  is  far  easier  than  the  first,  inasmuch  as  it  demands 
simply  an  acquaintance  with  general  grammar  and  the  theory  of 
language.  It  consists  in  making  a  due  progression  in  the  forms  of 
construction :  in  teaching  first,  those  which  are  simplest,  and  gra- 
dually ascending  to  those  which  are  more  difficult.  The  deaf  mute 
instead  of  being  left  like  ordinary  children  to  learn  the  laws  of 
construction  from  constant  repetition,  must  have  his  attention 
strongly  called  to  one,  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  impress  it 
on  his  memory,  aud  to  give  him  its  ready  use,  when  another  must 
be  selected,  and  the  same  method  pursued  with  that,  till  all  the 
modes  of  expression,  which  the  language  allows,  become  fami- 
liar. 

The  third  method  of  contraction  relates  to  words  and  their 
meanings.  A  child  who  learns  the  English  language  by  the  me- 
dium of  the  ear,  may  have  heard  the  word  civilized  spoken  per- 
haps a  hundred  times,  bef^/ro  being  able  perfectly  to  comprehend 
its  meaning.  And  the  reason  is,  either  that  it  was  presented  ;o 
the  mind  before  its  ideas  had  been  sufficiently  developed  to  enable 
it  to  grasp  this  complex  and  abstract  term,  or  had  occurred  in 
vague  and  sometiu^es  conflicti4.g  senses.  In  the  \.ase  of  the  deaf 
mute,  the  repetition  must  be  avoided  by  teaching  the  word  only 
when  the  mind  becomes  capable  of  receiving  the  full  .dea  express- 
ed, and  then  by  presenting  it  in  a  few  well  selected  sentences.  By 
these  means,  he  acquires  a  notion  of  the  meaning  of  the  word, 
more  justly  and  accurate,  than  the  great  majority  of  people  caa 
be  said  to  possess. 
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Neither  can  the  instructor  of  deaf  mutes  cause  the  circumstanoes. 
and  events  of  real  life  to  appear  in  his  school-room  as  he  may 
vant  them,  and  thus  teach  his  pupils  how  to  express  those  rcla* 
tions  in  writing.  But  he  possesses  in  a  great  measure  a  substi- 
tute for  them  in  natural  and  colloquial  signs^  By  the  skilful  use 
of  the  signs,  which  are  daiiy  employed  by  the  pupils,  he  may 
cause  to  be  reproduced  before  his  class,  the  occurrences  and  rela* 
tions  of  actual  life.  He  may  effect  a  complete  delusion  in  their 
minds;  and  they  will  imagine,  for  the  moment,  that,  instead  of 
seeing  a  vivid  representation  of  events,  they  are  beholding  the 
events  themselves. 

To  illustrate  this  point,  (for  it  is  one  of  great  practical  impor- 
tance in  the  instruction  of  deat  mutes,)  let  it  be  supposed  that  an 
instructor  should  wish  to  produce  the  following  sentence :  ^*  a 
horse  runs  away  with  a  boy,  throws  him  off,  and  kills  him.''  It 
is  not  at  all  probable  that  such  a  combination  of  circumstances 
would  occur  at  the  moment,  and  thus  enable  him  to  take  his  pupih 
lo  the  window  and  point  them  out  He  must  have  recourse,  then 
to  signs.  It  is  immaterial  what  selection  of  place  and  circum- 
stance is  made,  provided  only,  that  the  facts  to  be  enunciated  *are 
clear  and  prominent  The  scene  of  the  occurrence  may  be  Taid  in 
the  city*  The  boy  is  riding  slowly  along,  staring  at  the  multitude 
of  new  objects  which  meet  his  view,  and  wholly  forgetful  of  his 
horse.  Suddenly  a  military  company  appears  from  a  cross  street, 
with  drums  beating,  and  colors  flying.  The  horse  becomes  fright- 
ened and  beyond  control.  He  dashes  through  the  street  at  a  furi- 
ooi  rate.  The  boy  clings  to  the  saddle,  but  is  at  length  thrown 
with  violence  on  the  pavement  The  blood  is  seen  spouting  from 
his  mouth  and  nostrils.  People  gather  around,  and  raise  him  up. 
They  feel  his  pulse,  but  it  has  ceased,  and  breath  of  life  is  gone. 
The  boy  is  dead. 

During  this  description,  the  class  are  lookiag  most  intently  on  the 
instructor.  Every  eye  is  fixed  and  every  oountanance  fiill  of  ex- 
pression* He  has  now  obtained  every  thing  for  which  he  labored. 
Their  ideas  and  notions  of  the  fact  are  as  clear  and  explicit  as  his 
own;  and  it  only  remains  to  express  them  by  written  language. 
To  imagine,  as  some  have  done,  that  this  process  of  writing  is  a 
translation  of  signs  into  language,  is  wholly  erroneous.  It  is  no 
more  a  translation  than  the  same  expression  of  a  speaking  child 
vrould  be,  when  the  casualty  should  actually  occur. 
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Such  is  the  chief  ase  nMde  of  signs  as  a  means  of  teaching  kn- 
gnage  in  the  New-York  Institution.  As  a  means-  of  methodical 
translation^  for  they  may  be  made  such  to  a  certain  extent,  they 
are  looked  upon  as  a  hindrance  to  the  progress  of  the  pupils  As 
a  means,  on  the  contrary^  of  producing  ideas,  of  picturing  forth 
iacts,  and  their  relations^  they  are  regarded  as  not  only  invaluable 
but  essentially  necessary*  At  the  same  time  it  is  considered  far 
preferable  to  impart  forma  of  expression,  from  occurrences  them* 
selves,  in  cases  where  it  ia  practicable,  rather  than  from  their  re- 
presentation by  signs.  Intelligent  mothers  have  an  advantage  in 
this  respect^  which  is  rarely  thought  of. 

To  return  to  practical  details.  The  class  have  already  the  sen- 
tence, "cat  eats  meat.""  This  may  be  called  z.  formula  for  ali 
sentences,  where  a  like  simple  action,  with  the  same  class  of  verbs, 
is  to  be  expressed.  It  is  an  exen>plificauon  of  three  general  rules 
of  grammar,  and  the  pupil  should  be  taught  that  the  same  princi- 
ple of  construction,  on  which  that  sentence  is  fonnded,  extends 
throughout  the  language.  It  should  be  to  him  the  enunciation-  of  a 
genera/  lam*  It  is  not  indeed  expressed  by  scholastic  phraseok^y 
and  arbitrary  technicalities,  but  what  to  him  is  far  better,  is  a  visi- 
ble and  permanent  illustration* 

At  this  stage  ef  instruction,  two  practical  rules,  which  naturally 
result  from  the  principles  stated  above,  are  introduced  and  acted 
on,  and  henceforth  continued  throughout  the  whole  coarse.  The 
first  is,  to  divide  difficulties  as  much  as  possible,  and  always  to  pre- 
sent them  one  by  one  to  the  attention  of  the  pupils.*  The  second 
is,  to  select  such  words  and  sentences  to  be  taught  as  shall  readily 
fall  within  the  bounds  of  the  pupiKs  comprehension. 

The  range  of  thought  in  the  minds  of  the  great  body  of  unedo- 
cated  deaf  mutes  is  of  the  most  limited  chafacter.  Their  ideas 
rest  almost  entirely  on  the  visible  objects  which  they  see  about 
them.  Of  the  thousand  relations  by  which  these  objects  are  con- 
nected, the  deaf  mute  selects  only  the  most  simple  and  obvious. 
It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  first  expressions  which  are  laughl 
must  be  proportionably  simple. 

In  the  course,  of  which  we  are  giving  an  account,  the  second 
sentence  selected  is,  ''cat  eats  rat,"  differing,  as  will  be  seen, 
from  the  former,  only  in  the  change  of  the  objective  case.     The 
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class  eagerly  recognize  the  fact,  and  promptly  write  down  its  ciyN 
responding  expression.  Several,  however,  invert  the  order  of  the 
words  and  make  it  appear,  **  rat  eats  cat.'"  Those  who  have  com* 
mitted  this  mi^nke  are  required  to  write  the  firtft  sentence,  and 
«re  then  told  that  the  word  cat,  expressing  the  agent,  must  occupy 
the  same  position  in  hoth  instances.  On  one  occasion,  after  having 
corrected  the  second  sentence,  and  it  had  been  a  few  times  repeat^ 
«ed  in  writing,  one  of  the  class  broke  out  with  the  expression,  that 
^^  he  had  seen  a  cat  eating  a  hen.""  As  several  others  testified  to 
the  fact,  they  were  permitted  to  write  the  sentence  expressing  that 
also.  In  this  v^y,  the  process  of  instruction  is  carried  on^:  new 
agents  are  sedected,  such  as  dog,  cow,  man,  etc,  and  the  class  are 
required  to  mention,  by  signs,  their  respective  articles  of  food. 
The  teacher  writes  their  names  as  it  becomes  necessary^  and  the 
cass  construct  the  sentences.  The  verb  originally  selected  triiould 
be  regained  for  a  considerable  time,  in  order  to  prevent  confusion* 
Other  verbs  of  easy  •comprehension,  such  as  lift^  kicky  strike^  Jcc.^ 
are  successivefy  introduced,  as  the  capacity  and  progress  of  th« 
class  wiU  admit 

The  ^eSkci  of  teaching  i^ntences  instead  of  individual  words  is 
found  to  be  of  the  happiest  character.  It  isaoon  discovered  by  the 
pupils,  that  every  perfect  expression  must  include  some  word  re- 
presenting an  action,  and  belonging  to  no  visible  object  And  fre- 
quently, at  very  early  periods  of  instruction,  they  have  themselves 
made  the  inquiry,  what  word  expressive  of  action;  or,  as  it  is 
called  in  grammar,  what  verb  it  was  necessary  to  use  to  express 
this  or  that  idea*  The  vocabulary  of  nouns  is  also  constantly  in* 
creasing,  and  at  the  end  of  a  few  woeks  they  become  possessed  of 
a  considerable  number  of  words. 

They  are  now  required,  during  the  hours  of  study  in  the  even* 
ing,  to  produce  without  assistance,  a  certain  number  of  written 
sentences.  These  are  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  instructor, 
v^hen  school  commences  in  the  morning,  and  the  mistakes  which 
have  been  made  are  corrected.  This  exercise  is  valuable  both  to 
the  instructor  and  the  pupils;  to  the  latter,  inasmuch  as  it  throws 
them  for  the  time  on  their  own  resources;  to  the  former,  as  it  gives 
faim  the  means  of  estimating  the  difference  between  the  minds  of 
his  pupils.  Some  of  them  will  exhibit  great  ingenuity  in  express* 
ing  a  variety  of  ideas,  with  their  limited  stock  of  words.  Others 
again  will  merely  produce  a  copy  of  what  the  instructor  has  taught 
them  in  the  school-room. 
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The  formation  of  the  plural  may  aow  with  advanti^  be  com- 
menced.  A  pin,  or  tome  other  comrooD  object,  with  which  they 
are  already  famiKar,  is  held  before  them,  and  they  are  told  to 
write  its  name.  They  instantly  do  so.  The  teacher  now  bor* 
rows  several  pine  from  the  class,  and  telts  them  n^gaiJi  to  give  the 
name.  They  all  write  a  fin^  as  before.  On  turning  round  to  the 
instructor,  they  find  by  the  expression  of  his  countenance,  that 
they  have  written  incorrectly*  What  the  mistake,  may  be,  tbev 
are  unable  even  to  coojecturo*  To  explain  this  the  teacher  pats  one 
pin  in  the  pakn  of  one  hand  and  several  in  the  palm  of  the  other, 
and  asks  them  what  is  the  diflercnce  between  the  two..  Some  of 
them  will  promptly  answer,  that  in  one  hand  he  has  many  pins,  and 
in  the  other  only  one.  He  hnmediately  writes  the  word  pins  on  the 
slate,  and  pointing  to  the  letter  5,  in  which  it  differs  from  the  singalar, 
which  they  first  learned,  makes  the  sign  for  many,  which  they 
themselves  have  given.  Most  of  his  pupils  will  understand  it  at 
once:  it  is  taught  to  the  others  by  a  few  repetitiona*  The  class 
are  also  now  taught  that  a  pin  means  one  pin,  and  that  when  they 
wish  to  speak  of  but  one  object,  the  use  of  the  letter  d  before  the 
word  will  point  it  out  They  are  then  required  to  present  the  sin- 
gular and  plural  of  all  the  words  which  they  have  committed  to 
memory,  in  the  following  mamier: 

A  pin, 
A  dog, 
A  fox, 


An  ox. 


pms, 
dogs, 
foxes, 
oxen,  etc. 


Irregular  plurals  are  so  arbitrary  that  they  must  be  retained  try 
a  direct  effort  of  memory. 

The  article  an  is  also,  for  some  time,  learned  from  use,  rather 
than  from  a  knowledge  of  the  rule.  Later  in  the  course,  the  rea* 
son  is  explained,  and  the  pupils  are  required  to  select  between  the 
words  a  and  aa,  and  apply  them  to  new  words. 

These  processes  all  relate  to  the  acquirement  of  written  Ian* 
guage.  But  there  is  another  process,  which,  at  this  stage  of  in- 
struction, should  be  put  into  daily  requisition.  It  consists  in  lead- 
ing the  mind  of  the  deaf  mute  off  from  present  visible  objects,  to 
which  it  so  firmly  clings,  and  fixing  it  on  former  scenes,  which 
have  been  presented  to  his  senses.  He  may  be  questioned,  for  in- 
stance, on  the  appearance  of  his  parents,  the  number  of  his  bro- 
thers and  sisters,  the  color  and  other  particulars  in  relation  to  the 
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hoase  io  which  he  formerly  resided,  the  conveyaiices  by  which  he 
came  to  the  Institution,  && 

The  religious  instruction  also,  which  is  commenced  at  this  time, 
is  attended  with  the  same  result,  viz:  that  of  leading  his  thoughts 
beyond  the  range  of  sensible  objects.  For  though  it  can  not  be 
supposed  that  he  will  at  once  fully  comprehend  the  idea  of  the  ex- 
istence of  God,  which,  previously,  he  had  never  even  suspected, 
Xet  the  very  attempt  to  think  of  spirit  apart  from  the  living  body: 
of  a  being,  to  whom  the  obstacles  of  sense,  present  not  the  least 
hindrance,  who  is  present  in  all  places  at  the  same  time,  and  whose 
eye  is  upon  us  in  the  dark  night,  as  well  as  in  the  broad  sunshine, 
gives  to  the  mind  a  conscious  and  evident  enlargement  As  a 
means,  therefore,  of  intellectual  development  simply,  it  is  con- 
sidered to  be  of  the  highest  importance,  to  acquaint  the  pupils  with 
the  knowledge  of  revealed  truth.  And  when  to  this  is  added  its 
influence  on  their  future  destiny,  the  neglect  of  imparting  such 
truth  can  be  accompanied  only  by  positive  and  lasting  guilt. 

A  great,  and  it  is  believed,  deserved  prominence  has  hence  been 
given  to  religious  instruction.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  fore- 
noon of  Saturday  is  statedly  devoted  to  the  communication  of  re- 
ligions truth,  on  which,  during  the  Sabbath,  the  pupils  have  the 
opportunity  of  reflecting,  preparatory  to  the  review  and  examina- 
tion on  the  succeeding  Monday.  Prayers  are  regularly  held  in 
the  chapel  twice  a  day,  at  which  times,  a  verse  of  scripture  is  ex- 
plained and  illustrated,  followed  by  a  prayer  to  the  throne  of  grace 
in  the  language  of  signs.  Two  religious  services  also  are  perform- 
ed on  the  Sabbath,  which  correspond  to  those  ordinarily  appropri- 
ated to  that  day,  with  the  exception  only  that  signs  are  used  in- 
stead of  words,  and  that  the  singing  is  of  course  omitted. 

These  exertions,  the  board  are  happy  to  say,  are  not  without 
their  results.  The  principles  of  duty  begin,  even  at  an  early  pe- 
riod of  instruction,  to  exercise  a  visible  influence  on  the  conduct 
of  the  pupils.  They  constitute  one  of  the  strongest  grounds  of 
appeal  in  the  government  of  the  Institution,  and  are  rarely  found 
to  fail  of  their  legitimate  efiect.  In  the  case  of  some,  such  grati- 
fying evidence  is  given  of  a  genuine  and  radical  change  in  their 
aflfections,  that  the  board  confidently  cherish  the  hope,  that  they 
have  indeed  been  taught  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  compared  with  which, 
all  other  knowledge  sinks  into  insignificance,  and  without  which  it 
is  nearly  useless. 
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To  return  to  the  intellectual  department  of  education.  The 
class  are  now  supposed,  after  two  or  three  months  of  instraction, 
to  have  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  construction  of  a 
simple  sentence,  and  a  certain  number  of  words  which  they  are 
able  to  unite  without  confusion.  AdJ€ctioe$  are  the  next  class  of 
words  to  be  taught.  As  they  nerer  stand  alone  in  language,  a 
fundamental  principle  with  respect  to  them  is,  that  they  should 
never  be  presented  alone,  but  always  in  combination  with  some 
word  which  they  qualify.  The  method  adopted  to  give  the  pu- 
pils a  knowledge  of  this  class  of  words  is  the  following: 

If  tho  instructor  wishes  to  begin  with  the  word  block,  and  should 
select  his  hat  for  the  first  instance,  his  class  would  doubtless  "write 
nothing  but  simply,  a  hat.  Supposing  him  to  have  obtained  a 
u)hiie  hat^  on  presenting  it  to  the  class,  they  would  again  merely 
write,  a  hat.  He  now  places  the  two  hats  beside  each  other,  and 
calls  the  attention  of  his  pupils  to  the  fact,  that  they  are  not  in  all 
respects  alike.  He  will  not  be  compelled  to  state  in  what  they 
differ,  for  some  of  them  will  instantly  tell  him,  that  the  one  is 
black  and  the  other  white.  Holding  the  first  prominently  up  to 
view,  he  writes  on  his  own  slate,  a  black  hat  The  class  of  course 
copy  it,  and  most  of  them  comprehend  the  idea  that  the  new  word 
black  represents  the  difference  which  exists  between  that  hat  and 
the  one  beside  it.  It  would  be  highly  unsafe,  however,  to  trust 
to  a  single  instance  for  the  full  comprehension  of  this  or  any  ether 
division  of  language.  Other  examples  must  be  presented,  suffi- 
cient to  allow  the  dullest  pupil  to  make  a  full  deduction  of  the 
meaning  and  laws  of  this  new  part  of  speech. 

The  noun  with  its  qualifying  adjective,  is  next  incorporated 
into  sentences,  as  ^'  a  boy  sees  a  black  hat ;"  ^^  a  man  tears  a  black 
coat ;''  etc.  etc.  The  greatest  degree  of  patience  on  the  part  of 
the  instructor  is  necessary;  for  it  is  evidently  a  work  of  conside- 
rable mental  labor,  for  even  the  most  intelligent  pupils  to  retain 
four  words  at  once  in  the  memory,  and  to  arrange  them  in  their 
proper  collocation.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise,  therefore,  that 
the  sentences  are  sometimes  written  incorrectly,  as  '*  a  boy  sees 
a  hat  black,''  "a  boy  sees  black  a  hat,"  &c.  The  only  remedy  in 
such  cases  consists  in  pointing  out  the  fact  and  repeating  it,  that 
the  two  words  mean  only  one  object,  and  must  stand  in  the  same 
order  in  which  they  were  first  taught. 


No.  288.]  23 

The  opposite  of  black,  viz :  whiiey  is  the  next  adjective  selected, 
and  its  meaning  and  proper  place  in  a  sentence  are  communicated 
in  a  similar  manner.  The  same  course  is  pursued  for  some  time 
with  the  more  obvious  qualities  of  objects,  taking  care,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  select  such  objects  as  are  already  before  the  class,  or 
may  be  easily  brought  before  them.  The  instructor  is  thus  ena* 
bled  to  bring  them  strongly  into  contrast^  without  which  it  would, 
be  nearly  a  hopeless  task  to  make  this  class  of  words  comprehend- 
ed. It  also  relieves  him  from  the  necessity  of  making  signs,  which 
have  the  disadvantage  of  leading  the  pupil  to  suppose,  from  seeing 
one  sign  made  for  the  noun,  and  another  for  the  adjective,  that 
two  objects  are  intended. 

■ 

Pronouns  are  introduced  at  this  stage  of  instruction,  although 
they  may  be  deferred  to  a  later  period  without  disadvantage,  if 
thought  desirable.  No  peculiar  difficulty  is  experienced  in  teach- 
ing this  class  of  words,  though  mistakes  are  of  course  made,  and 
errors  committed,  which  require  to  be  corrected.  One  of  the 
most  common  of  these  consists  in  confounding  the  first  and  second 
persons,  /and  you. 

The  instructor  points  to  himself  and  writes  /,  and  pointing  to 
the  class,  writes  the  word  you.     They  very  naturally  imagine 
that  /  is  the  proper  name  of  their  teacher;  and  should  he  strike 
his  foot  against  a  desk,  they  would  all  write  ^'I  kick  a  desk." 
This,  however,  may  be  easily  remedied,  by  calling  up  each  of  the 
class  successively  to  the  slate,  and>equiring  them  to  write  /,  while 
pointing  to  themselves.     To  fix  the  idea  still  more  strongly  in  the 
mind,  they  may  be  required  to  perform  a  few  simple  actions,  and 
to  produce  their  corresponding  expressions.     They  will  manifest 
great  interest  in  .the  exercise,  and  sentences  like  the  following  are 
written  with  comparative  ease:  I  carry  a  slate,  I  see  boys,  I  kick 
the  floor,  etc.     A  similar  process  fs  employed  in  explaining  the 
pronoun  yoti,  and  impressing  it  on  the  memory.     It  is  not,  howe- 
ver, till  some  time  after  the  class  have  learned  to  use  the  words 
correctly,  that  they  cease  to  wonder  that  their  instructor  has  two 
names,  and  that  they  are  required  to  call  him  you,  while  he  al- 
ways calls  himself  /. 

.  Possesrioe  and  demonstrative  pronouns  are  treated  as  adjectives, 

m 

and  are  easily  acquired.  The  first  are  interesting,  as  expressing 
in  language  for  the  first  time  to  the  deaf  mute  the  idea  of  proper- 
ty.   A  little  patience  is  necessary  in  overcoming  the  disposition 
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of  the  pupils  to  write  a  my  slatCj  a  your  waichy  etc,  which  they 
acquire  from  learning  that  a  prefixed  to  a  word  signifies  one. 
Another  mistake  which  is  universally  made,  after  having  been  told 
the  names  of  the  towns  in  which  their  parents  respectively  reside, 
is  to  say  my  TVoy,  my  Mbany^  &c.  These  trifling  errors,  howe- 
ver,  disappear  after  being  a  few  times  pointed  out  and  corrected. 

Prepondons  are  next  introduced.  The  deaf  and  dumb  have  no 
signs  for  this  part  of  speech,  and  it  is  one  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples  in  the  New- York  Institution  to  use  no  signs  in  the  school 
room  which  are  not  employed  by  the  pupils  in  familiar  conversa- 
tion among  themselves.  This,  however,  is  a  matter  of  small  mo- 
ment, provided  they  can  be  taught  to  use  these  connectives  in  lan- 
guage correctly.  The  method  at  present  pursued,  and  which  has 
been  attended  with  marked  success,  is,  to  lead  the  pupil  from  an 
induction  of  repeated  and  well  selected  instances  to  form  an  idea 
of  the  proper  meaning  and  employment  of  this  new  class  of  wonb, 
and  afterwards  to  trust  to  his  own  judgment  for  their  proper  use. 

After  the  exercises  on  the  prepositions  have  been  continued  a 
sufficient  time  for  the  class  to  discriminate  with  considerable  acco- 
racy  between  them,  the  instruction  in  the  nature  and  use  of  txtroa- 
Jtlfoe  verh$  is  commenced.  At  first,  they  are  always  united  to 
prepositions,  which  are  thus  brought  into  constant  use,  at  the  same 
time  that  the  distinction  between  transitive  and  intransitive  verbs 
is  in  this  manner  distinctly  presented.  In  a  short  time  the  two 
classes  of  verbs  become  equally  familiar  to  the  pupils,  and  they  use 
each,  without  assistance,  with  equal  facility  and  correctness. 

To  illustrate  this,  suppose  the  instructor  should  make  a  few  signs 
in  connection  to  his  class,  which  literally  translated,  would  be  re- 
presented by  the  words,  ctly,  off  there^  rail-car^  /,  and  in  the  order 
in  which  they  are  here  presented.  The  class  would  comprehend 
the  idea  intended,  as  perfectly  as  the  teacher  himself  for  every  one 
of  them  has  either  used  the  expression,  or  seen  it  used,  perhaps,  a 
hundred  times,  It  only  remains  to  be  reduced  to  a  written  form. 
They  instantly  turn  to  their  slates,  and  the  perfect  sentence  n 
soon  completed — Tou  ride  in  a  rail-car  to  the  cUy.  The  more  in- 
telligent pupils  write  the  sentence  as  rapidly  as  the  instructor  him- 
self could  do  it  To  accomplish  this,  however,  demands  a  total  in- 
version of  the  order  in  which  the  idea  occurs  to  the  mind  of  the 
deaf  mute,  and  a  recurrence  to  principles  previously  communi- 
cated.   Before  the  sentence  can  be  written,   it  is  necessary  to 


determine  the  nominative  case,  the  verb  to  be  used,  whether  it  is 
transitive  or  intransitive;  if  the  latter,  what  preposition  is  requi- 
red, and  in  the  present  case,  what  preposition  is  to  be  connected 
with  the  last  objective,  city.  Sometimes  these  inquiries  are  made 
by  the  instructor,  but  more  frequently  the  class  are  left  to  their 
own  unaided  efforts. 

• 

In  this  way,  not  merely  the  memory  of  the  pupil,  but  his  judg- 
ment also  is  called  into  active  and  constant  exercise.  It  is  almost 
^leedless  to  remark,  that  a  pupil,  who,  as  far  as  practicable,  habitu- 
ally uses  his  own  judgment,  will  make  more  rapid  progress  in  the 
acquisition  of  language,  than  one  who  has  been  accustomed  to  re- 
iy  whelly  on  that  of  his  instructor. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  verb  to  be  has  not  been  mentioned  in  the 
course,  of  which  an  account  has  been  given.  The  reason  is,  that 
it  has  not  been  used,  and  no  attempts  have  been  made  to  teach  it. 
Its  many  and  complicated  uses,  both  grammatical  and  metaphysi- 
cal, are  too  difBcult  to  be  explained  till  after  the  pupils  have  acqui- 
red more  strength  of  mind  and  fixedness  of  attention,  than  ihey 
possess  at  the  early  stages  of  instruction*  If  it  is  the  first  verb 
which  is  learned,  the  class  regard  it,  if  indeed  they  attach  any 
sneaning  to  it,  as  simply  expressive  of  assertion,  and  when  other 
verbs  have  been  acquired,  the  instructor  is  forced  to  witness  such 
jBontences  as  ''.  a  man  is  whips  a  boy  ;^'  **  a  gentleman  is  goes  to  the 
city,^  &C.  To  avoid  ihis  difficulty,  so  universal  and  so  perplexing 
to  the  teacher,  the  auxiliary  verb  is  not  used  till  at  least  after  six 
or  eight  months  of  instruction. 

iBdverbs^  the  next  class  of  words  with  which  the  pupils  are  made 
acquainted,  are  always  presented  with  the  verbs  which  they  quali- 
fy, and  never  alone,  and  the  consequence  is,  that  not  only  their 
sneanings  are  learned,  but  their  proper  position  in  a  sentence. 

If,  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  mentioned,  the  class  are 
instructed  in  the  simple  past  and  future  tenses  of  the  verbs  which 
they  have  learned,  and  a  corresponding  list  of  adverbs,  denoting 
time,  and  kre  able  to  use  them  with  a  considerable  degree  of  f»- 
oility  and  correctness,  the  course  of  instruction,  included  within 
the  first  year  may  be  considered  as  finished.  During  the  whole 
time,  they  are  frequently  exercised  in  sentences  which  express  ne- 
gation; written  questions  are  put  to  them,  to  which  they  are  requi- 
red to  return  a  written  answer:   often  the  instructor  spells  but  a 
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iingk  word,  on  whieb,  m  a  theme,  they  are  left  to  their  own  pow- 
ers to  construct  a  sentence. 

Som^  easj  elementar j  book  is  aTso  pvt  into  their  bapds^  and 
made  to  a  certain  exteRl,  a  text  book,  though  without  being  allow- 
ed to  interfere  with  the  progressive  advancement  i»  commiMucal- 
ing  the  difficulties  of  language,  marked  out  by  ihe  teacher. 

It  is  manifestly  impossible,  within  the  narrow  Kmits  of  a  report, 
fo  give  a  fall  account  of  the  successive  steps  by  which  the  educa- 
tion of  the  deaf  and  dumb  is  finally  accomplished.  The  task  would 
require  Tolumes.  Even  in  the  sketch  already -given,  a  moititade 
of  processes  have  necessarily  been  passed  oter  la  silence,  and  yet 
the  greater  part  of  the  course  remains  untouched.  It  can  only  be 
said  in  general  terms,  that,  adhering  steadily  to  the  great  princi* 
pies  which  have  been  adopted,  the  attempt  is  constantly  n>ade  to 
ascend  *'  from  the  known  to  the  unknown,  from  the  simple  to  the 
compound,  from  particulars  to  generals,  from  the  sensible  to  the 
abstract."* 

In  addition  to  the  knowfedge  of  language  thiis  acquired  by  the 
pupils,  they  are  instructed  in  geography,  arithmetic,  and  the  prin* 
ciples  of  grammar.  These  last,  instead  ot  being  communicated 
by  grammatical  rules,  which  must  of  necessity  be  duH  and  uninte- 
resting to  the  deaf  mute,  are  presented  under  a  visible  form  by 
nneans  of  certain  fixed  characters,  which  stand  as  their  representa- 
tives. Of  these  an  account  was  given  in  the  last  report,  which 
renders  it  unnecessary  to  enlarge  on  them  here.  The  work  on  ge- 
ography at  present  employed  in  the  institution,  is  that  of  Mr. 
Woodbridge,  which,  from  its  progressive  character*  and  the  great 
use  made  of  engravings  as  means  of  illustration,  is  found  to  be  ie» 
markably  well  adapted  to  the  deaf  and  dumb» 

With  the  view  of  conveying  to  the  pupils  a  still  greater  amount 
of  knowledge,  and  of  kindling  in  their  minds  a  longing  to  becooie 
more  acquainted  with  the  history  of  ages  past  and  present,  and 
with  the  phenomena  of  nature,  a  course  of  semi-wcekiy  lectures 
on  subjects  which  are  supposed  to  be  best  adapted  to  the  condition 
and  wants  of  the  pupils,  has  been  continued  for  more  than  a  year 
and  a  half,  and  are  considered  as  forming  a  permanent  part  of  the 
system  of  education.    In  addition  to  the  subjects  enumerated  in 

^  Desertndo. 
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the  two  previous  repoiis,  that  of  biography,  comprising  an  acconnt 
of  the  most  eminent  and  useful  metij  has  during  the  past  year  beea 
commenced. 

The  board  by  bo  means  olatrA  that  the  system  and  processes  of  in- 
struction, of  which  an  account  has  thus  been  submitted,  are  at  length 
absolutely  perfect.  They  are  fully  aware  that  perfection,  especially 
in  the  difficult  art  of  echication,  can  be  secured  only  by  an  extensive 
Acquaintance  with  different  methods  employed  by  instructors,  and  a 
•comparison  of  their  respective  merits.  And  while  they  cannot  re- 
proach themselves  with  having  been  inattentive  to  the  important 
object  of  putting  it  into  the  power  of  their  teadiers  to  acquire  stfck 
informationi  and  to  make  these  comparisons,  (as  will  jnore  fully 
4ippear  from  the  list  of  books  at  present  in  their  possession,  here- 
with submitted,)  they  feel  that  nouch  on  this  point  yet  remains  to 
be  doneJ  They  pur^pose,  therefore,  to  obtain  as  far  as  possible, 
aiot  only  the  annual  reports  of  foreign  institetions,  but  likewise  the 
vrorks  which  have  been  or  which  may  be  issued  in  this  and  in  foreign 
countries  oq  the  subject  of  deaf  mute  instruction.  In  this  ananner^ 
they  hope  that  the  improvement  in' the  education  ^tf  the  pupils,  wiU 
be  as  marked  and  constant,  as  the  liberality  of  the  Legislature  has 
been  distinguished  and  generous. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

JAMES  MlLNOBv  PtesidenL 
H.  P.  PcBV^  SeartiwTjf. 
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In  the  New- York  Institution  for  the  instruction  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  December  81,  1834. 

State  Pupils. 

First  District.  RESIDENCE. 

NunM.  Town.  County. 

Robert  Leeder,  •  •  • New-York, New-York. 

Ellen  Martin, Albany, Albany. 

James  McGowan, New- York, New- York. 

Franklin  Howell,  •••••••,•  Brook-Haven,  • ,  •  Suffolk. 

Jeremiah  W.  Conklin,  • . « .  •  Huntington, do 

Nathan  M.  Totten,  •••••..         do  ....        do 

Frances  P.  Hammond,  •  • .  •  New- York,  •  • . .  •   New-YorL 

Charlotte  Howell, Brook-Haven, .  •  •  Suffolk. 

John  Thompson, New- York,  • .  •  •  •   New- York. 

Josiah  Jones,  ••••••• do         ••••••         do 

Catharine  Conner, do         ••••••  do 

Andrew  Pierce, •         do         do 

Second  District. 

John  Larmer, Mamaroneck,  . .  •  Westchester. 

Charles  Westcott, Clarkson,  .••••••  Monroe. 

Abel  B.  Baker......  •••••.  Newbur^, Orange. 

Mary  M.  Crain, •  • .  •  Pharsalia,  ....  .  •  Chenango. 

David Bise,. ••••••• ......   Austerlitz, Columbia. 

Maria  Emeigh, •  •  •  • .   Woodstock,  •  •  •  •  •  Ulster. 

Joseph  H.  Smith,  ••.•••...   Warwick, Orange. 

Elias  Johnson, • New-Paltz,  .....  Ulster. 

Jerusha  Wiley,  ....  ••••..   Clinton,  • Dutchess. 

John  Benedict, •  • . .  •   Walton, Delaware. 

Emeline  Banks, do     do 

Rhoda  Worden, New-Paltz,  .  •  • . «  Ulster. 

Taber  Bentley, Union  Vale, .....  Dutqhess» 

Third  District. 

Betsey  Martin, Albany, Albany. 

Gilbert  C.  W.  Gamage,  ...  New- York, New-xork/ 
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RESIDENCE. 

Nunai.  Towft.  Cooatf. 

Eliza  Stewart, Hillsdale,   Columbia. 

William  Rossman, Livingston, do 

Peter  Siver, Guilderland,  » •  •  •   Albany. 

Patrick  O'Brien, Troy, Rensaelaer. 

Abraham  Conklin, Coeymans, Albany. 

Frances  Gennet, Albany do 

Sosan  Bortle, «••«  Coxsackie, Greene. 

Laura  Williams, Troy, Rensselaer. 

Ann  Maria  Mullen, •  •  Athens,  ••••••••  Greene. 

Jacob  Lagrange,  • •  New*Scotland,  •  •  Albany. 

Mary  Dryer, Oak-Hill, Greene. 

Fourth  District. 

Joel  J.  Strong, Malone,  ••••••••  Franklin* 

Jonathan  Vanscoy, Greenville, Greene. 

Ira  Lewis, • Preston, Chenango. 

Robert  Cummings, Putnam, Washington. 

William  P.  Pbinney, ....  . .  Champlain, Clinton. 

George  Steele, Mooers, do 

Mary  Jane  Smith, •   De  Kalb, St  Lawrence. 

Catharine  White, Plattsburgh,  •  •  •  •  Clinton. 

William  Varino, do         •••«  do 

Joseph  H.  Perrigo, Greenwich, Washington. 

Eleanor  Reid, •  •  •  •     Argyle, do 

Martha  Sweet, Moreau, Saratoga. 

Joanna  Perrigo, .  •  •  •  ••••••  Greenwich, Washington. 

Piftk  Diitriet. 

Daniel  Johnson, •  •  •  •  Otselic, Chenango. 

Ann  Reeves, • New-York,  •  •  •  •     New- York. 

Isaac  Bragff, Watertown, Jefferson. 

John  H.  Atkins, Troy, •••••   Rensselaer. 

Eliza  Ann  Cornell,  •  • Busti, Cbautauque. 

Timothy  Pickering,  ••««•••  Chateaogay,  •  •  •  •  Franklin. 

Lydia  A.  Atwater, do         •  •  •  •         do 

Sarah  E.  Griswoid, Utica, •••••  Oneida. 

James  A.  Watterson,  •  •  •  •  •  Vernon, do 

Miranda  Chapin, Rutland,  Jeflferson. 

Marcus  Whitney, Henderson, do 

Alonzo  Lum, Ellisburgh, do 

Mary  Holt, •••  ••  Little-Falls, Herkimer. 

Sixth  Diitrict. 

Monica  Richards, Parma, Monroe. 

Anson  F.  Paige, Owego, Tioga. 

Jason  Vanscoy, Greenville, Greene. 

Lovinus  B.  Taylor, Harpersfield,  • .  •  •  Delaware. 

Mary  Ann  Dickinson, Westchester,.  •  •  •  Westchester. 

Juliette  Dickinson,  •.•••.••  do  •  •  do 

Hiram  T.  Lockwood, Colesville,  ••••••  Broome. 
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RESIDENCE. 

Names.  Town.  Countj. 

Jane  Arnold,  ••••• Tyrone, Steuben. 

EInora  Brockway, •  CortlandViliei  •  •  •  Cortland. 

Harriet  Denton,  • Newfield,% Tompkins. 

Susan  WestSott,  • « Ithaca, do 

Sophia  Main, Norwich Chenango. 

Seventh  District. 

Jane  Vanscoy,  •  •  • Greenville,  • Greene. 

Roaetta  Crooker, Oyster  Bay,  •  •  •  •  Queens. 

Lucien  D.  Wood, Auburn, Cayuga. 

Martha  Laniperson, Huntington, Suftblk. 

Charlotte  A.  Reed, Sodus, Wayne. 

Isaac  Garrett, « •  •  •   Williamson, do 

Lyman  Husted,  ••••• Manlius,  Onondaga. 

* 

Eighth  District. 

Ransom  Driscali, Greene,  • Chenango. 

Thomas  Wilson,  •  •  •  •  • Portland, Chautauque. 

Jane  Milhench, New-York, New- York. 

Emery  Munger, Warsaw, Genesee. 

Margaret  Karnes, Leicester, •  Livingston. 

Harriet  N.  Smith, ••  Pomfret,  •• Chautauque. 

Louis  Barry, Gates, •  •  Monroe. 

James  Day, •  •  •  Greene,  ••.••••-         do 

Cornelius  H.  Reynolds,  •••  Belfast, Allegany. 

Phebe  Qsborn, •  Castile,.  ••• Genesee. 

John  W;  Oliphant, Lock  port, Niagara. 

Pupils  supported  by  the  supervisors  of  the  countj  of 

New- York. 

George  W.  Swan,      New- York.  Loisa  Young,      New- York. 

John  Shotwell,  do  Mary  Trainer,  do 

Timothy  D.  Townsend,  do  Sarah  E.  Wayland,    do 

Caroline  Bennet,  do  Mary  A.  WaylanJ,    do 

Francis  McCommisky,    do  Nicholas  Parrel,         do 
Harriei  C.  Ganu^,        do 

Supported  by  the  commissioners  of  the  ahns-house. 

Mary  Ann  Laabscher,  •  •  •  •  New-YoiL 

Pupils  supported  by  the  Legislature  of  New- Jersey. 

Hannah  Webster, Plainfield,  .•••••  Middlesex. 

JamesNoe, Perth  Amboy,.*.        do 

Elizabeth  Williams, /  Orange,  .•••••••  Essex. 

Elizabeth  Harrison, do     do 

Catharine  S.  Rogers, •  Cedar  Creek,  •  •  •  •  Monmouth. 
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RESIDENCE. 

NuDM.  Town.  Coo&ty. 

Sarah  Stelle« Brunswick. 

Margaret  Tice, Patterson, Middlesex. 

Pupils  supported  by  the  New-Tork  Femide  Associa- 
tion. 

Daniel  Laffertjr, ••••  • Mamaroneck,  •••  Westchester. 

James  Oliver  Clark, Jersey  City. 

Emily  V andell, Staten  Island. 

Pay  Pupils. 

John  Toohey, New- York, New- York. 

Ann  Maria  Mabbett, •  •  •  • . •  Washington,  ....   Dutchess. 

Isabella  Wfison, Newburgh, Orange. 

Alexander  McDugaid, Fayetteville, ....   Moore,  N.  C. 

Eunice  A.  Ivey, •  Newbem,  • N.  Carolina. 

Nathaniel  H.  Wilson, Portsmouth,   ....   Virginia. 

Jane  Latham, York,    Upper  Caoadi. 

Joseph  King  Wilson, ......  Johnsonburg,  •  •  •  •  New-Jersey. 

Elizabeth  Browcr, Patterson, do 

Isaac  Benedict, ^ .  •  •  New-York, New- York. 

Elizabeth  Budd, do         do 

George  W.  Campbell, Cherry-Valley,  • .  Otsego. 

Ann  Sharp, Boston, •  Massachasetti. 

Ralph  Adams, ••••  • •  Livonia, Jefierson. 

Isaac  L.  Vandenburgh,....  Albany, Albany. 

Valentine  Relyea, Greenville,  «.«•••  Greene. 

Cornelia  Relyea, do         do 

Mary  Jane  Davis, Geneva, Ontario. 

Catharine  Lasher, Rcdhook, Dutchess. 

Supported  by  the  Institution. 

Elizabeth  LaSerty, •   Mamaroneck,  •  • .  Westchester. 

Supported  by  the  supervisors  of  Dutchess  county. 

Susan  Lake, Washington,  .  •  •  •   Dutchess. 

Number  returned  to  the  Legislature,  Dec  81,  1883, 1^ 

Admitted  in  1884, 21 

155 
Dismissed  in  1884, I IS 

Remaining  in  the  Institution,  Docember  81,  1884,. 1^ 


• 


No«  SS8.]  98 

Jfeuh  York  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb^ 
in  account  cun-ent  with  the  treasurer^  from  January  1,  1884,  to 
January  1^  183d. 

Expenditures  in  1834. 

Balance  due  treasurer,  January  1 ,  1 834, •«  07  97 

Paid  alterations  and  improvements  in  main  building  and 

work-shops,  ••••••• «...  8,173  33 

Superintendence,  steward,  garden,  shoemaker  and 

servants,^ « 6,294  63 

Groceries  and  provisions, 5,372  40 

Fuel  and  light, 0G4  09 

Table  linen,  furniture,  beds,  bedding,    crockery, 

and  stoves, 807  00 

Dry  goods  for  clothing  pupils,  and  cash  advanced 

pupils, • 543  03 

Leather  and  findings  for  shoe  shop,. 477  59 

Stable  account,  cart,  cow,  and  smith's  work,.*.*  415  81 

Hard  and  soft  soap,  and  labor  for  washing, 372  28 

Medicine  and  professional  attendance, 273  26 

Expenses  of  delegation  to  Albany,  and  travelling 

on  account  of  pupils,. 276  13 

Printing  annual  report  and  observations,  and  views 

of  building, 256  81 

Insurance, 163  75 

Rent  to  corporation   of  New-York,  and  rent  of 

bush  lot, 150  00 

Books,  slates,  stationary,  carriage  hire,  posta^ 

and  advertising, «.. 180  85 

Garden,  manure,  tools  and  seeds, •  23  08 

Tools  for  cabinet  shop, 25  00 

924,927  40 

Receipts  in  1834. 

Froni  Comptroller  for  State  pupils,    812,269  16 

do              per  act  3d  April,  1834, 5,000  00 

Pay  pupils, 1,727  €0 

Supervisors  of  New- York  by  city  comptroller  for 

county  pupils, 1,430  00 

Treasurer  State  New-Jersey,  for  State  pupils,.  ••  931  42 

Regents  of  the  University,  State  of  New- York,  613  59 

Life  subscriptions  and  donations,.  •••• 455  13 

New-York  Female  Association, 300  00 

Clothing  furnished  pupils, • • 274  19 

Board  of  workmen, •  • .  •  •  229  37 

Proceeds  of  garden  and  place, 222  81 


*• 
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fntereit  on  money  loanedv .«•••  140  (H> 

Safes  of  artidtss  nMnufactured  in  shoe  shop, >35  09 

Over  draught  of  executive  committee, *•• »  fOO  Oft 

Le/racy  of^the  lale  Rev.  John  Stanford,  l>.  D.,..  30  00 

Sales  of  Obs.  on  the  Education  of  Deaf  Mutes, ..»  13  00 

do        Elementary  Eixercises,.  ••.•.. »••»•  600 

Barance  due  the  treasurer^. ^^^.^^^ «- —  ••- T,050  04 

•24,927  40 


1835.  Jan.  !*■  To  balance  due  the  treasurer  this  day,   91,050  01 

The  above  account  has  been  examined  by  the  committee  of 
fioaoce,  and  found  to  be  correct 

B.  L.  WOOLLEY,  Chairmm. 


CATALOGUE 

Of  Books  on  Deaf- Mute  Instruction,  in  the  Library 

of  the  New- York  Institution. 

I.  FRENCH. 

1.  BEBIAN.  L'art  d'enseigner  i  par^er  aux  sourds-maets  de  naissaoce: 
Par  M.  I'Abb^  de  L'Epee  ;  au^ent^  de  notes  explicatires  et  dVa 
avant-propoSy  par  M.^  PAbb^  Sicaro  ;  pr6c€d^  de  Peloge  Eistorique  it 
M.  I'Abb^  de  L'Ep^e. 

2.  ——— .  Mimographie,  ou  essai  d^^ritore  mimique  propre  i  r^giilanser 
le  laogage  des  sourds-muets.    Paris,  1825.  8vo.  pp.  42. 

8.  ..  Journal  de  Pinstruction  des  sourds-muFts,  et  dea  areagks: 

Redig^  par  M.  Bebian.     Paris,  1826.  12mo.  pp.  430. 

4.  .  Manuel  d'enseignement  pratique  des  sourds-maets  i  Par  M. 
Bebian,  ancien  censeur  des  Etudes  de  PinstitutioD  rojale  des  soonb- 
maets  de  Paris,  etc.  Oarrage  adopts  et  public  par  le  conseil  d'adni* 
nistration  de  institution  royale  des  sourds-muets. ;  accon^pagn^  d» 
planches.  Paris,  1827.  2  vols.  1*  vol.  4to.  pp.  204  ;  2*  voL  8to. 
pp.  371. 

5.  ■  .  Education  dea  sourds-muets,  mise  d  la  port^e  des  instituteuis 
primaires  et  de  tous  les  parents  :  Cours  d^instruction  ^<ementaire  dast 
une  suite  d'exercices  ^raidu^s,  expliqu^s  par  des  figures.'  1*^^  Parties 
Principes.     Paris,  1831.  pp.  38. 

?•  BERJAUD.  Exainen  critK^ue- de  cette  question  :  *^Dans  Petat  acted 
des  sciences  m^dicales,  peut  on  rend  re  Pouie  et  la  parole  aux  aouidi-' 
muets  de  nalssance .'''  Par  Jean-Baptiste-Marie  Bebjaud,  Dodeor 
en  M^decine.     Paris,  1827.     1  vol.  4to.  pp.  49: 

8.  D' ASTROS.  Cat^chisme  des  sour Js-nnuets  qui  ne  sa vent  pas  lire :  Pv 

Monseigneor  D'A«tros,  Archev^ue  de  Toulouse.     Pu-is,   1830,    1 
vol.  4v>.  pp.  83. 

9.  DEGEKaNDO.  De  P^ducation  des  sourds-maets  de  natsstnce:  Fv 
M.  Degchakoo,  Membve  da  Plnstitut  de  France,   Adminislnilear  da 


13. 
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Hnstitut  Royal  dei  Sourds-Maete,  «tc.  etc.  Paris,  1827.  2  Tob. 
8vo.  pp.  592,  668. 

10.  DELEAU.  M^moire  sur  la  perforation  de  la  membrane  de  tympana 
Par  DcLEAU  le  jeune.     Paris,  1822.     8vo.  pp.  183. 

11.  .  L'ouTe  et  la  parole  rendues^  Honors  Tr^zel,  aourd-muet  de 

naissance  ;  pi&r&i^  d'on  rapport  &it  ti  I'Acad^mie  des  Scifmcca :  Par 
le  Docteur  Delbau  jeone.     Paris,  1825.  1  vol.  8vo.  pp.  52. 

12.  .  Portrait  et  fac  simile  de  Ti^criture  dhm  jeuoe  sourd-mnet  de 

naissance,  qui  a  recouvr^  i'oui'e  et  la  parole  par  les  soins  du  Docteur 
Deleau  jeune,  Membre  de  I'Acad^mie  Rqyale  de  M^ecine  de  Ma- 
drid, etc.     Paris,  1825.     8vo.  pp.  4. 

Sor  le  cath^terisme  de  la  trompe  d^eustacbe,  et  sur  les  exp^ 

riences  de  M.  Itard  ;  memoire  qui  d^montre  de  I'utilit^  de  lUr  atmo* 
sph^rique  dans  le  trailement  de  diverses  especes  de  surdity :  Par  le 
Docteur  Deleau  jeune.     Paris,  1828.     1  vol.  8vo.  pp.  29. 

14.  .  Refutation  des  assertions  de  M.  Itard  surje  trsitement  des 

soards-muets,  sur  le  perfectionment  de  I'onie,  et  sur  l^^tude  ^  langage 
parte :  Par  le  Docteur  Deleau  jeune.     8vo.  pp.  2A. 

15. Rapport  address^  aux  membres  de  radministration  des  hospices 

de  Parts  :  Par  le  Docteur  Dfxeau  jeune,  M^decin  ^e  I'Hospice  des 
Orphelins  pour  le  traitement  des  maladies  de  Poreille.  Paris,  1829. 
8v«.  pp.  11. 

16.  .  Extraitd'un  on  vragein^dit,  intitule '^  Traitement  des  maladies 

de  Poreille  moyenne  qui  engendrent  la  surdity  ;''  pr^c^d^  de  rapports  4 
TAcad^mie  Royale  des  Sciences.     Paris,  1830.  1  to!.  8vo.  pp.  143. 

17.  .  Exposed  d'uue  non velle  dactyloiogie  alpbabetique  €t  i^llabique» 

indispensable  aux  i^ersonnes  qni  veulent  commencer  I'instruction  des 
sourds-muets :  Memoire  lu  A  TAcadSmie  des  Sciences  -de  Paris  le  14 
D^cembre  1829.     Cambray,  1833.     8ro.  pp.  14. 

18.  DE  L^PEE.  Institution  des  sourds  et  nraets,  ou  recneil  des  exercices 
soutenus  par  les  sourds  et  muets  pendant  les  annSes  1771,  2,  3  et  4  ; 
avec  les  lettres  qui  ont  accompagn^  les  programmes  de  chacun  lie  ces 
exercices.     Paris,  1774.     12mo.  pp.  104. 

19.  .  Institution  des  sourds  et  muets  par  la  voie  des  signes  metho* 
diques ;  ounage  qui  contient  le  projet  d^une  lansue  unirerselle,  par 
Pentremise  des  signes  naturels  assujettis  d  une  methode«  Paris,  1776. 
12mo.  pp.  360. 

^0.  .  La  veritable  maniere  d'lnstruire  les  sourds  et  muets,  confirmee 

par  une  longpe  experience.     Paris,  1784.     12mo.  pp.  343. 

J91.  DESCHAMPS.  Cours  ^l^mentaire  d'^ducation  des  sourds  et  muets : 
Par  M.  I'Abb^  Deschamps,  Chapekin  de  PEdise  dX)rl&ins.  Suivi 
d'une  dissertation  sur  la  parole,  traduite  du  ktin  de  J  ban-Conrad 
Amman,  M^ecin  d'Amsteraam :  Par  M.  Beauvais  i>e  Preau,  Doc- 
teur en  M^ecin  i  Orleans.     P^ris,  1779.     12mo.  pp.  362. 

:22. De  la  maniere  de  suppler  aux  oreilles  par  les  yeux,  pour  ser* 

vir  de  suite  au  Cours  ^^mentaire  d'education  des  sourds  et  muets,  par 
M.  I'Abb^  Deschamps,  Cbapelain  de  I'EgKse  d'Orl&ms,  Instituteur 
des  Sourds  et  Muets.     Paris,  1783.     12mo.  pp.  97. 

^3.  HOFFBAUER.  M^ecine  legale  relative  aux  ali^n^s  et  aux  sourds- 
muets,  ou  les  lois  appliqu^es  aux  d^sordres  de  ^intelligence :  Par  J.  G. 
HoFFBAUER,  Doctcur  en  Droit  et  en  Pbilosophie,  Professeur  A  I'Uni- 
rersite  de  Halle.  Traduit  de  Pallemand,  sur  ht  derni^re  Mttion  :  Par 
A.  M.  Chambetron,  Docteur  en  M^ecine  de  la  Faculty  de  Paris,  etc. 
Avec  des  notes  par  MM.  Esquirol  et  Itard«  Paris,  1827.  870. 
pp.  388. 


W  [Aas 

94.  ITARD.  Rapport  fait  A  aoo  excelleace  le  Ministre  de  I'lnt^riev, 

I<*t  oouveaux  d^veloppemena  et  IVtat  actuel  du  sauvage  de  rAreyron  z 
Par  E.  M.  Itard,  DocteuF  eu  M^decioe,  M^ecin  de  l^iiwitliitioB  iaa* 
p^riale  des  sourds-tnueU.     Paris,  1807.     8vo.  pp.  91. 

25.  .  Traits  des  maladies  de  I'oreille  et  de  PaiiditioD  :  Par  I.  M.  G. 

Itard.     Paris,  1821.     2  vols.  8vo.  pp.  396,  522. 

26.  .  Premiere  rapport  au  cooseil  d 'administration  de  rinctkntm 

royale  des  sourds-muets,  sur  divers  traitemens  tentes  contre  la  suidi- 
mutile  coDg^niale  et  accideotelle :  Par  M.  Itard,  M^ecin  des  Soords* 
mueU. 

27.  ■  Deuxi^me  rapport,  etc.     8vo.  pp.  12. 

28.  .  Troisieme  rapport,  etc.     8vo.  pp.  11. 

29.  .  Premiere,  deuxi^me  et  troisieme  lettre  au  redacteor  du  Globe, 

sur  les  sourds-muets  qui  enlendent  et  qui  parlent.     1826.  4to.  pp.  15. 

30.  .  Observations  sur  les  cornets  acoastiques.     Paris,  1829.   8to. 

pp.  14. 

32.  JAMET.  Mt moires  sur  Tinstrhction  des  soards-muets.  Premier  m^ 
moire  qui  a  ^ie  lu  dans  la  stance  publique  de  FAcad^mie  rojale  dea 
sciences,  arts  et  belles-lettres  de  la  ville  de  Caen  :  Par  M.  PAbbe  J  a* 
MET,  Kecteur  de  I 'Academic  de  Caen,  InsLituteur  des  Sourds-uuefs, 
elc.     Seconde  edition.     Caen,  1824.     8vo.  pp.  96. 

33.  Laurent.  Exercices  de  grammaire  ^I^mentaire,  pour  servir  a  1  ^in- 
struction d'un  jeune  sourd-muet :  Par  Alp.  L**^.  Bloia,  1825.  12nio. 
pp.  181. 

34.  •  La  parole  rendue  aux  sourds-rouets,  ou  essai  sur  I'eDaeigne- 

ment  m^thodique  de  1 'articulation  de  la  voix  :  Par  M.  Alp.  Laurevt, 

.     de  Biois.     P^ris,  1831.     8vo.  pp.  127. 

35.  .  Me  moire  sur  1 'Education  des  sourds-muets.    A  MM.  les  mem- 

bres  du  conseil  d'administration  de  I'iQstitution  royale  des  sourds-mu^a 
de  Paris  :  Par  Alp.  Laurent.     Blois,  1832.     ^vo.  pp.  30. 

36. Des  divers  moyens  de  communication  a  I'usage  des  sourds- 

muets,  et  particuli^rement  de  la  parole :  Par  M.  Alp.  Laurbi«t  de 
Blois,  de  la  Societe  des  sciences  et  des  lettres  de  Blois,  etc.  Blois, 
1833.     8vo.   pp.  20. 

37.  MOREL.  Notice  biographique  sur  I'Abbe  de  L'Epee  :  Par  M.  E.  Mo- 
rel, Professeur  d  I'Institution  royale  des  sourds-muets  de  Paris.  Pans^ 
1^23.     8vo.    pp.  15.  •- 

'38.  MASSIEU.  Nomenclature  ou  tableau  g^n^ral  des  noms,  des  adjectivei 
^nonciatifs,  actifs  et  passifs,  et  des  autres  mots  de  la  langue  firan^aise^ 
etc  :  Par  Jean  Massieu,  Sourd-muet  de  naissance,  Premier  H6p^li- 
teur  de  1' Institution.     Paris,    1808.     l2mo.   pp.  404. 

89.  MONTAIGNE.  Recherches  sur  les  connoissances  intellectuellea  de§ 
sourds-muets,  consid^r^s  par  rapport  i  I'administration  des  sacramens : 
t'ar  M.  I'Abbe  Montaigne,  Ancien  Aum6nier  de  I'Institution  royale 
des  sourds-muets  de  Paris.     Paris,  1818.     8vo.  pp.  81. 

40.  PAULMIER.  Le  sourd-muet  civilis^,  ou  coup-d^o^il  sur  Pinstmction 
des  sourds-muetB.  Seconde  Edition.  Par  L.  P.  Paulmier,  Eleve  et 
collaborateur  de  M.  PAbbe  Sicard,  Instituteur  des  sourds-muets  de 
naissance.     Paris,  1820.     12mo.  pp.  223. 

41. .,  Aper^u  du  plan  d'^ducation  de^  sourds-muets:    Presents  i 

Messieurs  les  Administrateurs  de  I'Institution  royale  des  sourds-moeCt 
de  naissance.     Paris,  1821,    8vo.  pp.  30. 

42.  ..  Le  Sourd-muet :    Par  L.  P.  Paulmier.     Troisidme  edition. 

Revue,  corrig^e  et  considerablement  augment^e-  Paris,  1834.  8vo. 
pp.  484. 
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43.  PIROTJX.  M^moire  i  M.  Lb  Maib£,  et  d  MM.  les  roembrei  da  con- 
'  seil  municipal  de  la  viUe  de  Nancy,  pour  les  engag^er  d  fonder  un  institut 

de  sourda-muets  :  Par  M.  Piroux,  El^ve  de  i'Ecole  normale  creee  au 
sein  de  I'lnatitut  royal  des  soords-muets  de  Paris,  etc.  Nancy,  1827. 
8vo.  pp.  15. 

44.  *  Le  Tocabulaire  des  aourds-mueta,    (partie.  iconographique.) 

Premiere  livraison,  contenant  500  nomaappellatifa  de  la  langue  usuelle, 
interpr^tis  par  un  pareil  nombre  de  figures  correspondantes  :  Par  M. 
PiRoux,  Directeur  de  Flnstitut  des  soards^muets  de  •Nancy,  Membre 
de  plusieurs  soci^tes  savantes.     Nancy,  1830.     8vo.  pp.  116. 

45.  .  Th^orie  philosophique  de  iVnseignement  des  sourds-oiuets,  etc. 

Nancy  et  Paris,  1831.     8vo.  pp.  24. 

46.  .  Institut  des  Sourds-muets  de  Nancy.     Prospectus.     Nancy, 

1832.     8vo.  pp.  14. 

47.  RECOING.  Syllabaire  dactylologique,   ou  tableau  d'une  langue  ma- 

nuelle  a  Tusage  des  sourds-muets.     Paris,  1823.     4to.  pp.  132. 

48.  . .  Le  sourd-muet  entendant  par  les  yeux,  ou  triple  moyen  de 
communication  avec  ces  lofortun^s,  par  des  proc^d^  abbreviatifs  de 
I'^criture ;  suivi  d'un  projet  d'imprimerie  syllabique :  Par  le  P^re  d'un 
sourd-muec.     Paris,  1829.     4to.  pp.  130. 

49.  RICHARDIN.  Reflexions  et  citations  sur  P^tat  moral  des  souids^muets 
sans  instruction,  sur  celui  des  sourds*muets  qu^on  instruit,  et  sur  les 
meihodes  en  usage  a  Paris  et  a  Nancy ;  suivds  d'un  expos^  succinct  de 
la  dactyiolog^'e  ou  moyen  d'apprendre  d  converser  d  I'aide  de  1 'alphabet 
manual,  d'une  petite  histoire'  de  I'Abbe  de  L'Epee,  et  d'une  notice  sur 
I'enfance  du  sourd-muet  Massieu.  Par  C.  J.  Hichardin,  Professeur 
sourd-muet  d  1 'Institut  des  sourds-muets  de  Nancy.  Paris  et  Nancy, 
1834.     8vo.   pp.  56. 

50.  SICARD.  Cours  d'instruction  d'un  sourd-muet  de  naissance,  et  qui 
pent  ^Ire  utile  d  I'^ducation  de  ceux  qui  entendent  et  qui  parlent^ 
Avec  figures  et  tableaux.  Par  Roch-Ambroise  Sicard,  Directeur  de 
I'Institution  des  sourds-muets  de  naissance,  Membre  de  I'Institut  na- 
tional de  France,  etc.  Seconde  ^ition.  Paris  et  Londres,  1803.  8vo. 
pp.  488. 

51.  .  Signes  des  mots,  consider^s  sous  le  rapport  de  la  syntaxe  ;  d 

I'usage  des  sourds-muets  :  Par  M.  I'Abb^  Sicard,  Directeur  de  I'In- 
stitution imptriaie  des  sourds-muets,  etc.     Paris,  1808.  8vo.  pp.  64. 

62.  — .  El^mens  de  ^^rammaire  generate,  appliques  d  la  langue  frau- 

^aise.     Troisi^me  Edition.     Paris,  1808.  2  vols.  8yo.  pp.  540,  551. 

53.  .  Theorie  des  signes,  ou  introduction  d  I'^tude  des  langues,  ott 

le  sens  des  mots,  au  lieu  d'etre  defini,  est  mis  en  action.  Ouvrage  6i^ 
mental  re,  absolument  neuf,  indispensable  pour  I'enseignement  des  sourds- 
muets,  e:;alement  utile  aux  el^vesde  tous  les  classes  etaux  instituteurs ; 
juge  dign£  d'un  grand  prix  decennal  de  premiere  classe,  destin^au  meil- 
leur  ouvrage  de  morale  ou  d'education.  D&iie  d  sa  majeste  I'£mp^reur 
et  Roi.     Paris,  1808.     2  vols.  8vo.  pp.  586,  656.    ' 

54.  VALADE.  Rapport  sur  un  plan  de  nomenclature  gen^rale  appropri£e 

d  I'enseignement  des  sourds-muets :  Lu  dans  la  seance  du  16  mars,  par 

M.  Valade-Gabel      Paris,  1831.     8vo.  pp.23 
55. Premiere  circulaire  de  I'Institut  royal  des  sourds-muets  da 

Paris,  d  toutes  les  institutions  de  sourds-muets  de  I'Europe  et  del'Ame- 

rique.     Paris,  1827.     8vo.  pp.  8. 

56.  .  Deuxi^me  circulaire,  &c.     Paris,  1829.     8vo.  pp.  94. 

57. Troisidme  circulaire,  &c.     Paris,  1832.     8vo.  pp.  268. 
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II.  GERMAN. 

68.  DANIEL.  AUgemeine  Taubstummen-und  Blinden-Bildoiig,  besoiiden 
in  Familien  und  Volkschaleo.  £in  Handbvich  som  enten  wisKii- 
•chafilichen  tinterricht  f&r  taubslumme  und  blinde  kinder,  aowil  xn  d- 
nem  sprachbegriA-UDlerricht  ffir  kinder  ueberbaupt.  Von  M.  Wilr. 
Fribdr.  Danibl,  Pfarrer  zu  Zuflfenhaaaen  bej  Stuttgart.  Stnttgard, 
1825-1826.     3  vols.  8ro.  pp.  352,  268,  311. 

69  REICH.  Blicke  auf  die  Taubstummenbildung  und  Nachricht  oeber  die 
Taubstummenanstalt  zu  Leipzig,  seit  ibren  50  jadirigen  beatehen,  nebit 
einem  anbange  ueber  die  articuuiiion  :  Von  M.  Carl  Gottlob  Rxich. 
Zweite  anflange.     Leipzig,  1828.     8to.  pp.  09. 

60.  WOLKE.  Anweifunj[^  wie  Kinder  und  Stumme  one  Zeityerlost  uod 
aof  naturgemaeise  Weise  zum  berstenen  und  sprecben  zom  lesen  und 
acbreiben  oder  zu  apracbkentninen  und  begriffen  zu  bringen  and,  mit 
bBlfsniitteln  (llr  taulMtUDime,  Bcbwerhoerige  und  blinde  nebat  einigen 
apracbaufsaeUen.  Mit  3  kupfertafeln  und  einer  leae^tabelle.  Von  C. 
H.  WoLKB.     Leipzig,  1804.     8ro.  pp.  596. 

61.  ■.  Erster  Bericbt  des  Verwaltunga-AuMchussea  der  am  28  May 
1827,  gestifteten  Taubstummen-Scbule  Hlr  Hamburg  und  daa  Ham- 
burger Gehiet.     Hamburg,  1828.     8vo.  pp.  50. 

62.  ^ Zweiter  Bericbt,  u.  a.  f.     Hamburg,  1829.    8ro.   pp.  22. 

63.  .  Dritter  Bericbt,  u.  a.  f.     Hamburg,  1832.     8vo.  pp.  44. 

64.  .  Vierter  Bericbt,  u.  a.  f.     Hamburg,  1834.     8vo.  pp.  77. 

III.  ITALIAN. 

65.  SCAGLIOTTI.  Cenni  iatorici  aulle  Istituzioni  de'  Sordi-muti  a  da* 

Ciechi  di  Giovaiini  Babtista  Scaoliotti,  Istitutore  di  Sordi-muti  a 
di  Ciecbi  in  Torino.     Torino,  1823.     8vo.  pp.  39. 

IV.    ENGLISH. 

66.  AKERLY.  ElemenUry  Exercisei  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb:  Bj 
Samubl  Akbrlt,  pbyaician  to  tbe  New* York  Institution  for  tbe  in- 
struction of  tbe  Deaf  and  Dumb.     New* York,  1821.  8to-  pp.  374. 

67.  .  Address  delivered  at  Washington  Hall,  in  tbe  city  ci  New- 
York,  on  tbe  30th  May,  1826,  as  introductory  to  the  exercises  of  tbe 
pupils  of  the  New-York  Institution  for  the  instruction  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  etc.  By  Samuel  Akerlt,  M.  D.,  physician  and  secretaiy 
to  the  Institution.     New-York,  1826.  8vo.  pp.  32. 

68.  ARROWSMITH.  Tbe  art  of  instructing  the  infant  deaf  and  dumb : 
By  John  Pauncbfort  Arrowsmith.  To  which  is  annexed  the 
method  of  educating  mutes  of  a  more  mature  age,  which  has  haa  been 

f practiced  with  so  much  success  on  tbe  continent,  by  the  Abb^  de 
'Ep^e.     London,  1819.  8vo.  pp.  272. 

69.  BAKER.  A  teacher^s  first  lessons  on  relieion,  with  a  catechism,  &c : 
By  Charles  Baker,  head*master  of  tbe  Yorkshire  Institution  for  tbe 
Deaf  and  Dumb.     London,  1833.   18mo.  pp.  58. 

70.  .  A  teacber^s  lessons  on  scripture  cnaracters  with  catecfajsmi. 
London,  1833.  18mo.  pp.  83. 

71.  BARNARD.  Observations  on  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
reprinted  from  the  North  American  Review :  By  F.  A.  P.  Barvari). 
A.  M.,  Professor  in  the  New- York  Institution  for  the  instruction  of  tbe 
Deaf  and  Dumb.     Boston,  1834.  8vo.  pp.  80. 

72.  HERRIES.     The  elements  of  speech. 


No.  W9.]  19 

73.  JACOBS.  Lenons  for  the  Demf  ^and  Domb:  By.  J.  A.  Jacobs,  prin* 
cipal  of  the  Kentucky  Asylum  iTor  the  education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 
Lexington,  1834.  12mo.  pp.  192. 

74.  KINNIBURGH.     The. Life  of  Jesus  Christ,  abridged  from  Camp- 

bell's translation  of  the  eospels,  and  the  common  version  :  By  Robert 
KiNMiBURGH,  teacher  of  the  deaf  and  dumb.  Edinburgh,  1819.  l8mo* 
pp.  144. 

75.  ,     A  catechism  and  dictionary  of  the  first  principles  of  religion, 

designed  for  the  use  of  the  deaf  and  dumb :  By  Robert  Kinniburgh. 
Edinburgh,  1831.  18mo.  pp.  72. 

76.  .  Prayers  for  the  use  of  the  educated  deaf  and  dumb  :  By  Ro- 

bfrt  Kinniburgh.     Eldinburgh,  1832<,    18mo.  pp.  60. 

77.  ORPEN.  The  constrast  between  Atheism,  Paganism,  and  Christiani- 
ty illustrated,  or  the  uneducated  deaf  and  dumb  as  heathens,  compared 
with  those  who  have  been  instructed  in  language  and  revelation,  and 
taught  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  Christians :  By  Charles  Edw.  Her- 
bert Orpbn,  Esq.,  M.  D.     Dublin,  1828.     12mo.  pp.  252. 

78.  VAUGHAN.  Vocabulary  for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
upon  the  principles  established  in  the  Manchester  school :  By  Wil- 
liam Vauohan.     London  and  Manchester,  1828.     8vo.  pp.  132. 

79.  WATSON.  Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  or  a  theoretical  and 

practical  view  of  the  means  by  which  they  are  taught  to  speak  and* un- 
stand  a  language,  together  with  a  vocabulary  illustrated  by  numerous 
copperplates :  By  Joseph  Watson,  L.  L.  D.  London,  1809.  8vo. 
pp.  283 

80.  WELD.  An  Address  delivered  in  the  Capitol  in  Washington,  Febru- 
ary 16th,  1828,  at  an  exhibition  of  three  of  the  pupils  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  for  the  education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  :  By  Lewis 
Weld,  principal  of  the  institution.  Published  by  request  Washing- 
ton, 1828.     8vo.  pp.  11. 

81.  WRIGHT.  Essay  on  the  human  ear,  including  remarks  on  the  causes' 
and  increase  of  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

82.  .  The  Happy  Mate,  or  the  Dumb  Child's  Appeal :  By  Char- 
lotte Elizabeth.     London,  1833.     18roo.  pp.  54. 

83. An  hfstorical  sketch  of  the  purposes,  progress  and  present  state 

of  the  (London)  Asylum,  for  the  support  and  education  of  indigent 
deaf  and  dumb  children.     London,  1823.     12mo.  pp.  207. 

84.  .  Reports  of  the  Yorkshire  Institution  for  the  instruction  of  deaf 

and  dumb  children,  esublished  at  Doncaster,  1829;  first  to  fourth  in- 
clusive.    Doncaster,  1829—1833.     12mo. 

85.  : Second  and  fourth  Reports  of  the  West  of  England  Institution 

for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  children  of  the  counties  of  De- 
von, Cornwall,  Somerset  and  Dorset.     Exeter,  1828 — 1830.     12mo« 

86.  .  Report  of  the  Manchester  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 

1829—1830.     Manchester,  1830.     12mo.  pp.  51. 

8t. .  Seventh  and  ninth  Reports  of  the  Glasgow  Society,  for  the 

education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  Glasgow,  1821,  1827, 1829.  ]2mo. 

38.  .  Report  of  the  (Edinbuigh)  Institution  for  the  education  of 

deaf  and  dumb  children.    Ediobui^,  1829.     8vo.  pp.  44. 

89. .  Account  of  the  General  Institution  for  the  education  of  the 

Deaf  and  Dumb,  on  the  principles  of  the  Abbe  Sicard,  established  in 
Aberdeen.     Aberdeen,  1822.     8vo.  pp.  24. 

90.  .  Reports  of  the  Maternal  Institution  for  the  education  of  the 

deaf  and  dumb  children  of  the  poor  in  Ireland;  first  to  seventh  inclu- 
sive.    Dublin,  1817—1823.     I2ma 
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91.  .___.  Reports  of  the  National  Institation,  for  the  Deaf  anci  Dumb  of 
Ireland,  at  Claremont,  near  Dublin ;  ninth  to  seventeenth  iuclusive. 
Dublin,  1827—1833.     12mo. 

92. .  A  full  refutation  of  various  mistakes,  misconceptions,  preju- 
dices and  misrepresentations,  as  to  the  Claremont  National  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Institution.  Being  an  appendix  to  the  fiAeenth  report  of  that 
institution.     Dublin,  1832.     12mo.  pp.  192. 

93. .  Reports  of  the  Juvenile  Association,  for  promoting  the  educa- 
tion of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  of  Ireland  ;  auxiliary  to  the  National  In- 
stitution at  Claremont,  near  Dublin ;  sixth  and  ninth  inclusive.  Dub- 
lin, 1830—1833.     12mo. 

94.  .  Reports  of  the  Directors  of  the  American  Asylum  for  the  edu- 
cation and  instruction  of  ihe  deaf  and  dumb ;  third  to  eighteenth  inclu- 
sive.    Hartford,  1819—1834.     8vo. 

95.  Second,  fifth,  tenth  and  thirteenth  reports  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institu- 
tion for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.     Philadelphia,  1823 — 1833.     8vo. 

96.  .  Tenth  annual  report  of  the  Directors  of  the  Central  Asylum 

for  the  instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  to  the  Legislature  of  (he 
State  of  New-York,  for  the  year  1833.  Central  Canajobarie,  1834. 
8vo.  pp.  11. 


Specimens  of  uncorrected  original  compojutions  by  pu* 

pilfi  in  the  New- York  Institution. 

By  a  girl  14  years  ofage^  under  instruction  15  months. 

Inatitution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
Jfew-Yorkj  February  3d,  1835. 
Mr  Dbab  Parents, 

I  am  in  very  good  health.  I  was  very  happy  to  receive  a  letter 
from  you.  I  hope  that  you  will  come  to  the  Institution  in  Au- 
gust. You  will  go  with  me  in  the  steamboat  to  Moreau.  I  please 
to  receive  letters  from  my  friends.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  receive 
letters  from  my  cousin.  Perhaps  I  hear  my  relatives  are  very 
well.  My  relatives  will  be  very  glad  to  see  me.  Mr.  D.  teach* 
ing  us  to  write  and  to  learn  in  his  school.  All  the  pupils  wish  to 
stay  in  the  Institution,  because  they  wish  to  learn  and  improve. 
All  the  pupils  went  into  the  menagerie,  and  saw  the  wild  beasts 
last  Friday.  My  relatives  will  talk  without  me.  A  few  teachers 
like  to  take  a  walk  with  the  pupils.  My  Emily  S.  must  come  to 
the  Institution  in  a  few  days.  I  remembered  to  see  my  friends  in 
Moreau.  Perhaps  Mr.  S.  will  go  with  me  in  the  steamboat  next 
vacation.  I  do  n<  t  forget  that  my  relatives  in  Moreau.  I  hope 
that  my  relatives  and  friends  and  cousins  are  very  well.  I  wish 
my  sister  must  study  in  the  school  house.  Mr.  Peet  is  in  very 
good  health. 

All  the  pupils  learn  to  write  on  our  slates  or  books  in  the  set- 
ting-room every  evening.  My  father  saw  Mary  Bishop  one  of  the 
pupils  died  two  months  ago.     She  was  sick  on  Thursday.     Sh« 
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Sted  mud  died  Nerember  11th  ISti,  and  at  Sondaj  one  o*e1oc^ 
In  a  few  bourt  the  female  pi^>ils  went  and  Jooked  at  Mary  Bishop 
<lead  and  Uid  oa  hed«  Mary  Bishop  died  vault.  Her  parents 
liave  been  <some  here::  her  father  wenrt  to  the  vauk  and  saw  his 
slaughter.  The  female  pupils  are  very  welL  The  pupils  Ifte  to 
play  in  the  Institution  on  the  ground.  Mrs.  S.  teaches  some  little 
j[irls  to  4ike  to  sow  dotbes.  Jane  S.  lives  iu  Washington,  Dutch^ 
<ess  Co.  N«  Y.  Sonietifnes  Jane  S.  came  to  the  Institution*  Jane 
8.  talked  ane  about  my  parents  are  in  v«ry  good  health.  Mrs.  IX 
.^ives  new  doth  of  f^-ocka  to  the  female  pupils.  I  think  that  my 
parents  wiU  come  to  the  Institutioo  next  vacation. 

I  am  ^our  aflbciiooale  daughter, 

M*  S. 
Mm.  J.  JL  & 


By  a iittte ^1 11  years 4f  agtj  under  in^me^n  lh^ear$. 

AtTECDOTB  op  6BKB«Af>   WASHIirOTON* 

Many  years  ago,  a  little  bpy  lived  in  Virginia.  He  loved  and 
t>beyed  his  father.  His  name  was  George  Washington.  His  fa*> 
ther  gave  a  new  hatchet  to  him.  Greorge  was  glad  to  see  it  His 
father's  garden  was  very  beautifi:^.  A  young  cherry  tree  grew  in 
the  garden.  His  father  loved  the  cherry  free  in  the  garden^ 
George  was  often  love  to  cut  the  wood  like  a  man  cut  the  wood* 
Creorffe  took  his  hatchet  and  walked  into  the  garden  and  saw  a 
beautiful  cherry  tree.  George  wished  to  out  the  tree.  He  began 
tittle  to  cut  the  bark  of  the  tree.  George  went  from  the  garden^ 
Mr«  Washington  walked  iuto  the  garden  and  smelled  sweetly  the 
roses.  He  saw  and  wondered  who  out  the  cherry  tree.  He 
thought  perhaps  a  negro  to  cot  the  tree.  He  called  the  negro  to 
come  here.  He  obeyed  to  come  to  the  garden.  Mr^  Washington 
asked  him  why  he  cut  the  tree.  The  negro  told  him  he  ^Ud  not 
cut  the  tree.  Mr.  Washington  thought  yes  that  negro  cut  the  tree* 
He  told  him  he  would  take  his  rod  and  whip  hinu  George  saw 
and  feel  sorry  him  soon  George  running  and  told  his  father  no 
more  whipped  the  negro.  He  told  his  father  he  confess  he  has 
cut  the  tree.  George  told  his  father  he  must  whipped  George* 
Soon  his  father  saw  and  embraced  and  kissed  hincK  His  father 
forgave  the  negro.  Mr.  Washington  brought  George  into  his 
home.     His  father  loved  him  very  nradk 


By  a  yeaag  iady  21  years  of  iqj'e,  aiufer  VMtmicAM  3  yearsi 

Sroav  OP  STBrasn* 

Our  teacher  told  us  to  write  about  Stephen  and  the  Jews.  8te» 
phen  was  a  ▼ary  good  man*  In  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  contain* 
ed  in  the  New  Testament,  wc  read  that  he  was  a  friend  of  our 

[Assem*  No.  368.]  • 


4S  £A 

Saviour.  He  was  a  man  of  great  piety  and  hdinesa.  We  are 
told  that  the  early  Christians  had  things  in  common.  God  had 
given  Stephen  great  power.  The  twelve  Apostles  governed  the 
multitude  of  the  ChriMians*  The  Apostles  had  a  great  deal  to  do. 
They  could  not  teach  the  people  and  also  attend  to  the  property. 
They  selected  seven  men  from  the  multitude  of  Christians.  Many 
Jews  were  very  angry  at  Stephen,  for  he  often  reasoned  among 
the  Jews,  and  some  oi  the  people  repented  of  their  sins.  God  was 
very  w*ell  pleased  to  sec  them  repent,  and  Stephen  was  not  afraid 
to  address  them,  but  he  was  very  bold^  But  many  of  the  Jews 
were  very  wicbed  in  their  hearts.  They  disliked  to  hear  about 
Jesus  Christ,  They  hired  false  wrtnesses  to  say  that  Stephen  spoke 
blasphemously-  against  the  word  of  God.  They  hired  them  to  ac- 
cuse him  to  the  council.  Stephen  was  very  patient  before  the 
council.  Hia  (ace  was  Kke  the  face  of  an  angel.  They  stopped 
their  ears  and  gnashed  their  teeth  at  Stephen  in  anger.  He  said 
the  heaven  opened  and  he  saw  Christ  standing  at  the  right  hand  of 
God,  They  took  many  stones  from  the  ground.  They  stoned 
Stephen  with  stones.  He  was  in  great  pai«,  but  he  was  patient. 
He  pitied  the  men  while  they  were  doing  so.  He  kneeled  down 
and  prayed  to  God  for  the  multitude.  He  prayed  to  him  to  for- 
give them.  Just  before  he  died,  he  said  ^'  I^rd  lay  not  this  sin  to 
their  charge." 


By  a  lad  14  years  ofage^  under  instrticHon  3  years. 

THE    HORSEr 

The  horse  has  life^  but  has  no  mind  in  his  head,  nor  speech  to 
speak  to  many  men.  The  horse  does  not  learn  any  book.  He 
does  not  make  signs  to  the  people.  He  does  not  live  in  the  world 
many  years.  He  does  not  know  about  God.  He  will  die  in  the 
world.  His  life  will  be  destroyed,  because  he  has  no  Soul.  He  is 
like  the  stones  in  the  ground.     But  our  life  will  not  be  destroyed. 

We  shall  always  live  for  we  have  souls The  horse 'lives  in 

the  barn;  If  a  farmer  gives  the  oats  and  corn  to  the  horse  for 
him  to  eat  them  in  the  barn  sometimes,  the  horse  will  kick  at  him, 
and  escape  from  the  barn  to  the -woods:  The  horse  is  glad  to  be 
free.  Some  of  the  men  see  the  horse  to  run  through  the  woods 
and  some  of  the  men  run  through  the  woods  after  him.  They 
cannot  catch  the  horse,  because  the  horse  has  eaten  the  oats  aiKl 
corn. 

The  farmer  thinks  that  he  will  not  give  the  oats  and  com  to 
him  for  him  to  eat  them  in  the  barn;  because  the  horse  ran  away. 
The  farmer  calls  him  to  come  to  him.  He  stands  on  the  groBod 
on  his  feet.  The  farmer  takes  the  harness  from  the  barn  to  pat  it 
on  the  horse's  back  and  fastens  the  harness  to  the  Whipple  tree. 

He  sit  on  the  seat  in  the  wagon  and  he  whips  the  horse  to  make 
him  draw  the  wagon.  The  horse  goes  from  the  barn  to  the  farm. 
The  horse  arrives  at  the  farm.     The  farmer  jumps  from  the  wa- 
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£on  to  the  ground.  He  unfastens  the  harness  and  takes  it  from  the 
ivagon  and  fastens  it  and  Whipple  on  the  plough.  He  whips 
the  horse  to  make  him  draw  the  plough,  with  his  whip.  The 
horse  works  In  the  fann  enough.  The  farmer  takes  him  from  the 
plough  to  the  wagon  with  the  harness  and  Whipple  tree.  He  rides 
on  the  seat  in  the  wagon.  He  whips  the  horse  to  go  to  the  barn. 
He  jumps  from  the  wagon  on  tlie  ground.  He  takes  off  the  har« 
ness  from  the  horse^s  back.  The  horse  drinks  some  water  from 
the  trough  enough.  He  comes  irom  the  trough  to  thel)arn.  He 
enters  tlie  barn.  The  horse  desires  to  eat  the  oats  and  corn  in  the 
larn.  The  farmer  gives  them  to  the  tiorse  for  him  to  eat  them. 
The  farmer  sleeps  in  the  bed  in  His  house  in  the  night  and  wakes 
in  the  morning.  The  horse  stands  on  the  floor  id  the  stable  to 
«leep  in  the  night.  The  horse  wakes  in  the  morniniic*  The  far* 
tner  brushes  the  horse^s  back  with  his  brush. 


By  a  young  man  20  years  of  age^  under  instruction  2i  years* 

Early  History  op  Rome. 

Romulus  founded  Rome  753  years  before  Christ.     Amulius  was 
the  king  of  Lavinium,     He  feared  that  Romulus  and  Remus  the 
twin  sons  of  his  neice  Silvia  would  probably  seize  his  kingdom  and 
drive  him  away.     They  would  reign  over  the  kingdom,  because 
he  had  taken  the  kingdom  from  Numitor,  the  grand*father  of  Ro* 
inulus  -and  Remus.     Amulius  wished  to  destroy  the   twins,  there* 
fore  he  ordered  a  servant  to  carry  them  in  a  trough  to  the  river 
Tiber.     The  servant  placed  the  trough  upon  the  river.     He  left  it 
floating  there  and  returned  to  Amulius.     He  hoped  that  the  twins 
who  were  in  the  trough  on  the  river,  would  proceed  out  to  sea* 
He  thought,  that  the  twins  would  perish  on  the  sea,  but  he  was 
mistaken.     In  a  little  while  the  river  Tiber  rose  and  overflowed 
its  banks.     The  twins,  who  were  in  the  trough,  were  carried  by 
the  water  over  a  field  to  the  ground.     The  water  left  the  trough 
in  the  bushes  in  the  dry  ground  near  a  forest.     After  a  while  a 
she  wolf  came  out  of  the  forest  to  drink  water  from  tlie  river  Ti- 
ber and  in  mean  time  the  twins  began  to  grow  hungry  and  cried. 
The  shewolf  heard  them  crying.     She  left  the  river  and  came  to 
the  trough.     She  found  the  infants  in  it.     She  did  not   devour 
them,  but  she  pitied;  after  she  had  given  milk  to  them,  she  took 
them  and  carried  them  to  a  den  in  a  thicket,  near  a  spring.     She 
brought  them  up.     A  shepherd  named  Faustulus,  kept  his  flock  of 
sheep  near.     He  had  often  observed  the  shewolf  going  to  the  den, 
once  after  she  had  gone  out  of  the  den  away,  Faustulus  perhaps 
thought,  that  she  had  stolen  a  sheep,  therefore  he  went  there  and 
entered  there.     He  discovered  the  two  infants  there.     He  named 
them  Romulus  and  Remus.     He  took  them  and  brought  them  to 
his  cottage.     His  wife  kept  and  brought  them  up.     They  became 
gtronff  and  bold  and  learned  that  Amulius  had  sent  them  in  the 
trough  to  the  river.  Tiber.    They  were  very  angry  and  seized  the 
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lingdonr  and  droire  AmaKas  tbeir  uocTe  away.  Koimhis  and  Re- 
■uia  reigned  over  the  kingdofiK  They  i^:reed  to  biuld  a  lai^ 
magnificeDt  city.^  They  would  malie  it  but  they  cBsputed  aboat  the 
place.  They  coold  not  agree  wheiie  to  boiU  the  city^  They  ask- 
ed the  priests  to  decide  for  themv  where  to  baild  it  They  said  to 
them  both  you  should  go^to  a  hill  to  watch  ft>r  an  augury.  Romu- 
lus and  Remus  agreed  to  do  so.  Romulus  went  up  a  hiH  and  Re- 
mus also  went  up  another  biU  to  sit  down  upon  it  in  the  evening* 
They  watched  for  the  augury  all  night.  When  the  sun  rose  in  the 
morning  evly.  ReoHis  saw  six  vultures  and  at  the  same  time. 
Romulus  sew  a  single  vulture.  At  length  be  discovered  twelve 
vultures  more.  Romulus  and  Remus  were  both  glad,  that  they 
kad  discovered  the  vukurea.  They  returned  to  the  ci^.  Remu» 
said  to  Romulus^  I  first  discovered  six  vultures.  Romulus  an- 
swered and  said  to  Remus^  I  discovered  more  than  you.  They 
eould  not  aj|ree  about  the  augury,  because  tiiey  both  claimed  the 
decision.  They  wished  the  priests  to  decide  for  them,  therefore 
they  asked  the  priests  to  do  so.  The  priests  decided  for  Romulus 
and  against  Remus. 

Romulus  was  fflad  that  he  should  retgu  over  the  kingdom*  after 
Romulus  had  hud  out  the  street  and  measured  the  place,  he  quarrel- 
ed with  Remus.  He  called  many  men  to  help  him  build  the  walls. 
They  liked  to  make  the  walls  and  the  city  was  surrounded  by  the 
them^  Remus  laughed  at  him  and  said  to  him,  that  any  enemy 
could  overcome  the  city  in  the  walls  because  they  were  low. 
While  Rennis  laughed  at  Romulus,  he  heard  these  things  and  was 
very  angry.  He  ran  upon  Remus  imd  killed  him,  but  after  this 
Romulus  soon  felt  worse,  because  be  had  killed  his  brother.  Ro- 
mulus knew  that  Remus  would  never  rise.  Romulus  ordered  to 
be  made  two  thrones.  He  took  Remus's  crown  and  sceptre  and 
put  them  upon  the  throne  by  the  side  of  himself,  be  sat  on  another 
throne  for  ne  alway  remembered  bink  Romulus  had  often  robbed 
persons  of  their  things.  Heentieed  wicked  n^n  to  come  from  other 
cities.  If  any  person  had  broken  the  Law  of  a  kings  he  might  flee 
into  into  the  city  of  Rome.  Romulus  defended  them.  They  in- 
ereascd  in  number.  They  have  no  wives,,  and  wished  to  mtcrmar-^ 
ry  with  the  women  of  other  dities,  therefore  Romulus  sent  Am- 
Imraadors  to  go  to  the  cities^  They  asked  the  kings  to  let  the  Ro- 
mans intermarry  with  the  women,  but  they  refused  thenu  because 
they  knew  that  the  wicked  men  were  in  bis  city.  They  returned 
to  it.  They  said  to  him,  that  the  kings  had  refused  him  to  inter- 
marry with  them.  Romulus  heard  it  and  was  angry.  He  was 
sorry.  He  thought  if  he  could  entice  them  to  visit  some  nmes 
he  would  seize  them.  Therefore  he  ordered  the  nien  to  make  an 
enclosure  of  seats.     Romulus  invited  the  Sabine  people  to  visit  the 

Sanies*  They  were  willing  to  come  to  the  enclosure  in  the  city  of 
tome.  They  wished  to  see  the  game.  They  have  no  arms;  but 
they  went  there  to  see  the  wild  beasts.  Romulus  deceived  them 
and  seized  thirty  women  from  the  people  in  the  afiemoon.  He 
drove  the  people  away  and  shut  his  gates  of  the  walls,  but  the 
women  disliked  him.    The  people  were  angry  and  returned  to  the 
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citf  of  Cure.  They  called  together  many  people  from  there  and 
agreed  to  march  to  the  city  of  Rome  again.  They  made  'wat 
against  it.  They  fought  vrith  the  Romans  Some  time.  The  Ro- 
mans went  up  to  the  top  of  a  sloping  hill  before  the  Sabines  came 
there.  They  dug  the  ground  deeply  by  a  precipice  of  the  hill, 
iKrhich  was  surrounded  by  the  walls,  and  ground  deeply  was  called 
a  ditch.  Romulus  could  throw  down  the  stone  upon  the  Sabines. 
They  approached  the  sloping  hill,  but  they  happened  to  be  stopped 
by  the  ditch.  They  could  not  jump  over  it,  therefore  they  en- 
camped by  the  hill.  The  Romans  m  the  fortress  had  no  water, 
therefore  a  women  came  out  of  the  walls  to  bring  water  there. 
They  saw  her  and  seized  her.  She .  was  terrified.  They  said  to 
her  would  you  betray  the  Romans,  if  the  Sabines  promise  to  ffive 
money  to  you.  She  looked  at  their  Gold  bracelets  and  said  to  them 
If  you  promise  to  give  me  the  thing  on  your  left  arms  meaning  the 
bracelets,  I  should  be  willing  to  betray  the  Romans  to  you  from 
the  fortress.  The  Sabines  said  to  her  that  they  were  willing  to 
give  to  her  meaning  their  shields.  She  returned  to  the  fortress. 
When  the  night  came.  She  looked  about  and  saw  no  person  and 
came  out  of  the  fortress  and  opened  the  gates  of  the  wallp.  She 
invited  the  Sabines  to  go  there.  They  were  glad  to  go  into  it 
They  fell  upon  the  Romans  and  killed  some  of  them,  but  the  rest 
of  them  fled  out  of  the  fortress,  away,  After  the  Sabines  had  kill- 
ed some  of  them  The  woman  said  to  them,  you  now  give  me  the 
tbinffs*  They  deceived  her  and  threw  their  shields  on  her,  and 
crasbMl  her  with  them. 


By  a  young  man  20  years  ofage^  under  instruction  3}  years. 

The  PROCE08  op  Book-binding. 

After  printing  the  sheets  of  a  book,  they  are  folded,  and  tied  up 
with  strings.  A  person  is  sent  to  bring  the  sheets  to  a  book-bind- 
er. When  the  person  has  brought  them  to  him,  some  boys  and 
girls  fold  them.  Afterwards  the  piles  of  sheets  of  the  same  num- 
ber are  put  upon  tables.  We  take  single  sheets  from  each  pile  of 
sheets  in  order  and  even  their  backs  and  ends.  Then  we  put  them 
between  smooth  boards  and  put  them  into  a  big-press.  They  are 
presssed  by  it  a  long  while.  After  this,  they  are  taken  out  and 
-we  even  again  their  backs  and  pile  the  books. 

When  we  have  put  them  into  a  cutting-press,  we  press  them  and 
saw  their  backs  and  then  take  them  out.  Alterwaras  the  girls  sew 
them  in  order  and  we  paste  up  waste  leaves.  After  they  are  dried, 
weglue  up  their  backs  and  the  glue  is  again  dried. 

We  cut  out  the  paste-board  for  covers  and  when  we  have  round- 
ed the  books,  we  back  them.  After  putting  the  paste-board  in  the 
Eooves,  we  join  it  to  the  books  and  put  them  between  the  smooth 
ards. 

We  put  them  into  the  standing-press  to  press  them.  A  conside- 
rable while  they  are  pressed  and  taken  out    We  cut  them  in  both 
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ends  in  a  cutting-preti  and  then  we  colour  their  edges  and  cat  the 
corners  of  ihe  leaves.  Immediately  we  cut  pieces  of  cloth  or  pa- 
per to  put  on  the  head  bands.  After  this  puting,  we  glue  the  backs 
with  strong  glue  and  the  backs  are  dried.  We,  cutting  the  leather, 
after  it  is  wet,  cover  the  books  with  it  A  journeyman  sprinkles 
the  leather  on  the  books  and  cuts  pieces  of  black  or  red  leather  for 
titles.  Then  he  puts  them  upon  the  backs  of  the  books  and  ffilds 
them  with  various  rolls  which  have  been  heated  in  the  fire.  When 
the  titles  have  been  lettered^  he  puts  the  books  into  the  big-presi 
a  little  while.  He  takes  them  out  and  then  brightens  them  with  a 
heavy  hot  roll  and  they  are  carried  to  a  book  seller. 


By  a  girl  14  years  of  age,  ututer  instruction  4  years. 

A  DB8CRIPTION    OP   A    YsAB. 

There  are  four  seasons  in  a  year  viz.  autumn,  winter,  spring  and 
summer.     I  now  describe  autumn.     There  are   three  months  in 
autumn  viz.  September,  October  and  November.    Sept  is  the  first; 
it  is  not  so  cold  as  October  and  November.     The  trees  begin  to 
turn  red  or  yellow  and  fall  from  the  trees.    October  is  more  cold 
in  the  last  part  of  the  month.     The  ground  becomes  frozen,  and  is 
covered  with  frost,  and  the  forests  are  bare.     In  November,  the 
ground  is  frequently  covered  with  sudw,  and  the  rivers,  and  ponds 
are  bound  with  icy  chains.     I  now  describe  winter.     There  are 
three  months  viz.  December,  January  and  February.     December 
is  the  first  and  it  is  not  so  cold  as  January  and  February.     The 
trees  have  no  leaves  at  all  during  the  winter,  but  only  the  thick 
branches  appear.     The  around  is  covered  with  snow.     January  is 
as  cold  as  February.     There  are  many  people  riding  in  sleighs 
when  the  snow  comes  on.     It  gives  them  much  pleasure.    A  great 
many  poor  people  do  not  have  good  houses  to  live,  nor  good  beds 
to  sleep  on,  nor  good  food  to  eat  and  good  clothes  as  we  do.     But 
we  have  a  great  many  blessings.     Spring  has  three  months  viz. 
March,  April,  and  May.     March  comes  on,  and  the  snow  is  melted 
by  the  sun.     The   grass  shoots  up.     In   April   it  is  rainy  daily 
and  many  worms  lie  on  the  ground.     All  the  little  young  people 
ffenerally  stay  at  home  all  winter,  and  they  cannot  attend  schools, 
because  the  ground  is  covered  with  snow,  but  now  they  attend 
schools  durinff  the  spring.     In  May,  there  are  many  flowers  and 
vegetables.     The  ladies   are  much   pleased  to  see  many  roses. 
They  put  roses  on  their  heads.     They  often  walk  when  the  spring 
comes  on.     There  are  three  months  in  summer  viz.  June,  July  and 
August.     June  is  not  so  hot  as  July.     The  trees  bear  leaves  on 
the  branches  and  bear  apples.    In  July,  the  grass  begins  to  wither 
and  turns  yellew.     Some  people  have  farms,  and  mow  the  grass. 
They  intend  to  feed  their  animals  all  winter.    In  August  the  trees 
lose  their  apples,  but  before,  some  people  pick  apples  to  eat  them 
all  winter  or  to  sell  them.    Sometimes  the  people  pick  apples  and 
fill  them  in  a  waggon.    They  grind  them  and  then  they  press  them 
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and  pour  the  juice  into  some  barrels.  It  is  called  ciden  When 
August  comes  on,  the  trees  lose  their  fruits.  I  like  to  see  Autumn 
and  spring  come.  The  year  is  like  a  little  child  who  grows  up  in 
spring.  Be  is  growing  up  till  summer.  Then  is  about  50  years 
old  in  autumn.     He  becomes  old^  and  he  dies  in  winter. 


By  a  girl  14  years  of  age,  under  instruction  4  years. 

Early  Impressions. 

Before  I  was  educated  in  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
I  used  to  express  my  thoughts  of  the  heavens  and  earth.  I  had  no 
enlightened  comprehension  ol  the  Creator,  eternity,  the  soul  and  sal« 
vation.  I  had  a  great  blindness  about  religion  and  instruction  aqd  un- 
derstanding to  read  the  Bible  and  other  books.  I  did  not  know  about 
the  sun  because  it  was  curious.  When  the  moon  shone  brightly 
upon  the  world,  I  supposed  that  a  very  aged  woman's  pale  face 
was  put  through  the  heavens  to  give  light.  I  thought  that  seve- 
ral ladder-men  went  up  to  the  heavens  and  lighted  the  stars  to 
five  light  to  tne  people  on  the  earth  when  they  were  going  out 
y  night.  When  I  saw  the  smallest  star  which  was  very  little  vi- 
sible,  I  guessed  that  its  light  was  almost  put  out.  Every  day,  I 
saw  the  clouds  going  around  and  around,  I  understood  that  smoke 
from  the  chimneys  was  turned  into  clouds.  It  often  happened  that 
it  was  rainy  and  snowy,  I  made  a  probable  supposition  that  some 
men  ascending  into  the  heavens,  then  poured  water  from  pails 
through  the  heavens  upon  the  surface  of  the  earth  and  sprinkled 
snow  upon  the  same.  I  thought  that  the  earth  was  level  and  the 
residents  lived  at  its  circumference.  Darkness  was  beyond  the 
earth.  I  lopked  at  my  parents  and  sister  with  wonder  who  were 
able  to  read  any  books  out  I  thought  that  all  mutes  could  not  read 
them.  I  mistoolc  about  it.  I  supposed  that  many  small  and  large 
worms  dropped  from  the  cloudy  weather  upon  the  wet  ground 
when  it  rained.  When  a  person  was  dead,  I  stood  by  the  side  of 
his  bed  looking  at  his  lifeless  and  cold  body  and  thinking  that  hit 
soul  and  body  both  decayed  in  the  grave.  I  knew  not  that  he  was 
gone  to  eternity  and  was  saved  by  our  Saviour  or  perished.  I  did 
not  know  what  heaven  and  hell  were.  I  sometimes  talked  with 
my  sisters  about  death.  I  wanted  to  live  forever  on  the  earth 
with  my  parents.  I  did  not  wish  to  die  and  be  buried  in  my  grave 
alone.  I  feared  that  my  body  misht  decay  there  and  I  might  live 
no  more  after  my  death.  I  loved  life  rather  than  death  and  so  my 
sisters  did.  After  some  years,  my  sister  and  I  were  sent  to  school 
here.  We  have  been  taught  about  the  Salvation  and  other  re- 
ligious things  and  instruction.  We  can  read  the  Bible  and  other 
books.  We  intend  to  stay  here  and  learn  to  the  end  of  five  years 
or  more.  We  progress  in  reading  the  language  now.  We  ought 
to  be  thankful  to  God  who  has  sent  us  to  School.  This  Institution 
is  a  good  place  in  which  the  mutes  live. 
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Bjf  a  girl  1ft  j/em^  of  age^  Mmder  hMrwciion  4  years, 

StOBT   op  An   BKEARO  BOT. 

I  bare  an  interest  story  to  tell  you.  One  day  a  little  Sunday 
scholar  was  sent  by  bis  mother  to  a  shop  for  some  soap.  When 
the  shop- woman  weighed  it,  she  took  a  leaf  from  a  Bible;  that 
was  placed  on  the  counter  for  waste  paper;  at  which  the  boy  was 
greatly  astonished  and  eagerly  eiclaimed  **•  Mistress  why — that 
is  the  Bible  t  and  what  is  that  book"  t  The  woman  answered 
'« It  is  the  Bible.''  He  asked  '<  What  are  you  going  to  do  with 
if  f  She  answered  <'  To  wrap  up  the  soap.''  Ho  said  ^'  What 
does  it  mean  !"  She  replied  ^'  I  bought  it  for  waste  paper  to  use 
in  the  shop."  He  said  ^*  you  should  not  tear  up  that  book  for  it 
\9  the  Bible."  He  said  himself  "  What— that  Bible !  I  wish  it 
was  me.  I  would  not  tear  up  that  book,  but  I  would  always  keep 
it  for  it  is. the  best  of  all  books  to  teach  me  to  do  right."  The  wo- 
man was  surprised  to  think  why  he  was  so  very  aHently  desirous 
to  have  the  Bible.  She  said  **  If  you  will  pay  me,  you  shall  have 
it."  He  said  *'  I  thank  you  Mistress  and  I  will  go  home  and  ask 
my  dear  mother  for  some  money."  Away  he  ran  home,  and  said 
"  Dear  mother  mother  please  to  give  me  some  money."  Sbe  ask- 
ed "  What  for  t"  He  answered  «  To  buy  a  Bible."  He  wished 
to  tell  a  little  incident  to  his  dear  mother;  he  said  **  For  the  wo- 
man at  that  shop  was  tearing  up  the  Bible  and  I  have  told  her  that 
she  should  not  ao  so."    She  said  that  she  would  sell  it  to  him. 

Affain  he  besought  her  **  O  dear  mother  give  me  some  money 
that  It  may  not  be  torn  up."  But  she  said  "  I  cannot  give  it  my 
dear  son  for  I  have  none."  Then  he  sobbed  and  went  back  to  the 
9hop  and  said  *^  My  dear  mother  is  poor  and  cannot  give  me  any 
money."  He  told  her  ^'  Do  not  tear  up  that  book,  for  my  teach- 
ers have  told  me  that  it  the  word  of  Grod."  The  woman  perceiv- 
ed him  greatly  concerned  about  it  and  said  **  Well  do  not  cry  if 
you  will  get  any  paper  and  give  it  to  me,  you  shall  have  it."  He 
was  glad  to  hear  this  answer,  and  said  '*  I  will  thank  you  Mis- 
tress too."  At  this  joyful  prospect,  he  dried  up  his  tears  and  away 
he  ran  home,  and  asked  his  mother  for  some  paper.  She  gave 
bim,  all  she  had.  Still  he  begged  it  more  and  went  to  his  neigh- 
bors. He  got  paper  enough.  He  hastened  with  the  bundle  uimer 
his  arm  to  the  shop.    As  he  entered  it,  he  said  ^^  Bf  istress  I  have 

S>t  the  paper  now  i"  She  said  *^  very  well  let  me  weigh  it" 
e  received  the  Bible  from  her  and  cried  out  with  tears  of  joy 
sparkling  in  his  eyes  saying  '^  The  Bible  is  mine  and  I  have  got 
the  Bible  now !"  He  ran  home  to  his  mother,  and  as  he  came 
near,  he  cried  out  saying  ''  I  have  got  the  Bibte  I  I  have  got  the 
Bible  I" 
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By  a  young  lady  1 8  years  rf  age^  under  instruction  4  years. 

?f€W-York,  January  6th,  1835. 
My  dear  friend, 

I  realized  nruch  pleasure  in  receiving  a  kind  let* 
tcr  from  you.  I  have  not  written  to  you  for  a  great  while  but  I 
liave  been  particularly  engaged  in  study.  Please  io  take  the  will 
for  the  deed. 

The  instructors  with  all  the  deaf  and  dumb  pupils  rode  a  few 
-days  ago  in  the  cars  to  New- York  city.  They  slopped  at  the 
Bowery  and  went  into  the  Zoological  Institute  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
amining all  the  wild  beasts  which  were  in  the  cages.  Some  of  the 
pupils  and  myself  walked  up  and  went  into  the  gallery  where  I 
«pent  a  great  deal  of  time  in  looking  at  the  band  of  the  musicians 
^ho  played  on  their  flutes  and  trumpets.  I  thought  that  one  of 
the  tigers  would  devour  a  keeper,  but  I  was  mistaken  and  he  treat- 
ed him  with  kindness.  At  length  we  all  returned  back  and  arrived 
«t  the  Institution  in  safety.  We  were  much  obliged  to  Mr.  H.  for 
his  kindness  and  politeness  to  us.  I  hear  that  many  ignorant  deaf 
^nd  dumb  persons  will  come  to  the  Institution  in  August  I  do  not 
like  to  stay  at  home  but  I  wish  yet  to  learn  to  write  and  read.  I 
have  a  distinct  recollection  that  you  had  been  to  visit  one  of  my 
friends  in  Syracuse.  I  hope  that  the  pupils  will  be  happy  to  find 
their  ignorance  changing  into  knowledge. 

When  you  were  at  Syracuse,  you  promised  to  call  on  me  but  I 
vras  disappointed  to  find  that  you  had  been  so  busy  that  you  could 
not  come.  While  I  am  at  school,  I  feel  an  interest  in  attending  to  the 
explanation  of  the  instructor.  I  always  feel  very  anxious  to  have 
•ny  brother  or  friends  come  here  because  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
see  them.  After  the  completion  of  my  education,  I  shall  leave 
here  and  go  home  in  about  six  months.  I  shall  be  sorry  to  part 
iivith  all  the  deaf  and  dumb  pupils  because  my  friendship  with  them 
always  give  me  much  cheerfulness  and  happiness.  I  think  that  I 
shall  perhaps  see  them  no  more  in  this  .world.  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  shall  return  back  to  visit  them  or  not.  Please  to  tell 
your  cousin  that  she  must  write  to  me  as  soon  as  she  can.  I  ex- 
pect to  have  your  cousin  do  so,  and  I  shall  feel  pleasure  while 
reading  her  letter.  Will  you  please  to  give  my  respects  to  your 
friends  whom  with  I  am  acquainted. 

Yours  affectionately 

M.  M.  C. 


By  a  lad  16  years  of  age,  under  instruction  4i  years, 

A  gentleman  in  France  was  a  good  man — He  had  no  relations, 
and  he  was  an  only  poor  man — He  meditated  that  he  would  by 
himself  work  in  a  farm  that  he  owned.  He  decided  and  he  went 
to  work  in  it.  At  length  the  frcnch  gentleman  went  into  a  house 
and  saw  a  beautiful  lady.  He  felt  very  much  love  to  her  and  he 
would  often  visit  her.     Afterwards  he  asked,  Would  you  please  to 
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marry  me  T  She  wai  very  willing  to  marry  bim.  But  she  said  Icr 
kim,  that  he  should  ask  her  father  amd  mother  to  let  him  marry 
kerr  Theft  ke  asked  them  to  do  so,  but  they  would  not  do  so* 
The  father  inquired,  Had  the  freneh  genttemaa  nioch  mone j  Z 
Then  ho  answered  that  be. bod  not  so. 

The  father  would  not  let  him  marry  her. 

He  was  very  sorry.    Also  the  lady  was  sorry. 

In  the  afternoon  he  left  her  and  went  away. 

While  he  was  walking,^  he  was  very  sorry  to  meditate  on  hii 
disappointment*  In  the  evening  he  was  walking  still  in  a  road^ 
and  he  did  not  take  warning  lo  walk  around  some  large  thing.  He 
walked  straight  in  the  road.  He  stubbed  his  toe  against  some  cer- 
tain thing,  and  be  did  not  know  what  it  was^.  He  took  it,  and 
eould  not  see  it. 

He  carried  it,  and  went  into  a  house  and  be  put  a  lamp  on  a  ta- 
ble.. He  eould  see  that  it  was  a  bag  with  a  great  of  deal  of  gold 
in  it.  He  was  very  joyful  to  possess  the  gold*  But  he  thought 
that  if  he  kept  it,  it  was  not  right  X  He  inquired^  Whose  gold  i» 
this  t  He  had  there  about  two  and  a  third  thousand  dollars.  He 
carried  the  gold  to  his  friend  who  was  a  minister,,  and  he  said  to 
him  what  he  had  done.  Then  he  asked  the  minister,,  that  the  mi* 
nister  shouTd  inquire  on  Sunday,  Whose  gold  is  this  ?  The  minis- 
ter did  so,  but  any  body  who  had  lost  the  same  gold,  did  not  eome 
to  him  in  a  long  time.  Sometimes  some  men  thought  that  tbey 
'could  contrive  how  Co  receive  the  gold,  and  then  they  came  to  the 
minister  to  try. 

They  said  to  him  that  they  were  very  sorry  to  have  lost  the  gold* 
But  he  inquired  of  them,  what  was  the  gold  in  T  They  could  not 
tell  him,  and  they  were  very  much  asliamcd.  Still  two  years  no 
body  came,  therefore  he  gave  the  great  of  deal  of  gold  to  french 
gentleman  again.  The  gentleman  received  it  and  then  he  went  to 
the  house  and  said  to  the  father,  that  ke  had  gold  enough.  He 
asked  the  father,  Would  the  father  please  to  let  him  marry  the 
beautiful  lady  T 

The  father  said,  he  would  so.  Then  the  gentleman  said  to  the 
lady  that  the  father  said  so. 

The  gentleman  and  lady  were  very  joyful  to  marry  soon.  Then 
the  gentleman  married  her.  Ho  had  before  gotten  a  large  farm 
and  orchard,  and  a  beautiful  house.  They  dwelt  in  the  beautiful 
house  and  were  pious.  In  the  afternoon  the  french  gentleman  was 
ploughing  in  a  field.  In  the  twilight  of  evening  he  drove  his  oxen 
and  plough  to  the  barn.  He  saw  two  gentlen>cn  who  were  riding 
in  a  gig  down  a  hill  of  road  and  they  fell  out  of  it  upon  the  ground. 
They  were  hurt  and  be  ran  fast  toward  them.  He  asked  them. 
What  was  the  matter  t  They  said  to  him,  iheir  sides  were  hart. 
They  told  him  that  they  had  i)cfore  fallen  down  in  the  same  place, 
and  this  was  very  bad  and  dirty.  They  said  lo  him  that  they  lost 
two  and  a  third  thousand  dollars  which  hy  there. 

He  could  not  tell  them  himself  about  it.  They  had  come  from 
Asia,  and  they  continued  to  talk  with  him.     Afterwards  he  invited 


ihem  into  his  hoase,  and  he  told  them  that  they  sliould  stay  lieri 
all  night 

Then  he  left  the  house,  and  ran  fa^t  to  a  new  mtnbter,  because 
the  other  was  dead. 

He  called  him,  and  went  with  Inm  out  of  the  house  again.  The 
«ext  day  in  the  morning  the  gentleman  confessed  that  the  two 

Sntlemen'^s  gold  was  found  by  nim.  He  gave  a  deed  of  the  farm 
r  the  gold  to  them,  and  read  the  deed  to  them. 

Now  he  did  not  own  his  farm,  "and  he  was  pleased  to  give  the 
tfarm  to  them.  They  wondered  that  he  should  confess,  and  gave 
at  to  them.     But  they  presented  the  farm  to  him  again. 

They  said,  God  woind  bless  hun,  because  lie  was  a  good  man. 
They  tore  the  deed  and  again  wrote  a  new  deed  of  the  farm,  aa4 
then  gave  it  to  him. 

He  had  a  family  and  a  respectable  property. 

They  left  him,  «nd  went  away^ 


By  a  lad  15  year$  of  age^  under  instruction  41  yeitr$. 

THE  WBAliB  PfSHERT. 

The  Northern  and  Southern  oceans  are  the  habitation  of  irniu^ 
tnerable  whales.  Whale  fishers  go  on  a  voyage  to  fish  for  whales 
vn  a  whale  ship. 

The  take  a  row  to  a  whale  lying  in  the  water,  and  thrust  into 
it  by  means  of  a  harpoon  on  whose  end  a  cable  hangs.  At  the 
same  instant  the  whale  goes  down  into  the  water  very  suddenly 
%vhile  the  cable  run^  out  throxigh  a  notch  very  instantly  on  which 
a  whale  fisher  constantly  pours  water  and  keeps  it  from  catching 
fire.  Sometimes  the  rope  running  out  tangles  together  and  must 
be  cut  ofif  to  let  the  whale  go  away. 

Sometimes  the  rope  constantly  runs  ouL  If  it  will  be  by  and 
by  done,  it  must  now  be  tied  with  other  ropes  and  if  not,  it  must 
be  cut  off  to  let  the  whale  go  away.  Unless  it  was  cut  oflf,  the 
boat  would  be  drawn  into  the  water,  and  the  whale  fishers  would 
be  drowned. 

He  waits  for  the  whale  to  come  out  of  the  water  and  then  finds 
it,  and  sees  the  bloody  water  thrown  by  it.  The  blood  of  water 
it  indicative  that  it  will  die.  They  take  a  row  to  it  and  drag  it 
to  the  whale  ship. 

Sometimes  they  stay  close  to  it  and  afterwards  the  whale  ship 
goes  to  overtake  it.  It  cannot  be  put  on  board  the  vessel;  but  it 
n  cut  in  parts  in  order  to  put  on  board.  The  parts  of  the  whale 
are  heated  by  a  large  fire,  and  converted  into  oil  which  fills  about 
140  barrels.     lu  tongue  is  converted  into  oil  which  fills  about  six 

barrels. 

The  hollow  of  its  brain  which  is  full  of  oil  within  its  large  head 
in  the  South  seas,  fills  about  16  barrels.  Oil  becomes  stiff  and 
then  it  is  denominated  the  Spermaceti.  The  Spermaceti  whalers, 
mouth  is  so  broad  that  it  can  swallow  a  fish  about  five  feet  long 
in  the  Sooth  Seas.     But  in  the  North  Seas  having  a  small  mouthy 
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it  cftnnot  swhllow  a  large  fish  yet  the  whales  are  more  numerous 
than  they  are  in  the  South  seas.  The  Northern  whales  live  on 
snails,  shell-fish,  muscles,  and  little  fishes.  The  whale  fishery  is 
▼cry  dangerous.  We  ought  to  remember  the  sailors  who  eodurc 
the  hardships  of  whaling  to  give  us  light  in  the  night*^ 


By  a  lad  13  yeixrs  oldy  undti"  in$(ruction  5  years. 


KURAL  LIFE. 


The  children^  hnsband  and  wife  tive  in  a  cottage  which  stsods 
near  a  pond,  barn  and  farm. 

The  fowls  walk  about  the  cottage,  the  pigeons  fly  into  a  Ao^^ 
box  and  sit  in  the  nests  or  they  themselves  put  their  heads  into  the 
dove-holes  to  look  about  the  ^and  while  they  stand  in  it.  The 
ducks  and  the  geese  move  to  swim  in  the  pond  with  their  webbed 
feet  which  push  against  the  pond.  They. dive  their  necks  into  it 
to  clean  their  feathers.  The  ducks  and  geese  rise  Dp,  they  posh 
against  the  pond  with  their  webbed  feet  and  they  stretch  cot  the 
wings  and  they  shake  up  their  feathers.  The  children  make  little 
sloops  and  then  they  bring  them  and  they  put  them  on  the  pond 
and  the  air  blows  against  the  sails  and  the  sloops  sail  aboat  the 
pond.  The  children  draw  a  small  waggon  on  the  ground  about 
the  cottage,  they  put  the  sticks  and  chips  into  the  small  waggon* 
Then  they  draw  it  and  they  take  them  from  the  small  waggon  and 
bring  them.  They  fall  upon  the  bricks  near  a  fire  place  off  the 
children's  arm9.  The  hens,  ducks  and  geese  enter  a  roost,  thejr 
git  on  the  land  and  the  hens  cling  on  the  sticks  in  the  roost.  Two 
of  the  children  sit  on  the  end  of  a  board  on  a  trunk  of  a  tree.  The 
boy  stands  on  the  middle  of  the  board  and  he  balances  then)  up 
and  down.  The  children  play  ball  with  each  other  or  they  play 
marbles  which  go  into  a  hole.  They  throw  the  stones  against  the 
apples  which  fall  upon  the  land  and  they  take  them  to  eat  A 
husband  is  industrious  to  work  hardly  in  his  farm  before  the  win- 
ter. At  length  the  winter  comes,  the  children  draw  the  sleds  op 
a  hill,  they  sit  on  them  and  one  of  them  pulls  them  on  the  sleds 
launching  down  on  the  snow.  Then  they  draw  the  sleds  up  the 
hill,  one  of  them  lays  his  breast  upon  one  of  them  launching  rapid- 
ly on  the  snow.  They  take  the  snow,  they  squeeze  the  snow 
balls  and  they  throw  them  against  them  or  they  dodge  them  to 
pass  near  them  upon  the  sinow.  The  husband  walks  among  lh« 
trees,  he  cuts  them  which  fall  down  upon  the  ground  and  he  splits 
the  boughs  off  from  the  trees.  He  lies  a  cord  about  the  bundles 
of  the  sticks  and  lie  bringss  them  to  his  house.  When  he  enters 
it,  he  makes  the  fire  on  a  fire  place.  His  happy  children  sit  about 
it  for  comfort.  His  wife  mends  the  clothes  and  knits  stockings  for 
the  children.  They  wear  them  which  make  them  warm.  Her 
husband  is  industrious  to  make  his  house  which  defends  the  cbil* 
dren  from  the  cold.  At  the  meals,  they  all  eat  the  food  on  a  U- 
ble  near  the  fireside.     Then  Uie  wife  washes  the  earthen  ware 
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and  she  puts  it  into  a  closet.  Qne  of  the  children  puts  the  bab^ 
into  a  cradle  and  he  rocks  it  as  it  begins  to  sleep.  They  take  at) 
interest  in  looking  at  the  pictures  in  a  book  as  they  sit  about  the 
fireside — One  of  the  children  puts  a  handkerchief  on  his  eyes  and 
ties  it  about  his  head.  Then  he  cannot  see  them  and  he  feels  to 
catch  them  or  they  touch  him — The  children  dispute  with  each 
other  and  the  wife  commands  them  to  be  still.  She  conimands 
one  of  them  to  bring  the  sticks,  he  obeys  her  and  he  puts  them  on 
tbe  fireplace.  On  Sunday  the  wife  washes  the  faces  and  hands  of 
the  children  near  the  fireside,  they  put  on  the  clothes  and  they 
come  from  a  chamber  to  the  fireplace  to  warm  themselves.  The 
children,  husband  and  wife  leave  their  house. and  they  go  to  a 
meeting-house  to  worship  God.*  They  sit  in  it  and  a  preacher 
preaches  to  the  people  about  Christ  the  Saviour.  At  length  they 
scatter  away,  the  children,  husband  and  wife  come  to  thccottaffe 
and  they  eat  the  food  on  the  table  near  the  fireside.  The  chil« 
dren  go  to  the  beds  and  lay  themselves  upon  them.  They  obtain 
sleep. 


By  a  lad  10  years  of  age^  under  instruction  4  years. 

AN    ACCOUNT    OF   MYSELF. 

About  8  years  ago,  there  were  some  men  or  boys  who,  I  saw, 
skated  with  great  rapidity  on  the  ice.  After  having  eaten  my 
breakfast,  I  ran  on  the  ice  with  great  delight.  I  was  much  amu- 
sed by  following  some  men  who  skated,  f  continued  to  play  with 
Bomc  young  boys  until  towards  afternoon.  I  liked  to  draw  a  sledge 
on  which  they  sat.  But  another  boy  of  my  acquaintance  took  it 
and  pushed  it  to  slide  on  the  ice.  At  length,  it  stopped  sliding,  I 
ran  to  draw  it  again  but  he  warned  me  of  my  danger.  But  I  could 
not  believe  him.  I  ran  towards  the  sledge,  but  the  ice  suddenly 
gave  away  with ,  me  and  I  almost  sank  into  the  water.  But  I 
stretched  out  my  arms  upon  the  hole  of  the  ice  so  that  I  might  not 
sink  intD  the  water.  The  was  very  afraid  and  ran  to  save  me, 
but  he  was  about  to  break  the  ice.  Ho  was  obliged  to  leave  me. 
At  length,  another  man  run  towards  me  to  save  me,  but  he  sud- 
denly stepped  off  into  the  water.  I  also  sank  down  under  the 
water.  He  knew  how  to  swim  very  well.  Swimming  down  in- 
to the  water  and  taking  me,  he  swam  with  me  out  of  the  wa« 
ter.  While  he  was  taking  me  in  his  arm,  some  people  threw  a 
rope  to  him  who  took  hold  of  it,  which  they  drew  to  them. — 
Soon  my  father  took  me,  carried  me  into  my  friends  house,  and 
stripped  off  my  clothes.  He  wrapped  me  up  in  a  blanket  to  ^ive 
me  warmth  and  then  he  carried  me  home  and  lay  me  on  a  bed. 
The  foliowinff  day,  I  was  very  well  again.  One  pleasant  day, 
I  went  to  a  dam  on  which  I  stood  to  angle.  I  looked  back  at 
a  boy  who  came  to  me  and  walked  on  th^  dam.  But  when  he  fcli 
from  the  dam  into  the  water,  he  went  to  the  bottom  of  the  water 
and  came  again  out  of  the  water  and  he  went  again  to  the  bottom, 
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at  which  ho  rcmaine^l.  He  was  not  able  to  swim  very  well  aod 
he  was  very  weary  of  endeavoring  to  swim.  Some  men  dived 
into  the  water  and  took  him  out  of  the  water.  A  doctir  found  that 
he  was  lifeless  and  cold.  His  parents  were  very  sorry  for  the  loss 
of  their  only  son. 


By  a  young  lady  16  years  of  age^  under  instruction  six  years. 


PftlDB. 


Pride  is  a  bad  thing.  Most  of  people  are  prouder  than  they 
ought  to  be.  Many  of  the  gentlemen  are  proud  of  the  long  whiskers 
which  ffrow  from  the  hinder-part  of  their  cheeks  to  their  chins  be- 
cause they  wish  to  show  their  pretty  faces  with  the  whiskers. — 
They  wear  tight  pantaloons  and  tight  boots  which  are  so  polished. 
When  they  meet  the  beautiful  ladies,  they  bow  courteously  to 
them.  They  sometimes  put  white  silk  gloves  on  their  hands  and 
lean  upon  a  light  cane  when  they  walk.  Siome  boys  are  proad  be- 
cause they  can  smoke  cigars  like  a  man.  They  teU  openly  that 
they  can  skate  on  the  ice  and  make  letters  elegantly  and  can  also 
swim  very  well. 

Many  ladies  are  proud  of  their  regular  forms  and  features  and 
wear  tight  and  slim  shoes.    Sometimes  they  spend  much  tinoe  id 
brushing  their  teeth,  which  are  very  white  like  snow.     Some  of 
them  sprinkle  their  faces  with  magnesia  and  also  paint  their  cheeks 
like  pink  to  make  themselves  beautiful.     They  put  a  few  small 
and  black  spots  of  court-plaister  on  their  faces  but  they  have  no 
sores  on  them  for  they  wish  to  show  their  pretty  faces  to  the  peo- 
ple and  the  peioes  of  court-plaister  are  little  traitors.     They  ge- 
nerally wear  full  sleeves  like  a  balloon,  and  their  waists  are  as 
tight  as  a  club.     Their  hair  is  perfumed  which  the  gentlemen  al- 
wavs  like  to  smell  sweetly.     When  some  young  ladies  are  in  pub- 
lic-houses at  the  balls,  they  feel  proud  as  they  think  themselves  to 
be  excellent  dancers.     They  often  get  rid  of  the  poor  when  they 
feel  desirous  of  them  that  they  give  them  some  money.    Most  of 
the  ladies  generally  are  wearing  apparel  with  rich  ornaments  in 
their  dresses  and  they  expect  with  gladness  that  some  gentlemen 
will  believe  that  they  are  very  opulent    It  is  often  known  that 
they  like  to  marry  dandies  better  than  peasants,  and  the  former 
sometimes  give  some  rings  to  their  gay  belles  as  a  token  of  love 
and  marriage.    They  ride  in  splendid  and  rich  barouches  and 
ramble  through  the  streets  for  showing  rich  dresses  to  the  people. 
I  heard  that  a  girl  was  fond  of  thinking  about  her  new  dress  and 
said  to  herself  '^  I  am  handsomer  than  any  body."    There  is  a 
proverb,  ^'  pride  goeth  before  a  fall." 
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By  a  young  lady  19  years  of  age^  under  insiruciion  7  yeart* 

Last  ChristmaSi  one  of  the  teachers  of  this  Institution,  invited 
me  to  go  with  him  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  his  parents  who  live 
in  Princeton,  New-Jersey.  Wc  rode  in  a  carriage  to  the  wharf 
▼ery  early  in  the  morning,  for  the  purpose  of  going  in  a  steam- 
boat to  South  Amhoy.  Wc  went  in  it  to  S.  Amboy  and  entered 
the  rail  car  which  ran  swiftly.  It  gave  me  much  pleasure  to  tra- 
vel through  New-Jersey,  for  I  wished  to  see  the-  Theological  Se- 
minary. We  arrived  there  at  one  o'clock  and  were  very  glad  to 
see  the  teacher's  parents  and  family  who  seemed  to  be  happy  to 
have  us  come  and  pay  a  visit  to  them,  and  treated  us  very  atten- 
tively. I  fell  grateful  to  Mr.  C.  for  his  kindness  to  take  good 
care  of  me  while  we  rode  from  the  city  to  Princeton.  We  staid 
there  two  days.  I  saw  many  young  gentlemen  walking  in  confusion 
in  the  rooms  of  the  Theological  Seminary.     I  think  they  were  en- 

faged  studying  for  the  ministry  and  they  seemed  to  be  fond  of  it. 
was  much  delighted  to  see  the  seminary  which  is  in  a  very  hand- 
some situation  and  is  made  of  brown  stones.  It  has  four  stories 
and  is  150  or  160  feet  in  length  and  40  feet  wide.  There  is  a  ve- 
ry pleasant  yard  for  the  students.  There  is  a  new  chapel  for  them 
to  attend  in  it  to  the  instruction  of  the  professors  of  the  seminary. 
There  are  about  120  students  in  the  Theological  Seminary  now. 
When  we  were  about  coming  to  the  Institution,  we  entered  the  cha* 
pel  and  admired  to  see  it  which  was  beautiful  and  then  I  told  Mr.  C. 
that  I  wished  to  have  the  same  chapel  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  for  I 
thought  it  was  better  than  our  chapel.  After  we  took  our  breakfast 
vre  entered  the  stage  and  rode  to  Heightstown.  I  began  to  feel  sor- 
row to  part  with  Mr.  C's  parents  and  family  for  I  liked  them  much 
indeed,  but  I  dismissed  my  sorrowful  feelings,  for  I  was  obliged  to 
come  here  for  the  purpose  of  learning.  We  rode  in  the  rail  car 
which  ran  quickly'  and  then  we  entered  the  steam-boat  and  came 
to  the  city.  When  we  arrived,  we  took  the  car  for  coming  back 
here  again.  I  was  very  glad  to  meet  and  sec  my  class*mates  and 
all  the  pupils  for  I  had  not  seen  or  talked  with  them  for  two  days. 
They  appear  like  my  brothers  and  sisters  in  this  Institution.  , 


By  a  lad  16  yean  ofage^  under  imiruction  4}  years. 

THE  LIFE  OP  MYSELF. 

I  was  born  in  Vineyard,  Grandile  county,  Vermont,  on  the  9th 
of  April,  1818.  I  was  not  born  deaf  and  dumb,  but  I  could  speak 
and  bear.  When  I  was  about  two  years  old,  I  was  very  sick  and 
almost  died,  and  my  right  eye  swelled  very  severely.  At  length, 
I  recovered  from  sickness,  and  it  was  found  that  I  was  deaf  and 
dumb,  and  blind  in  my  right  eye. 

At  the  age  of  about  five  years,  I  rode  in  a  sleigh  in  the  winter 
with  my  parents  from  the  town  of  Vineyard,  to  that  of  Malone, 
Franklin  county,  N.  Y.    At  that  time,  I  was  often  afraid  of  straii* 
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cers*  Haviog  arrived  at  Malone,  my  father  held  me  strongly  with 
bis  haods  before  an  electrical  machine,  that  I  might  not  mov'e, 
while  two  persons  put  two  wires  of  that  machine  to  the  drums  of 
my  ears.  The  electricity  gave  mc  the  shock  for  several  minutes, 
but  I  did  not  cry  for  the  fear  of  my  father's  rebuke,  but  only 
wept. 

We  lodged  in  a  hotel,  and  returned  to  the  house  for  the  same 
purpose  every  morning  and  evening  for  a  few  weeks.  When  I  told 
my  parents  that  I  was  displeased  with  our  going  to  the  house  to 
receive  the  shocks,  they  deceived  me  in  various  ways  by  telling 
me  that  we  should  go  home.  It  was  found  that  I  continued  deaf 
and  dumb  from  my  sickness.  My  parents'  hopes  of  recovering 
my  hearing  was  lost,  and  they  were  very  sorry  for  my  deafness. 
We  returned  home. 

I  was  fond  of  fishing  on  Lake  Champlain  with  my  brothers,  and 
rowing  a  boat  there.  One  cold  day,  in  the  winter,  my  parents 
rode  in  a  sleigh  on  the  ice  of  Lake  Champlain  with  my  brothers 
and  sisters  and  myself  to  visit  my  grand  parents,  and  relatives. 
We  were  very  glad  to  see  them  and  made  a  stay  for  several  hours. 

The  next  year,  my  father  went  to  Malone  with  his  older  son  to 
look  for  land  for  our  future  residence.  They,  having  found  such 
land  as  he  wished,  built  a  new  cottage  near  a  brook.  After  se- 
veral weeks,  when  my  father  had  built  the  cottage,  he  returned 
home.  Then  he  rode  in  a  large  sleigh  with  his  mmily  fn  the  se- 
vere winter  to  my  grand  parents  and  relatives,  and  spent  a  day  to 
visit  them. 

Afterwards,  we  rode  in  the  sleigh  for  a  few  days  in  which  time 
we  slept  in  a  hotel  every  night,  when  we  stopped  in  the  evening. 
We  arrived  at  Malone;  and  when  we  saw  a  beautiful  house  on  the 
other  side  of  a  road,  my  parents  pointed  me  to  it,  and  told  me  that 
it  was  the  same  builaing  in  which  the  electricity  had  given  me  the 
shocks  to  recover  my  hearing  at  the  age  of  about  five  years.  We 
were  very  glad  to  see  the  new  cottage. 

In  spring,  my  father  and  his  sons  worked  on  his  farm  which  he 
divided  into  several  fields  for  hay,  corn,  wheat,  rye,  potatoes,  &c. 

In  summer,  I  was  fond  of  playing  with  toys  with  my  sisters  and 
neighbors. 

I  went  to  the  country  school  with  my  sisters  and  some  of  my 
brothers  to  learn  hand  writing  for  three  years. 

When  I  saw  the  clouds  coming  up,  I  thought  the  smoke  of  fire 
came  up  from  the  forests,  and  in  the  smoke  some  people  sprinkled 
the  earth  with  water  drawn  from  the  streams. 

I  thought  that  in  the  lightning,  somebody  in  the  clouds  cut  off 
his  hands  and  threw  them  into  lightning  in  my  sight;  and  he  re- 
newed his  hands  again.  Also  it  was  my  idea  that  the  earth  ^ras 
fixed  and  level  to  the  ends.  The  sun  was  moving,  and  when  it 
•et  in  the  west,  it  fell  down  beyond  the  end  of  the  earth,  and  after 
twelve  hours,  another  sun  rose  from  beyond  its  end. 

I  thought  that  a  great  many  people  on  the  earth  blew  out  of 
their  mouths  in  the  wind  to  cool  us.  The  moon  and  stars,  when 
the  son  came  near  them,  went  away,  and  when  it  set,  they  came 
back.    I  feared  the  moon  on  account  of  her  looking  at  me. 
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Some  spirit  in  the  clouds  Uew  hit  trumpet  to  the  ^rth  in  the 
thunder. 

I  feared  one  spirit  in  the  sky,  that  if  I  committed  a  crimCf  he 
'would  kill  me;  for  my  brothers  and  sisters  had  told  me  a  little 
bout  the  spirit  who  could  sec  us  always.     Sometimes  I  feared  to 

0  under  the  clouds,  because  I  thought  some  beast  would  come 
rom  them  upon  me. 

I  did  not  know  that  I  had  a  soul,  but  I  thought  that  I  should  die, 
and  ail  my  body  would  moulder  like  the  beasU 

During  the  northern  lights,  or  Aurora  Borcalis,  I  thought  there 
inras  a  great  fire  from  the  forests,  I  did  not  think  about  the  snow 
at  the  pole, 

I  was  not  fond  of  working  on  the  farm,  on  account  of  the  sun's 
shining  upon  me,  but  I  was  most  fond  of  fishing. 

When  I  entered  the  prayer-meeting,  or  meeting-houses,  I  never 
lauj^hed;  for  I  feared  the  spirit  who  looked  at  me. 

Often  I  though  of  myself,  *'  I  am  deaf  and  dumb  and  miserable. " 
I  besought  my  parents  to  help  me  open  my  ears,  for  I  had  little 
talked  with  my  relatives  and  friends.  But  they  told  me  that  they 
could  not  help  me. 

At  the  age  of  12  years,  the  governor  of  New- York  sent  a  letter 
to  my  father,  that  I  should  come  to  the  New- York  Institution  for 
Che  instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  When  1  was  informed  of 
it.  my  joy  was  more  kindled  than  ever  from  my  birth,  for  I  had 
never  talked  with  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  A  few jveeks  thence,  when 
tny  clothes  had  been  prepared.  I  rode  in  a  wagon  with  my  friend 
to  a  town  which  was  situated  on  a  river.  One  afternoon^  we  sail- 
ed in  a  steam-boat  to  a  town  which  was  situated  on  the  canal. 
We  went  in  the  canal-boat  to  Troy.  We  then  went  into  a  steam- 
boat for  Albany.  Having  arrived  there,  I  admired  the  large  city, 
for  I  had  never  seen  a  citv  before  this. 

We  went  into  a  steam-boat  for  New- York,  one  afternoon.  The 
next  day,  we  arrived  there,  and  I  admired  the  city,  being  great 
and  beautiful.  We  got  into  a  coach  for  the  Institution  of  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb.  This  was  on  the  1st  of  July,  1880.  When  I  enter- 
ed this  building,  I  wondered  to  sec  many  deaf  and  dumb  pupils 
who  could  write  on  subjects  and  spell  with  the  fingers. 

1  was  first  taught  to  spell  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  with  the 
finders,  and  new  words  every  day. 

I  expected  that  I  should  not  be  able  to  pursue  my  studies  and 
read  any  book;  but  the  next  half  a  year,  I  leared  phrases  and  com- 
positions. The-  next  year,  my  improvement  increased,  and  I  learn- 
ed arithmetic,  and  to  write  stories,  and  on  subjects.  I  was  taught 
geography,  and  other  books.  I  was  in  light  mind  about  the  things 
conjerning  the  earth,  sun,  planets  and  stars. 

I  do  not  continue  to  make  such  mistakes  in  my  thoughts  as  I 
have  told  you. 

I  am  very  glad  to  have  been  taught  about  the  things  concerning 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

I  am  taught  history,  arithmetic,  geography,  the  Bible  on  Sunday 
and  compositions. 
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I  cm  asU>Dished  to  think  of  the  great  difference  between  my  on- 
educated  rhind  and  enlightened  one. 


By  a  lad  17  years  cf  age^  under  instruclian  5  years. 

Xerxes'  expedition  to  Greece. 

Xerxes  was  the  son  of  Darius  Hystaspes,  King  of  Persia.  He 
succeeded  him,  and  defeated  Egypt  with  bis  army.  During  his 
residence  in  the  palace  in  tlic  city  of  Susa,  in  Persia,  he  conunaad- 
ed  men  to  be  taught  the  military  arts  in  every  province  in  the 
Persian  Emprie,  because  they  would  prepare  to  make  war  against 
Greece  in  three  years«  After  this.  Xerxes  led  a  prodigious  army 
from  Persia  through  several  provinces,  by  land,  and  arrived  at 
Sardis  in  the  provice  of  Lydia  where  they  encamped  through  the 
winter.  At  the  beginning  of  spring,  they  broke  up  their  campt 
and  marched  to  the  Hellespont,  but  they  eould  not  cross  it.  Ther 
placed  two  bridges  of  boats  across  the  Hellespont  and  they  crossed 
It  in  safely.  After  their  arrival  at  Thrace,  Xerxes  marched  with 
the  army  through  that  province  which  he  defeated.  He  ordered 
all  the  people  there  to  assist  him  in  his  engagements.  He  we&t 
with  the  army  to  Doricus,  in  Thrace,  situated  at  tlie  mouth  of  the 
Hebrus  River  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  Persian  fleet  wliich  had 
come  up.  At  Doricus,  Xerxes'  land  forces  amounted  to  1,800,000. 
men,  and  his  navel  forces  consisted  of  4207  vessels.  He  sent  the 
fleet  to  sail  to  the  straits  of  Thermopylae  f<)r  he  would  go  round 
and  meet  them  there.  He  marched  with  the  army  to  Macedonia 
which  ho  defeated^  and  also,  hence  to  Thissaly  which  he  conquer- 
ed. During  his  jouri>ey  towards  Greece,  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try contrived  how  to  defend  themselves  from  the  attuck  of  the 
army,  nad  the  Greeks,  amounting  to  4000  men,  under  the  command 
of  Leonidas,  went  to  the  top  of  the  mountaiiis  near  the  straits  of 
Thermopylae.  Xerxes  nrvarched  with  bis  army  through  the  nar- 
row pass  below  the  mountains  where  the  Greeks  threw.many  rocks 
upon  the  Persian  army  who  fell  back  upon  the  rear,  aod  20,000  of 
them  were  killed  in  2  days*  But  one  of  the  Greeks  who^vasa 
traitor,  came  down  and  led  the  Persian  army  up  to  the  top  wheie 
they  surrounded  the  Greeks,  many  of  ^hom  escaped,  but  the  rest, 
amounting  to  300  men  who  were  very  brave,  assisted  Leonidas  in 
fighiing  with  the  Persian  army,  a  great  many  of  whom  were  killed, 
and  all  the  300  men  and  Leonidas  were  killed.  The  Persian  army 
rejoiced  at  the  victory.  They  left  the  mountains  for  Athens,  and 
on  their  way  towards  that  city,  the  Greeks  heard  of  their  coming, 
and  contrived  how  to  defend  themselves  from  the  attack  of  the 
Persian  army,  and  many  the  Greeks  escaped  from  the  city  for  ihc 
island  of  Solamis,  and  some  others  in  the  Grecian  Auchipelago,  ana 
also,  iliu  Grecian  fleet,  consisting  of  400  vcssifls,  went  into  the 
straits  of  Salamis  for  defending  themselves  from  the  attack  of  the 
Persian  fleet,  of  4207  vesj^els..  The  line  of  the  Grecian  fleet  ex- 
tended from  the  island  to  the  land  so  that  the  Persian  fleet  could 
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not  pas9  through  it*  and  the  former  conquered  the  latter.  The 
Persian  army  who  were  on  the  hill  of  Athens,  looked  at  the  fall  of 
their  fleet.  They  feared  that  the  Grecian  fleet  would  go  to  the 
Hellespont  and  destroy  the  bridges  of  boats,  so  that  they  returned 
there,  but  the  bridges  of  boats  were  destroyed  and  scattered  by 
storms.  They  were  obliged  to  sail  in  the  boats  of  fishermen,  and 
went  with  Xerxes  to  Susa  where  he  lived. 

He  leagued  with  Hamilcar,  a  general  of  Carthage,  to  make  war 
against  the  Greeks  in  Italy,  and  Sicily.  Hamilcar  raised  up  men 
and  went  from  Carthage  to  Sicily  where  he  encamped  with  them 
in  a  fortification.  He  sent  a  letter  to  his  horsemen  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  them  to  come  to  a  feast,  but  one  of  the  Greeks  named 
Gclos  intercepted  it.  He  called  up  Grecian  horsemen,  and  went 
to  th:  I  spot  where  they  conquered  the  Carthagian  army,  and  burnt 
the  fleet.  After  Xerxes  arrived  at  Susa,  he  had  room  to  hope  that 
the  Greeks  would  soon  be  conquered,  but  he  heard  of  this  sad  fact, 
and  was  disappointed  and  chagrined. 


JBy  a  lad  IC  years  of  agCy  under  instruction  7  years. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  TI^E  IN8.TITUTION. 

In  the  year  1817,  the  Institution  was  established  for  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  in  New- York.  It  is  about  three  miles  and  a  half  from 
the  City  Hall.  The  wall  of  the  garden  which  lies  directly  east 
from  the  Institution,  is  near  the  mil-way.  This  garden  has  one 
acre  and  a  half  of  land  and  it  produces  a  great  many  diflerent  kinds 
of  vegetables  and  plants  to  use  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  pupils  to  eat 
during  the  time  of  Summer  and  Autumn,  The  Stable  which  is 
near  the  garden,  has  a  quantity  of  hay  &  oats  to  feed  horses  and 
cows  and  they  are  kept  in  it  during  all  night  or  during  the  winter. 
The  two  shops  which  are  enlarged ^in  building,  are  furnished  lor 
the  male  pupils  to  work  in  at  four  trades  viz  the  Shoe-making,  the 
tailoring,  the  Cabinet-making  and  the  book-binding.  The  Institu- 
tion leases  10  acres  of  land  consisting  of  two  meadows  besides  the 
lawn  for  the  male  pupils  to  play  in.  The  paths  of  the  lawn  are 
regulary  laid  out  near  four  rows  of  trees.  The  flower-garden  near 
the  middle  road  has  many  kinds  of  flowers. 

The  Institution  has  fruit-trees  which  have  been  planted  and  rais- 
ed some  years  ago.  The  building  is  110  feet  long  and  60  feet 
i0vide  and  it  is  made  of  bricks  and  stuccoed  like  marble.  It  has  four 
stories  besides  the  basement.  The  basement  is  where  the  male 
pupils  always  go  to  wash  ther  hands  and  faces  every  morning  or  as 
they  please.  This  is  called  the  Washing-room.  The  walls  of  the 
study  room  belonging  to  the  male  pupils,  are  painted  light  green 
and  it  is  in  the  first  story.  Those  of  the  study-room  belonging  to 
the  female  pupils  are  painted  the  same  color  and  it  is  in  the  second 
story.  Two  neat  and  large  rooms  are  furnished  for  all  the  pupils 
to  sleep  on  and  they  are  in  the  fourth  story.  The  Sick-room 
which  is  in  the  second  story  is  furnished  for  the  patients  to  keep 
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their  bed  some  dayi  or  weeks  till  they  are  recovered.  The  Di- 
rector's room  which  is  in  the  Second  story  has  800  or  900  volpmes 
in  the  library  and  it  has  philosopical  apparatus,  minerals  and  curi- 
osities in  the  library.  The  roof  of  this  building  is  almost  flat  and 
it  has  an  observatory  on  the  centre  of  it.  The  Institution  has  ac- 
commodation for  the  number  of  150  pupils  to  be  educated.  There 
are  now  about  130  or  137  pupils  in  the  Institution  and  there  are  7 
classes.  The  Institution  is  governed  by  the  Principal  and  instruc- 
tors in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  our  Directors. 


By  a  lad  16  years  of  age^  under  insttuctian  7  years, 

0»    WALTER    lALBIOH. 

Sir  W.  Raleigh  was  born  in  tlie  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousandr 
five  hundred,  and  fifty-two  in  the  town  of  Budleigh  in  Devonshire 
County,  England.  In  his  youth,  he  was  placed  in  Oriel  College 
where  he  was  educated  for  several  years.  He  was  highly  distio- 
guished  for  his  being  a  great  historian  and  navigator. 

He  also  performed  eminent  services  for  the  queen  Elizabeth  in 
defeating  the  Spanish  Armada  and  in  settling  the  part  of  North 
America,  now  called  Virginia.  While  he  abode  in  Virginia,  the 
Indians  tanght  him  how  to  smoke  and  chew  tobacco  and  he  iras 
kindly  treated  by  the  Indians.  The  Indians  presented  him  tvo 
hogsheads  full  of  tobacco  with  which  he  returned  to  Englao<i 
where  tobacco  had  never  been  used  before.  Once  when  he  was 
reading  his  book,  his  servant  brought  him  some  beer  but  he  saw 
him  smoking  and  he  immediately  poured  the  beer  upon  him  and 
then  he  ran  up  with  great  speed  to  his  family  whom  he  informed  that 
he  saw  the  fire  in  his  body  and  he  poured  the  beer  upon  him  to 
extinguish  the  flames.  He  lived  happily  under  the  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth when  the  sun-aet  of  her  life  had  arrived,  Raleigh  was  griev- 
ously persecuted  by  his  enemies  soon  after  the  accession  of  James 
I.  to  the  throne  of  England.  He  was  falsely  accused  of  high  trea- 
son and  therefore  he  was  imprisoned  in  the  royal  tower  for  13 
years  during  which  time  he  wrote  the  history  of  the  world  and 
many  poems.  After  he  had  been  set  at  liberty,  he  was  commis- 
sioned by  James  to  go  to  S.  America  to  obtain  great  quantities  of 
gold  and  silver.  After  his  arrival  in  S.  America,  he  was  discov- 
ered by  the  Spaniards  who  were  so  full  of  rage  towards  him  that 
they  followed  him  and  murdered  his  eldest  son  but  Sir  W.  Raleigh 
escaped  to  England. 

But  the  Spaniards  set  out  for  England  where  they  complained 
to  the  king  of  Raleigh  and  they  finally  prevailed  upon  him  to  pot 
him  to  death.  Raleigh  was  accordingly  beheaded  on  the  S9th  of 
October  1618.     His  head  was  then  kept  by  his  family. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  289. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  16,  1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  Directors  of  the  Central  Asylum  for  the  in. 
struction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  for  1834. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW- 
YORK. 

The  directors  of  the  Central  Asylum  for  the  instructionTof  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb^  under  «  grateful  sense  of  the  goodness  of  Diyine 
Providence,  would  respectfully  present  to  the  Legislature  the  foh 
lowing  report  of  the  institution  under  their  care,  for  the  year  l$34w 

The  number  of  pupils  at  the  date  of  our  last  report  was  thirty* 
one,  since  which  time  eight  have  left  the  school  and  nine  have  been 
admitted,  making  the  whole  numbet  now  in  the  Institution  thirty- 
twa 

Since  that  time,  we  have  added  to  the  mechanical  employments 
that  of  shoemaking,  at  which  some  of  the  male  pupils  have  been 
employed,  so'  that  at  printing  and  shoemaking  most  of  the  males 
have  been  engaged;  the  remainder  are  employed  in  agriculture, 
^rdening,  &c«  The  workshop  h  in  the  basement  story  of  the 
building  occupied  as  a  school-house* 

We  regret  exceedingly  the  limited  means  of  the  Institution  to 
provide  a  greater  variety  of  employments  for  the  pupils,  who  are 
only  to  be  benefitted,  and  many  of  whom  will  be  obliged  to  depend 
upon  their  own  exertions  for  future  support.  The  females  are  un« 
der  the  care  of  a  seamstress  when  ^ley  leave  the  school  rooms* 
ajnd  are  taught  knitting,  plain  sewing  and  needle  work,  that  they 
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may  be  accugtomed  to  habits  of  industry  and  application.  These 
arrangements  bring  the  whole  of  the  pupils  under  the  ahnost  con* 
Slant  supervision  of  one  or  more  persons,  and  is  the  nseaos  of  fit- 
ting them  to  support  themoelves  with  credit  when  they  shall  leave 
Ihe  school  and  mingle  in  the  world* 

We  feel  it  to  be  a  source  of  gratitude  to  the  great  giver  of  all 
good,  that  the  pupils  have  enjoyed  almost  UQintenrupted  good 
healtfar;  that  whh  the  exception  of  an  accident  which  happened  to 
one  of  the  pupils,  there  has  hardly  been  an  occasion  for  absence 
from  the  school  room  during  the  past  year, 

YcHi  will  perceive,  from  the  report  of  the  treasurer,  that  the 
amount  of  the  bill  for  medicines  and  medicaf  attendance  for  the 
yeaTi  has  been  only  16.28. 

The  income  of  the  Institution  during  the  past  year  has  faHeo 
short  of  the  receipts  of  the  preceding,  owing  to  the  operatioo  of 
the  law  authorizing  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  to 
make  the  selections  for  filling  up  vacancies  in  the  school.  He  has 
made  tRose  selections  at  the  proper  time,  but  the  parents  or  friends 
of  those  selected  have  been  extremely  dilatory  in  sending  them, 
and  in  some  instances  have  declined  accepting  of  the  offer  made  by 
the  State  to  instruct  their  children,  and  the  SuperiatendoDl  has 
been  obliged  to  select  others  in  their  places,  thus  lessening  the 
amount  of  receipts  materially.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  lostitu- 
tion  has  been  kept  in  operation^  and  the  amount  of  debts  has  been 
in  some  degree  reduced,  and  we  feel  confident  to  look  forward  to 
the  extinguishment  of  the  whole. 

For  a  statement  of  the  above,  we  would  refer  yon  to  the  trea- 
surer's account. 


The  board  feel  confident  that  from  the  increased  interest  which 
is  felt  throughout  the  civilized  world,  and  particularly  in  this  State, 
that  the  cause  of  the  deaf  mute  will  claim  that  attention  from  le* 
gislators  which  its  importance  demands.  The  thought  that  so 
large  a  portion  of  our  fellow-beings  should  be  left  in  ignoraoce, 
cannot  be  entertained.  The  welfare  of  community,  the  honor  of 
our  State,  the  happiness  of  their  immortal  souls,  demand  that  in- 
stitutions for  their  instruction  should  be  sustained,  that  they  ^f 
be  enabled  to  bestow  the  greatest  possible  amount  of  good  in  > 
given  time,  and  that  they  should  be  in  a  situation  where  all  may 
be  willing  to  sustain  them  in  their  efforts. 
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The  law  authorizing  the  supervisors  of  the  several  oountles  to 
select  and  send  a  certain  number  of  indigent  deaf  mutes  at  the  ei«* 
pense  of  the  county,  has  been  acted  upon  by  only  two  counties  in 
the  State,  viz.  New- York  and  Montgomery,  the  former  of  which 
supports  eleven  «t  the  New- York  Institution,  and  the  latter  two  at 
this.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  there  are  many  deaf  mutes  in 
other  counties,  who  are  fit  subjects  for  selection  by  the  supervi- 
sors, and  there  are  even  now  in  the  county  poor-houses  some  who 
might  be  instructed,  were  the  law  amended  so  as  to  make  it  impe- 
mtive  upon  the  supervisors. 

The  situation  of  this  Institution  has  often  been  presented  to  the 
>  Legislature,  and  we  respectfully  refer  to  the  former  reports  for  in- 
formation on  this  subject;  but  we  would  at  this  time  state  that  the 
amount  of  funds  bestowed  upon  it  has  barely  enabled  it  to  keep  in 
existence,  and  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  dass  for  which 
it  is  intended,  but  has  not  enabled  it  to  make  the  improvements 
which  it  otherwise  would.  This  will  account  for  not  having  more 
mechanical  branches  to  offer  to  the  pupils.  The  system  of  in- 
struction pursued  in  the  Institution  is  believed  to  be  substantially 
the  same  as  that  taught  in  the  other  Institutions  in  the  United 
States,  with  the  latest  improvements. 

The  mutes,  when  brought  first  to  school,  are  wholly  ignorant  of 
spoken  or  written  language,  and  as  the  latter  is  the  one  necessary 
for  them  to  understand  that  they  may  hold  converse  with  their 
more  fortunate  fellow-beings,  pxertions  should  be  made  to  render 
them  as  familiar  with  it  as  possible  in  the  limited  time  allowed 
them  for  attaining  knowledge  at  school.     For  this  purpose,  resort 
is  made  to  their  reasoning  faculties,  and  they  are  accustomed  to 
learn  the  different  connexions  of  words  in  forming  language  as  soon 
as  possible  after  commencing  instruction,  instead  of  spending  a  long 
time  in  committing  words  to  memory  with  nothing  to  fix  them  in 
their  minds  but. arbitrary  signs,  which  are  of  no  use  to  them  in 
their  intercourse  with  society;  and  it  has  been  the  practice  in  all 
institutions  for  deaf  mutes  to  depend  wholly  lipon  methodical  rigns, 
and  thus  render  the  mutes  mere  parrots,  without  imparting  ideas. 
This  Institution  has  followed  the  system  pursued  by  the  New- 
York  Institution,  of  making  the  language  of  action  the  means  of 
communicating  instruction,  and  as  the  Principal  of  that  Institution 
justly  remarks  in  the  last  repoit,  '*  that  the  employment  of  words 
themselves  is  considered  preferable  to  that  of  signs,  instituted  for 
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the  fole  purpose  of  recallhig  the  same  word^,^  we  have  nearly  dis- 
carded  Ihe  former  tedious  method  of  leaching  by  methodical  signs, 
and  placed  the  principal  reliance  on  the  language  of  action. 

This  Inslitutioo  waa  established  for  the  benefit  of  deaf  mutes  ge- 
aerally,  not  for  the  benefit  of  any  particular  section  of  country, 
and  it  seems  that  whenever  an  Institution  was  established,  it  ahoold 
ke  so  Kberally  endowed  as  to  enable  it  to  offer  lo  the  mutes  who 
may  be  placed  in  it  the  most  advantageous  methods  of  instruction, 
and  that  they  should  be  commodiously  situated  for  gaoiing  that  in- 
struction, as  well  aa  to  furnish  the  best  means  of  imparting  it,  by 
the  employment  of  a  suflicient  number  of  competent  instrmctors, 
and  the  possession  of  the  necessary  apparatus;  while  at  the  same 
time  they  are  presented  with  a  variety  of  mechanical  employ- 
ments during  proper  hours  for  labor,  that  at  the  close  of  the  tero> 
they  may  be  fitted  to  become  useful  citizens^ 

We  lament  that  it  has  not  been  thought  proper  to  place  the  In- 
stitution under  our  care  in  such  a  situation  as  we  could  wish^ 
but  we  trust  that  this  unfortunate  class  will  claim  that  attention 
from  their  fellow-citizens  which  their  situation  knpcrionsly  de- 
mands, shut  out  as  they  are  from  the  most  common  means  of  com- 
munication with  the  world. 

The  Legislature  have  already  made  appropriations  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  deaf  and  dumtb,  and  as  their  numbers  increase^  it  cannot 
be  supposed  that  they  will  relax  in  their  efforts  for  them,  or  that 

the  means  employed  shall  be  partial  and  insuflicient. 

» 

In  view  of  this,  the  directors  intend  to  present  a  menEiorial  urg- 
ing upon  yoia  the  necessity  of  making  an  additional  appropriation, 
sufficient  to  enable  them  to  enlarge  their  building  and  erect  suita- 
ble workshops,  &c.,  purchase  an  addition  to  their  apparatus  and 
employ  more  teachers,  that  those  mutes  who  are  now  growing  up 
in  utter  ignorance  may  be  enlightened,  and  their  countenances  be 
irradiated  witb  the  beams  of  knowledge,  and  gratitude  to  the 
great  giver  of  all  good,  for  rescuing  them  from  the  thraldom  of  ig- 
norance. 
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The  Central  Jlsylum  far  the  instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  in 
account  current  toith  the  Treasurer^  from  Jan.  15,  1884,  to  Jan. 
15,  1835. 

Receipts  in  1834. 

From  Comptroller,  for  State  pupils, ••••..•  $1|815  20 

Supervisors  of  Montgomery, 200  00 

Pay  and  part  pay  pupils, 123  28 

Annual  examinations,  &c., • « •  •  •  83  88 


^ 


•2,171  05 

Expenditures  in  1834. 

For  superintendence,  tuition,  servants,  &c.,  • .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  9801  68 

Rent  of  boarding-house  and  lot, 150  00 

Provisions,  wood,  &c., • 010  25 

Medicines  and  medical  attendance,  • 6  28 

Printing  annual  report, • 7  00 

Former  debts  to  different  persons, -       206  74 

92,171  05 

Other  Donations. 
From  editors  of  the  Saturday  Courier,  their  paper. 
•«  Albany  Gazette,  . " 

•*^  Christian  Mirror,  " 

"  Evening  Star,  '' 

**  Tract  Magazine,  their  magazine. 

From  ladies  of  Centra]  Canajoharie,  box  of  clothing  for  pupils. 
•*  Ames.  **  •* 


STATE  OB^  NEW-YORK. 


No.  290. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  14,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Select  committee  on  the  petition  of  inhabit 

tants  of  the  town  of  Oranville. 

Mr.  Moore,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Granville,  pray- 
ing for  an  act  to  raise  money  to  defray  certain  expenses  in  said 
town, 

REPORTED; 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee,  that  in  the  month  of  May, 
J 833,  the  streams  and  rivers. in  the  town  of  Granville,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  were,  in  consequence  of  long  and  excessive 
rains,  swollen  much  above  their  usual  height,  and  that  by  the  force 
of  their  waters  and  the  rapidity  of  their  currents,  -many  of  the 
most  expensive  and  costly  bridges  in  the  said  town  were  carried 
away,  and  others  greatly  injured:  it  further  appears,  that  at  a  spe- 
cial town-meeting  held  on  the  27th  day  of  May,  1833,  a  vote  was 
passed  authorizing  the  commsaioners  of  highways  of  the  said  town 
to  borrow  the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  ap- 
ply it  to  making  and  repairing  bridges:  that  91,494.31,  it  appears, 
^as  borrowed  and  so  applied.  Your  committee,  in  order  to  pre- 
sent all  the  facts  that  appear  to  be  material  in  this  case,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  accounting  for  this  late  application  for  an  act  to 
raise  money  to  discharge  debts  cdntracted  in  1833,  do  further  re- 
port, that  a  bill  for  this  purpose  passed  the  House  of  Assembly  in 
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the  seMion  of  1884,  and  was  left  with  the  unfinished  busineii  of 
the  honorable  the  Senate. 

Yoar  committee  are  therefore  of  the  opinion,  that  the  prtyer 
of  the  petitioners  ought  to  be  granted,  and  have  instructed  their 
chairman  to  present  a  bill  acef^rdingly. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  291. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  16,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Goveraors  of  the  New- York  Hospital. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OP  THE  STATE  OF  NEW- 
YORK. 

The  Grovemora  of  tho  New- York  Hospital, 

Rbspectfullt  Rcport> 

That  during  the  year  1884  there  have  been  1,721  patients  ad- 
mitted into  the  Hospital,  who,  with  184  remaining  there  on  the 
Slat  December^  J 833,  make  l^yOS  persons  who  have  received  the 
benefits  of  that  institution  during  the  year  last  past 

Of  that  number  there  have  been  cared,  1,266;  relieved,  69;  dis- 
charged at  their  own  request,  154;  and  as  improper  objects,  82; 
and  there  have  been  discharged  as  disorderly  or  have  eloped,  46; 
died,  174;  and  there  remained  164  in  the  Hospital  on  the  81st  De- 
cember, 1884. 

The  above  numbers  do  not  include  the  insane  patients  in  the 
Bloomingdale  Asylum,  of  whom,  during  the  last  year,  ld2  have 
been  admitted,'  who  with  120  patients  remaining  in  the  establish- 
ment on  the  31  St  December,  1888,  make  222  persons  who  have 
received  the  benefit  of  the  Asylum  during  the  year  1884.  Of 
these  165  were  old  cases  and  57  recent  cases;  out  of  which  nom* 
bers  51  have  been  cured,  16  have  been  discharged,  improved,  16 
others  at  the  request  of  friends;  20  paupers  have  been  removed 
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by  the  city  auUioiities  to  Belleyue,  10  have  died,  2  have  elofwd, 
and  103  reinaiiied  in  the  Asylum  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  1834. 

The  proportion  of  cures  effected  in  the  Asylooiy  whibt  in  itself 
it  presents  a  very  gr&tifying  result,  being  41  oot  of  &7  recent 
cases,  and  10  oat  of  165  cases  of  long  standing,  adds  fresh  evi- 
dence of  the  importance,  as  stated  in  former  reports,  of  a  rery 
early  attention  and  application  of  medical  and  moral  treatment  to 
the  first  access  of  mental  alienation*  The  great  mass  of  these 
casea  in  the  Asylum  which  seetn  to  be  without  hope,  are  long  ne- 
glected cases  of  town  and  city  paupers. 

The  improvement  most  needed  in  the  Asylum  is  a  separate  de- 
tached building  for  violent  female  patients,  similar  to  the  one 
erected  a  few  years  ago  for  male  patients  of  the  same  class.  This 
the  Governors  hope  to  erect  during  tlie  present  year. 

The  whole  amount  of  expenditures  by  this  corporation,  for  and 
during  the  year  1834,  was  sixty-three  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents.  The  whole  amount  of  re- 
ceipts from  all  sources  was  siiity-iive  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  dollars  and  thirty  cents;  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of 
this  corporation  of  nineteen  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  and  seven- 
ty-five cents. 

In  the  above  aggregate  sums  are  included  the  separate  accounts 
of  the  two  establishments  under  the  charge  of  the  corporation, 
viz:  the  Hospital  in  the  city  of  New- York  and  the  Asylum  for  the 
Insane  at  Bloomingdale.  The  separate  accounts  of  those  two  in- 
stitutions present  the  following  results  for  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1834. 

The  New- York  Hospital  has  received  during  the  year  1834,  for 
the  State  annuity,  for  the  compensation  from  the  United  States 
for  the  board  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  from  pay  patients,  for 
library  tickets  to  medicaj  students,  subscriptions  of  members,  and 
articles  sold,  thirty-two  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-seven 
dollars  and  forty-on^  cents. 

During  the  same  year  there  has  been  paid  for  the  support  of  the 
Hospital,  repairs,  medicines,  surgical  instruments,  books,  burials, 
and  contingent  expenses,  the  sum  of  twenty-seven  thousand  and 
forty  dollars  and  four  cents;  showing  an  excess  9f  five  thousand 
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three  hundred  and  seven  dollars  and  thirty-seven  cents  of  receipts 
above  expenditures  in  the  last  year.  Out  of  this  excess  the  suni 
of  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  has  been  ap» 
plied  in  aid  of  the  sinking  fund  of  the  Bloomingdale  Asylum. 

During  the  year  1834  the  Bloomingdale  Asylum  has  received 
from  the  State  annuity,  from  pay  patients  for  board,  and  for  arti* 
cles  soldf  thirty-three  thousand  six  hundred  and  eleven  dollars  and 
eighty-nine  cents.  During  the  same  period  there  has  been  paid, 
on  account  of  the  establishment,  for  its  support  and  the  salaries  of 
its  physician  and  officers,  and  wages  of  servants,  for  payment  of 
interest  on  its  debt,  and  increase  of  the  sinking  fund  provided  for 
the  liquidation  of  the  principal,  the  sum  of  thirty-six  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  and  fifty-one  cents;  show- 
ing a  balance  against  the  Asylum  of  three  thousand  three  hundred 
and  sixteen  dollars  and  sixty-two  cents. 

If,  however,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  seven- 
ty dollars,  applied  as  herein  before  stated,  out  of  the  saving  of  the 
New- York  Hospital  to  the  increase  of  the  sinking  fund  and  pro- 
ductively invested,  be  excluded  from  the  account  of  expenditures 
on  account  of  the  Asylum,  there  will  remain  a  balance  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty*three  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents  in  favor  of 
the  Asylum. 

The  outstanding  debts  due  the  Asylum  amount  to  nine  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  thirty  dollars;  a  considerable  amount  of  this  will 
be  collected  without  difficulty,  a  part  is  undoubtedly  desperate, 
and  the  rest  doubtful.  The  debts  of  the  two  latter  kinds  are  chiefly 
of  an  old  date,  and  it  is  confidently  believed,  that  the  rules  for  the 
collection  and  payment  of  the  dues  for  board,  adopted  about  two 
years  ago  and  now  generally  adhered  to,  will  prevent  hereafter 
any  accumulation  of  doubtful  outstanding  debts. 

The  whole  amount  of  debts  due  by  this  corporation,  on  the  31st 
December,  1834,  was  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand  dol- 
lars; being  the  same  sum  stated  in  the  last  year's  report,  as  being 
the  amount  borrowed  for  the  purchase  of  ground  and  erection  of 
buildings  at  Bloomingdale  several  years  ago,  and  on  terms  which 
do  not  place  the  payment  or  redemption  of  the  principal  at  pre- 
sent within  the  power  of  this  institution. 

The  sinking-fund  which  has  been  provided  for  the  final  payment 
of  the  debt  when  due,  amounted,  on  the  last  day  of  December, 
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1884,  to  forty-eight  thousaDd  nine  hundred  and  five  dollars  and 
fifty-six  cents,  invested  in  stock  of  the  Bank  of  America  and  cer- 
tificates of  the  New- York  Life  and  Trust  Company,  exhibiting  an 
increase  of  the  fund  of  eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  dollars  during  the  last  year. 

The  system  of  constant  supervision  and  inspection  by  commit- 
tees of  the  board  of  the  two  institutions  under  its  care,  now  tested 
and  perfected  by  many  years*  experience,  has  been  continoed  to 
be  applied  with  perfect  regularity,  and  its  good  efiects  are  to  be 
seen  in  the  continued  and  gradually  increasing  comforts  and  use 
fulness  of  the  Hospital  and  Asylum;  which,  the  Governors  trust, 
will  show  that  they  have  not  been  careless  or  unfaithful  stewards 
of  the  public  bounty  so  liberally  bestowed  for  the  relief  of  the 
diseased  in  body  and  mind. 

GEO.  N*EWBOLD,  PrendmL 
Robert  J.  Murray,  Secretary. 

MhihYork^  March  12,  1835. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  292. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  12,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  village  of  Brockpoirt  ■ 

Mr.  D.  Sibley,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petitioB  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Tillage  of  Brockport,  in 
the  coantj  of  Monroe, 

REPORTED: 

That  it  b  set  forth  in  the  petition,  that  the  namber  of  men  at* 
tached  to  the  engine  company  in  said  village,  is  altogether  insnffi- 
cient  to  work  the  engine  efficiently;  and  that  it  is  also  desirable 
and  necessary  that  a  hook  and  ladder  company  should  be  organic* 
ed  in  said  vilage. 

Your  committee,  believing  the  facts  set  forth  in  said  petition  to 
be  true,  and  some  of  your  committee,  from  personal  knowledge, 
being  aware  of  the  necessity  for  the  proposed  amendment  of  tfie 
Tillage  charter,  respectfully  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  accompany- 
ing bill. 
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No.  ^3. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  14,  1835. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  grieraiices,  on  the  petition  of 

George  Th<mip8on. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  on  grievanceti  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  George* Thompson,  asking  a  remuneralion 
tor  land  sold  for  taxes, 

REPORTED: 

The  petitioner  represents  that  he  is  the  brother  of  John  Thomp* 
son,  deceased,  a  soldier  of  the  revolution,  in  consideration  of  whose 
services  letters  patent  were,  on  the  39d  day  of  May,  1810,  issued 
to  the  petitioner,  Margaret  Elder  and  others,  representatives  of 
the  said  John  Thompson,  for  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the 
town  of  Sterling,  being  the  west  part  of  lot  No.  80* 

That  in  1816  the  lot  was  divided  among  the  several  grantees^ 
giving  to  each  984  ^^^^^*  Ih&l  ih®  parts  which  fell  to  the  peti- 
tioner and  Margaret  Elder  were  situated  in  the  northwest  comer 
of  said  lot 


The  petitioner  further  states,  that  he  paid  the  taxes  on  the  200  acres 
at  sundry  times,  and  in  1823  paid  all  the  taxes  at  that  time  return- 
ed to  the  Comptroller's  office,  amounting  to  $17.81:  that  in  1827 
be  applied  to  pay  the  taxes,  when  he,  to  his  surprise,  ascertained  that 
the  whole  of  that  portion  of  land  belonging  to  him  and  Margaret 
Elder  bad  been  sold  in  1825,  for  a  tax  for  making  a  road  from 
Wolcott  and  Sterling  to  Auburn,  to  Peter  Smith,  who  had  pm^ 
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chased  65  acres  oat  of  the  northwest  comer  of  said  lot  08,  and  had 
paid  therefor  nearly  950:  that  lot  No*  96  contained  600  acres,  out 
of  which  the  State  owned  150;  and  that  the  tax  was  assessed  opon 
the  residue. 

The  petitioner  farther  represents,  that  to  have  redeemed  the  land 
would  have  been  attended  with  much  trovble  and  expense,  as  Mr. 
Smith  resided  a  great  distance  from  him:  that  he  would  have  been 
compelled  16  pay  950  or  960  for  himself  and  other  owners  of  the 
land;  and  that  he  was  advised  and  believed  that  if  be  did  so  redeem, 
he  would  have  no  remedy  at  law  against  any  of  the  other  owners 
of  the  land,  for  their  proportion  of  the  tax:  that  he  therefore  aban- 
doned the  thought  of  redemption. 

The  petitioner  further  complains,  that  the  State  should  have  di- 
rected the  sale  of  such  part  of  the  land  as  would  have  defrayed 
the  charge  for  its  own  taxes,  exclusively,  and  that  it  was  entirely 
owing  to  its  act  that  be  was  unable  to  redeem  his  own  land. 

Your  committee  find,  on  examining  at  the  Comptroller's  office, 
that  the  assessment  was  made  upon  450  acres  of  lot  No.  96,  in 
Sterling,  containing  600  acres,  (150  acres  of  which,  on  the  east 
side,  then  belonging  to  the  State;)  and  that  it  was  so  returned  to  the 
Comptroller's  ofllice,  for  the  non-payment  of  the  taxes  so  assessed: 
that  65  acres  were  afterwards  regularly  sold  to  Peter  Smith,  out 
of  the  N.  W.  corner  of  the  450  acres,  without  any  knowledge,  on 
the  part  of  the  public  agents,  to  whom  or  to  how  many  persons  it 
belonged. 

Your  committee  can  therefore  see  no  reason  why  the  State 
should  be  called  upon  to  relieve  the  petitioner:  it  has,  by  its  pub- 
lic agents,  pursued  its  regular  course  in  making  such  sale  and  is 
not  liable  to  censure:  but  the  injury  complained  of  resulted  from 
the  petitioner's  own  delinquency,  in  not  paying  the  taxes;  in  not 
having  had  the  division  of  the  lot  (if  any)  made  known  to  the  pub> 
lie  officers;  and  in  not  having  redeemed.  In  no  point  of  view, 
therefore,  can  the  State  be  called  upon  to  set  so  forbidding  a  pre- 
cedent as  the  one  to  which  a  favorable  action  upon  this  petition 
would  lead. 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  application  is  not 
sustained  upon  any  ground  of  merit,  and  that  it  therefore  ought  to 
be  denied. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 


No.  294. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  16,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on   the  petition   of  inhabi* 

tants  of  the  county  of  Rockland. 

Mr.  Suflfern,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  several  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Rockland, 
praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  them  to  enclose  a 
tract  of  wood  land  in  said  county, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  petition  which  has  been  referred  to  your  committee,  is 
signed  by  respectable  citizens  of  said  county,  who  are  personally 
known  to  two  of  your  committee.  The  petitioners  represent  that 
they  are  the  owners  in  severalty  of  a  certain  tract  of  valuable  tim* 
bcr  land  called  the  '*  big  woods,"  in  the  town  of  Ramapo  and 
Clarkstown,  now  lying  in  commons,  and  that  the  young  and  thrifty 
timber  is  very  much  destroyed  by  cattle  running  at  large  in  the 
same,  to  the  detriment  of  the  poiitioners  and  the  destruction  of 
the  young  timber:  That  a  majority  of  the  proprietors  are  willing 
and  desirous  to  enclose  the  same,  but  being  apprehensive  that 
their  object  cannot  be  carried  into  effect,  their  rights  secured  and 
protected  without  legislative  aid  in  the  premises,  they  therefore 
pray  for  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  them  to  enclose  the  said 
wood  land,  and  for  the  protection  of  their  separate  rights  therein. 
The  prayer  of  the  petitioners  appears  to  your  committee  to  be 
]Qst  and  reasonable,  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  same  ought 
to  be  granted,  similar  law?  having  heretofore  been  passed  by  the 
Legislature;  the  committee  have  prepared  a  bill  and  directed 
their  chairman  to  ask  leave  to  bring  in  the  same. 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  295. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  17,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  Felix  Tracy. 

Mr*  Patterson,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Felix  Tracy,  asking  for  the  passage  of  an  act  au- 
thorizing him  and  his  associates  to  build  a  dam  and  boat  lock  in  the 
Grenesee  river,  in  the  town  of  Leicester, 

REPORTED: 

That  they  have  examined  the  petition,  and  from  the  facts  there- 
in set  forth,  and  from  the  personal  knowledge  of  one  of  your  cora- 
mittee,  they  are  of  opinion  that  a  dam  and  boat  lock  can  be  so  con- 
structed as  to  afford  not  only  a  safe  and  easy  passage  for  rafts  de- 
scending the  river;  but  also  that  improvements  like  the  one  proposed 
by  Mr.  Tracy,  will  very  materially  benefit  the  navigation  of  the  ri- 
ver, by  creating  a  slack-water  navigation,  for  the  benefit  of  boats  as- 
cending the  stream;  and  experience  has  shown,  by  a  similar  improve- 
ment in  the  same  stream,  that  the  surplus  water  of  the  river  can 
be  used  for  hydraulic  purposes,  which  is  a  very  important  conside- 
ration, not  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  petitioner,  but  also  for  the 
benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  section  of  the  State  not  surpassed  by 
any  other,  for  fertility  of  soil  and  salubrity  of  climate^ 

Your  committee  are  not  aware  that  there  can  be  the  least  possi- 
ble objection  to  the  passage  of  an  act  in  conformity  with  the  pray- 
er of  the  petitioner;  they  have  therefore  prepared  a  bill,  which 
they  ask  leave  to  introduce. 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  298. 


m  ASSEMBLY, 


March  13,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  grievancest  on  the  petition  of 

Henry  James  and  others. 

Mr.  Hough,  from  the  committee  on  grievances,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Henry  James  and  others  for  relief, 

REPORTED: 

That  from  the  petition  and  alBldavits  furnished  your  committee, 
it  appears  that  the  petitioners  are  owners  of  lands  situated  upon 
the  west  bank  of  the  Hudson  river,  in  the  town  of  Waterford  and 
county  of  Saratoga.  That  since  the  isrection  of  the  sloop-lock 
dam  at  Troy,  the  waters  of  said  river  have  at  times  set  back  and 
considerably  washed  away  and  materially  injured  the  lands  of  the 
petitioners,  for  which  they  ask  compensation.  To  what  extent  the 
petitioners  may  have  been  injured  does  not  appear,  neither  is  your 
committee  entirely  satisfied  that  the  injury  has  been  occasioned  by 
the  erection  of  said  dam,  but  they  have  deemed  the  evidences  suf* 
ficiently  strong  to  entitle  the  petitioners  to  a  favorable  considera- 
tion; and  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing 
the  appraisement  and  payment  of  such  damages  (if  any,)  as  the 
petitioners  may  have  sustained  in  consequence  of  injuries  to  their 
lands  occasioned  by  the  erection  of  said  dam ;  and  they  have  pre- 
pared a  bill  accordingly,  and  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  same* 
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No.  299. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  17,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  Indian  aflkirs,  on  the  petition  of 

Daniel  Fowler. 

Mr.  Moseley,  rrom  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Daniel  Fowler,  a  Stockbridge  Indian,  for 
**  an  act  authorizing  him  to  sell  bis  lands  in  the  county  of  Oneida/' 

REPORTED: 

^  The  petkioner  represents  that  he  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  on  Stockbridge  east  hill,  in  the  county  of  Oneida: 
that  he  has  made  yaluable  improvements  thereon,  and  is  now  de- 
sirous of  selling  the  same:  that  he  has  a  family  of  children  now 
coming  to  maturity,  and  is  unable  to  make  suitable  provision  for 
their  settlement  in  life,  unless  he  can  dispose  of  his  lands:  that  ho 
is  anxious  to  remove  with  his  family  to  the  territory  of  Michigan, 
or  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  to  invest  the  proceeds  of  his  property 
in  the  cheaper  lands  of  that  country,  expecting  thereby  to  provide 
a  comfortable  settlement  for  ajl  of  his  children. 

He  therefore  prays  for  the  authority  and  consent  of  the  Legis* 
lature  to  enable  him  to  sell  and  convey  all  or  any  part  of  his  lands 
in  this  State. 

It  is  further  represented,  by  a  certificate  signed  by  the  superin- 
tondento  of  the  Strockbridge  and  Brothertown  Indians,  and  by 
other  respectable  citizens  of  that  vicinity,  that  they  have  sevt* 
rally  been  acquainted  with  the  petitioner  for  many  years:  that  he 
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is  indnitrioQSy  and  if  authorized  to  sell  his  lands  they  hare  fiill  god* 
fidence  he  will  make  good  ose  of  the  money,  and  that  it  will  proTe 
beneficial  to  him  and  to  his  family. 

This  representation  is  corroborated  by  one  of  the  members  of 
this  House,  whp  has  assured  your  committee  that  the  petitioner  is 
well  known  to  him:  that  he  is  ao  inteOlgent  man,  of  good  mors! 
habits,  well  acquainted  with  the  value  of  his  property,  and  prori- 
dent  of  the  same. 

On  searching  the  records  in  the  <^ce  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
your  committee  find  that  in  a  treaty  made  on  the  Ifith  September, 
1823,  between  the  GoTomor  of  this  State  and  the  chiefs  and  war- 
riors of  the  Stockbridge  Indians,  for  the  purchase  and  sale  of  cer- 
tain lands  in  the  counties  of  Oneida  and  Madison,  (among  other 
things,)  Jt  was  agreed  that  letters  patent  should  be  issued  by  tha 
people  of  the  State,  granting  to  Diiniel  Fowler,  an  Indian  beloog- 
ing  to  said  tribe,  a  lot  of  one  hundred  acres,  set  apart  for  him  by 
the  Indians.  And  said  Indians  did,  in  and  by  said  treaty,  grant  and 
release  unto  the  people  of  this  Stale  all  their  right  and  claim  to 
said  premises* 

By  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  21st  February,  ISM,  tha  treaty 
above  referred  to  was  confirmed,  and  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land- 
Office  were  directed  to  issue  letters  patent  according  to  said  treaty, 
to  Daniel  Fowler,  for  the  lands  reserved  to  kin*  On  28d  Febro* 
ary,  1824,  letters  patent  were  issued  to  Daniel  Fowler,  for  one 
hundred. acres  of  land,  being  parts  of  lots  18  and  20  of  the  mile 
tract,  in  New«Stookbridge,  (as  appears  by  the  rseoid  thereof  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State.) 


Your  committee  being  satisfied  that  the  petitioner  is  the  lawful 
owner  of  said  premises;  and  believing  it  a  discreet  exercise  of  the 
^*  gumrdiansh^^^  over  the  Indians^  vested  by  law  in  the  Legislature, 
that  they  should  authorize  the  petitioner  to  sell  and  convey  the 
samot  they  have  directed  their  chairman  to  introdnoe  a  bill  for 
thatpurpoae. 


STATE  OP  NEW-YORK, 


No.  300. 


m  ASSEMBLY, 


March  14,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  tiie  petitions  of  aliens*  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Samuel  King. 

Mr.  Philo,  from  the  committee  on  the  petitions  of  aliens,  on  the 
petition  of  Samuel  King, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  petitioner  represents  that  he  emigrated  from  Ireland,  one 
of  the  United  Kingdoms  of  Great  Britain,  and  purchased  real  estate 
in  the  town  of  Sterling,  in  the  county  of  Cayuga,  where  he  now  re-^ 
sides:  that  he  is  a  member  of  the  reformed  presbyterian  church: 
that  according  to  the  rules  of  said  church  it  was  made  a  term  of 
communion  that  Done  of  its  members  are  allowed  to  swear  that  he 
"will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  for  the  reason 
that  some  of  the  States  are  allowed  to  hold  coloured  people  as 
slaves;  therefore,  from  scruples  of  conscience  he  can  not  become 
naturalized.  And  having  understood  the  Constitution  has  provided 
that  all  persons  in  their  religious  devotions  may  enjoy  a  liberty  of 
conscience  in  their  rules  of  worship:  also,  that  some  sects  of  chris- 
tians are  exempt  from  military  duty,  in  consequence  of  their  reli- 
gious scruples  of  conscience.  The  petitioner  therefore  prays  that 
a  law  may  be  passed  authorizing  him  to  purchase  and  hold  real  estate 
by  conveyance  and  descent,  the  same  as  if  he  was  a  natural  bom 
citizen  of  the  United  States. 


Your  committee  have  taken  into  consideration  the  reasons  in 
petition  given,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  (unanimously,) 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  denied. 
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March  17»  1835 
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REPORT 

Of  the  eommittee  on  Indian  affairs^  on  ^e  petition  of 
the  Brothertown  Indians^  relative  to  an  amendment 
of  the  law  in  relation  to  said  Indians. 

Mr.  Moseley,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petitions  of  the  Brothertown  Indians  for  sundry 
amendments  of  the  law  in  relation  to  said  Indians, 

« 

REPORTED: 

That  a  petition  purporting  to  have  emanated  from  the  Brother* 
town  Indians  in  town  meeting  assembled,  and  to  be  rigned  by  the 
paace-fiiakers  of  said  tribe,  represents,  that  by  reason  of  the  mi- 
IpratioD  of  most  of  the  tribe  to  Green  Bay,  and  the  increased  tra- 
vel aoroas  the  Indian  lands,  the  remnant  of  their  people  remaiiH 
4ng  in  Brothertown  are  unable  to  keep  the  highways  in  repair: 
They  therefore  pray,  that  the  authority  of  the  commissioners  of 
highways  for  the  towns  of  Kirkland  and  Marshall,  in  the  county 
of  Oneida,  may  be  extended  to  the  Indian  lands  lying  in  said 
towns  respectively,  and  that  the  residents  on  those  lands  may  be 
required  to  perform  highway  labor  on  the  same,  in  like  manner  as 
the  inhabitants  of  other  parts  of  said  towns. 

They  likewise  pray  that  the  authority  given  by  statute  to  the 
superintendents  of  the  Brothertown  Indians,  to  license  inns  and 
groceries,  be  repealed,  and  that  the  boards  of  excise  for  the  towns 
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of  Kirkland  and  Marshall  be  empowered  to  grant  liceoaes  for  mch 
|Mirts  of  said  territory  as  lie  within  their  respective  towns. 

They  also  represent,  that  the  migration  of  the  prmcipal  part  of 
their  tribe  has  proportionably  diminished  the  services  of  the  attor- 
ney for  the  Brothertown  Indians:  They  therefore  ask  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  law  aQthorixiag  the  appointment  of  that  officer^by  tlie 
Governor  of  the  State,  aod  that  the  superintendents  of-the  Indians 
may  be  empowered,  with  their  consent,  to  employ  an  attorney,  to 
be  paid  by  them  a  reasonable  compensation  for  his  services. 

Your  committee  find  that  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  relative  to 
the  different  tribes  and  nations  of  Indians  within  this  State,'*  pass- 
ed April  10,  1818,  prescribes  that  "  the  keepers  of  the  peace  shsll 
be  commissioners  of  the  highways  in  Brothertown,"  and  they  are 
required  by  said  act  **  to  cause  the  highways  to  be  repaired,  and 
to  warn  the  inhabitants  to  work  thereon  whenever  it  shall  be  oe^ 
cessary,  and  to  superintend  and  direct  the  same." 

Your  committee  are  wholly  unadvised,  from  any  other  sooroe 
that  the  petition  referred  to  them»  of  the  necessity  or  propriety 
of  the  proposed  alteration  of  this  statute;  and  as  the  inhabitants 
of  the  towns  of  Kii  kland  and  Marshal!  have  not  united  in  the  ap- 
plication to  embrace  the  Indian  lands  in  the  road  districts  of  said 
towns,  the  committee  do  not  feel  warranted  to  recommend  a  law 
to  that  effect 

The  act  above  cited  imposes  a  penalty  upon  any  person  who 
shall  sell  or  dispose  of  any  spirituous  liquors  in  Brothertown, 
without  a  license  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  three  of  the  super- 
intendents. No  facts  or  reasons  are  stated  in  the  petition,  aod 
none  occur  to  the  committee,  for  the  proposed  transfer  of  the 
power  to  grant  such  licenses. 

An  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  I3th  April,  1829,  prescribes 
that  "  the  person  administering  the  government  of  this  Sute  shall 
nominate,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint,  an  attor- 
ney for  the  Stockbridge  and  Brothertown  tribes  of  Indians,  to 
hold  his  office  for  the  period  of  two  years,  and  until  another  per- 
son shall  be  appointed."  It  appears  reasonaUe  to  the  committee, 
that  -the  choice  of  the  attorney  for  the  Indians  and  the  amount  of 
his  compensation  should  be  confided  to  the  superintendents,  but 
they  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  recommend  any  amendment  of  the 
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statutes  referred  to  without  more  latiffactory  evidence  of  the  pro- 
priety of  such  amendment  With  these  views  they  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Re$ohedf  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  Brothertown 
Indians* 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  302. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  20,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  Central  Aay** 
lam  for  the  instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb* 

Mr.  Thorn,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  ma* 
morial  of  the  Central  Asylum  for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  having  had  the  same  under  consideration,  together  with  the 
report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  on  the  education 
of  the  deaf  and  dumb, 

REPORTED:: 

That  institution  was  established  in  the  year  1833,  when  the  Le- 

{[islature  granted  91,000,  of  which  sum  $700  was  for  the  support 

of  indij;ent  deaf  and  dumb  pupils,  and  the  remaining  #300  towards 

erecting  a  building  for  a  school  room:  that  a  building  was  erected 

by  the  help  of  this,  but  chiefly  by  private  donations,  and  a  school 

commenced  therein:  that  in  1825,  the  institution  being  in  debt  for 

arrears  due  their  teachers,  and  some  for  the  building,  the  Legisla* 

ture  then  granted  them  9800  to  liquidate  these  debts,  and  gave 

them  leave  to  take  two  pupils  from  each  senatorial  district,  at  the 

rate  of  980  per  year  for  board  and  tuition,  and  in  the  year  1830 

increased  the  number  to  three  fronveacfa  district,  at  the  same  rate, 

which  act  will  expire  on  the  1st  day  of  May,  1836,  when  there  is 

no  provision  for  the  support  of  any  pupils*  there  at  the  public  ex* 

pense,  and  the  result  will  be  that  unless  something  be  done  many 

jof  those  pupils  will  be  sent  home  to  their  parents,  without  suffi* 

cient  instruction  to  be  of  any  benefit  to  themselves  or  to  commii« 

nity:  that  since  the  establishment  of  the  institution  there  have 
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been  about  100  who  have  received  more  or  lets  instruction  there, 
some  of  whom  are  now  useful  members  of  society:  and  it  appears 
from  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  that 
their  funds  have  been  eoonomicaily  applied,  and  all  has  been  done 
that  their  limited  means  would  allow. 

The  Superintendent,  in  bis  report,  gires  it  as  his  opinion  that 
the  institution  had  better  be  discontinued,  and  among  his  rea- 
sons  one  is,  that  it  is  situated  in  a  retired  situation,  surrounded 
with  few  objects,  except  those  of  an  agricultural  nature,  and  as 
the  deaf  mutes  are  taught  through  the  medium  of  the  sig^t,  the 
more  objects  that  can  be  presented  to  them  the  better. 

We  consider  the  objects  which  are  presented  to  the  pupils  at 
this  institution  to  be  peculiarly  appropriate  to  those  who  are 
plaeed  there,  as  they  are  geoeraity  the  children  of  peraoas  who 
follow  agrtcalt«re  for  a  livelihood^  and  would  wish  to  have  their 
children  pursue  the  same;  although  there  may  not  be  so  great  a 
variety  (A  objects  presented  to  the  deaf  mute,  yet  the  examples 
which  they  behold  are  Mt  so  immoral  as  in  the  vicinity  of  a  large 
^ity,  and  the  popils  are  less  liable  to  be  eootaminated  im  their  inter- 
eounie  with  the  society  around  them. 

It  is  also  true  that  the  New-York  institution  possesses  adranta- 
ges,  from  the  large  number  of  pupils  and  instructors  at  presaat; 
but  were  this  one  liberally  endowed,  we  think  there  are  a  sufficient 
number  of  deaf  mutes  of  a  proper  age  in  the  State  to  support  both 
institutions  well,  and  the  western  part  of  the  State  should  be 
equally  accommodated  with  the  eastern,  which  they  would  not  be, 
were  the  two  institutions  merged  in  pne  ;  and  we  are  decidedly  of 
opinion,  instead  of  merging  the  two  institutions  in  one,  the  Central 
Asylum  ought,  at  some  suitable  time,  to  be  removed  and  located 
in  the  seventh  Senate  district. 

We  think  there  should  be  two  institutions  sustained  in  the  State, 
and  think  it  can  be  done  without  impairmg  the  high  standing  of  the 
one  in  New- York,  while  the  other  may  present  advantages  ^whi^ 
that  does  not  possess,  in  the  country  location.  So  the  assoeiatiom 
consequent  upon  that  location,  in  the  dhninished  expense, 
the  facility  of  reaching  it  afforded  to  the  people  of  the 
section  in  particular,  while  it  may  possess  equal  means  of 
nicating  instruction  to  the  pupib  in  school. 
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We  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  Central  Asylam  be 
continued;  and  that  the  number  of  pupils  be  increased  by  an  addi- 
lion  of  three  from  each  senatorial  district,  the  whole  to  remain 
there  for  five  yean;  and  to  allow  the  directors  of  the  said  institn- 
tion  to  consent  to  its  removal  to  any  central  place  west  of  it, 
where  there  shall  be  buildings,  land,  &c.  given  for  its  benefit, 
whenever  the  same  may  be  completed  for  the  reception  of  the 
pupils. 

And  the  committee  would  further  report  that,  agreeable  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  they  would  recommend 
an  amendment  to  the  act  anikorixing  the  supervisors  of  the  several 
counties  to  send  a  certain  number  of  indigent  deaf  and  dumb  per- 
sons, at  the  expense  of  the  counties,  to  the  New- York  institution, 
and.  make  it  mpertUioe  upon  them  to  send  such  persons  to  either 
institution,  when  proper  application  should  be  made  to  them;  and 
have  instructed  their  chairman  to  present  a  bill  in  accordance  with 
thi»  report 


STATE  OP  NEW-YORK. 


No.  ao4. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  16,  1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
Of  the  New- York  Chemical  Manu&cturing  Company. 

Chemical  Bank,         ) 
Jfew-Yark,  FA.  11,  1835.  ) 

Hon.  Charlbs  Humphmby,  Esq. 

Dbab  Sir — ^I  enclose  the  annual  report  of  this  bank  and  of 
the  Chemical  Factory,  which  you  will  please  to  lay  before  the 
House. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

ARCH.  CRAIG,  Ca»kier. 


m 

SiaUmeni  of  the  JV%io- Fori  Chemical  Manufactory^  from  Ut  Feb. 

1884,  to  id  Feb.  1885. 

To  stock  purchased  during  the  past  year, #89,910  68 

To  repairs  of  factory,  wages  of  men  employed,  and 

incidental  expenses, •• « 30,046  74 

#59,957  87 
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Chemical  manufactory, •••••  91 00,000  00 

Stock  as  per  inventory, • 34,331  69 

$134,331  69 

Due  factory  to  bank,  • 959,787  04 

Less  debts  due  to  factCHry,  • .  •  • 25,656  87  1 

34,131  07 

•100,200  6i 

Deduct  amount  of  factory, «...     100,000  00 

KO0  63 
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Statement  of  the  Funds  andpreperty  of  the  JfevhTork  Ckemkd 

Manufaetnring  UmyoAy,  Feb.  2d,  1885. 


roanu&cloryy 9100,000  00 

Due  from  factory,. 50,787  94 

Bills  diicountod, ••••  858,M7  82 

Bonds  receivable  Mid  loans  on  demand, 5,818  50 

Notes  of  city  banks, .••••  68,603  40 

Doe  from  city  banks,.,^.  • ••••• 92,075  27 

Due  from  country  banks, • 10,008  43 

Banking-house,  &c. • 1,600  00 

Specie, 50,030  71 

•1,247,451  66 

Capital  stock, • • «500,000  00 

Bills  in  circulation, 206,881  00 

Due  to  city  banks, ;•••< 67,818  41 

Due  to  country  banks,  •  • •  •  •  • 8,264  12 

Dividends  unpaid,  ••••••••,.« • 18,197  S2 

Profit  and  loss, «.«.. ^ 22,848  94 

Individual  deposites, 429,441  87 

•1,347,451  68 


JOHN  MASON,  Prendaii. 
ARCH.  CRAiQ,  Cukm, 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  305. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  19,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of 

Udall. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Richard  Udall,  asking  for  permission  to  erect  a 
dock  adjacent  to  his  land  in  the  town  of  North  Hempstead,  Queens 
county, 

REPORTED: 

The  petitioner  represents,  that  he  is  a  freeholder  and  inhabitant 
of  the  said  town  of  North  Hempstead,  and  resides  adjoining  the 
waters  of  the  East  River  and  the  bays  indenting  the  north  side  of 
Long-Island.  That  since  the  wide  extension  of  steam  navigation, 
his  residence  is  constantly  passed  in  open  view  by  the  numerous 
boats  employed  in  running  between  New- York  and  the  eastern 
States. 

The  petitioner  further  represents,  that  he  has  no  dock  or  other 
convenient  stopping  place  for  taking  6S  or  landing  passengers  from 
the  various  boats  daily  sailing  within  sight  from  his  farm  and 
dwelling-house,  and  finding  himself  and  the  people  of  his  vicinity 
deprived  of  many  valuable  privileges  and  advantages,  for  the  want 
of  a  good  dock  and  landing  place  to  afford  and  furnish  to  them, 
who  are  chiefly  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  with  such 
facilities  of  intercourse  as  is  desirable  and  profitable  to  be  held 
with  an  extensive  and  rapidly  increasing  market  at  the  city  of 
New-York. 
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Tho  cbmihrneb  are  of  The  bpihlbn  thai  the  dock  which  the  pe- 
titioner it  desirous  of  obtaining  the  right  to  make,  will  be  of  great 
public  benefit,  as  well  as  advantage  to  himself,  and  have  instroci- 
ed  their  chairman  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bilK 


STATE  OP  NEW-YORK. 


Nai«  d06i 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


MaMli  S8i  tsao. 


«■•» 


REPORT 

Of  J'ohn  Wali^orth,  llegister  in  (iHisQicery,  In  nnswet 
to  a  resolution  of  the  10th  February. 

Ofitce  of^sHstant  Aegister  in  tHidntiri^^  } 
.  March  llth,  1B85.  f 

TO  THE  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW- 
YORK. 

In  pursuance*  or resolulions  passed  by  the  Assembly,  requiring  the 
assistaftf  regisicr  in  Chancery,  and  others,  to  report  the  amounts  of 
all  sums  of  money  received  and  charged  by  them,  for  their  official 
services,  between  the  1st  day  of  Jan.,  1834,  and  the  1st  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1835;  and  also,  the  amount  of  all  expenses  incurred  by  them 
in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties,  for  clerk  hire,  stationary, 
&e.,  during  the  period  above  stated,  tlie  assistant  register  in  chan- 
cery, 

RBaPECTPULLT  BEPORT8: 

That  there  was  charged  in  bills  rendered  during  the  year  1834, 
the  sum  of  tvro  thousand  five  hundred  eighty-nine  dollars  and  nine- 
ty-two cents,  which  amount  has  been  collected;  that  during  the 
same  period,  there  was  charged  in  bills,  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
and  ten  dollars  sixty-four  cents,  which  remains  uncollected.  The 
amount  of  cash  which  was  received  during  the  said  year,  and  for 
which  no  bills  were  rendered,  is  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-three  dollars  and  forty-two  cents.  The  amount  charged  on 
the  journals  and  ledgers  of  the  court,  is  two  thousand  four  haadrsd 
thirty-one  dollars  and  forty-eight  ceatt. 
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And  \  do  forther  report,  that  I  paid  and  expended  the  following 
fomt  of  nnoney,  vis:  To  Hiram  Walworth,  deputy  assistant  regis* 
ter,  the  sam  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars^  who  was  em- 
ployed from  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1834,  to  the  Ist  day  of  Jano- 
ary,  188S;  to  (Seorge  S.  Martchalk,  chief  clerk,  for  4he  same  time, 
one  thousand  dollars;  to  Garrit  D.  Bevoisc,  clerk,  for  the  same 
time,  seven  hundred  stxt}'«two  dollars  and  sixty-three  cents;  to 
Franklin  Cisco,  -clerk,  for  the  same  lime,  kix  hundred  seventy-five 
dollars  tbtiiy-sevcn  cents^  to  John  J.  Divsey,  clerk,  for  the  same 
time,  four  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars  thirty-one  cents;  lo  D. 
Higby,  porter,  one  year's  salary*  thirty-six  dollars;  to  sundry  per- 
sons for  stationary  furnished  during  the  same  time,  two  hundred 
thirty-one  dollars  and  six  cents;  to  the  postmaster,  for  postage  on 
letters,  &C.,  sixty  dollars;  to  sundry  persons  employed  at  dificrent 
periods  during  the  year,  in  copying,  examining,  &c.,  including 
amounts  paid  for  fuel  and  contingent  office  expenses,  two  hundred 
and  eighty  dollars  and  forty-five  cents;  to  John  D.  Kirk,  sergeant- 
at-arms,  being  the  amount  charged  or  collected  for  him  during  the 
same  time,  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  sixty-two  cents. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  WALWORTH, 


STATE  OP  NEW- YORK. 


No.  307. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


•  March  21, 1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  claims,  on  the  petition  of  E. 

Smith  Sweet. 

Mr.  M.  II.  Sibley,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  E.  Smith  Sweet,  for  the  payment  of  his 
counsel  fees  and  disbursements  in  two  suits  prosecuted  by  the 
State  for  recovering  possessipn  of  its  lands, 

REPORTED:  • 

That  the  facts  and  circumstances  upon  which  this  claim  is 
founded  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  report  made  by  the  Attorney- 
General  to  this  House,  on  the  7  th  inst  (See  Assembly  Doc  262,) 
to  which  the  committee  beg  leave  to  refer. 

Those  facts  satisfy  your  committee  that  the  petitioner  has  a  just 
clainn  upon  the  State  for  one  hundred  seven  dollars  and  twelve 
cents:  and  have  instructed  their  chairman  to  prepare,  and  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  payment  of  it 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  308. 


IJV  ASSEMBLY, 


March  18,  1835. 


REPORT 


Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  B* 

Cheesman. 

Hn  Jackfon,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Joseph  B.  Cheesman,  for  the  passage  of  a  law  au- 
thorizing him  to  erect  a  dock  adjacent  to  his  land  in  the  town  of 
North  Hempstead,  Queens  county, 

REPORTED: 

The  petitioner  represents,  that  he  resides  at  Hempstead  Har- 
bor, in  the  vicinity  of  its  navigable  waters,  and  has  long  been  ac- 
customed to  frequent  intercourse  with  the  markets  of  New- York 
by  means  of  sloops  and  other  sail  boats.  That  the  introduction  of 
steam-boats  has  changed  the  mode  of  conveyance  to  and  from  the 
city;  and  they  have  taken  the  place  of  such  vessels  as  were  for- 
merly used  and  laid  upon  the  beach  to  load  and  unload  during  the 
absence  of  the  tide. 

The  petitioner  further  represents,  that  his  interest  and  conve- 
nience would  now  be  greatly  advanced  by  the  building  of  a  dock, 
and  the  employment  of  steam  instead  of  sail  boats  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  passengers  and  freight  to  and  from  the  city  of  New- 
York. 

Your  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  site  chosen  for  this  dock 
is  on  the  margin  of  an  extensive  bay,  where  a  dock  can  never  im- 
pede the  navigation  or  interfere  with  the  rights  of  any  other  per- 
son; they  are  therefore  of  the  opinioii  that  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
tioner  ought  to  be  granted,  and  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 

[Assem.  No.  808.]  1 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  309. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  23,  1835. 


Bl 


REPORT 

Of  J.  L*  Woods,  clerk  of  the  court  of  chancery  of  the 
sixth  circuity  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  die  10th  instant 

n  the  Speaker  of  the  Auembly. 

Sim 

I  lia^s  the  hoaor  to  Irmiuimit  herewith  a  re)M>rl  in  eaewer  la 
the  retokitios  af  the  House  of  the  10th*iiietant 

I  en  sir, 
"    Your  humble  terTsnt, 

J,  L.  WOOD& 
Chrltaul  nmgit,  Feb^y  ^  1836. 


REPORT,  kc 

To  ike  Honorable  ike  Anemhly  of  the  State  of  JfievhYork, 

In  obedience  to  tlie  resolution  of  the  10th  day  of  February,  in* 
stant,  requiring  the  register  and  assistant  register  in  chancery,  the 
clerks  of  the  court  of  chancery,  and  the  clerks  of  the  supreme 
court,  severally,  to  report  to  the  House  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  March  next,  a  full  and  accurate  account  of  all  the  sums  of  mo* 
ney  received  and  charged  by  them  respectively, « for  their  official 
services  between  the  first  day  of  January,  1884,  and  the  first  day 
of  January,  1885,  including  therein  as  well  sums  due  to  them  for 
such  services  as  sums  actually  received;  and  also  to  report, 
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at  the  same  time,  the  amount  of  all  the  expenses  incarred  by  them 
in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties,  respectively,  between  the 
days  before  mentioned,  q)ecifying  the  amount  paid  for  office  rent, 
if  any,  the  amount  paid  far  clerk  hire,  and  the  names  of  the  depo- 
ties  and  clerks  employed  by  them,  respectively,  and  the  length  of 
time  for  which  each  person  was  employed,  and  the  amount  paid 
for  stationary,  the  undersigned,  clerk  of  the  court  of  chancery 
for  the  sixth  circuit, 

Rbspbctfvlly  Rrports: 

That  since  the  receipt  by  him  of  a  copy  of  the  said  resoIutioB, 
he  has  made  a  careful  examination  and  estimate  of  all  the  snms  of 
money  received  and  charged  by  him  for  his  official  services  be* 
tween  the  first  day  of  January,  1834,  and  the  first  day  of  Janua- 
ry, 1886,  including  as  well  sums  due  to  him  for  such  servioea 
as  sums  actually  received,  and  that  the  same  amounts  to  the  sum 
of  8487. 58. 

That  the  amount  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  official  duties,  during  the  time  aforesaid,  is  8240.27, 
including  |40  paid  for  office  rent,  and  8112.27  paid  to  J.  De  Puy 
Freer,  esq.  for  his  services  as  deputy  clerk,  and  as  nearly  as  he 
can  estimate  the  same,  818  for  stationary.  That  Mr.  Freer  bar 
t>een  employed  in  the  business  during  the  time  aforesaid. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JONATHAN  L.  W 
Cortland  VUlage,  Feb'y  24,  1885. 


•  lllv 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORIL 


No.  310- 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  23,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  W.  P.  HaUett,  clerk  of  the  supreme  court  in  the 

city  of  New- York. 

Supreme  Court  Clerk's  Office,  ) 
JTew-Yorky  Feb'y  28,  1885.      \ 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Honorable  the  Assembly,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  statement  of  receipts, 
charges,  expenses  and  disburscmentSi  as  clerk  of  the  supreme 
court  in  the  city  of  New- York,  from  the  first  day  of  January, 
1884,  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1835. 

Whole  amount  received  and  charged,  •••••• $5,552  68 

Amount  due  and  charged, •  • 1,771  42 

Whole  amount  received, •    98,78 1  26 

Clerk  hire,  (employed  throughout  the  year,)  Mr.  Fair* 
lie,  deputy,  f6(M);  Mr.  Evans,  assistant,  9420;  Mr. 
Montgomery,  assistant,  #500;  ofiice  hire,  none; 
sweeping  and  cleaning  qfllce,  &a,  $50;  case  for 
writs,  $70;  stationary,  books,  and  coal,  9102;  extra 
writing  by  various  persons  employed  out  of  the  of- 
fice, 6300:     Amounting  to.  •  • 2,082  00 

Nett  amount  received,  ••••••    #1,740  26 

With  great  respect  your  ob't  serv't, 

W.  P.HALLETT. 
To  the  Hon.  Charles  Humfhret, 

Spedur  of  ike  Auembly. 

[Assam.  No.  810.  1 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.   311. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  23,  183& 
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REPORT 

Of  N.  WiliiamBy  clerk  of  the  supreme  court,  .Oieiieti, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Assemb^  of  ipth 
February. 

Cf.ERK'e  Offices,  Geneva,  } 
February  I9th,  1885.      ) 

to  triE  llONORABL£  THE  ASSEMBLY  OP  NEW* 

YOAK: 

The  undersigned,  clerk  of  Ae  topreme  court  at  GenevW, 

ReSPB€TFVLS.T  BBFtXErei 

•  « 

That  the  amount  charged  by  him  for  official  services  troin  tKe' 
time  of  his  appointment,  in  May  last,  until  the  first  day  of  ianua« 
ry  last,  and  amount  of  sums  received  during  said  time  for  such 
services,  are  as  foUovirs: 

For  ^mr chargied, . •  •  •  •  •  •••»••• .•.«»••«.••«  #I.1'54  ds 

Sums  received  in  said  time, •  • ««« ^.».         5l  89 


•4^206  m 


That  the  amount  of  expenses  incurred  by  him  during  said  time, 
in  the  discHakjge  of  his  official  duties,  as  nearly  as  he  can  ascer^ 
tain,  is  as  follows: 
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Paid  J.  A.  Coffin,  esq.  deputy  clerk, tSOS  25 

''    J.  A.  Millard,  a  clerk, , 68  00 

"    E.  A.  Stansberry,  **    32  00 

^   A  number  of  others  who  were  employed  during  a 

press  of  business  in  term  time, 137  04 

*^   for  fuel  for  office, •»  ••••^•. —•• .  20  00 

'*   contingent  expeosesi^  for  sfielves,  for  papers  filed,  for 

cleaning,  &c., 10  00 

''    stationary, •••>•  ....  5800 

A  number  of  necessary  articles  for  the  office,  left  by  the 
late  clerk,  such  as  desks,  tables,  chairs,  .&c,  the  amU 

to  be  settled,  say  ....••••.. ^  •. 75  00 

#708  20 

In  making  this  report,  the  undersigned  would  take  the  liberty  to 
state,  that  the  fees  of  this  office  have  very  much  increased  during 
the  last  year,  from  what  they  were  in  former  years,  as  he  is  in- 
formed by  his  deputy,  who  has  been  in  the  office  a  number  of 
years.  The  pecuniary  difficulties  which  were  the  cause  of  the  in^ 
crease,  have  already  ceased  to  influence  the  business  of  the  office 
in  a  great  measure;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  be  a 
long  time  before  a  similar  state  of  things  will  occur. 

It  ought  also  to  be  stated,  that  many  of  the  accounts  are  small 
in  amount,  against  attorneys  scattered  over  a  large  extent  of 
country*  And  although  these  accounts  amount  in  the  aggregate  Uf 
a  considerable  sum,  they  will  not  justify  the  expense  of  an  agent 
to  collect  them. 

The  undersigned  would  further  state,  that  the  accounts  of  bis 
predecessor  are  in  the  hands  of  an  agent  at  a  distance,  and  regrets 
that  he  cannot,  on  that  account,  exhibit  a  statement  of  the  amount 
of  fees  and  expenses  previous  to  his  coming  into  the  office;  but  he 
has  not  the  least  doubt,  from  the  inspection  of  documents  in  the 
office,  that  the  information  derived  from  his  deputy  is  correct. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

N.  WILLIAMS. 


Na  811.^  8 

The  Hon.  Charlbs  Humphrey, 

SptakeTy  tfc. 
The  foregoing  report,  made  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the 
Assembly,  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  present, 

And  oblige  your  friend,     . 

And  very  humble  serv't, 

N.  WILUAMS. 
Geneva,  February  20M,  1885. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  312. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  23,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  Ji.  B*  HublMurdy  clerk  of  the  rapreme  court  m  the 

city  of  Utica. 

To  the  Hon.  Chaslss  HiniMntBT, 

SIR, 

In  obedience  to  a  reiolation  of  the  honorable  the  AfiemMj 
passed  the  tOth  day  of  February,  1895,  I  have  the  honor  to 

REPORT: 

That  the  whole  amount  of  moneys  received  and  chai;^  for 
my  official  services  between  the  first  day  of  January,  lM4i  nn^ 
the  first  day  of  January,  ISM,  is  as  foUowsi 

Total  amount  of  fees  charged,  including  fees  paid  for  as  they 
accrued,  and  which  were  not  actqally  made  matter  of  account, 
#8,120 .11.  Of  which  sum  I  received^  during  the  period  aforesaid, 
in  aH,  f  1,9M.M. 

The  following  statement  will  exhibit  the  amount  of  ofiloe  ex* 
penses  during  the  year  18S4,  as  near  as  I  can  ascertain  the  same, 
▼is: 

For  clerk  hire, t848  91 

Stationary, 119  7ft 

Other  incidental  expenses,. •••         166  40 

•1,199  06 
[AiMin.  No.  S1S.1  1 
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Ac  the  commencefnent  of  the  year  1834,  the  fbltowing  gentle- 
men were  in  my  office  on  salaries,  viz:  J.  Gregory  Curtis,  deputy 
elerk,  at  a  salary  of  9850,  and  Abel  M»  Niles  and  Hans  Crocker, 
at  a  salary  of  |200  each  per  annum*  A.  M»  Nilea  left  the  office 
on  the  27  th  day  of  September,  1884,  severely  indisposed,  and 
shortly  after  deceaaed;  when  John  Dorr  took  his  place,  tempon* 
rily,  at  a  per  diem  aRowance  of  one  dollar,  and  on  the  8d  NoYcm- 
ber,  1834,  commenced  a  regular  clerkship  at  a  salary  of  3250  per 
annum.    Hans  Crocker  left  the  office  on  the  23d  June,  1834. 

By  their  contracts  my  clerks  were  obligated  to  labor  only  dor* 
ing  office  hours;  for  all  extra  services  I  allowed  and  paid  them  bf 
the  folio  for  writing,  and  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  every  six 
hours  devoted  to  various  other  official  services  required  of  them. 
During  the  period  aforesaid  I  was  also  frequently  obliged  to  eoh 
ploy  other  young  men  in  the  business  of  the  office,  by  the  day: 
The  amount  thus  paid  for  extra  services,  and  included  in  the  thon 
sum  of  •843.91,  is  •209.19;  the  reaidue,  viz:  •684*72,  haviog 
been  paid  as  salary*    I  have  been  at  no  expense  for  office  rent 

Before  closing  this  statement,  I  feel  constrained  to  remark,  that 
the  amount  of  charges  does  not  affi>rd  a  just  criterion  by  which  to 
estimate  the  value  of  the  office.  Owing  to  the  large  number  of 
small  accounts  and  their  dispersed  situation^  to  deaths  and  remo- 
vals, a  great  proportum  of  them  can  never  be  presented  for  pay- 
ment; and  from  past  experience,  I  feef  Warranted  in  saying,  dial 
a  very  considerable  portion  of  the  balance,  after  deductbg  expeih 
ses,  will  never  be  available  to  the  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great 'respect. 

Sir,  your  roost  oVt  serv't, 

J.  H.  HUBBARD 

SlTFBSliS  COUBT  ClSRK's  OfPICE,  \ 

Utica,  February  28y  1835.      \ 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  314. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  23,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  James  Porter,  Register  in  Chancery,  in  answer  to 
a  resolutioQ  of  the  Assembly  of  the  10th  February. 

Reoistbb's  OFrtcB,       ) 
Albany,  Marek  \9th,  ISSft.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  Charles  Humpbibt, 

Sptaker  of  the  A$$tmbly, 

SIR— 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Astemblv  of  the  10th  of 
February  last,  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  state,  that  not  hav« 
ing  kept  an  account)  either  of  the  receipts  or  disbursements  of  mj 
office,  during  the  past  year,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  comply,  lite* 
rally,  with  the  terms  of  that  resolution,  which  calls  for  an  accurate 
account  of  all  the  sums  of  money  received  and  charged  by  me,  as 
Register  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  for  official  services,  between 
the  first  day  of  January,  1834,  and  the  first  day  of  January,  1835; 
and  also  of  all  expenses  incurred  during  that  time,  in  the  discharge 
of  my  official  duties. 

I  have  however,  with  the  assistance  of  my  deputy  and  clerks, 
examined  into  the  business  of  the  office  for  the  last  year,  and  made 
as  accurate  an  estimate  of  the  fees  secured  to  the  register  upon 
that  amount  of  business,  by  the  Revised  Statutes,  as  it  is  in  my 
power  to  do,  under  existing  circumstances,  and  find  the  same  to 
amount,  as  nearly  as  I  can  now  judge,  to  about,  •  •  •  •  •    94,484  00 

Carried  forward, .  •  •  •  • •    94,484  00 
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Brought  forward, $4,484  W 

The  expenses  incurred  during  the  same  period  in  the 
discharge  of  my  official  duties,  as  nearly  as  I  can  now 
estimate  them,  are  as  follows:- 

For  clerk  hire  in  the  office,  about •1,464  00 

For  writing  done  by  scriveners  out  of  the  of- 

about *•  75  Oa 

Books  and  stationary,  sboat I..*..^*.*        150  OO 

For  fuel  and  light,  about 50  00 

Writingdesk, '. «5  00 

I,7«4  00 

Balance  of  receipts  and  charges,  deducting  disbarse- 

mcnts,    ..•• •••.    ^7M  00 


sas 


By  far  the  largest  portion  of  this  balance  is  still  unpaid,  and  is 
doe  irom  solicitors  scattered  over  every  part  of  the  State,  in  sums 
from  a  fraction  of  a  dollar  npwards;  and  judging  from  past  expe- 
rience, I  shall  consider  myself  unnsuaRy  fortunate,  if,  after  de- 
ducting losses  and  the  expenses  ol  collecting,  I  e^er  realize  two- 
thirds  of  the  atnount. 

Those  who  are  not  aware  that  the  fees  of  the  register,  assis- 
tant register  and  cferks  of  the  court  of  chancery  were  reduced  by 
the  Revised  Statutes  much  more  than  those  of  any  other  officer  of 
the  court,  and  who  are  not  also  awars  of  the  fact  ihat  a  stiti 
greater  reduction  has  been  made  in  the  emoluments  of  the  regi^ 
ter's  office  by  the  distribution  of  the  business  of  the  court  among 
the  eight  vice-chancellors  of  this  State,  have  doubtless  supposed 
that  office  to  be  much  more  lucrative  than  it  now  is,  or  has  been 
at  any  time  since  the  adoption  of  those  statutes* 

As,  however,  I  am  now  required,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Assem- 
bly, to  keep  an  accurate  account  of  my  receipts,  charges  and  dis- 
bursements, for  the  remainder  of  the  current  year,  and  report  the 
same  to  the  next  Legislature;  and  as  that  report,  which  will  be 
based  upon  facts,  and  not  upon  estimates,  will,  when  made,  show 
the  true  state  of  the  emoluments  of  the  office,  I  will  not  now  trou- 
ble the  Assembly  with  any  further  remarks,  as  to  the  efiects  of  the 
Revised  Statutes  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  chancery, 
except  to  refer  the  members  of  that  honorable  body  to  a  report 
made  by  a  committee  of  the  Assembly  upon  that  subject,  in  April, 
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1832.     That  report  will  be  found  in  vol.  4  of  Assembly  Docu- 
ments, No.  300. 

The  names  of  the  clerks  employed  in  my  office,  and  the  length 
of  time  each  has  served,  during  the  past  year,  are  as  follows,  to 
wit: 

Jacob  Sternbergh,  nine  months  and  a  half,  as  deputy. 
Jacob  Sharp,  twelve  months,  as  clerk. 
James  Kelley,  between  five  and  six  months,  as  clerk. 
A.  C.  Southwick,  nine  months,  do 

Edward  J.  Denniston,  between  five  and  six  months,  do 
Stephen  Fonday,  about  three  months,  do 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

JAS.  PORTER. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.   315. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  23,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  John  Keyes  Paige,  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  of.  the  Assembly  of  10th 
jFebruary. 

SUPREME  Court  Clbrk^s  Office,  ) 
Albany,  March  I9thj  1835*        ) 

TO  THE  HONORABLE  THE  ASSEMBLY. 

The  undersigned,  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  supreme  court,  in  com* 
pliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly,  passed  10th  February 
last, 

REPORTS: 

That  from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1884,  to  the  1st  day  of  Janu* 
ary,  1835,  the  amount  charged  for  official  services,  was  85,300  65 
Of  which  sum  there  was  paid  during  the  year, 554  45 

Balance  remaining  charged,  • .  •  •   84,836  40 

Cash  received  during  the  same  period  for  incidental  services 

not  charged, 81,157  23 

Cash  received  in  payment  of  charges  as  above,  •••••••        554  45 

Total  cash  received, 81,71 1  68 

Carried  forward, ....  81,71 1  68 
[Assem.  No.  815.]  1* 


Brought fonrtrdy...    tlyTll  6S 

EXPENSES. 

Clerk  hire, $UOW  00 

Sutionarx*  binding,  &C., 190  30i 

Expeueety  incidental,  fuel,  ftc.,  •••••••••        202  201 

1,400  57 

Cash  balance  ....       f218  II 

Namet  of  deputy  and  stated  clerki:  Philip  Wendell,  deputy,  Jo- 
aeph  Strong,  clerk,  James  J.  Wynkoop,  do,  and  Walter  Strong. 

The  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  fact,  that  the  amount  charge 
ed,  is  distributed  in  1,072  distinct  accounts,  against  persons  resid- 
ing io  every  county  of  the  State,  will  be  apparent. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  KEYES  PAIGE. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  316. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  21,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  grand 

jury  of  the  county  of  Albany. 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  refer- 
red  the  petition  of  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Albany, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  petitioners  state  that  they  are  satisfied,  from  facts 
proved  before  them,  that  the  general  interest  of  the  county  v^ould 
be  promoted  by  the  repeal  of  **  An  act  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  fifth  ward  of  the  city  of 
Albany ,"  passed  April  5tb,  1828.  ^dependent  of  the  ofllcer  au- 
thorized to  be  appomted  by  the  act  mentioned,  the  petition  states 
that  there  are  sufficient  tribunals  for  the  administration  of  justice 
in  the  city  of  Albany. 


Your  committee  believe  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  to 
be  granted;  and  they  have  prepared  a  bill,  which  they  now  ask 
leaTe  to  introduce. 

All  which  is  submitted. 


[Ammti.  No.  818.]  1 
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No.  317. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  23,  1835 


REPORT 


Of  the  Supermtendent  of  Common  Schools,  on  b  reso« 
Itttion  of  the  Assembly  relating  to  the  payment  of 
the  school  bills  of  indigent  persons. 

STATE  OF  NEW.yORK,  > 
ScciieTART*o  Oppiob.        \ 

Mbanyy  HSd'Marck^  1B85. 

TO  THE  ASSEMBLY. 

The  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Assembly  of  the  if  th  insU,  requesting  him  to  re» 
port,  **  during  the  present  session,  whether  or  not,  in  his  opinion^ 
it  18  advisable  so  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  common  schools  as 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  school  bills  of  indigent  persons, 
by  a  tax  on  the  taxable  property  in  the  respective  school  districls,*^ 
has  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT^ 

The  laws  regulating  the  administration  of  the  common  school 
system  secure  to  every  child  in  the  State  the  benefits  of  instruc* 
iion.  No  one  can  be  excluded  from  the  school  of  the  district, 
within  the  lunits  of  whigh  he  resides,  on  account  of  the  inability 
of  his  parent  or  guardian  to  pay  for  his  tuition.  It  was  the  inteo* 
tioD  of  the  law  that  all  chikJrea  residing  in  a  district  should  be  al- 
lowed to  attend  the  school,  whether  they  were  able  to  pay  for  tui* 
tion  or  not:  and  it  has  been  repeatedly  decided  by  the  Superin- 

[Assem.  No.  817.]  1 


i 


t  [Ami 

lendent  of  Common  Schools  that  the  trustees  of  school  districts 
hare  not  power  lo  deny  to  anjr  one,  €>n  the  gromid  referred  toi»  the 
right  thus  secured  to  all  So  Tar^  therefore,  as  the  privilege  cyf  at* 
tending  the  common  schools  is  concerned,  nothing  remaws  to  be 
done.  * 

With  regard  to  the  children  of  indigent  persons  the  law  is  not 
only  ample  in  its  provisions,  biit  it  is  framed  with  a  delicate  regard 
to  the  relations  which  they  bear,  by  means  of  their  association  m 
sch4K>K  to  the  children  of  individuals  in  better  pecuniary  circum- 
stances. The  trustees  of  school  diAricts  are  authorized  to  exempt 
from  the  payment  of  the  teaclier's  wages  such  indigent  persons 
within  their  districts  as  they  may  think  proper.  This  exenoption, 
however,  is  made  at  the  close  of  the  term.  Thus  the  children  of 
all  meet  on  a  footing  of  entire  equality  in  school,  nor  is  it  known 
until  the  term  is  at  an  end,  and  the  teacher,  is  to  be  paid,  who  are 
to  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  his  wages.  Those  who  are  un- 
able to  pay  for  the  tuition  of  their  children,  have  therefore,  every 
provision  made  for  thorn  which  could  be  desired. 

The  object  of  the  inquiry  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the  As- 
sembly is  to  ascertain  whether,  by  charging  upon  property  the 
payment  of  the  school  bills  of  persons  thus  exempted  by  the  trus- 
tees of  school  districts,  an  inequality  growing  out  of  the  existing 
mode  of  providing  for  the  payment  of  those  bills  may  not  be  cor- 
rected. To  understand  clearly  the  nature  of  this  inequality  it  will 
be  necessary  to  attend  to  the  operation  of  the  law  in  such  cases. 

The  trustees  of  school  districts,  in  paying  the  wages  of  teachers, 
are  required, 

1.  To  apply  the  public  moneys  in  their  hands,  so  far  as  they 
shall  be  sufficient  for  tlie  purpose: 

9.  To  collect  the  residue,  (after  exempting  indigent  persons,) 
from  the  persons  liable  therefor,  according  to  the  aggregate  nuo)- 
ber  of  days  during  which  their  children  shall  have  attended  school. 

The  balance  of  the  teacher's  wages,  therefore,  after  applying 
the  public  money  allotted  to  the  term,  is  paid  by  such  of  those 
who  have  sent  their  children  to  school  as  are  not  exempted  from 
such  payment  on  account  of  their  indigence.  The  exemption  of 
the  parent  of  an  indigent  child  augments  the  rate  of  contribotioa 
for  those  who  are  not  exempted.    Thus  the  school  bills  of  indigent 
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persons  may  be  said  to  be  paid  by  the  persons  nol  so  exemple4 
who  have  sent  their  children  to  school,  in  proportion  to  the  time 
their  children  have  been  instructed,  and  not  in  proportion  to  their 
pecuniary  ability.  A  man  who  has  merely  property  enough  to 
deprive  him  of  the  benefit  of  an  exesBptton  from  the  paynient  of 
his  own  school  bills  contributes  just  as  much  ^s  the  wealthiest 
tnan  in  the  district  to  pay  the  school  bills  of  the  children  of  per* 
aons  so  exempted;  and  if  he  sent  more  children  to  school  he  would 
contribute  in  a  greater  proportion.  Considered  with  a  reference 
to  property  alone  the  rule  is  unequal,  and  seems,  at  first  glance, 
oppressive  with  regard  to  that  class  of  persons  who  are  just  above 
the  line  of  exemption.  But  it  is  believed  that  it  will  appear  less 
^o  when  it  is  seen  under  a  diSerent  view  of  the  subject. 

It  may  not  1>e  improper  to  remark  in  this  place,  that  as  a  gene- 
ral rule,  the  amount  of  the  school  bills  of  indigent  persons  is  not 
very  large  .in  districts  in  the  interior  of  the  State,  although  there 
are  doubtless  exceptions  to  the  observation,  in  school  districts 
where  there  are  a  great  number  of  indigent  persons.  None  will 
deny  that  it  would  be  very  desirabiu,  if  it  were  practicable,  to  fix 
on  some  standard  of  contribution  on  the  part  of  individuals,  to  the 
support  of  the  common  school  system,  which  should  be  perfectly 
just  and  equal  between  the  contributors.  But  it  is  believed  that 
a  rtrie,  which  would  secure  such  equality,  would  be  extremely  dif* 
ficult,  if  not  impossible  to  be  attained.  To  found  it  wholly  upon 
pecuniary  ability  would  not  accomplish  the  object;  for,  although 
all  are  equally  interested  in  the  diffusion  of  intelligence  and  sound 
moral  principles,  a  man  with  several  children,  and  little  property, 
is  obviously  more  directly  and  deeply  concerned  in  the  main* 
tcnancc  of  the  common  school  system  than  a  man  with  more  pro* 
perty,  who  has  no  children.  It  is  clear,  that  a  man  worth  a  thou- 
sand dollars,  who  sends  a  child  to  school,  should  contribute  more 
to  the  support  of  the  school  than  a  man  of  the  same  property,  who 
sends  none.  The  rule  of  contribution,  to  be  perfectly  just,  should 
be  in  a  compound  ratio  of  the  pecuniary  ability  of  the  individual, 
and  the  benefits  to  result  to  him  from  the  contribution;  and  it  is 
manifest  that  no  rule  could,  under  our  system  of  popular  instruc- 
tion, be  so  framed  as  to  meet  the  circumstances  of  an  infinite  va- 
riety of  cases,  and  adapt  itself  to  each  with  exact  equality.  The 
operation  of  the  system  is,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  unequal. 
Some  districts  have  few,  if  any,  indigent  ^persons  in  them,  and 
some  have  a  large  number.    Some  have  a  taxable  property  of  « 


ftafkhredthottsimcf  dhllRrsi  ifvhile  othera  have  l^ss  than  ten  tlKNisaDd; 
md  yet  a  school  is  to*  be  imtintained  in  alL  These  inequalities^ 
arise  fFom  local  or  aeeidental  causes^  and  cannot  be  reoiedied. 

If  it  were  admitted  to  be  just,  that  property  should  be  still  far- 
fher  taxed  for  the  support  of  the  common  school  system,  the  ad* 
Rdission  would  net  be  conclusive  as  to  the  propriety  of  acconiplishio(( 
the  object  in  the  manner  proposed:  still,  it  will  not  be  deemed  fo- 
veign  to  the  inquiry,  to  see  how  fis»  property  already  cooUiboiea 
to  the  support  of  Uie  system- 

The  Revised  Statutes  provide  that  a  sum  shall  be  annuaRy  rais* 
ed  in  each  town-  in  the  State  by  an  aesessment  on  its  taxable  pro* 
perty  equal  in  amount  to  the  sum  apportioned  to  the  said  town 
from  the  Common*  School  Fandr  The  whole  amount  annoally  ap- 
portioned to  the  comnton  sehoi^ls  throughout  the  State  from  the 
Common  School  Fund,  is  one  hundred  thousand  dollars*  The  suni 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  is,:  therefore,,  levied  on  the  laxa* 
Ue  property  of  the  StMe,  and  added  to  the'amoant  derived  fronn 
the  Common  School  Fondy  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  these  two 
sums  is  appropriated  by  law  to  the  payment  of  the  wages  of 
'  teachers.  The  electors  of  each  town  have  power  (I  voL  Revised 
Statutes,  page  840,)  to  direct  to  be  raised  lor  the  same  purpose,  a 
sum  equal  to  the  amount  required  to  be  raised  by  law,  and  this 
power  is  constantly  exercis€»l  in  a  portion  of  the  towns;  so  that 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  may  be  raised  by  a  tax 
on  property  for  (he  payment  of  the  wages  of  teachers.  In  the  city 
of  New-York,  the  whole  local  contribution  to  the  support  of  oom* 
mon  schools,  amounting  to  about  eighty-three  thousand  dollars,  is 
levied  on  taxable  property. 

The  whole  expense  of  constructing  school-houses,  keeping  them 
in  repair,  and  furnishing  them  with  appendages,  is  paid  by  the 
-  taxable  property  of  the  respective  districts.  The  inhabitanU  of 
each  district  are  also  authorized  to  vote  a  tax  for  supplying  the 
Sitliool*houses  with  luel,  and  they  do  not  fail  to  adopt  this  mode 
whenever  it  is  deemed  more  advantageous  than  to  require  those 
who  send  children  to  school,  to  furnish  their  proportion  in  kind. 
In  now  counties,  where  fuel  is  cheap,  it  is  usually  furnished  in  kind 
by  those  who  send  children  to  school:  in  other  paits  of  the  Slate, 
on  the  other  hand,  where  fuel  is  dear,  it  is  usually  furnished  by  a 
tax  on  property. 
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By  an  estimate  contained  in  the  late  annual  report  of  the  So* 
perintendent  of  Common  Schoolsi  it  appears  that  the  expense  of  t|>e 
common  school  system  for  the  year  1833,  was  about  one  million 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Of  this  amount,  taxable  property 
paid  nearly  five-twelfths,  and  the  public. funds  more  than  one- 
twelfth.  In  this  estimate,  the  expense  of  repairing  school-houses 
is  not  included,  so  that  it  may  be  safely  said  that  property  and  the 
public  funds  pay  more  than  half  of  the  whole  expenditure  for  the 
siipffort  of  the  common  schools.  Thus  it  appears,  that  property  is 
already  liberally  taxed;  and  as  the  contribution  is  founded  on  pro* 
perty  alone,  it  is  to  be  viewed  without  reference  to  any  other  be- 
nefits than  those  which  are  attendant  upon  an  orderly  administra- 
tion of  justice,  a  diffused  intelligence,  and  an  elevated  toneof  pub- 
h'c  morals.  At  the  point  where  property  ceases  to  contribute  as 
property,  the  contributions  of  those  who  are  immediately  benefit- 
ted by  the  system  commence;  and  independently  of  the  general 
benefits  referred  to,  which  every  citizen  is  interested  in  securing, 
their  contributions  are  in  ratio  of  the  direct  advantages  which  they 
derive  from  it.  They  contribute  so  much  for  each  child  who  re- 
ceives instruction,  with  an  exception  in  favor  of  those  who  are  un- 
able to  pay. 

The  equity  of  the  principle  is  so  manifest  that  it  can  hardly  fail 
to  find  a  place  in  every  system  of  popular  instruction.  In  Prussia 
the  rule  is  the  same,  though  the  mode  and  rate  of  contribution  are 
not  precisely  similar*  Mr.  Cousin,  in  his  celebrated  report  on 
public  instruction  in  that  kingdom,  says  *'  The  general  rate  levied 
on  the  householders,  (taxable  inhabitants,)  for  the  support  of 
schools,  having  no  othei  object  than  that  of  facilitating  their  esta- 
blishment for  the  benefit  of  all,  it  is  just  that  those  who  actually 
profit  by  these  establishments  (those  who  send  children  to  school,) 
should  support  them  by  a  special  payment"  of  school  money. 

It  has  already  been  said,  that  the  exemption  of  an  indigent  per- 
son from  the  payment  of  his  school  bills  augments  the  contribu- 
tions of  those  who  are  not  exempted,  and  thus  appears,  at  first 
glance,  to  be  very  oppressive  as  to  those  who  have  just  property 
enough  to  exclude  them  from  an  exemption  from  such  payment. 
Such  a  man,  sending  four  children  to  school,  pays  four  times  as 
much  toward  the  sch^l  bills  of  indigent  persons  as  a  wealthy  man 
with  only  one  child  at  school.  But  it  is  to  be  considered,  that  the 
man  who  has  the  greatest  number  of  children  to  educate,  has  the 
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greatest  interest  in  the  school,  and  derires  the  greatest  assistance 
from  the  public  funds  and  from  taxation  upon  property.  The 
school-house  is  provided  for  him  and  furnished  with  fuel  and  ap- 
pendages, by  property  alone;  and  to  pay  for  the  tuition  of  every 
child  whom  he  sends  to  school^  he  receives  annually  forty-one 
cents  from  property  and  the  public  funds. 

The  subject  will  be  better  illustrated  by  a  comparison  of  the  re- 
spective  advantages  derived  from  the  established  mode  of  contri- 
bution to  the  support  of  the  common  school  system,  by  two  pcr- 
sons,  one  sending  four  children  to  school  and  having  one  hundred 
dollars  of  taxable  pro|K;rty,  and  another  sending  one  child  to 
school  and  having  one  thousand  dollars  of  taxable  property;  and 
this  is  precisely  such  a  case  as  is  best  calculated  to  exhibit  the  ine- 
quality for  which  the  inquiry  contained  in  the  resolution  is  design- 
ed to  afford  a  remedy.  The  latter  originally  contributes  ten  times 
as  much  as  the  former  to  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  the  school- 
house  and  to  the  construction  of  the  house,  and  in  the  same  pro- 
portion for  keeping  the  house  in  repair.  Where  fuel  is  provided  by 
a  tax,  he  annually  contributes  ten  times  as  much  towards  furnishing 
it  with  fuel.  He  also  pays  ten  times  as  much  of  the  school  tax  levi- 
ed  on  the  town,  which  is  appropriated  by  law  to  the  payment  of 
teacher's  wages.  Thus  with  only  one-fourth  part  of  the  direct  be- 
nefit which  the  other  derives  from  the  maintenance  of  the  school,  he 
pays  in  a  very  great  disproportion  towards  its  support.  At  the 
same  time,  while  he  receives  forty-one  cents  from  the  public  funds 
to  assist  him  in  paying  for  the  tuition  of  his  child,  the  man  who 
has  one  hundred  dollars  receives  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  cents 
to  pay  for  the  tuition  of  his  children.  The  latter,  it  is  true,  has 
three  more  children  to  educate,  but  this  inequality  cannot  be  cor- 
rected, if  it  were  practicable  to  correct  it  on  any  just  principle, 
without  a  total  reorganization  of  the  established  system.  The 
rule,  though  unequal  in  reference  to  property  merely,  is  in  no 
sense  unjust;  for  the  increased  contribution  to  the  special  and  sin- 
gle object  of  supporting  the  teacher  results  from  the  greater  direct 
benefit  derived  from  his  support. 

It  has  been  frequently  suggested  that  the  school  bills  of  indigent 
persons  in  each  district  should  be  paid  out  of  the  public  nrioney  ap- 
portioned to  it,  and  that  the  residue  of  the  public  money  should 
then  be  appropriated  to  the  common  benefit  of  those  who  send 
children  to  school.    The  equity  of  this  proposition  can  hardly  be 
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diflpated;  and  it  it  prociflely  the  mode  in  which  the  ichool  bilk  of 
such  persons  are  now  paid;  although  the  particular  manner  of 
paying  the  compensation  of  the  teacher  is  such  that  its  operation 
is  not,  at  first  glance,  distinctly  seen* 

The  existing  mode  of  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  school 
bills  of  indigent  persons  is,  therefore,  merely  a  diminution  of  the 
amount  of  assistance,  which  those  who  send  children  to  school, 
and  who  are  not  exempt  from  the  payment  of  teachers'  wages,  de* 
rive  from  property  and  the  public  funds  in  paying  their  own  school 
bills.  The  truth  of  this  position  will  be  clearly  seen  by  the  (oU 
lowing  statement:  A  teacher  has  forty  dollars  due  him  for  tuition 
for  thirty  children;  there  are  ten  dollars  of  public  money,  which 
being  paid  to  him,  the  balance  of  his  wages  is  thirty  dollars.  The 
parents  of  five  children  are  exempted  from  contributing  to  the  pay- 
ment of  this  balance  on  account  of  their  indigence.  The  parents 
of  the  remaining  twenty-five  children,  therefore,  pay  the  thirty 
dollars,  or  one  dollar  and  twenty  cents  for  each.  But  suppose 
the  tuition  of  the  five  indigent  pupils  is  first  paid  out  of  the  public 
money*  Their  proportion  of  the  thirty  dollars  due  to  the  teacher, 
besides  the  public  money,  amounts  to  five  dollars;  which  being 
paid  to  him  out  of  the  public  m  )ncy,  reduces  the  balance  of  his 
\vages  to  thirty-five  dollars  and  the  public  money  to  five.  The 
five  dollars  (the  balance  of  the  public  money,)  is  now  paid  to  him, 
and  the  residue  of  his  wages  (thirty  dollars,)  being  assessed  on 
the  parents  of  the  remaining  twcnty*five  children,  amounts  to  one 
dollar  and  twenty  cents  for  each,  as  before.  Thus  the  public  mo* 
ney  in  fact  pays  the  tuition  of  indigent  children;  and  the  amount 
of  pecuniary  assistance,  which  every  other  child  attending  school 
receives  from  the  public  funds,  will  depend  on  tlie  accidental  cir- 
<iumstance  of  the  number  of  indigent  persons  in  the  district  to  be 
assisted. 

The  time  is  not  far  distant  when  some  addition  to  the  amount 
contributed  by  property  and  the  public  funds  for  the  payment  of 
teacher's  wages  will  become  necessary,  in  order  that  the  rate  of 
contribution  may  not  fall  far  behind  the  rate  of  increase  in  the 
number  of  children.  This  object  may  be  accomplished  by  aug- 
menting the  productive  capital  of  the  Common  School  Fund  or  the 
amount  required  to  be  raised  by  tax  on  each  town  for  the  support 
of  the  schools  within  it.  But  if  the  property  of  each  school  dis- 
trict should,  in  addition  to  the  taxes  now  levied  on  it  for  the  sup- 
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port  of  the  school,  be  taxed  to  an  amoant  equal  lo  the  total  amount 
of  the  tuition  of  indigent  pupils,  there  would  be  cause  for  appre- 
hension that  the  class  of  exempts  would  be  much  more  nomeroas, 
and  that  in  some  cases  the  rule  would  operate  more  severely  than 
the  one  now  in  force.  The  first  of  the  evils  referred  to  would  be 
much  more  serious  than  the  last  It  is,  for  many  reasons,  dcsira* 
ble,  after  the  public  money  has  been  appropriated  to  the  payment 
of  the  teacher's  wages,  that  every  pupil  should  pay  his  just  propor- 
tion of  the  balance.  The  greater  the  number  of  the  exemptions 
the  greater  is  the  danger  that  the  schools  will  acquire  the  charac- 
ter of  charity-schools,  and  by  detaching  from  them  many  who 
would  otherwise  contribute  to  the  compensation  of  the  teachers, 
render  the  contributions  of  those  who  are  able  to  pay  for  tuition 
heavier  than  they  are  now. 

In  counties  where  population  is  not  yet  dense,  and  settlement  b 
comparatively  recent,  there  would,  perhaps,  be  no  objection,  so 
fiir  as  relates  to  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  school  districts 
by  the  trustees,  to  a  provision  framed  in  conformity  to  the  inquiry 
contained  in  the  resolution.  But  in  older  counties  there  would  be 
reason  to  apprehend  that  such  a  provision  might  be  abused.  It  fre- 
quently happens  in  these  counties  that  the  affairs  of  school  dis- 
tricts are  controlled  by  those  who  are  possessed  of  a  small  portion 
only  of  the  taxable  property.  The  law  is  highly  liberal  in  relation 
to  the  qualifications  of  voters  at  school  district  meetings:  any  man 
who  is  assessed  to  work  on  the  highway  may  vote  for  district  offi- 
cers, as  well  as  for  the  imposition  of  a  tax  on  the  property  of  the 
district,  for  any  of  the  objects  authorized  by  law.  If  the  provi* 
sion  referred  to  were  to  be  adopted  by  the  Legislature,  the  right 
to  determine  the  extent  of  -the  exemption  from  the  payment  of 
teacher's  wages  would  reside  with  officers  appointed  by  those  who 
are  interested  in  making  it  as  extensive  as  possible.  The  exemp- 
tion of  an  individual  is  a  matter  resting  wholly  in  the  discretion  of 
the  trustees,  and  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  have  no  motive 
to  extend  it  to  any  who  are  not  clearly  proper  subjects  for  its 
application.  Their  interest  now  is  to  exempt  as  few  individuals 
as  possible,  so  that  the  general  contribution  may  be  as  light  as 
possible.  Their  interest  in  the  case  supposed  would  be  to  exempt 
the  greatest  possible  number,  and  thus  cast  the  principal  part  of 
the  burden  of  supporting  the  teacher  on  the  property  of  the  dis- 
trict The  effect  of  the  present  plan  is  to  produce  a  vigilant  at- 
tention to  the  affairs  of  the  district  among  the  inhabitants;  and  do 
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one  is  likely  to  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  the  teacher's 
gesy  unless  the  justice  of  the  e;;cemption  is  undeniable.  If  the 
school  bills  of  indigent  persons  were  paid  by  property,  there  would 
be  danger  that  with  an  increase  of  the  number  of  exemptions  the 
general  interest  which  is  now  taken  in  the  concerns  of  the  district 
by  the  individuals  residing  in  it  would  bo  diminishedy  and  one  of 
the  surest  preservatires  of  the  character  aifd  respectability  of  the 
school  impaired  in  force. 

The  inequality  in  question  is  unimportant  in  comparison  with 
others  which  exist  Wherever  it  is  felt  it  grows  out  of  the  same 
local  and  special  causes  which  are  the  source  of  the  other  inequa- 
lities referred  to.  If  property  should  be  further  taxed  to  relieve  a 
particuhur  class  from  a  burden  which  falls  heavily,  on  the  individu* 
als  belonging  to  it,  why  should  not  a  school  district  having  only 
ten  thousand  dollars  of  taxable  property  be  assisted  by  an  adjoin* 
ing  district  with  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  its  assessment  roll? 
The  union  of  public  and  private  interests,  in  which  the  common 
school  system  is  founded,  renders  it  extremely  difficult,  without 
taking  it  wholly  under  the  control  of  the  government  and  support- 
ing it  by  a  general  contribution,  to  correct  the  inequalities  which 
are  inseparable  from  the  policy  of  leaving  its  management  with 
those  most  deeply  interested  in  sustaining  it 

On  foil  consideration  the  Superintendent  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  established  mode  of  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  school 
bilb  of  indigent  persons  is  less  objectionable  than  the  one  suggest- 
ed in  the  resolution:  and  he  begs  leave  of  the  Assembly  to  add, 
that  no  other  occurs  to  him  which  would  be  more  free  from  ob- 
jection. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 
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REPORT 

Of  tke  Comptroller  on  ihe  memoiial  ^ef  Aie  St  Regit 

Indians. 

CoKPtAOI.LSR'a  OmcK,    \ 
Jiibamf,  March  84,    1895.  ) 

The  CoNiptrofler,  to  wliom  was  referred  by  the  AnemUy,  the 
»emorit1  of  the  GK.  Regii  f ndiRns,  Tending  wjlhia  the  Stele  of 
New- York,  retpedfoUy  etibmits  the  foilowing 

REPORT: 

The  ineniorialists  ask,  Ist:  That  the  annuity  of  five  hundred  and 
thirty-three  dollars,  payable  by  the  treaty  of  RM,  to  the  Seven 
KatioDs  of  Canada^  may^  hi  future^  be  paid  to  them  in  cocnpliance 
urith  the  terms  of  the  grant  and  release  of  such  annuity  from  said 
Seven  Nations,  or  Caughnawagas,  to  the  memorialists^  executed  at 
Plattsburgh,  and  in  oooformity  to  M^ich,  such  annuity  was  during 
many  years  paid  to  them,  though  of  late^  wrongluHy  withheld  from 
them,  and  paid  to  tiie  Oanghnawagas* 


%L  The  jfnemorialiAts  ask  for  the  payment  of  all  the  annuities^ 
mi  a  season. of  the  year  more  convenient  than  that  now  fixed  by 
law  and  by  agreement;  and  that  the  law  to  be  passed,  shall  ex- 
pressly  enact  that  sudi  annuities  shall  be  paid  only  to  those  who 
are  justly  entitled  to  share  therein:  that  is  to  say,  the  Su  Regis 
Indians  residing  within  the  State  of  New- York,  or  within  the 
United  Sutes. 
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ftf.  The  memoriaristt  asE  fo*  the  vepeal  of  the  hiw  retatiTe  t» 
fleeting  Yrnfitee»;  and  in  lico  rhereof,  thej  deaive  that  an  act  inajr 
le  paesed  amlhcmiing.  the  GTovernor  to  appoint  not  less  than  tkrce^ 
^of  more  than  six  principal  Indiana,  who  shaU  becalkdahiefi^  ao<k 
hold  their  offices  darings  pleaaurav  »najprity  e£  wbom  shall  have 
fowev  to  act  for  the  tkribe.- 

An  eKSRHaatlDir  of  the  seraral  trecties*  madb  with  tbv  Cavghna* 
waga  and  St  Regis  Indians,  from  hTMAo  the  present  tiaae,  m^j 
affofd  seme  gaide  to  iegiskitWe  action  en  this  memoFiai  of  n  por* 
tfon  of  the  St  Regis  tribe  of  Indians.  The  treaty  ef  1796^  under 
which  the  annuity  ei  tftW>»  ia  paid  to  the  depntiee  ef  the 
Seven  Naniens  of  Canada,  is  given  entire  in  the  doconaent  BMurked 
A.  This  is  the  tsevty  whieh*  m  pevtfon  of  the  St^  Regis  tribe  new 
ask  the  Legislature  t&  annul,  ia  regard  to  a  portion  of  one  of  the 
eontrSRting  parties^  not  sepresented  at  all  iw  this  proeeeding>  ia 
order  to  give  all'the  advantages  secufed  by  it,  to  another  section, 
represented  by  those  who  sign  the  memoviak 

The  Cjreaty  of  ITM,  it  will  be  seen,  provided  fcr  ibepayasent  of 
1,233  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight  pence,  on  the  3d  Monday  m 
Aeguat,  I'M?;  and  provided,  abe,  for  the  payment  on  ifaeSd 
Monday  in  August,  yearly^  fovevei  thereifter,  oi  an  annuity  of 
HIS  pounds  six  shillinga  and  eight  pence.  These  pnynaents  weie 
to  be  made  nt  the  mouth  of  the  river  Chazy,  on  Lake  Champbin; 
and  it  it  stipalated  that  at  Feast  five  of  the  principal  men  ef  the 
Seven  Nations  or  tribes,  shall  attend  ns  deputies  to  receive  and 
give  receipts  for  the  annHfty.  This  freaty  was  signed  by  Good 
Stream  and  Thomas  Williams,  two  chiefs  of  the  Caughnawagas; 
and  by  Col.  Lewis  Cook,  a  chief  of  the  St.  Regis  Iwfians,  and 
Wm.  Gray,  who  acted  as  fnterpreter^  and  these  four  persons  were 
treated  with  as  deputies  authorized  to  represent  the  Seven  Nations 
or  tribes  of  Canada* 

In  1815,  Thomas  Williams,  Peter  Tarbell  and  Jacob  Francis^ 
^  in  behalf  of  the  nation  or  tribe  of  Indians,  known  and  called  the 
*  St  Regis  Indians,' "  signed  a  treaty,  by  which  they  ceded  to  the 
State  a  mife  square  on  Salmon  river,  ami  five  thousand  acres  of 
the  easterly  part  of  their  reservation 'in  Franklin  county.  In  coe- 
sideration  of  such  release,  it  was  stipuhtted,  on  the  part  of  the 
State,  that  an  annuity  of  $1,300  should  thereafter  be  paid  to  the 
St  Regis  tribe,  at  French  Mills,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  August, 
in  each  year.    The  St  Regis  tribe  were  to  depute  three  of  the^ 


^iefs  or  ptincipsl  men  *to  attend  at  French  TSLitls  15  receive  the 
qennaity  and  receipt  for  Ihe  saimi.  In  this  treaty,  Thomat  WiK 
iiianns  is  styled  one  of  the  ^  r!hiefs  and  warriors  of  the  St.  Regis 
tribe  Of  nation  of  Indians.^  In  1796,  he  signed  the  treaty  made 
With  the  Seven  Ntftieas  ^'Canada,  ms  beionging  to  the  Cimghnfr- 
waga  tribe. 

In  the  year  1818,  l^oran  Tarbell,  Peter  Tarbefl,  Jacob  Francis 
«nd  Thomas  Williams,  on  behalf  of  the  St.  Hcgis  Indians,  ceded 
to  the  Sttfte  2,000  acres  *of  the  Indian  reservation,  Bnd  the  right  dt 
making  roads,  on  certain  -conditions,  through  the  lodian  landir;  and 
«n  consideration  of  these  cessions,  it  was  sttpalated  that  the  Stirte 
^houid  forever  4bere4ft€r,  pay  to  the  said  ^4be,  an  annuity  of 
#200.  This  annutty,  ^and  those  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  former 
treaties,  it  was  agreed,  should  A^reafter  %e  paid  at  NtfCtsborgb^ 
tm  the  first  Tuesday  of  August,  in  each  year. 

In  the  year  1824,  a  treaty  was  made  with  the  St.  Regis  Indians^ 
in  which  the  n»ile  s^are  in  Massena,  St.  Lawronoe  eoun^y,  and 
nvhick  was  reserved  4o  <lhe  Indians  by  the  treaty  of  1790,  with  the 
mill  on  -Grass  river,  was  ceded  to  the  State.  For  this^^ession,  the 
State  paid  to  Tiiomas  Willianns,  Michel  Cook,  Lewis  Dooblehouse 
and  Peter  Tarbell,  the  mim  of  $1,^*920,  as  the  authorized  agents 
«ad  attorneys  ef  the  St  Regis  tribe.  The  Rev.  Eleazer  Williams, 
the  son'  of  Thomas  WilHamsi,  was  present,  and  witnessed  this 
%rearty«  # 

'  In  the  aame  year,  the  St.  Regis  Indians  ceded  to  the  State,  one 
thousand  «cres  ef  their  reservation,  for  the  sum  of  f  1,750,  paid  to 
the  chiefs  and  trustees,  and  an  annuity,  forever,  of  060;  the  annut* 
ty  to  be  paid  at  Plattsburgh,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  August,  in 
each  year.  The  deed  of  cession  was  signed  by  Thomas  Williams, 
Michel  Cook,  Lewis  Doublehouse,  Peter  Tarbell  and  Charles  Cook, 
and  witnessed  by  the  Rev.  B.  Williams. 

In  the  year  1825,  the  Stqte  purchased  of  the  St.  Regis  Imlianai 
840  acres  of  land  on  the  St.  Regis  river,  and  paid  them  #2,100  in 
foil,  for  the  same.  This  agreement  was  executed  by  Ttadmas 
Williams,  Michd  Cook,  Lewis  Deablehouse,  Peter  Tarbell>  Charles 
Cook,  Thomas  Tarbell,  Mtchd  TarbeU,  Louis  Tarbell,  Bettico 
Tarbell,  James  Williams  and  William  L.  Gray,  as  chiefs  and  trus« 
tees  of  the  St.  Regis  tribe  of  Indians. 
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Ey  Tirtue  of  a  treaty  mado  wittv  the  SU  Regt»  IndKaiis^  Deeenn 
l^r  14,  1824|  and  an  act  of  the  Legishiture,  chap.  25^  of  1825, 
certain  landa  theretofore  conveyed  to  Michael  Hogao,  were  re* 
leased  by  the  Indians,  in^ consideration  of  an  annuity  of  905  dollars. 
This  agreement  was  signed  by  Thomas  WiUiams,  Michel  Cook^ 
Lewis  Donblehouse,  Peter  Tarbell^  and  C^arlea  Cook,  as  principal 
chiefs  and  head  men  of  the  St.  Reiris  tribe. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  yewly  aDomtiea  aecorad  by 
the  several  treaties  referred  to,  and  of  the  several  sums  actnally 
paid  to  the  St,.  Re^isr  and  Caughnawaga  Indians,,  besides  ihe 
amount  of  the  annuities,  viz: 

•SBoutiimof  AnooBtoC 

tratty*  WBUsiif. 

By  treaty  of  1706,  to  the  Seven  Naitiona 

of  Canada, ..$^17B  »  K»  » 

By  treaty  of  1816,  with  St.  Regis  Indiana,  1,M0  00 

By  treaty  of  1618,.  ^        u  800  06 

By  treaty  of  1824^  **        *♦         1,660  66 

By  treaty  of  1864,  "*        "^         1,750  06  66  66 

By  treaty  of  1 824,  and  act  of  1825, 665  06 

By  treaty  of  1825,  ..*. , 2,106  6€^ 


$8,648  66       #3,666  66 

Out  of  the  lands  reserved  by  tbe  Seven  Nations  of  Canada,  (re* 
presented  by  the  Canghnawaga  and  St  Regis  tribes,)  in  the  treaty 
of  1766,  die  St  Regis  Indians  have  secured  to  themselves,  by  the 
•everal  treaties  from  1616  to  1825,  65,776,r  and  annuities  te  the 
amount  of  61,865  per  annum,  forever. 

In  addtdott  to  this,  a  portion  of  this  tribe  now  ask  the  LegisIa* 
ture  to  pass  an  act  guaranteeing  to  the  memorialists^  and  thoae 
whom  they  represent,  the  whole  of  the  annuity  of  6566.66;  whidi 
sum,  by  the  treaty  ot  1766,  was  guaranteed  to  the  Caughnawaga 
and  St  Regis  tribes  together,  as  tfie  reprsseiitatives  of  the  Seven 
Nationa  of  Canada.  This  annuity,  the  memorialista  ali^e,  leaa 
feleaied  to  them  by  an  instrument  executed  at  Plattsburgb,  and  re- 
oorded  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  paper  marked 
B,  appended  to  this  report,  is  a  copy  of  the  release  referred  tou 

The  St  Regis  Indians  during  the  last  summer,   remonstrmted 
against  the  paymeifl  of  any  part  of  the  annuity  of  1766,  to  the 
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Caoghnawaga  tribe.  The  grounds  urjged  id  the  memorial  to  the 
Legislature,  were  tbeu  presented  to  the  agent  for  paying  the  an* 
nuities,  who  wrote  to  the  Comptroller  for  instructions  on  this  sub- 
ject.   This  correspondence  is  appended,  and  marked  C. 

When  the  case  to  which  this  correspondence  refers,  was  present- 
edf  the  Comptroller  examined  all  the  treaties,  as  well  as  the  docu- 
ment denominated  a  release  from  the  '*  Chiefs  of  the  Caughnawaga 
and  Lake  of  the  Two  Mountains,"  and  was  fully  satisfied  that  jus- 
tice and  good  faith  required  the  payment  of  the  annuity  of  $533.33, 
according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaiy  of  1796.  The  opinion 
then  formed  has  not  been  changed  by  an  examination  of  the  papers 
presented  with  the  memorial. 

The  pretended  release  is  without  consideration,  and  does  not 
bear  upon  its  face  a  single  mark  of  authenticity.  The  release 
purports  to  have  been  executed  at  Plattsburgh,  on  the  20th  of 
August,  1804,  only  eight  years  after  the  treaty.  This  document, 
however,  was  not  proved  and  recorded  until  1829,  when  Enoch 
Chase  and  Wm.  Gray,  both  of  the  subscribing  witnesses,  were 
dead.  If  the  deputies  from  Caughnawaga  who  were  at  Plattsburgh 
in  1804,  had  been  disposed  to  release  their  share  of  the  annuity  of 
•538.83,  why  was  not  the  release  executed  in  presence  either  of 
the  agent  f<Mr  paying  the  Indians,  or  of  some  magistrate?  The  son 
of  Wm.  Gray  swears  that  the  release,  including  all  the  signatures 
except  that  of  Enoch  Chase,  was  in  the  hand  writing  of  his  iatber, 
Wm.  Gray,  who  was  an  interpreter  of  the  St.  Regis  Indians,  and 
one  of  the  deputies  of  that  tribe  in  executing  the  treaty  of  1708. 
Enoch  Chase  was  the  keeper  of  a  tavern  at  Plattsburgh,  where  the 
Indians  were  accustomed  to  put  up. 

The  St.  Regis  Indians,  as  appears  by  the  letter  of  Capt  Spen- 
cer, of  the  14th  July,  (statetncnt  C,)  allege  that  this  release  was 
executed  during  the  war,  and  that  a  few  years  after  the  war^ 
throii^h  the  agency  of  Peter  Sailly,  of  Plattsburgh,  a  moiety  of 
the  annuity  was  restored  to  the  Caughnawagas,  with  the  express 
undi  rstanding  that  $50  of  the  moiety,  should  be  paid  to  Thomas 
Williams,  who  had  left  the  Caughnawaga  tribe  during  the  war,  at 
a  great  sacrifice,  and  joined  the  Amelricans. 

Peter  Sailly  was,  for  many  years,  an  agent  for  paying  the  nn^ 
Miities  to  the  nortkem  Indians;  and  thoae  who  knew  the  man,  need 
ao  oibec  voocher  Ihaft  his  iiigh  ehaneter  for  parity  and  uplift- 
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nest,  to  assure  them  that  his  interference  in  thta  matter,  as  tbe 
agent  of  the  State,  was  guided  by  no  other  motiTe  than  a  desire  to 
answer  the  ends  of  truth  and  justice. 

Wm.  L.  Gray,  in  his  affidavit,  annexed  to  the  release,  (B;  states 
that  one  of  the. signers  of  the  release  informed  him  at  Plattsburgh 
in  1827,  that  he  gave  the  release  ''  because  during  the  late  war  be 
could  not  come  for  the  money  himself."  The  release  however,  is 
dated  in  August,  1804,  and  war  was  not  declared  until  June,  1812. 
Another  witness  to  the  release  expresses  his  belief  that  Enoch 
Chase,  the  witness  referred  to,  died  in  1812. 

Mr.  Denniston,  the  Indian  agent,  states  that  after  the  war  ade* 
legation  from  the  Caughnawaga  tribe  visited  Albany  and  claimed 
their  share  of  the  annuity  under  the  treaty  of  1799,  and  Gov. 
Clinton  decided  that  the  annuity  must  be  paid  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  treaty.  A  few  years  after  this,  the  release  from  the 
Caughnawagas  made  its  appearance,  and  in  1829  was  acknowledg- 
ed and  recorded. 

The  release  (B)  purports  to  have  been  executed  at  Plattsburgh, 
on  the  20th  of  August,  1804,  the  very  day  on  which  the  anottity 
to  the  Seven  Nations  was  paid;  and  the  inference  would  be,  that 
the  release  in  question  was  executed  by  the  deputies  who  had  been 
delegated  by  the  Seven  Nations  of  Canada  to  receive  the  annuity. 
On  referring  to  the  receipt  for  the  annuity  of  1804,  it  is  found  to 
be  dated  on  the  same  day  that  the  release  is  dated,  (August  20,) 
hut  is  not  signed  by  either  of  the  persons  whose  names  are  affixed 
to  the  release.  The  receipt  is  signed  by  Louis  Cook,  Jacob  Gauo- 
tenty  and  Sag  Thoiennogen;  neither  of  these  names  is  appended 
to  the  release  B. 

The  memorialists  have  presented  several  documents  which  show 
that  the  British  government  exclude  the  American  Indians  from 
a  participation  in  the  presents  distributed  by  that  government;  and 
this  is  urged  as  a  reason  why  the  State  of  New- York  should  with* 
bold  the  annuity  of  1790  from  those  who  are  denominated  British 
Iindians.    Copies  of  these  documents  are  appended  and  marked  D. 

It  lihould  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  treaty  was  originally  made 
with  British  as  well  as  American  Indians,  which  treaty  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  contract  on  the  part  of  the  State  to  pay  annually  a 
certain  sum  of  money,  in  oonrideration  of  the  relinquishment  by 
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the  Seven  Nations  of  Canada  of  certain  lands  belonging  to  them. 
When  the  treaty  was  made,  the  Caughnawagas  were*  British  In- 
dians as  much  as  they  now  are;  the  State  did  not  refuse  to  treat 
with  them  and  purchase  their  lands  because  they  resided  in  Cana- 
da; and  having  made  the  treaty  with  them"^  shall  the  State  now  re^ 
fuse  to  fulfil  it  ? 

If  the  annuity  is  to  be  confiscated,  because  the  Caughnawagas  or 
some  of  them  may  have  taken  up  arms  against  the  United  States 
during  th^  late  war,  then  the  question  would  arise,  whether  the 
confiscation  should  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  State  treasury  or 
of  the  St.  Regis  tribe:  And  if  the  Caughnawagas  arc  to  be  cut  off 
because  some  of  their  warriors  aided  the  enemy,  the  some  rule 
would  deprive  the  St.  Regis  Indians  of  their  annuities,  since  some 
of  their  warriors. are  understood  to  have  joined  the  British  army 
during  the  war.  It  should  be  recollected,  however,  that  the  Caugh* 
nawaga  Indians  did  not  promise  allegiance  by  the  treaty  of  1796, 
nor  did  they  owe  allegiance  to  the  United  States  or  this  State, 
when  the  war  of  1812  was  declared. 

A  request  is  made  in  the  memorial,  that  the  annuity  of  $583.33 
may  hereafter  be  paid  only  to  such  of  the  St.  Regis  tribe  as  reside  in 
this  State  or  the  United  States.  By  the  treaty  of  1790,  it  was  agreed 
that  if  the  Seven  Nations  of  Canada  would  relinquish  their  lands 
to  the  people  of  this  State,  they  should  receive  forever  an  annuity 
of  #588.38.  After  the  Indians,  in  pursuance  of  this  agreement, 
have  relinquished  their  lands,  and  after  the  State  has  taken  posses- 
sion of  and  sold  them,  can  the  government  of  this  State  refuse  to 
fulfil  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  because  the  Indians  do  not  re- 
aide  on  the  Ametican  side  of  the  national  line  t 

The  St.  Regis  Indians  represent  that  Thomas  Williams  left  the 
Caughnawagas  during  the  war,  with  his  family,  at  a  great  sacri- 
fice. It  is  true  that  he  joined  the  American  side  during  the 
war.  and  for  doing  this  his  property  may  have  been  confiscated. 
But  it  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  treaties,  that  Thomas  Wil- 
liams, who  in  179G  was  a  Caughnawaga  chief,  in  1816,  had  be- 
come one  of  the  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the  St.  Regis  tribe,  and 
assisted  in  securing  to  the  latter  tribe  an  annuity  of  91,800,  for 
the  sale  of  lands,  reserved  in  the  treaty  with  the  Seven  Nations 
of -Canada.  By  joining  the  St  Regis  Indians,  and  aiding  in  the  sub- 
sequent sale,  for  the  solo  benefit  of  this  tribe,  of  the  lands  reserv- 
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ed  bv  the  treaty  of  1T96,  Williams  would  of  course  lose  all  bvor 
with  the  tribe  to  which  he  originally  belonged. 

The  exclusioii  of  the  Caaghoawagas  from  a  participatioD  in  the 
Aonuity  aecared  by  the  treaty  of  1796,  is  only  one  of  the  dibtnrb- 
ing  qaestions  with  which  the  St.  Regis  Indians  are  agitated.— 
There  are  two  parties  in  the  tribe;  one  denominated  the  Americu 
and  die  other  the  British  party;  and  as  they  elect  trustees  nnder 
the  authority  of  the  laws  of  this  State,  (sec  IS,  p.  SM,  S  R.  8.) 
the  British  Indians,  it  is  alleged,  join  in,  and  in  some  cases  oootroi 
these  elections. 

The  strife  in  relation  to  the  choice  of  trustees  may  have  bees 
increased  and  aggravatedi  from  the  circumstance  that  these  tnn* 
lees  have  been  in  the  habit  of  issuing  due  bills,  which  are  cireohted 
and  form  a  kind  of  paper  currency.  These  due  bills  are  made 
payable  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  August,  succeeding  the  date  there- 
of; and  are  based,  of  course,  upon  the  money  in  the  treasury,  tod 
which  is  payable  to  the  Indians  on  that  day.  One  of  these  doe 
bills  was  sent  to  the  Comptroller  in  June  last;  and  it  wu  ittted 
that  the  issue  of  the  bills  might  lead  to  frauds  upon  the  Indiani,  if 
the  practice  was  sanctioned,  and  the  bills  were  allowed  to  be  paid 
at  the  time  and  place  of  paying  the  annuities.  On  receiving  this 
information,  the  Comptroller  wrote  to  tbf  agent  for  paying  the 
annuities,  capt.  James  B.  Spencer,  requesting  him  to  inquire  iDio 
the  matter,  and  report  the  facts.  The  correspondence  on  this  sub- 
ject is  annexed  to  this  report,  and  marked  E. 

It  is  not  desirable,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Comptroller,  to  chsoge 
the  mode  of  appointing  trustees  to  the  tribe,  as  proposed  by  the 
memorialists. 

The  proposition  to  change  the  time  for  paying  the  annuities,  is  not 
accompanied  by  any  good  reason  for  the  change,  and  in  the  opinioa 
of  the  Comptroller,  cannot  be  of  any  consequence  to  the  Indians. 
The  place  of  payment  has  been  changed  from  time  to  time,  to  smt 
the  convenience  of  the  Indians;  but  the  time  of  the  year  for  pay* 
ing  the  annuities  has  been  confined  to  the  month  of  August  for 
S8  years,  without  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  Indians. 

All  the  annuities  to  the  northern  tribes  of  Indians  are  now  paid, 
by  virtue  of  chapter  227  of  the  Laws  of  1832,  at  Fort-Co vington. 
This  law  provides  that  the  annuities  due  from  the  Sute  to  the  St 
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Regit  and  Caaghnawaga  trilMs  of  Indianii,  shall  be  paid  totlienn'bjr 
an  agent  to  be  appointed  by  the  Comptroller;  which  agents  in  pat^ 
ing  the  anauitiea  to  the  St.  Regis  tribe,  shaH  divide  the  same  among 
the  heads  of  families  ander  the  direction  of  the  trmrtees  of  that 
tribe;  and  the  agent  is  required  to  taicethe  necessary  recei|its  from 
the  legal  trustees  of  the  tribes  to  whom  the  annuities  are  paid. 


The  payments  for  the  last  year  to  the  St.  Regis  tribe,  were 
snade  to  lOS  families,  comprising  336  individuals.  The  agent  paid 
to  the  trustees  of  the  St.  Regis  tribe  for  national  expenses,  the 

sum  of «  •••«  ,..^  ••«• 9yS7  63 

To  the  heads  of  families,  srt  the  rate  of  34  for  each  soul,   1,344  03 


Totol  to  St.  Regis  tribe, .  • .  •  #8, 131  33 

The  agent  paid  to  the  deputies  from  the  Caughnawaga 

tribe  (i  annuity  of  1796,) «66  67 

Making  the  totd  sum  drawn  from  the  treaamy, 32.338  83 


The  sum  of  350  was  for  several  years  paid  to  Thomas  Williams, 
by  the  agent,  Mr.  Denniston.     The  agent  states  that  when  the  Go- 
▼ernnr,  after  the  war,  decided  to  restore  one-half  of  the  annuity 
of  17M  to  the  Caughnawai^as,  he,  the  agent,  told  the  deputies  of 
the  Caughnawagas,  that  Williams  having  been  a  party  to  thetrea- 
ty,  ought  to  have  a  share  ^  the  money,  acid  accordingly  $30  per 
year  was  paid  to  him.    it  is  evident  from  the  fsc^s  given  in  the 
preceding  part  of  this  report,  that  Thomas  WiNiams,  by  joining  the 
St.  Regis  tribe,  and  diaring  the  lands  which  were  reserved  to  the 
SMe  of  that  tribe,  ^lUy  indeaiaified  himself  for  all  the  sacrifices  con- 
sequent u[>on  his  abandonment  of  the  Caughnawaga  tribe ;   and 
therefore,  that  he  has  no  daim  in  equity  or  by  treaty  stipulation, 
to  •ftO  annually  out  of  the  annuity  paid  to  the  Caughnawaga  tribe. 

AD  which  IS  respectfully  aubmitted. 

A.  a  FLAGG. 


[Asaem.  No.  318.] 


DOCUMENTS 


{A.) 


Copy  of  a  treaty  held  at  the  city  of  New- York  with 
the  tribea  of  Indians  denominating  themselves  the 
Se%'eii  Nations  of  Canada. 

At  a  treaty  held  at  the  city  of  New-Yoi*  with  the  f»¥i(%n«  or 
tribes  of  Indians  denominating  themselves  the  8cven  Nations  of 
Canada,  Abraham  O^den,  C-ommissioner,  appointed  under  ttie  au* 
thofity  of  the  United  States  to  hold  the  treaty;  Ohnawtdo,  alias 
Good   Stream,   Teharagwanegen,   aiias   Thomas   Williams,  two  . 
Chiefs  of  the  Caghnawagas;  Atiatoharongwan,  alias  Cof(mel  Lewis 
Cook,  a  Chief  of  the  St.  Regis  Indians,  and  Wiitiam  Gray,  depu» 
ties,  authorized  to  represent  these  seven  nations  or  tribes  of  In* 
dians  at  the  treaty,  and  Mr.  Gray  serving  hIso  as  interpreter;  Eg^ 
bert  Benson,  Richard  Vorick  and  James  Watson,  agents  for  the 
State  of  New- York;  William  Constable  and  Daniel  McCormirk^ 
purchasers  under  Alexander  Macomb;   the  agents  for  the  State 
having,  in  the  piescnce  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  Commis* 
sioncr,  proposed  to  the  deputies  for  tjie  Indians,  the  ccHnpetrsation 
hereinafter  mentioned  for  the  extinguishment  of  their  claim  to  all 
lands  within  the  State,  and  the  said  deputies  being  willing  to  ac* 
«ept  the  same:  It  is  thereupon  granted,  agreed  and  concluded,  be* 
tween  the  said  deputies  and  the  said  ageats  as  follows:  The  siiid 
deputies  do,  for  and  in  the  name  of  the  said  Seven  Nations  or  tribes 
of  Indians,  cede,  release,  and  quit  claim,  to  the  people  of  the  State 
of  New- York,  forever,  all  the  claim,  right  or  title- of  them,  the 
anid  Seven  Nations  or  tribes  of  Indians,  to  lands  within  the  said    « 
State;  provided,  nevertheless,    that  the  tract  eqtial  to  six  miles 
aquare,  reserved  in  the  sale  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Lanif-Office  of  the  said  State  to  Alexander  Macomb,  to  be  applied 
to  th^  use  of  the  Indians  of  the  village  of  St.  Regis,  shall  still  re* 
main  so  reserved.    The  said  agents  do,  for  and  in  the  name  of  the 
people  of  the  State  of  New- York,  grant  to  the  said  Seven  Nations    ^ 
or  tribes  of  Indians,  that  the  people  of  the  State  of  New- York 
shall  pay  to  them,  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Chazy  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  on  the  third  Mcmday  in  August  next,  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  thirty-three  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight 
pence,  and  the  further  sum' of  two  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds 
six  shillings  and  eight  pence,  lawful  money  of  the  said  Stale;  and 
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0n  the  fhird  MoMtny  m  AiigMl  ytwrtwr  tf^terer  tberiealher,   tho^ 
Kk«  sum  or  iwo  hundred  snd  tliirte«ii  pciuada  srx  sbilUnga  and  eight 

K^iice^  Provided^  n«¥evthelcst,  ihat  the  people  of  the  8ta«e  of 
ew-Yorb  tholl  not  be  beM  to  pay  Ihe  said  samSf.  anless  in  peapec€ 
to  the  fwo  sums  to  be  paid  on  the  third  Monday  in  Augnei  next, 
at  least  twentVt  antfin  jespect  t<y  the  said  yearly  sua»  to  be  paid 
ttiereaCler,  at  least  five  of  the  principal  men  of  the  said  Seven  Na> 
titans'  or  tribes  of  Indians  shall  attend  as  deputicsy  to  receive  and 
to  give  receipts  for  flie  samer  The  said  depatiea  having  suggested 
Aat  the  Indiana  of  the  village  of  St.  Regis  have  baiU  a  mill  on 
Salm«>n  river  and  another  oo^.Grass-.river,  and  that  the  meadows 
on  Gkass  river  arc  necessary  tt>  them  for  bay;  in  order^  thereibre^ 
lo  secure  t4Tthc  Indians  of  the  said  village  the  use  of  the  said  milk 
and  meadows,  in  case  they  should  here>iiter  appear  not  to  be  includ* 
ed  virithin- the  above  iractso  to  rcmam  reserved:  It  i»»  therefore^  at* 
so  agreed  and  concluded  between  the  said  deputies,  the  said  agents^ 
and  the  said  William  Constabte  and  Daniel  McCormick,  for  them- 
selves and  their  associates,  porchaser^  under  the  said  Alexander 
Macomb  of  the  adjacent  lands,  Ibat  there  shall  be  reserved,  to  be 
applied  \o  the  use  of  the  Indians  of  the  said  village  of  St.  Regis^ 
in  Ii4e  manner  aa  the  said  tract  is  to  remain  reserved^  a  tract  of 
ene  nule  square  at  each  of  the  said,  mills,  and  the  meadows  on  both 
sides  of  the  said  Ck-ass  river  from  the  said  mill  thereon  to  its  con- 
fluence with  the  river  St*  Lawrence:.  In  testimo.iy  whereof,  the 
said  commissioner,  the  said  deputies^  the  said  agents^  and  the  said 
WUIiam  Constable  and  Daniel  McCormi<-kr  have  hereunto,  and  to 
two  other  acts  of  the  same  tenor  and  date,  oae  to  remain  w'Mi  tlie 
United  States,  another  to  remain  with  the  State  of  New- York, 
and  another  to  remain  with  the  said  Seven  Nations  or  tribes  of 
Indians,  set  their  hnnda  and  seals  in  the  city  of  New-York^  the 
thirty-first  day  of  May,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  the  independence 
of  the  United  Slates,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six* 
Abr'm  Ogden,  (L.  S.)  Ohnaweio,  alias  his  X  mark.  Good  Stream, 

iLf  S.)  Otiatoharongwan,  his  X  mark  alias  Colonel  Lewis  Cook* 
L.  S.)  William  Gray,  (L.  S.)  Teharagwanegen,  alias  his  X  mark, 
Thomas  Williams,  (L.  S.)  Egb't  Benson,  {L.  S.)  Rich'd  Varick^ 
(L,  SO  James  Watson,  (L.  S.)  Wm.  Constable,  (L.  S.)  Daniel 
McCormick,  (L.  S*)  Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence 
of  Samuel  Jones,  Recorder  of  the  city  of  New-York,  John  Tay- 
Icr,  Recorder  of  the  city  of  Albany,  Jos.  Ogden  Hoffinao,  Attor- 
ney-General of  the  State  of  New- York.  Be  it  remembered,  that 
on  the  thirtieth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord  one  tbouaand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  personally  appeared  beiore  me, 
John  Sloss  Hobart,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  ju- 
dicature in  and  for  the  State  of  New- York,  Josiah  O^deu  Hoff* 
man,  one  of  the  subscribing  witnesses  to  the  within  treaty  or  in- 
strument of  writing,  who  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say, 
that  he  saw  the  several  parties  to  the  said  treaty  or  instrument  of 
writing,  and  whose  names  or  marks  are  signed  or  made  thereto^ 
seal  and  deliver  the  same  as  their  and  each  of  their  act  and  deed 
for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein  mentioned;  and  that  he^  this  de- 
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ponent,  together  with  John  Ttylor,  Reeorder  of  the  citjr  of  AIbi* 
ny,  and  Samuel  Jones,  Recorder  of  the  city  of  New-York,  the 
other  subscribing  witnesses  thereto,  signed  their  names  as  evident 
ces  thereof.  And  there  not  appearing  any  material  erasures  or 
interlineations  in  the  same  instrument  of  writing,  I  do  allow  the 
tame  to  be  recorded.  John  Sloss  Hobart.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  foregoing  proof  is  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  authorizing  the 
Secretary  to  record  the  within  instrument  of  writing.  Nov.  20» 
1797.     Jos.  pgden  Hoffman,  Att'y-General. 

The  preceding  instrument  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  (word 
^^next"  at  25th  line,  page  180,  interlined,)  compared  therewith 
this  1st  day  of  December,  1797,  by  me, 

LEWIS  A.  SCOTT,  Secretary. 


(B.) 


Plaiishurghy  August  the  80M,  1804. 

Brothars  of  the  State  of  New- York,  this  is  to  certify  that  we, 
the  chiefs  of  the  Seven  Notions^  have  this  day  agreed,  as  one,  that 
thay  monyes  or  anuaty  formerly  paid  to  us  cniefi  of  Cahnawaga, 
St.  Regies  and  Lake  of  two  mountains,  is  hearafter,  from  the  date 
above  mentioned,  to  be  paid  to  the  St.  Regis  Indiens  only,  and 
them  to  detid  as  they  may  see  fit.  Brothers,  this  we  agree  on,  in 
witness  hearof  we  have  hcaranto  set  our  names  and  marks,  the 
year  and  day  above  mantioned,  in  pressents  of  Enoch  Chase,  William 
Uray,  thomas  (^  his  mark,)  Aweunauicon,  Petter  (his  mark,) 
Owesegowa,  Aneos  (his  mark,)  thawanegeneninas-tchanagevekon, 
Capt.  Peter  Netcolas.  State  of  New-York,  Franklin  co.  ss.,  Charles 
Clark,  of  the  town  of  Fort  Covington  and  county  aforesaid,  farmer, 
being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  William 
Gray,  deceased,  whose  qame  is  attached  as  a  subscribing  witness 
to  the  annexed  writing.  Deponent  lived  with  said  Gray  nearly 
nine  years,  is  well  acquainted  with  his  hand-writing,  and  has  no 
doubt  but  that  the  words,  '*  William  Gray,"  to  the  annexed  writing 
subjoined,  are  in  the  proper  hand-writing  of  said  William  Gray. 
Deponent  further  saith,  that  he  intermarried  with  a  sister  of  snid 
Gray,  and  that  at  or  about  the  close  of  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  the  family  received  from  a  Catholic  clergyman,  of  Que- 
beck,  a  letter,  informing  them  that  the  said  Gray  had  died  in  the 
hospital  at  that  place,  to  which  he  had  been  conveyed  as  a  prison- 
er of  war;  and  deponent  verily  believes  that  he  so  died,  as  above 
stated,  and  further  saith  not  Charles  Clark.  Sworn  this  1 5th  day 
of  June,  1820,  before  me,  Wm.'  Hogan,  first  Judge  of  Franklin 
CO.,  Counsellor,  &c.  State  of  New-York,  Franklin  co.  ss.  William 
Lewis  Gray,  of  the  St.  Regis  reservation,  in  the  county  aforesaid, 
being  duly  sworn,  maketh  oath  and  saith,  that  he  is  a  son  of  Wil* 
liam  Gray,  deceased,  whose  name  is  affixed  as  a  subscribing  wit* 
ness  to  the  annexed  writing,  that  such  signature,  as  well  as  the 
body  of  the  writing,  and  all  the  signatures,  excepting  that  of 
Enoch  Chase,  are  m  the  proper  hand-writing  of  the  said  Wil* 
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Kmm  Gray.  Deponent  fnrther  «tith«  that  at  Plaitibiii^  io  August 
of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty^aeven,  depo- 
nent law  Thomas  Owennaneuz,  whose  mark  and  name  are  aonex- 
•d  to  the  writiDg  aforesaid,  who  acknowledged^  in  answer  to  a 
question  touchinfc  the  consideration  for  which  said  writiog  was 
given,  that  he  affixed  his  mark  or  signature  ti  said  writiag,  **aMl 
gave  it  because,  duriug  the  late  war,  he  could  not  come  for  the 
money  himself;''  the  question  ab^ve  referred  to,  was  put  by  Mr. 
Saiily,  who  did  not  make  any  inquiry  which  would  tend  to  sub- 
stantiate the  truth  of  the  reply,  or  to  ascertain  that  it  had  beeo 
converted  for  the  purpose  merely  of  again  obtaining  the  money 
previously  p^id  to.  the  St.  Regis  Indians.  Deponent's  father  died, 
as  he  believes,  in  prison  at  Quebec,  where  he  was  taken  as  prisoner 
er  of  war,  sometime  during  the  war.  Wm.  L.  Gray,  sworn  this  2d 
day  of  July,  1829,  before  me,  Wm.  Hogan,  first  Judge  of  Franklinf 
counsellor,  &c.  State  of  New-York,  Franklin  co.  ss.,  Aaron  Broad- 
well,  now  of  the  town  of  Fort  Covington,  in  the  county  aforesaid, 
and  formerly  of  Plattsburgh,  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  being  du- 
ly sworn,  maketh  oath  and  saith,  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
Enoch  Chase,  whose  name  is  subscribed  as  a  witness  to  the  as- 
signment hereto  annexed,  from  the  year  1804  to  the  time  of  bis 
death;  that  his  last  settlement  of  accompts  with  said  Chase,  took 

Elace  in  the  month  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
undred  and  twelve,  and  deponent  verily  believes  that  he  died  du- 
ring the  same  year,  and  from  comparison  of  the  signature  above 
referred  to  with  the  hand-writing  of  said  Chase,  in  his  posseasioo, 
deponent  verily  believes  the  signature  Enoch  Chase,  to  the  annex* 
ed  assignment  subjoined,  to  be  in  the  proper  hand-writing  of  said 
Chase,  and  further  saith  not^  Aaron  Broadwcll.  Sworn,  this  6ih 
day  of  July,  1820,  before  me,  Wm.  Hogan,  first  Judge  of  Frank- 
lin CO.  counsellor,  &c. 

Recorded  the  1st  day  of  December,  1829,  and  agrees  with  the 
original  compared  therewith,  by 

ARCHD.  CAMPBELL,  Dep.  Sect 


(C.  ) 

Fhrt'CamngtMj  I4th  July,  1834. 
Dear  Sir — 

The  St.  Regis  Indians  called  upon  me  on  the  1 1th  inst. 
and  requested  me  to  write  to  you  on  the  subject  of  the  Five  Na- 
tion  Annuity.  They  say  that,  during  the  war,  a  release  was  exc- 
ecuted  by  the  Caughnawagas  to  them,  as  they  think  and  be* 
lieve,  for  a  valid  consideration.  Some  few  years  after  the  war. 
through  the  agency  and  interference  of  Peter  Saiily,  Esq.  of 
Plattsburgh,  that  moiety  of  the  annuity  was  restored  to  them 
with  an  express  understanding,  that  850  annually  of  that  moiety, 
should  be  paid  to  Thomas  Williams,  who  had  left  that  tril* 
with  his  family,  during  the  war,  at  a  great  sacrifice,  and  join- 
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ed  the  Americana.  IVUliams  has  been  paid,*  without  objeetioo^ 
until  last  year,  when  the  Caughnawagas  entered  a  protest,  and  be 
was  not  paid.  Of  the  above  facts,  they  refer  you  to  Col.  Deniston, 
the  former  Indian  apent.  The  8t.  Regis  Indians  consider  it  a  hard 
case,  inasmuch  as,  before  the  war,  they  were  allowed  to  hold  in 
common  with  their  brethren  in  Canada,  ail  the  Indian  lands,  and 
also  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits,  which  were  at  that  time,  (and 
also,  more  so  now,)  of  great  value.  Since  the  war,  they  say  thai 
the  British  government  has  refused  to  them  the  privilege  of  even 
the  occupation  of  the  islands  in  the  St.  Lawrencd  river,  in  com- 
mon with  their  brethren  in  Canada;  that  their  brethren,  the 
Caughnawagas,  have  not  dealt  and  do  not  deal  in  good  faith  with 
them.  They  request  your  interference  in  their,  interests,  as  they 
are  ignorant  of  (heir  rights  and  their  duties. 

Allow  'me  to  solicit  your  attention  to  their  complaints.  I  refer 
you  to  my  returns  of  last  year,  in  which  you  will  find  the  remon-^ 
strance  of  the  Caughnawajiras,  to  paying  the  8|50  to  Williams,  with 
my  reasons  for  not  paying  it.  ^hey  promised  me  that  they 
would  pay  it  themselves  to  him,  as  he  was  at  that  time  in  Caugh- 
nawaga;  but  they  did  not  do  it.  Will  you  give  me  y/>ur  instruc- 
tioiM  on  this  subject,  previous  to  the  payment  1 

Yours,  with  great  consideration, 

JAMES  B.  SPENCER, 

Indian  Jlgent 

A.  C.  Flaoct,  Comptroller^  Albany. 

Comptrollbb's  Ofpick,  ) 
Mbany,  July  28,  1884.      ( 
Dear  Sib — 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  14th,  in  which  you 
state  that  the  St.  Regis  Indians  complain  that  they  are  not  allow- 
ed a  share  of  the  rents  of  land,  %uc.  on  the  Canada  side,  and  com- 
plaining  of  the  manner  in  which  the  annuity  has  been  paid. 

The  treaty  of  1708  was  made  with  the  ^^  Seven  Nations  of  Cana* 
da,''  represented  by  deputies,  of  whom  Thomas  Wiliiama  waa 
preaent  on  the  part  of  the  Caughnawagas,  and  Col*  Lewis  Cook  on 
Dehalf  of  the  St  Regis  tribe.  By  this  treaty,  an  annuity  of  #538  • 
88,  is  paid  annually^  to  at  least  nve  chiefs,  who  are  to  attend  and 
give  receipts.  By  the  treaty  of  1818«  three  chieft  are  authorixed 
to  receive  the  second  annuity  of  #1^800.  This  treaty  is  with  thei 
St.  Regis  Indians. 

The  third  annuity,  being  8200,  is  paid  cmder  the  treaty  mad« 
with  the  St  Regis  Indians,  in  February,  1816. 

The  fourth  annuity,  being  800^  is  made  payable  by  the  treaty 
of  1824,  to  the  trustees  of  the  Indians. 

The  fifth  annuity  is  paid  under  a  treaty  also  of  1824,  and  an  ael 
of  1828,  authorising  the  payment  to  the  St.  Regis  Indians,  of  •806« 
All  these  added,  make  tne  total  sum  in  your  hands,  of  $2,888.88. 

There  is  recorded  upon  the  book  of  treaties,  a  stipulation,  signed 
by  Capt  Peter  Nichols,  and  others,  agreeing  tfiat  the  annuity  be* 
longing  to  the  Canghnawagaa,  St  Itegii,  and  Laker  of  the  Two 
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Motnitain  tribes,  thoold  thereafter  be  paid  to  the  St.  Regis  lodi- 
ans  only,  and  they  to  divide  it  as  they  mav  see  fit. 

This  seems  to  have  been  done  on  no  other  consideration,  than 
that  the  Indians  in  Canada  could  not  receive  the  annuity  daring 
the  war.    I  find  no  stipulation  to  pay  Williams  950. 

The  diflSsrences  which  have  arisen  among  the  Indians  will  not 
•xonerate  the  State  from  paying  the  annuities,  according  to  the 
stipulations  in  the  treaties. 

With  much  respect. 

Your  obediant  servant, 

A.  a  FLAGG. 
Cspt  J.  B.  SrsNCBKt  Fffrt-'Qnmgton. 

CoMPTKOLLBa's  OPFICB.     ) 

Ji&any,  Jufy  25,  18M.  \ 
Dbae  Stat- 
in relation  to  the  '^  bills  of  credit,"  which  have  been 
emitted  by  the  trustees  of  the  St*  Regis  Indians,  I  will  only  say, 
that  in  my  judgment,  vour  true  course  is  to  pay  the  money  to  each 
person  or  family  entitled  to  it,  excluding  all  persons  from  the  room 
except  the  Indians  who  are  entitled  to  the  annuity.  Each  Indian 
will  then  receive  from  the  State,  in  specie,  the  amount  doe  him, 
•nd  those  who  have  claims  against  any  of  them,  may  settle  their 
aflfairs  among  themselves. 

Truly  yours, 

A.  C.  FLAGG. 
J.  B^  Spbncbb,  Ibri^ComngUm. 

Fort^Covingtonj  ttk  Jiugusif  1894. 
Dbab  Sia : 

Yesterday  I  met  the  Indians  at  Hogansburgh,  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  them  their  annuities.  The  trustees  of  the  St 
Kegis  tribe,  accompanied  by  three  deputies  from  the  Caughnawaga 
tribe,  bearing  the  original  treaty  or  the  people  of  the  State  of 
New-York  with  the  Seven  Nations  of  Canada  Indians,  as  the  evi* 
dence  of  their  oflice,  were  in  attendance;  also,  Solomon  Cbesley, 
esq.,  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Indian  agent.  He  was  accompanied 
by  his  friends,  the  Cornwall  merchants,  with  their  joint  fund  doe 
bills,  which  they  expected  me  to  pay  out  of  the  annuities.  I  in- 
formed them  of  the  course  I  should  take,  which  disconcerted 


expectations.  The  next  move  was  to  have  me  audit  them  as 
tional  expenses.  This  I  refused  to  do,  as  it  would  defeat  the  act 
of  the  Legislature,  passed  April  24th,  1833,  which  I  knew  to  be 
passed  for  the  express  benefit  of  the  common  people  of  the  tribe, 
who  had  theretofore  been  cheated  by  the  knowing  and  dishonest 
ones,  out  of  their  fair  proportion  of  their  annuities.  Having  ar- 
ranged what  I  considered  fair  national  expenses,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  trustees  of  the  St.  Regis  Indians,  and  found  the  amount 
to  be  distributed  to  the  families,  I  informed  them  that  as  the  Osugfc- 
nawaga  deputies  were  anxious  to  finish  their  business,  I  would  pay 
them  first;  that  the  money  was  on  the  table  in  a  bag,  oouatMi,  and 


rtadv  to  be  delirered  to  them,  is  soon  mb  they  shodd  sign  tho  no* 
cetsary  receipt.  The  trustees  of  the  St  Regis  tribe  refused  to 
exeooie  the  receipt,  uotii  I  had  delivered  over  the  wfaoie  of  the 
annuity.  This  I  refnsed  to  do,  because  I  considered  the  St.  Regis 
moiety  should  be  distributed  to  the  people  with  their  other  annui« 
ties,  to  which  they  have  never  before  objected.  I  also  have  good 
reason  to  believe  that  they  intended  to  keep  the  whole  #533.83, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  Caugfanawagas;  for  they  entered  their  pro- 
test at  the  time,  to  the  rightful  claim  of  the  Caughnawagas,  and 
alleged  that  the  Caughnawagas  had  stolen  from  them  the  original 
treaty,  and  were  wrongfully  drawing  a  part  of  the  annuity.  They 
dearly  manifested  to  me  a  set^ed  determination  not  only  to  pos- 
sess themselves  of  the  whole  of  the  annuity  due  to  the  Seven  Na* 
tions»  but  also  of  the  whole  of  the  annuities  due  to  their  own  tribe; 
and,  no  doubt,  believed  that  by  refusing  to  execute  the  receipts, 
they  could  compel  me  to  pay  it  over  to  them^.  Before,  when  I 
have  paid  them,  they  never  refused  to- sign  the  receipts  before  the 
delivery  of  the  money;  and  have,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  be- 
haved exceedingly  well  when  they  have  been  paid.  I  solicited  the 
chiefs  frequently  to  sign  the  receipts,  and  to  receive  th^ir  money^ 
which,  they  were  informed,  was  all  on  the  table,  in  bags,  ready 
to  be  delivered  them.  They  pertinaciously  refused.  I  then  left 
them,  and  secured  the  people^s  money  in  a  strong  box;  put  it  into 
my  wagon,  and  brought  it  to  my  own  dwelling,  where  it  remains, 
subject  to  your  order,  unless  the  Indians  are  willing  to  receive  it 
according  to  the  act  of  1832. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  ob't  humUe  servant, 

JAMES  B.  SPENCER, 
Jigeni  to  pay  the  Indian  mnnuUUs. 
A.  C.  FbAoo,  Comptroller* 


(D.  ) 

SackeU's  Barbor,  17/*  Ocl.,  1S18. 

Rev.  E.    WiLLIAHS, — 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  send  you' a  copy  of  an  offi* 
cial  paper,  issued  by  Sir  John  Johnson  last  summer,  in  relation  to 
the  St.  Regis  Indians — it  is  as  follows: 

*^  The  Indians  of  the  village  of  St.  Regis,  having  separated  at  the 
commencement  of  the  late  war,  one  party  retiring  over  to  ihe  re- 
servation, made  for  their  use  or  residence;  the  other  party  remain- 
ing in  the  village,  under  a  promise  of  neutrality,  but  partially  ob- 
served, assuminff  to  themselves  the  right  of  appropriating  to  their 
own  use,  not  only  the  annual  rent  paid  by  the  American  govern* 
ment  as  an  acknowledgment  for  their  hunting  grounds  surrendered 
to  them,  but  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  vacant  lands  and  meadows 
left  for  their  and  the  public  use  within  the  limits  of  Lower  Cana- 
da: I  do  therefore  recommend  to  the  inhabitants,  settled  on  the  re- 
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•erre,  to  pay  no  rent  to  any  othert  bot  those  Indians  who  joined 
His  Majesty's  forces  and  contioued  faithful  to  his  aervicre  tolfae 
end  of  the  war;  and  who  only  are  entitled  to  the  rents  and  bene- 
fits  of  the  reserves  on  each  side  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  within 
Hia  Majesty's  territory. 
^*  Given  under  my  hand  at  Cornwall,  the  4th  Angost,  IS18. 

("  Signed,)      • 

JOHN  JOHNSON,  T.  G.  ^  T.  G.  I.  Ji:' 


I  hope  Tonr  father.  Captains  Peter  and  Jacob,  will  adopt 

decisive  measares  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  friendly  la- 
dians  whose  interest  they  represent,  to  counteract  the  hostile 
views  of  the  Canadian  ChiefsL  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  Bii» 
tbh  (Sovemment  aided  them  in  the  dishonest  ooone  which  they 
have  thoogbt  proper  lo  pursoe. 

I  intended  to  have  written*  to  (Governor  CKnton  open  this  ssIh 
ject,  bat  yoor  friendly  interference  renders  any  agency  of  mine 
nnnecessaryr- 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yoar's,  very  respectfully, 

(Signed,)  SAMUEI.  HAWKINS. 

Si.  Regis,  28M  Jnauay,  188ft. 
Rbv.  Sia«~ 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  containing  the  following  inquiries,  with  a  request  that  (if 
compatible  with  my  ii  struction  as  an  officer  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment under  His  Britiunic  Majesty,)  to  give  answers  thereto;  and 
in  reply,  am  happy  to  acquaint  you  that  having,  in  anticipation  of 
S0f;h  inquiries  as  are  n&w  madt^  received  from  Head  Quarters  in- 
struc1i«»ns  to  enter  fully  on  the  subject,  so  soon  as  overtures  shoald 
be  made  by  any  person  authorized  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  New- 
York;  and  accordingly  I  shall  proceed  to  give  such  answers  to 
your  several  queries,  as  my  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  will 
justify. 

'*  1st.  What  may  be  the  strength  or  number  of  souls  of  those 
who  are  styled  British  Indians  in  the  village  of  St  Regis  f 

Answer.  Three  hundred  and  forty-four  souls. 

**  Sd.  Do  they  jret  receive  annual  presents  from  the  British  Go- 
vernment, and  rents  from  tiae  inhabitants  residing  upon  their  lands 
in  the  Provinces  f ' 

Answer.  They  do. 

**  8d*  What  is  probably  the  amount  of  the  presents  and  rents 
annually  so  received  and  paid  to  each  individual  t" 

Answer*  About  tM. 

^*  4th.  How  many  acres  are  there  in  the  tract  which  is  reaerv* 
ed  for  their  use  in  the  province  T" 

Answer.  In  the  asgregate  of  the  difierent  tracts,  in  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada,  including  the  islands,  the  number  of  acres  is  not 
far  from  forty-eight  thousand. 

*'  6th.  Time  who  are  styled  the  AfSksrican  pwrty,  do  they  re- 
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ceive  a  share  in  the  presents  and  rente  with  the  British  parly  ?  IT 
not,  how  long  sinoe  this  was  withdrawn  from  them  1" 

•Amwer.  Those  styted  the  American  Indians  do  not  participate 
in  the  annual  presents  given  by  the  British  Governmeati  nor  in  the 
rents  arising  from  their  conceded  lands.  But  both  parties  enjoy, 
in  common,  so  nrach  of  the  reserved  4ands,  as  any  in<Kviduai  may 
choose  to  cultivate.  Up  to  1812,  all  shared  alike  in  both  particu- 
tars,  buC  not  since  that  period. 

*'6th.  Are  the  American  party  considered  by  the  British  Go* 
vernment  as  having  the  same  right  to  the  lands  in  Canada  with  the 
British  p  rty  f ' 

Jbuwer.  Undoubtedly  not;  and  if  they  ^the  American  Indians,) 
iiave  been  allowed  to  remain  so  long  in  ihe  use  and  enjoyment  of 
their  plaiKations  on  the  islands,  &c.,  in  Canada,  it  was  chiefly  ow* 
tng  to  an  understanding  of  reciprocity  among  themselves,  and  not, 
in  my  opinien,  because  the  Government  recognize  their  right  to  do 
«o. 

'*  You  are  aware,  sir,  that  a  portion  of  the  American  party  have 
settled  on  their  lands  in  the  State  of  New- York,  and  it'woolJ  a|>« 
pear  that  others  of  that  parly  ara  calrutating  before  long  to  leave 
their  village,  and  unite  themsdvcd  with  their  friends,  who  are  al- 
ready in  the  State.  May  I  ask  whether  Kuch  a  ra(»ve,  on  the 
part  of  those  Indians,  would  not  be  against  the  wishes  or  policy  of 
the  British  Government  in  the  Canadasf 

With  respect  to  the  first  paragraph  of  this  proposition,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  that  any  of  the  St.  Regis  Indians  reside  on  their 
lanos  in  the  State  of  New-York;  nor  am  I  certain  that  they  own 
«ny  land  in  that  State.  But  I  am  aware  that  several  families  of 
them  have  their  residence  on  the  American  side  of  the  boundary 
line;  and  I  am  also  aware,  that  there  ore  others  of  them  who  have 
recently  expressed  a  determination  to  join  them.  With  respect 
to  the  views  of  the  Provincial  Government  in  Canada,  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  am  authorized  to  say  that  no  opposition  should  be  made  to 
auch  an  arrangement;  btit  on  the  contrary;  that  everv  countenance 
and  facility,  consistent  with  the  relative  situation  of  both  parties, 
would  be  aflforded  to  effect  a  separation. 

I  am^  with  consideration. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  Y.  CHESLEY, 
Mesideni  Indian  DepartnunL 

QuebeCy  ZOtk  May^  188K 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  His  Excellency,  the  Gove* 
nor  in  Chief,  the  petition  of  the  Iroquois  Chiefs  of  St.  Regis,  which 
you  enclosed  to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  4th  ultimo;  and  I  am 
commanded  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  petitioners, 
that  when  His  Excellency  looks  back  into  ihe  history  of  past 
events,  he  does  not  find  any  thing  there  recorded  which  sliould  in- 
cline him,  as  the  representative  of  their  Father  beyond  the  Great 
Lake,  to  confer  upon  the  Neutral  Indians  any  marks  of  favor  which 


tliey  hwfe  not  hitherto  enjnyed  under  the  fotterhig  am  of  Hb 
Majesty's  Government.  Others  there  are,  no  doubt,  who  reeetre 
presents^  omt  other  pcnsliar  marks  of  favor;  hut  these  mre  men 
who  have  fought  and  bled  by  oar  side,  when  engaged  in  the  de-^ 
fence  of  the  c^nintry. 

In  obedience  tp<  the  abow  mentioned  ilecisioa,  the  statistical  ac- 
count of  the  Loyal  British  Indians,  to  die  81st  December,  I8S0, 
should  be  prepared  upon  the  same  prindple  as  that  for  the  vear 
1889. 

I  have  the  honor  te  be,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  serv't, 

D.  F.  NAPIER,  S*  L  A. 
8.  Y.  CRseLsv,  Emq, 
JIgent  tB  ike  Iroqunis  af  SL  Megit^ 

I  do  hereby  certify,  that  I  have  compared  the  foregoing  with 
the  original  thereof,  whfch  I  have  satisfactory  proof  to  be  official, 
and  iu  the  hand  writing  of  OoL  papier,  as  I  believe;  and  that  the 
above  is  an  accorate  copy  of  said  document. 

WILLIAM  HOGAN, 
First  Judge  Franklin  Co.  C.  C 
Hoganzburgh^  Franklin  Ca.^  Btk  January^  1835. 


(E.  ) 

Albany,  July  9,  1834. 
Dear  Sir — 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  25th  June;  and,  in  due  time, 
will  dcposite  the  money  and  give  you  notice.  I  have  been  informed 
that  the  Trustees  of  the  Indians  are  in  the  habit  of  issuing  doe  bills, 
promising  to  pay  one  dollar  out  of  the  joint  funds  of  the  tribe  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  August*  This  must  be  a  contrivance  of  specu- 
lators, who,  through  such  means,  may  defraud  the  Indians:  And 
I  should  be  glad  to  have  this  matter  inquired  into,  and  the  facts  re- 
ported to  me  before  the  annuity  is  paid.  I  wish  you  wou(d  advise 
with  Judge  Hognn,  and  make  such  inquiries  as  can  be  made,  and 
re|M»rt  to  me.  The  Slate  pays  the  annuity  in  hard  money;  and  I 
wish  to  prevent  the  interce|>tiiin  of  this  money  before  it  reaches 
the  hanus  of  its  rightful  owners. 

Truly  yours, 

A.  C.  FLAG6. 
Jas.  B.  Spencer.  Esq. 
Ft.  Cooington^  PrankKn  Cs. 

Fort  Covington^  IStk  Julyy  1834. 
Dear  Sir-^ 

Your  letter  of  the  0th  inst.,  has  been  received,  and  agreeable 
to  your  request,  I  visited  Judge  Hogan;  also,  the  Indians  at  their 
village,  yesterday,  on  the  subject  of  your  inquiries.  Enclosed  arc 
copies  of  Indian  due  bills:   No«  1  is  a  copy  of  the  due  bills  to 


which  you  refer  in  your  commuDiortbn.  No.  8  is  the  kind  of  due 
bills  which  they  have  had  in  practice  for  some  years  anterior  to 
my  receiving  the  agency  to  pay  the  annuities.  Due  hills  of  the 
denon)ination  of  No,  S,  have  always  been  presented  by  the  credit 
tors,  or  holders^  at  the  pay-table  for  payment;  and  have  been 
treated  as  evidences  of  debt  against  the  individual  whose  name  is 
endorsed  on  the  back;  and  it  has  never  been  urged  that  the  Trus* 
lees  were  holden  only  to  use  a  salutary  influence  with  the  individu* 
al  to  pay  an  honest  debt  At  the  request  of  the  Trustees, '  I  have 
assisted  them  to  arrange  all  their  national,  as  well  as  their  individu- 
•  ai  accounts,  which  has  taken  me  three  days  in  each  year.  It  has 
been  some  vexation  to  me  to  attend  to  that  part  of  their  business, 
as  I  am  from  home  on  expense. 

By  referring  to  my  returns,  you  will  observe  a  list  of  the  names 
of  the  head  of  each  familyi  with  the  sum  set  opposite  to  it  whiciv 
they  are  ei^titled  to  draw.  My  manner  of  paying,  is  to  have  the 
clerk  of  the  tribe  call  the  first  on  the  roll,  and  pay  himi,  then  to 
proceed  to  the  next,  and  so  through  the  whole  roll,  precisely  af 
they  are  returned  to  vou.  When  the  individual  is  called  and  re* 
ceives  his  pay,  then  tiie  creditor  who  holds  them,  produces  due* 
bills  No.  2,  as  evidences  of  debt  against  him.  They  have  gener* 
ally  been  paid  without  complaint*  In  no  instance  have  I  interfer- 
ed; the  trustees  decide  all  controversies.  No.  I.  is  a  printed  bill, 
as  well  as  that  of  No.  i,  and  is  the  latest  improved  emission,  drawn 
something  after  the  manner  of  some  of  the  Canada  bank  bills;  and, 
as  I  believe,  intended  especially  for  the  Canada  trade;  as  I  under* 
stand  the  Cornwall  merchants  hold  to  the  amount  of  about  91,500 
of  them.  The  whole  of  this  affair  has  grown  out  of  a  rivalship 
between  the  merchants  in  Cornwall,  and  those  on  this  side  of  the 
St.  Lawrence. 

I  cannot  go  into  the  whole  history  of  this  affair  without  being 
tedious.  Sufiice  it  for  the  present  to  say,  that  there  is  no  govern- 
ment among  men  so  simple,  but  that  there  will  be  two  parties.  It 
is  so  with  our  red  brethren  of  the  St*  Regis  Indians.  The  great 
object  of  strife  is,  which  party  shall  elect  the  trustees  of  the  na- 
tion. The  trustees  of  last  year,  as  is  alleged,  have  been  duped  by 
Canadian  artifice,  to  sanction  the  currency  of  No.  I  due  bills.  Their 
opponents  have  taken  advantage  of  this  (as  it  appears,}  unpopular 
measure,  and  have  gained  the  ascendancy.  A  new  set  of  trustees 
have  been  elected  who,  it  is  said,  will  not  sanction  the  measures  of 
the  last  administration.  I  have  been  advised  of  all  the  policy  of 
both  parties,  but  am  uncommitted  to  either  party;  but  in  all  this  (to 
them,)  great  concern,  I  cannot  see  the  least  dimcultv  that  can  op* 

K^se  my  official  duties,  both  to  the  government  of  the  State  of 
ew-York,  and  to  the  Indians. 

Respectfully, 

Your  ob't.  serv't. 

JAMES  B.  SPENCER. 
Hon.  A.  C.  FuAOo,  Comptroller. 


(No.  1.) 

For  value  received,  on  the  first  Ttietdajrof  Aoguvt,  ]83i 
ive,  the  undersigned  Trustees  of  the  St.  Regis  Indians,  promiic  to 
pay  or  bearer,  three  dollars,  out  of  the  joint  fundi  of 

the  tribe* 

{Signed,)  KANAWIENTO,  ) 

SAIONWRSI,         V  ThutetL 
TEHENAKISON, ) 
MiTORCLL  Gassault,  Clerk. 

SU.  RegU,  Sept.  9tk,  189S. 

(  No.  8.  ) 
No.  • 

Mr.  Pts.  Taylor,  St.  Regis,  Jan.  15th,  1834. 

Please  pay  the  bearer  in  goods,  (whoie  name 
is  endorsed  on  the  hark,)  dollar  ,  for  which  which  we  pro- 

mise to  pay  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  August  next. 

SO-RI-HO-WA-NE,  }     r^- r      j 

TE-KA-HON-WEN-SE-RE, }     ^'t 
TA-IORONJO-TE,  )     ^»^^'*«- 

Chrk, 


STATE  OF  NEW- YORK. 


No.  319. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  20,  1835. 


m 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

I 
* 

Of  Oliver  H.  Taylor,  an  Inspector  of  Sole  Leather  in 
p  the  city  of  New- York. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OP  THE  STATE  OP  NEW- 

YORK. 

Return  of  sole  leather  inspected  by  Oliver  H.  Taylor,  one  of 
the  inspectors  of  sole  leather  for  the  city  and  county  of  Mew- York, 
for  the  year  ending  Dec,  Slst,  1884* 

Total  No  of  sides,  187,616;  estimated  weight  per 
side,  16  pounds;  total  weight,  2,064,240  pounds; 
•stimated  value  per  pound,  16  cents;  total  value,   #809,686  00 

RECAPITULATION. 


» 


Hemlock,  good  stamp,. « 96,676 

'^         damaged  stamp, 20,000 

*^         bad   stamp, • ^       100 

Oak,  goo4  stamp, 17,000 

*'      best     '<     940 

'*      damaged  stamp, » • .  •  •  8,000 

Tout,     187,616 

Fees,  at  2  cts.  per  side,  #2,762  82 

Deduct  for  expense  of  labor,  &c.  • .       460  00 

Nett  proceeds,    #2,802  82 


OLIVER  H.  TAYLOR,  Inspector. 
[Assem.  No.  319.]  1 


STATE. OF  NEW-YORK. 


^» 


No.  320. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  23,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  James  E. 

De  Kay  and  Daniel  Fleet 

Mr.  Phillips,  from  the  telect  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  James  E.  De  Kay  and  Daniel  Fleet,  for  permission 
to  erect  a  wharf  or  pier,  upon  lands  belonging  to  them  in  the  town 
of  Oysterbay,  Queens  county* 

REPORTED: 

The  petitioners  represent,  that  they  are  desirous  to  erect  a  dock 
adjoining  their  lands  for  commercial  purposes,  and  that  such  dock 
is  much  required  for  the  establishment  of  a  direct  communication 
with  the  city  of  New- York,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  vicinity.  Accompanying  the  petition  is  a  certificate,  pur- 
porting to  be  signed  by  the  supervisor  of  said  town,  setting  forth, 
that  in  the  opinion  of  said  supervisor,  the  land  applied  for  by 
them  is  no  more  than  is  necessary  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and 
that  he  fully  believes  it  is  their  bona  fide  intention  to  appropriate 
the  same  to  the  purposes  sot  forth  in  their  petition. 

Your  committee,  believing  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ia 
reasonable,  respectfully  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  in  accordance 
with  their  wishes. 

[Aasem.  No.  820.]  1 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  d22. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  25,  1885. 


mmm 


PETITION 

Of  Peter  J«  i^era^  relative  to  the  dam  acrow  tba 
Schoharie  creeks  in  the  towa  of  Florida^ 

« 

7b  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  ^ew-tork. 

The  petitioD  of  Peter  J«  Endersy  of  tke  town  of  Florida  and  . 
county  of  MoBtgomerjr, 

That  your  petitioner  owns  and  occupies  a  vaiuable  farm  situate 
in  tho  said  town  of  Florida,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Erie  canal, 
«  few  rods  east  of  the  point  where  the  Schoharie  creek  crosses 
^aiid  £rie  canak 

That  some  time  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty^two,  the  Canal  Commissioners  of  this  State  caused  a  new 
dam  to  be  built  across  the  aforesaid  Schoharie  creek  near  where 
the  said  Erie  canal  crosses  said  creek,  for  the  use  of  said  canal. 

That  said  new  dam  was  constructed  lower  down  the  creek  and 
raised  from  twelve  to  fourteen  inches  higher  than  the  old  one, 
built  several  years  previous*  That  in  consequence  of  the  raising 
the  height  of  said  dam  as  aforesaid,  the  level  of  the  water  in  said 
creek  and  canal,  (above  said  dam,)  was  raised  several  inches;  so 
much  so  as  to  overflow  the  lands  adjacent  to  said  creek  and  canal. 

That  your  petitioner,  during  the  last  summer,  had  several  acres 
of  diflferei^^  kinds  of  grain  growing  on  lands  adjoining  said  creek 
[Assom*  No.  838.]  1 


and  cantl;  that  shortly  after  the  opening  of  the  canal  for  t&e  last 
■eaion,  the  said  ground  of  your  petitioaer  wa»  overflowed,  botb 
from  snid  creek  and  canal,  and  the  grain  growing  and  standing 
thereon  entirely  destroyed*  That  the  said  land  of  yosr  petitioner 
was  never  before  overflowed  or  in  any  manner  injured  by  reason 
of  said  creek  or  canaU  That  your  petitioner,  conceiving  bimself 
to  be  aggrieved  and  injuied  by  means  of  the  overflowing  of  his^ 
ground  from  said  creek  and  canal,  caused  and  procured  several  of 
his  neighbors^  respectabte  eitiaens  of  the  said  town  of  Florida,  to 
eiamine  and  appraise  the  damage  done  to  your  petitioner  as  above 
set  forth,  which  said  estimate  or  appraisementi  verified  by  the 
oaths  of  the  apprmisers,  is  herewith  submitted  to  your  hoaoraUe 
body* 


In  consideration  of  which  your  petitioner  would  respectfully  re* 
quest  of  your  honorable  body,  that  an  act  be  passed  authorizing 
the  Canal  Commissioners  to  cause  the-  damages  sustained  by  your 
petitioner  as  aforesaid,  to  be  appraised,  and  the  amount  of  sock 
appmisement  paid  to  your  petitidner^ 

PETER  J.  ENDES&. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  323. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  21,  1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Of  B.  Robbins,  an  Inspector  of  Beef  and  Pork  in  the 

county  of  Oneida. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW- 
YORK. 

I,  Ebenexer  Robbios,  an  inspector  of  beef  and  pork  in  the  town 
of  Western,  in  the  county  of  Oneida,  in  conformity  with  the  Sta- 
tute, do  certify  and  report,  that  the  quantity  and  quality  of  beei 
and  pork  inspected  by  me  during  the  year  ending  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  instant,  and  the  probable  value  of  the  same,  is  as 
follows,  vis: 

1 14  bbls.  meM  pork, at  918  per  bbL  tmoanti  to  •1,489L  00 

ISS  bblt.  prime  pork, 0    •  u                           1^107  qq 

m  bblt.  prime  beef, i        ''                             610  00 

61  bblt.  meM  beef,..*. .  B        **                             488  00 

9  ibbis.        <'        5         ''                                 45  00 

The  fees  for  inspecting,  being  fixed  by  law  at  15  cents  per  mr* 
rely  mnd  10  cents  per  half  barrel,  amounts  to  008.90 


All  which  is  respectftilly  submitted  by  your  ob't  senrant, 

E.  BOBBINS,  hupecior. 
VFsflsm,  January  96th,  185. 

[Assem.  No.  838.]  1 


\ 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  326. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


February  24, 1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Of  James  Lowerre,  an  Inspector  of  Beef  and  Pork 

in  the  city  of  New.York. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OP  THE  STATE  OP  NEW- 
YORK. 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  law  regulating  the  in- 
spection  and  repacking  of  beef  and  pork,  I  hereby  report,  that 
the  quantity,  qualities  and  value  of  the  beef  and  pork  inspected 
and  repacked  by  me,  from  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1884,  to  the  1st 
day  of  January,  18S5,x.are  as  follows,  viz: 

BUs.  Ferbbl.  Total  value. 

0,899  mess  pork, 914  tlSl  ,586  00 

11,624  prime  pork, 01  110,428  00 

289  dear  mess  pork, ••••  16  4,624  00 

58  cargo  pork, • 8  424  00 

1,151  thin  mess  pork, 18  14,968  00 

282  flank  pork, 12  2,784  00 

878  rumps, 9i  8,841  00 

1,558  soft  mess  pork, lli  17,917  00 

1,269     "     prime  pork, 8i  10,469  25 

40  sour  mess  pork, 10}  420  00 

126     ''    prime   pork 7}  945  00 

781  rusty  mess  pork, ••  ••  •  11  8,041  00 

872  rusty  prime  pork,....* 8  6,976  00 

44  tainted  mess  pork, 10  440  03 

69       ''      prime    '*     61  448  50 

Carried  forward,  


[Assem.  No.  826.  1 


[A 


Brought  forward,  .»•  •  • 

10  musty  mess  pork, fill  per  bbL  115  Oa 

8      ^*      prime  pork,..»*».  .»••       8i  66  00 

651  beads  and  fhouIdert> 6  8,006  00 

37  necka^ •••••»»•••••  •>•»»••••  »      0  816  00 

66  refiMer^ » 4  264  00 

586  meet  beef^ » »»      0  5,274  00 

451  prime  beef, 6  2,706  00 

»fefiiwbae^ 21  7  50 

7  half  bbls.  mess  pork, 71  52  50 

2        ^        prime  pork,*...       5  10  00 


80,187       9  0881,428  75 

iDspectioB  fiees  oa  80,187  bbb,  at  15  cts.....  04,580  56 

Cooperage,  fcc  oo     ''        <^      at  10  els 8,018  70 

Inspection  fees  en  O  haTf  bbk.  at  10  cts 00 

Cooperace  oa  O half  bbis.  allOets... 00 

87,586  05 

Expenses  incurred  fer  eeoperage,  labor,  ke.  •  4,520  00 


JAMES  LOWERRE, 


STATE  OF  NEW-YOML 


No-  327. 


m  ASSEMBLY, 


March  27,  1835< 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  die  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants  of  school  district  No.  10,  in  Rochester. 

Mr.  D*  Sibley^  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  wat  referred 
the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  school  district  No.  10,  in  the  city 
ofRochester, 

REPORTED: 

That  it  has  been  made  known  to  your  committeoy  that  a  lot  of 
ground,  containing  three-quarters  of  an  acre,  is  owned  by  the  in- 
habitants of  said  district;  that  one-quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  is 
deemed  sufficient  for  a  school  lot  for  said  district;  that  the  said 
district  are  indebted  for  a  part  of  the  purchase  money  of  the  said 
lot,  and  they  are  desirous  of  making  sale  of  two-thirds  of  their 
ground,  and  appropriating  whatever  sum  may  be  obtained  there- 
for, to  the  discharge  of  the  balance  of  the  debt  now  due  for  the  lot, 
and  for  necessary  repairs  of  the  school-house. 

The  request  of  the  petitioners  is  deemed  reasonable  by  your 
conamittee,  and  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  accordingly. 


[Assam.  No.  827.1 


STATE  OP  NEW-YORK* 


No.  328. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  20, 1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  George  P.  Hodscm^  an  Inspector  of  Sole  Leather 

in  the  county  of  Chenango, 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OP  NEW- 
YORK. 

George  P.  Hudton^  an  inspector  of  sole  leather,  reports  to  the 
hononuble  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New- York,  .that  during 
the  last  year,  ending  January  1,  1885,  he  has  inspected,  as  an  in* 
specter  of  sole  leather, 

sides  of  Ist  quality  or  best, 
884  sides  of  9d  qualty  or  good, 

sides  of  8d  quality  or  damaged, 
sides  of  4th  quality  or  bad* 

That  the  quality  inspected  was  of  the  value  of  about  918  per 
hundred  weight. 

Fee% 985.96. 

GEORGE  P.  HUDSON,  hupectar. 
Daiid  January  1,  1885. 


[Assent.  No.  836.] 


STATE  OF  NEW- YORK. 


No.  330. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  27,  1835. 


REPORTS 


Of  the  majority  and  minority  of  the  select  committee 
on  the  Governor's  message,  relative  to  the  State  Pri- 
sons. 

REPORT  OP  THE  MAJORITY, 

Mr.  Wilkinson,  from  the  majority  of  the  select  committee  of 
eighty  consisting  of  one  from  each  Senate  district,  to  whom  were 
referred  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  State 
Prisons,  and  also  the  several  petitions  in  relation  to  employing  con- 
victs in  the  mechanic  arts, 

REPORTED: 

That  they  have  had  the  several  matters  referred  to  them  under 
consideration,  and  have  given  to  them  their  attention.  A  large  num- 
ber of  petitions  have  been  presented,  in  which  it  is  represented  that 
the  operation  of  the  present  system  of  State  Prison  labor  inflicts  an 
injury  upon  the  mechanical  professions  which  is  deeply  felt.  That  a 
large  proportion  of  the  mechanics  having  families  dependent  upon 
them,  have  qo  other  means  of  support  but  in  the  pursuit  of  the  trades 
which  they  have  regularly  and  honestly  acquired.  They  urge 
that  it  is  oppressive  and  unjust  that  they  should  be  compelled  to 
put  the  results  of  their  labor  in  competition  with  those  of  convicts, 
who  by  crime  have  forfeited  their  liberty,  whose  services  are  sold 
out  to  contractors  for  such  small  sums  as  enables  them  to  under* 
sell  any  regular  mechanic,  who  has  to  pay  for  free  labor  at  regu- 

lar  prices.    It  is  represented  that  the  effect  of  the  present  system 
[Assem.  No.  880.]  1 


is  Co  dffcourage  fhe  regufar  mechanic  and-  to  render  him  msMe  to 
support  his  family,  that  convicta  may  learn  trades  and  contractors 
make  fortunes  by  their  labar.^  That  such  conseqnences  riiooid  not 
be  produced  for  the  sake  oTmokang  expertmenla  on  the  vicioiis  and 
UDdeserringr 

The  petitioners  do  not  suggest  any  mode  of  relief  but  they  car* 
aestly  pray  for  the  adoption  of  some  measures  thst  shaU  relieve 
fhcm  from  the  evils  of  which  they  complain*  This  subject  was 
before  the  last  Legishtture^  and  resuhed  in  the  passage  of  m  law 
by  wbicfa'  three  Commissioners  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  Go* 
▼ernor,  who  were  to  examine  the  prisons  and  report  to  the  present 
Legislaturer  The  report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  under 
that  law  Ymn  been  presented,  and  may  be  found  in  the  Assembly 
documents  of  this  session,  No,  135.  This  report  is  worthy  of  a 
careful  perusal  and  examinatioa*  By  some  portion  of  the  mecha* 
aicsy  and  particularly  by  those  in  the  city  of  New-York,  an  almost 
entire  change  in  our  State  Prison  system  is  asked  for,  amd  it  is 
urged  by  them  that  no  permanent  relief  can  be  had  without  sucb 
change*  It  has  been  c)ain>ed  by  some  that  the  convicts  are  too 
mildly  treated,  and  even  that  many  persons  would  be  witliag  to 
change  situations  with  them  if  it  were  not  for  the  degradation  of 
punishment*  It  is  not  long,  we  believe,  since  it  was  objected  that 
fhe  discipline  of  the  prisons  was  too  severe,  and  it  was  complained 
that  men  were  eompelled  to  draw  burthens  in  the  harness  like 
beasts.  There  has  doubtless  been  no  material  change  since  both 
these  complaint,  haVe  been  made,  and  perhaps  at  this  moment 
while  one  portion  of  society  may  regard  their  treatment  as  ap* 
preaching  to  cruelty,  another  considers  it  objectionab^  from 
ks  mildness.  Those  who  ask  an  entire  alteration  in  the  State  Pri- 
son system  seem  aware  that  they  are  recommending  important 
changes,  but  such  as  they  believe  essential  to  answer  the  great 
ends  of  punishment,  which  are  the  prevention  ef  crinne  and  the 
reformation  of  the  offender.  The  substitoes  proposed  for  the  pre* 
sent  system  are,  first,  transportation,  and  second,  solitary  confine* 
ment  without  labor.  To  the  first  there  seem  to  be  such  objections 
as  render  it  totally  unavailable.  Even  in  England  this  measure  has 
been  condemned.  It  is  necessarily  a  most  expensive  mode  of  pu* 
aishment  If  a  foreign  colony  is  to  be*'estab)ished  it  must  be  under 
the  protection  of  the  United  States  government.  A  want  of  con* 
stitatioaal  provisions  for  this  remedy  renders  it  entirely  ineompe- 
taat. 


To  the  fiub^tute  proposed  for  our  preserit  «7tftem,  m  sboit  eie^ 
^iminatioa  t^an  only  be  given*  Solitary  imprisonment  without  la* 
t)or,  is  we  believe,  liable  to  the  most  iMrioua  and  weU  founded  ob^ 
jections.  if  -continued,  it  will  generally  destroy  health,  break 
<lowR  the  mental  faculties,  and  ^oon  result  in  idiocy  or  death.  So 
far  as  we  are  informed,  the  best  experience  has  been  against  the 
measure,  and  we  do  not  believe  that  tlie  people  of  this  State  either 
<Iesire  or  would  sustain  a  resort  to  solitary  imprisonment  with* 
^ut  labor-. 

It  cannot  be  the  part  of  prudenoe  or  a  proper  regard  for  the  pub^ 
lie  good,  we  beli&ve,  that  would  adopt  such  a  mode  of  punishment; 
for  independent  of  the  dreadful  consequences  upon  the  convicts, 
ve  are  convinced  that  the  burthensome  impositions  upon  our  citi^ 
sens,  which  would  resutt  from  the  support  of  such  expensive  es- 
tablishments in  idleness,  would  soon  be  severely  felt  and  justly  com- 
plained oi.  It  would  in  our  belief,  soon  produce  strong  well-found** 
«d  complaints,  and  to  which  sound  legislators  would  be  constrained 
to  listen  and  to  relieve.  We  do  not  believe,  that  a  resort  to  soli* 
tary  imprisonment  without  labor  is,  in  any  point  of  view,  necessa* 
ry  or  advisable,  li  would  impose  a  large  annual  burthen  upon  the 
treasury  which  could  only  be  supplied  by  a  tax.  Were  there  no 
other  objection  than  this,  it  would  induce  us  to  pause  before  re* 
commending  it.  Though  we  do  not  consider  the  question  of  ex* 
pense  in  our  prisons,  as  one  of  paramount  consequence,  yet  when 
looking  to  the  whole  subject,  it  very  justly  forms  one  important 
consideration.  Especially  so,  when  we  consider  that  the  present 
system  has  sustained  the  prisons  without  burthening  the  treasury. 
Should  an  entire  change  be  produced,  it  would  doubtless  meet 
with  disapprobation  to  some  extent.  While  to  the  petitioners  this 
might  be  considered  unimportant,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  a 
very  large  majority  of  our  population  have  taken  no  part  in  the 
complaints  against  the  present  system,  and  would  probably  never 
give  to  it  much  attention,  unless  they  should  be  called  on  in  the 
i^ay  of  taxation  to  support  the  convicts  in  idleness.  We  believe 
that  the  system  of  requiring  the  convicts  to  labor  is  a  good  one, 
for  many  reasons:  it  is  the  very  counterpart  pf  the  life  that  most 
convicts  have  pursued;  many  orimes  are  to  be  attributed  to  idle* 
ness — to  an  unwillingness  to  labor;  it  is  better  for  the  health,  for 
we  think  that  ought  not  be  trifled  with.  It  compels  him  to  earn 
his  own  support,  and  thus  to  relieve  thecommunity,  (while  he  is  con* 
fined,  at  least,)  from  the  burthen  of  sustaining  the  idle  and  vicious. 
Experience  has  shown   that  idleness,   intemperance,  and  want 
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of  education,  are  fhe  most  hnportant  caaseB  of  erime.  That 
an  immensely  large  proportion  of  all  the  crimes  committed 
and  punished  in  the  country  will  be  found  to  have  been  perpetra- 
ted by  those  who  come  within  the  classes  of  idle,  intemperate  or 
uneducated,  we  do  not  doubt  A  system  then,  which  forces  the 
idle,  intemperate  and  absolutely  useless  being  to  work,  and  tnat 
too,  to  such  purpose  as  to  be  useful,  would  seem  to  commend  it* 
self  to  our  best  judgments.  Upon  the  conTict  himself,  did  no  in* 
jury  follow  from  solitary  confinen^nt,  labor  is  we  think,  better 
calculated  to  produce  a  reform  and  establish  improved  habits,  than 
idleness  and  listlessness  would  be.  If  convicts  are  compelled  to 
labor  in  their  confinement,  their  pursuits  must  be  to  a  great  extent 
mechanical;  indeed,  w&  do  not  perceive  what  branch  of  business 
could  be  pursued  in  the  prisons,  that  would  not  come  within  the 
description  of  mechanical  or  manufacturing  employments*  When  we 
have  said  this,  it  by  no  means  follows,  that  we  cannot  or  we  would 
not  aflbrd  the  relief  sought;  on  the  countrary,  the  plainest  dictates 
of  duty  and  propriety  call  upon  us  to  examine  the  purposes  to 
which  this  labor  is  applied,  and  its  effects  upon  a  large,  important 
and  intelligent  portion  of  the  population  of  ou^  State. 

Wo  believe  that  the  true  question  to  be  examined  is  not  an 
abandonment  of  our  prison  system,  but  what  change  is  necessary 
to  relieve  the  n>echanics  from  the  injurious  competition  of  prison 
labor,  and  from  the  moral  consequences  of  convict  association* 
Against  this  competition  and  these  moral  consequences  the  me- 
chanics properly  and  earnestly  ask  for  relief.  We  believe  that  ii 
is  not  right  to  employ  them  in  the  manufacture  of  articles  where 
the  effect  is  to  destroy  or  injure  the  citizen  engaged  in  the  same 
branch  of  business:  because  the  mechanic  has  a  right  to  be  pro- 
tected in  the  fair  pursuit  of  his  business:  because  it  produces  a 
dissatisfaction  on  his  part  towards  the  government:  because  it 
does,  to  the  extent  that  the  fair  business  of  the  mechanic  is  injured 
or  reduced,  so  far  throw  tho  expense  of  the  establishment  of  the 
prison  on  such  mechanics,  thus  producing  the  unequal  taxation  of 
which  they  complain.  We,  therefore,  would  attempt  to  relieve 
the  mechanics  from  these  burthens  and  embarrassments,  which 
we  think  may  be  done  without  an  abandonment  of  the  present  sys- 
tem. The  recommendations  6{  the  commissioners  are  sound,  ra- 
tional  and  capable  of  practical  operation;  and  while  they  will  re- 
lieve the  system  of  its  objectionable  features,  will  preserve  its  dis- 
cipline, will  keep  the  convicts  employed,  and  compel  them  to  sop- 
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port  themselves  by  labor.  There  has  been  presented  a  memorial 
frpm  the  Auburn  and  Syracuse  rail-road  company,  asking  that  the 
agent  of  the  prison  may  be  authorized  to  hire  to  the  company,  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  their  road,  a  certain  number  of  convicts. 
It  is  believed  by  many  they  may  be  safely  employed  upon  the  pub- 
lic works  or  upon  roads  and  canals.  This  application,  should  it 
meet  vtrith  favor,  might  enable  us  to  test  the  question^  In  some 
counties  convicts  labor  upon  the  public  streets  and  other  works^ 
and  it  is  worthy  of  consideration  whether  a  portion  of  them  may 
not  be  employed  upon  the  proposed  work,  and  while  their  services 
thereby  become  useful,  the  ends  of  punishment  may  be  answered 
by  their  being  exhibited  to  general  observation  as  culprits  deserv- 
edly suficring  for  crime.  . 

Upon  one  subject  recommended  in  the  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners, the  little  attention  that  we  have  been  able  to  give  the 
matter,  has  produced  the  most  favorable  impression.  We  refer  to 
the  manufacture  of  silk.  It  seems  to  be  a  conceded  fact,  the  re- 
sult of  experiment,  that  our  soil  and  climate  are  in  a  high  degree  fa- 
vorable to  the  culture  of  silk  of  a  superior  quality.  The  annual 
importations  of  the  various  kinds  of  silk  goods  do  not  fall  much 
short  of  ten  millions  of  dollars.  The  use  of  the  article  is  daily  ex- 
tending in  our  country,  and  of  course  the  consumption  and  importa- 
tion are  increasing.  It  is  no  vain  boast  of  the  intelligence,  inge- 
nuity and  perseverance  of  our  population  to  say  that  they  are 
equal  to  any  emergency:  that  we  can  learn  any  thing  that  is  done 
abroad,  and  that,  with  proper  inducements  and  slight  aid,  may 
hope  that  the  manufacture  of  silk  may  in  this  country  soon  reach 
as  high  a  degree  of  perfection  as  other  branches  of  manufacture, 
now  successfully  pursued.  A  few  years  ago  the  perfection  that 
we  now  see  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  in  this  country 
could  not  have  been  anticipated.  The  result  of  application  to 
most  kinds  of  business  has  shown  that  they  can  be  successfully 
prosecuted. 

The  immense  manufacture  of  silk  goods  in  England,  shows  that 
it  can  be  successfully  carried  on  where  the  raw  material  is  not  pro- 
duced. It  would  seem  to  admit  of  little  question  that  here,  where 
the  silk  can  be  grown,  thus  opening  a  new  and  profitable  agricul- 
tural employment,  that  its  manufacture  could  be  prosecuted  with 
an  ultimate  success  that  would  equal  the  most  sanguine  hopes. — 
Whether  it  will  ever  be  realized,  that  our  pauper  establishments 
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shall  be  employed  in  the  cnltare  of  the  silk,  and  our  State  Piiaoiis 
in  the  manufacture  of  it,  we  will  not  Tenture  to  predict;  but  will 
say  that  in  theory,  the  proposal  is  most  imposing. 

If  the  State  of  New- York,  in  directing  the  labor -of  its  conricts 
to  this  branch  of  business,  shall  contribute  to  give  a  new  stimulus  to 
national  ingenuity  and  enterprize,  she  will  have  lost  none  of  her 
claims  to  precedence.  Though  it  may  not  be  immediately  profita- 
ble, that  should  not  deter  us  from  going  on,  and  commencing  a 
measure,  the  ultimate  success  of  which  is  so  strongly  commended 
to  our  judgments.  Its  eflfects  will  be  salutary,  we  believe,  and 
while  the  people  of  the  State  generally  will  sustain  the  effort,  the 
mechanics  will  be  satisfied  that  we  are « disposed  to  relieve  them 
from  burdensome  competition  of  which  they  justly  complain. 

Samples  of  silk  grown  and  manufactured  in  this  country,  have 
been  exhibited  to  us,  and  we  are  assured  that  a  most  important  im- 
provement in  the  reeling  the  silk  from  the  cocoons  has  been  lately 
inventcil  by  Mr.  Gay,  who  has  a|Speared  before  the  committee,  and 
which  improvement  will  overcome  one  of  the  greatest  difliculties 
in  the  manufacture  that  has  been  experienced. 

Upon  all  the  subjects  referred  to  the  committee,  so  much  iafor- 
mation  is  furnished  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioners,  and  of  the 
reports  of  the  different  prisons  at  this  session,  that  we  do  not  feel 
at  liberty  to  enlarge  further  upon  them,  but  ask  leave  to  present  a 
bill  which  embodies  the  provisions  that  we  approve,  and  will  best 
show  how  far  the  majority  of  the  committee  recommend  a  dumge 
in  the  State  Prison  system. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  WILKINSON, 
DERICR  SIBLEY, 
CALVIN  CLARK, 
DUBOIS  BURHANS, 
CHESTER  GRISWOLD, 
ASHBEL  LOOMIS. 


REPORT  OP  THE  MINORITY. 
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The  undersigned,  being  a  minority  of  your  committee  to  whom 
was  submitted  that  portion  of  the  Governor's  Message  relating  to 
our  State  Prisons,  begs  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That,  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  regret,  he  finds  himself  nnw 
ble  to  coincide  in  opinion  with  the  other  members  of  your  com* 
mittee,  upon  the  subject  which  has  been  submitted  to  their  exa* 
mination.  But,  however  doubtful  he  may  feel  of  the  correctness 
of  bia  own  conclusions,  when  in  opposition  to  the  opinions  of  those 
for  whose  judgment  he  entertainji  so  much  respect,  considerations 
of  duty  to  his  constituents  and  to  himself  compel  him  to  appear 
alone  before  you  upon  this  occasion,  in  an  attitude  separate  and 
distinct  from  that  of  his  honorable  colleagues.  He  will,  there* 
fore,  in  the  briefest  manner  state  his  views  upon  this  subject;  con* 
sidering,  in  the  first  place,  the  objections  which  have  been  urged 
against  the  present  system  of  State  Prison  discipline;  and  second* 
ly»  the  remedial  measures  which  have  beeq  proposed. 

The  principal  arguments  and  objections  brought  against  our 
State  Prison  system  may  bo  conveniently  arranged  and  taken  no- 
tice of  in  the  following  order: 

First.  Our  penitentiary  system  does  not  furnish  sufficient  punish* 
ment  for  crime. 

Second.  The  employment  of  convicts  at  mechanical  trades  cre- 
ates a  competition  between  the  labor  of  convicts  and  the  labor  of 
honest  mechanics,  which  ia  highly  injurious,  and  in  some  instan* 
oes  ruinous  to  the  latter;  reducing  the  price  of  the  products  of 
their  labor  so  low  as  barely  to  afibrd  them  subsistence,  and  even 
compelling  them  to  resort  to  other  means  for  support;  that  it  is 
partial  in  its  operations,  and  throws  the  burthen  of  the  State  Pri* 
eons  entirely  upon  the  mechanics,  thereby  setting  at  nought  the 
principles  ot  justice  and  equality  and  infringing  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  which  guarantees  support  and  protection  equally  to 
all. 
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Third,  That  teaching  the  convicts  mechanical  trades  has  a  ten- 
dency to  degrade  the  character  of  the  mechanics  as  a  class,  and 
to  expose  them  to  the  danger  of  demoralization  from  the  contami- 
nating conduct  of  felons  who  have  been  taught  a  trade  in  our  pri- 
sons and  turned  forth  to  practise  it  side  by  side  with  the  honest 
and  industrious. 

Fourth.  That  whatever  is  injurious  to  any  essential  component 
portion  of  community,  consisting  of  members  equal  in  numbers, 
wealth  and  intelligence,  to  the  mechanical  classes,  must  be,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  indirectly  injurious  to  society  at  large. 

Much  has  been  said  upon  the  improvements  of  our  penal  code, 
and  much  have  wo  felicitated  ourselves  upon  the  comparative  per- 
fection to  which  we  have  carried  our  penitentiary  system.  It  is 
but  natural  that  we  should  feel  some  emotions  of  pleasure  and  pride 
in  reference  to  an  institution  which  our  State  has  had  the  honor  of 
originating  and  establishing;  which  has  received  the  sanction  and 
approbation  of  several  other  States;  which  has  been  partially  adopt- 
ed by  foreign  nations;  and  which  has  formed  the  subject  of  seve- 
ral commissions  of  investigation.  But  it  may  reasonably  be  asked 
whether  we  may  not  attribute  the  satisfaction  with  which  the  ma- 
jority of  our  citizens  have,  until  lately,  viewed  our  State  Prisoa 
establishments  as  much  to  ignorance  of  the  practical  operation  of 
the  system^  in  all  its  details,  as  to  a  belief  in  its  utility,  founded 
upon  observation,  and  arising  from  the  convictions  of  unprejudiced 
judgment.  Men  can  easily  blind  themselves  to  the  faults  of  any 
institution  by  constantly  harping  upon  its  merits.  They  congratu- 
late each  other  upon  its  advantages,  and  when  they  only  wish  for 
perfection  arc  too  apt  to  fancy  it  obtained.  Upon  this  principle 
only  can  we  account  for  the  popularity  which  our  State  Prisons 
have  obtained  with  a  large  portion  of  intelligent  inhabitants  of  our 
Static.  Wc  have  echoed  and  re-echoed  the  praises  of  this  insti- 
tution, until  many  of  us  have  worked  ourselves  into  the  belief  that 
nothing  will  be  found  by  the  accumulated  wisdom  and  experience 
of  centuries  to  come  to  alter  or  improve.  But  notwithstanding 
this  opinion,  so  general  and  so  deeply  seated,  the  minority  of  your 
committee  is  compelled  to  express  his  decided  conviction  that, 
leaving  out  of  consideration  the  evils  which  form  the  immediate 
ground  of  complaint  with  the  mechanic,  there  will  still  remain  a 
very  serious  objection  to  the  continuance  of  the  present  system. 


*  The  main  otjjeet  of  punithmefft  ts  unhrersatly  acknoWlecl|[eJI  td 
be  the  prevention  of  crime*    The  .plan  which  produces  this  efiedt 
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in  the  greatest  'degree,  is  -of  <:o«rse  the  noA  perfect.  If  tried  by 
this  test,  we  may  f easonaUy  aA  oursetves  whether  the  ^nelits 
flowing  from  our  penitentiary  system  arc  so  clear  «nd  decided  as 
liave  been  by  many  supposed  !  Punishment,  to  be  efiectiiel,  mutft 
ho  suflSciently  severe  to  deter  the  evil  disposed  part  of  community 
from  the  gratification  of  the  vicious  incfKnations;  and  ahhough  the 
reformation  of  the  crimfnal  is  an  important  object,  «nd  one  well 
^orth  the  attention  cf  the  philanthropist,  the  legislator,  judging 
from  past  experience,  cannot  tiut  consider  it  as  a  feeble  and  se* 
<x>ndary  means  in  the  attainment  of  bis  grand  object — the  prevent 
tion  of  Clime. 

There  is,  in  all  eemnmnities,  m  large  numlier  of  individuals 
|>erfectly  unprincipied,  wKhout  the  irtightest  sense  of  moiial  recti* 
^ude  OT  social  obligations,  who  are  oniy  to  be  restrained  from  the 
•exercise  of  their  criminal  propenrtties  by  tiie  dreiid  of  the  punitb* 
«nent  with  which  the  iaw  will  visit  their  iniquities.  Their  fears^ 
to  prove  a  perfect  check,  must  be  strongly  excited;  and  this,  in 
the  optnibn  of  the  undersigned,  is  net  done  by  the  penalty  of  con^ 
linement  for  Any  length  «f  time,  however  long,  in  our  State  Pr> 
sons.  Beside  our  viHians  whom  we  have  to  teslralin,  the  comp^ 
rmtive  mildness  of  our  punishments  is  a  strong  inducemetit  to  thai 
criminals  of  other  countries  to  make  this  the  scene  of  their  opera- 
tions.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  convicts  in  our  prisons  are 
foreigners,  and  the  stream  of  moral  pollution  constantly  rolling 
in  upon  us  from  the  demoraKxed  communities  of  the  old  world  is 
daily  increasing. 

Th6  idea  of  operating  upon  the  feelings  and  menta)  qualities  of 
criminals,  and  establishing  some  plan  of  discipline  which  shall  em* 
plsmt  and  cultivate  the  aeeds  of  virtue,  eradicate  the  weeds  of 
irice,  and  regenerate  the  decayed  principles  of  morality  in  the 
breast  of  the  convict,  is  a  very  beautiful  one  in  theory,  and  one 
mrbich  recommends  itself  very  strongly  to  the  sympathies  of  the 
humane  and  benevolent  But  in  the  words  of  the  well  known  re* 
port  upon  this  subject,  presented  io  this  House  by  the  chairman  of 
its  committee,  the  Hon,  Mr.  Humphrey:  '*  experience  has  shown 
that  the  idea  of  carrying  the  reformation  of  criminals  to  this  ex* 
tent,  is  rather  the  dream  of  the  philanthropist,  than  the  rational 
calculation  of  statesmen/* 

Assem.  No.  sao.]  t 
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It  caciBot  reasonably  be  expected,  Ihat  wilb  a  fente  of  his  de- 
graded coodiHoD;  of  present  shanie;  with  the  finger  of  suspicioQ 
aod  of  scorn  constantly  pointed  at  him,  and  the  conscioasneKof 
deserving  it/  that  any  man  nvko  has  been  subject  of  infsmoai 
punishnaeni  as  a  convicted  felon  in  a  Skate  Piison,  caa  beeeine  i 
aseful  or  valoaUe  member  of  society. 

The  truths  of  this  opinion  is  proved  by  the  most  cwraory  oher- 
Tatioo;  by  the  records  of  our  criminal  courts,  and  by  the  positive 
testimony  of  one  of  our  most  experienced  criminal  juilgev  who  de- 
clares that  there  are  not  more  than  two  out  of  an  hundred  of  well 
attested  instances  of  reform,  and  that  at  every  court  of  general 
and  special  sessions  held  in  the  cily  of  New- York,  witli  (ewexcep- 
tionSi  several  old  ofienders  are  again  tried  and  convicted. 

The  undersigned  is  not  an  advocate  for  uimecessary  or  exeessive 
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•everity,  but  he  would  humbly  suggest  the  expediency  andnecessitj 
of  so  altering  our  present  system  of  prison  discipline,  asto  prereot 
the  influx  of  foreign  criminals,  and  to  check  in  a  more  efffctaal 
manner,  those  whom  nothing  but  the  fear  of  punishment  cso  re- 
strain. The  attainment  of  this  objec^t  should  no  longer  be  obstructed 
by  the  speculations  and  experiments  of  a  visionary  philaallin'pyf 
or  the  interests  of  society  sacrificed  ai  the  suggestions  of  mistikeD 
humanity. 

,  There  can  be  no  question  that  criminal  punishment  may  be  vmI 
has  been  at  different  times  too  severe.  Penalties  disproportiooed 
to  the  offence,  defeat  the  object  for  which  they  were  inteoded. 
People  dislike  to  prosecute,  witnesses  to  testify,  or  juries  tscoo- 
vict,  and  bring  to  the  severity  of  the  punishment  which  would  fol- 
low his  conviction;  the  criminal  has  not  unfrequently  escsped  free- 
The  opposite  extreme  is,  however,  injurious  to  the  interests  aod 
well  being  of  society*  This  disposition  to  mildness  and  leoity  0tj 
perhaps  be  considered  the  mark  of  our  progress  in  refiaemeDt  ssd 
intellectual  cultivation;  but  to  quote  the  language  of  the  report t9 
which  we  have  before  alluded :  *^  It  is  a  serious  matter  of  inqoirT 
with  some  of  our  most  enlightened  citizens,  whether  the  iodolgei^ 
of  a  supposed  feeling  of  humanity  on  the  part  of  many  hss  not  de- 
generated into  a  morbid  sensibility  that  would  consult  the  ioiereit 
and  well  being  of  the  criminal  at  the  expense  of  the  comoiuoitf) 
against  whose  rights  he  has  offended." 
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Instances  have  'been  known  to  occar,  of  persona  who  have  eoin* 
tnittcd  crimes  and  courted  discovery  and  conviction  solely  that  they 
might  enjoy  the  comforts  of  «ur  State  Prisons.  A  detention  in 
our  prisons  is  hardly  dreaded  by  any  class  of  criminals,  except  as 
«n  inlArraption  to  their  professional  pursuits;  their  labor  is  not 
severe,  they  have  comfortabie  clothing  and  iood,  good  medical  at* 
tendance  when  necessary,  and  are  taught  a  good  trade.  Indeed, 
«o  comfortable  is  their  situation  when  compared  with  the  circum- 
stances of  many  an  lionest  hard  working  man,  that  the  undersigned 
tias  no  hesitation  in  expressing  his  conviction^  that  abate  the  dis* 
f^race,  and  there  are  many  honest  mechanics  who  would  be  wil- 
ling to  exchange  situations  with  the  convicts.  So  much  has  been 
said  both  in  this  House  and  out  of  it,  respecting  the  effects  of  the 
State  Prison  system  upon  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  mechanical 
^.lasses,  that  it  may  appear  a  useless  waste  of  the  time  and  patience  of 
this  honorab4e  body,  for  the  undersigned  to  make  any  remarks  upon 
the  subject.  But  notwithstanding  so  much  consideration  has  been 
bestowed  upon  this  point,  and  the  excited  state  of  public  feeling 
in  relation  to  it,  a  good  deal  of  misapprehension  still  continues  to 
be  entertained  in  the  minds  of  many,  with  respect  to  the  amount 
of  injury  it  inflicts  upon  the  mechanical  classes. 

While  the  complaints  of  the« mechanics  on  the  one  band  are  eon* 
sidered  by  many  to  be  just  and  unexaggerated,  on  the  other  there  it 
a  large  class,  who  deny  that  they  have  any  foundation  in  fact;  who 
believe  that  the  cry  of  oppression  and  distress  is  nothing  better 
than  political  **  humbug^  generated  and  kept  up  by  the  acts  of  de^ 
signing  and  ambitious  men,  whose  sole  object  is  to  ride  into  place 
and  power  by  ministering  to  the  excited  feeling  of  mechanics. 
This  last  view  of  the  matter,  to  say  nothing  of  the  compliment  it 
implies  to  the  intelligence  of  the  mechanics,  is  as  unfounded  in 
truth,  as  it  is  inimical  to  the  progress  of  justice  and  equality,  and 
to  the  operations  of  reason  and  judgment  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  are  blinded  by  it* 

The  undersigned  is  not  prepared  to  state  the  precise  amount  of 
injury  occasioned  to  the  mechanics  by  the  present  system.  He 
has  not  the  data  from  which  to  make  a  calculation  of  loss  with 
mathematical  accuracy,  neither  does  he  consider  it  at  all  necessa- 
ry. Sufficient  evidence  exists  to  prove  that  the  injury  is  serious 
and  important,  and  wliether  five  thousand  honest  mechanics,  or  on- 
ly five  hundred  are  ruined  by  the  operations  of  the  present  system^ 


ill  m  quettion  wHich,  howerev  it  liif^  alter  mxt  viewg  e(  poUcj  mmI 
espodiency,  canoot  afiect  our  views  of  justice  opoo  which  tbejr 
rely  for  relief.'  The  pciaciple  eC  equality  and  impajrtiality,  in  the 
distribution  of  the  benefiu  of  govesoment^  renders  it  inopentire 
upon  us  to  remove  the  ground  of  their  complaints,  no  matter 
whether  the  sU^rers  are  many  or  hw,  or  whether  the  loaa  be 
great  or  snaalL 


If  we  take  the  teatimony  of  the  mechanics  themsefvesi  after 
king  all  allowaoce  for  the  exaggerations  of  **  interested  witness* 
es»**  we  most  be  convinced  th#t  there  im  good  ground  for  their 
complaints  In  a  report,*  adopted  by  a  convention  of  mechanics^ 
and  which  received  the  approbation  of  mechanics  throughout  the 
State,  they  say  that  articles  maaufactured  in  the  prisons, .  are  sold 
in  almost  every  city,  town  and  village  in  the  State,  at  prices  from 
40  to  60  per  cent  below  what  the  honest  mechanic,  who  sopporta 
himself  and  famify,  can  aflford  them  for..  Their  numerous  peti* 
tions.  memorials  and  fesohitfons,  asseverate  the  same  facts;  and 
mdeed,  so  firmly  convinced  are  they  of  the  serious  nature  of  the 
evils  they  suffer,  that  the  undersigned  is  convinced,  that  oould  the 
proposal  be  made  to  them  to  support  the  prisoners  in  idleness  by 
a  tax  upon  tliemsefves,  there  are  many  would  deem  the  change 
advantageoui^  they  would  feel  that  they  merely  suboiitted  to  a 
direet  instead  of  an  iadivect  tax.. 


The  present  system^operates  injuriously  upon  the  pecuniary  in^ 
lerett  of  the  mechanics  in  two  ways* 


First.  It  would  enable  the  contractor  without  any  extraordl* 
nary  outlay  of  capital,  to  throw  into  market  the  products  of  oonvict 
labor,  at  a  price  much  below  what  can  be  afforded  by  the  regular 
mechanic,  thereby  compelling  him  to  reduce  his  prices  in  a  cor^ 
responding  manner,  to  a  rate  so  low  as  barely  to  afford  him  subsis- 
tence. Second:  By  an  extension  of  this  power  the  contractors 
can  completely  ruin  any  particular  branch  of  business.  By  em* 
ploying  a  sufficient  number  of  hands,  and  disposing  for  a  liow  of 
his  articles  at  a  sacrifice,  he  can  compel  the  mechanic  to  give  up 
his  trade  which  he  has  spent  lime  and  money  in  acquiring,  and 
thus  secure  a  pertect  monopoly  to  himself.  The  public  ia  then 
entirely  in  his  power,  prices  will  depend  upon  his  will,  and  if  aoy 
one  should  have  the  hardihood  td  attempt  a  competition  with  him, 
the  operation  can  again  be  repeaiKL 


To  this  it  if  answered  by  the  advocates  of  State  Prison  labor, 
that  if  we  consider  the  very  small  proportion  which  the  manufac* 
tares  of  our  prison  bears  to  the  whole  amount  manufactured  in 
this  and  the  neighboring  States,  we  must  be  convinced  that  the 
direct  effect  must  be  very  trifling.  They  seem  to  consider  that 
the  loss  suffered  by  the  mechanics  from  State  Prison  competitioni 
is  only  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  difference  in  the  price  of  all  the 
articles  manufactured  in  the  prisons,  and  the  prices  at  which  the 
same  could  be  furnished  by  the  regular  mechanic.  Thus,  if  the 
State  Prison  contractor  turns  into  the  market  a  certain  amount  of 
inanufacture,  which  if  there  were  no  State  Prison  labor,  would  be 
valued  at  100  dollars,  and  he  sells  the  same  for  90  dollars,  the  gene- 
ral  loss  to  the  mechanic  is  10  dollars.  But  the  absurdity  of  this 
idea  becomes  apparent,  when  we  consider  that  price  is  regulated 
by  the  relations  of  demand  and  supply.  That  when  the  supply  of 
any  article  is  just  equal  to  the  demand  for  it  at  a  certain  price,  an 
extra  quantity  throw  in  at  reduced  prices,  will  have  the  effect  to 
reduce  the  price  of  all  in  the  market*  This  is  precisely  our  case. 
The  supply  by  the  honest  industry  of  the  country  of  the  products  of 
mechanical  labor  and  skill,  is  fully  equal  to  the  demand  at  certain 
prices,  which  prices  are  no  more  than  a  fair  remuneration  to  the 
mechanic  for  his  labor. 

The  State  Prison  contractor,  however,  eomef  in  and  supplies  a 
part  of  the  demand,  the  supply  in  the  market  then  exceeds  the  de- 
mand, and  prices  would  naturally  (alt,  but  the  contractor,  as  he 
enjoys  facilities  denied  to  the  mechanic,  in  order  to  secure  an  ei- 
tensive  and  ready  sale,  is  willing  and  able  to  reduce  his  prices  still 
lower,  and  in  the  case  which  we  have  before  supposed,  the  gene- 
ral loss  would  not  be  merely  ten  dollars,  but  every  man  who  had 
a  100  dollars  worth  of  articles  of  the  kind  manufactured  in  our 
prisons,  would  lose  10  dollars,  and  the  loss  would  soon  manifest 
itself  in  the  diminishing  of  his  journeymen.  If  a  reduction  in  the 
price  of  manufactures  is  affected  by  improvements  of  skill  or  ma- 
chinery, the  mechanic  can  congratulate  himself  as  well  as  the 
consuming  classes.  He  has  an  equivalent  in  his  increased  manu- 
facturing facilities,  but  in  this  case  it  is  effected  by  the  direct  and 
arbitary  interference  of  an  institution  established  by  a  government, 
upon  whose  justice  he  has  equal  claims  with  other  citizens  for  pro- 
tection and  support 

I 

The  second  position,  that  capitalists  at  a  small  sacrifice  in  the 
outset,  can  acquire  the  complete  control  of  any  business,  and  be- 
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come  monopolists  in  the  worst  sense  of  the  term,  is  in  the  opinion 
of  the  undersigned  well  founded,  and  a  serious  objection  to  the 
present  system.  It  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  free 
trade,  that  any  person  should  have  the  power  to  possess  himself  of 
the  complete  control  of  any  particular  branch  of  business,  and  to 
drive  from  it  those  who  have  devoted  their  time  to  it,  in  acquiring 
the  necessary  degree  of  knowledge  and  skill,  and  who  looked  to  it 
as  the  means  of  obtaining  subsistence.  It  is  useless  to  say  that 
this  monopoly  never  has  nor  probably  never  will  be  carried  on  to 
this  extent.  The  opportunity  to  do  so  exists,  and  experieace 
teaches  us  the  folly  of  placing  too  much  confidence 'in  men's  sense 
of  honesty  and  decency,  when  opposed  to  the  instigations  of  co* 
pidity. 

It  is  not  however,  the  mere  amount  of  pecuniary  loss  which 
forms  with  the  mechanic  the  chief  ground  of  complaint  The  pa^ 
tral  and  unequal  bearing  of  the  system  by  which  the  mechanics 
are  made  to  support  all  the  burthen  without  any  equivalent,  is  one 
of  the  worst  features  of  the  ease.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  it  is 
contrary  to  the  principle  of  equality,  that  one  portion  of  connmoni- 
ty  should  be  taxed  solely  for  the  benefit  of  another.  If  one  set  of 
men  wish  to  have  State  Prisons  which  will  support  themselves, 
they  should  pay  for  the  privilege  it  it  interferes  with  the  interests 
of  another,  not  take  it  by  the  right  of  might— of  opposition  to  the 
very  spirit  and  genius  of  our  government. 

As  to  the  third  objection:  that  teaching  the  convicts  mechanical 
trades,  has  a  tendency  to  degrade  the  character  of  the  mechanics 
as  a  class,  and  to  expose  them  to  the  danger  of  demoralization 
from  the  contaminating  contact  of  felons,  who  have  been  taught  a 
trade  in  our  prisons.  The  undersigned  believes  it  to  be  truef  in 
point  of  fact,  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  to  furnish  a  good  and 
sufficient  ground  of  complaint  to  those  interested.  He  is  compell- 
ed to  dissent  from  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  Commissiooen 
report,  recently  made  to  this  House,  *'  that  the  idea  that  mechani- 
cal business  in  general,  is  degraded  in  public  estimation,  merely 
because  it  is  carried  on  in  the  State  Prisons,  is  in  the  abstract  ui^ 
founded  and  illusory."  The  mbral  character  of  any  particular 
trade  or  profession,  is  made  up  from  the  jsum  of  the  virtues  and 
vices  of  individuals.  If  you  make  such  trades  or  profession  the  re- 
ceptacle for  liberated  convicts;  if  you  convert  it  into  a  grand  reser- 
voir, into  which  is  to  be  directed  by  the  arbitrary  arm  of  the  h^'f 
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the  masses  of  polluted  humanity,  accummulated  by  the  effort  of 
justice,  10 to  i/vhicb  is  finally  to  be  emptied  the  united  current  of  in* 
digenous  and  exotic  crime,  it  is  evident  that  the  character  of  the 
profession  or  trade,  will  very  soon  be  reduced  to  a  level  with  that 
of  its  members.    But  it  is  urged  that  the  number  of  convicts,  who 
when  liberated,  practise  their  trade  in  the  ranks  of  the  mechanics, 
is  too  few  to  produce  much  effect.     This  assertion  may  be  to  some 
extent  true,  but  still  the  principle  is  at  work,  and  popular  opinion 
seldom  moves  in  an  exact  ratio  to  the  causes  that  operate  upon  it 
It  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  mechanics  do  at  present,  and  always 
have  occupied  a  degraded  rank  in  the  estimation  of  .their  fellow- 
men;  that  a  certain  stigma  attaches  to  them  by  reason  of  their 
employments;  that  if  we  take  a  certain  number  of  men  from  the 
two  great  classes  of  society,  let  them  be  precisely  equal  in  wealth, 
intelligence  and  moral  worth,  and  the  political  and  social  influence 
conceded  to  one  set  will  bo  much  greater  than  to  the  other.     This 
is  a  fact  which  the  roost  common  observation  is  sufficient  to  con- 
firm, and  it  arises  solely  from  the  degrading  associations  connected 
with  their  daily  pursuits;  associations  which  have  not  the  least 
foundation  in  nature,  which  aie  dependant  for  their  existence  upon 
the  arbitrary  dictum  of  the  few,  and  whieh  are  the  products  of  the 
ignorance,  selfishness,  and  pride,  which  have  in  all  ages  deformed 
the  organization  of  society.     The  mechanics  have  done  much,  and 
are  disposed  to  do  still  more,  by  cultivating  their  moral  and  intel- 
lectual character,  to  remedy  this  state  of  things;  and  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  undersigned,  it  is  unjust  to  continue  a  system,  which  by 
the  most  remote  contingency  may  be  the  effect  to  counteract  their 
good  intentions.    If  the  benefits  for  which  the  system  has  been  so 
highly  lauded  are  actually  obtained,  then  a  large  number  of  con- 
Ticts  are  yearly  turned  out  to  practise  their  trades,  side  by  side 
with  the  honest  and  industrious,  to  corrupt  by  their  influence,  and 
seduce  by  their  example  the  young  and  ignornant.    If,  however,  as 
is  made  out  by  the  calculation  in  the  Commissioners'  report,  the 
number  of  convicts  who  make  use  of  their  trades,  is  a  very  small 
proportion  of  the  whole  number  liberated,  then  where  is  the  use  of 
teaching  them  trades,  with  any  view  to  its  effects  upon  the  moral 
character. 

But  however  few  the  number  may  be  who,  when  liberated,  en- 
roll themselves  in  the  ranks  of  the  mechanics,  when  we  consider 
that  probably  not  one  in  fifty  has  been  in  the  smallest  degree  re- 
formed, we  must  acknowledge  that  the  mechanics  have  some  rea- 


10 

•on  for  their  apprehention  on  this  tobject  In  the  report  recently 
made  by  the  Committionen,  after  showing  the  proportion  of  con- 
TicU  liberated  during  the  year,  who  practise  their  trades,  to  the 
yearly  increase  of  the  mechanics,  to  be  as  55  to  5,000,  they  state 
that  in  twenty-five  years  this  would  be  tlie  proportion  to  the  whole 
body  of  the  mechanics,  and  that  **  these  proportions  are  so  smalt 
that  the  injurious  influence  upon  mechanics,  as  a  whole,  must  be 
imperceptible  in  practice,  and  only  to  be  ascertained  by  examina- 
tion." But  the  evil  is  a  progressive  one,  and  increases  out  of 
all  ratio  to  the  annual  increase  of  the  mechanics,  so  that  calcnla- 
tions  founded  upon  the  supposition  that  the  proposition  existing  at 
present  are  to  be  always  preserved,  '^  are  incorrect  and  illasoiy," 
while  it  is  conceded  by  many  that  the  mechanics  have  just  and 
abundant  cause  of  complaint  against  the  present  institution;  that 
the  employment  of  convicts  at  mechanical  labor  is  injurious  to 
their  pecuniary  interesu,  degrading  to  their  character,  and  an  in- 
fringement of  their  rights.  It  is  contended  that  the  evils  they  suf- 
fer is  more  than  ovei^lanced  by  the  good  produced  to  the  other 
classe*  of  community;  that  what  is  lost  by  the  mechanic  is  gained 
by  the  consumer  of  the  products  of  labor  at  reduced  prices.  The 
undersigned  has  already  Uken  notice  of  the  unjust  and  partial  cha- 
racter of  this  argument,  he  will  therefore  simply  inquire  whether 
it  is  true  in  point  of  fact 

Nothing  can  be  clearer,  than  that  whatever  has  a  tendency  to  in- 
jure one  portion  of  community,  must  indirectly  injure  all.  Socie- 
ty is  composed  of  classes  of  men,  bound  together  by  a  community 
of  interests.  The  relations  of  the  different  parU  are  so  close  and 
intimate,  that  a  blow  at  one  extremity  readily  propagates  its  im- 
pulse to  the  other.  This  is  true  as  a  general  rule,  although  there 
are  cases  in  which  particular  classes  of  men  may  profit  by  the 
misfortunes  and  fatten  upon  the  misery  and  wretchedness  oi  their 
fellows. 


The  number  of  mechanics  in  this  State  is  said  to  be  135,000; 
these,  although  they  are  styled  a  portion  of  the  producing  classes, 
form,  together  with  those  who  are  dependant  upon  them  for  sup- 
port, a  vast  body  of  consumers;  their  wanU  create  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  demand  for  the  articles  of  foreign  imporUtion,  for  the 
products  of  our  own  soil,*and  for  the  exercise  of  professional  akilL 
The  amount  of  their  consumption  depends  upon  the  price  of  their 
labor.    If  you  reduce  the  rate  of  wages  without  effecting  a  cor- 
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fespondiog  reductiou  ta  the  price  of  tbe  oeoessaries  and  luxuriea 
Dvhich  money  will  purchase,  you  diminish  by  90  much  the  amount 
of  their  consumptioo.  They  are  obliged  to  curtail  their  expenses, 
lo  study  economy  in  food  and  clothing,  and  to  give  up  entirely 
many  articles  which  before  had  been  with  them  in  great  and  in- 
creasing demand*  In  this  manner,  the  iojurjr  inflicted  upon  the 
mechanics  by  tbe  State  Prison  system,  is  in  tbe  end,  reflected  up- 
on the  other  members  of  society^  The  undersigned  does  not  pre- 
tend to  say  to  what  extent  this  is  the  efiect,  but  in  his  opinion,  it  is 
«uflicient  to  detract  very  materially  from  the  advantages  which 
ina.ny  fanqy  the  public  obt|un  from  this  institution. 

Various  plans  have  been  proposed  to  remedy  the  evils  of  the 
present  system,  and  the  propriety  ailCI  feasibility  of  them  have  at 
different  times  been  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  this  House.  The 
undersigned  will  in  the  flrst  place,  take  notice  of  the  one  which 
has  lately  received  the  sanction  of  the  State  Prison  Commisstooeri 
Bamely,  to  still  continue  the  employment  of  convicts  at  mechiMii^ 
oal  trades,  but  to  substitute  the  manufacture  of  those  articles  for 
which  we  are  indebted  to  foreign  nations;  in  the  words  of  the  re« 
port,  '^  The  only  resource  left,  is  to  introduce  new  kinds  of  busi* 
ness  from  foreign  countries,  and  to  teach  convicts  trades  in  those 
businesses  only/'  This  proposal,  in  addition  to  the  difiicuhy,  ex* 
pense  and  waste  of  time  attending  it,  is  in  the  opinion  of  tbe  un* 
derstgned^  hardly  entitled  to  the  credit  of  a. palliative  much  less  a 
curative  meas^jrc.  It  will  require  some  time  to  carry  it  into  ef- 
fect, when  it  may  have  a  tendency  to  afibrd  some  relief  to  the  me- 
chanics, but  it  is  merely  a  postponement  of  the  evil.  It  leaves  in 
full  force  the  first  and  third  objections  and  removes  the  second  but 
for  a  time.  The  want  of  sufiicient  punishment  would  still  exist, 
the  eflfect  upon  the  character  and  standing  of  the  mechanics  would 
continue  the  same.  While  it  would  in  some  measure  relieve  the 
trades  which  are  now  practis^d^  from  the  efiects  of  State  Prison 
competition,  our  prospective  view  of  its  operations  upon  the  ge- 
neral and  mechanical  interests  of  the  country^  must  be  still  the 


The  present  has  been  frequently  styled  the  age  of  improvement, 
and  our  country  is  the  one  in  which  the  spirit  of  the  age  has  mani- 
fested in  its  strongest  manner  its  wonderful  power.  Discoveries 
and  inventions  for  the  improvement  of  the  mechanic  arts  are  daily 
developing  their  ingenuity.    Of  our  people,  almost  every  day  some 
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sew  art  is  introduced,  some  new  branch  of  business  estaUiihed; 
and  it  cannot  be  placing  too  mncb  rcKance  upon  tiie  ene^  and  en- 
terprise of  our  countrymen  to  predict,  that  in  twenty  years, 
and  probably  ia  a  shorter  tioie,  every  article,  the  manofadore 
of  which  it'  is  proposed  to  substitote  for  those  at  which  the  eoa* 
victs  are  now  en>pIoyed,  will  be  made  in  this  country;  if  thiiii 
correct,  the  question  may  be  asked,  how  much  will  the  nediuiic 
gainf  How  mach  will  the  general  interest  of  the  country  gain,  bjr 
merely  altering  the  details  of  the  present  system,  so  as  to  shift  the 
burthen  from  one  class  of  mechanics  to  another  t  But  it  is  ts- 
swered  by  the  Commissioners,  '^  It  has  always  been  coiisder»i 
highly  desirable  for  every  State  to  have  within  itself  the  power 
of  supplying  its  own  wants,  and  should  the  suggestion  in  refereoce 
to  the  further  introduction  of  new  branches  of  business  in  the  pii- 
aon  be  adopted,  no  }ust  cause  of  complaint  can  be  made  by  per- 
sons afterwards  embarking  in  the  same  business." 

The  first  assertion  is  perfectly  correct,  but  it  by  no  means  fol- 
lows, that  this  desirable  end  is  to  be  obtained  by  the  ioterfereoce 
of  government,  or  by  converting  the  receptacles  of  felons  into  tlie 
nurseries  of  the  arts.  The  wants  of  the  country  will  be  best  sop* 
plied  by  the  natural  stimulus  of  trade,  operating  upon  and  deT^ 
loping  the  skill  and  enterprise  of  our  countrymen. 

Political  economists  are  pretty  generally  agreed  upon  the  adrss- 
tages  of  free  trade,  and  it  is  equally  injurious  to  obstruct  the  fB^ 
ther  development  of  the  resources  of  the  country,  as  it  is  to  bsm- 
per  trades  which  already  exist;  equally  impolitic  to  efict  this  end 
by  legislative  restrictions,  as  by  the  support  and  continaaaee  of  s 
great  manufacturing  monopoly. 

Every  citizen  has  a  right  to  enter  into  any  trade  he  pleases,  ^ 
commence  the  manufacture  of  any  article,  for  which  we  aie 
iK>w  indebted  to  foreign  naticms;  and  although  this  right  my  ae- 
Ter  have  been  exercised,  still  it  is  a  right  which  it  would  he  unjoit 
for  government  to  tsd^e  from  him.  He  may  be  restrained  fro* 
exercising  this  right  from  causes  operating  in  other  countriesi  bet 
if  when  those  causes  are  removed  and  he  chooses  to  exercise  it,  k 
finds  himself  restrained  by  the  acts  of  his  own  government  H^ 
has  a  just  cause  of  complaint,  unless  the  public  utility  of  those  sets 
is  very  apparent. 
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The  estaUishment  of  new  trades  m  our  prisons  is  Tirtually  de« 
priving  the  citizen  of  the  right  to  enter  into  the  manufacture  of 
those  articles  by  4.epnvi«ig  him  of  the  power;  and  whoever  should 
choose  to  exercise  his  skill  in  the  the  manufacture  of  silk  goods, 
fine  catlery,  and  numerous  other  articles,  and  should  find  himself  in- 
jured or  entirely  restrained  by  the  competition  of  prison  labor, 
would  have  cause  to  complain  of  an  infringement  of  his  rights 
without  the  great  good  resulting  to  the  public  which  alone  could 
excuse  it  The  plan  of  employiog  convicts  at  public  works  pro- 
secuted by  the*  State  is  equally  inefficacious,  as  is  justly  observed 
in  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  **  It  is  impracticable  to  any 
useful  extent;  if  employed  en  public  buildings,  or  any  other  branch 
of  mechanical  labor,  the  evil  is  in  no  respect  removed*  The  State 
works  are  as  useful  in  employing  citizen  mechanics  as  private  en- 
terprize:  the  whole  amount  of  mechanical  labor  for  the  citizen  me- 
chanics to  perform  would  not  be  increased  by  ssch  a  change,  nor 
b  it  otherwise  practicable,  as  there  are  no  State  works  of  perma« 
nent  continuance  to  be  doae.  The  Erie  canal  employs  but  few 
men,  and  those  are  scattered  through  its  whole  extent,  in  small 
parties  of  three  or  four  in  a  place,  and  the  expense  of  confining 
and  guarding  convicts  would  be  more  than  their  services  are  worth* 
The  employment  upon  all  public  works  authorized  by  the  Legisla- 
ture must  be  temporary  in  its  character,  and  any  disposition  of 
convicts  in  that  way,  if  practicable  in  a  single  instance,  would  be 
but  temporizing  with  the  subject,  and  leaving  others  to  do  what 
had  bettor  be  4o«e  at  once,  the  regulation  of  a  permanent  system.** 

But  two  plans  present  themselves  which  promise  to  afford  e& 
fectuat  and  permanent  relief^  both  attended  with  serious  objee4 
tions,  which  however  should  not  prevent  our  bestowing  upon  them 
our  attentive  consideration.  The  first,  the  establishment  of  penal 
colonies,  to  which  convicts  may  be  sent  for  punishment,  is  one 
which  recommends  itself  in  the  strongest  manner  to  the  judgment 
of  the  undersigned;  it  promises  to  do  more  for  the  interest  of  so- 
ciety and  the  convict;  and  an  unprejudiced  view  of  its  advantages, 
in  his  opinion,  wiH  finally  dictate  its  adoption. 

It  would,  in  the  first  place,  secure  to  society,  in  a  much  more 
cfiectuai  manner  than  at  present,  the  grand  end  and  aim  of  punish- 
ment, the  prevention  of  crime.  It  would  completely  and  eflectu- 
ally  remove  all  ground  for  complaint  among  the  mechanics. 


ft  woaM  oiler  a  much  greater  cbanoe  of  reformation  arooDg  the 
eonvlcts,  tho'Vtigma  of  felony  attaching  equaHjr  to  ati  wooM  not 
prove  an  insuperable  bar  to  rciomatioo.  Ifmightr  perhaps,  do 
much  tdwaris  disseminating  the  blessings  of  civilization  in  some 
benighted  portion  of  the  world.  If  established  upon  some  part  6f 
the  coast  of  Africa  it  might  prove  the  germ  of  a  great  satioiiy 
opening  to  us  new  markets  for  the  products  of  this  ooontry,  re- 
ducing the  almost  insuraioantable  barriers  of  soil  and  climate 
which  nature  invariabljr  opposes  to  the  first  encroachments  of 
eivilisatioRt  and  ultimately  afiecttng  for  good  the  destinies  of  half 
a  world.  The  remote  prospect  of  benefit  to  posterity,  or  to  foreign 
and  savage  countries,  would  be  of  no  weight,  if  urged  in  support 
of  a  bad  system;  but  when  superadded  to  other  and  more  c<^nt 
reasons  it  is  not  unworthy  of  the  attention  of  the  philuthropist. 


The  priDcipIe  objection  to  the  establishment  of  penal  colonies 
and  the  transportation  of  criminals  is»  in  the  first  place^  the  ex- 
pense^ this  would,  io  the  commencement  of  thecoloay,  be  heavy; 
but  the  objection  will  be  deprived  of  half  its  importaooe  when  we 
eome  to  compare  the  expense  with  the  bonefii  expected  to  flow 
from  it*  No  great  plan  of  public  improvement  can  be  carried  in- 
to ettect  wilboQi  more  or  less  expense,  and  although  the  spirit  of 
economy  is  exceedingly  praiseworthy,  a  contracted  consideration 
of  dollars  and  cents  should  not  alone  influence  us  in  cases  which 
involve  questions  both  of  justice  and  public  utility. 

• 

But  in  all  probability  the  expenses  which  would  arise  from  car- 
rying into  effect  this  suggestion,  would  not  be  so  great  as  is  by 
many  supposed-  The  acquisition  of  the  necessary  territory  coald  be 
made  at  little  or  no  cost,  and  the  undersigned  cannot  conceive  how 
the  transportation  of  the  convicts  or  the  creation  and  support  of 
the  necessary  marine  should  draw  very  heavily  upon  the  resources 
or  impose  any  unbearable  burthens  upon  the  inhabitants  of  a  coun- 
try so  rich  and  flourishing  as  ours.  Besides,  when  the  colony 
shall  have  been  firsdly  established,  there  will  be  a  demand  for  pro- 
ductive labor,  and  the  convict  might  then  be  aide,  by  bis  labor, 
which  would  not  then  interfere  with  any  of  o«r  citixens,  to  defray 
the  entire  expense  of  his  transportation. 

The  second  objection  to  the  plan  of  transportion  is,  that  it  could 
only  be  carried  into  effect  under  the  auspices  of  the  generti 
government;  that  it  would  require  a  change  io  the  relations  of 
the  State  government  and  the  United  States,  and  some  modilica- 


No.  Ml».]  M 

tioa  in  the  oont titation  of  oaeh.  This,  howevor,  is  ma  obstacle  by 
no  means  insarmountable,  and  the  difficulties  attending  it  ought 
not  to  deter  us  from  the  attempt  But,  although  it  can  ultimately 
be  removed,  it  is  at  present  a  serious  objection,  inasmuch  as  it 
would  require  time  to  accomplish  it,  and  the  eiigency  of  the  sub* 
ject  demands  some  immediate  legislative  action.  This  fact,  while 
it  does  not  detract  from  the  positive  merits  of  the  suggestion,  ren* 
ders  it  inferior  for  present  adoption,  in  point  of  expediency,  to  the 
plan  of  solitary  confinement 

This  recommends  itself  to  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned  by 
the  shortness  of  time  in  which  it  could  be  carried  into  effect,  and 
by  the  perfect  relief  it  would  afford  to  those  who  now  think  them- 
selves aggrieved. 

Considerations  of  humanity  are  said  to  be  opposed  to  it  It  ex- 
erts a  deleterious  influence  upon  the  health  of  the  convict,  and  is 
therefore  inexpedient. 

The  undersigned  cannot  perceive  the  force  of  this  argument,  or 
why  the  health  of  the  convict  should  be  consulted  at  the  expense 
of  the  health  and  well  being  of  the  body  politic.  The  same 
praiseworthy  but  mistaken  feeling  might  dictate  the  abolition  of 
capital  punishment,  because  it  interferes  with  the  health  of  the 
criminal,  or  of  all  punishment,  because  it  sometimes  inflicts  mental 
pangs  much  more  severe  than  any  bodily  ones. 

The  general  impression  of  the  evils  of  solitary  confinement  the 
undersigned  believes  to  be  much  exaggerated;  but  supposing  that 
it  is  not,  if  its  continued  efiect  upon  the  mind  and  body  of  the  pri- 
soner is  more  than  he  ought  to  endure,  the  terms  of  confinement 
<uin  be  abridged  so  as  to  mitigate  its  evils  and  inflict  only  the  re- 
quisite degree  of  punishment 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  begs  leave  to  state,  as  the  result 
of  the  attention  and  reflection  which  he  has  bestowed  upon  the 
mbject,  his  opinion,  that  solitary  confinement  without  employment 
at  any  mechanical  trades,  is,  for  the  present,  the  most  effectual 
remedy  that  presents  itself,  one  which  will  afford  immediate  re- 
lief, which  can  be  adopted  without  any  extra  expense,  which  will 
allow  time  for  consideration  of  the  merits  and  demerits  of  penal 
colonies,  and  for  carrying  into  effect  the  preliminary  meassures 
necessary  for  their  establishment 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOS.  N.  CARR,  Cfkatrman. 


[Ambdlt 


The  bill  aceompanyiDg  thia  report  was  presented  to  the  commit- 
tee by  Mr.  Joieph  P.  Simpson,  one  of  the  delegstes  from  the 
New- York  execoliye  committee  npon  ^  State  Prisons,**  with  the 
following  remarks: 

**  The  hon.  the  committee  will  allow  me  to  say,  that  I  am  per- 
snaded  that  the  views  of  the  Hon.  C.  Humphrey,  in  his  report  of 
last  session,  as  to  the  transportation  of  convicted  felons,  meets 
with  the  response  of  every  intelligent  mechanic  in  New- York,  and 
I  think  that  the  governor  ought  by  law  to  be  authorised  to  id- 
vite  the  attention  of  the  several  State  Legislatures,  through  the 
respective  governors  thereof,  to  this  subject  immediately.** 

(Signed,)  JOSEPH  P.  SIMPSON. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Canal  Communionen  on  the  petition  oi  M.  H> 

Fairservice, 

The  Canal  Commitsionersy  to  whoin  was  rofemd  by  tha  Attain* 
bl7»  tha  petition  of  M.  H.  Fairservice,  submit  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  petitioner  aHeget  that  in  1817,  he  entered  into  a  contract 
with  two  <^  the  Canal  Commitsionerti  for  cofistmcting  section 
No.  6  <^  the  middle  section  of  the  Erie  canal,  excepting  20  rods  on 
the  east  end  of  said  section {  that  the  section  is  located  in  a  swamp; 
that  the  years  of  1817  and  1818  were  wet  and  cold,  provisions 
scarce  and  dear^  and  that  before  the  job  was  taken  from  his  hands 
by  the  Commissioners,  he  had  expended  #3,000  more  than  he  had 
received. 

He  further  states,  that  after  this  contract  was  taken  from  hit 
handSf  he  agreed  with  Mr.  Holley  to  construct  30  rods  on  the  east 
end  of  section  No.  6,  which  was  completed  according  to  contract, 
and  for  which  he  has  never  received  any  compensation. 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  is  justly  entitled  to  pay  for  servi* 
coa  rendered  on  the  first  job,  but  that  he  does  not  now  present  a 
clmiai-for  it,  and  merely  asks  pay  for  the  job  of  80  rods. 

The  Commissioners  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  this  matter, 
and  can  therefore  give  no  information  except  what  is  derived  from 
papers  on  file  in  the  Comptroller's  office. 
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'  It  appean  that  od  the  0th  of  July,  1817,  the  petitioner  entered 
into  a  contract  for  constructing  ^*  all  that  part  of  section  No.  & 
which  lies  between  the  weit  end  thereoi^  and  a  stake  standing  near 
Brown's  brook,  in  the  line  of  said  canal,  and  marked  F,  being  the 
whole  of  said  section,  except  a  small  part  at  the  east  end,  left  out 
of  the  contract  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  culvert'* 

The  petitioner  is  charged  en  the  Comptroller's  books  with  ti,M5 
for  labof  on  his  contract,  and  for  two  bridges  on  roads  crossing 
the  canal  on  said  section.  He  is  credited  with  the  sum  of  tS^SSS, 
leaving  a  balance  against  him  of  |3,100,  which  has  been  carried  to 
the  account  of  WiUtam  Clark,  who  it  appsasa  «easpleted  the  work 
comprised  in  the  contract  of  the  petitioner. 

On  the  37th  June,  1817,  a  contract  was  given  to  H.  &.  C.  Adams 
and  George  Seton,  for  one-fourth  of  a  mile«  iwog  a  jMut  ef 
section  No.  4;  and  on  the  30th  Pec.  1817,  a  contract  was  execu- 
ted with  George  Seton,  *^  to  grub,  clear,  excavate  and  embank  that 
ff^t  of  the  Erie  ceoal  which  lies  between  the  east  and  of  IL  H. 
Fairservioe's  contract,  and  the  cootraot  of  H.  k  C  Adaois  end  Se* 
ton,  being  a  part  of  sections  No.  4  and  5,  and  containing  about  SO 
rods  more  or  less." 

The  petitioner  states  thai  he  ^  agreed  with  Myron  Hollef,*( ver- 
bally) to  groh,  «5Mmvate,  nafce  and  finish  30  rods  on  the  eaat  end 
ef  sectioB  No.  ft,  which  was  completed  acoording  to  oonteaet,  as 
will  more  fully  appear  by  the  ^da^iti  horowith  presented.'*  The 
affidai^  referred  to  by  the  petitioner  do  not  accompany  Irie  peti* 

«OR« 

H.  It  C.  Adams  and  Seton  had  a  contract  as  above  stated,  fixr 
section  No.  4,  and  George  Seton,  for  30  rods  between  the  east  end 
tf  M.  H.  Fairaerviee's  contract,  and  the  contract  of  fi.  It  C.  Ad- 
tms  and  Seton.  The  M  rods  inciaded  m  the  eontraet  to  Geotge 
Seton  is  evfdenfly  liie  same  90  rods  for  whieb  ihe  petitioner  etaims 
to  be  paid.  On  tMs  «e«traot,  and  the  ooatraet  «f  H.  It  G.  Adams 
and  Seton,  Seton  has  received  |3,805.61,  and  it  is  probable  that 

he  must  have  executed  a  part,  or  the  whole  of  the  work. 

• 

There  are  no  papers  en  ffile  in  theOomptroHer's  •ofioein  euppeit 
of  the  allegation  of  the  petitioner,  that  he  was  a  contractor,  or  per- 
formed any  part  of  the  work  in  question,  or  from  which  the  leut 
inference  can  be  drawn  that  he  has  performed  work  (or  which  he 
has  not  been  paid. 


N<K  Ml.]  S 

The  petitioner  does  not  state  that  he  at  any  ttme  demanded  pay* 
meat  of  his  contract,  or  that  the  Commissioners  refused  to  pay 
him,  nor  does  he  give  any  reasons  why  a  claim,  so  entirely  equita* 
ble  if  true,  has  been  suflfored  to  lay  dormant  for  14  or  15  years. 

From  the  information  which  the  Commissioners  haVe  on  this  sub* 
ject,  they  cannot  believe  that  the  peiitioner  has  any  sort  of  claim 
en  the  State  for  work  done  on  the  Erie  canal. 

WM.  C.  BOUCK, 
.      MICHAEL  HOFFMAN. 
Meareh  Vlth,  1881k 


STATE  OF  NEW-YOIiK. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  a  resolution  o{  the  Assem- 
bly of  March  14  1885. 

Mr.  Parker,  from  the  eelect  eommittee  to  whom  wu  refenrei 
the  retolutioD-  to  "  iaquire  into  the  expediency  of  purchHing  a 
fcoose  in  the  city  of  Albany,  on  the  Academy  •qoare,  belooginf  to 
Henry  L.  Webb,  Eaq.,  for  the  retidenoe  of  the  Governor  of  this 
State," 

REPORTED.: 

That  your  committee  have  had  the  sabjeet  with  which  they  were 
charged  by  said  resolution  under  consideration,  and  given  it  that 
attention  and  investigation  which  they  think  it  demands. 

From  a  personal  examination  of  the  house  in  question,  your 
committee  are  satisfied  that  it  is  new  and  recently  built,  and  that 
ft  has  nerer  been  ocouiMed  except  the  basement  story.  In  point  of 
location,  material,  architecture,  finish  and  convenience,  it  does  ho- 
nor to  the  enterprice  and  correct  taste  of  the  builder,  and  strongly 
commends  itself  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  committee  at 
boing  a  fit  and  proper  building  for  the  State  of  New- York  to  own, 
MM  a  residence  for  the  Govomor* 


Your  committee  are  satisfied  from  the  evidence  adduced  to  them, 
that  the  lot  was  purchased,  and  the  house  erected  at  the  lowest 
cash  prices,  and  cost  between  twenty  and  twenty-two  thousand 
dollars;  that  the  whole  is  now  ofiered  to  the  government  at  the 
Mdoced  price  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  which,  la  the  opinion  of 
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your  eonmiittda,  is  mneh  lower  than  m  lot  tt  adTaatageoiisly  locat* 
ed,  and  a  houie  and  fixturet  of  the  larae  dimenaions  and  as  sobstan* 
tially  erected,  conld  now  be  parchasied  or  baill  for  cash  in  this  city. 
While  your  committee  on  the  one  side  would  deprecate  an  extra* 
ragant,  lavish  and  wasteful  expenditufe  of  the  public  money  for  use* 
less  purposes,  they  would  at  tfle  same  time  encoumge,  recommend, 
foster  and  hold  dear  those  sacred  principles  of  independence  and 
freedmm  which  should  forbid  Che  Chief  Magistrate  of  your  State 
becoming  the  tenant  of  any  man*.  He  is  for  the  time  being  the 
people's  man,  and  his  castle  should  be  the  people^s  house.  No  one 
individual  should  be  permitted  to  take  to  himsett  the  honor  of  be- 
ing the  landlord  to  your  Governor,  while  it  ostensibly  belongs  and 
should  be  divided  aoMUgst  the  people  at  large,  who  have  for  years 
paid  rent  and  taxes  on  a  house  .and  premises  occupied  by  your 
Chief  Magistrate. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  that  a  just  regard  to  State 
^ridei  national  eharaoter  and  vound  policy,  wouM  dictate  that  the 
govevameat  should  ewn  aU  such  boildiags  aa  it  is  ander  the  nece^ 
ahy  of  oeeupyiag  and  fiamiabing  So  iis  puUio  officcns  and  that  the 
aae  fafenred  to  by  die  resolutfoa  is  peculiarly  well  ealenlaied  ftr  a 
permanent  residence  of  the  Giovernor. 


Your  committee  are  therefore  of  the  opinioB,  that  it  ia  expedi* 
ent  and  proper  for  the  State  to  purchase  the  house  mentioned  in 
said  resolution,  at  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  for  the 
residence  of  the  Governor,  and  have  therefore  directed  their  chair* 
man  to  prepare  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  and  ask  leave  to  intcoduce 
ike  saaso^ 


STATE  OF  WEW-YOWL 


No.  335. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


Febraary  28, 1835. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  managers  of  the  Brooklyn  Sayings  Bank. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW- 

YORK. 

Pttrttumt  to  the  act  inooqx>rating  the  Brookljm  Savings  Bank, 
the  managera  beg  leare  to  present  their  annual  report,  which  is  aa 
follows: 

The  amoant  received  from  depositors  from  Ist  Janu* 

arjr,  1834,  to  1st  Janaary,  1835,  is 4N8ylM  M 

Interest  due  depositors  from  1st  January,  1834  to  1st 

January,  1835, • •        4,164  SS 

SSiSSl  90 
Amount  paid  depositors  from  1st  January,  18i4  to 

1st  Jannarjr,  1635, •.. 36,167  53 

16,143  67 
Amount  due  depoaitors  1st  January,  1634,. • •       05,783  33 

Amount  due  depositors  1st  January,  1835, 6111 ,866  M 

The  funds  consist  of 


Cash  in  bank, #47,738 

Loans  on  bonds  and  mortgages, 50,500  00 

Brooklyn  villa^  stock, 5,000  00 

Carried  forward. 
[Assam.  No.  335.]  1 
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Interett  on  boikb  and  mortgafM  to  lil 
Janury,  1835,  iioteoU^fted,.«*^.#*      1^805  M 


118,6SS  98 


Leaving  t  btlanee  iafarorof  the  bank  of  ••••••*•      81,888  87 


All  of  which  ia  le^ieetfttDy  aidiiiiitted. 


MrmUfm,  JU*  IS,  1888. 


A.  VAN  SINDEREN,  fr$^i. 
JA8.  B.  CLARK,  Ac^y. 


STATE  OP  NEW-YORK. 


No.  336. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  30, 1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  cominittee  on  the  petition  of  inhabitants 

of  Haverstraw,  Rockhnd  county. 

s 

Mr.  Coe,  from  the  lelect  cominittee  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  inhabitantf  of  the  town  of  Haverstraw,  in  the  county 
of  Rockland, 

REPORTED: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration.  The  peti* 
tioners  represent,  that  in  the  village  of  Samsondale  and  its  vicini- 
ty, there  are  several  large  factories,  and  other  valuable  property, 
in  wooden  buildingSi  which  is  very  liable  to  be  destroyed  by  fire* 

That  a  fire  company,  invested  with  the  necessary  powers  and 
privileges,  is  very  much  needed  in  that  place;  and  believe  that  the 
objects  and  operations  of  such  a  company  would  be  greatly  en- 
hanced by  an  act  of  incorporation.  They  have  presented  to  your 
committee  a  bill,  which  they  ask  leave  .to  introduce. 


[Assem.  No.  M6.] 


StATte  OP  NEW-Y0Wt. 


No.  337. 


IN  A88EMBLV, 


April  1)  1835* 


AMENDMENT 

Offered  by  Mr.  Livingstoni  to  h  resolution  propCRdh)^ 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  this  States 

Resetted^  That  the  fbliowing'  amendmenl  be  proposed  to  the 
CoMtituUoa  of  this  State,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the 
Legislature  next  to  be  chosen,  and  published  in  pursuance  of  the 
provisions  of  the  first  section  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  said  Con- 
stitution: 

^*  There  shall  hereafter  be  a  supreme  court  and  a  superior  court 
«f  common  pleas  in  this  State. 

**  The  supreme  court  shall  be  denominated  the  supreme  court  of 
the  State  of  New- York.  It  shall  possess  exclusive  jurisdiction  in 
cases  of  quo  warranto,  mandamus,  certiorari  and  prohibition,  and 
on  writs  of  error  in  criminal  cases. 

'*  The  superior  court  of  common  pleas  shall  be  denominated 
the  superior  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  State  of  New- York, 
and  shall  possess  exclusive  jurisdiction  on  writs  of  error  from  the 
superior  courts  of-  common  pleas. 

*'  In  all  other  cases  the  said  two  courts  shall  possess  concurrent* 
ly,  the  present  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court 

'*  The  said  two  courts  shall  be  coordinate,  and  writs  of  error 
shall  lie  from  each  directly  to  the  court  for  the  correction  of  er* 
rors. 

[Assem.  No.  337.]  1 
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^  There  iball  be  a  chief  justice  and  four  other  juitices  of  the 
fupreme  court,  and  no  greater  number^  without  the  Legialatnre 
•hali  otherwiie  direct,  either  or  any  of  whom  may  hold  the  said 
court.  There  fhall  also  be  a  chief  justice  and  four  other  justi- 
ces of  the  superior  court  of  common  pleas,  and  no  greater  num- 
ber, without  the  Legislature  shall  otherwise  direct,  either  or  any 
of  whom  may  hold  the  same*  The  said  justices,  any  or  either  of 
them,  may  preside  at  the  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer,  and  may 
hold  circuit  courts  for  the  trial  of  issues  of  fact  joined  in  either 
court,  in  the  several  counties  of  this  State,  and  it  shall  be  their 
duty  to  hold  such  courts  in  each  of  the  said  counties  at  least  twice 
in  every  year.  They  shall  also  be  members  of  the  court  fotr  the 
trial  of  impeachments  and  the  correction  of  errors,  but  neither  of 
the  said  justices  shall  rote  on  the  final  decision  of  any  writ  of  er* 
ror  returned  from  his  own  court.  The  said  justices  shall  be  no- 
minated by  the  Governor  to  the  Senate,  and  shall  be  appointed  by 
him  with  their  consent,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  be- 
baviory  or  until  they  shall  attain  the  age  of  sixty-five  yeara. 

^*  The  Legislature  shall  pau  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to 
carry  into  effect  the  organization  of  the  said  courts  pursuant  to 
these  provisions. 

"  '*  The  office  of  circuit  judge  shall  be  established  on  the  first  day 
of  March,  18S7.  So  much  of  the  Constitution  as  is  contrary  to 
or  ineoniiatent  with  these  provisions,  is  hereby  annulled.'^ 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  338. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


April  1,  1835< 


RESOLUTION 


Proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  this 

State. 

Ruohed^  That  the  following  amendment  to  the  CoMtitution  of 
this  State  be  proposed  and  referred  to  the  Legislature  next  to  be 
chosen,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  State  cause  the  same  to  be 
published  for  three  months  previous  to  the  next  annual  election,- 
in  pursuance  of  the  first  section  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  said 
Constitution. 

**  The  Legislature  may  abolish  the  office  of  circuit  judge,  and 
may  provide  by  law  for  increasing  the  number  of  chaocellcHrs  and 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  defining  their  powers  and  duties; 
and  may  from  time  to  time  so  organize  the  court  of  chancery  and 
the  supreme  court,  as  to  prevent  delays  of  justice  and  to  promote 
the  public  convenience;  and  such  additional  chancellors  and  judges 
shall  be  members  of  the  court  for  the  trial  of  impeachments  and 
the  Gwrection  of  errors." 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YOKJt. 


No.  342. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


AprU  I,  1835. 


MBBmm 


REPORT 

Of  tlie  CommissioRero  of  the  Lattd-Ofiice,  on  the  ftp» 
plication  of  Edward  W«  De  Grove  for  eertaia  es^ 
cheated  land  ia  the  dlj  of  New-Yoi*lu 

Th^  Commitsioners  of  the  Land*Oflice,  in  panuanoe  of  the 
twenty-third  sectioa  of  the  act  entitled  ^^  An  act  concerning  es» 
<^heat8,^  passed  April  29,  183S,  (laws  of  1893,  p.  473,)  respectful 
ly  submit  the  following 

REPORT. 

Edward  W«  De  Grove,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  lineal 
descendants  of  Peter  and  Rebecca  De  Grove,  presented  a  petitioa 
to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office,  pursuant  to  the  direct 
(ions  of  the  aforesaid  act,  for  a  grant  of  such  interest  as  the  peo» 
pie  of  this  State  have  acquired  by  escheat  in  a  lot  of  ground  on 
the  jontherly  side  of  Wall-street,  in  the  city  of  New- York,  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  Fulton  Fire  Insurance  Company,  knowsi 
and  distinguished  as  lot  number  thirty-three,  and  being  in  breadth 
on  Wall-street  about  thirty  feet,  in  the  rear  about  thirty-one  feet, 
and  in  depth  on  the  east  side  about  thirty-seven  feet  six  inches, 
and  on  the  west  about  forty-four  feet 

The  facts,  of  which  satisfactory  proof  has  been  fnrniahed,  are  as 
follows^  Previous  to  the  year  1743,  John  Anderson  married  Ra- 
chel, the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Rebecca  De  Grove.  In  the  year 
1746,  Peter  De  Grove  and  Rebeoca  hia  wife  conveyed  the  pre* 

mises  in  ifuestiott  to  their  son-in-law,  Joha  Aadersoa,  for  the  coa* 
[Assem.  No.  842.1  1 
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f  rderotfon  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds.  Ander90i>  dief  ui 
January,  1749,  leaving  a  widow,  (Rachel,)  and  a  daughter  named 
Rachel,  who  wa«^  his  onty  Iv&ir  at  law,  and  to  wbam,  there  being: 
BO  wifly  the  estate  descended.  Rachel^  the  daoghler  and  heir  at 
law  of  Anderson,  intonn»rried  with  Capt.  TbonKia  Wbite^  and 
died  seised  of  the  premises  in  qnescioo,  aboat  the  commcBceaieDt 
ef  die  American  ferohitioa,  leaving  no  child  or  lineal  descendants 


At  this  time  it  is  said  the  escheat  took  place,  the  said  Rachel 
While  ho-vittg  fofl  no  heir  at  law  capable  of  inheriting  Ibe  es- 
tate* The  evidence  to  prove  that  fact  nMist,  of  necessity^  be  of 
a  negative  character^  but  it  has  in  ibis  case  acquired  great  ibrca 
from  the  consideration  ihat,  althougii  half  a  century  has  elapsed 
since  the  death  of  Rachel  White,  no  one  has  yet  appeared  to  claim 
the  estate  as  her  heir  at  law.  This  remark  should,  however,  be 
qualified  by  the  fact,  which  will-  be  stated  nK>re  fully  hereafter^ 
that  one  of  the  descendants  of  Peter  aad  Rebecca  De  Grove  at- 
tempted to  recover  a  share  of  the  property  as  heir  at  law  of  Ra» 
chel  White, 

After  the  death  of  RacheT  White^  her  husband,  Thomas  White, 
and  her  mother,  Rachel  Anderson,  continued  in  possession  of  the 
premises  in  question  until  1770,  when  Rachel  Anderson  dred.  Tho- 
mas White  still  continued  in  possession,  and  died  previous  to  the 
year,  17M,  leaving  a  widow,  Ann^  (his  second  wife,)  and  several 
children  by  her.  Ann  White,  the  widow,  with  her  children,  con- 
tinued m  possession  until  her  death,  which  happened  about  the 
year  18M.  In  June,  1828,  the  executors  of  Ann  While  conveyed 
the  premises  in  question  to  the  Pulton  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
for  the  consideration  bf  twenty-one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  with 
covenants  of  warranty.  At  the  same  time  the  children  and  grand- 
ehiMren  of  Ann  White  conveyed  all  their  interest  in  the  premises 
to  tlie  said  Insurance  Company,  for  the  consideration  of  twenty* 
one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  with  covenants  of  warranty. 

So  far  as  appears,  Thomas  White  bad  no  right  whatever  to  the 
premises  after  the  death  of  bis  first  wife,  Rachel;  and  neither 
Ann,  the  widow  of  White,  nor  her  children  and  grand  children 
had  any  title,  and  consequently  could  not  grant  any  to  the  Ful- 
ton Fire  Insurance  Company*  There  is  not  only  the  absence  of 
all  proof  to  show  any  right  in  Thomas  White  or  his  widow,  Ann, 
bat  there  is  very  decisive  evidence  to  the  contrary.  In  Octc^r, 
1779,  Thomas  White  was  attainted  of  adhering  to  the  enemies  of 


Hhis  State,  and  all  his  estate  declared  forfeited  to  tlie  people.    1 
Crreenleaf,  2G;  Laws  of  1779,  chapter  XXV.  section  1. 

The  oommiflsioBers  cf  forfeitures,  supposing  White  to  be  the 
•owner  of  the  property  in  ^oestioo,  then  occupied  by  himself  or 
Ills  family,  declared  4t  forfeited  to  the  people,  and  the  same  was 
located  by  Oharles  M'Knight,  a  creditor  of  th^  State. 

Ann  White,  l^y  the  description  of  ^*  Ann  White,  widow  and  re** 
)iot  of  the  la«e  Thomas  While,  deceased,"'  thereupon  addressed  a 
memorial  to  the  Legislature  on  the  J  2th  day  of  Novembeti  1784, 
^^in  behalf  of  the  absent  lieirs  of  the  late  captain  John  Anderson, 
deceased.'^  It  will  not  be  necessary  to  recite  the  whole  of  this 
memoriaL  k  stated  among  other  things,  that  she  then  Kved  ia 
the  house  in  questiofi,  and  that  it  was  conveyed  to  Anderson  ia 
1746^  '^  That  the  widow  of  the  said  lohn  Anderson  4ived  ifi  the 
said  house  until  the  time  of  iicr  death/'  in  1779^  •*  That  the  iirst 
wife  of  your  memorialises  late  husband  was  a  daughter  of  the 
said  John  Anderson,  from  which  circtimstance,  added  to  that  of 
his  living  many  years  in  the  house,  An  opinion  was  entertained 
that  it  was  the  property  of  the  said  Thomas  While:  That  in  con- 
sequence  of  this  opinion,  and  a  law  of  this  State"  attainting 
White,  ^^  a  location  was  laid  on  said  bouse,  and  the  same  was  ap*r 
praised  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  said  act:  That  your 
memorialist  conceiving  it  her  duty  to  undeceive  the  gentleman 
who  had  made  the  location,  and  to  prevent  the  commissioners 
from  involving  the  State  and  injuring  the  absent  proprietors  by 
executing  a  deed  for  the  same,  made  a  representation  of  the  pre^ 
ceding  circumstances,  in  consequence  of  which  representation  the 
gentleman  concerned  in  the  location,  as  well  as  the  commission* 
ers,  agreed  that  all  further  proceedings  therein  should  be  stayed 
until  the  sense  of  the  Legislature  could  be  taken.'^ 

The  memorialist  further  represented,  that  ^'  the  commissionexs 
Appeared  satisfied  on  investigating  the  business,  that  the  property 
of  the  said  house  was  never  vested  in  the  late  Thooios  White, 
deceased,  and  of  course  that  the  State,  by  his  attainder,  could  de^ 
rive  no  title  thereto;  but  from  the  vague  circumstance  of  its  be* 
ing  deemed  his  property,  they  conceive  they  will  be  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  proceeding  to  the  sale  of  it,  unless  the  Legislature  in* 
terpose."  She  then  mentions  the  affidavit  of  the  executors  of 
White  annexed  to  the  memorial,  sworn  the  8th  of  July,  1764,  in 
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which  they  decTarv  Chat  thej  had  ^'carefblly  ezarained  all  the 
bonds,  deeds  and  conveyances  belonging  to  the  deceased,  which 
they  found  in  his  house,  and  did  not  discover  or  find  any  deed  or 
conveyance  to  the  said  Thomas  White  lor  the  hoase  in  Wall-st. 
hi  which  Mrs.  White  now  Hves,  nor  db  they  know  or  beKeve  that 
the  said  Thomas  White  ever  had  any  deed  or  cottveyaoee  for  the 
same."  The  memorialist  then  proceeds  to  say,  that  it  cannot  be 
supposed  ^that  Mr.  White  designedly  destroyed  the  evidences 
respecting  this  hoase,  as  the  same  reasons  mast  have  led  him  to 
suppress  other  title  deeds  and  papers,  which  is  not  the  case.  Bat 
the  depositioA  of  the  executors,  strong  as  it  is^  is  not  the  only 
proof  in  the  present  case;  several  persons  well  attached  to  the 
American  cause,  have  heard  Mr,  White  declare,  and  that  fre- 
quently before  his  attainder  was  thought  of,  and  even  before  the 
fate  war,  that  the  house  in  which  he  lived  was  not  his  own.*^  She 
prayed  that  the  sale  of  the  property  on  the  gronnd  of  the  con- 
fiscation might  be  stayed  until  the  further  order  of  the  Legisla- 
turcr 

The  memorial  was  presented  to  the  Assembly  on  the  19th  No- 
▼ember,  1784,  and  referred  to  a  committee.  Assembly  Joamal, 
1764,  p.  49.  On  the  81st  March,  178&|  the  committee  reported, 
**  that  from  the  infora>ation  the  committee  have  received,  they  are 
induced  to  believe  that  the  maleral  facts  set  forth  in  the  memorial 
of  the  said  Ann  White,  are  true;  and  that  they  are  of  opinion 
a  bill  should  be  brought  in  to  inhibit  the  commissioners  of  forfei- 
tures in  the  southern  district  from  proceeding  to  the  sale  of  the 
house  m  ivhich  the  said  Ann  White  now  resides,  until  the  farther 
order  of  the  Legislature  therein.''  The  House  concurred  with  the 
committee  in  their  report,  and  ordered  the  committee  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  a  bill.    Assembly  Joarnal,  1785,  p.  188. 

The  commissioners  of  forfeitures,  on  the  19th  April,  1780,  cer- 
tified that  they  had  made  examinations  in  relation  to  the  title  of 
Thomas  White,  to  the  house  in  Wall-street,  ^^  now  in  the  possessioQ 
of  Ann  White,  widow  and  relict  of  the  said  Thomas  White;"  and 
that  they  eould  mot  find  that  White  had  any  other  estate  in  the 
peemises  than  the  possession  and  income  thereof  by  virtue  of  his 
intermarriage  with  the  only  child  of  John  Anderson,  in  whom  the 
estate  was  vested— she  dying  in  child  bed,  before  of  age,  could  not 
have  conveyed  the  estate  to  her  husband  White. 
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An  act  passed  on  the  1st  May,  17M,  (1  Greenleaf,  270,  Laws 
1786,  Chap.  LVIII.  sec  24,}  contained  a  section  in  accordance 
with  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist,  and  carrying  out  the  report  of 
the  committee;  which  section  was  in  the  following  words: 

*^  XXIY.  And  whereas,  doubts  have  arisen  respecting  the  title 
of  the  people  of  this  State,  to  a  certain  house  and  lot  in  Wall- 
street,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  now  possessed  by  Ann  White,  the 
widow  of  Thomas  White,  late  of  the  city  of  New- York,  deceased, 
an  attainted  person;  And  whereas,  the  said  house  and  lot  has  been 
located  by  Charles  McKnight,  of  the  city  of  New- York,  physician: 
Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  like 
relief  shall  be  extended  to  the  said  Charles  McKnight  as  is  by  this 
act  extended  to  Abraham  Bloodgood  ;  and  the  commissioners  of 
forfeitures  for  the  southern  district  are  hereby  required  to  stay  the 
sale  of  the  said  house  and  lot,  until  the  further  order  of  this  Le- 
gislature." 

From  this  statement  of  the  case,  it  is  evident  that  the  State  ei- 
ther acquired  a  right  to  the  property  by  escheat,  on  the  death  of 
Rachel  White,  or  by  forfeiture  on  the  attainder  of  Thomas  White. 
The  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office  are  of  opinion,  however, 
that  the  right  of  people  was  by  escheat,  and  not  by  forfeiture. — 
The  evidence  is  nearly  or  quite  conclusive,  that  Thomas  White 
never  had  any  legal  interest  in  the  property  after  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  Rachel.  And  it  is  certain  that  neither  his  second  wife, 
Ann,  nor  her  children,  through  whom  the  Fulton  Fire  Insurance 
Company  claims  title,  ever  had  any  right  whatever  to  the  pro- 
perty. 

Ann  White,  in  1784,  wholly  disclaimed  any  interest  in  the  land, 
and  furnished  such  evidence  as  satisfied  the  commissioners  of  for- 
feitures and  the  Legislature,  that  her  deceased  husband,  Thomas 
White,  never  had  any  interest  in  the  land  after  the  death  of  his 
first  wife.  She  interfered  on  behalf  of  "  the  absent  heirs  of  the 
late  captain  John  Anderson,"  the  father  of  Rachel  White,  who 
died,  (seised,)  and  as  a  matter  of  duty,  to  ^'  undeceive  the  gentleman 
*who  had  made  the  location,  and  to  prevent  the  commissioners  [of 
forfeitures]  from  involving  the  State  and  injuring  the  absent  pro- 
prietors by  executing  a  deed"  of  the  premises. 

It  will  be  observed  that  die  only  npcko  of  **  absent  heirs," 
and  **  absent  proprietors"  as  entitled  to  the  estate,  without  gtv- 
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ing  either  their  names  or  places  of  residence.  She  may  have  sup- 
posed that  there  were  relatives  of  John  Anderson  in  existence, 
who  could  succeed  to  the  estate  as  heirs  at  taw  to  his  deceased 
daughter,  Rachel  White.  But  the  fact  that  no  such  relative  has 
yet  appeared,  although  half  a  century  hns  elapsed,  furnishes  very 
satisfactory  evidence  that  there  was  no  person  capahle  of  inherit- 
ing the  estate. 

As  the  death  of  Rachel  White  was  then  a  recent  event,  the  Le- 
gislature may  have  supposed  it  not  improbable  that  some  one 
would  appear  to  claim  the  estate  as  her  heir  at  law.  But  whate- 
ver opinion  may  have  been  entertained  on  that  subject,  the  act  of 
1786  did  not  proceed  on  the  ground  that  there  were  *' absent  heirs,'' 
but  on  tho  ground  that  Thomas  White  had  no  title  to  the  property, 
and  that  it  would  therefore  be  improper  for  the  commissioners  of 
forfeitures  to  proceed  to  sell  the  land  on  the  supposition  that  a 
right  had  been  acquired  by  his  attainder. 

The  persons  who  now  apply  for  a  release  on  the  ground  of  an 
escheat,  are  the  lineal  descendants  of  Peter  and  Rebecca  De 
Grove,  the  maternal  grand-parents  of  Rachel  White,  who  died 
seised.  Peter  and  Rebecca  De  Grove  had  four  children:  to  wit, 
Rachel,  who  married  John  Anderson,  and  was  the  mother  of  Ra- 
chel White,  who  died  seised  of  the  premises  in  question;  Peter 
De  Grove,  who  is  said  to  have  died  a  bachelor;  Adolph  De  Grove, 
who  survived  his  sister,  Rachel  Anderson;  and  Rebecca,  who  mar- 
ried   Albertson,  and  survived  her  sister,  Rachel  Anderson. 

Adolph  De  Grove  and  Rebecca  Albertson  left  lineal  descendants, 
who  are  the  persons  now  applying  for  a  release.  Edward  W.  De 
Grove,  who  petitions  for  himself  and  others,  is  the  great-grandson 
of  Adolph  De  Grove. 

Tho  applicants,  although  they  are  of  the  blood  of  Rachel  White, 
who  died  seised,  are  not  of  the  blood  of  John  Anderson,  from 
whom  the  estate  came  to  Rachel  White,  by  descent  They  could 
not  take  as  heirs,  for  it  is  a  rule  of  the  common  law,  that  collateral 
relations  cannot  succeed  to  the  inheritance,  unless  they  are  of  the 
blood  of  the  first  purchaser.  The  collateral  relatives  of  Rachel 
White  on  the  part  of  her  father,  had  there  been  any,  would  have 
taken  the  estate;  but  collaterals,  on  the  part  of  her  mother,  al' 
though  in  the  same  degree  of  consanguinity  to  the  person  who  di- 
ed seised,  were  excluded. 
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The  rule  excluding  collateral  relations  who  are  not  of  the  blood 
of  the  first  purchaser,  is  not  based  upon  any  principle  of  natural 
justice,  but  had  its  origin  in  feodal  times,  and  is  peculiar  to  those 
countries  where  the  feodal  system  has  prevailed.  The  law  has  in 
this  respect  been  so  far  modified  by  our  present  statute  of  de- 
scents, that  had  it  been  passed  previous  to  the  death  of  Rachel 
White,  the  descendants  of  her  maternal  grand-parents,  Peter  and 
Rebecca  De  Grove,  would  have  taken  the  estate  as  heirs  at  law. 
1  Rev.  Stat.  751. 

Notwithstanding  this  objection  to  their  title,  the  descendants  of 
Peter  aY)d  Rebecca  De  Grove  have  claimed  the  premises  in  ques- 
tion as  heirs  at  law.  On  the  dOth  January,  1784,  Adolph  De 
Grove,  the  son  of  Peter,  and  the  brother  of  Rachael  Anderson, 
presented  a  petition  to  the  Legislature,  praying  that  provision 
might  be  made  '*  to  give  him  possession  of  a  house  and  lot  of 
ground  in  the  city  of  New- York,  [supposed  to  be  the  property  in 
question,]  to  which  he  claimed  title."  The  House  of  Assembly 
thereupon  Resolved,  ^*  That  as  the  petitioner  has  a  remedy  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  justice,  a  Legislative  interposition  would  be  im- 
proper." Assembly  Journal,  1784,  p.  21.  It  does  not  appear  that 
the  petitioner  set  forth  the  manner  in  which  his  supposed  title 
accrued,  and  the  validity  of  the  claim  could  not  have  been  inquir- 
ed into  by  the  Assembly,  for  the  resolution  was  adopted  immedi- 
ately after  the  reading  of  the  petition.  The  resolution  of  the 
House  only  decides,  that  if  the  petitioner  had  a  title  as  he  alleg- 
ed, his  remedy  was  in  the  courts,  and  not  through  the  Legislature. 

In  1831,  Mary  Smith,  the  daughter  of  Adolph  De  Grove,  com- 
menced a  suit  in  the  superior  court  of  the  city  and  county  of  New- 
York,  against  the  Fulton  Fire  Insurance  Company,  to  recover  jin 
undivided  tenth  part  of  the  premises  in  question,  as  one  of  the 
heirs  at  law  of  Rachel  White.  Judgment  was  rendered  for  the 
defendants.  The  case  has  not  yet  been  published;  but  a  note  made 
by  one  of  the  Judges,  shows  that  the  following  points  were  ruled : 

I.  That  there  was  no  possession  in  the  plaintiff  on  which  she 
could  recover. 

U.  That  she  could  not  recover  as  heir  to  John  Anderson,  not  be* 

« 

ing  of  his  blood. 
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nL  That  the  eotiy  of  the  wife  of  John  Anderson,  most  be  ta- 
ken to  be  as  dowress — the  title  descending  to  the  wife  of  White 
as  heir  of  her  father — and  entering  as  dowress,  her  possession  was 
not  hostile  to  that  of  the  real  owner. 

IV,  That  the  title  is  now  in  the  heirs  of  John  AnderaoD,  cm*  es- 
dieated. 

From  this  statement  of  the  points  decided,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  plaintiff  failed  in  the  action,  on  account  of  the  rule  of  the  com- 
mon law  already  noticed — a  rule  which  had  not  been  changed  in 
Sute  at  the  the  time  of  the  death  of  Rachel  White* 


Had  our  present  statute  been  enacted  previous  to  that  time,  Ra- 
chel Anderson,  the  mother  of  Rachael  White,  would  have  taken 
the  estate.  1  Rev.  Stat.  752,  Sec.  6.  The  father  of  Rachel 
White  was  then  dead,  and  she  left  no  brother  or  sister,  nor  the  de- 
scendant of  any  brother  or  sisten  Had  the  estate  descended  to 
Rachel  Anderson,  it  would,  on  her  death,  have  gone  to  her  brother 
and  sister,  Adolph  De  Grove  and  Rebecca  Aibertson.  Sec.  8.  Had 
Rachel  White  left  no  mother,  the  estate  would,  according  to  the 
present  rule,  have  descended  to  her  uncle  and  aunt,  Adolph  De 
Grove  and  Rebecca  Albertson.     Sea  7,  11. 

It  is  on  the  ground  of  the  equitable  rule  established  by  the  pre- 
sent statute,  that  the  descendants  o(  Adolph  De  Grove  and  Rebec- 
ca Albertson  now  ask  a  release  of  such  title  as  the  State  has  acquir- 
ed by  escheat.  Those  descendants  are  numerous,  and  widely  dis- 
persed. Edward  W.  De  Grove  asks  the  grant,  and  thirty  others, 
representing,  as  is  said,  more  than  half  of  the  claimants  in  point  of 
interests,  have  united  in  a  request  that  the  release  may  be  execu- 
ted to  him.  They  have  probably  some  understanding  among 
themselves  about  sharing  the  benefits  of  the  grant. 

The  applicant  has  in  all  things  conformed  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  act  concerning  escheats.  The  land  has  been  apprai- 
sed at  thirty  thousand  dollars.  The  case  falls  under  the  first  sec- 
«,o  ,f  U»  „^  ..d  .h.  .a»  »  b,  p^d  or  ^r^  <»  ..«=.«.,  . 
release,  (sec.  4,)  will  be  one-fourth  part  of  the  value-— or,  seven 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

As  the  value  of  the  land  exceeds  seven  thousand  dollars,  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office  cannot  grant  a  release  without  the 


No.  '84A.]  « 

•  f 

direction  of  the  Legislature.  See  sec.  8.  In  such  cases  the  com'* 
tnissioners  are  instrocted  to  repiort  ^*  the  facts  and  circumstances  of 
the  c  ase  to  the  Legisfaiture  Tor  their  tiirecftion  fn  the  premises*'^ 
Sec.  23. 

In  relation  to  the  inquiry  whelher  a  release  should  be  authorised> 
it  may  not  be  improper  for  the  Commissioners  to  say,  that  the  ap«> 
pficant  and  those  whom  he  represents,  have  as  strong «  claim  as  is 
usually  presented  in  such  cases.  The  act  concerning  escheats 
does  not  proceed  on  the  ground  that  the  persons  who  apply  have 
«  legal  right,  for  then  they  would  not  be  under  the  necessity  of  asb* 
tng  the  favor.  It  proceeds  on  the  ground,  that  persons  may  stand 
in  such  a  relation  to  the  person  who  died  seised,  or  through  whom 
the  title  has  passed,  as  to  give  them  an  equitable  claim  to  the  pul^ 
lie  bounty,  although  they  cannot  make  title  as  heirs  at  law.  Re* 
leases  are  sometimes  granted  to  the  widow,  who,  except  in  a  sin*' 
gie  case,  can  never  take  as  heir.  Sometimes  to  one  of  several 
persons  standing  in  the  same  degree  of  relationship  to  the  person 
last  seised:  and  in  all  cases  falling  within  the  powers  conferred  on 
the  commissioners,  they  select  such  person  or  persons  as,  on  view 
of  all  the  facts  and  circumstances,  appear  to  be  best  entitled  to  the 
grant.  Before  the  present  act  was  passed,  releases  were  granted 
by  the  Legislature  on  special  applications,  and  generally,  if  not 
universally,  without  consideration.  Under  the  present  law  the 
Legislature  is  in  most  cases  relieved  from  such  applications,  and  the 
State  derives  a  small  revenue  from  that  source. 

In  the  present  case,  the  Fulton  Fire  Insurance  Company  has 
not  appeared  to  oppose  the  application,  although  the  notices  re* 
quired  by  law  were  published,  and  the  papers  were  presented  a 
year  ago.  But  a  letter  to  one  of  the  members  of  the  last  Legis« 
lature  from  one  of  the  executors  of  Ann  White,  objecting  to  the 
grant,  has  been  filed  with  the  Commissioners. 

It  is  said  on  the  part  of  the  applicants,  that  notwithstanding  the 
conveyance  to  the  Fulton  Fire  Insurance  Company,  the  conside* 
ration  mentioned  in  the  deeds  has  never  been  paid.  That  the  oC^ 
ficers  of  the  company,  being  informed  of  the  claim  of  the  appli« 
cants,  would  not  agree  to  pay  the  consideration  until  the  claim 
waa  finally  adjusted;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  the  money  has 
been  so  disposed  of  that  the  executors  of  Ann  White  receive  the 
interest,  and  the  Insurance  Company  enjoys  the  possession  of  the 
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property^  This  ttatement  is  rendered  probable  by  the  letter  of 
the  executor  already  cneDtiooed,  and  by  the  fact  that  the  oom- 
pany  appears  to  take  little  interest  in  the  present  proceeding. 

The  question  then  seems  to  be  narrowed  down  to  the  inquiry, 
whether  the  legal  representatives  of  Ann  White  or  those  of  Peter 
and  Rebecca  De  Grove  are  best  entitled  to  the  favor  of  the  State. 
On  this  question  there  can  be  no  great  difficulty  in  coming  to  a 
decision.  Ann  White  and  her  children  have  had  the  possesajop 
and  income  arising  from  the  property  for  fifty  years,  without  a 
shadow  of  claim  to  it,  either  legal  or  equitable.  Ann  White  her- 
self admitted  in  1784  that  neither  she  nor  her  children  had  any 
interest  in  the  land.    The  descendants  of  Peter  and  Rebecca  De 
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Grove  were  only  excluded  from  the  inheritance  by  a  rale  of  the 
common  law,  which  the  Legislature  has  subsequently  thought  pro- 
per to  abolish.  They  are  of  the  blood  of  Rachel  White,  who  died 
seised,  while  neither  Ann  White  nor  her  children  had  any  such 
consanguinity. 

It  is,  however,  objected  on  the  part  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Ann  White,  that  the  right  of  the  State  is  barred  by  the  lapse 
of  time.  To  this  it  was  answered  by  the  superior  court,  in  the 
suit  already  mentioned,  that  Rachel  Anderson  entered  as  a  dow- 
ress,  and  that  her  possession  was  not  hostile  to  the  true  ovrner. 
It  may  be  added,  that  Ann  White,  in  1784,  after  the  death  of  Ra- 
chel  Anderson,  expressly,  disclaimed  holding  the  property  in  her 
own  right,  and  said  it  belonged  to  *' absent  heirs'*  or  '^absent 
proprietors."  It  will  be  difficult  for  her  legal  representatives  to 
show  such  a  hostile  possession,  under  claim  of  right,  as  will  bar 
the  true  owner. 

But  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office  do  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  decide  the  question  of  adverse  possession.  The  applicants 
are  willing  to  take  the  hatard  of  meeting  that  objection,  if  the 
State  will,  by  giving  a  release  of  its  interest,  put  them  in  a  eon- 
dition  to  test  its  validity  in  a  court  of  justice. 

« 

The  release  will  not  amount  to  a  warranty,  and  the  State  can 
lose  nothing  if  the  title  fails.  It  will  not  preclude  the  pera<»is  in 
possession  from  making  any  defence  which  they  could  set  vf 
against  the  State;  and  they  will  consequently  have  no  just  ground 
for  complaint. 
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Should  a  release  be  deemed  expedient,  the  most  conTentent 
mode  would  be  to  grant  it  to  the  applicant,  Edward  W.  De  6ro%*e; 
leaving  the  equities  between  him  and  the  other  desoendants  of  Pe* 
ter  and  Rebecca  De  Grove  to  be  adjusted  according  to  their  pre- 
sent or  any  future  arrangement 

Respectfully  submitted. 

GREENE  C.  BRONSON,  AtfyGtiCl, 
JOHN  A.  DIX,  See'y  of  SUUe, 
A.  C.  FLAGG,  Comptroller, 
A.  KEYSER,  Trea$wrtr. 

JUbany,  March  91,  1885. 
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STATE  OP  JMEW-YORK. 


No.  345. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


March  30,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  mayor, 
recorder,  aldermen .  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of 
Schenectady. 

Mr.  Ostrom,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen  and  commonalty 
of  the  city  of  Schenectady,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to 
empower  and  enable  them  to  supply  said  city  with  an  ample  quan- 
tity  of  water  for  extinguishment  of  fires,  and  for  domestic  pur- 
poses, 

REPORTED: 

That,  firom  the  best  information  your  committee  can  obtain,  the 
city  of  Schenectady  is  now  but  illy  supplied  with  that  valuable  ar- 
ticle, water.  The  fact  is  that  this  city  has  been  repeatedly  visited 
with  several  calamitous  and  distressing  fires  during  the  last  twelve 
months,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  those  distressing  occur- 
rences will  become  more  frequent,  as  the  population  increases,  un- 
less some  efiectual  remedy  is  provided.  The  city  of  Schenectady 
can  be  furnished  with  water  more  conveniently  than  any  other  city 
within  our  knowledge,  as  it  is  located  in  the  form  of  a  basin  on 
low  ground,  surrounded  by  high  hills,  from  which  flow  numerous 
streams  of  the  purest  water. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  memorialists  pray  for  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  authorizing  and  empowering  them  to  supply  said 
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city  with  water,  and  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  city, 
to  enable  them  to  prosecute  thia  important  object 

The  requisite  legal  notices  appear  to  have  been  published;  and 
your  committee  seeing  no  good  reason  why  the  request  of  the 
memorialists  should  not  be  granted,  beg  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
conformable  thereto. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.   346. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


AprU  1,1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  memorial  Oerahom 

Corwin* 

Mr,  Dayan,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referre4 
the  memorial  erf"  6er«hom  Corwio^    ^ 

REPORTED: 

That  they  have  had  the  said  memorial  under  consideration.— 
The  memorialist  in  his  memorial  sets  forth,  that  on  the  11th  day 
of  Decemberi  1806,  he  received  a  patent  from  the  State  for  a  part 
of  lot  No.  8,  in  the  military  tract,  situated  in  the  township  of  Ster- 
ling; by  which  patent  the  people  of  this  State  conveyed  to  the  me- 
morialist a  good  and  indefeasible  estate  of  inheritance  for  and  dur- 
ing his  life,  with  remainder  to  his  children;  that  he  took  and  has 
ever  since  held  and  possessed  the  said  land  described  in  the  said 
patent;  that  he  is  now  seventy-seven  years  of  age;  and  that  in  con* 
sequence  of  his  extreme  age  and  bodily  infirmity,  he  is  unable  to 
labor  and  to  support  himself;  that  his  wife^  Margaret  Corwin,  is 
still  living. 

Your  memorialist  further  sets  forth,  that  he  has  had  three  sons, 
one  of  whom  died  without  issue,  and  another  died  leaving  four 
children,  all  now  living;  that  his  surviving  son,  Joseph  Carpentor 
Corwin,  now  residing  in  Hannibal,  Oswego  county,  has  seven  chil- 
dren; that  his  said  son,  Joseph  Carpenter,  is  incapable  of  managing 
the  property,  and  that  the  same  will  be  squandered,  when  the  same 
becomes  subject  to  his  control.     The  memorialists  therefore  pra]rf 

[Assem.  No.  346.]^  1 


that  he  may  be  permitted  to  sell  and  dispose  of  so  much  of  the 
said  lad  so  patented  as  may  be  necessary  to  maintain  himself  and 
wife,  as  long  as  he  may  tive^  and  to  make  a  suitable  provision  for 
the  maintenance  of  his  wife  after  his  death  out  of  the  said  land. 
He  further  prays  that  the  rest  and  residue  of  the  estate  may  be 
conveyed  to  his  said  son  and  to  his  said  grand  children  in  such 
way  and  manner  as  the  memorialist  may  think  fit  and  proper. 

The  facts  set  forth  in  the  memorial  are  corroborated  by  the  afS- 
davit  of  the  memorialist  and  others. 

The  memorialist  prays  first,  to  be  authorized  to  sell  the  whole 
or  part  of  the  land  for  his  support,  being  unable  to  support  him- 
self in  any  other  way.  This  he  may  do  without  any  legislative  in* 
terference;  bat  all  he  can  sell,  and  all  the  Legislature  could  autho- 
rize him  to  sell,  would  be  the  same  intent  which  the  tenant  now  has, 
to  wit:  to  sell  for  and  during  his  life.  The  memorialist  next  prays 
that  he  may  be  authorised  to  make  provision  out  of  the  land  to- 
wards the  maintenance  of  his  wife,  should  she  survive  him*  The 
widow  of  a  tenant  for  life  cannot  be  endowed  of  the  lands  when 
the  estate  terminates  at  the  death  of  her  husband;  and  most  clear- 
ly, if  the  husband  cannot  dispose  of  the  future  right,  he  being  a 
tenant  for  life,  in  one  way,  he  cannot  in  another.  The  memorial- 
ist next,  in  consequence  of  the  total  inability  of  his  son  to  manage 
the  estate,  and  his  fears  tliat  he  will  squander  the  same,  prays  that 
be  may  be  authorized  by  the  Legislature  to  dispose  of  the  same  to 
his  son  and  grand  children  in  such  way  and  manner  as  be  may 
think  proper. 

In  1806,  the  State  parted  with  all  their  right  and  title  to  the 
land  described  in  the  patent  ^mentioned  in  the  memorial.  By  that 
patent,  the  State  granted  the  land  to  the  memorialist  for  life,  with 
remainder  to  his  children.  A  remainder  cannot  be  created  upon 
an  intermediate  estate  which  may  or  may  not  determine;  nor  can 
it  be  created  upon  a  condition  annexed  to  the  intermediate  estate, 
which  may  or  may  not  be  broken.  The  contingency  upon  which 
the  remainder  rests,  or  is  predicated,  must  be  absolute  and  certain. 
Apply  these  principles  to  the  present  case,  and  no  rational  doubt 
can  be  entertained.  In  this  case,  the  intermediate  estate  is  for  life, 
the  remainder  to  the  children;  to  this  grant  there  is  no  condition, 
a^d  the  contingency,  which  is  the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life,  is 
absolute  and  certain,  according  to  the  established  laws  of  nature. 
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Hence  it  follows  that  the  State  hat  divested  itself  of  all  right  to, 
and  control  over  these  lands,  and  can  have  no  further  right  or  con- 
trol except  by  future  purchase  or  by  escheat. 

The  rights,  as  vested  by  that  patent,  can  never  be  disturbed,  ex- 
cept by  the  acts  of  the  parties  or  the  silent  operation  of  the  law. 
The  lesser  might  be  merged  in  the  greater  estate.  The  remain- 
derman might  extinguish  the  intermediate  estate,  and  thereby  take 
the  whole  before  the  happening  of  the  contingency  expressed  in 
the  patent:  and  it  is  believed  that  the  tenant  for  life  might  be  the 
heir,  devisee  or  purchaser 'of  the  right  of  the  remainderman,  and 
thus  center  in  himself  the  whole  title;  but  all  this  could  be  done 
without  any  permission  from  the  State,  the  original  grantor;  nor 
could  the  State  in  any  manner  interfere  or  prevent  it,  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  original  grantor  parted  with  his  whole  title,  reserving 
no  reversion. 

The  committee  think  that  if  the  evils  anticipated  by  the  memo- 
rialist should  occur,  that  the  court  of  chancery  are  clothed  with 
ample  and  sufficient  powers  to  afford  relief.  The  committee  have 
therefore  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  prayer  of  the  memorial- 
ist ought  not  to  be  granted,  and  have  directed  their  chairman  to 
ask  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 


1 


CTATE  OF  NBW-YORK. 
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No.  349. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


April  a»  1S35, 


REPORT 

Of  the  Cimiinianonen  of  the  Luid-Office  im  the  peli* 
lioB  of  John  Ridden,  and  Catharine  hia  wife*  in  re- 
lation  to  eertUB  escheated  lands  in  the  ci^  «f  New- 
York. 

The  CoBuniniooers  of  the  Laod-Offioe,  to  vdiom  was  nfcmd 
kj  the  Ananblj,  the  petitioo  of  John  Riddeo,  and  Cathiriae  hia 
vrih,  ia  rebtioo  to  certain  eacheated  land  «b  4he  cKj  of  New«Torii:» 
caapeetfollj  aaboHt  4be  folkmii^; 

REPORT^ 

Jxxo  CnoB  Mntoion  pranotttd  ft  p^lilioft  1^  Im  CowutMOtt^ 
mn  of  the  Lud4>ikM»  io  pnnmanoe  ^  the  ''  Ml  cMMntaf  M^ 
cliMt%''  (Lawi  16tt»  p.  47S»)  •tfttiogia  MbtlMM  thai  BdwtrdP* 
Bnuly,  Jb  ihe  yMT  Ittll,  dkd  wiMd  of  a  Mrtaan  hoMe  Md  lot  ui 
tho  city  of  New* York,  and  leanng  no  heir  oapaUe  of  inheritiiif 
the  fame.  There  wm  at  the  tfaoeu  ootatandiognerlgageeo  the 
property,  execated  by  Brady  io  hit  life  timei  whfeh  wm  fevedeeed 
in  dMtsoort  of  chancery  after  his  death,  and  the  property  WMpor» 
chased  at  a  maatei^e  aaky  inade  ia  pariMnw  of  the  deeree  of  finre» 
doenre,  by  Catharine,  the  widow  of  Brady,  fiir  the  fom  of  Arm 
thonsaad  MTon  hundred  dollan.  How  much  waa  dM  on  the  mert* 
gage  for  prindpat,  interest  and  costs,  is  not  stated.  CathariM  Bra- 
dy, on  making  the  purchase,  executed  a  mortgi^  of  the  property, 
bearing  date  the  17th  December,  IMl,  to  Charles  Racey,  the  ori- 
ginal roortgagw,  to  secure  the  payment  of  four  thousand  dollars, 
with  interest    Catharine  Brady,  who  executed  the  htft  mortgage 
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«fterw«fA  famiMiiiiml  ^Mi  Joho  ttddea.  Tfab  morfgi^fe 
forecloted  i»  tha  covt  of  ebaoceiy  io  September^  tMS»  aad  the 
property  porebMod  bj  Jaeoir  Cranv  f>r  #ie  eouiilenflioii  of  oovcd 
thoHMMleigirt  iMNMifod  Md  fiftf  Jolhffc 

« 

Mr.  Cram  ny*  be  Mppoted  thet  be  anqmired  m  perfect  title  oo 
tbe  nkr  ^^  doabte  b»ve  pf^ce  »naefir  from  the  feet  tbsl  the  Stale 
WW  Bot  Biwfe  a  party  l^  iie  feraclottire  of  tbe  firet  mortgage— 
tbe  Slete  bcng  entit^sd  to  tbe  eqeity  of  ledemptioii  under  that 
■ior%nge  bjr  eaebeat^  ia  foneeqaeace  of  the  death  of  Edwaid  P. 
Brady,  witboot  beirtr  Tbe  kod  wae  appraieed  by  the  aMeaeon, 
portoant  to  tbe  act  eoaeeiaiBg  eecbeatii  ataevaa  thouaand  doUarar 
aad  Mr.  Cram  pabNahed  aotioea  of  bia  appKcatioo,  and  id  other  re- 
q>ecta  copfomied  to  the  wttpfrprnw^M  ^  the  atatote> 


All  tbe  iDtereat  yi^^  tbe  ^tate  e«p  bare  in  tiie  hmd,  if  th^dif 
ferenoe  betweea  i^  Talue,  (appndaed  at  fT^MO,)  fod  the  amooat 
due  fof  principal,  iotereat  and  ooata  on  tbe  fifit  meatioiied  mort^ 
gage.  Aa  that  amoont  ia  not  atated  in  the  papera,  tbe  aonr  upon 
which  the  per  centom  reqaired  by  tbe  atatote  to  be  paid  oa  eze- 
qfOlag  ^  T^MIfi  ^uld  ^  char^^dr  cfo^ot  bf  giTeiw  . 

If  Catharine,  the  widow  ef  Brady,  now  Catfuurine  Riddea^  had 
applied  for  a  raleaae  before  the  aale  on  tfie  bat  morlgage,  tiie 
amoant  dae  for  principal,  intereat  and  coata  on  the  firat  mortgage 
wooM  bare  been  deducted  frqaa  ttie  Tflftie  of  the  land,  puraoant  to 
the  act  of  1884.  Lawa  of  1884,  p.  31.  Of  the  bafance,  abe  would 
have  beea  raqatted  la  pay  inio  the  taaapary  eao^twealieth  paac^— 
8m  teor  4|  origfeal  act  But  oti  the  ai^catiott  of  Mr.  Giam,  dw 
Caaiialaaieueya  of  the  LaadiOftea  e<^  aol  aetept  laaa  tha» 
feurta  paet  of  the  aaree*    See  aahdiviaion  feav  oei 


John  IlilAwv  vnI  GirthiP^  bif  mfip^  19  lb#r  p^i^M^n  t^  4mi  W 
gialatwiar  pM«r  Ibfil » iwkMf  fHV  W  gnpM  IQ  M|.  Qisan^  either 
wMMii  oaMif^bfftMP,  eff  w  pii]mi»«(  «f  one^lwfnti^^  inalaM 

ef  aae^fenA  pwt  cif  Uni  Tflw  of  the  lip34»  lyM^ 
eaBahnuiQi^ 

The  ^oipiMfaio^en;  of  tjtie  LmdrO^iccceii  peroeiTe  no  anS^^ieat 
|pr9pi«4^  ^  caMi|  ^^  i;f{^a§iiig  ^  inlerfat  of  tbe  Static  withoMt 
cftpaidi^ratipq;  bul  it  dpfif  i^  a^ar  ignproper  to.  grant  to  Mr. 
Qc^fh  ^  tb«  ^tfsy^  ^fni%  t^t  wouk}  bw^  been  r^uixed  of  the 
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Shoald  tlie  Legislature  entertain  that  opinion,  the  object  will  be 
J  attained  by  an  act  declaring  that  *^  the  Commiieioners  of  tl|p  Land- 
i  Oflh)e  may  release  to  Jacob  Cram,  all  such  interest  as  the  State 
acquired  by  escheat  on  the  death  of  Edward  P.  Brady,  to  a  house 
and  lot  of  land  situate  on  Catharine  and  Monroe-streets,  in  the 
'  city  of  New- York,  on  the  same  terms  that  such  release  might  hare 
2  been  gpranted  to  the  widow  of  the  said  Edward  P.  Brady,  if  the 
.  land  had  not  been  subsequently  transferred." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GREENE  C.  BRONSON,  JHey-GeturaL 
A.  a  FLA66,  Ckm^troUer. 
JOHN  A.  DIX,  SeereUuy  of  StaU. 
A.  KEYSER,  IVsatiirer. 
««Aai^,  4pri/ S,  1885. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  350. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


AprU  3, 1835< 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petitions  of  John  Lori« 

mer  Graham,  and  others. 

Mr.  Brasher,  from  tho  ttlect  oommitteo  to  which  was  referrad 
aiiteen  petitiom,  MTerally  made  by  John  Lorimer  Graham,  Reoben 
Withers,  Daniel  Jackson,  Ellis  Potter,  John  Devoo,  Peter  Per* 
riere,  John  Downes,  John  Miller,  John  Morretl,  Lewis  Sandford, 
Peter  Wyckoff;  John  C.  Halsey,  William  Lake,  Thomas  Lake, 
Richard  Lake,  James  Gould,  Silas  Bntler,  Charles  O.  Handy,  Wil- 
liam Sinclair,  Charles  Dickinson,  James  B.  Taylor,  Joshna  Webb, 
John  S.  McKibbin  and  Thomas  Nicholls,  praying  for  the  passage 
of  a  law  granting  to  them,  respectively,  certain  lands,  and  lands  • 
ooTered  with  water,  in  the  East  rirer,  adjacent  to  land  owned  by 
them,  respectively,  in  the  village  of  Williamsburgh,  county  of 
Kings, 

REPORTED: 

The  several  petitions  represent  that  the  petitioners  therein  nam* 
ad  are  the  owners  in  fee  of  the  land  therein  mentioned  fronting  on 
the  East  river  in  the  village  of  Williamsburgh,  county  of  Kings, 
the  boundaries  and  dimensions  of  which  laud  are  particularly  de- 
scribed in  each  petition,  and  also  on  a  map  made  of  each  of  said 
pieces  of  land  by  Daniel  Ewen,  one  of  the  city  surveyors  of  the 
city  of  New-York,  and  which  maps  are  severally  annexed  to  each 
of  said  petitions. 
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That  each  of  laid  pelitioni  and  maps  alto  describes  the  bounda- 
ries and  dunenmons  of  the  land,  and  land  under  the  water,  for 
which  the  said  ssTeral  petitioners  desire  a  grant  from  the  Legis- 
latnre.  The  petitioners  also  represent  that  the  making  of  said 
grant  will  not  prejudicially  affect  the  channel  of  the  East  river, 
but  will  deepen  and  inaprer^  the  same.  The  said  petitioners  have 
submitted  to  the  committee  a  map  of  the  East  river,  made  by  the 
said  Daniel  Ewen,  shewing  the  whole  water  front  of  the  said  vil- 
lage o{  Williamsbmrghy  jand  the  extent  of  the  several  proposed  wa- 
ter grants  to  the  petitioners  and  future  applicants. 

Your  conunittee  agree  with  the  petitioners  that  uniformity  as 
to  line  and  distance  should  be  observed  in  making  these  grants, 
and  that  it  will  tend  to  advsanoe  the  fNiblic  interests  should  those 
now  asked  for,  and  all  future  grants  which  are  applied  for  in  the 
same  vieiaitjr,  be  made  to  eoafons  to  the  water  line  deameibsd 
upon  the  said  map  of  the  East  river:  thai,  wilfc  a  view  to  the  pre- 
servation of  said  map  and  to  insure  such  uniformity,  your  commit- 
tee deem  it  adriaable  that  said  asap  should  be  filed  with  tlie  Gma- 
SMssioaers  of  the  Land-QfSee,  a  copy  thereof  with  the  eierk  of  the 
said  comity  of  Kings,  and  another  copy  thereof  with  the  cktik  ef 
the  said  viUage  of 


Your  committee  find  that  the  facts  stated  in  said  several  peti- 
tions are  fully  substantiated  by  the  affidavit  of  said  Daniel  Ewen, 
who  prepared  said  maps,  to  which  and  the  said  maps  your  oom» 
mittee  beg  leave  to  refer. 

Your  committee  can  perceive  no  reasonable  objection  to  the 
granting  the  prayer  of  said  several  petitions:  they  therefore  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  393. 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 


:k.^ 
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REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petitioa  of  Hie  <<fia» 
man  Ctl^lic  Benevolent  Society  of  the  city  of 
New-York^^ 

llf •  tUce,  A«iti  the  lelecn  cottiiiihfM  to  #hote  wtt  Ml^^ 
petition  of  **  The  Romu  Catholic  Bonovoteat  Society  of  the  Utif 
^  Now^Yofk,''  fn^img  for  a  ehai^  of  its  lille  and  iUKoatooaioii 
<d  ilaohartei 

ll£POKT£D: 

Thai  y^MT  ttoMttMeo,  to  ^Hmm  the  fniWoa  of  the  aaid  Sonaa 
Catholie  Soetoftj  wtft  Mfeirred,  ba?o  oaroftiUy  aBamiaod  Ae  iaaM^ 
mnA  vpoii  Mich  eiainiBHttiea  highly  appOOTO  M  Ha  aMritovioai  ob* 
jecta  ^aid  benofiefa!  ^fiMtimn  iii^iiiattag  the  aieoaMlioui  aildinio^ 
toeciiig  the  otphaa. 

And  finding,  fnrthermore,  that  for  the  carrying  auch  objecta 
more  itito  ^fihet  and  pMetieal  «lility,  the  iaid  aooiety  haiw  femied 
•  large  Itfid  HeN  birik  aayliim  hi FriaceHitiMt^  hiliw  d^ of  NviK 
Y<N*k,  and  'WhMk  it  de^<^  exciniivdly  to  die  woeiring  <tf  oiyhan 
ehiMrae  eMrely  d^ititate  of  the  mMoi  ior  a  aaftMNaee  or  «  ao^ 
fuiotte  '^are;  and  aho  Mofliiiq^,  edeeatiag  and  waamiaMiing  ihaoi 
ftee  of  ^R  eap^nie  doriag  their  heiplaw  ehildhood«  and  onlA  ihay 
irrive  at  a  lofficient  or  foitable  period  -of  life  la  ha  faoliod  mH  ta 
i  trada^  aenrioet  or  jone  other  uaefid  and  hooaat.mode  of  liToli* 
kxmL 
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'  And  MM  thd  entinr  e«re  md  eiforti  of  tafd  locietjr  have  been  and 
now  are  devoted  to  render  charitable  aid  to  racb  destitate  orphans; 
and  at  the  maintenance  of  wmch  an  asylum  is  of  paramoant  impor* 
tanoe,  it  being  a  comfortable  home  for  him  or  her,  as  both  sexes  are 
received,  and  derive  a  similar  participation  of  its  patroni^;  con- 
sequentt J  the  asylum  itself  is  the  great  and  primary  object  of  the 
attention  of  the  said  society,  for  wiihoat  it  as  a  receptacle,  no 
matter  how  benevolent  the  intention,  yet  the  action  in  a  practical 
sense  woald  be  paralyzed:  Therefore, 

Infloeneed  by  this  consideration^  the  petitioners  request,  and 
your  committee  approve  of  chaiiyng  the  name  of  the  said  Bo> 
man  Catholic  Benevolent  Society,  to  that  of  ^  The  Roman  Catho* 
lie  Orphan  Asylum  in  the  city  of  New- York,"  as  a  title  more  ap- 
propriate in  the  estimation  of  the  petitioners,  and  in  the  opinion, 
not  only  of  the  numerous  benefactors  of  the  Institution,  but  also 
in  that  of  your  committee. 

Your  committee,  furthermore,  having  examined  the  aHeged 
cause  or  necessity,  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  in  applying  Sir 
aa  extension  of  the  privileges  of  the  present  charter,  b^  leave  to 
atate: 

-  That  Hie  said  asylum,  at  the  time  of  application,  and  now  con- 
tains, supports,  clothes  and  educates  the  large  and  actual  aimber 
of  one  kmnired  and  nxtf-tigkt  orphans,  deprived  of  father,  mo- 
ther, friends  or  means  f  consequently  it  requires  a  large  annual 
eootribation  from  iadividttal  sympathy  and  public  benevolence  to 
supply  its  contingent  necessities.  And  many,  very  many,  more 
orphans  are  now  seeking  admission,  and  who  would  not  seek  it  in 
rain  if  circumstanees  allowed.  But  the  means  and  limitations  of 
the  institution,  as  now  circumstanced  and  circumscribed,  rdno- 
tantly  refuse  the  orphan's  prayer  for  admission. 

And  your  committee,  believiiqf  in  the  c^[wioii  of  the  petitioners, 
that  if  the  limitations  or  privileges  of  the  charter  of  the  society 
ware  enlarged  as  is  prayed  for,  there  are  and  doubtless  would  he 
many  charitaMe  and  competent  individuals,  from  one  period  to 
another,  who  would  so  far  aid  the  said  instiuition  as  to  reader  it 
capable  and  enabled  to  receive  all  whose  wants  and  oiphanage 
saight  ap|dy  for  admission. 

Your  committee  believe  that  this  can  be  effi»cied  by  acting  t» 
the  aforesaid  suggestimis,  vis:  of  extending  the  charter  of  said 
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Mcietj,  10  far  ai  it  relates  to  the  amoiiot  of  real  or  penooal  estate 
which  might  be  holden  by  virtue  thereof. 

Yoor  eommittee  perceiTe,  that  according  to  the  limitatioof  of 
the  present  charter,  the  said  society  may  receive  and  hold  real  or 
^personal  estate  to  an  annual  amount  equal  to  twenty*fiye  dollars 
per  year  for  each  and  erery  orphan  in  said  asylum;  and  as  your 
committee,  after  a  mature  and  deliberate  discussion  of  the  average 
expense  of  each  one,  perceive  that  the  present  limitations  are  fiur 
too  narrow  and  small  to  maintain  its  existence,  much  less  to  ena- 
ble the  institution  to  extend  its  benefits  to  those  now  applying  for 
each,  and  for  which  the  petitioners  pray,  and  your  committee  think 
justly,  that  they  may  be  authorized  to  receive  and  hold,  by  gift, 
grant,  devise  or  bequest,  personal  or  real  estate  amounting  to  an 
annual  income  equal  to  seventy-five  dollars  per  year  for  each  and 
every  orphan  educated,  maintained  and  clothed  in  said  asylum. 

Your  committee  consider,  in  unison  with  the  petitioners,  that 
this  amount  would  be  a  fair  allowance,  and  that  such  an  extension 
ia  absolutely  necessary  for  the  above  worthy  and  pious  objects  and 
preservation  of  the  institution. 

In  conclusion  your  omimittee  respectfully  state,  that  in  refe- 
rence to  the  cause  assigned,  and  praying  for  a  change  of  name  or 
title  of  the  'said  society,  and  the  ftcts  as  satisfactorily  adduced, 
and  praying  for  an  extension  of  the  charter  ol  the  said  corpora- 
tion, they  see  no  reason  why  both  should  not  be  granted,  and  have 
directed  their  chairman  to  report  by  bill. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  357. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


April  8,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  tbe  majority  of  the  select  committee  on  the  peti* 

tioB  of  Lucas  Elmendorf. 

Mr.  StetsoD,  from  the  majority  of  the  select  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Lucas  E]roendorf,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  services  rendered  under  a  law  of  this  State, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  petitioner's  claim  on  the  State  for  compensation  is 
founded  on  an  alleged  irregularity  in  the  proceedings  of  certain 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Appoint- 
oient  under,  an  act^  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act  incorporat- 
ing the  Neversink  turnpike  road  company,  and  for  altering  the 
name  and  style  of  said  company,  passed  March  28,  1817/' 

By  the  provisions  of  this  act  the  said  commissioners  were  direct- 
ed to  make  a  just,  equitable  and  proportionate  assessment  on  all 
such  lands  lying  in  the  counties  of  Ulster,  Sullivan  and  Broome,  as 
should,  in  their  judgment,  be  materially  benefitted  by  the  making 
and  finishing  of  the  turnpike  road  which  said  company  was  au- 
thorized to  construct,  and  twenty-four  miles  of  which  they  had  al- 
ready completed,  under  their  original  charter,  granted  in  the  year 
1805.  And  to  enable  said  commissioners  to  fix  the  boundaries  of 
the  lands  assessed  they  had  power  to  establish  the  route  of  the 
road«  They  were  severally  entitled  to  receive  from  the  president, 
directors  and  company  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  for  each  day's 
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aftendatice  iir  performing  tbe  diMtes  r^xnrtd  of  tbeoi  hj  the  nid 

The  J  were  direcfecti  on-  ttiQ  finar  eompTetioii'  of  their  assessment 
roI]>  to*  deposite  one  copy  in  the  clerk^s  ofiice  of  each  coimty  be- 
fore named,  and  to  deKver  a  like  cop  j  to  the  pretidenf  and  direc* 
tors  of  Ihe  Neversinit  turnpike  road  company^  ^hereupon  tbe  a«- 
sessment  became  a  Hen  on  the  respective*  Ibtisi,  piecea  or  parceb  of 
land  assessed;  and,  on  a4t  paymenta  nvade  in  cfiecharge  thereof, 
the  owner  of  tbe  had  was  entitled  to  receive  from  ^le  said  com- 
pany a  certificate  ackaawfedl^ng' htm  to  be  a  stocltboMer  m  said 
company  to  the  amo«>t  of  saeh  paymentw 

One<'foBrth  part  of  said  assessment  waa  made  dbe  atid  payable 
to  the  said  president  and  directors  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1818; 
another  imrlh  part  on  the  first  day  of  November,  ISM;  aaother 
fourth  part  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1819;  and  the  residue  on  the 
first  day  of  November,  ]819v 

In  default  of  payment  tbe  president  and  li^rectora  were  su« 
thorized  to  cause  a  transcript  to  be  made  from  the  assessment 
roll,  under  their  corporate  seal,  of  all  lots  on  wbieh  taxes  remain* 
ed  unpaid,  and  to  certify  the  same  to  Ihe  sheriff  of  tbe  comity  in 
which  the  lands  were  situate,  who  waa  thereupon  required  to  ad* 
vertise  and  sell  the  same,,  as  onder  an  execution  at  law,  and  to 
pay  over  to  the  said  company  aH  moneys  thas  coUected.  The 
president  and  directors  of  the  said  company  were  bound  by  said 
act  faithfully  to  apply  aH  moncya  received  under  thi^  assessment 
towards  the  construction-of  said  turnpike  road ;  and,  on  the  com- 
pletion of  sections  of  not  less  than  ten  miles  ia  length,  they  had 
power  to  establish  toH-gates,  and  receive  toUs^ 

Before  the  first  day  of  May,  I8t8,  (the  thne  when  the  first 
quarterly  instalment  became  due  to  said  company,)  the  commis- 
sioners had  gone  through  with  their  duties  under  this  act,  and  in 
their  opinion  completed  the  assessment  roll,  and,  ia  eompNance 
with  the  law,  delivered  the  same  lo  the  president  and  directors  of 
said  company* 

But  it  was  provided,  by  said  act,  that  before  said  commtsstooers 
delivered  over  their  assessment  roll  they  ^ould  cause  notice  to  be 
published,  for  six  weeks  successively,  in  certaia  newspapers,  to 
^1  persons  interested  io  the  lands  assessed,  that  they  had  com- 
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pleted  their  assessment,  and  that  the  same  would  be  reviewed  and 
corrected  at  the  instance  of  any  person  who  considered  himself 
aggrieved,  and  shewed,  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  commissioners, 
that  said  assessment  contained  any  mistake  or  inequality. 

• 

The  assessment,  thus  perfected,  was  thereafter  to  stand  and  re- 
main unalterable. 

The  commissioners  neglected  to  give  the  notice  thus  required, 
in  the  manner  specified  by  the  act;  and^  for  this  reason,  on  the 
first  attempt  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  company  to  en- 
force the  assessment,  it  was  removed,  by  legal  process,  into  the 
supreme  court,  and  adjudged  void, 

AH  operations  of  the  company  on  their  road  were  necessarily 
suspended  for  want  of  funds. 

This  decision  was  not  made  until  the  petitioner,  in  the  execu* 
tion  of  a  contract  he  had  entered  into  with  the  company  to  con- 
struct the  whole  of  said  road,  had  completed  twenty-one  miles  of 
it,  and  had  let  out  the  remainder  in  short  sections  to  subcontrac- 
tors, who  had  also  commenced  work  and  finished  about  seven  miles 
good  road.  The  time  for  the  payment  of  the  first  two  quarterly 
instalments,  as  fixed  by  the  act,  havinj;  gone  by,  a  new  assess* 
inent  could  not  be  made,  and  thus  the  company  were  cut  off  from 
all  pecuniary  aid  under  the  said  law. 

In  addition  to  the  money  expended  in  the  construction  of  the  said 
twenty-eight  miles  of  turnpike  road,  the  petitioner  claims  com- 
pensation for  his  advances,  on  account  the  company,  to  the  said 
commissioners  of  their  per  diem  allowance;  which  advances  he  al- 
leges exceeded  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  and  by  the  said  act 
'was  reimbursable  from  the  fund  to  be  raised  from  the  assessment. 

The  petitioner  contends  that  the  liability  of  the  State  is  made 
clear  and  perfect,  by  the  irregularity  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
commissioners  before  mentioned. 

The  majority  of  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  the  State  is 
not  legally  or  equitably  responsible  for  this  irregularity. 

The  act  under  which  these  commissioners  were  appointed  was 
passed  by  the  Legislature,  on  the  petition  of  the  Noversink  turn- 
piiie  road  company,  in  conjunction  with  land  owners  residing  along 
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the  route  of  the  road;  and  they  were  desirous  of  becomiDg stockhold- 
ers in  the  company.  This  appears  by  the  preamble  to  the  said  act 
The  petitioner  himself  was  one  of  the  corporators,  and  sets  forth 
in  his  petitition  that  he  was  extensively  interested  in  wild  lands  ad- 
jacent to  the  site  of  the  proposed  turnpike;  and  that  by  its  comple* 
tion  he  hoped  to  make  these  lands  more  valuable,  and  to  bring 
them  into  market.  It  was,  too,  expected  that  the  stock  of  the  com- 
pany would  be  profitable. 

The  State  lent  its  aid  to  this  corporation,  so  far  as  to  appoint 
commissioners  for  their  use.  It  did  not  thereby  sign  a  warrantee, 
or  incur  any  equitable  obligation  to  compensate  the  said  company, 
in  money,  for  all  losses  it  might  sustain  by  the  negligence,  ignorance 
or  misfeasance  of  those  commissioners,  in  the  execution  of  their 
duties  under  the  act 

The  publication  of  notice  according  to  the  act  was  a  ministerial 
duty.  In  this  the  commissioners  had  no  discretion.  Therefore 
their  neglect  to  comply  with  the  statute,  in  this  particular,  ren- 
dered them  personally  responsible  to  the  company. 

This  remedy  is  as  broad  as  the  law  gives  to  a  person  injaiied  by 
the  irregular  conduct  of  a  sheriff^  in  the  execution  of  civil  pro- 
cess; or  to  a  purchaser  of  real  property  at  a  sale  founded  on  the 
decree  of  a  surrc^te;  and  where  his  ominion,  or  the  omission  of 
administrators  to  publish  the  statutory  notices,  or  to  do  some  other 
thing  required  by  law  to  preserve  jurisdiction,  may,  and  often  does 
render  the  title  void,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  purchaser. 

The  president  and  directors  of  the  Neversink  turnpike  rckad 
company  should  have  examined  into  the  proceedings  of  these  com- 
missioners as  they  progressed  in  their  labors.  Had  they  done 
this,  a  mere  suggestion  would  probably  have  corrected  the  error; 
or,  if  the  commissioners  had  been  refractory  and  refused  a  com- 
pliance with  their  statutory  duty,  the  company  had  ample  means 
to  enforce  a  compliance,  by  a  resort  to  the  supreme  court. 

Thus  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  law  furnished 
every  remedy  to  the  petitioner  in  this  case  that  it  affords  to  citi- 
zens generally  for  the  protection  of  their  private  rights;  and  in 
conclusion  they  beg  leave  to  introduce  the  following  resolution: 

Resohedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  denied.' 

L.  STETSON, 

THOS.  A.  TOMLINSON. 


STATE  OF  NEW- YORK. 
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BK 


REPORT 


Of  the  minority  of  the  select  committee,  on  the  peti^ 

tion  of  Lucas  ^^ "  ~^ 


Mr.  Davis,  from  the  mmoritj  of  the  select  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petttton  of  Lucas  Elmendorf,  praying  to  be  re* 
iminerated  for  certain  expenditures  made  by  virtue  of  a  law  of  this 
State,  passed  March  38,  1817^ 

REPORTED: 

That  from  a  full  and  careful  examination  of  the  said  petition* 
and  of  the  facts  and  matters  therein  referred  to,  he  is  of  opinion 
that  the  claim  is  meritorious;  thai  justice  to  the  petitioner,  that  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  the  State  require  that  this  matter,  which  has 
already  been  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature  for 
sixteen  years  successively,  should  be  deliberately  considered  and 
definitely  acted  upon. 

Under  this  view  of  the  case,  with  due  deference  to  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  he  begs  leave  to  present  briefly 
to  the  House,  the  facts  and  reasonings  which  have  brought  his 
mind  to  the  conclusion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  reason- 
able  and  just 

That  previous  to  the  year  1805,  that  portion  of  the  State  lying 
betiTveen  the  town  of  Wawarsing,  in  the  county  of  Ulster,  and 
Chenango  Point,  consisting  of  parts  of  the  counties  of  Ulster,  Sul- 
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IiTttn,  Delaware  and  Broome,  remained  nearly  in  a  state  of  satare; 
that  from  its  secluded  and  isolated  situation,  and  the  want  of  conve- 
nient access,  the  tide  of  emigration  which  at  that  period  was  setting 
rapidly  to  the  unsettled  portions  ef  this  State,  was  diverted  from  this 
to  other  more  favored  portions  of  the  State;  that  the  proprietors  of 
these  lands,  m  the  hope  of  opening  them  for  settlement  and  improve- 
ment, in  the  year  1805^  applied  for,  and  obtained  an  act  to  incorpo- 
rate '*  The  Neversink  turnpike  road  company;''  that  the  said  corpo- 
ration organized  themselves  under  the  confident  expectation  that  the 
said  road  could  be  constructed  by  means  of  the  sale  of  portions  of 
the  unimproved  lands,  situated  on  the  route  of  the  contemplated 
road,  to  be  appropriated  by  the  respective  owners  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  for  the  amount  of  which,  stock  in  said  company  was  to 
be  issued  to  them  respectively;  that  the  said  corporation,  in  order 
to  accomplish  their  objects  in  a  prompt,  efficient,  and  energetic 
manoer,  rtsoWed  l9  «ppoint,  and  did  appoint  the  petitioaev,  (who 
was  one  of  their  boqrd.)  their  0gmff  wUh  fuU  pnoers^  and  with  the 
fullest  assurances  that  he  should  be  sustained  in  all  tiie  measures 
which  he  should  eonoeive  woald  tend  to  the  interest  of  the  com- 
pany ;  that  inaeouioh  as  abqut  twenty^fiotw  miles  of  said  road  from 
ks  commeneemenl  at  the  viUi^e  of  KingstOA,  must  necesaarily  be 
made  through  a  settled  and  improved  country,  five  of  the  directors 
then  present  for  the  purpose  of  partially  indemnifying  the  petition- 
er in  constructing  the  same,  conveyed  to  him  5,500  acres  of  unim- 
proved lands;  th^t  the  petitioner,  relying  upon  this  partial  appro- 
priation, and  the  representations  of  the  board,  that  he  should  be 
sustained  in  his  operations,  in  the  year  1807,  contracted  for,  and 
made  himself  personally  liable  for  the  construction  of  the  said  24 
miles;  that  the  said  contracts  were  that  season  vigorously  prose- 
cuted, and  in  the  year  1808  the  said  24  miles  of  said  road^aisAe^ 
inspected,  and  gcUes  put  up  thereon;  that  in  consequence  of  the  en^ 
bargo  in  1808,  the  operations  of  said  company  became  embarrass- 
e4i  but  ia  the  expectation  that  the  pressure  would  be  only  tempo- 
rx^'y,  they  concluded  siiU  to  proceed  with  their  undertaking.  This 
^^pectation  wi^,  however,  frustrated  by  the  acts  of  non-iater- 
*  cpjorsa  and  ih<x  war  wilt  Ureat  Britai9»  owiiof  to  which  causes  the 
desire  for  emigration,  and  the  settlement  of  wild  lands,  was  in  a 
great  measure  arrested,  and  thus  the  means  by  which  the  compa- 
ny calculated  lo  carry  out  this  project,  so  beneficial  to  themselves, 
an4  so  condueiva  to  ike  tfileretis  of  the  Sftate^  were  lost. 
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The  difficulties  and  embarrassments  of  the  company  fell  with  pe- 
<!uliar  severity  upon  the  petitioner,  who  thus  far  had  borne  the 
great  burthen  of  the  undertaking,  without  any  remuneration,  ex- 
cepting the  small  grant  of  lands  aforesaid;  and  which,  for  causes 
aforesaid,  had  become  unproductive,  unsaleable,  aad  of  little  value, 
and  so  remain  to  this  day« 

That  in  the  years  1813,  1814,  and  1815,  as  appears  from  nume- 
reus  acts  of  the  Legislature,  it  became  the  poUcy  of  ike  govern- 
ment to  encourage  the  settlement  of  wild  lands,  and  tiie  cotistrae- 
(ion  of  roads  through  them;  to  pass  laws  assessing  lands  bordering 
on  the  route  of  said  roads,  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  construct  the 
same. 

That  to  such  an  extent  had  the  system  been  carried  on,  and  the 
effects  resulting  therefrom  found  so  beneficial  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  State,  that  the  Legislature  in  1816  passed  a  general  act, 
applying  as  well  to  the  assessments  already  authorized,  as  those 
which  should  thereafter  be  authorized;  directing  the  Comptroller, 
upon  such  assessments  being  turned  over  to  the  State,  to  draw 
from  the  public  treasury,  and  advance  the  amount  of  all  such  as- 
sessments. 

This  act  further  directed  the  Comptroller  to  charge  fourteen 
per  cent  interest  on  such  amounts,  and  allowed  to  the  owners  of 
the  lands  two  years  after  the  sale  thereof  to  redeem  the  same, 
upon  payment  of  the  principal,  interest,  and  costs:  Thus,  on  the 
one  hand,  enabling  the  operatiortS  of  opening  and  constructing 
such  roads  to  proceed  at  once,  and  at  the  same  time,  by  means  of 
the  interest  charged,  making  ic  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  State. 

The  Ncvcrsink  turnpike  road  company,  having  perceived  the 
successful  operation  of  this^  the  then  settled  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment in  relation  to  the  opening  of  roads,  in  order  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  benefit  of  the  assessment  law,  made  their  application 
to  the  Legislature;  who,  on  the  28ih  of  March,  1817,  passed  an 
act  changing  the  name  and  style  of  said  company  to  that  of  the 
**  First  Great  Southwestern  Turnpike  Road  Company,"  and  grant- 
ing to  them  the  power  of  assessment"  The  objects  of  which  ap- 
plication, and  the  policy  and  principles  which  influenced  that  en- 
lightened Legislature,  who  at  the  same  session  passed  the  act  for 
the  construction  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  appears  clear- 
ly from  the  preamble  to  the  act,  and  which  is  as  follows,  viz: 
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*^  Whereas  if  has  heceme  highly  expedient,  thai  the  road  be^ 
tween  Hudson  river  and  the  territory  wilhki  this  State  lying  north 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  heretofore  intended  to  be  open- 
ed by  the  Neversink  turnpike  road  company,  should  be  speedihf 
eompleied:  And  whereas,  the  president  and  directors  of  the  said 
company,  in  conjunction  with  n>08t  of  the  proprietors  of  the  lands, 
as  well  improved  as  unimproved,  contiguous  to  the  said  road,  have 
petitioned  the  f legislature  to  cause  a  proportionate  assessment  to 
be  laid  on  the  lands  materially  to  be  benefitted  l)y  the  making  of 
the  said  road,  as  the  most  eqwitable^  certain^  and  practieabk  mode 
tf  creaHng  a  eapiUd  to  efeci  the  same  objeet^^\  Sfc^ 

That  the  Legislatnre  in  said  act  appointed  commissioners,  (and 
who  were  independent  of  the  control  of  said  company,)  to  ex- 
plore and  lay  out  the  said  route  in  such  a  manoer  as  should  best 
subserve  the  interests  of  the  pubbc}  and  make  an  assessment,  not 
to  exceed  §1,200  per  mile,  the  one-fourth  thereof  to  be  payable 
on  the  first  day  of  May,  1S18;  one-fourth  on  the  first  day  of  No- 
vember, 1818;  one-fourth  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1819;  and  the 
residue  on  the  first  day  of  November  in  the  same  year.  Ttios 
assuming  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  said  company  an  assessment 
sufficient  in  amount,  (and  which  was  to  be  a  lien  upon  the  lands  ■ 
BO  assessed,)  fully  to  carry  the  intentions  of  the  Legislature  and 
of  the  company  into  effect. 

That  the  petitioner  having,  as  above  mentioned,  finished  about 
twenty-four  miles  of  the  said  road,  and  for  which  the  company 
was  largely  indebted  to  him,  over  and  above  the  grant  of  lands 
aforesaid,  the  said  directors  proposed  to  him  a  contract  to  con- 
struct the  residue  of  their  road;  and  held  out  to  him  the  induce- 
ment, that  by  means  of  the  assessment  funds  could  be  raised  to 
compensate  him,  as  wcH  for  the  work  already  done  as  that  to  be 
performed  under  the  contract.  That  the  petitioner,  considering 
that  the  faith  of  the  State  was  pledged  to  the  said  company,  that 
the  said  assessment  should  be  carried  into  effect  by  the  agents  ap- 
pointed by  the  Legislature,  entered  into  the  proposed  contract. 
That  he  immediately  proceeded  to  the  fulfilment  of  his  contract, 
and  in  accordance  therewith  constructed  a  large  portion  of  the 
said  road.  That  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  said  act 
proceeded  with  all  due  diligence  to  perform  the  trusts  reposed  in 
them,  in  exploring  the  said  route,  laying  out  the  said  road,  and 
making  the  said  assessment.     That  during  the  progress  of  the  la- 
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bors  of  the  said  commissioners,  the  petitioner  (relying  for  his  re- 
imbarscment  upon  the  said  assessment,  and  which  by  said  law  was 
expressly  chargeable  therewith,)  advanced  for  their  necessary  ex- 
penses upwards  of  tho  sum  of  #5,000.  That  after  the  said  assess- 
ment was  made  out  and  delivered  to  the  said  company,  some  of 
the  owners  of  the  lands  assessed  applied  to  the  supreme  court  for 
relief  against  the  assessment,  and  it  was  thereupon  decided,  that 
some  of  the  notices  had  not  been  properly  given  by  the  commis- 
sioners. But  as  one  of*  the  members  of  the  court  suggested  that 
doubts  existed  in  the  minds  of  the  court,  it  would  therefore  be  ad- 
visable to  make  a  reassessment  giving  the  proper  notices. 

That  the  reassessment  was  again  brought  up  for  the  supervi- 
sion of  the  supreme  court,  who  thereupon  decided,  that  inasmuch  ' 
as  it  had  not  been  completed  before  the  day  that  the  first  instal- 
ment was  to  have  been  paid,  the  whole  law  had  become  null  and 
inoperative ;  that  the  commissioners,  after  the  final  decision  of  the 
court,  presented  their  petition  to  the  Legislature,  setting  forth  the 
decision,  and  alleging  that  they  had  performed  their  duties  with 
diligence;  that  the  non-performance  of  their  duties  within  the 
time  specified,  was  not  owing  to  their  want  of  attention,  but  to 
the  shortness  of  the  time,  and  claiming  that  they  were  the  ofllicers 
and  agents  of  the  State,  and  not  of  the  company;  and  upon  which 
grounds  an  act  was  passed  to  pay  them  the  balance  due  them  for 
their  services  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  State. 

That  during  the  pendency  of  the  last  application  to  the  supreme 
court,  (whose  decision  was  delayed  for  such  purpose,)  an  application 
was  made,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  late  Judge  Van  Ness,  to  the  Le- 
gislature to  confirm  the  said  assessment;  that  the  committee  of  the 
Senate,  and  before  whom  the  honorable  judge  appeared,  reported  a 
bill  for  that  purpose,  but  which,  on  account  of  the  late  period  of  the 
session,  was  not  acted  upon;  that  although  the  petitioner  has  assidu- 
ously pressed  this  claim  upon  the  attention  of  successive  Legisla- 
tures, and  although  several  committees  have  reported  favorably 
thereon,  no  definite  action  has  been  had  in  regard  thereto.  Thus, 
the  burthen  of  this  great  public  work,  which  has  added  so  much  to 
the  general  weafth  and  prosperity  of  the  State,  and  which  at  that 
period  was  considered  second  only  in  importance  to  the  Erie  and 
Champlain  canals,  (the  authorizing  of  which  work,  as  your  com- 
mittee are  informed,  had  a  strong  influence  on  the  passage  of  the 
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act  to  construct  the  State  canals,}  has  been  suffered  to  fall  upon 
on^  individual. 

The  minority  of  your  committee  assume,  that  the  faith  of  the 
State  was  pledged  either  to  revive  and  renew  the  said  assessment, 
or  to  find  other  means  to  satisfy  and  discharge  the  expenditures 
made  by  virtue  of  that  law;  but  that  from  the  great  lapse  of  time, 
from  the  change  of  circumstances,  and  from  the  greater  changes  in  | 
the  policy  of  the  government,  the  day  has  gone  by  in  which  the 
Legislature  would  revive  or  renew  the  assessment  law  of  the  said 
company. 

That  the  act  of  1817  contemplated  expenditures  previous  to  the 
payment  of  the  first  instalment  of  the  assessment,  and  that  the 
company  was  not  merely  justified  by  that  act,  but  was  bound  to 
make  those  advances;  tliat  the  act  contemplated  the  immediate 
prosecution  of  the  work,  without  wailing  for  the  delivery  or  col- 
lection of  the  assessment;  that  the  assessment  was  to  be  perform- 
ed by  officers  appointed  by  the  State,  and  acting  under  its  direc- 
tion and  authority,  independent  of  the  company;  that  the  State, 
and  not  the  company,  were  responsible  that  the  duties  of  the  com- 
missioners should  be  properly  performed;  that  the  work  was  one 
of  vast  importance  to  the  interests  of  the  State,  and  that  in  its  re- 
sults, it  has  added  much  to  the  population  and  resources  of  the 
State,  and  that  the  public  ought  not.  and  will  not  appropriate  the 
labor  or  property  of  individuals  for  the  pubUc  benefit  without  re- 
muneration; facts  which  the  public  documents  and  records  prove, 
and  principles  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  minority  of  your  cood- 
mittee,  no  enlightened  iegislktor  can  controvert 

The  minority  of  the  committee  would  therefore  put  it  to  the  se- 
rious and  candid  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  whether  the 
State  is  not  legally  bound  to  remunerate  the  petitioner  for  expen- 
ditures, made  for  the  public  benefit  upon  the  faith  and  pledge  of 
an  act  of  the  Legislature;  whether  the  company  were  bound  to 
anticipate,  that  the  officers  of  the  State  should  in  any  manner  err 
in  the  performance  of  the  duties  assigned  to  them,  or  be  unable  to 
perform  them  by  the  day  specified,  or  that  the  State  would  per- 
mit the  evil  cffi^cis  thereof  to  fall  upon  individuals;  whether  the 
State  has  not  given  a  legislative  construction  to  its  liability  and 
responsibility  by  the  passage  of  the  act,  to  pay  the  commissioner! 
their  wages  for  making  the  assessment,  and  is  not  the  State  now 
precluded  from  denying  that  liability  7 


No.  358.]  7 

But  admitting  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  that  there  is  a  doubt 
as  to  the  legal  responsibility  of  the  State  in  this  matter,  the  minori- 
ty of  your  committee  would  most  strenuously  urge  upon  the  jus- 
tice or  *^  generosity"  of  the  State,  that  this  doubt  ought  to  be  con- 
strued in  favor  of  the  petitioner;  that  it  ill  accords  with  the  en- 
lightened policy  of  this  great  State  on  the  subject  of  public  im- 
provements, that  an  individual  who  has  rendered  to  the  public  a 
great  service,  at  the  sacrifice  of  individual  interest,  although  act- 
ing under  a  mistaken  view  of  a  public  law,  should  be  permitted 
again  and  again  to  sue  for  remuneration  to  that  public,  which,  in 
the  mean  time,  is  reaping  the  rich  harvest  of  his  labors  and  expen- 
ses; that  while'  daily  appropriations  are  made  from  the  Oeneral 
Fund  for  canals,  and  other  improvements  in  various  sections  of  the 
State,  upon  the  principle  of  equal  ^'u^^ice  to  all,  and  that  all  should 
receive  a  portion  of  the  rich  benefits  resulting  from  the  enlightened 
system  of  public  improvements;  that  a  section  of  the  State,  which 
according  to  its  limited  ability,  has  cheerfully  borne  its  share  of 
thdT  public  burthen,  should  be  called  upon  in  addition,  to  liquidate 
the  amount  of  this  partial  and  limited  improvement,  or  what  is  still 
more  illiberal  and  unjust,  that  an  individual  should  be  permitted  to 
bear  the  whole,  unaided  and  alone. 

With  the  object  of  presenting  this  claim  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  the  minority  of  the  committee  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resohedj  That  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Lucas  Elmendorf,  be  instructed  to  prepare  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  Comptroller  to  investigate  the  claims  of  the  petitioner 
upon  equitable  principles,  and  that  the  sum  so  found  due,  shall  be 
paid  to  the  petitioner,  upon  the  warrant  of  the  Comptroller,  from 
the  treasury  of  the  State. 


STATE  OF  NJEW-YORK. 


No.  359. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


April  8,  1835 


REPORT 


Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  Dix  Hoar* 

Mr.  Pettity  from  the  select  committee  to  "which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Diz  Hoar,  for  the  passage  of  a  law  authoriziog  him  to 
change  his  name, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  petitioner  alleges  that  he  has  borne  the  name  of  Hoar 
for  a  period  of  sixty-two  years :  that  he  has  a  numerous  cirde  of 
relations  who  also  have  borne  the  same  name  of  Hoar,  but  within 
a  few  years  past  have  gradually  taken  to  themselves-  the  name  of 
Hobarty  by  authority  of  law,  leaving  the  petitioner  and  his  chil- 
dren without  a  family  name:  that  his  children  are  numerous,  and 
dissatisfied  with  their  present  cognomen,  and  can  not  be  made  to 
believe  that  ''a  rose  will  smell  as  sweet  by  another  name:"  and 
for  these  reasons  he  prays  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  enable  him 
and  his  children  to  take  the  name  of  Hobart  for  their  family  name. 

In  view  of  these  fieusts,  and  the  precedents  on  the  statute  book  of 
this  State,  a  number  of  which  have  been  passed  in  favor  of  the 
brothers  of  the  petitioner,  well  known  to  some  of  your  committee, 
and  one  during  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature,  they  believe 
his  prayer  is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted;  and  have, 
therefore  directed  their  chairman  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 


[Assem.  No.  859.] 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK 


No.  362. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


April  10,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  grievances^  on  the  petition  of 

Joseph  Waggoner. 

Mr.  Hough,  from  the  committee  on  grievances,  to  "which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Waggoner,  praying  for  compensa* 
tion  for  damages  to  his  property  at  Fort-Plain,  Montgomery  coun- 
ty, by  the  construction  and  repairs  oi  the  Erie  canal, 

REPORTED: 

That  in  order  to  a  right  understanding  of  the  various  allegations 
of  the  petitioner,  the  committee  deemed  it  proper  that  the  subject 
should  be  referred  to.  the  Canal  Commissioners,  which  at  their  sug- 
gestion, was  directed  by  the  House,  and  on  the  25th  of  March  last, 
said  Commissioners  made  a  full,  and  in  the  opinion  of  your  commit- 
tee, conclusive  report  on  the  whole  subject,  by  which  it  appears 
that  the  damages  of  the  petitioner  were  appraised  by  the  canal 
appraisers  on  the  27th  day  of  August,  1829,  at  a  considerable  sum, 
and  covering  the  whole^injuries  claimed  to  have  been  sustained  by 
the  petitioner,  which  damages  were  paid  to,  and  accepted  by  .the 
petitioner,  in  satisfaction  of  the  same;  which  report  will  be  found 
in  Assembly  Documents,  No.  321  of  the  present  session,  to  which 
your  committee  would  refer  for  a  n^ore  full  understanding  of  the 
subject. 

Your  committee  is  therefore  unanimous  in  tlie  opinion  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  denied. 

[Assem.  No.  862.]  1 
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MMMi^i 


•  ^ 


No.  366. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


April  13,  1835. 


aoiBWi 


REPORT 

Of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office',  on  a  bill  en* 
titled,  <<  An  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  a 
part  of  the  arsenal  lot  in  the  county  of  Franklin/' 

TO  THE  ASSEMBLY, 

The  Comminioncn  of  the  Land-Office,  to  i)vhoin  was  rcfeijed 
the  bill  entitled,  *^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  a  part 
«f  the  arsenal  lot,  in  the  county  of  Franklin/'  have  the  honor  to 
•abmit  the  following 

REPOllT: 

On  the  Slst  of  July,  1812,  Cone  Andrews,  and  Anna  his  wife, 
of  the  town  of  Malnne  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  conveyed  to  the 
people  of  the  State,  for  the  consideration  of  one  shilling,  two  pieces 
of  land  in  said  town,  adjacent  to  each  other,  the  first  containing 
three  acres  and  thirty-five  rods,  and  the  latter  containing  eighty* 
six  rods  of  ground. 

The  latter  was,  by  an  express  declaration  in  the  deed,  convey- 
ed '^for  the  purpose  of  nn  arsenal,  and  other  public  buildings 
being  erected  thereon."  It  is  now  occupied  as  an  arsenal,  lot, 
pursuant  to  the  intention  of  the  grant.  The  building  is  of  stone, 
and  Is  said  to  have  cost  about  tS.OOO.    It  is  stated  in  the  re- 

» 
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port  of  the  Commissary-Gcnenilf  for  the  year  1834,  to  be  '^  a  good 
baildiogv^  but  hat  no  public  property  in.  it 

The  first  nientioiied  piece  of  land  was  conveyed  on  the  follow* 
ing  cofKlitionr  **  chat  it  shall  be  appropriated  as  a  public  grc^n  aod 
parade  ground,  and  that  na  buildings  hereafter  are  to  be  erected 
thereon/'  The  grant  vnnr  akK>  nHiJa  »ul»ject  to  a  mortgage  or 
mortgages  on  about  one  half  of  an  acre  on  the  southwesterly  line 
of  the  lot  The  Commissioners  are  informed  that  one  of  the  mort* 
gages  referred  to  was  subsequently  satisfied;  that  the  other  has  been 
Ibrccloscdv  and  that  the  half  acre,  together  with  another  lot  cover- 
ed by  it,  waa  hid  in  bjr  Ae  mortgf^ecr  voA  iias  by  him  been  coc- 
Tcyed  to  an  individual  owning  and  occupying  an  adjoining  lot, 
who  is  wiUing  to  dispose  of  it  at  a  ftiir  price.  The  whole  of  this 
lot  has,  since  the  cfose  of  the  late  war,  been  used  as  a  public 
green;  aod  is  now  used  for  the  purpose,  with  the  exception  of  the 
halC  acre  referred  to,  which  has  recently  been  encfused^  that 
brcmking  its  uniformity  and  rendering  it  bss  suited  to  a  parade 
ground,  one  of  the  purposes  to  which  it  was  appropriated  bj  the 
grant 

Although  the  tienure  of  the  two  pieces  cf  ground  was,  by  the 
^rant  to  the  State,  coupled  with  diflcrent  condilioiis,  the  complete 
enjoyment  of  the  one  on  which  tlie  arsenal  stands  depends  on  the 
possession  of  the  other,  as  there  is  na  mode  of  approaching  the 
arsenal,  excepting  by  passing  over  the  green  and  parade  groond 
or  through  lands  which  arc  the  private  property  of  individuals. 

As  the  green  and  parade  ground  most  be  retained  in  order  to 
render  the  use  of  the  arsenal  available  to  the  State;  and  as  its 
value  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  grant  to^  the  State  is  ne* 
cessarily  impaired  by  the  loss  ofnny  part  of  it,  the  Commissioners 
are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  to  preserve  ii  w^th  its  origi-^ 
nal  dimensions  and  form^  They  have  come  to  this  conclusion 
with  the  less  difliculty,  as  they  are  assured  that  the  piece  of  land 
in  question  may  be  obtained  at  a  fair  price;  and  as  the  fee  will^ 
by  the  purchase,  become  vestt^d  in  the  people  of  the  State,  it  may 
at  any  time  hereafter  be  soil  if  it  should  be  deemed  advisable  to 
dispose  of  it,  probably  for  as  much  as  may  be  paid  for  it,  if  not  st 
UA  eohaocod  price.  The  Commissioners  are  iuformed  that  its 
present  value  is  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  dollars. 
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Under  thete  eircnmstanees  the  Commtitionerfl  are  of  the  opinion 
that  it  is  advisable  to  make  the  purchase  agreeably  to  the  provi- 
aioDS  of  the  bilL 

JUbany^  IZih  Jfyril,  183(k 

JOHN  A.  DIX,  Sec'y  cf  Sieie. 
GREENE  C.  BRONSON,  JuyGen. 
A.  C.  FLAGG,  CompL 
A.  KEYSER,  Treasnrtr. 


STATE  or  NEW-YORK. 


No.  367, 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


April  13,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  grievances,  on  the  petition  of 

Samuel  R.  Mathews. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  on  grievancet,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Samiiel  R.  Matthewi,  for  relief^ 

REPORTED: 

The  petitioner  repretentf,  that  in  January,  1831,  a  pair  of  hor* 
aes,  Bleigh  and  harneu,  of  which  he  was  the  owner,  were  seized 
by  Sumner  Whitney,  in  the  county  of  Madison,  while  in  the  pos* 
session  of  one  Henry  Philips,  under  a  charge  that  Philips  had  ta« 
ken  with  said  team  from  ihe  Salt  spring  reservation,  tn  the  county 
of  Onondaga,  five  barrels  of  salt,  before  it  had  been  inspected,  and 
the  duties  thereon  paid,  with  intent  to  evads  the  inspection  there* 
of,  and  the  payment  of  duties  thereon,  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  the  statute,  imposing  and  protecting  such  salt  duties. 

He  further  represents,  that  Philips  was  and  is  a  poor  man,  and 
that  previous  to  said  seizure,  had  been  in  his  employ  with  said 
team,  rfnd  had  been  occasionally  permitted  to  use  the  team  in  his 
own  business ;  that  he  was  ignorant  that  Philips  had  conveyed 
away  the  salt,  or  that  he  had  left  the  village  of  Salina,  where 
th^y  both  resided. 

He  further  represents,  that  he  commenced  an  action  of  replcTin 
in  the  supreme  court,  against  Whitney,  for  the  recovery  of  the 

[Assem.  No.  867.]  1 


fconet,  rfcigh  and  harness  seized  as  aforesaid,  in  which  the  writ 
was  returnable  in  May  term,  1831 ;  ihal  the  suit  was  defcndod  and 
tried  at  ihc  Madison  circuit  in  I83I»  wlien  a  verdict  was  rendered 
sgainsl  him,  and  ilic  value  of  ihc  property  assessed  at  tWI,  Hpon 
which  judgtneiit  was  perfected  in  February,  1835,  fiir  the  dama- 
gcs  asscs^'d,  together  with  doulile  costs,  atnounfing  to  $240.  or 
thereabouts;  that  no  executki/i  has  yet  lioen  issued  to  his  know- 
ledge; and  the  petitioner  prays,  that  in  view  of  tiro  hardship  of 
his  case,  the  want  of  knowledge  of  tlie  intention  of  Philips  to  com- 
mit the  oficnce,  and  his  inability  to  rcHevc  him  from  the  injury, 
that  the  Legislature  may  grant  hira  relief. 

This  application  is  regarded  as  one  of  a  very  singular  character; 
that  the  |>etiiioner's  hired  man,  residing  (if  not  in  his  family.)  in 
the  village  of  Salina,  where  the  petitioner  resided,  and  being  a  man 
of  |X)veriy,  in  the  language  of  the  petition,  ctiuld  have  possessed 
himself  of  a  hmd  of  salt,  and  gone  from  Salina  to  the  county  of 
MaJison  with  the  petitioner's  team,  without  his  knowledge  or  aid, 
is  not  only  strik'mgly  singular,  but  quite  doubtful. 

And  the  course  pursued  by  the  petitioner  is  also  singnlar,  and 
shows  him  entitled  to  no  special  favor,  he  commencing  his  action 
iu  the  most  sunmiary  manner  and  form;  and  the  manner  it  most 
have  been  litigated,  though  not  disclosed  in  the  petition,  from  1831 
to  1885,  shows  bat  little  oi  the  spirit  of  compromise  on  the  part  of 
the  petitioner;  that  he  wished  to  recover  the  value  of  the  proper- 
ty  in  money,  rather  than  eflcct  an  arrangement  of  the  matter,  is 
quite  apparent  from  the  extent  to  which  he  has  seen  fit  to  carry 
out  his  litigation.    But  were  those  signs  of  bad  bith  not  ia  the 
way,  it  is  not  perceived  wherein  consists  the  propriety  of  this  ap* 
plication.     By  the  statute,  regulations  and  penalties  concerning  the 
packing  and  removal  of  salt,  and  the  payment  of  duties,  (1st  R.  & 
375-6,  §  141-3-3  and  4,)  it  is  provided,  that  ''  if  any  person  shall 
remove  from  the  reservation,  or  any  salt  manufactory,  any  salt  be- 
fore it  shall  have  been  inspected,  and  the  duties  theieon  paid,  with 
intent  to  evade  the  inspection  thereof,  or  the  payment  of  the  duties 
thereon,  he  shall  forfeit  such  salt,  and  a  penalty  of  five  dollars  for 
every  bushel  so  removed;  and  the  wagon  or  sleigh,  harness  and 
team,  by  which  the  same  is  removed,  shall  be  taken  to  be  the  pro- 
perty of  such  person,  and  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  such  penalty; 
aid  may  be  seised  and  detained  for  such  purposes."    It  was  under 
the  provisions  of  this  law,  that  the  sleigh,  horses  and  harness  weis 
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seized/  for  an  attempted  OTasion  of  the  inspection  of,  and  duties 
upon  a  load  of  salt  The  only  proper  course  for  the  petitioner, 
was,  to  have  seen  that  the  penalty  was  paid,  on  the  seizure  of  the 
property;  and  should  not  have  hastily  instituted  litigation  in  a 
plain,  palpable  case  of  the  violation  of  a  law,  which  at  least  ought 
to  have  been  understood  by  the  citizens  of  Salina,  without  quietly 
submitting  to  the  consequences. 

The  law  was  enacted  for  general  and  salutary  purposes,  affect- 
ing alike  the  interests  of  all,  and  prescribing  alike  duties  to  all; 
and  should  any  of  its  provisions  deserve  amendment,  such  amend- 
ment should  be  general,  extending  its  terms  and  provisions  alike  to 
all.  To  extend  legislative  relief,  in  any  given  case,  to  one  indivi- 
dual, while  others  are  held  under  penal  restraints,  would,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  not  only  be  partial  legislation,  but  work 
great  injustice  to  some,  while  it  would  encourage  others  to  trans- 
gression, would  unsettle  general  and  salutary  principles,  and  great- 
ly multiply  applications  of  this  character. 

Your  committee  are  therefore  of  the  opinion,  that  for  want  of 
equity,  as  well  as  on  the  ground  of  sound  policy,  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner  ought  to  be  denied. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  370. 


m  ASSEMBLY, 


April  16,  183ff. 


REPORT 

Of.  the  select  committee  relative  to  changing  the  ju- 
diciary system. 

Mr.  Moore,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred^, 
by  a  resolution  of  the  10th  iostant,  the  several  propositions  then 
before  this  House  relative  to  changing  the  judiciary  system  of  this 
State, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  committee,  deeply  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the 
subject  committed  to  their  charge,  have  had  the. same  under  con- 
sideration, and  after  due  deliberation  and  a  careful  examination  of 
the  several  propositions  confided  to  their  care,  have  agreed  to  re- 
commend to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  House,  the  follow- 
ing amendment  .to  the  Constitution  of  this  State;  and  have  also 
unanimously  agreed  to  recommend  ihe  passage  of  the  bill  entitled 
''An  act  to  re-organize  the  chancery  circuits,  and  to  provide  for 
the  appointment  of  additional  vice-chancellors,"  and  directed  their 
chairman  to  present  the  same  to  the  House. 

Proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  this  State. 

Resolvedj  That  the  following  amendment  be  proposed  to  the 
Constitution  of  this  State,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the 
Legislature  next  to  be  chosen,  and  published  in  pursuance  of  the 
provisions  of  the  first  section  of  the  eighth  article  of  (he  said  Con- 
stitution: 
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**  Thero  shall  hereafter  be  a  tupreaie  court  and  a  superior  oonrl 
of  common  pleas  in  this  State. 

"  The  supreme  court  shall  be  denominated  the  supreme  court  of 
judkattire  of  the  State  of  New-York.  It  shall  possess  excInsiTe 
jurisdiction  in  cases  of  qvo  warranto,  mandamus^  certiorari  and 
prohibition,  and  on  writs  of  error  in  criminal  cases. 

'^Tha  superior  court  of  common  pleas  shall  be  denominated 
'  the  superior  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  State  of  New- York,' 
and  shall  possess  exclusive  jurisdiction  on  writs  of  emir  fram 
courts  of  common  pleas^ 

^*  In  all  otiier  cases  the  said  two  courts  shall  possess,  concurrent* 
ly,  the  present  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court 

*^  The  said  two  courts  shall  be  co-ordinate,  and  writs  of  error 
shall  lie  from  each  directly  to  the  court  for  the  eorrectioii  of  cr* 
ronr. 

'^  There  shall  be  a  chief  justice  and  four  other  justices  of  the 
supreme  court,  and  no  greater  number.  There  shall  alao  be  a 
chief  justice  and  four  other  justices  of  the  superior  court  of  com- 
mon pleas,  and  no  greater  number.  The  said  justices,  any  or  either 
of  them,  may  preside  at  the  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer,  and  may 
hold  circuit  courts  for  the  trial  of  issues  of  fact  joined  in  either 
oourt,  in  the  seTeral  counties  of  this  State,  and  it  shall  be  their 
duty  to  hold  such  courts  in  each  of  the  s^id  counties  at  least  twice 
io  every  year.  They  shall  also  be  members  of  the  court  for  the 
trial  of  impeachments  and  the  correction  6i  errors,  but  neither  of 
tiie  said  justices  shall  vote  on  the  final  decision  of  any  writ  of  er- 
ror returned  from  his  own  eourt  Th^  said  justices  shall  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  Governor  to  the  Senate,  and  shall  be  appointed  by 
him  with  their  consent,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  be- 
havior, or  until  they  shall  attain  the  age  of  sixty  years* 

^'  The  Legislature  shall  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to 
carry  into  effect  the  organization  of  the  said  courts  porsaant  Io 
these  provisions. 

**  The  oflice  of  circuit  judge  shall  be  abolished  on  the  first  day 
of  May,  1887.  So  much  of  the  Constitution  as  is  contraiy  to 
or  inconsistent  with  these  provision,  is  hereby  annulled.'* 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 


April  16,  1835, 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  on  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office,  on  the  peti- 
tion <^  Edward  W.  De  Grove  and  others. 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which 
was  referred  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office, 
touching  the  application  of  Edward  W.  De  Grove,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  others,  for  a  release  of  such  interest  as  the  State  may 
have  acquired  by  escheat  in  a  certain  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of 
New-York, 

BEPORTED: 

By  reason  of  the  full  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Land-Office  have  stated  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances upon  which  this  application  for  legislative  favor  is  found* 
ed,  the  committee  have  beeh  saved  the  labor  of  an  original  exami- 
nation of  the  evidence  in  the  case.     They  have  therefore  occupied 

•  '  • 

themselves  only  with  the  question,  whether  the  applicant^  have 
any  just  claim  to  the  boon  they  ask,  assuming  the  facts  to  be  subr 
stantiaily  as  represented  in  the  Commissioners'  report. 

The  applicants  allege  that  the  title  to  the  land  in  question,  was 
long  since  vested  in  the  people  of  this  State  by  escheat;  and  they 
^nsist,  that  in  point  of  justice,  it  belongs  to  them,  in  preference  botl| 
to  the  present  occupants  and  to  the  people*  Both  of  these  propor 
sitions  it  is  incumbent  on  them  clearly  to  establish.  Have  they 
done  so  t 
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In  I746v  the  lot  io  qaestion  was  purchased  by  John  Aodenoo. 
Three  years  afterwards^  he  died,  intestate,  leaving  a  widow  aod 
a  daughter,  named  Rachaei,  his  only  chikL  The  daughter  inter- 
married with  captain  Thomas  While,  and  afterwards  died  without 
issue,  seised  of  the  premises,  as  sole  heir  at  law  of  her  father,  lod 
without  making  any  testamentary  disposition  of  her  property.— 
The  date  of  her  death  is  fixed  by  the  Commissiooers  of  the  Land- 
Office,  at  '*  about  the  commencement  of  the  American  reTolutioo." 
But  from  a  report  made  in  1786,  by  the  commissionen  of  forfei- 
tures, it  appears  that  she  died  under  age;  and  as  her  fiitber  died 
in  1749,  her  death  must  have  occurred  as  early  at  least,  as  1770. 
Her  husband,  Thomas  White,  together  with  her  mother,  Rachaei 
Anderson,  continued  in  possession  of  until  1779,  wbcp  bei  mother 
died.  ^*  White  still  continued  in  possession,  and  died  previous  to 
the  year  1784„  leaving,  a  widow,  Ann,  (his  second  wife.)  and  seve- 
ral children  by  her.  Ann  White,  the  widow,  with  her  chlUrco, 
continued  in  possession  until  her  death,  which  happeoed  about  tbe 
year  1820."'  Two  years  afterward,  her  executors,  her  chiidrea 
and  grand^children  conveyed  the  lot  in  question,  with  warranty,  to 
the  Fulton  Fire  Insurance  eonapany,  in  whose  possessioa  itbai 
ever  since  been. 

It  appears  pretty  satisfactority,  that  Thomas  White  oever  ac- 
quired any  legal  title  to  the  premises  in  question.  Nor  is  there 
any  evidence,  aside  from  the  presumption  arising  from  long  con- 
tinued possession,  that  either  his  widow,  Ann,  or  any  of  his  (]^ 
scendants  have  since  acquired  a  title.  The  circumstaoces  of  the 
case,  moreover,  strongly  repel  any  presumption  of  a  conveyance 
to  the  White  family.  No  one  but  an  heir  at  law  of  the  first  wife 
of  Thomas  While  was  competent  to  convey.  There  is  no  trace 
of  any  convejrance  from  that  source.  Indeed,  this  application  for 
legislative  interposition,  rests  exclusively  upon  the  alleged  fact, 
that  Rachaei  White  left  no  heir  at  law,  and  that  her  property  at 
her  death  therefore  escheated  to  the  State. 

The  allegation  is^  that  she  had  no  relatives  on  her  father's  side. 
It  this  fact  is  not  established,  the  petition  falls  to  the  ground.  But 
to  support  it,  no  other  evidence  is  offered|  except  the  naked  pre- 
sumption arising  from  the  fact,  that  ''  no  such  relative  has  yei 
appeared,  although  half  a 'century  has  elapsed."  This,  the  Com- 
mitsioners  of  the  Land-Office  are  of  opinion,  *'  furniahes  very  «' 
tisfactory  evidence  that  there  was  no  person  capable  of  inhen^ 


the  estate.  In  this  opinion  tlie  committee  cannot  express  their  en- 
tire concurrence.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  question  concerning 
iho  true  title  to  the  premises  in  question,  has  been  publicly  agita- 
ted since  I786i,  until  1831,  when  a  suit  was  commenced  for  the 
recovery  of  the  premises  in  the  soperior  court  of  the  city  and 
county  of  New- York,  by  one  of  the  persolis  in  whose  behalf  this 

application  is  made. 

• 

In  1786,  an  act  was  passed,  containing  a  provision  foiinded  up« 
on  the  representations  contained  in  a  petition  presented  by  Ann 
White,  the  widow  of  Joseph  White,  "  in  behalf  of  the  abseni 
heirs  of  thc»  late  captain  John  Anderson.'^  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Assembly,  to  which  this  petition  was  referred,  af- 
firms the  truth  of  the  allegations  contained  in  it.  It  is  true,  thei 
most  material  point  of  inquiry  was,  whether  Thomas  White  had 
any  title  to  the  property  in  1779.  But  Mrs.  White,  as  the  widow 
of  Thomas  White,  and  from  having  lived  for  many  years  in  the 
same  house  with  the  widow  of  John  Anderson,  was  very  likely  to 
know  whether  Anderson  left  any  relatives  or  not^  and  it  is  but 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  she  believed  he  did.  She  speaks  of 
them  as  being  "  absent."  Prom  that  date,  to  a  very  recent  peri- 
od, she  and  her  children  appear  to  have  quietly  occupied  the  pre- 
mises as  the  ostensible  owners.  There  is,  therefore,  no  very  glar- 
ing inconsistency  between  the  fact  assumed  in  her  petition,  that 
there  were  heirs  of  Anderson  in  being,  and  the  fact  that  no  such 
persons  have  yet  presentee^  themselves  in  the  character  of  claim- 
ants to  the  premises  in  question.  It  may  be  conceded  to  be  more 
probable,  that  there  were  not,  than  it  is  that  there  were  such  per- 
sons; and  that,  in  a  judicial  .proceeding  absolutely  requiring  a  de- 
cision, one  way  or  the  other,  upon  this  point,  it  ought  to  be  de- 
cided in  the  negative  rather  than  in  the  affirmative.  But  where  a 
legislative  body  is  called  upon  for  special,  spontaneous  action  in 
favor  of  one  individual  to  the  prejudice  of  another,  the  applicant 
ought  to  be  required  to  place  the  facts  on  which  he  relies,  beyond 
all  reasonable  doubt 

In  such  applications,  the  pubKc  has  no  interest,  except  what 
arises  from  the  utility  and  duty  of  upholding  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice; and  the  Legislature  is  under  no  obligation  to  act,  and  cannot 
with  propriety  act  upon  them  at  all,  except  with  a  view  to  the  main- 
tenance of  those  principles,  and  in  clear  and  strong  cases.  Under 
a  system  of  jurisprudence  and  judicature  so  perfect  as  ours,  legis- 
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ittiTe  inttrferenoe  with  private  rights  is  rarely  necessary,  and  id 
all  other  cases  is  highly  inexpedient.  But  assoning  that  the  lot  in 
question  has  escheated,  and  waiving^  for  the  present,  other  oonai- 
derations  to  which  the  committee  propose^  in  the  sequel  to  advert, 
it  is  proper  in  the  next  place  to  inquire  into  the  sufficiency  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  these  applicants  rest  their  ctsim  0f  superior 
right  to  the  enjoyment  of  this  property. 

Rachael  Anderson,  the  mother  of  Rachael  White,  was  the  daugh- 
ier  of  Peter  De  Grove,  and  had  a  brother,  Adolph,  and  a  sister 
Rebecca,  both  of  whom  left  lineal  descendants.  These  lineal  de* 
scendants  are  the  applicants  for  a  release;  Edward  W.  De  Grove, 
who  petitions  for  himself  and  the  others,  being  the  great-grandson 
of  Adolph  De  Grove.  The  applicants  are  therefore  the  retmaU  U- 
meo/  descendants  of  ihe  maternal  grandfather  of  Rachael  WkUe^  by 
whose  death  without  heirs,  the  premises  are  supposed  to  have  been 
escheated.  Upon  this  ground^  and  upon  this  alone,  this  appUea-^ 
Hon  is  founded*  In  support  of  it,  the  applicants  invoke  a  provision 
contained  in  our  present  statute  of  descentSi  passed  a  few  years 
since,  according  to  which,  had  it  existed  at  the  death  of  Rachael 
White,  the  lot  in  question,  purchased  by  her  father,  and  derived 
to  her  by  descent  from  him,  would  have  descended  to  her  mater- 
nal uncle  and  aunt  above  mentioned,  the  ancestors  of  these  appli- 
cants. 

If  the  committee  rightly  apprehend  the  remark  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Land-Office,  the  opinion  which  they  intimate  in  fa- 
vor of  the  applicants,  ii  founded  in  a  considerable  degree,  if  not 
exclusively,  hpon  thisr  ne^  Canon  of  descent;  and  the  argument, 
so  far  as  it  rests  ijpon  this  ground,  impliedly  concedes,  that  but 
for  this  alteration  in  the  general  litw,  the  application  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  But  this  ii  ain  Application  addressed  to  the  jus^ 
tice  of  the  Liegislature  ;  and  the  committee  are  unable  to  per- 
ceive that  the  abstract  justice  of  the  claim  is  in  the  least  degree 
enhanced  by  this  change  in  the  (aw.  If  justice  would  not  haive 
demanded  its  allowance  if  this  change  had  not  been  made,  there 
certainly  can  be  no  injustice  in  its  rejection  now.  But  it  seems  to 
be  supposed  that  the  common  laW  rule,  which,  until  the  recent 
change  above  referred  to^  Vas  alwilys  the  law  of  this  State,  and 
still  is  the  law  of  England,  that  collateral  relaltions  cannot  succeed 
to  the  inheritance,  unless  they  are  of  the  blood  of  the  first  pur- 
chasers, was  founded  in  injustice,  and  that  our  late  act  only  carries 
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iato  eflbcl,  in  this  respect,  a  principle  of  natural  justice  trhich 
bugbt  always  to  have  prevailed.  To  this  view  of  the  matter,  it 
'would  be  sufficient  to  reply,  that  no  one  but  he  who  by  his  own 
etertioiis  acquires  prbperty;  can  be  truly  said  to  have  dny  natural 
right  to  its  exclusive  enjoynlent,  and  that  however  useful,  as  incen« 
tives  to  industry  and  economy,  may  be  oul*  laws  regulating  the  dis- 
position of  property  by  descent  and  devise,  they  are  founded  in 
considerations  not  of  natural  justice,  but  of  policy* 

The  committee  do  not  intend,  however,  to  insist  upon  this  an- 
swer; but  conceding  the  reasonableness  of  that  general  opinion, 
which  awards  to  the  relations  of  a  deceased,  intestate,  a  prefe- 
rence over  strangers,  in  the  disposition  of  his  property,  from 
whatever  source  it  may  have  come  to  him,  the  committee  are  ne- 
vertheless  of  opinion  that  the  applicants  in  this  case  ought  io  de- 
rive no  aid  whatever  from  this  principle. 

This  property  has  hitherto,  until  recently,  been  enjoyed  by  the 
widow  and  children  of  Thomas  White.  If  the  State  abstams 
from  all  interference  with  if^  its  fruits  will  still  continue  to  be  so 
enjoyed;  but  otherwise  it  will  be  lost  to  them;  since,  not  only 
have  they  warranted  the  title  in  their  sale  to  the  Fulton  Fire  In- 
surance Company,  but  by  the  terms  of  their  contract  they  are  en- 
titled, it  seems,  only  to  the  interest  of  the  consideration,  so  long 
as  it  remains  doubtful  whether  the  State  will  attempt  to  exert,  or 
rather,  arm  others  with  the  power  of  exerting  its  supposed  rights 
over  the  property.  But  Thomas  White  was  the  husband  of  Ra- 
chel White,  the  sole  owner,  at  her  death,  of  this  property;  or 
from  whom,  in  virtue  of  their  very  rtsmote  collateral  relationship 
to  her,  the  applicants  insist  it  ought  to  have  come  down  to  them. 
Now,  according  to  what  rule  of  justice  are  they  better  eutitled  to 
it  than  the  children  of  Thomas  White  t  If  there  is  any  such  rule 
the  committee  have  not  been  able  to  discover  it.  Why  then  dis- 
turb the  present  possessors  X  Let  the  case  be  submitted  to  another 
test  Our  laws  pay  the  utmost  deference  to  the  expressed  will  of 
deceased  pefsons.  But  to  which  of  these  two  classes  of  claim- 
ants ii  it  most  reasonable  to  suppose  Rachel  White  would  have 
preferred  that  her  property  should  descend  t  It  is  true  she  left  a 
mother,  and  it  may  be  conceded  that  her  first  care  would  have 
been  directed  toward  her,  in  preference  even  to  her  husband.  But 
it  iK>  happens  that  the  premises  in  question  did  famish  a  home  to 
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her  mother  daring  all  the  rest  of  hex  protracted  life,  for  she 
and  died  upon  them  in  the  family  of  her  son-in-law. 

Rachel  White,  it  teems,  died  in  childbed  soon  aAer  her  uBion 
with  captain  White.  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  she  could  hare  felt 
any  repugnance  to  the  idea  of  her  property  being  enjoyed  after 
her  death  by  the  man  whom  she  had  so  recently  chosen  aa  her 
companion  for  life,  and  by  his  descendants,  if  he  should  have  any« 
in  preference  to  her  maternal  uncle  and  aunt,  and  their  descend* 
ants,  pirovidcd  only  that  her  mother  should  be  suitably  maintained! 
Nay,  is  it  not  highly  probable  that  if  she  had  expressed  her  will, 
would  have  been  in  exact  accordance'  with, that  disposition  of  her 
property  which  has  thus  far  actually  taken  placet  The  commit- 
tee believe  it  to  be  so,  and  they  cannot  but  regard  with  disappro- 
bation the  attempt  now  making,  forcibly  to  divert  the  property 
into  a  new  channel. 

The  committee  deem  it  of  importance  also  to  remark,  that  the 
act  which  the  Legislature  is  now  called  upon  to  direct  the  com- 
missioners of  the  Land-Ofiice  to  perform,  is  one,  in  its  nature, 
condemned  by  the  policy  of  our  laws,  and  which,  if  done  by  an 
individual  standing  in  the  same  relation  to  the  property  in  ques- 
tion that  the  people  of  the  State  stand,  would  not  only  be  utterly 
yoid,  but  would  subject  such  individual  to  punishment  as  a  public 
offender.  Thc^  State  is  not  and  never  was  in  possession  of  this 
property. 

The  applicants  however  allege,  that  it  nevertheless  belongs  to 
the  State,  in  virtue  of  an  escheat,  now  for  the  first  time  discover- 
ed, which  occurred  sixty-five  years  ago,  while  we  were  yet  a  co- 
lony of  Great  Britain;  and  this  pretended  title  they  ask  us  to  sell 
to  them,  although  the  premises  have  been  in  the  uninterrupted 
possession  and  enjoyment  of  their  present  occupants  and  those 
under  whom  they  claim,  from  the  date  of  the  alleged  escheat  to 
the  present  moment  But  if  the  law  which  forbids  an  individual 
to  convey  under  such  circumstances,  is  founded  in  justice  and 
sound  policy,  as  the  committee  believe  it  is,  they  are  of  opinion 
that  the  spirit  of  this  law  constitutes  an  objection  of  no  inconsi* 
derable  force  to  this  application. 

The  object  of  the  applicants  is  to  obtain  from  the  State,  not  a 
permission  to  enter  quietly  into  the  enjoyment  of  unclaimed  land, 
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left  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  last  previoua  occupant,  there  beir^i: 
no  one  entitled  to  succeed  hinii  but  the  means  of  recovering  the 
premises  in  question  by  force  of  law,  from  persons  long  in  pos* 
Bession,  claiming^  and  still  insisting  upon  the  right  to  hold  them  as 
their  owq. 

Upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  act  concerning  escheats,  un- 
der color  of  which  this  application  is  made,  the  committee  enter* 
taiii  very  strong  doubts,  too,  whether  this  is  a  case  falling  within 
its  ^irit  and  intent.  The  committee,  moreover,  are  far  from  be- 
ing 8atis6ed  that  a  conveyance  from  the  State  to  the  applicants 
vrould  be  available  to  them,  admitting  the  alleged  escheat. 

It  seems  to  the  CDmmittee,  that  there  is  great  weight  in  the  objec- 
tion made  by  those  who  resist  this  application,  that  the  right  of  the 
State  is  barred  by  lapse  of  time.     The  Commissioners  of  the  Land- 
Office,  in  answer  to  this  objection,  refer  to  a  note  made  by  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  superior  court  of  the  city  and  county  of  New- York,  of 
a  decision  of  that  court  in  the  suit  already  alluded  to,  by  which  it 
was  held  that  the  entry  of  the  wife  of  John  Anderson  must  be  taken 
to  be  as  dowress,  and  that  her  possession  was  not  therefore  hostile  to 
that  of  the  real  owner.     What  evidence  there  may  have  been  be- 
fore the  superior  court,  of  any  act  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Anderson, 
which  could  be  properly  termed  an  entry,  the  committee  cannot 
pretend  to  know.     But  the  statement  of  facts  furnished  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office,  seems  pretty  clearly  to  infer, 
merely,  that  Mrs«  Anderson,  upon  the  death  of  her  husband,  went 
to  reside  with  her  daughter,  and  son-in-law,  Rachael  and  Thomai 
\yhite,  on  the  premises  in  question,  and  that  after  the  death  of  hor 
daughter,  she  still  continued  to  reside  with  White  until  her  de* 
cQase,  at  an  advanced  age,  ii>  1779.     If  so,  the  possession  ought 
rather  to  be  regarded  as  that  of  White,  than  as  that  of  Mrs.  An- 
derson.    But  it  matters  not,  as  it  seems  to  the  committee,  in  what 
light  her  occupancy  is  regarded,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  it  com- 
municated its  character  and  complexion  to  the  subsequent  poases- 
sion;  which,  as  far  at  the  committee  are  able  to  diteem,  there  is 
|io  sufficient  neason  to  conclude  was  the  case. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office,  in  combatting  the  idea 
of  an  adverse  possession,  also  advert  to  the  fact,  that  Ann  White, 
in  her  petition  already  mentioned,  presented  to  the  Legislature  in 
1 784,  spoke  of  the  property  as  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  captain 
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Anderson,  and  did  not,  herielf,  pretend  to  be  the  proprietor  of  it 
in  her  own  right  But  this  is  any  thing  bat  a  recc^nition  of  the 
title  of  the  State.  It  is  to  be  remembered  also,  that  this  admts* 
sion  of  title  in  others,  was  made  fifty-one  years  ago.  It  is  enoagfa 
therefore,*  if  the  statute  bar  began  to  take  effect  at  any  time  with- 
in thirty  years  thereafter.  And  the  committee  cannot  admit  that 
an  uninterrupted  exercise  of  unequivocal  i^cts  of  dominion,  through- 
out that  long  period,  was  insufficient  to  qeutralize  the  efiect  of  the 

admission. 

• 

It  is  true,  as  remarked  by  the  Oommissioners  of  the  Land-Office, 
that  ^'  the  release  asked  for,  will  not  amount  to  a  warranty,  and 
the  State  can  lose  nothing  if  the  title  fails."  The  committee,  how- 
ever, cannot  refrain  from  remarking,  that  the  increased  uncertain- 
ty which  this  long  possession  casts  over  the  alleged  title  of  the 
State,  in  their  judgment,  adds  force  to  the  objection  founded  in 
the  spirit  of  the  laws  against  champerty  and  maintenance.  And 
so  far  from  concurring  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office, 
in  the  impression  they  seem  to  entertain,  that  the  long  enjoyment 
of  this  property  by  Ann  White  and  her  children,  admitting  it  to 
have  been  without* title,  furnishes  any  reason  for  now  aiding  the 
applicants  to  seize  and  appropriate  it  to  themselves;  it  seems  to  the 
committee  to  evoke  the  spirit  of  another  act  of  peace,  the  statute 
of  limitations,  to  frown  upon  their  pretensions. 

Since  the  title  of  the  State  to  this  lot  accrued,  if  it  ever  did  ac- 
crue, nearly  treble  the  prescribed  period  of  limitations  has  elapsed; 
and  whether  the  possession  of  the  premises  during  this  period  has 
been  strictly  adverse,  according  to  ail  the  technical  niceties  with 
which  a  long  course  of  judicial  interpretation  has  invested  the 
doctrine  of  adverse  possession,  or  not,  the  case  seems  to  the  oom*^ 
mittee  to  fall  clearly  within  the  conservative  policy  of  the  sta- 
tute. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  the  comipitte^  i|re  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  this  application  ought  not  to  be  granted,  and  they  ac^ 
cordingly  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Reiohedf  That  the  prater  of  the  petitioqer  ought  not  to  ha 
granted. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 
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No.  372. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


April  18,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  bill  entitled,  «« An  act 
relating  to  the  State  arsenal  in  the  city  of  New- 
York/* 

Mr.  Judd,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  wat  referred  the 
bill  entitled,  **  An  act  relating  to  the  State  arsenal  in  the  etty  of 
New-YorL'* 

REPORTED: 

That  in  examining  the  subject  committed  to  them,  they  hare  be* 
come  fully  satisfied  that  much  important  information  is  needed  be- 
fore any  definite  action  upon  the  subject  oan>  with  reasonable  pro- 
priety, be  justified.  The  bill  simply  provides  for  the  selection  by 
the  Governor,  of  a  suitiU>le  location  for  an  arsenal  upon  any  lands 
belonging  to  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of 
New-Yorki  situated  in  the  12th  ward  of  that  city,  not  required  by 
the  said  mayor,  &c.,  for.  any  other  purpose,  without  defining  how 
much  land,  and  without  ^ny  regard  to  the  real  or  camparaiive  value! 
thereof.  It  also  provides  for  a  sale  of  the  buildings  and  materials 
upon  the  present  lot  occupied  for  an  arsenal,  to  the  corporation  of 
the  city  of  Mow- York,  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons;  and  in 
case  of  a  disagreement  upon  their  value,  it  provides  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  appraisers,  one  by  the  Governor  and  another  by  the 
corporation,  and  in  case  of  their  disagreement,  for  the  choice  of 
an  ompire  between  them,  who  shall  decide  the  case;  and  upon  the 
payment  by  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty  of  said  city,  of 
the  som  so  agreed  upon  or  appraised,  to  the  Governor,  and  upon 
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Aeir  affo  nmting  tend  ifeliTeriiig  a  deed  or  eoniresranee  of  the  laid 
land  fletected  from  the  l2ttY  ward,  for  a  new  arsenal  Fot;  whicb 
•aid  conveyance  sHaN  be  full,. clear  and  absolute,  for  so  long  a  time 
as  the  State  shalf  occupy  the  said  premises  for  militaiy  pmrposes^ 
und  no  longer  >  they^  the  said  mayor,  &c.,  are  authorized  to  enter 
Bpon  and  fake  possession  of  the  present  arsenal  lot  sitaated  in  the 
6th  ward  of  said  city,  for  the  nse  and  benefit  of  the  said  city. 

The  bill  also  provides  for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings,  fix* 
lures,  encloures,  ftc,  upon  the  new  location  fer  an  arsenal,  and 
authorizes  the  expenditure  of  the  sum  of  $15,000,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  to  be  received  from  the  sale  of  the  present  bvildnigs,  as  above 
stated  and  actually  appropriates  that  amount  of  the  public  treasure. 

From  the  above  statement,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  first  qoestioo 
presented,  is,  is  there  any  necessity  for  the  removal  of  the  Stata 
arsenal  from  its  present  location  1  .  To  this,  question  the  committee 
unaninK>usly  answer  in  the  affirmative.  The  arsenal  m  now  situ- 
ted  in  the  Gth  ward,  surrounded  by  a  dense  and  compact  popnla- 
ti(»i,  and  may  be  said  to  be  in  the  heart  of  the  city ;  it  is  therefore 
necessarily  and  greatly  exposed,  as  a  recent  occurrence,  fresh  in 
the  recollection  of  all  men,  and  to  which  the  committee  allude  with 
painful  rogret,  but  too  clearly  demonstrates.  The  committee  have 
not  deemed  it  necessary  to  discuss  this  proposition,  but  have  con- 
tented themselves  by  merely  stating  the  result  of  their  reflectioBs.. 

The  next  question  which  is  presented  in  the  case,  is,  are  the 
terms  proposed  by  the  bill  such  as  to  justify  the  exchange,  and  aie 
the  conditions  equitable  as  between  the  State  and  the  corporation? 
To  this  proposition,  the  committee  are  not  prepared  to  yield  their 
absent;  but  on  the  contrary,  they  are  decidedly  of  opiniou  that 
terms  much  more  favorable  to  the  State  can  and  ought  to  be  made 
by  the  said  corporation:  they  will  therefoije  detain  the  House  for  a 
few  moments,  while  they  state  some  of  the  reasons  which  have 
brought  them  to  this  conclusion. 

Your  committee,  by  way  of  arriving  at  the  true  vahie  of  tlie  lot 
now  occupied  by  the  State  as  an  arsenal  lot,  have  regarded  the  ti- 
tle as  equivalent  to  a  f^  and  have  so  regarded  the  title  which  is 
proposed  to  be  given  of  the  new  lot  to  be  received  io  exchai^  for 
it;  for  it  is  believed  that  a  title  conditioned  to  hold,  so  long  ms  tkt 
fremifes  shall  be  uiedfmr  mUU€tty  purposes^  and  He  longer^  Moaj  be 
ao  used  as  to  operate  to  the  perpetual  ezdiasiou  of  tlie  graater  or 
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grantors.  For  the  purpose  of  coining  to  some  reasonable  ooncki^ 
sion  upon  this  point,  your  committee  have  submitted  the  qnestioa 
of  the  value  of  the  lot  and  ground  now  occupied  by  the  arsenal,  to 
several  gentlemen  of  the  city  of  New- York,  and  its  vicinity,  ac* 
quainted  with  the  value  of  real  estate  in  that  city,  and  have  re- 
ceived from  them  estimates  varying  in  amount  from  sixty  to  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  These  estimates  were  predicated  upon 
the  naked  value  of  the  land,  independent  of  the  buildings  or  fixtures 
thereon. 

With  regard  to  the  value  of  the  land  proposed  to  be  given  in  ex*, 
change,  your  committee  have  not  been  able  to  come  to  any  defi- 
nite, or  even  probable  result,  owing  to  the  total  want  of  informa- 
tion upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  either  as  it  regards  the  quantity, 
quality,  or  location  of  such  land,  except  that  it  is  proposed  to 
be  located  somewhere  in  the  12th  ward  of  the  city,  and  as  the 
committee  have  understood,  at  a  distance  of  some  five  miles  from 
the  City-Hall.     It  will  be  conceded  by  all,  it  is  apprehended,  that 
any  given  quantity  of  land  located  in  that  part  of  the  city,  is  of  far 
less  value  than  the  same  quantity  located  in  the  6th  ward,  and 
where  the  present  arsenal  is  situated.     The  amount  of  this  diffe- 
rence in  value  the  committee  have  had  no  means  of  ascertaining, 
owing  to  the  reasons  above  stated  ;  but  they  feel  a  confidence  in 
hazarding  the  opinion  that  it  will  not  be  less  than  the  cost  of  con- 
structing a  new  arsenal  and  buildings,  enclosures  and  fixtures,  suflSi- 
ciently  commodious  and  convenient  for  all  the  purposes  which  the 
public  interest  requires;  especially  if  there  be  added  the  value  of 
the  present  buildings  now  standing  upon  the  same,  which  original- 
ly cost  in  their  construction  and  subsequent  improvement,  the  sum 
of  815,544.92;   but  as  to  what  their  present  value  is,  your  com- 
mittee have  no  information  upon  which  they  can  rely,  and  they  do 
not  therefore  attempt  an  estimate. 

The  committee  are  aware  that  upon  this  subject  they  are  not 
sufiiciently  informed  to  render  their  opinion  of  any  very  conclusive 
weight;  but  they  are  still  constrained  to  submit  their  views,  to- 
gether with  the  facts  upon  which  they  are  founded,  as  the  best 
evidence  of  their  intention  to  perform  the  duties  assigned  them,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  House. 

If  the  foregoing  opinion  be  correct,  or  entitled  to  any  reasonable 
confidence,  it  would  seem  that  any  appropriation  of  public  money, 
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for  tlie  porpose  of  erecting  and  completing  an  arsenal  upon  tbe 
new  site  to  be  agreed  upon,  would  not  only  be  unnecessary,  bat 
altogether  unjust  and  wrong. 

The  committe  have  therefore .  unanimously  come  to  the  conclih 
sion,  that  the  bill  referred  to  them  ought  not  to  pass  in  its  preient 
form;  while  the  first  object  intended  by  the  bill,  to  wit,  a  change 
in  the  location  of  the  State  arsenal  in  the  city  of  New- York  ought 
to  be  effected ;  they  have  therefore  prepared  a  bill  as  a  substitute^ 
which  they  recommend  to  the  House,  and  have  directed  their 
chaipnan  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  same. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted* 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  373. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


April  18,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  i 

of  the  town  of  Catskill. 

Mr.  Van  Bergen,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Catskill,  in  the 
county  of  Greene,  praying  for  a  law  authorizing,  them  to  raise  mo- 
ney by  tax  on  said  town,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  two 
bridges  over  the  Caders  Kill, 

REPORTED: 

The  petition  represents  that  two  bridges  over  the  Caders  in  the 
town  of  Catskill  were  swept  away  by  a  rise  of  the  water  and  ice 
in  January  last  ^ 

That  the  said  bridges  are  of  very  great  importance  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  said  town  and  the  surrounding  country,  being  on  roads 
much  travelled:  that  in  consequence  of  the  said  bridges  being  car- 
ried off,  the  roads  are  frequently  rendered  impassiblCi  on  account 
of  high  water  and  there  being  no  fording  places. 

The  petitioners  are  among  the  most  respectable  citizens  in 
Greene  county.  Your  committee  have  no  doubt  of  the  facts 
stated  in  the  petition  to  be  true,  and  respectfully  recommend  the 
immediate  passage  of  a  law  for  that  purpose:  they  have  there- 
fore requested  their  chairman  to  prepare  a  bill  accordingly. 
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STATE  OP  NEW-YORK. 


No.  374. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


April  18.  1835, 


REPOET 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  memorial'  of  die  Ame« 

rican  Institute. 

Mr.  Clinch,  from  the  felect  cotBmittee  to  which  was  referr^ 
the  memorial  of  the  American  Institute  of  the  city  of  New-Ydrk^ 
praying  for  a  geological  aurvey  of  the  9Ci^te, 

REPORTEIh 

Tb#  memorialistf  do  not  edler  upon  aoy^  flailed  exaaunaliHNi'Ot' 
the  sub]e<^  wkioh  they  have  presented  for  owr  cowideiatioB,  but 
«Uiid»  in  general  terms  to  the  aekowledged  oblt^tiona  of  gorera* 
tnent  to  advance  the  cause  of  science  and  of  leaming;  and  stremi* 
ously  urge  that  efficient  measures  ought  to  be  taken  to  promote 
the  progress  of  this  important  branch  i^f  knowledgOi  inseparably 
<conneeled  as  it  is  witba  thorough  disqiosuraof  ^  internal  re? 
sooroeS'  of  Uie  Slate,  and  with  the  industry-aad  enterpnae  of  ila 
citueas* 

Thegr  Qsm«rh  that  NewvYwb  has  yettaken  na  atapa  lowavda^ 
an  examinatawi  of  the  gejdiogical;  features  of  its  extensive  tarrit|ii» 
ry;  and  ibey  foroiUy  presemt  ta  Ibe  attentioft  of  tba^  Legblalasiil. 
the  example  of  our  sister  States  of  Maryland^  Tennessee^  Newfo 
Jersey,  Mispsaehasetts  aad  Yfrginia;  ia  aH  of  wkieb^  sciealififi  «■■ 
aamihes  of^  tUs-  cbaraoler  have  been  insliUited''  by<  law^  aadihaaa. 
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resulted  beneficially  to  the  various  interests  iir  which  the  popula* 
tion  are  engaged ;  and  with  signal  advantage  to  the  promotion  of 
the  cause  of  science,  particularly  as  regards  the  latter  service,  in 
the  course  pursued  by  Massachusetts;  an  enlarged  edition  of  the 
geological  researches  of  which  State  has  been  published  by  legis* 
lative  authority,  and  presents  a  noble  evidence  of  the  liberal  and 
enlightened  policy  of  the  government  of  that  Commonwealth. 

The  memorialists  further  urge  that  the  geology  and  mineralogy 
of  our  extended  territory  are  prominent  objects  of  useful  and  in- 
teresting inquiry,  both  in  an  economical  and  scientific  point  of 
view;  and  that  a  knowledge  of  the  localities  and  extent  of  the  dif- 
ferent formations  of  quarries  and  minerals  can  only  be  acquired 
by  the  scientific  researches  of  competent  persons,  the  labor  of 
which  is  altogether  too  onerous  to  be  uildertaken  by  individual  enr 
terprize,  and  involves  an  expenditure  of  time  and  money  in  the 
public  service  which  can  not  be  reasonably  expected  from  the  sci- 
entific institutions  of  the  State,  which  have  been  established  by 
private  exertions  and  wiih  limited  means. 

The  memorialists  conclude  with  suggesting  the  propriety  of  em- 
ploying a  commission  to  be  composed  of  three  or  four  competeoi 
persons,  under  the  public  authority  of  the  State,  to  make  a  com- 
plete geological  and  mineralogical  survey  of  the  whole  of  our  ter^ 
ritory ;  and  to  present  the  result  of  their  labor  and  reseaches  m  a 
report  to  the  Legislature,  at  as  early  a  period  as  may  be  consistent 
with  the  fuU  and  just  discharge  of  the  task  assigned  to  tbem. 

In  the  last  annual  message  of  Governor  Clinton,  (and  repeated- 
ly in  former  messages,)  legislative  encouragement  is  earnestly  re- 
commended to  be  given  to  mineralogical  researches  throughout 
the  State,  with  a  view  to  the  discovery  of  coal,  which,  from  va- 
rious geological  indications,  it  is  asserted  must  exist  within  our  li- 
mits. The  importance  of  these  investigations  is  dwelt  upoa  with 
apparently  anxiety,  and  made  manifest  by  all  the  cogency  of  ar- 
gument and  perspicuous  array  of  facts  which  usually  accompanied 
the  recommendation  of  measures  of  puUic  policy  from  the  same 
enlightened  source.  A  select  committee  to  which  this  part  of  the 
message  was  referred,  made  an  elaborate  and  learned  report  upon 
the  subject,  confirming  by  unerring  evidences  the  fact  of  the  ex- 
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istence  of  bituminous  coal  and  other  mines  of  mineral  wealth  in 
various  sections  of  the  State;  and  clearly  demonstating  that  there 
is  a  general  uniformity  and  analogical  connection  prevailing  in 
Europe  and  in  this  country  with  regard  to  the  fossil  and  other  ge- 
ological formations,  as  yet  known  to  both, . 

During  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of  1829,  a  metnoral  was 
presented  from  the  Lyceum  of  Natural  History  in  the  city  of 
New-York^  praying  for  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  insti* 
tuing  a  search  for  bituminous  coal  within  this  State.  This  memo- 
rial was  accompanied  with  a  resolution  recommendatory  from  the 
common  council  of  that  city.  The  select  committee  to  which  the 
memorial  and  resolution  were  referred,  reported  favorably  and  at 
length  upon  the  subject.  That  committee  ardently  endeavored  to  . 
impress  upon  the  Legislature  their  own  conviction  that  this  de- 
partment of  science  peculiarly  deserves  the  encouragement  of  the 
government,  inasmuch  as  the  beneficial  results  of  its  pursuits, 
whatever  degree  of  success  may  attend  them,  cannot  be  other- 
wise than  shared  by  the  whole  community — opening  new  sources 
of  power  and  profit  to  the  State,  through  the  genius,  and  indus- 
try, and  enterprize  of  the  people.  It  is  well  remarked  by  that 
committee,  in  reference  to  the  particular  branch  of  one  subject  to 
"which  their  attention  was  directed,  that  Legislative  authority  and 
munificence  would  be  nobly  employed  in  giving  encouragement  to 
discoveries  in  that  department  of  science  which  would  find  their 
way  to  every  man^s  firt  ride. 

The  reports  of  the  committees  above  alluded  to,  dwell  with 
great  fluency  upon  the  utility  and  necessity  of  instituting  these 
examinations  into  the  ^^  bowels  of  the  earth  ;*'  and  eloquently  a[>* 
peal  to  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  the  Legislature  for  un- 
prejudiced measures  and  liberal  appropriations  to  accomplish  such^ 
objects.     (See  Assembly  Journal,  1828,  1829.) 

Knowledge  is  power!  If  this  be  true  in  its  general  sense,  how 
peculiarly  forcible  is  its  application  to  the  scheme  of  political  eco- 
nomy pursued  by  the  government  of  every  Commonwealth  ?  Tho 
power  to  be  derived  from  a  thorough  manifestation  of  the  sources 
of  industry  within  its  own  sphere  of  control,  is  a  pre-requisite  to 
the  perfection  of  every  system  devised  for  the  well  being  of  the 
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governed  Tested  by  this  tentiment,  the  power  posiested  by  the 
State  of  New«York  it  yet  in  its  infiuncy.  The  knowledge  to  be 
acquired  from  a  complete  geological  survey  of  oar  territory,  can* 
not  fail  to  have  the  happiest  licence  upon  our  iocreamg  prospe- 
rity f  and  as  a  direelor  of  the  energies  of  our  inventiYe  and  spiiit* 
ed  people;  as  furnishing  a  varied  choice  of  pursuits  to  the  indo- 
lent and  capricious;  or,  to  the  partially  inci^able  portion  of  a 
population  composed,  and  likely  to  be  forerer  composed  in  some 
degree,  of  the  adventurous  and  unfortunate  of  all  nations,  it  will 
be  an  unceasing  source  of  wealth  to  the  State,  and  of  grace  to 
the  condition  of  its  dense  and  variously  characterized  comoMinity. 

It  would  be  as  difficult  as  it  is  believed  to  be  umieoessaryy  to 
^  enumerate  all  the  benefits  which  wouM  accrue  from  a  faithful  ge* 
ological  survey  of  the  State  of  New- York.  Your  committee  are 
satisfied  that  legislative  patronage  cannot  be  extended  to  any  one 
department  of  science  that  will  conduce  more  decidedly  to  the  in- 
dividual interests  of  every  inhabitant  within  our  borders.  Every 
man  who  cultivates  an  acre  of  land  amongst  us,  mast  find  bisEiself 
wiser  and  wealthier  in  the  sequel  of  an  investigation,  which  will 
teach  him  where  to  direct  his  search  for  useful  and  valuable, 
though  secret  products  of  his  land,  and  prevent  his  continuing  to 
throw  away  time  and  money  in  fruitless  exertions,  which  a  proper 
knowledge  previously  obtained  would  have  taught  him  never  to 
have  commenced* 

The  States  of  North  CaroFma,  Sooth  CaroRiui  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, in  addition  to  those  already  enumerated,  have  made  legisla- 
tive provisions  for  geological  sjrveys  within  their  respective  ter- 
ritories; the  results  of  all  of  which,  as  far  as  is  known  to  your 
committee,  have  invariably  been  of  a  useful  and  valuable  charac- 
•ter. 

Unerring  data  acquired  by  the  exertions  of  scientific  men  of 
both  hemispheres,  have  satisfied  them  that  the  hidden  riches  of 
our  own  soil  are  as  valuable  and  various  as  those  already  uisco- 
vered  in  Europe. 

We  are  as  yet  thoroughly  acquainted  with  but  a  small  portion 
of  our  salt  district;  and  the  bringing  to  light  of  vast  beds  of 
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luminous  and  anthracite  coal  which  are  reasonably  conjecturecl  to 
to  exist  in  the  neighborhood  of  our  navigable  streams,  would  in 
itself  be  a  popular  source  of  pride  and  profit  to  the  State. 

The  geological  features  of  our  soil  present  in  many  particulars 
a  very  extraordinary  aspect.  The  incongruous  mass  of  materials, 
and  the  multitudinous  variety  of  forms  and  things,  of  which  the 
hills  and  valleys  of  a  portion  of  our  State  are  composed,  were 
most  graphically  exhibited  to  our  view  by  an  eloquent  member  of 
this  House,  in  a  recent  debate  on  the  subject  of  internal  improve- 
ment It  was  ably  and  admirably  said  on  that  occasion,  that  this 
section  of  the  State  suggested  to  the  mind  of  the  intelligent  ob- 
server, the  idea  of  a  ^*  depository  op  MikTERui^s  our  .op  which 
TO  MAKB  WORLDS !"  What  mincs  of  wealth  may  not  this  com- 
bined compression  of  nature's  works  now  nurture  in  its  bosom  1 
A  speculative  and  inquiring  spirit  may  pursue  this  thought  to  the 
most  brilliant  conclusion,  and  yet  not  overstep  the  modesty  of  re- 
ality; for,  as  far  as  they  are  known,  the  certainties  of  science 
and  the  images  of  the  imagination,  in  the  contemplation  of  this 
subject  present  the  same  picture  to  the  mind» 

It  may  not  perhaps  be  available  to  inquire  what  influence  an 
ample  knowledge  of  the  geological  features  of  our  whole  State 
would  have  had  upon  the  location  of  our  great  public  works;  but 
its  important  bearing  upon  the  route  of  canals  and  rail-roads  here- 
after to  be  constructed,  will  be  evident  to  all.  The  facility  of  ex- 
cavating, the  probable  amount  and  materials  of  transportation, 
the  economy  and  feasibility  of  the  proposed  works,  and  the  pro- 
per character  of  them,  are  all  subjects  that  will  be  most  efiec- 
tually  illustrated  by  a  general  geological  and  minerological  sur- 
vey. 

Another  valuable  consideration  is,  the  beneficial  efieet  which  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  our  internal  resources  will  exercise,  in 
solving  the  doubts  of  those  who  experience  difficulty  in  deciding 
upon  the  expediency  of  establishing  the  several  prominent  public 
improvements  now  under  discussion. 


6  [AasBnLT 

But  the  most  impressWe  view  in  which  this  rabject  presents 
itself  to  the  minds  of  your  committee  is,  that  the  principle  of 
self  protection,  which  justly  receives  so  large  a  share  of  consi- 
deration in  determining  the  public  policy  of  the  State,  would  be 
materially  enlightened  by  the  data  derived  from  the  proposed  sur- 
vey. 

The  question  of  defending  ourselves  against  the  internal  im- 
provements of  our  neighbors,  by  constructing  works  which  will 
command  the  trade  of  adjacent  territories,  while  it  would  lose 
none  of  its  propriety,  might  cease  to  be  a  matter  of  paramount 
importance,  in  consequence  of  the  disclosure  of  these  fountains 
of  industry  and  wealth  now  hid  in  darkness  within  oar  own 
soil. 

Taking  these  general  views  of  the  subject,  your  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  tiie  suggestions  of  the  memorialists  are  in  accord- 
ance with  the  soundest  policy  and  best  interests  of  the  State;  but 
your  committee  are  not  prepared  to  decide  upon  the  best  means  of 
carrying  these  suggestions  into  effect. 

Considering  the  late  period  of  the  session,  they  are  willing  to 
give  the  subject  a  progressive  action  during  the  recess  of  the  Le- 
gislature, and  have  no  objection  to  such  disposition  of  it  as  will 
bring  to  its  support  the  fostering  care  of  an  accomplished  guar- 
dian; attract  towards  it  that  degree  of  general  attention  to  which 
its  importance  is  entitled,  and  give  it  the  advantage  of  the  volun- 
teer aids  of  scientific  men  in  all  parts  of  the  State. 

Your  committee  have  therefore  unanimously  agreed  to  propose 
the  following  resolution. 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  requested  to  report 
to  the  Legislature  at  its  next  session,  the  most  expedient  method 
of  obtaining  a  complete  geological  survey  of  the  State,  which 
shall  furnish  a  sci(!ntific  and  perfect  account  ot  its  rocks,  soils  and 
minerals,  and  of  their  localities;  a  list  of  all  its  minerological, 
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botanical  and  zoological  productions,  and  provide  for  procuring 
and  preserving  specimens  of  the  same,  together  with  an  estimate 
of  the  expenses  which  may  attend  the  prosecution  of  the  design, 
and  of  the  cost  of  publication  of  an  edition  of  three  thousand  co- 
pies of  the  report,  drawings  and  geological  map  of  its  results. 


STATE  OP  NEW-YORK. 

No-  375. 


m  ASSEMBLY, 


April  21,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  craimittee  on  the  petition  of  Evan  M. 

Johnson  and  others. 

Mr.  Wager,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Evan  M.  Johnson,  Henry  Patchen  and  George  M. 
Patchen,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  col- 
lection of  the  taxes  due  and  unpaid,  and  which  were  assessed  and 
levied  in  the  eastern  district  of  Brooklyn  in  the  year  1888, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  committee  have  ascertained  from  the  memorial  of  the 
petitioners  and  the  representations  of  the  member  from  Kings 
county,  that  the  petitioners,  at  the  request  of  Zacharias  Cooper, 
late  one  of  the  collectors  of  the  town  of  Brooklyn  for  the  year 
1838,  became  his  sureties  as  such  collector,  for  which  purpose 
they  executed  the  bond  required  by  law:  That  said  collector  pro- 
ceeded to  collect  the  taxes  levied  for  that  year,  under  the  war- 
rant of  the  supervisors  of  Kings  county,  to  him  delivered:  That 
he  was  not  able  to  collect  all  the  taxes  within  the  time  limited  in 
said  warrant  for  their  collection;  but  there  remained  uncollected 
and  unpaid  at  the  expiration  of  said  warrant,  the  sum  of  twelve 
hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  and  seventy  cents;  which  sum  the 
treasurer  of  the  county  of  Kings  required  the  petitioners  to  pay 
as  such  sureties,  which  they  have  done. 

The  petitioners  represent  that  a  large  proportion,  if  not  the 
whole  of  the  said  sum  so  paid  by  them  as  such  sureties,  could 
[Assem.  No.  875.]  I 


)l  [Ammuli 

have  been  colleeted  by  said  collector  if  the  tiina  had  not  expired 
■o  tooo:  They  also  represent  that  the  sune  can  now  be  collected 
if'  they  are  authorised  to  collect  the  same  from  the  persons  from 
whom  said  taxes  are  doe.  Your  committee  eonsider  the  prijer 
•f  the  petitioaera  reasonable,  and  ask  leave  to  introdoee  a  bilL 
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No.  376. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


April  23,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  may- 
or»  aldermen  and  cmnmonalty  of  the  city  of  New- 
York. 

Mr.  Clinch,  'from  the  leleet  committee  to  irhich  wm  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty  of  the  ci« 
ty  of  New- York,  praying  for  authority  to  alter  the  mq>  of  laid 
city, 

REPORTED: 

The  memorialists  represent,  that  by  the  present  plan,  the  exte- 
rior line  of  an  eastern  section  of  the  city  requires  the  displacing 
of  a  great  extent  and  depth  of  water,  and  immense  qoantities  of 
earth  would  be  necessary  to  fill  up  the  space  between  the  shore 
and  a  bulkhead  corresponding  with  said  line,  the  expense  of  which 
would  be  inexpedient,  and  the  material  required  to  effect  it  rery 
difficult  to  obtain:  they  therefore  pray  that  a  law  may  be  passed 
granting  authority  to  the  common  council  to  arrange,  regulate  and 
alter,  in  such  manner  as  they  may  hereafter  decide  upon,  the  map 
of  the  city  of  New- York  between  Thirteenth  and  Twenty-third- 
streets,  the  First  Arenue  and  the  East  river. 

Your  committee  are  aware  of  no  objection  to  granting  the  pray- 
er of  the  petitioners,  and  accordingly  ask  teare  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  that  object 
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No-  377. 


m  ASSEMBLY, 


April  22,  1835 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Masonic  Hall  Association  in  the  city  of 
New- York. 

Mr.  Wetmore,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  Masonic  Hall  Association  in 
the  city  of  New- York, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  petitioners  represent,  that  after  nine  years  experience, 
they  have  found  the  investment  of  their  property  unprofitable,  and 
are  desirous  of  dividing  the  same  among  those  legally  entitled  to 
receive  it;  and  further,  that  they  are  desirous  of  having  an  act 
passed  to  authorize  the  dissolution  of  their  Association. 

The  committee,  after  an  examination  of  the  subject  referred  to 
them,  are  of  opinion  that  the  objects  of  the  petitioners  are  lauda- 
ble, and  recommend  that  their  prayer  be  granted.  The  commit- 
tee accordingly  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 


April  22,  1835. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  the  coomion  council  of  the  city  of  Hud- 
son. 

Mr.  Witcoxson,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  refers 
red  the  petition  of  the  common  council  of  the  city  of  Hudson, 
praying  for  an  act  authorziqg  them  to  lay  out  a  public  square  in 
said  city, 

REPORTED: 

The  petitioners  represent,  that  in  their  opinion,  the  public  into* 
rests  of  the  city  require  that  a  public  square  should  be  laid  out» 
embracing  a  certain  lot  belonging  to  Elisha  Jenkins,  on  which  is 
a  barn. 

That  said  square  will  be  in  front  of  the  court-house  now  erect- 
ing in  said  city:  that  owing  to  the  erection  of  the  bam  aforesaid 
on  said  lot,  the  petitioners  have  no  authority  to  take  and  appro* 
priate  the  lot  for  puUic  use* 

Your  committee  coincide  in  opinion  with  the  petitidners,  and  be* 
lieve  that  the  interests  of  the  city  require  the  laying  out  of  the 
square  proposed;  and  also  believe  it  necessary  for  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  individuals  attending  court.  The  court-house 
stands  on  Partition-street,  which  is  only  forty  feet  wide,  and  fronts 
on  Fourth-street,  sixty  feet  wide.  The  court-house  is  to  be  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  front.     The  streets  are  altogether 
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loo  CMlraeted  for  tbe  aecommodation  of  citiflms  attendiiig  court, 
and  the  public  good  therefore  requires  the  laying  out  of  the  po^ 
poeed  public  iquare. 

Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  tiie 
petitiooerB  ought  to  be  granted,  and  aik  leave  to  intzodoee  a  hiL 


